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Lee Madden (deceased), Ian Clover, Lola Forrester, Jackie Freeburn, Harry Mundine, Mick Mundine, Lydia Jawai and Frank Sartor examine the First Concept Plan for The Block (1987/8) Photo: AHC

Aboriginal Housing Company – 40 years and best yet to come
Ada Lee

July 25 marked the 40th anniversary
of the Aboriginal Housing Company
and its long-term commitment to the
provision of affordable housing for
Aboriginal people.
Forty years ago, being Aboriginal
meant being discriminated against in
the private rental market. When conflicts
arose between Aboriginal squatters
in Redfern and the local authorities,
Aboriginal activists were inspired to set up
the Aboriginal Housing Company (AHC)
in 1973. The AHC began purchasing
land at The Block using a $500,000 grant
from the Whitlam government.
The next 40 years were marked
by highs and lows, struggles and
disappointments, roadblocks and
accomplishments.

In the 1970s and ’80s, The Block
became a new urban home where
Aboriginal people could belong. CEO
of the AHC, Mick Mundine, recalls a
“very caring and sharing” time. Music
would fill the air and kids would play
on the streets.
But the good times did not last.
In the 1990s, the Redfern community
was slammed with drugs and alcohol,
which preyed on deeper mental
issues. “A lot of people get onto drugs
because they’ve got no life for them,”
Mr Mundine said. “[They wonder]
where else to go? That’s when they
turn to grog and they turn to drugs.”
A “vicious cycle” was begun and the
AHC’s land was transformed into a
safe environment for criminal habits,
he said.
Mr Mundine blamed the government
for perpetuating a “welfare mentality”

amongst Aboriginal people. But he also
emphasised the need for Aboriginal
people to take responsibility for their
actions.
The community was deteriorating
and the AHC had to face the hard
decision of whether or not to demolish
the beloved Block. The 2004 Redfern
riots sealed the deal: “Enough’s
enough,” Mr Mundine said. Tenants
would be relocated, The Block would
be demolished a nd, ult imately,
redeveloped.
Over the years, the AHC has had
to fight hard to keep the Redfern
land. Disagreements with the state
government meant that it took ten years
to gain Concept Approval for the $70
million Pemulwuy Project. Mr Mundine
said the state government had tried
to “crucify” the AHC because they
wanted the land. “That land is prime

real estate,” he said, pointing towards
The Block.
Today, The Block remains in the
hands of the AHC. A business plan is
currently being written up by KPMG
and the DA approval in December
last year gives the AHC five years
to complete the Pemulwuy Project.
Outside Redfern, the company owns
41 houses across metropolitan and
country areas, which will continue to
be leased to Aboriginal people after
The Block’s completion.
It has been a 40-year struggle
but the passion of Mr Mundine and
the AHC has not waned. More than
simply providing affordable housing for
Aboriginal people, its redevelopment
projects are about self-determination
and building a new community. Mr
Mundine’s hope for the future envisions
a brand new community with good

housing, good parents, healthy kids
going to school and tenants that work
to make sure the vicious cycle of the
past does not return.
Many non-Aboriginal people have
also shown their support for creating
a better Redfern. Not only was Mr
Mundine thankful to his own company,
but also to the several non-Indigenous
supporters such as the City of Sydney,
REDWatch, Superintendent Luke
Freudenstein and the recently passed
Col James. “I think it boils down to
respect. We’re all working together, all
want to achieve that one goal,” he said.
Mr Mundine paid tribute to Col
James, calling him a “legend” and
a “brother”. “He had a good heart,
he was strong in what he believed
in. He was a man that looked after
disadvantaged people in housing,
S
especially Aboriginal people.”
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Twas the night five months before Christmas
SSH

WATERLOO: Wednesday July 24
saw the first Christmas in July
celebrations at the South Sydney
Uniting Church. The event was held
as a gathering of regular guests at
the church on Wednesday nights
i nclud i ng t he Ga rden Shelter
(overnight accommodation service in
partnership with Cana Communities),
Food Connect (local, fresh fruit and
veggie pickup) and the Voices from
the Vacant Lot community choir.
Volunteers provided a hot dinner and
Christmas gifts. The choir performed
some uplifting, inspiring songs, and
there was even an appearance by
Santa Claus!
Garden Shelter volunteer, Blair
Silverlock, said: “We ended up with
nine guests, they gradually trickled in
up to about 9.30pm. Most had heard
of the Christmas event, so even those
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who arrived a bit later were taken in by
the residual atmosphere still present in
the hall. And all guests enjoyed being
given gifts, some practical items for
the cold winter days. The feedback
on the choir was great. After the
event, a mostly peaceful night was
had by all … [E]veryone was warm
and comfortable.”
Mr Silverlock added: “One of my
gurus, Rev. Graham Long, emphasises
the importance of ‘meeting people’ in
the work done at the Wayside Chapel.
This is in contrast to the tendency of
workers/volunteers to want to ‘DO
something FOR, or ON the guests’. It
is actually a lot harder to just ‘meet’
people, really hard.”
After talking with members of the
congregation, Chairperson Heather
Santa Claus comes early to South Sydney Photo: Andrew Collis
Robinson hopes this type of event is
something the church might do again.
“People are saying they’d be keen to helped with preparations for the night Shelter made a big impact on me, also
get involved next time,” she said. – cleaning, cooking, wrapping presents meeting the volunteers, and simply
S
She thanked the many people who – and said: “Meeting the guests of the enjoying the meal together.”

New hopes for the next Mardi Gras
Sarah Mulholland
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Surry Hills Police Local Area
Commander, Superintendent Tony
Crandell, promises a safer Mardi Gras
experience for the sex and gender
diverse community in 2014.
At the GLBTI Rainbow Forum, held
in Paddington Town Hall on July 16,
Superintendent Crandell said: “Surry
Hills Police has enjoyed, in the past, a
very strong relationship with the GLBTI
community. Can I acknowledge though,
that there have been difficulties, and
we were all aware of difficulties that
occurred in the march of the Mardi Gras.
“We are working very, very hard to
ensure that Mardi Gras 2014 is a better
experience for everyone. One of the
things that we have done is appoint
Andrew Hodgson to the very first GLBTI
coordination role in NSW.”
T he For u m, he ld b y C it y of
Sydney Council, was sparked by the
controversial removal of Oxford Street’s
popular rainbow crossing. Lord Mayor
Clover Moore said: “It was a fabulous
piece of public art and the removal
evoked spontaneous reaction.”

Ms Moore stressed the need for an
increase in community involvement
and the necessity of symbols for the
sex and gender diverse community
s uch a s t he ra i nb ow c ross i n g.
Superintendent Crandell and Constable
Andrew Hodgson joined the audience
of enthusiastic community members
to discuss ideas for symbols which
would replace Taylor Square’s rainbow
crossing and honour Sydney’s sex and
gender diverse community. Many
audience members brought forward
excellent and extravagant ideas of
symbols for Oxford Street, the Mardi
Gras’s symbolic location, which would
represent and celebrate this part of
Sydney’s community.
The loss of the rainbow crossing
sparked a furious response by many
people, which resulted in DIY rainbow
crossings springing up in many
locations. The Lord Mayor said: “It’s
just interesting when you think about
Duncan Gay (NSW Minister for Roads
and Ports) insisting on moving our
fabulous crossing in such a way that
seemed like such an assault and yet
this amazing movement has gone right
around the world now.”

Housing NSW’s
failure to respond to
vulnerable tenants
Sophie Farrell

REDFERN: Redfern Legal Centre
(RLC) has lodged a complaint with the
NSW Ombudsman regarding Housing
NSW’s ongoing failure to respond to the
needs of their tenants. The complaint,
lodged on July 22, highlights six case
studies in which tenants repeatedly
tried to communicate with Housing
NSW with no response.
RLC client, Elizabeth, was a young
Aboriginal woman, who was illiterate
and had a history of depression and
anxiety. Elizabeth had an Apprehended
Domestic Violence Order (ADVO)
against her former partner, who
after their relationship ended had
threatened her and entered her home
without permission. He breached the
conditions of the ADVO on an ongoing
basis by moving in with another tenant
on the floor below. Elizabeth was
regularly coming into contact with

him in common areas and she was
living in fear. RLC repeatedly attempted
to contact Housing NSW to discuss
Elizabeth’s urgent transfer needs to
no avail. Even with the assistance and
advocacy of RLC, it took Housing NSW
eight months to rehouse Elizabeth.
Another client, Andrew, had complex
physical and mental health issues
including suicidal impulses. He had
previously attempted to commit suicide
using the premises he was housed in.
He told Housing NSW about his needs
and requested a transfer to another
property. When Housing NSW offered
him a property for transfer, it had the
same characteristics that had facilitated
his previous suicide attempt and was
therefore inappropriate. Andrew
contacted RLC for assistance in May
2012. RLC has continuously contacted
Housing NSW over the last 14 months
without satisfactory communication or
resolution of Andrew’s need for housing
transfer.

Former Rainbow Crossing on Oxford St, looking south Photo: HardieBoys on Flickr

Superintendent Crandell ended
the night with the well-received
announcement of Andrew Hodgson’s
appointment. He said that the officer’s
role would “make sure there is a lot

more consultation within our area,
within Surry Hills in particular”.
“The only mission with the Mardi
Gras, that we have for 2014, is to
S
do better.”

JOSEPH MEDCALF FUNERALS
Providing personal care for the local community

• Family owned & operated
• 100% Australian & fully independent
• We cover all Sydney suburbs
• Pre-paid & pre-arrange funeral plans
• Joseph Medcalf has been serving Sydney since 1880
• We offer personal attention 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
JOSEPH MEDCALF FUNERALS
Serving Sydney since 1880
Call 02 9698 2644 available 24 hours
Office & Chapel 172 Redfern Street, Redfern
Off-street parking available
www.josephmedcalf.com.au

RLC calls on Housing NSW to
introduce and publish timeframes
within which correspondence must be
acknowledged and responded to. S

Sophie Farrell is Communications
& Volunteer Manager at RLC.
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The youth of today

Youth MPs set high standard of debate
Youth Premier Theodora von Arnim Photo: Courtesy YMCA

Andrew Collis

Philippa (Pip) Clark was one of
164 Youth Members of Parliament
representing 79 electorates (85 per
cent of the electorate total) at this
year’s YMCA NSW Youth Parliament,
a residential camp and parliamentary
simulation (June 30-July 6).
Youth MPs are aged 15-18 years.
The Youth Parliament is a program
that gives young people a voice in the
running of NSW. It aims to promote

youth-led advocacy, active community
leadership and legal and parliamentary
education.
Ms Clark was Youth Minister for
Mental Health, and received the Upper
House Advocacy Award for the Mental
Health Standing Report her committee
produced. “It was my proudest moment
of the camp,” Ms Clark said.
Four standing reports were presented
– on Mental Health, Infrastructure
and Planning, Drugs and Alcohol,
Roads and Ports – and all were passed.
Ms Clark said that many interesting

and constructive suggestions were
made. “The Roads and Ports Report
was presented by Daniel Turner.
A recommendation with regard to
trucks was that transport containers be
lighter, that compulsory weighing be
introduced, and weights made clear.”
I n just her second yea r of
involvement, Theodora von Arnim
was this year’s Youth Premier. “Being
Premier meant that I had right of reply
for every proposal,” Ms von Arnim
said. “There were a range of bills
presented from various portfolios –

Sport lovers take note – the University of Sydney’s recent
extension to its Noel Martin Sports and Aquatic Centre is
complete. And on August 17 we hope you will join us for a

for example, Education, Health, and
Aboriginal Affairs, which was my
portfolio. Twelve bills were debated,
including a Health Bill Fat Tax which
is a 10 per cent levy [on sweet and fatty
foods] to reduce the kilojoule density
of foods.”
Ms von Arnim put forward a Bill
to reduce recidivism rates for young
Indigenous youth. “It was about circle
sentencing, developing a community
approach, community rehab, and
breaking down barriers between youth
and police,” she said.

A Marriage Equality Bill was
presented by Jarah Crook, Youth MP
for the Sydney electorate. It met with
unanimous support in the Lower House
and was passed in the Upper House.
A Teacher’s Aides Bill proposing a
ratio of five students to one Teacher’s
Aide in public schools was also passed
unanimously. “It’s about giving
students with learning difficulties the
support they need,” Ms von Arnim
said. “It’s also about increasing the
base salary of Teacher’s Aides.”
Some of t he Bi l l s t h at h ave
passed Youth Parliament have had
an influence on government policy.
A Yout h Act passed in 2009 to
implement compulsory swimming
pool inspections has formed real
legislation with the NSW government
recently announcing amendments to
the Swimming Pools Act calling for
tougher restrictions on private pools.
Ms von Arnim, who was also the
Youth Member for Marrickville, will
visit with Carmel Tebbutt MP this
month to share the opinions and hopes
of her fellow youth parliamentarians.
Pip Clark and Theodora von Arnim
thoroughly enjoyed the experience this
year. They are grateful to the YMCA
taskforce volunteers for organising such
a stimulating and inspiring program.
“The friendships we’ve made will
last a lifetime,” Ms Clark said. “It’s
so encouraging to work alongside so
many articulate, like-minded people
– people with different views able to
S
have mature discussions.”
Youth of today, a regular article
on local youth and related
issues, is kindly sponsored by
Appetite Cafe
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Tribal Warrior
Trivia Night

sneak peak.
The University has undertaken a major project to update the existing centre with further worldclass sporting facilities to benefit students, staff and the local community.
The new facilities, to be officially unveiled from August 15, will include two large basketball
courts, a group fitness studio, a boxing gym and a combat sports area. Given the University’s
focus on sustainability, the building’s design includes natural ventilation for the basketball
courts, reverse air-conditioning for the group fitness room, and high-efficiency lighting
throughout.
These sports facilities are an extension of our emphasis as a university community on ways to
improve health and well-being. Our Charles Perkins Centre, to be unveiled around March 2014
will specifically seek solutions to problems we face in Australia and beyond due to obesity,
diabetes and cardiovascular disease.
With so much investment in solutions for a healthier world, we are very excited to be
announcing the opening of the renovated Sports and Aquatic Centre. We hope you will continue
to use the centre to stay active during the colder winter months as well as throughout the year.
On Saturday August 17, the centre will host a free Family Open Day from 10am-3pm. We
encourage you to stop by with your family and participate in some of the activities.
For more information on the Noel Martin Sports and Aquatic Centre, please visit www.susf.

Tribal Warrior Team is holding a TRIVIA NIGHT
– Friday August 16, 6.30pm-10.30pm, departing
from Casino Wharf
We are wanting all our supporting businesses and
individuals to join in this fun-filled night and get out of
the office for some much needed R&R, team building and
great networking opportunities.
The location will be Goat Island, away from the crowded
pubs and clubs with a beautiful backdrop of the Harbour.
You can book as a team of 10 for $300 or just join in the
fun for $35 – I’m sure someone will benefit from your
brilliant knowledge.
Bookings can be made by calling 9699 3491.

com.au/ or alternatively you can call +61 2 9351 4960.
Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor and Principal

Community contact details
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523 Email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

Hope to see you all there. So book now and don’t
miss out. You will be supporting a local business
making a difference.
www.tribalwarrior.org.au
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More young people falling by the Wayside
Ada Lee

KINGS CROSS: Demand on youth
services in Kings Cross is growing as
more young people drift into the area.
Behind every drug addiction, crime,
enslaved sex worker and homeless teen
is a person with an intricate story that
goes beyond his or her stumbles in life.
Whether it is child abuse, mental illness
or generational encounters with the
legal system, these young people come
from a broad range of backgrounds.
But Wayside Chapel Youth Manager,
Dean de Haas, narrowed it down to an
underlying issue. “A lot of our young
people are really hurt by something.
They’re just suffering some pain from
somewhere,” he said. “Often, we have
young people who’ve been told for a long
time that they’re not going to amount to
anything, so they follow that pathway
themselves.”
Wayside Chapel, in Kings Cross,
has experienced a dramatic increase
of young visitors in need. Spread
throughout the 2011/12 financial year,
Wayside supported 31 people aged
under 16. But in the last two months, it
has already seen 28. In four years, the
yearly intake of under 25-year-olds has
increased from around 150 to 450 people.
Young people have not been spared
Australia’s housing affordability crisis.
A recent survey discovered housing to
be the greatest unmet need for social
service clients. At Wayside, only 10 of
the 450 people under 25 years of age
had stable accommodation in the last
financial year.
With more of these young people
finding their way into Kings Cross, Mr

The Youth Space at Wayside Photo: Supplied

de Haas is concerned this opens the
door for teens to be groomed by people
who might not have their best interests
at heart.
Still, in an area plagued by drugs,
crime and homelessness, beauty arises
in places like Wayside where members of
the community unite to help themselves.
Importantly, Wayside gives a “hand
up” not a “hand out”. There is dignity
in the way visitors choose and pay for
their meals at the café. The drop-in
youth space, with couches, a chalkboard

wall and a kitchen, is a safe place for
young people to own and look after.
The Employment Pathways Project
helps to foster ambition and self-worth.
The excitement was evident on Mr de
Haas’s face when he told the story of a
young man who went from asking for
money on the streets to being the leading
salesperson at a call centre.
But the demand is getting tougher
in Kings Cross, Mr de Haas says. “It is
a challenge and it means we have to
train our volunteers to be able to take

on greater roles. Our youth service has
opened for longer hours to meet that
need. We have increased staffing, but we
haven’t received any increased funding.”
There are currently two full-time and
two part-time youth workers at Wayside,
accompanied by 28 volunteer shifts a
week. According to Mr de Haas, funding
from NSW Health only makes up around
30 per cent of their budget, the rest of
which is acquired through fundraising
and foundations.
Across Australia, youth services have

been under increased strain with 65 per
cent saying they have had to lengthen
working hours and limit service levels.
In May, many were outraged when the
NSW government announced it would
disband the Kings Cross Adolescent
Unit, which has provided after-hours
specialist youth support for 27 years.
The Public Service Association called
this a disastrous move and accused
the government of having “no effective
plan” for tackling youth risks on
S
the streets.

Experience the Science
of Aboriginal Culture
A free Family Science Fun Day at Redfern
Community Centre on August 11 will reveal
how science has been used by the world’s
oldest living culture.
Visitors will see how Aboriginal practices are helping regenerate the land
and improving wildlife habitats in northern NSW, while children can create
slime, make a stone axe and enjoy loads of other hands-on activities
including basket weaving, insect and microbeast handling, microscopes
and chemistry.
The free community day is being held as part of Macquarie University’s
four-day Indigenous Science Experience. Macquarie University Research
Officer, Dave Harrington, from the National Indigenous Science Education
Program, said Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander practices contributed
to a better understanding of science.
“By looking at how Aboriginal peoples use navigation, fire and earth as
tools, we gain a better appreciation of how important science is to our
day‑to‑day lives.”

Family Science Fun Day
The Indigenous Science Experience
Sunday August 11
10.30am-2.30pm
Redfern Community Centre
53 Hugo Street, Redfern
Free.

For more information, visit
facebook.com/NISEP.MQ or
scienceweek.net.au
The Indigenous Science Experience
is funded by the Federal
Government’s Inspiring Australia
to promote science and science
literacy in Australia.
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Sex and gender
diverse believers
Curtis Dickson

There is a commonly held view
that a conflict rages between
religion and the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, intersex
and queer (LGBTIQ) community.
Conservative Christian leaders
continue to make public statements
against LGBTIQ people. Most
recently, leader of the Christian
Democrats, the Hon. Rev. Fred Nile,
made comments that homosexuality
should be defined as a mental
disorder. In response, many LGBTIQ
people steer clear of churches
and other religious institutions,
fearful that they will experience
discrimination and rejection.
A 2008 study found that LGBTIQ
were much more likely to identify as
having “no religion” when compared
to the general population. Similarly,
the 2011 Census reported people in
same-sex relationships were more
likely to identify as non-religious
than people in opposite-sex
relationships. Given this data, and
the comments from people like Fred
Nile, it would be easy to assume
that there is a “conflict” between
LGBTIQ people and religion.
However, for sociologists with an
interest in the areas of gender,
sexuality, religion and spirituality,
it is important to go beyond the
common assumptions and explore
these issues in greater depth.
Since the early 1990s, social
researchers around the world
have explored the topic of LGBTIQ
people and spirituality. Some
have spent time in congregations
that are accepting of all people,
regardless of their gender identity or
sexuality. Others have interviewed
LGBTIQ people about how they
reconcile their spirituality with
their sexuality – two supposedly
“conflicting” aspects of their identity.
Unfortunately, when compared
to the rest of the world, very little
qualitative research on this topic
has been conducted in Australia.
Last year I decided to fill part
of this research gap by exploring

REDFERN: Here at Redfern Legal
Centre we often see clients who
are harassed or discriminated
against because of their sexuality
or gender identity. People are
discriminated against in their
workplaces, by educational
institutions and in accessing
services they need. This kind
of discrimination can have a
devastating impact on a person’s
health and wellbeing. Until now
there has been no protection
against discrimination on the basis
of sexual or gender identity in
Commonwealth legislation.
On June 25, 2013, the Federal
Parliament passed landmark
reforms to this area of law in
the form of amendments to the

Tanya Plibersek

Federal Member for Sydney
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Photo: CNS from Reuters

LGBTIQ Christians’ experiences of
belonging to churches in Sydney. I
had the opportunity to spend a year
working on one research project for
my Honours degree in sociology.
As a part of my research I visited
three Christian communities that
are accepting of LGBTIQ people,
and interviewed a number people
who identified in some way as
being LGBTIQ and Christian.
My interest in this research topic
stemmed from my own personal
experience. I grew up in a Christian
family, and my parents are both
ministers of religion in The Salvation
Army. When I was a teenager I
began to realise I was more attracted
to other guys than girls. At that
stage I hoped it was “just a phase”.
I didn’t want it to be true because
I was afraid of how my family and
church would react. There was
a period of time where I stopped
going to church because I didn’t
think I could be gay and a Christian.
Eventually, I found a church that
was accepting of me and helped me
understand the Bible in a way that
doesn’t condemn LGBTIQ people.
My story is similar to many of the
experiences I heard from people who
participated in my research. Many
people reconciled their spirituality
and their sexuality by reinterpreting
scriptures, viewing Jesus as a radical
social reformer who stood on the side
of the oppressed and marginalised,
and by understanding God as a

loving and accepting creator who
made them the way they are.
People also felt a sense of
belonging by being included in
the many sacraments and rituals
of the worship service, such as
baptism and communion. In some
cases, this extended to having their
relationships recognised through a
blessing or “holy union” ceremony.
Unfortunately, it seems harder for
people to find accepting churches
outside of the inner city. Many people
I spoke to travelled long distances
from their homes in the north, south
and west of Sydney to worship in
a community that accepted them
for who they were. This limited the
extent to which these people could
get completely involved in the life
and work of the church community.
As our understanding of gender
and sexuality continues to develop,
and society becomes increasingly
more accepting of diversity, it
will be interesting to see how this
issue unfolds. As more and more
Christians come to accept their
LGBTIQ brothers, sisters, children
and friends, they too will surely seek
to belong to church communities that
are open and affirming. This will
ultimately challenge the relevance of
conservative Christian leaders who
continue to exclude LGBTIQ people
from belonging to their churches. S
To find a list of accepting churches,
visit http://www.gaychurch.org

New laws protect against
sex discrimination
Sophie Farrell

5

Sex Discrimination Act. These
amendments provide federal
protection from discrimination
for people in lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and
intersex (LGBTI) communities.
The Bill makes it unlawful to
discriminate against a person on the
basis of their “sexual orientation”,
“gender identity” or “intersex status”.
It ensures that discrimination
on these grounds is unlawful in
the same circumstances as other
grounds already covered by the Sex
Discrimination Act such as work,
education, and the administration of
Commonwealth laws and programs.
The term “marital status” will
also be replaced with a broader
definition of “marital or relationship
status”. This means that samesex de facto couples will now be
protected from discrimination on

this ground, having previously
been excluded from the
definition of “marital status”.
There are some exceptions
to the prohibition of unlawful
discrimination in the Sex
Discrimination Act. Religious
organisations are exempt from many
areas of discrimination law, and
the current exemption for religious
bodies and educational institutions
will be extended to sexual
orientation and gender identity.
Complaints of discrimination can
be made to the Australian Human
Rights Commission, and RLC can
assist with these complaints.
We still have some way to go in
GLBTI equality rights, but this is a
S
step in the right direction!
Sophie Farrell is Communications
& Volunteer Manager at RLC.
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Chinese
Veggies
Lucinda Diamond

My Dad – fond childhood memories of the Monorail Photo: Courtesy of Owen Butcher

Missing the Monorail
Owen Butcher

I’m probably one of the only
people who feels this way about the
Monorail closing as it’s a very personal
experience, but it turns out for me, it
has a deeper connection with my view
of Sydney than I thought. This only
really struck me on Thursday [June
27] when I took my last ride on it.
To most people, the Monorail is a
thing that tourists use. It goes nowhere,
is too expensive or is a joke from The
Simpsons (“it’s more of a Shelbyville
idea ...”). To me, however, it affords
an integral perspective on the city of
Sydney and how it has changed and
developed over the years.
My Dad used to work on the Monorail
from the day it opened in 1988 till I
was around 13-14 years old. I was 3
years old when it opened, so my first
memories of the city were about the
Monorail. As it was new, there was a
lot of attention directed at it, and every
time we went to the city we rode on it.
This was partly because it was free for
us to travel because Dad worked on it,
and also because I was a train obsessed
kid. Riding the Monorail became a
thing that our family did every time we
went to the city. If we drove to the city,
we’d park at the Monorail home base

and catch it into the city. If we caught
the train, we’d get off at St James and
catch it to where we needed to go. In
my mind, growing up, Sydney has a
Monorail, and if you go to the city, you
go on the Monorail. Fact of life.
The staff of the Monorail was never
a huge number, so they all knew our
family. Each time we’d turn up at a
station, we’d be greeted with a “Oh, hi
guys! Just come straight through the
barriers” and then be ushered to the
front of the train to sit in the driver’s
cab so we could get a seat and chat to
whomever was driving. A lot of the
time Mum would line up these visits
with when Dad was driving, so we’d
wait for his one to come around and get
to hang out with him while he drove
it. From that viewpoint, I spent hours
watching the city from above, learning
where everything was in relation to
other landmarks, watching the cars and
people below, keeping track of where
we were on the network map, and just
watching the city evolve as we sailed
on above it.
Over the course of these trips
with Dad, I learnt how to operate a
Monorail (if I remember correctly: in
semi-automatic mode you push the
black button to go and keep pushing
the yellow vigilance button so it doesn’t
apply the emergency brakes), how the

basic signaling, CB radios and electricity
supply worked, and just generally got a
good look behind the scenes on the way
a public transport system operated and
was maintained. Most importantly, this
also meant some great time hanging out
with my Dad, especially the times Mum
would drop me off with him while he
drove so she could do some things in
the city. It was a time we could share
together, with him having company
at work, and me being a young kid
“helping” his Dad drive a train.
Because of this situation, the Monorail
became to me something that defined
the city and also gave me many happy
memories. The removal of it from the
city landscape is a tough one, as it has
been a permanent fixture in my lifetime
and also a symbol of my childhood. You
pull down the Monorail, you remove a
physical reminder of the fun times spent
with my Dad and the way I initially
related to my town, Sydney.
I understand that things sometimes
need to change so the world can
progress (the Monorail was only
designed to have a 25-year lifespan
anyway) and usually I’m keen for it,
but in this case it means a whole lot
more to me than just the removal of an
old form of transport like others see it.
It turns out it means a lot more to me
S
than even I had thought!

Weaving a Waterloo landmark
Andrew Collis

WATERLOO: Weave Youth Family
Community is a hard-working nonprofit organisation working with
disadvantaged and vulnerable young
people, children and their families.
A year after the opening of its new
facility on the corner of Elizabeth and
Allen streets, the building has won the
Sulman Award for Public Architecture.
The $2.7 million starburst building
was co-funded by the City of Sydney
and the federal government. Director of
Weave, Shane Brown, had a vision for a
new building, having worked for many
years out of a refurbished amenities
block with a tin roof. “Young people say
they feel respected by having a purposebuilt space for them,” Mr Brown said.
“Staff comment that you can have 60
people in the building and it still feels
spacious.”
Bahadur Bryson is a dual diagnosis
(coexisting mental health and substance
use issues) team counsellor, caseworker
and project worker. She has been at
Weave, with the Speak Out program,
since October 2012, and appreciates the
building’s capacity for diverse activity.
“We have computers and a massage
room, counselling rooms for individuals,
couples and families, meeting and
conference rooms that double as art

rooms.” Ms Bryson has seen vines begin
to weave through the roof supports.
“There’s also a lemon tree and orange
tree on the roof. We’re in the process of
making a veggie garden – the community
will be invited to come for workshops.”
Mr Brown estimates that over 1,200
young people have received assistance
within the new building.
Kat Hines first came to Weave earlier
this year to see caseworker Kyrsten
Winkley. Ms Hines has taken part in
various art activities and has entered a
poster design for the Mad Pride youth
event to be held at 107 Redfern Street,
Redfern, on Wednesday October 9. The
event aims to raise awareness of dual
diagnosis and address taboos associated
with young people’s access to mental
health services.
“The staff at Weave really care,” Ms
Hines said. “I come here a lot. It’s just
such a supportive and genuine place.”
Ms Hines is accompanied most days
by Indiana-Mischief, her beloved Jack
Russell-Mini Foxy-Corgi-Kelpie. “Indy is
a mindDog,” Ms Hines said, “a service
dog – I have a licence issued by mindDog
in Surry Hills – it’s a public transport
pass and access certification that means
Indy can come anywhere with me. We
had to do training and pass a test to
qualify.”
Ms Hines didn’t realise her love of
art until recently. “I did one course

through Mission Australia and I won a
scholarship from the Sir David Martin
Foundation.” With the scholarship
money Ms Hines was able to purchase
an SLR camera. She aims to continue
learning and honing her art.
Designed by Collins and Turner
Architects in Surry Hills, Weave’s
building features a distinctive steel
canopy shading structure, which will
eventually blend into the surrounding
park, naturally insulate rooms beneath
and shield the rooftop barbecue and
veggie patch above.
Energy-efficient building materials
have been used throughout construction,
including low-energy lighting, natural
ventilation, tanks to collect and re-use
rainwater; the innovative recycling of
slate roof tiles into pebbles for the garden
and railway sleepers made from one of
Australia’s first plantations of ironwood
in the 1930s have been transformed into
timber pavers for the internal courtyard.
Mr Brown says the rooftop garden and
courtyard are the building’s highlights.
“People are always delighted by these
areas. They add so much flexibility
and, in an air-conditioned world, we’re
fortunate to work in a building that
allows so much connection with nature
S
and being outdoors.”
Support Weave’s Winter Appeal by making
a tax-deductible donation at weave.org.au

I was wondering if you had
ever tried any of the delicious
vegetables that originate
from China. I have found
that you can buy a number
of them here in Sydney and
as they are so healthy to eat I
thought that I had to mention
them to you.
Petit Baby Choy Sum is
the first on my list and you
can eat ever y par t of it.
Nothing goes to waste with
this vegetable. It has a sweet
mustard taste that goes well
in a pasta dish or with a stirfry. It is full of riches – low
in calories and a good source
of Vitamin A and Vitamin
C. You should look for crisp
stems and leaves when you
buy it, and the leaves should
be a dark green in colour.
I have found that Gai Lan
which is also called Chinese
Broccoli is something that
could be easily introduced
into your diet. It has a taste
that is a bit stronger than
broccoli as it’s a more bitter
taste so it can pep up a more
sedate dish. To pick a good
one to eat, it should be crisp
to the touch and have nice

dark green leaves with thick
stems. Nothing of this goes to
waste as all of it can be eaten.
A tip in preparing it is to peel
the stalks af ter you have
chopped all of it up as the
stalks can be tough. Again
great for a stir-fry or to go
with a pasta dish. Gai Lan is
high in Calcium, high in Iron
and very high in Vitamins A
and C. It is also available all
year round in Australia.
Wombok is the vegetable
t hat you ca n look for if
you need to have a good
crunch-on. It is also known
a s Ch i nese Cabbage. To
select one pick the heaviest.
It should have no blemishes
and it offers a crispy crunch
at the touch. It goes great
in salads as it has a sweet
mild flavour. It can replace
traditional cabbage in a
salad if you chop it finely. In
Chinese cooking they use it
for San Choy Bau. It’s high in
Protein, very high in Vitamin
A, and C. It’s high in Vitamin
E , Folate a nd Ca lc iu m.
Wombok is available all year
round in Australia.
I hope you try and enjoy
these vegetables as I do!

Column sponsored by

TAPEO CAFÉ

82 Redfern St, Redfern
Tel 8084 7237 (Open seven days, late Thu-Sun)
Many local cafes are expanding their menus to cater
for vegetarians. Tapeo Café & Tapas Bar in Redfern
has several delicious veggie options. Come in and ask!

Weave’s award-winning building Photo: Kat Hines

News

August 2013

7

VENDOR PROFILE

GLENN F.
Glenn first began work with
The Big Issue seven years ago.
Medical issues were causing
him much distress when looking
for a job. Glenn knew he needed
a reliable job that he would be
able to do and excel at. Glenn
had seen Big Issue vendors on
the street, and knew it would be
a good fit for him. “I needed to
do something active, something
that would get me up and out,
earning myself a good income.”
Glenn says he has gained so
much through being a vendor.
“There are many things I love
about working at The Big Issue.
I really enjoy being able to
meet the public and interact
with them.” Glenn became
frightful of job interviews after
being turned down so many
times before. “The Big Issue
has provided me with more
confidence, it’s something I
enjoy doing.” Glenn takes a lot
of pride in his work. He is very
active when he is selling, often
seen juggling or singing along
to his radio.
Glenn feels committed to his
customers. “I have become a
morning person – I know I have
an obligation to my customers,
I can’t let them down.”
Vision Concept by Architectus, 2013 (Inset: existing location) Photo: UrbanGrowth NSW

Central to Eveleigh
redevelopment – it’s big!
Geoff Turnbull

NSW cabinet recently decided
redevelopment of the railway corridor
stretching three kilometres from the
CBD’s Goulburn Street car park to
Macdonaldtown would be part of an
international Expression Of Interest
(EOI) process.
The “Central to Eveleigh Global
Precinct Opportunity” has two distinct
components linked by a Cleveland to
Lawson Street rail corridor, bike and
pedestrian route. It proposes covering
the railway lines between Central
Station and Cleveland Street linking
Surry Hills and Prince Alfred Park with
Chippendale and Ultimo. The high cost
of building over the rail corridor would
need to be met by up to 90-storey highrise development according to some
commentators.
At the Eveleigh end, high-rise over
the railway corridor at and next to
Redfern Station is proposed alongside
the development of already identified
land at the Australian Technology Park
(ATP) and North Eveleigh.
New high-rise developments are
also proposed over current operational
railway areas west of ATP. Railcorp’s

Air-conditioned Depot Carriage Sheds
are combined with some Eveleigh public
housing for one development while the
Macdonaldtown stabling yards and
station potentially produce a high-rise
abutting Leamington Avenue. Improved
pedestrian and bike routes across the
Eveleigh corridor are also proposed.
City Shapers in the Draft Metro
Strategy gives priority to “investigate
the regeneration potential of areas such
as Town Hall, Central to City Road
and Central to Eveleigh”. While still
on exhibition, the Metro Strategy was
used as the basis for the announcement
alongside Council’s 2030 Strategy
proposal to build over the rail corridor
around Central.
The Redfern Waterloo Authority
planning controls on government
land adjacent the rail corridor will be
reassessed as part of the EOI process.
Larger buildings and fewer setbacks to
surrounding conservation areas may
result for the community with land sale
revenue going to treasury rather than
the construction of Redfern Station.
Developer interest is reported but
there is also scepticism within the
industry that this will be the cash cow
the government hopes. Earlier studies
on Redfern Station suggested that

property prices would need to increase
substantially to make building over the
station viable. There is concern that if
Redfern station has to wait for building
above the lines to be viable then an
accessible station is still a long way off.
A council resolution following the
announcement noted council was
meeting the Metro Strategy new housing
targets but that new commercial and
jobs development was needed. Lack of
interest in commercial space has seen
Frasers switch approved commercial
space to residential at Central Park.
Commercial blocks at the ATP have not
been released due to insufficient interest.
While the CBD end looks most viable
for building above the lines, it is the
already identified sites at ATP and North
Eveleigh that are likely to be the first to
go to market.
UrbanGrowth NSW, which has
carriage of the EOI process, expect
by the end of 2013 that a Rail Futures
Report will make building over lines
possible without limiting future rail
system requirements. This will also
determine if all of North Eveleigh can
go to market.
Unde r t he pr ov i s ion s of t he
government’s New Planning System
the community is to participate in the

preparation of plans and a vision for
their local areas and a Community
Participation Plan in line with the
processes in the White Paper should
be prepared. UrbanGrowth is currently
preparing such a plan for discussion
with the community.
REDWatch has asked UrbanGrowth to
explain the proposal to the community
surrounding the site and to hold a
community forum as soon as possible.
A broad based community reference
group, transparency and release of
studies including around Redfern Station
and improvements on web portals have
been requested by REDWatch.
Most importantly the community
needs to be consulted about the
constraints and requirements expected
of the site’s developers before the EOI
goes out. The preservation of heritage
buildings is one constraint recognised in
the announcement but there are others
that need to be included in the EOI.
This discussion needs to happen upfront
so the community and developers have
certainty about what is expected to
S
be delivered.
Geoff Turnbull is spokesperson for
REDWatch. For more information go to
www.redwatch.org.au/RWA/corridor

Glenn has built many strong
relationships with the people
he has met through selling The
Big Issue – both other vendors
and customers. “I have formed
many close relationships with
other vendors. We all share
a common goal, we are all
working together.” Outside
of Glenn’s relationships
with his fellow vendors, he
has also maintained a few
strong relationships with the
businesses where he sells.
“I would like to thank the staff
at the Aurora Hotel, Pure Juice,
and the Commonwealth Bank.
They have been very nice to
me over the years. If I need
anything they always help out.
I have a lot of respect for them.”
If you or anyone you know
could benefit from becoming a
vendor for The Big Issue, please
contact the Sydney office for
more information:
125-127 Little Eveleigh St.
Redfern; phone 8332 7200;
email sydney@bigissue.org.au
Photo by Peter Holcroft

The Big Issue is Australia’s
leading social enterprise.
It is an independent, not
for‑profit organisation that
develops solutions to help
homeless, disadvantaged
and marginalised people
positively change their lives.
The Big Issue magazine is
published fortnightly and sold
on the streets by vendors who
purchase copies for $3 and
sell them for $6, keeping the
difference.
to find out more visit:
thebigissue.org.au
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tripod cafe
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington
Ph: 9698 8677 Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

Pepsee
CUT & COLOUR H A IRSA LON

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available
276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008
Mobile: 0403 110 832

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure
Psychology
Urban Nature wellbeing centre
216 enmore rd (cnr edgeware Rd)
enmore nsw 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

The R U OK? Foundation is a not-for-profit
organisation dedicated to encouraging
all people to regularly, meaningfully
ask “are you ok?” to support those
struggling with life.
R U OK? Day is our national day of action
on the second Thursday of September
(September 12, 2013), and dedicated to
reminding people to regularly check in
with family and friends.
www.ruokday.com
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A push for change to
Light Rail system
Brittney Manning

SURRY HILLS: The residents of Surry
Hills are calling for a change to the
proposed Light Rail system that
will operate around their innercity suburb, through to the CBD.
The NSW government has revealed
it will go ahead with the South East
Light Rail system that will run along
Anzac Parade and straight through
Surry Hills along Devonshire Street.
The residents of Surry Hills are to
be significantly impacted by this
and PUSH (People Unite Surry Hills)
is a key group in making sure the
residents’ concerns are addressed.
People Unite Surry Hills is a
local action community group
that was formed in response to the
government’s announcement of the
Light Rail system. With reference to
the houses of Surry Hills, the streets
connected with Devonshire Street,
the demolition of Olivia Gardens
and surrounding parklands, PUSH’s
aim is to persuade the government
and the Light Rail Company to
abandon the planned route from
Anzac Parade to Chalmers Street,
via Devonshire Street. Founder and
director, Venietta Slama-Powell,
states: “We believe there are better
ways. We are greatly surprised by
the consideration of Devonshire
Street, as it is not an existing traffic
corridor. It has not been used as a
traffic corridor for good reason.”
This Light Rail System will
significantly impact residents
of the Surry Hills Community.
It will affect parklands. It will
mean the demolition of 69
apartments, which is a loss of
homes for over 100 people.
Ms Salma-Powell highlights
how, if Light Rail were to
proceed, it will affect not just

the residents but surrounding
businesses who help breathe life
into the inner-city suburb.
“It will directly affect a lot of
business that gentrify Surry Hills.
Surry Hills has been gentrified,
for the last ten years, into an
internationally unique suburb.
It is recognised across the world,
and it is made up of a lot of small
business. That will not be able
to withstand a long construction
period that is typical for Light Rail.
So we are talking about the iconic
Bourke Street Bakery, and the Book
Kitchen who are greatly concerned.”
The parking around Surry Hills is
also a noteworthy concern. It will be
greatly impacted, with the possible
loss of over 100 spots. In addition,
residents living in Devonshire
Street are concerned that the loss of
parking will result in a decrease of
20 per cent on their property value.
“There are a lot of properties on
Devonshire Street that have one-way
access which is via Devonshire
Street. There are a lot of people
with a disability, who rely on
taxis to go to their front door to
pick them up. They will no longer
be able to have that access.”
Also, lives could be impacted
because emergency services are
going to find it difficult to get to
people in homes on Devonshire
Street and also across Surry
Hills,” Ms Salma Powell said.
In response to these concerns,
PUSH has issued a Freedom of
Information request to try and
obtain some information which
the public has the right to know
after the government failed to
involve the residents and business
owners of Surry Hills concerning
the proposed Light Rail system.
“They announced it publically
on the 12th of December, 2012. It

was the first that any of us heard
about it. The residents of Olivia
Gardens were told on the 6pm
news that their property was going
to be removed, which is absolutely
appalling. The local businesses
have been trying to communicate
with the government and trying
to have a dialogue. There has
been no means of communication.
Thousands of people have written
to the Minister and the Lord
Mayor. Residents received a
generic letter, which people found
really offensive because we have
raised very genuine concerns, and
raised very genuine questions, but
we still don’t have answers and
we definitely need answers.”
The residents of Surry Hills
and PUSH have been active in a
petition calling for a sustainable
route and are also gaining support
for their cause from influential
MPs. PUSH has been collaborating
with Independent MP of Sydney,
Alex Greenwich, who is endorsing
PUSH’s petition. “I will work
to protect public open space,
maximise on-street parking and
ensure access across Devonshire
Street at all junctions. We also
need to prevent noise impacts on
people’s homes and businesses, and
to ensure that anyone whose home
is resumed gets fair compensation.
And the government needs to
plan the project well to prevent
chaos during construction.”
Ms Salma- Powell concludes:
“What we are asking is for the
right research to be conducted,
and to ensure the best route for
the sustainable future. We believe
that working together, through
consultation with the community
and the government, we can find a
better solution and can make better
S
variants to their proposal.”

Renumbering project for John Northcott
Charmaine Jones

SURRY HILLS: After almost a decade
of lobbying from tenants, emergency
services, and Housing NSW staff, the
John Northcott building is about to be
renumbered.
Standing tall on the highest point in
the CBD, the John Northcott building
in Surry Hills is home to almost 600
public housing tenants. The design of
the building has, since its construction,
caused navigation problems for tenants,
visitors, and service providers alike.
The building has four inter-connected
blocks and 13 egresses. The blocks,
reminiscent of a gaol, were titled A
Block, B Block and so on. There was no
actual street number and tenants had to
use their block letter, level number, unit
number and the name of the building
in their address. To further complicate
matters, where the units and letter boxes
were listed level first then unit number,
Housing NSW had the reverse in their
data base system – unit first.
For a building with 420 units,
emergency services had over 8,000
different configurations. B12/14
Northcott could be listed as 12B/14,
14/12B. Valuable time was lost in
responding to emergency calls, with
services often attending the wrong
unit on the wrong level, which had, on
occasion, resulted in tragic outcomes.
After a safety audit again highlighted

Northcott residents have new numbers at the entrance to their units Photo: Andrew Collis

the issue (completed in 2012), Lands
and Housing Corporation, the owner
of the asset, committed funds to the
renumbering project and work began
in early July. Tenants will receive a new
unit and street address, numbered much
like a hotel. New letterboxes and unit
numbers will be installed, along with
clearer signage and easy way-finding
measures for visitors to the building.
Discussions with the Post Office, the
Electoral Office and the City of Sydney
have ensured all stakeholders are up to
date with the scheme.
Colleen Hepburn, the Chairperson

of the Surry Hills Public Tenants
Association, noted the change is making
some tenants, especially the elderly,
anxious, and is asking Housing NSW
to keep tenants informed and support
them throughout the implementation
process. She said tenant representatives
would be available, through the
Northcott Community Centre, to assist
tenants in understanding the changes.
Housing NSW will be informing certain
agencies like energy providers of the
change, but tenants will be given a list
of agencies and people they will have
S
to contact themselves.
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Seeking
asylum
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cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

EDITORIAL
SSH

On Saturday August 3 a
Service of Lament was held at
the Pitt Street Uniting Church
in Sydney. The Social Justice
Forum, which brings together
the Uniting Church and its
community service and social
justice division of UnitingCare
NSW.ACT, called the Service to
express sadness and concern at
the treatment of asylum seekers.
In particular, the Church laments
the demonisation of asylum seekers
in recent political discourse, the
expectation that less-developed
countries in our region bear heavy
responsibility for housing refugees,
and the disregard for rights as set
out in the Refugee Convention to
which Australia is a signatory.
In a statement first published
in 2012, Uniting Church National
Assembly President, Rev. Prof.
Andrew Dutney, said: “Australia
remains the only country in the
world with the inhumane policy of
reducing its offshore refugee intake
for every person accepted as a
refugee onshore. While the Uniting
Church welcomes the promised
overall increase in humanitarian
places … this continuing policy
is arbitrary and unnecessary. It
achieves nothing other than to
perpetuate the double lie: that our
hospitality is already stretched
to the limit, and that onshore
refugees are ‘queue jumpers’”
(ABC Religion and Ethics).
Rev. Dr Brian Brown,
Moderator of the Uniting Church
in Australia, Synod of NSW and
the ACT, said: “As a Church we
are inspired by Jesus’ spirit of
compassion and justice and his
solidarity with the most vulnerable.
We cannot simply stand by and
watch our fellow human beings
treated with such indignity. This is
our opportunity to show the depth
of our compassion for those seeking
refuge from persecution and war.” S
www.unitingjustice.org.au

READERS' LETTERS
Wounded Christ
I read with interest the article by
Dorothy McRae-McMahon on Tom
Bass (‘The legacies of Tom Bass’,
SSH July). I wonder how many
in our local area know that we
have our very own work of art by
Tom Bass in St Vincent’s Catholic
Church at Redfern. It is the altar
that was used by Fr Ted Kennedy
and this altar is still in the church
but unfortunately not used by
the current priests. It depicts very
simply but movingly the five
wounds of Christ and provides a
rich source for reflection. Another
work of art in St Vincent’s Church
is the mural painted by local
Aboriginal artists; this carries the
words of Pope John Paul II to the
Aboriginal people of Australia
delivered in Alice Springs in
1986. Regrettably this mural is

deteriorating and members of the
community are very concerned by
the ongoing deterioration, and the
failure of authorities to approve
its restoration. It is a work of art
that means a great deal to the local
Aboriginal people in particular..
(Sr) Esmey Herscovitch
Redfern

Complete krudd
Dumping asylum seekers
on PNG is complete krudd, the
most cynical people-trafficking
operation ever proposed by a
government, and doomed to fall
over at the first court challenge
here or there, or the first riot there.
Norrie
(A white boat person, brought
here as a child from Britain on
the Assisted Passage Scheme,
so an economic refugee,
basically, renting in Redfern)

Housing NSW and carbon
footprint reduction
opinion
Ross Smith

Housing NSW has delivered
an ongoing contribution to the
reduction of its own carbon
footprint whilst facilitating the
use of public transport by the
broader community. The project
is a demonstration of Housing
NSW’s ongoing desire to engage
with the broader community
and the encouragement of
its tenants to follow suit. An
underlying principle driving the
project has been the reduction
of barriers to public housing
tenants’ capacity to participate
in the broader community.
The project was many years in the
making and involved extensive input
from the tenants of a major inner-city

public housing estate. In the delivery
of the project the tenants were
required to forego a facility of their
tenancies – usage of off-street carpark
spaces. In the post-implementation
phase of the project, the tenants
now monitor its operation and make
bi-monthly reports to Housing NSW.
The project is centred around
the provision of free off-street car
parking within a two to three minute
leisurely stroll to a major interchange
train station one stop away from the
City Circle train loop. The project has
the capacity to provide this service
for 50 cars in an area regularly
patrolled by security guards under
a Housing NSW issued contract.
The project is located alongside an
extensive park with sporting and
recreational facilities including
BBQs and a children’s playground.
The location was chosen to enable
the commuters to unwind prior

to completing their journey thus
enabling them to arrive home with
an enhanced capacity to enjoy their
evening in a domestic environment. It
also provides a “refresh” break prior
to completing their morning travel
with the attendant capacity to reduce
the onset of workplace induced
stress. To enhance the uptake of the
project by commuters it was included
in all major street directories,
where it still appears today.
In line with the demonstrated
desire to reduce its carbon footprint
Housing NSW’s next project on the
same inner-city public housing estate
may well be the adjusting of the
timer mechanisms for the common
area security lights throughout the
estate. At present many of these
lights are on during the daytime.
Some turn off at night whilst others
are on 24 hours a day, seven days
S
a week.

Two religions
faith
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

In a recent homily on the parable of
the Good Samaritan, Rev. Andrew
Collis, the Minister with South
Sydney Uniting Church in Waterloo,
made reference to an enlightening
workshop held at the Pitt Street
Uniting Church in July. It was run by
Seattle-based scholars, Wes HowardBrook and Sue Ferguson Johnson.
The focus was the theme in HowardBrook’s book “Come Out My People!”:
God’s Call Out of Empire and Beyond,
which invites readers to reflect on
two biblical “religions” – a religion
of Empire vs a religion of Creation.
Andrew said that a dichotomy of two
religions “may run the risk of sectarian
pessimism (the Empire, it seems, is
ever striking back), but that the risk
is countered by a joyful mysticism and
paradox: the more deeply Christian I
become, the less it matters my being
Christian”. This may, indeed, be a
paradox but when we explore it we can
recognise its profound truth.
Some people would see strong
Christianity as holding to a very
defined faith, one which is based on
a fundamentalist view of Scripture
and which calls them to try to convert
everyone to that point of view. Because
they see people of other faiths, or no
faith, as those who are not “saved” they
have no reason to listen to them, relate
to them with respect, let alone learn
anything from them. For them, strong
Christianity leads to rejecting people
who are not “believers” on their terms.
On the other hand, we could begin
by reflecting on a Christ who said that
the two greatest commandments were
to love our God and our neighbour as
ourselves. When we deeply love the
God of all creation, we are invited to
see the wonder and grandeur of all
that is around us, including that in
people who have travelled on differing
religious and life journeys. They are
our neighbours and Jesus told his
friends to look at the fruits of people’s

lives, rather than what group they
might belong to. When we dare to do
that, we demonstrate that we are open
to listen to who they are and why they
make the choices they do.
Then we may be inspired to see
things differently, to gain new wisdom
and to open our hearts and minds to
ongoing searches for truth – rather
than simply learning rules for faith and
life. Part of that searching is, of course,
related to wrestling with the ancient
writings of many different groups of
people in the Bible itself. None of this
leads to a diminishing of our Christian
faith. It rather adds to its depth and
breadth and inspires us to feel safe
and enriched in relating respectfully
to others and to the journeys of people
down the ages. The fact that we are
not threatened by differences gives the
message that our own faith is quietly
secure and is something which can go
on growing in many relationships and
every day of our lives.
It could encourage us to believe
in a living God who goes on inviting
us to new truth and to be eternally
curious about the nature of truth.
This doesn’t mean that we can’t live
from the truth which we understand
at each point in time but that, as we
live from it, we may discover a new
aspect of it. It encourages us to live in
respectful relationships with many
people, offering them what lies beneath
our own living and sharing in what
inspires their choices and lifestyles.
Imagine what the world could be
like if people of every faith and none
believed that there is always more to
learn from each other and from life
itself – that we could enjoy sharing
ideas with each other, acknowledging
that we are all really ordinary human
beings, who will never know the whole
truth. We could cross all sorts of lines
of judgment and difference and add
deep peace to the whole creation as
we celebrate our discoveries and open
our ears and eyes, minds and hearts,
to what we might receive from each
other. That would be nothing short of
a miracle! But miracles are, indeed,
S
always possible.
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The SSH editors hold diverse opinions
on the prospect of legal euthanasia in
NSW. We ask: How ought quality of life be
measured? Is personal autonomy/“ability”
a sufficient measure of human life?
What kinds of additional (social and
psychological, direct and indirect)
pressures would legal euthanasia exert

upon older and less able people? How
might euthanasia legislation inevitably
be abused (in regards to inheritance, for
example)? Is it fair or moral to ask another
(doctor and/or family member) to share/
bear responsibility for ending my life?
Conversely: Is it conscionable to witness
the extreme suffering of a loved one, the

August 2013

limitations of pain management and
relief, and yet hold to mere or outdated
principles? Should a person facing
interminable suffering not be free to
choose a dignified death? Is withholding
or withdrawing treatment really so
different from administering a drug to
end a life of suffering? Is administering

powerful pain-relieving drugs (resulting,
ultimately, in loss of consciousness)
really so different from administering
a drug to end a life of suffering?
The SSH invites further consideration
of this complex issue. We will publish
articles from various perspectives.

The need for a ‘better death’

Euthanasia (assisted voluntary suicide) focuses primarily on those with a terminal illness, those living with extreme pain and
suffering, carers and loved ones. The issue, however, is broad in scope. Advances in medical technology and palliative care practice
mean, increasingly, that many of us are living longer lives. Whether quality of life can be maintained in this context is a vexed question.
Jaqi Pascoe

W

hen my beloved
grandmother died, she
was a month short of her
94th birthday. It was a solemn and
sorrowful day, but overwhelmingly
it was a huge relief – for me, for
everyone else who cared for and/
or about her, and most of all for
Gran herself.

Five-and-a-half years earlier,
her eldest child and only daughter
– my mother – had succumbed to
cancer at 65, after an eight-month
battle. A month before Mum died,
Granddad, aged 94, took a tumble,
hit his head, and died a week later
in hospital, on Christmas Day 2006.
At 89, Gran lost her husband of 67
years and her daughter, in three
weeks. In great grief and fading
health, she refused my offer to
move in with her and allowed the
authorities to move her – a gold-card
Veterans Affairs war widow – into
the RSL’s state-of-the-art nursing
home on Collaroy Plateau.
The rest of her life was, not to
put too fine a point on it, a wait
for death – patient, valiant and
courteous at first, then as the years
wore on and her body and mind
slowly gave out – increasingly
wretched, fearful, cranky, miserable
and confused. Having lost most of
her once-extensive family and all
her many friends of longstanding,
Gran – a staunch Protestant
Christian – prayed for death. If
there were a pill you could take and
a God compassionate enough to
allow you to take it, she would have
swallowed one the day Granddad
died. But over the ensuing fiveand-a-half years, as day after day
despite her prayers God declined to
take her and seemed, furthermore,
disposed to inflict on her a level of
suffering and indignity that became
horrific, Gran lost pretty much
everything else, too – her health,
her modest pride, her sight, her
mind, and, ultimately, her faith.
No one deserves the misery
my grandmother suffered in her
final years, and it’s a national
embarrassment that the generation
who survived World War II, picked
up the pieces and built us our sturdy
national economy has been so
ill-served by a system specifically
intended to give them a peaceful
old age and a good death. I visited
my Gran every week through
those years, and I moved on-site
for the last nine days of her life.
I saw a fair bit of nursing home
life and I can tell you, if there were
a pill or a potion you could take,

those places would be transformed:
there’d be pill-popping parties
every month and an altogether
fresh air of celebration, jubilation
and satisfaction. Lots of people
would never use the privilege, but
they’d be happier just for having
it. Lots of people would swear
they’d never use it, then – like
new mothers in labour – would
see the light and call for it when
they realised just how agonising
the process can actually be.

was on a medication whose side
effects included itching so violent
that she would scratch till her body
was flecked with blood. Her toilet
functions were no longer under her
control, and she wore napkins day
and night. Her spasmed hand tended
to develop fungus and skin-rot in
its clammy creases, so she wore
a sheepskin pad that hooked over
her thumb and strapped round her
wrist. By the end, her mind had
long since given out under the strain

... you’re imprisoned in a bureaucratic
system designed to keep you alive as long
as possible, no matter how poor your
health, how ghastly your existence...
What’s agonising about nursinghome life is not just the dragging
monotony of a painful, fretful,
humiliating, corralled decline. It’s
the fact that you’re imprisoned in
a bureaucratic system designed to
keep you alive as long as possible,
no matter how poor your health,
how ghastly your existence, how
non-existent your prospects. It’s the
inescapable sense that everything
that once defined you, anchored
you and gave you pleasure all
your life is gone but you’re not;
that the place you live in is full
of dead men walking – or not
walking – and you’re one of them.
In the case of the conventionally
religious like my Gran, it’s the
rock-solid belief that death by active
personal choice is wrong that does
much of the damage. But a few
years in a nursing home can be
quite literally soul-destroying.
I remember my grandmother as
a youthful, elegant, vivacious and
attractive woman. From her girlhood
she loved to dance, and she played
tennis in her prime and bowls later,
and was physically active well into
old age. Even when she was reduced
to using a walker, I remember her
hobbling determinedly round and
round the circuit of the nursing
home, maintaining what fitness she
could. By the time she died, though,
my poor Gran was completely
crippled, her legs twisted stiffly to
one side at the hips and dreadfully
withered, her left arm useless and
contracted in a tight, painful, ugly
spasm after her last stroke. She was
blind but for light and shadow, had
limited movement in her good arm,
couldn’t tolerate many foods and
was plagued by a variety of skin
problems. For some months she

of grief, confusion, humiliation,
longing, and religious crisis.
I’m sorry; this is obviously not
a pleasant read, but I find myself
obliged to detail the reality of her
last years with a fierce forensic
insistence precisely because we
are so reluctant to face this issue.
In the course of our time together
I learned many things from my
grandmother, mostly through her
gentle positive reinforcement. But
it is this last, uncharacteristically
bitter lesson I want most urgently
to pass on: leaving it to God to
choose the time of your death – even
if you are blamelessly sweet of
nature, well-loved and respected,
comfortably well off, and cared
for in the finest facilities – will not
ensure that your death happens
in reasonable good time. In purely
medical terms there is sound cause
for this, but the consequences
create a large and grave risk that
requires a legal counter-protection.
The medical system defines
“life” as a set of physiological
symptoms, but we live it as a set
of experiences, the last of which
is the process and moment of
dying. For most people this won’t
happen at home, so a health
system that doesn’t acknowledge,
accommodate and facilitate that
final part of life in a manner
beneficial to the patient is failing its
principles as well as its patients.
But it is surely the physician’s
most difficult job to navigate the
fraught territory between these
two paradigms, the physiological
and the experiential, where his
or her responsibilities may shift
radically under the precept to do

no harm. Harm in this context is
generally – and logically enough
– interpreted to include killing.
But harm is defined as much by
the experience of its victim as by
imposed criteria, and for anyone
near to death there may well come
a point when there is more harm
in living than in dying. Before the
point at which the frail elderly begin
deliberately throwing themselves
out of bed, a legal assisted-suicide
option is a crucial human right.
In my Gran’s case, despite her
fervent wish for death, the fear of
God stayed her hand until it was
too feeble for the task, and she
was forced to hold it out in vain
supplication to people who wanted
to help – with either assistance or
spiritual reassurance – but who had
nothing adequate to either task.
My grandmother should have had
a peaceful death in full command
of her faculties, and well before
pain, debility and disillusionment
made a mockery of her life, her
character, and her service to her
family and the nation. Instead,
her faith and the submission it
imposed – supported by the lack
of legal options – imprisoned her
for years in a wretched oubliette
of the soul, tormented by a moral
code that pushed her to conclude
she was alive and suffering
because she had done wrong.
In the end, what did my Gran
more harm than anything was
the Church’s sanction against
suicide, the “sin” for which you
never get the chance to repent.
But when the Church’s fear of
change causes it to fail believers
on a social justice issue, it is the
State’s duty to pick up the slack.
The Rights of the Terminally Ill
Bill, recently defeated 23-13 in the
NSW Legislative Council, could
not have helped my grandmother,
who did not elect intervention
until the early stages of dementia
were evident. But it is the first,
most desperately needed step
toward a society that does not
allow its extraordinary advances
in medical care to enforce an
extended, exquisitely lonely,
increasingly unpleasant half-life
for those dying of old age. Many
of the boom generation have
seen their parents decline in
nursing homes and are anxious
not to end up there themselves.
The problem is not the quality of
care, but the unresolved tension
between the power of medicine
and the brute facts of mortality.
Old age is a terminal illness,
and the law will eventually have

to draw an arbitrary line at an age
beyond which it is legitimate to
decide that one no longer wants
to endure a medically slowed
decline. Radically disabled, terribly
isolated, heavily medicated and
acutely uncomfortable is not most
people’s idea of a way to spend your
final years. The need for a better
death is not going to go away.
The 70-80 per cent of the
population that has supported the
rights of the dying in polls over the
last ten years is only likely to grow.
When the bill eventually passes,
the authoritative voice of the State
will stand in opposition to that of
the Church, offering to the dying
not only a more reasonable option
but also a more compassionate
morality. In the meantime, I hope
the more compassionate churches
will lobby Christian politicians
more strongly, because effective
action is needed against the blindly
fearful and deeply unchristian
attitude of the Australian Christian
Lobby (ACL) to this issue. The ACL’s
influence is considerable: despite the
conscience vote, not one Coalition
member supported the Rights of the
Terminally Ill Bill. Perhaps none
of them have ever been carers.
One of the great difficulties with
this kind of story is that those who
endure it do not live to tell it. I hope
my Gran, who never liked to make
a fuss, doesn’t mind me telling it
for her – for the sake of everyone
who has ever found themselves, or
may in future find themselves, in
need of the means to a good death.
She’d snort at my saying so, but
my Gran was a saint, right to the
end. If assisted suicide had been
a legally and socially sanctioned
option during Gran’s decline, no one
– least of all God – could or would
have condemned her to a fate worse
S
than death.

For information about the
Rights of the Terminally Ill Bill
see Hansard speeches by Cate
Faehrmann and Peter Primrose.
LIFELINE: 13 11 14 is a
confidential telephone crisis
support service available
24/7 from a landline,
payphone or mobile.
The Aged-care Rights Service
Inc (TARS) is a community
legal centre that provides legal
advice and information to older
people in NSW. All calls to TARS
are confidential: 9281 3600.
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Bold and beautiful
Artist Profile: Ngaiire

Ngaiire Photo: Supplied

Heather Robinson
Ngaiire is an empowering,
inspirational artist. Her name
(pronounced Ny-rie) is a Maori
name meaning “red flower”. Like this
image, Ngaiire is bold, passionate
and beautiful.
Born in Lae Morobe Province in
Papua New Guinea and now living in
Sydney, Ngaiire is a truly creative spirit
who can delight, entertain, confront
and challenge. She combines her highly
polished performances with raw and
earthy emotion.
Her creative talent is exemplified

in the lead song “Dirty Hercules”
from her debut album Lamentations.
Listening to “Dirty Hercules” (featuring
Nai Palm) is a musical treat. With her
soulful, delightful voice, Ngaiire sings
from her heart, expressing her whole
self. Such an openness has not come
automatically. This ability has been
developed by Ngaiire. In her younger
years she was the black sheep, keeping
emotions bottled inside herself, unlike
the rest of her family who wore hearts
on their sleeves.
Ngaiire always knew she wanted to
sing and perform, but at first others
didn’t know this as she only sang on
her own behind the closed bedroom

door. Her determination and ambition
led her to take risks. Now she not only
accepts challenges but looks for them.
The semi-naked dancing in the
“Dirty Hercules” film clip shows how
far Ngaiire has come. The work depicts
Ngaiire and dancer Gemma Dawkins
tussling and binding each other with a
long, heavy rope. One of them will break
free of the binding. Ngaiire says “This
clip is not supposed to be sexy. I wanted
it to represent the struggle between
two women and the covetous aspect
of human nature especially in regards
to women and the need to be skinnier,
taller, fitter, better, more successful …”
“Dirty Hercules” has the capacity to

challenge our beliefs about ourselves
and provoke questions. What are the
restrictions from expectations imposed
by society as to what is beautiful and
how we might think about our bodies?
How are we relating to those around us?
Ngaiire has been empowered through
self-acceptance. Her way of facing
challenges in her life and her willingness
to be honest, open and vulnerable are
inspiring. It is no surprise then that her
latest gig, launching her newest single,
“Around”, at 505 in Cleveland Street,
Surry Hills, was sold out. This song also
has a complexity and deeper meaning
arising from Ngaiire’s reflections on
human relationships and the world

around her. Her insights show a wise
mind. Though young in years she has
already experienced and survived many
difficulties.
At the tender age of 3, Ngaiire was
diagnosed with stomach cancer and
spent the next four years in and out
of hospital. One of the well-known
side effects of treatment is loss of hair
and this made her a target for bullying.
While Ngaiire carries the physical scar of
this illness she responds with gratitude
for circumstances that enabled her to
have treatment, and she has an acute
appreciation for the value of life.
Another circumstance for which
Ngaiire is grateful is the move she made
when 16 years of age from PNG to
Lismore. It was here that her musical
world expanded. Until this move Ngaiire
was immersed only in reggae. In her
new environment she was exposed to
blue-grass, folk, classical and all kinds of
music. She loved everything she heard.
No wonder she now has an eclectic style.
One day Ngaiire hopes to introduce
her own music education program
in PNG that will give children more
opportunities to develop their musical
talents and help them to simply enjoy the
gifts that different styles of music bring.
Ngaiire is motivated to work hard.
Her mother Miriam and grandmother
Kiagi are themselves inspiring women
who have nurtured Ngaiire and have
helped her to pursue her dreams
and ambitions and to value building
relationships.
If you are travelling you might hear
Ngaiire inflight. “Dirty Hercules” has
been programmed for both Jetstar
and PNG’s Air Niugini inflight
entertainment. Royal Brunei Airlines
have “Around” on their Beat Program.
Both songs are from Lamentations,
produced by Tim Curnick. Selected
tracks were produced in collaboration
with Aaron Choulai (pianist) who also
co-wrote some of the songs with Ngaiire.
Chris Townend and Tim Curnick (bass)
mixed the album.
In the coming months Ngaiire will be
travelling to Iceland where she hopes to
be open to a stream of consciousness and
write songs for the next album.
From the lush and fertile rainforests
of Papua New Guinea to the sparse
fields, mountains and glaciers of Iceland,
wherever she is, Ngaiire carries within
herself a spirit that blossoms, making
the world a better place.
ngaiire.com.au

Open book on life in love
SSH
The launch of Dorothy McRaeMcMahon’s book, A Life and Death
Conversation with Ali, was an occasion
for warm reflection. The event was held
on July 6 at the South Sydney Uniting
Church and was chaired by parish
minister Rev. Andrew Collis. More
than 100 people were in attendance,
including publisher and editor Rev.
Dr Ian Price, guest speaker Julie
McCrossin, family and friends of
the author and the author’s deceased
partner Ali Blogg.
Over the years Dorothy McRae-

McMahon has contributed various titles
to the MediaCom publishing house. Ian
Price regards her latest work – memoir,
eulogy and liturgy – a rare and wonderful
book. It’s a record of a painful journey,
a common love and perspective, he
said. “In the pages of this book you
will discover honest and transparent
reflections on life, love, death, God, life
after death, grief and faith.”
Andrew Collis said: “It really is a fine
record of honest and transformative
relationship. Ali’s presence, in it and
through it, is so vivid … I can only
imagine the strength it took, after Ali’s
death, to complete it. I can only imagine
the way the writing has accompanied

the grieving and perhaps has offered a
way to grieve with gratitude for love.”
Julie McCrossin spoke as a close
friend of Dorothy and Ali, and as
someone enduring her own cancer
treatment. Her words were full of
understanding and assurance, as she
paid tribute to “an abiding love story,
a deep, probing, ongoing conversation
… a conversation we are invited to
join, an outward-looking conversation
that nurtures meaning while expecting
ambiguity”. The book’s key strengths,
she said, are its brevity, intimacy and
simple language.
mediacom.com.au

Dorothy McRae-McMahon, Andrew Collis and Ian Price Photo: Lyn Turnbull
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The Reviews
Live Music Review
by Andrew Collis

Laura Marling, Marika Hackman
St Stephen’s Uniting Church
Macquarie St, Sydney
July 24, 2013
The St Stephen’s church on Macquarie
Street was a fitting venue for a chilly
night of stunning “nu folk” presented
by Heavenly Sounds. The candles in the
sanctuary were lit, and the pews, at floor
and mezzanine levels, were packed with
respectful and fashionable music fans.
Marika Hackman was a revelation.
Alternating between acoustic and
effects-laden electric guitars, she
delivered an ethereal and confident
set. Hackman’s sound is raw and
captivating – at times psychedelic –
her songs complex without feeling
contrived. Check out the mini-album,
That Iron Taste.
Laura Marling took to the stage
with just a couple of acoustic guitars,
accompanied by cellist and occasional
backing vocalist Ruth de Turberville.
She began with the opening four songs
from her latest album, Once I Was An
Eagle. It was an impressive opening. The
songs work seamlessly and Marling was
very much in command – her voice was
astonishingly good.
The set included a few older
favourites, a couple of new compositions
and most tracks from the new album.
“Master Hunter” was a standout – folk
with a rock attitude. “Little Bird” and
“Saved These Words” left the audience
spellbound.
The only criticism I’d make is with the
length of time spent tuning guitars. It’s
interesting up to a point to have Marling
announce various tunings but, again and
again, it ruins the mood.
Once I Was An Eagle is Marling’s
fourth album. Recorded in LA with
Ryan Adams’ producer Ethan Johns,
it’s the 23 year old’s finest collection – a

compelling cycle of self-examination,
hurt, loss, doubt and openness to renewal.
The arrangements are understated –
evidently the vocals were recorded in one
session. The songs – literary, well-crafted,
warm – worked really well live. And de
Turberville’s playing was exceptional.
Her backing vocals were just right, too.
The gig was all over too quickly, and
sans encore (Marling doesn’t do encores,
evidently), the audience poured into the
street, via the merchandise tables with
Laura Marling CDs, t-shirts and playing
cards. We were left wanting more.

»»music@ssh.com.au

Dave Franco, Woody Harrelson and
Isla Fisher, is amusing and fun. Their
stage show is spectacular and the magic
global in its scale and extravagance, to
the extent that 3D glasses were almost
required.
The heist set-up is also intriguing
and for a moment there, a clever and
ground-breaking film threatened. And
then it all went, well, Hollywood normal.
Car chases, shooting, explosions and a
pointless love interest combined with a
fairly predictable and almost ridiculous
ending.
Now You See Me is a complex film and
mostly in a good way. While it is largely
an entertaining piece of film-making it’s
ultimately a disappointment.
Rating: Three rabbits

Film Reviews
by Lindsay Cohen

Now You See Me
Director: Louis Leterrier
Starring: Jesse Eisenberg, Mark
Ruffalo, Woody Harrelson, Isla
Fisher, Morgan Freeman
Genre: Poof!
Making a movie is all about putting a
new twist on an old theme. Everything
has been done before, the trick for the
movie maker is to do it differently. So
it was refreshing, for a while at least, to
see a heist film that uses magic as its
central plot device.
In Now You See Me, four magicians,
the best of their craft, are summoned
by an unknown person. Together they
take the world by storm and play to
packed stadia and huge TV audiences.
It’s all a ruse, of course, even the ruses
are ruses. There are also twists. It’s that
kind of film. Stereotypical Interpol and
FBI agents bumble around and a couple
of legendary actors, Michael Caine and
Morgan Freeman, are thrown in for
gravitas.
Now You See Me starts promisingly
enough. The interplay between the four
magicians, played by Jesse Eisenberg,

have been amusing), reminiscent of
Bill Murray in his prime, who takes
shy teenager Duncan (Liam James)
under his wing.
So in case you hadn’t already
guessed, this is a coming-of-age film,
that meaningless genre that includes
any film starring children between the
ages of about 9 and 16. The only thing
they have in common is that they take
themselves seriously. And that’s where
The Way, Way Back loses momentum.
What was an amusing and
occasionally hilarious romp goes all
mushy about halfway through and never
gets back its mojo though it tries hard. It
all ends happily. They usually do.
Rating: Three and a half pimples

»»film@ssh.com.au

Theatre Review
by Catherine Wood

The Way, Way Back
Directors: Nat Faxon, Jim Rash
Starring: Steve Carrell, Toni Collette,
Sam Rockwell, Alison Janney
Genre: Close, but no exploding cigar
Oh for a pure comedy. One where
the laughs aren’t put on hold because
of some heart-warming resolution
or because it’s “important” that you
understand this is the serious bit. And
where the comedy is character driven
and witty, not obvious, cheap, crass or
childish.
The Way, Way Back threatens to be
very good. Certainly, it starts with
great promise as it channels National
Lampoon’s Vacation (before that series
was sequelled to death) with Steve
Carrell doing Chevy Chase to Toni
Collette’s Beverly D’Angelo.
Actually, for the first half hour or so
it’s Allison Janney, C. J. of West Wing
fame, who steals the show. She’s nextdoor neighbour Betty, a newly single,
politically incorrect and frequently
drunk older single mum out to seriously
embarrass every child on holidays,
including her own (especially the one
with the comically lazy eye).
Sam Rockwell is also great, the
smooth-talking, rapid-fire clown (not
in a literal sense – though that would

Rocket Man
Writer/Director: Paul Gilchrist
Tap Gallery, Darlinghurst
July 4-14, 2013
Attending this subtlenuance
presentation is like entering another
world. Imagine coming in from a cold
winter’s night, a climb up worn carpeted
stairs, welcoming words from Daniela
Giorgio (producer), a short time spent
in a dimly lit book-lined bar with other
friendly theatre seekers. At the sound
of a bell, we move along a narrow
passage, our path traced by a tube of
tiny lights, and emerge into a bedroom,
the most personal of spaces, within – by
implication – a shared house.
Like explorers, we scrutinise the
space (designer, Rachel Scane): the
framed print of movie actors at the
height of their fame, purveyors of
various dreams – James Dean, Audrey
Hepburn, Bacall, Monroe, books about
theatre, novels, a painting, untidy racks
of feminine clothing, intimate items
shed alongside the bed, an inviting bed
with soft silvery linen, then darkness.
The players enter, one slips into bed, the

other stands still and so we find them in
the morning, Veronica/Ronnie (Sylvia
Keays) asleep and Neil (Daniel Hunter),
sublimely confident in his navy-blue
Bond’s underwear, intrusively examining
Ronnie’s possessions.
Once awakened Ronnie is focussed
on attending “the thing”, a reading
aka a (possibly life-changing) audition
for Lady MacBeth. Neil, however,
almost inexplicably, after an apparently
satisfactory night spent with Ronnie,
begins a wonderfully comical but
increasingly ferocious attack on the
state of modern stagecraft and acting
as a profession. He “blasts off ”, verbally
battering a distressed Ronnie. Is it
possible to both recognise that Neil is
dangerous and to care that he has cut
himself adrift?
How much can we sympathise with
Claudia (Alyssan Russell)? Although the
personal toll of a traumatic nightshift
in Casualty is made apparent, Claudia’s
entry into Ronnie’s bedroom and her
subsequent vehemence is only partially
justified by raised voices. Moreover, her
intervention exacerbates the situation
and forces her socially awkward
boyfriend, Justin (Stephen Wilkinson),
into an uncharacteristic act of violence
with unexpected consequences. It
is apparent Claudia needs to blame
someone for something, despite her
reiterated claim that what she needs
is sleep.
Why can’t she let go of her traumatic
evening?
Dramatists are not obliged to resolve
their characters’ problems. They provide
the launching pad for the exploration
of inner space, other worlds, and actors
give the theatre experience its vitality
and imaginative veracity. The actors
in Rocket Man are utterly convincing,
sometimes extremely funny and at
others very moving, although there are
favourite moments. Ronnie’s bemused
but resilient reactions to Neil’s outbursts,
for instance, “You’ve really nailed
bitterness”, Neil’s sad self-prediction,
“a night sky forever and forever”, and
Justin’s humble sincerity as he wishes
to be “the one who is in the wrong” are
strong contenders.
If unable to subdue an urge to identify
the play’s title with an Elton John song,
lyrics by Bernie Taupin, released in1972,
and inspired, it is said, by a Ray Bradbury
story of the same name (1951), don’t
resist it. The theme of conflicting and
conflicted worlds is absolutely relevant.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au

Draw on the Mountain
SSH
Wild Valley Art Park in the
Blue Mountains will launch a unique
creative art festival in September –
Australia’s first drawing festival and
sketchbook drawing trail.
Draw on the Mountain is part of
the inaugural 10-day Drawing Trail
Festival, from September 20-29, at
Wild Valley Art Park, Australia’s only
eco arts village. Draw on the Mountain
captures World Heritage backdrops,
iconic tourist attractions and less known
natural locations in the Blue Mountains
and surrounds.
The Festival Program features
workshops and master classes by
Australia’s leading artists, including
Wedderburn artists David Fairbairn and

Suzanne Archer, renowned oil painter
and landscape painter Lucy Culliton,
Byron Bay’s Liz Powell, and local artists
Michael Herron and Michiyo Miwa.
The Festival will culminate in an
exhibition by participating artists in the
Sketchbook Drawing Trail with works
judged for a major $5000 acquisitive
prize, as well as awards for enthusiasts
and children’s categories.
The self-guided Sketchbook Art Trail
includes key mountain destinations such
as the Norman Lindsay Gallery and
Gardens in Faulconbridge, Wentworth
Falls Lake and lookout, Lawson
bushwalks and waterfalls, Scenic World
and the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre
in Katoomba, the derelict blast furnaces
in Lithgow and the incredible natural
beauty of nearby Hassans Wall.
Festival Director, Selena Seifert says

the Draw on the Mountain Festival was
inspired by her personal experience
some years ago with The Brooklyn Art
Library in New York. There they run
THE SKETCHBOOK PROJECT –
a dynamic global project involving
participants from around the world who
are invited to contribute to a travelling
library collection of handmade books.
“My aim is to provide participants
of all ages with an incentive to leave
their technology behind and pick
up a pencil or pen and doodle, draw
or experiment in their sketchbooks,
inspired by the magnificent, unique
and beautiful natural environment
of these Blue Mountains locations,”
Ms Seifert said.
COST $45 per adult & children under
16 $20 – this includes a sketchbook

Artist Michael Herron sketching at Wild Valley Photo: Supplied

and map for self-guided Mountain
destinations as part of the art trail.
Each participant will have work
shown in the competition exhibition.
TO REGISTER for the trail or

workshops, visit
www.wildvalley.com.au/draw
Or contact Wild Valley Art Park
owner and Festival Director
Selena Seifert on 02 4757 4791.
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Loving portraits
Charles Photo: Ben Lawrence

Sandra Beeston
REDFERN: While film director and
photographer Ben Lawrence didn’t
grow up in Redfern he developed a
keen interest in the suburb and the
people living there when his company
relocated from Surry Hills. His own
grandmother, born in 1920 on what
was to become The Block, grew up and
worked in Redfern, and he became
really interested to find out more about
her story.
He first started to approach people
on the street on his lunch break in an
attempt to locate the jelly factory where
his grandmother used to work. “I never
found it, but I got talking to a lot of
people,” Lawrence said. What initially
started as desire to learn more about
his family history evolved into a much
greater project, in the shape of a series of
portraits and the photography exhibition,
Redfern, I Love You, held at Damien
Minton Gallery in July. The series
features 12 people he met in Redfern,
a few of them already well-known figures
in the area, like the flamboyant shop
owner of the Redfern Fruit Market on
Regent Street.
All his subjects were photographed
in his film company’s shopfront studio
on Redfern Street, through a two-way
mirror, so that the subject doesn’t look
at the camera but at themselves, while
Ben takes the picture hiding in a box.
This device was inspired by documentary
maker Errol Morris who invented the
“Interrotron”. The focus point of the
subject changes and he/she tends to
look further than the camera, which
gives them a subtly more intense and
introspective look.
One of his photography subjects,
Allan, was part of the Stolen Generation
and was placed as a young boy in the
Kinchela Boys Home, which housed
between 400 and 600 Aboriginal boys
between 1924 and 1970. This institution
was known as being very harsh and a lot
of violent acts and abuse, often sexual,
were committed there.
Allan’s story touched Ben Lawrence
profoundly and that is how he got in
contact with the Kinchela Boys Home
Aboriginal Corporation, which has

been operating since 2001 as a support
group for the survivors of the home
on their journey of healing. Lawrence
then decided that all the sales from
the photographs would go to the
corporation.
Pastor Ray Minniecon, the
corporation’s founder and CEO, was
delighted with the initiative, which
highlights the situation of the Kinchela
Boys Home survivors and the trauma
they still have to deal with even today.
“It was a very brutal place, and instead of
being an educational institution, it was
a torture chamber for many of them. I
don’t think you can ever wipe out that
memory … and particularly the question
‘Why was I taken from my family?’ still
remains an unanswered question in
their minds. Those questions are real
for children, and they stick with the
survivors of all those particular homes
for the rest of their lives.”
Of the survivors of the home who
are still alive today, the KBHAC
currently supports about 70-80 men.
“The big challenge for us is to make
sure we can lobby the government, lobby
organisations, get the funds we need to
actually make a better life for them at
the end of their lives rather than the life
that they had in the homes as children.”
The KBHAC’s main goal is to help
provide social and emotional well-being.
“The focus is on how you reconstruct
an identity that has been forcibly
removed, how you reconnect a human
being back to their own families, their
communities, their cultures, all those
kind of challenges.”
Ray Minniecon explains that Kinchela
Boys Home was only one of many
homes where children from the Stolen
Generation were placed, as the forced
removals policy was enforced statewide
and interstate. “We have a huge task in
trying to meet the needs of the survivors
of the Stolen Generation … We’re only
dealing with one particular home and
we’re only dealing with the men. The
women are another part of the story
that we have to try to come to grips
with and try to restore their dignity as
well,” Minniecon said.
He hopes the story of those children
keeps being told. “I appreciate Ben taking
an incredible risk to actually have this

exhibition here in Redfern in honour
of the survivors of the Kinchela Boys
Home. I’m honoured by coming here
tonight to be a part of this particular
exhibition, so that this story doesn’t die
and that it keeps on growing. Hopefully

one day we’ll see more of the different
homes, and the children that had been
taken to different homes have their
stories recorded, be told in similar ways
to the Kinchela Boys.”

You can support this project by
writing to the City of Sydney
Council to convince them to buy
the collection of prints. All sales
are in support of Kinchela Boys
Home Aboriginal Corporation.

LO CARMEN & PETER HEAD
ALBUM LAUNCH + JASON WALKER
Indie songstress Lo Carmen “sits in an intangible, magical, rarefied space,
somewhere between Tom Waits & Dolly Parton ...” and pianist Peter Head
has earned his reputation for “always laying down a magical rolling chord,
a riff, a poignant lyric, a primal honed voice – frayed at the edges as it
is, rasping, growling, crackling and about as soulful as it gets …”
Together they launch their long awaited father/daughter album The Apple Don’t
Fall Far From The Tree, a country soul/nightclub honkytonk extravaganza.
Thursday August 15
The Vanguard, 42 King St Newtown
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Wonderful cookies and cakes Photo: Andrew Collis

SSH
Surry Hills charity the Girls
& Boys Brigade (GBB) presented
WONDER101! – a fabulous food
and fantasy fete – at 404 Riley Street
on Sunday August 4.
WONDER101! featured a stellar
lineup of local artisans and performers.
There were fortune-tellers, badgemakers and poets. Participating artists
and designers included Daniel Boyd,
Elke Jewellery, Rittenhouse Vanishing
Elephant, Romance Was Born, P.A.M,
Benah. All were enlisted on the proviso

that they not sell standard fare, but dare
to create something wonderful.
Art in the building’s basement and
music in the rafters was coupled with
food and beverage from the Norfolk
Hotel and the Runcible Spoon, with
a coffee stand by the Golden Cobra.
All proceeds of WONDER101! go
to the Girls & Boys Brigade, a 130
year-old local charity in Surry Hills that
provides a safe place, activities, practical
life skills and education support to create
a brighter future for local inner-city
children in need of a helping hand.
Follow the fun on Instagram at
GBBWonder101.

Up! Up! And Convey!
For readers 12 years and under.
RL is a superhero created by young people at The Sydney Story Factory
in collaboration with artist Erin Dullard.
RL helps commuters up and down the stairs at Redfern railway station.
Cut out the RL graphic and create your own scene at Redfern station.
You might add colour, words, symbols, other characters, shapes, border,
etc. Then send in your design and we will return it to you as an iron-on
transfer! So you can make your very own RL t-shirt or carry bag!
Send designs to: Up! Up! And Convey! PO Box 3288 REDFERN NSW 2016

South Sydney Crossword

Poetry
Daily Destiny
To be any other Sign –
Leo
Sagittarius
Aries –
every day have fun
with loved ones/
appreciate support given/
kick-start creative projects
inspired by Birthday Greats

and not a Novemberite
enjoined to study/
do research/uncover secrets,
especially their own/throw
inkpots at the devil
and to find in a single moment
of joy enough for a
whole lifetime.

I love it when you’re smiling
the whole world seems alive then
my soul feels like dancing
like throwing my head
back and laughing
at the sky.
CROSSWORD
BY D.W.

Inner-city twist of fete

– Adrian Spry

– Catherine Wood
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WORDPLAY – Creative Writing Group
CLUB REDFERN, 2/159 REDFERN ST
6-8pm – Weds 7 & 21 AUGUST. Phone Andrew on 8399 3410. All welcome
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First correct entry
receives a prize.
Send to:
South Sydney
Crossword
PO Box
3288, Redfern
NSW 2016

Across
5. Transmit
6. Acts like a pig in mud
8. Our currency
10. Of birth
11. Age
13. Word with flower or shower
14. Chechnyan, perhaps
17. Twosome
18. Drawstring’s apertures
20. Zoo fauna’s home
Down
1. Campanologist’s sound
2. Con
3. Rend
4. Horrifies
6. Display arms
7. Eccentric
9. Vikings
12. Approximately
15. Navy --16. Leavening agent
19. Nobleman

C O M M U N I T Y N O T I C ES
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BABANA

Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday, August 30
Souths on Chalmers 12-2pm
Babana Shed open Mon-Fri
(72 Renwick St, Redfern)
Contact: Mark Spinks 0411 282 917

Saturday Art Class
12-4pm Sat. August 10 & 14
South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St, Waterloo

ALL WELCOME!

All materials provided
Gold coin donation Ph. 0438 719 470
Print by Naomi Ward (2012)
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Volunteers’ news
Kate Williamson has been
an Assistant Editor with the
SSH for three years. Before
that she was a writer. Kate
has been one of our finest
reporters and researchers
and this month we have sad
news of her resignation. Kate,

56a Raglan St Waterloo

and hours of thoughtful work

Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday

supporting the work of other
writers and photographers.

The St Vincent de Paul Society has launched its 2013
Winter Appeal and challenges Australians to take a
positive stand against poverty by doing something
about it this winter.

The Village to Village bus is a free hop-on, hop-off service which
enables residents of the City of Sydney to access local businesses,
hospitals, shopping centres, restaurants and universities.

These FREE buses operate every Thursday and Friday.
For more information please call: 8241 8000
or visit our website: www.villagetovillage.com.au
Like Us.

Follow Us.

Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,

We wish you every success in

cultural backgrounds,

your post-graduate studies at

sexual orientations and identities.

Macquarie University, and look

Peace with justice, integrity

forward to sharing future joys

of creation.

and accomplishments.
This month’s column is also
an opportunity to thank our

Glebe Cafe Church

online assistants, Cate Long

Cnr St Johns Rd

and Chelsea Wallis. Cate and

& Colbourne Ave Glebe

Chelsea have been working

Worship Sun 7pm

on SSH archives – uploading
stories and photos from past

‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate
candlelit concerts Thu 8pm

With energy prices and the cost of living continuing to
put pressure on household budgets, more Australian
families are struggling to make ends meet.

issues. The website is becoming

Across NSW, the Society has over 16,000 members and
volunteers who continue the crucial work of visiting
people in their homes, providing assistance and
friendship. During the long winter months last year,
more than 38,000 visits were made to homes, nursing
homes, hospitals and prisons.

and Cate have maintained

St Vincent de Paul Society NSW President, Ray
Reynolds explains that people already struggling,
face an even bleaker time during winter: “Sadly, too
many Australians will experience a long, cold and
lonely winter. Our members see the struggles they
face each and every day. By donating to the Vinnies
Winter Appeal, you can help us continue this crucial
work and make a real difference to people’s lives.”

happy to welcome Esther

395 Oxford St Paddington

To make a generous donation visit
vinnies.org.au or call 13 18 12

List: lyn@turnbulls.au.com.
We’d also be keen to hear

Church Open 10am-2pm

a wonderful resource for local

Waterloo
Recycling
Workshop
Workshop and market open Fridays
9am-12pm.
Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo
(lower car park).

work on the archives, Chelsea
the SSH website the past two
months while our Online Editor

Leichhardt University Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt
(near Norton St)

Esther Butcher has been in

Worship 10am & 6.30pm Sunday

Bangalore, India. We are so

Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

grateful to you both!

www.leichhardtuniting.org.au

And, of course, we are very
home again!
To all our writers and
photographers, a big thank you!
There are some really exciting
story ideas for September – with

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements
9519 9000

a federal election now set for
September 7 – so please contact
Lyn if you haven’t seen a Story

your story ideas – or reviews,
opinion pieces, columns,

Paddington Uniting Church

1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Office 9331 2646

To all our distributors, a big
thank you, too! Especially for
delivering bundles during the
colder months. Thanks to

REDWatch

Donations gladly received
(no white goods or electrical apps).

Meetings first Thursday
of the month at The Factory
Community Centrte.
Phone Geoffrey Turnbull
(02) 8004 1490.
Email mail@redwatch.org.au

Volunteers welcome
(phone Naomi on 0407 576 098).

Seeking volunteer to help with
data entry for website.

Affordable furniture and
household goods.

Allison Forrest 9518 9413

news and history. As well as

sports reports, etc.

Woolloomooloo to Redfern
Redfern to Broadway

South Sydney Uniting Church

thank you so much for hours
and planning. Thank you for

Vinnies Winter Appeal

Uniting Churches

Jane and the team at South
East Sydney Community
Transport for making papers
available to passengers on the

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Village2Village buses each
Thursday and Friday.
...............................................
Pat Clarke & Ross Smith
distro@ssh.com.au

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point
Worship 10am
Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Jamie Parker MP
State Member for Balmain

Ron Hoenig MP
State Member for Heffron

Alex Greenwich
State Member for Sydney

Carmel Tebbutt MP
State Member for Marrickville

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction
NSW 2022

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville
NSW 2204

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9369 5221
F: 02 9369 5225

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9558 9000
F: 02 9558 3653

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Who’d have thought!
Michael Page

“Who’d have thought thirty year
ago we’d all be sitting here drinking
Chateau de Chasselas …!” Watching
Souths ease away from the Titans
on Saturday [July 27] was a little bit
like a scene from the classic Monty
Python sketch.

Olivia, Mitchell and Hannah at Redfern Oval Photo: Libby Hogan

Rabbitohs all the way, say young fans
Libby Hogan

The Rabbitohs are on top of the table
going into round 20 but the question is
whether they can go all the way. The
SSH took to Redfern Park to interview
some of the youngest fans and find out
how they are finding the season so far.
Olivia Chen, aged 10, Mitchell Chen,
aged 7, and Hannah Dunn, aged 11, have
been fans for over three years.
All unanimously agree that Greg
Inglis is their favourite player “because

he scores the most tries”.
They retold their favourite moments
going to see a live game dressed in the
green and red, and commented that
they loved the atmosphere. Olivia said:
“It’s really thrilling, loud and exciting.”
Hannah said she became a fan
after living in the South Sydney area
and believes the players show good
sportsmanship.
Olivia said she is proud to be a
supporter as “they are a nice supportive
team and help the community and are
really nice to children”. She believes that

Do you want
customer service?
Would you like
expert advice
without trawling
through aisles of
stock?
There is an
alternative to
big corporate
hardware stores.
Trade Pricing and
Supplies

what makes a good player is someone
who is “good at teamwork, fast and
dodging”.
Mitchell said he loves watching the
Rabbitohs play and coming down to the
Redfern Oval and having a kick with
his Dad. A career wearing the red and
green may be in his future.
This is “their year” they believe and
if we are to listen to the wise words of
these young fans, they tip that the grand
final will be between the Rabbitohs and
the Roosters, with the Rabbitohs going
S
all the way!

The tradition for away games is to
find a pub or a warm living room at
a fellow tragic’s house, mix in some
beer and food and watch the game. In
the “good old days” these away games
always seemed to be teeth-clenching,
white-knuckled, clock-watching
experiences with Souths stumbling
their way to more losses than victories.
So who’d have thought that in the
middle of July we’d be there drinking
beer (and some red wine), nibbling
on cheese and casually watching yet
another convincing Souths away win.
Watching the game with my fellow
tragics, the conversation had somehow
wandered away from football. After
some discussion on George Burgess’s
bathroom “selfie” photo, it had segued
to even more cerebral discussions of
music and politics.
But my long-suffering footballwatching mate wasn’t happy. “We’re
losing our intensity!” he called out.
“We’ve got to concentrate more!”
It was hard to work out what his
problem was. After all, George
Burgess and Isaac Luke were in top
gear and rookie Luke Keary had just
scored his first try.
“It’s not the players! It’s us! We are
losing our intensity. Watch the bloody
game!” As Luke Keary sidestepped his
way to his second try, I took another
sip on my wine, reflected on my
mate’s gripes and the 2013 Souths
and thought, “He’s right. This is not

what we’re used to … but boy could
I get used to it!”
A n ef for t wa s made for t he
remainder of the game to feign
a degree of intensity even though
most of that was reserved to playing
our newfound and surprisingly
challenging pick the twin game, “Is
it Tom or George?”
Earlier in the month at another
away game in Perth we had watched
Souths hold strong against a very
good Warriors team who led 13-6 at
half time. It was the type of game that
Souths of old would have lost, but this
team, led by John Sutton and a stellar
performance from Bryson Goodwin
piled on 24 unanswered points in the
second half in a convincing display.
The 15-day wait before the next
game against St George seemed to
do Souths no favours. The big blow
was of course the knee injury to Greg
Inglis at the State of Origin and the
news that he would be sidelined for
up to eight weeks. This was followed
by a lacklustre performance against
St George as Souths stumbled to their
second Monday night loss of the year.
But it was heartening to see them
get back on track by derailing the
Coal Train (Dave Taylor) and the
Titans – this non-GI team clearly
demonstrating that they still have all
the right ingredients to stay on top.
It might be way too early to be
popping the champagne and smoking
cigars; I can almost hear Souths
supporters who have endured the
“good old days” quietly murmuring,
“Aye. Souths leading the competition
i n Au g ust, we used to d rea m
S
about that”.
Souths 30 Warriors 13
Souths 18 St George 22
Titans 4 Souths 32

New store now open at
50 McCauley Street, Alexandria
Come and see us at your Local Hardware and
Timber Store located in Alexandria and Balmain
for a different experience.

50 McCauley St Alexandria NSW 2015 T: 9319 5216 F: 9319 5193
50
McCauley
Alexandria
NSW
T: 9319 5216
50 Evans
St Balmain NSW 2041 St
T: 9810
2388 F: 9818 2514 abn:
68 0572015
165 885
50 Evans St Balmain NSW 2041 T: 9810 2388
www.thehardwarestore.com.au

