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Options
for station
upgrade
Sandra Beeston

REDFERN: Redfern Station is one of
the busiest in Sydney, with over 40,000
commuters using it every day to access
Sydney University, the Australian
Technology Park, North Eveleigh, or
simply to transfer to one of numerous
suburban lines. The increasing
pedestrian traffic, with only one entry
point to each platform, and a narrow
entry on Lawson Street, makes it more
and more congested and difficult for
commuters, as well as not very safe
in the eventuality of a fire or accident
and the need to evacuate people.
Poor accessibility also makes it hard,
sometimes impossible, for people with
disabilities, prams or heavy luggage to
use the station. The need for an upgrade
has seen several plans considered by
the previous state government. These
plans have only just been released to
the public.
The SSH has obtained documents
relea sed by Ra i lC or p rega rd i n g
“information relating to planned upgrades
at Redfern Train Station”. The documents
show the various plans for redevelopment,
from the mid 2000s until about 2010,
including one favoured by RailCorp for
which construction was planned to start
in July 2011, over three financial years (or
four, depending on the documents).
The documents show that in 2007
Sydney architecture firm Jackson Teece
was commissioned by RailCorp and the
Redfern-Waterloo Authority to review
the designs from previous studies and
prepare a set of station upgrade options,
that would make the station compliant
with fire and safety regulations and the
Disability Discrimination Act (DDA),
and therefore more easily accessible.
They recommended three options for
the redevelopment, which later formed
the basis for a Cox Arup Continued on page 2
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Ethical medic awarded peace prize
SSH

This year the Sydney Peace Prize
Lecture will be delivered by Dr
Cynthia Maung, founder of the Mae
Tao Clinic. Be sure to secure your
ticket to this important initiative of
the Sydney Peace Foundation.  

The Sydney Peace Prize
Jury’s citation reads:
“Dr Maung: for her dedication
to multi‑ethnic democracy,
human rights and the dignity
of the poor and dispossessed,
and for establishing health
services for victims of conflict.”

Dr Maung, ethnic Karen, fled
her native Burma during the
pro-democracy uprising of 1988 and
set up the Mae Tao Clinic on the
Thai-Burmese border, where each
year 700 staff treat over 150,000
people including refugees, migrant
workers and orphans. Dr Maung

has advanced the cause of peace in
the Asia-Pacific region and upheld
the best humanitarian and ethical
traditions of the medical profession.S
The lecture will be held on Wednesday
November 6 at Sydney Town Hall, from
6.30pm. Tickets are available online.
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Options for station upgrade
Bovis Report used for
the Gateway funding proposal in 2010
submitted to the Treasury:
(1) A Base Case (Option D) that would
address Easy Access (lifts), fire and other
compliance issues (pedestrian evacuation)
on the same footprint as it is now. This
option was estimated to cost $29.5m. This
solution, while the cheapest and fastest to
implement, might not alleviate congestion
problems. It is described by the Australian
Centre for Value Management (ACVM) as
a “band-aid” solution which won’t help
promote Redfern nor serve as a “catalyst
for development”.
(2) A Base Case Plus (Option E) that
would include the basic upgrade, but
also provide a connection with the
surrounding areas thanks to additional
interface works and remodeling the entry
on Lawson and Gibbon streets – $55.5m.
This was the RWA’s preferred option,
but considered “poor value for money”
by ACVM, not solving congestion issues
and not going far enough in terms of DDA
compliance.
(3) A Full Station Redevelopment
(Option C). This option suggested a
centrally located concourse, relocating
the Gibbons Street entrance of the station
further down Gibbons Street and the
Lawson Street entrance on Little Eveleigh
Street. The plan shows a high-rise
building on the eastern side of the station
to the left of the Gibbons Street entry.
The plan also included the construction
of a non-paying pedestrian bridge going
from Marian Street over to Little Eveleigh
Street that would alleviate congestion and
allow a pedestrian link between the ATP
and North Eveleigh. The Lawson Street
concourse would be closed and only used
as fire egress.
Option C was considered the worst
option regarding the heritage of the
station, as all the platform heritage
buildings except those on Platform 1
(and the booking office on Platform 1)
would be removed. This option, preferred
by RailCorp, would be the most expensive
with an estimated $143.3m budget. Due
do the high cost and magnitude of the
enterprise, this option might also take
the longest time to complete (about four
Cont from page 1

years), which raises the question of how
long Redfern Station can sustain the
steadily increasing flow of commuters.
A cheaper and faster option could at least
address the urgent issue of accessibility.
The cheapest option, however,
would not much improve the fire and
safety compliance of the station. The
documents all highlight the issues around
accessibility, as well as fire safety issues,
especially with underground platforms
11 and 12, where there is only one exit
point. According to egress calculations
indicated in the Jackson Teece Report,
it turned out that it took almost double
the time normally required to evacuate
platforms 11 and 12 at Redfern, with
8.8 minutes instead of the four minutes
required by RailCorp Standards and NFPA
130 (the Standard for Fixed Guideway
Transit and Passenger Rail Systems). For
Platform 2/3, the busiest of the station,
the platform evacuation time using NFPA
criteria was of 16.3 minutes, four times
the required time.
Obviously, nothing happened in July
2011 and it is not yet known what the
new government plans to do regarding
an upgrade. As indicated in the pages
of recent SSH issues, the NSW cabinet
has put together a proposal for the
redevelopment of the Central-Eveleigh
corridor, so there is hope that an upgrade
of the station will be in the plans as well.
As per the ACVM Report, a “deferral of
these works for an indefinite period is not
an option for RailCorp as it must comply
with the legislative requirements with
respect to disabled access and fire and
life safety. Deferral is also not an option
given the growth in demand that will keep
Redfern as one of the network’s busiest
and critical points.”
The SSH has contacted RailCorp in order
to know if any of the plans considered
previously are being considered by the
current government, but has not received
S
a reply at the time of printing.
These documents were released under a GIPA
request initiated by Lift Redfern. REDWatch,
a member of Lift Redfern, has made the
documents available at www.redwatch.org.
au/RWA/statesignificant/station/studies

Want your daughter to have
the opportunity of a lifetime?
Here's her chance.

SCEGGS Darlinghurst offers a stimulating and challenging educational
environment that encourages its girls to realise their full potential.
Scholarships are designed to financially assist enthusiastic students
to enjoy the benefits of the best possible education.

The SCEGGS Aboriginal Scholarship Program 2015
As a school commited to social justice and reconciliation, Sceggs proudly
offers a scholarship program for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island children.
The scholarship is open to students entering the secondary as either day girls
in Year 7 or later years. It covers all fees and will be awarded on the basis of
academic work, commitment to study, school and community activities.
Applications close on Friday

24 February, 2014

Go to our website to download the application form: www.sceggs.nsw.edu.au
Further information may be obtained from the Registrar on (02) 9332 1133

Keen collector and shopper Gordon Watson is a strong supporter of the markets Photo: Andrew Collis

Newtown Market
here to stay
Libby Hogan

The Development Application
approva l for t he New tow n
Community Market in Newtown
Square was renewed on October 15
at a meeting of Marrickville Council.
The conditions for operation will
be handed down from Council, which
include no restrictions on the number
of market stalls but a condition on
space. The approval is for two years
and Newtown Neighbourhood Centre
(NNC) will continue to monitor
operations each Saturday.
Councillor Sylvie Ellsmore said: “It
was a surprise to see how important
the markets were and I believe it is a
great use of community space. The
markets are vibrant, scruffy and a bit
activist but that’s the community of
Newtown we love.”
Councillors who had previously
voted against the DA for the market
in August changed their views on the
night. One of those was Councillor
Mark Gardiner who said: “What
we have here is an amended and
more persuasive application than
the last which I believe was poorly
constructed.”
Community support was shown
at the meeting with the gallery
filled with members of the public
and representatives of Newtown
Neighbourhood Centre holding signs.
Andrew Hicks from The Five
Cafes Pantry spoke on the night,
representing the stall operators of
the market. “My business has grown
due to the loyal customer base I have
developed from the markets. I’m
happy to pay the fee because I know

my fees allow people of NNC to do
the community work they do, such
as their work in boarding houses.”
Opposition to the market was
voiced on the night by one public
speaker in relation to the traffic
obscuring entrances and exits of
the cornering building, the Hub.
However, as the mayor, Councillor
Jo Haylen, pointed out, no DA for
redevelopment of the Hub has been
received so this argument has no
grounds.
Councillors also acknowledged the
survey conducted by NNC, which
interviewed 98 businesses located
in King Street, Enmore Road and
Australia Street. The survey showed
87 per cent support the market and 77
per cent believe the market supports
their local businesses.
Councillor Ellsmore added that
the DA meets all fire and evacuation
processes. “It’s great stuff to report
that fire issues have been dealt with,
and there is support from the local
police who believe the markets are a
legitimate use of space and actually
make the square safer.”
Newtown Neighbourhood Centre
CEO, Lisa Burns, said: “We support
the community and we believe the
community has sent a clear and loud
message that they want the markets
to stay.”
The rent received from the market
will continue to be put back into the
community programs run by NNC.S
Newtown Community Market is held in
Newtown Square, opposite Newtown
Railway Station, on King Street, from
10am to 4pm every Saturday.
www.newtowncentre.org/markets

JOSEPH MEDCALF FUNERALS
Providing personal care for the local community

• Family owned & operated
• 100% Australian & fully independent
• We cover all Sydney suburbs
• Pre-paid & pre-arrange funeral plans
• Joseph Medcalf has been serving Sydney since 1880
• We offer personal attention 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
JOSEPH MEDCALF FUNERALS
Serving Sydney since 1880
Call 02 9698 2644 available 24 hours
Office & Chapel 172 Redfern Street, Redfern
Off-street parking available
www.josephmedcalf.com.au
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Dancing teen a high achiever
Coby Smith-Carr (second from left) with fellow Corroboree Sydney dancers Photo: Supplied

Brittany Johnson

Newtown local Coby SmithCarr’s list of sporting achievements
just keeps growing, with the 16 year
old set to perform this month at the
Sydney Opera House.
Smith-Carr, who was featured
in the March issue of the SSH, has
been chosen to dance as part of
the performances for Corroboree

Sydney in November. A new national
festival, Corroboree Sydney is for all
Australians to celebrate Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander culture, and
according to Sydney Opera House Chief
Director Louise Herron is set to be “the
largest Indigenous arts and culture
festival in Australia’s history”.
Since the SSH last talked to Coby,
who has achieved many sporting
awards in water polo, swimming
and dancing, she has been busy

performing with the NSW Aboriginal
Dance Company. Being one of only
eight students to be selected from a
number of Sydney high schools, Coby
had the opportunity to learn inside
tips on dance technique, performance
and production from Bangarra Dance
Theatre and Nederlands Dans Theater
during a week-long work experience
program.
“Meeting performers like Bangarra
has made me so inspired to work

It is hardly surprising to learn that students are both more
satisfied and more successful if they have good, affordable
accommodation. And with education as the state’s second
largest export earner, it’s also vital to provide international
students with somewhere suitable to live.
But as readers of the South Sydney Herald know only too well, accommodation near
the University is neither cheap nor easy to find.
So we are very pleased that by 2015, we will be able to give 800 more students access
to affordable housing now that we have arranged to buy the Queen Mary Building
in Camperdown from the NSW Government and to renovate it for use as student
accommodation.
The Queen Mary Building, opened in 1956, was once home to nurses training and working
at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, but it has been vacant and unloved since 2002 and really
is a “renovator’s dream”. It is located in the health precinct between our main campus, our
Nursing School and our Brain and Mind Research Institute, as well as being close to other
student colleges.
Our concept for the new accommodation – which will transform a local eyesore into something
the whole community can proud of – includes single rooms with large common living and study
spaces, sky gardens, communal kitchens that permit independent living, a theatre, a gym and
a music room.
The new accommodation will be targeted at international and domestic students from all
backgrounds who want to live, work and study in a stimulating, caring and safe environment
close to the University's main campus.
The sale is a major breakthrough in solving the affordable student accommodation crisis, and
helps us to meet our goal of providing an extra 4,000 affordable student beds near our main
campus by 2015. We are grateful to the NSW government for recognising the urgency of this
issue, and for being open to our proposal.
This project allows us to further improve our student experience – which is already rated one of
the best in Australia – and at the same time to create a second life for a landmark building.
Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor and Principal

Community contact details
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523 Email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

harder so I can, maybe, be part of
that one day,” she said.
Dance has proven to be the sport
of focus lately for the teenager. Last
April, Coby won the talent quest at
the National Centre of Indigenous
Excellence (NCIE) in Redfern as part
of NAIDOC Day, with her performance
of traditional and contemporary
Aboriginal dance pieces. She also
had the chance to perform in the
Bangladeshi Culture Night, which

was supported by NTV and SBS back
in September.
“Just before I was about to perform
they told me that they would be
recording live and that it would be
viewed worldwide which was exciting
but a bit scary!” Coby said.
Most recently, Coby also had the
opportunity to meet and greet Julia
Gillard at the Sydney Opera House
when the former prime minister was
interviewed by feminist author Anne
Summers.
Next up, Coby will see herself
competing for the title of Champion
Girl for South Sydney Region in
Intermediates Physical Culture, with
the finals being held in November
at the Souths Juniors Leagues Club
in Kingsford. “I know she can make
Champion Girl, I’m confident in her,”
said proud mother Toni.
About to start Year 11 at St Clare’s
College, Coby realises that her studies
w i l l become more dema nd i ng.
However, she says she will keep up
her commitments to dance, water polo
and swimming.
“It’s tough juggling sport and study.
They both require a lot of commitment
and it’s tough not to fall behind in
my schoolwork now that the work
is getting more difficult but I can
S
manage!”
Corroboree Sydney will be held
from November 14-24, 2013.
For more information visit www.
corroboreesydney.com.au

Youth of today, a regular article
on local youth and related
issues, is kindly sponsored by
Appetite Cafe
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Appetite Cafe
82 Regent St, Redfern
Tel 9699 4069
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Crunch, pop
and zing!
by Louisa Dyce
I don’t know about you but I do look forward to
the summer months for the food sensations that
our taste buds soon will be reeling in. Don’t get me
wrong but it is true when they say that a change
is as good as a holiday and that goes for our taste
buds as well. Gone are the fortifying soups, the
roast pumpkin and eggplant lasagna. Yes, they
were hearty and good for their time but now it’s
time to think crunch, pop and zing!

Details of the original mural in Lawson Street Photo: Carol Ruff

Restoring Redfern’s 40,000 years mural
Ada Lee

In 1983, Redfern residents created
the iconic 40,000 years mural. Thirty
years later, the paint is peeling and
graffiti blemishes the cracking wall.
But recently, residents have united
in a movement to rejuvenate the
historical artwork.
Artist Carol Ruff played a key role
in planning, designing and painting
the 40,000 years mural in 1983. She
explains how the now faded original
images pay t r ibute to Redfern’s
power f u l Abor ig i na l h istor y of
abundance, tragedy, perseverance and
accomplishment.
The salient message, “40,000 years
is a long, long time/ 40,000 years still
on my mind …” is inspired by Joe
Geia’s song, “40,000 Years”. “We were
trying to say that even before Redfern,
Aboriginal people have been there,
have been in that area, have known
this country, this place,” Ms Ruff said.
The story begins with two Aboriginal
feet, symbolising the first feet to ever
step on this continent. The following
images of spear-hunting, fishing,
footsteps, the boats, the woman with
a coolamon on her shoulder and the
hunter all represent 40,000 years of
Aboriginal people walking this country.
W it h t he a r r iva l of t he f i r s t
Europeans, shown by the ship and
Aboriginal figures dying, the tone
of the mural shifts. “Redfern to The

Rocks were probably the first and
worst hit areas in Australia of white
settlement and people very quickly
died from smallpox and other diseases
that Europeans brought,” Ms Ruff
said. “The Aboriginal community
was decimated.”
What follows is a deeply confronting
image of a young Aboriginal boy,
standing in front of the first church
built in the area. “That little boy
represents the stolen generations and
children being institutionalised,” Ms
Ruff said. The image was a particularly
powerful statement in the 1980s when
many people had not heard of the
stolen generations.
But the story does not end there. The
street signs of Lawson and Eveleigh
Street signify present day Redfern with
the boomerang symbolising Aboriginal
perseverance. “We’ll never go away,
we’re here, we’ve come back, we
haven’t lost our culture and we have
survived,” Ms Ruff said. Featured
in this section are Nana Williams
surrounded by land rights colours,
the 1983 Redfern All Blacks and an
Aboriginal cheerleader. At the end is
the tail of the Rainbow Snake, which
weaves throughout the whole mural as
a symbol of the long surviving history.
Over time the mural has been
a significant part of the Redfern
landscape. “For years, it was in
immaculate condition,” Ms Ruff said.
“Everybody respected it and knew if
they went near it or made a mark on it

that they’d be in big trouble.”
It was the weather that started to
take its toll on the mural. In response,
“people used to go out there with pale
blue paint and yellow and black paint
and touch it up, not very well, but that
was a really nice thing to see,” Ms
Ruff recalled.
Now, residents are working to
officially refurbish the fading mural.
The movement started early this year
when the pop-up Redfern Station
Community Group (RSCG) set out to
beautify Redfern with a community
garden and two new murals at Gibbons
Street and Redfern Station Platform 10.
Upon approaching NSW RailCorp,
who owns the land for these projects,
RSCG was told that RailCorp wanted
the existing Lawson Street murals
rejuvenated before any new murals
could be created.
Key RSCG organiser, Desley Haas,
accepted the reasoning of RailCorp as
“common-sensical”. Residents must
consider: “Why are you asking for
something new when there’s something
old there that you haven’t looked after
properly?” she said. RSCG is currently
formulating a proposal and seeking
funding, preferably from Council.
Though the paint fades and the
wall cracks, Aboriginality lives on in
Redfern. Now, many South Sydney
residents are hoping the iconic 40,000
years mural will also live on as a
profound symbol of an ancient and
S
living culture.

So it’s good to know that berries are back for that
explosion of natural sweetness in your mouth.
Boysenberries, mulberries, blueberries and last
but not least cherries. Yay! Remember, the fresher
the better they are as an antioxidant. We will also
be able to munch on mangoes, melons, papaya,
paw paw, passion fruit, loquats and pineapple.
Sweet corn with peas, and beans that give that
fresh crunch in the mouth which I have missed
during winter.
Yes, I am excited to think that apricots, grapes,
lychees and peaches will be hitting my kitchen as
my snacks of choice, along with raddish, asparagus
and celery to go into the fridge to combat those hot
summer evenings. Look out for the assortments
of nuts to keep the protein up, along with the
good oils found in them. Macadamias are always
something to keep in mind to eat especially coming
up to the festive season as they can help lower your
cholesterol.
My mouth is watering just thinking about all of
these yummy things. I think I’m going to have
to scope out places like the Eveleigh Markets
and Pyrmont Growers Market for organic goodies,
as well as considering a subscription with Food
Connect. I will also plan my shop so I can keep
my food miles down, as that’s another way that
I can help the environment but still have very
fresh produce.

Column sponsored by

Green Gourmet

Specialty Vegetarian & Vegan Food Since 1998
Restaurant Dine-in, Takeaway, Weekend Yum Cha
Vegan & Vegetarian Groceries
115-117 King St, Newtown NSW 2042
Phone 9519 5330

XY Stylists in their new state-of-the-art salon Photo: Supplied

Revolutionising the hair industry
Louisa Dyce

A new and innovative world-first hair
salon has opened in Newtown. It’s
called XY Styled. Co-owner Pepsee
believes it will revolutionise the
industry. XY Styled is bringing
hairdressing into the digital age.
Pepsee, along with an award-winning
engineering professor, David Moss,
has created something remarkable.
Pepsee has 40 years experience and
has helped create a brilliant new way
to style a person’s hair the same way
again and again. It’s so simple but a
great concept. The salon records your
hair cut as it happens. So now there
will be so much less stress for the
stylist and the colourist who will be

able to get creative without worrying
that they won’t be able to remember
how to create that fabulous hair
cut again.
Pepsee quite rightly points out: “This
will not replace the skill and expertise
of our top stylists and colourists, which
are second to none in the industry. It
will simply give them an entirely new
tool to use for the first time – akin to
giving a Formula 1 driver a higher
performance car.”
Pepsee sta r ted h is l i fe a s a n
entrepreneur in Amsterdam. As long
as he can remember, he has had a huge
passion for designing and creating. He
took full-time classes in design and
creations with hair and fashion. After
graduating from hairdressing college,
he moved to Australia.

“We started a research hair styling
salon in Darlington in 2000 [Pepsee
Cut & Colour Hair Salon],” he says.
“In 2007 we were lucky enough to
finally come up with the basic [new]
technology, where we seriously thought
our dreams had come true. From those
small beginnings, our dreams have
become reality and we’ve opened our
second salon.”
XY Styled has salons in Darlington
and Newtown – at 276 Abercrombie
Street and 202 King Street. The
Newtown salon is situated in the
middle of King Street just before Egan
Street going away from the city. If you
want to try out an innovative way to
make sure you have the same great hair
cut again and again, then this might
S
be the salon for you.

Recognition for Indigenous
service men and women
SSH

At a recent meeting of the City of
Sydney, councillors resolved to honour
the contributions of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander women and
men who served Australia in the
armed forces with a monument in

Hyde Park South. Cr Linda Scott
spoke of her hope that this important
step of recognition, left undone
for generations, would promote
progress towards reconciliation.
The artwork will be completed in
time for the Centenary of ANZAC
S
commemorations in 2015.
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Tanya Plibersek

Charlie’s Community Garden on Abercrombie Street is one of the hubs of the local area. Convenor Deb Segal is taking the opportunity to invite
everyone to a special event at the garden. The free Harvesting and Cooking Spring Party Workshop provides participants young and old the
opportunity to learn better harvesting techniques to get maximum productivity from your garden. Vegan chef Karo Tak will be on hand to show you
how to create delectable dishes with fresh garden produce. All to be enjoyed with a sumptuous smoothie. The morning offers a brilliant opportunity
to meet people in your local community and learn more about urban food production. November 30, 10am to 12pm. Charlie’s Garden, cnr Abercrombie
& Shepherd sts, Darlington. Photo: Janine Garrier

Big Issue Vendor Profile: Dav S
SSH

“I’ve decided to donate a dollar
for every mag I sell in November to
Prostate Cancer,” pledges Dav, whose
moustache is already looking good.
Dav is a journeyman who has
worked for The Big Issue for the past
17 years. On Wednesdays he sells the
magazine outside UTS and has “sold
all over Australia” on his journey from
Melbourne to Perth and back to Sydney.
“I’ve always had the nomadic blood
in me; I just can’t seem to settle down.
But I think I’m getting a bit old for it,
the head’s saying yes but the body is
saying no. So I’ve been in my place for
eight to nine weeks. That’s the longest
I’ve been anywhere for about 15 years.”
“I’m used to living on the streets; it’s
the only time I sleep. This is the first

Dav Photo: Peter Holcroft

week I’ve slept in my bed, not on the
ground. At night time I have to turn the
TV on to have noise otherwise I can’t
sleep, it’s too quiet and it doesn’t matter
what time I go to bed it’s 4 o’clock that
I wake up.”

The happy and jovial Dav loves being
outdoors and enjoys his sport being a
lifelong Collingwood fan. “I only back
two teams in the AFL, Collingwood
and whoever’s playing Essendon.” The
same goes for the NRL, with Canterbury
Bulldogs and whoever is playing Manly.
Having worked for The Big Issue for
so long, Dav wouldn’t have it any other
way. “I can’t see myself doing anything
else for a long time, I know how to do
the job and it gives me purpose getting
up every morning. And I just thoroughly
S
enjoy it, I just love it.”
If you or anyone you know could benefit
from becoming a vendor for The Big
Issue, please contact the Sydney office
for more information: 125-127 Little
Eveleigh St, Redfern; Phone: 8332 7200
or Email: sydney@bigissue.org.au

Divestment fuels urgent debate
Isabel McIntosh

The NSW/ACT Synod of the Uniting
Chu rch w i l l w it hd raw a l l it s
investment in fossil fuel stocks over
the next three years.
In April, 400 people at the Synod
meeting unanimously agreed to a
resolution to “divest from stocks and
shares in corporations engaged in
the extraction of fossil fuels, and to
redirect investments into renewable
energy”. At the October meeting of
the Synod’s Standing Committee, the
implementation strategy and timing
was presented by church investment
managers and approved.
“We’re the first church in Australia
to do this and the reaction in the
community is exciting,” says Mission
Development Manager at the Uniting
Church Paddington and a proponent
of the original divestment proposal
Justin Whelan. “This is leadership
from the church and there’s a lot of
respect for it.”
“The General Secretary will now
write to other Synods to ask them to
do the same,” says Whelan.
Across Australia there is also
mounting pressure on universities and

other public institutions to divest from
fossil fuels as part of the Go Fossil Free
global campaign that aims to move
public institutions’ and individuals’
investments out of fossil fuels and
into clean energy. In New Zealand,
five dioceses of the Anglican Church
have now committed to divest. There is
growing pressure around the world for
colleges and universities to sell off their
fossil fuel stock and for superannuation
funds to offer fossil free investment
options.
The Go Fossil Free campaign started
in the United States and is led by 350.
org leader Bill McKibben, who modelled
it on the influential global campaign
against South Africa’s apartheid
government in the 1980s that eventually
ended apartheid. “It’s wrong to profit
from wrecking the climate,” he says.
“If the fossil fuel industry carries out
its business plans, the planet will
tank. Exxon alone, one company, has
7 per cent of the carbon in its reserves
necessary to take us past that red line.
What these numbers show is that the
fossil fuel industry is now a rogue
industry, determined to do things that
everybody who studies this knows are
unwise, unsafe, crazy.”
McKibben recently toured Australia

as part of a “Do the Maths” tour to
demonstrate how close the planet is
to reaching two degrees warming. The
numbers at the heart of McKibben’s
argument show that if Exxon and other
companies simply sell what is in their
reserves, they will drive up the planet’s
temperature more than two degrees.
The global coal, oil and gas industry
has five times as much carbon in its
reserves as the planet can afford to burn
to prevent two degrees warming. A
recent report from the Climate Institute
shows that Australia’s current coal
export plan would produce 30 per cent
of the carbon needed to push global
warming beyond that two degrees.
Exxon doesn’t dispute McKibben’s
numbers and an industry-funded expert
from MIT University confirmed them,
as well as saying that at the current rate
of emissions, the planet’s temperature
will probably have risen five degrees by
the end of the century. “We’re already
deep in a hole, and the first rule of holes
is that when you’re in one, you stop
digging,” says McKibben. “To change
path demands structural shifts on a
S
massive scale.”
More information:
www.gofossilfree.org/australia
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tripod cafe
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington
Ph: 9698 8677 Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

A world first!

XY

ST YLED

H i - Te c h H a i r S t y l e r s
Pro-Colourists
202 K ing St New tow n
M o b i l e 0 4 2 4 12 5 6 7 8
276 A bercrombie St Darlington
M o b i l e 0 411 7 61 2 1 6

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure
Psychology
Urban Nature wellbeing centre
216 enmore rd (cnr edgeware Rd)
enmore nsw 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808

Dr Anthony Harris at The Settlement Photo: Jemima Hall

Agitating for community
mental health
Sandra Beeston

DARLINGTON: The fundraising event
held by the South Sydney Herald on
Friday October 18 in Darlington saw
45 guests gather at The Settlement
Neighbourhood Centre to share a meal
and listen to live music as well as a talk
on mental health by Dr Anthony Harris
of the Schizophrenia Fellowship NSW.
Guests enjoyed a three-course
vegetarian dinner catered by Simon
Doring from local eatery, Cafe Simple,
while being entertained with beautiful
songs by folk musicians/singers Salta.
The choir, I Cantarini, accompanied by a
theorbo (a sort of lute), performed later
in the evening, with classical pieces
from 17th-century Italy.
Andrew Collis, managing editor of
the SSH, opened the evening with a
speech highlighting the purpose of
the newspaper, which is not only to
inform but to affirm cultural priorities
of Aboriginal locals and their leaders,
raise the profile of community and
welfare groups, maintain a diversity
of opinions and perspectives in the
public domain, celebrate the possibilities
of social and ecological justice and

Let’s be
S.Pacific
SSH

ALEXANDRIA: Let’s be S.Pacific,
newly formed to provide support
and information services to Pacific

insist that “speaking up, speaking out,
challenging injustice and fighting for
equality are possible”.
A highlight of the evening was
the talk given by Dr Anthony Harris,
president of t he Sch i zoph ren ia
Fellowship NSW. Last month, in view of
Mental Health Month, Dr Harris spoke
to SSH writer Laura Buzo about the
heartbreak and frustrations experienced
by people suffering from mental illness,
and also by their families, their carers
and health professionals.
“The Fellowship was born out of
a bunch of angry people, sitting in a
hall saying, This isn’t good enough,”
Dr Harris explained. From a small
committed group to a statewide
organisation with over 260 staff, the
Fellowship has now been “agitating”
for over 25 years, by raising awareness
around mental health issues and
advocating for sufferers and carers.
For example, the Fellowship helps
people get their first job or get back
into the workforce, follows up and
supports them as much as possible. It
also provides training courses to learn
how to deal with people with mental
illness, and a successful example was
the training in 2008 of a mental health

Islander and New Zealander families
or individuals living in the City of
Sydney area, will meet at Alexandria
Town Hall, 73 Garden Street, on
Thursday afternoons between 2
and 4pm. Assistance on housing,
health and legal matters and
other community services will be
available. As well as giving people
a time and place to meet over a cup

intervention team within the state police
service, which was therefore better
equipped with the skills to help their
colleagues in difficult or frightening
situations.
Dr Harris said that even though
hospital units provided a reasonable
level of care, the problem for people with
mental illness was the follow-up care:
“Mental health care is not something
that just happens in hospitals, it
happens in communities,” he said.
In his opinion, teams of workers
need to be out in the community to
provide the services that are needed for
people “to improve their skills and live
a good life, a life connected to people,
in which they have somebody to talk
to, which isn’t just their parents, and
where they have a role”. Indeed, the way
most people define themselves reflects
the people they love (spouse, mother/
father ...) and the things that they do
(job, hobby). But for the people suffering
mental illness and isolation, those core
elements of identity have often been
removed, and this marginalises them
even more.
Dr Harris cited a survey done a few
years ago, in which it was found that
people living with serious mental illness
were also very unhealthy, with 45 per
cent being obese and a lot of them
smoking. Their life expectancy was
10-20 years less than the community
average.
That is why the Fellowship also
promotes physical activity. “We are
trying to get people off their backside
and walking,” he said. In order to raise
awareness about the importance of
physical and mental health, people
are invited to participate in a Wellness
Walk on November 16. The event will
see walkers cross the Sydney Harbour
Bridge to help raise funds for the
Schizophrenia Fellowship.
He concluded the talk by encouraging
the audience to continue to speak out
and get involved: “Please make a
nuisance of yourselves and agitate for
S
mental health.”
For more information about the
Wellness Walk on November 16, please visit
www.wellnesswalk.org.au
More photos available online:
www.southsydneyherald.com.au

of tea or koko, Maryanne Laumua
of South Sydney Community Aid
said: “Plans for the group include
cultural arts and crafts afternoons,
traditional dance performances from
different parts of the Pacific and
S
family activity days.”
Maryanne can be contacted at SSCA on
Thursdays and Fridays on 9319 4073.

or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

DKI AUS Pty Ltd

home cleaning service
Home and office cleaning
Free quotes  Key security
Korean husband and wife team
 Regular cleaning
weekly/fortnightly/monthly
 Moving in/out cleaning
 One-off/spring cleaning
 Commercial cleaning

Call 0415 826 243

Redfern’s Jarjum College was officially presented with a Sunshine Coach recently. As the school caters for children who have attended school irregularly
in the past the coach will provide transport to and from school and make a major difference to school attendance. Dianne, whose three grandchildren are
pupils at the school, said that the children are excited to catch the coach to school in the morning and she no longer has to bring them up to the school.
Variety was able to make the donation with the support of a contribution by the Vincent Fairfax Family Foundation. Photo: Lyn Turnbull

News

November 2013

7

United against
racism
Claire Mahjoub

More than 60 people attended the
Forum on Racism on October 14 at the
University of Sydney. The event was
organised by the Racism Action Group,
formed by staff and students of the
university and created after the racial
abuse of a doctoral student. On March
30 this year, Chulhyo Kim was on a
bus 470 at Town Hall en route from
Circular Quay to Lilyfield. Without any
reason, a man yelled racist taunts like
“Why did you come to Australia?”, “Do
you f---ing speak English?”, “Japanese
c---s”. Mr Kim was one of the invited
panellists.
What is the goal of this forum?

Chulhyo Kim: We need more dialogue
about racism in public places because
if you have any kind of migration
background, it is quite usual to face
racist rants. I was surprised to find how
people were exposed to racist behaviour
in public places. That is why we try to
involve people discussing this issue.
Almost everybody around me has been
experiencing racism in their daily life.
How should someone react when he or
she is a victim of racism?

Participants of the Forum on Racism Photo: Claire Mahjoub

CK: I don’t know what is the most
appropriate reaction because it depends
on the situation. In my experience,
police didn’t really help. The police
took the case but there wasn’t any kind
of law to apply. The man who ranted
against me was charged with offensive
conduct, not a kind of racial thing at
all, and I was considered as a witness
to that offensive conduct not a victim
of racial abuse. This is the limit of the
law itself. It is depressing ...
Have you any message for the man
that abused you on the bus?

I want to see him, I want to meet him
and I want to ask him, “Why did you do
that?” When I saw him on the bus, he
looked quite sad and frustrated. I didn’t
have any reason to make him angry but
he had his own reason why he had to
be angry. I don’t know, maybe he was
unemployed or whatever. Ranting racist
abuse didn’t help him at all and caused
more problems. So we have to sit down
together and speak about what was his
problem. If I can help him, I am going
to help him. I suspect he is suffering
because his face has being exposed to
the media. It happened because of his
actions. It was his fault, but I’m sure he
didn’t think it would end like this. S

Powerful press
photographs
By Claire Mahjoub
Every year the Nikon-Walkley Awards for Excellence in
Photojournalism reward the best press photographers of Australia.
The finalists of the 2013 contest were announced on October
14 and their photos – showcasing the year’s most newsworthy
moments – are on exhibit in Sydney at th State Library.
One of the most powerful pictures was taken by Barat Ali Batoor
of The Global Mail. His poignant photo entitled “The First Day at
Sea” won the prize for Photo of the Year. The shot, taken in 2012
by the photographer who was fleeing Afghanistan, depicts asylum
seekers from his country on a boat bound for Australia.
The exhibition runs until December 15 at the State Library of NSW.
A gallery of finalists’ photos can be viewed here:
www.flickr.com/photos/walkleyfoundation/sets
Showcasing excellence in photojournalism Photo: Claire Mahjoub

Put off by offsetting
opinion
Miriam Pepper

We need tools to help us navigate
our way in a complex world. One of
these is rational calculation –
where we weigh up benefits and
disbenefits of a certain course of
action, and then make decisions on
the basis of where the balance lies.
When faced with difficult decisions,
I have been known to write up lists
of advantages and disadvantages –
although typically I am then left in
a situation of not knowing how to
compare the pros and cons.
Rational calculation is formalised
in cost benefit analysis, a widely
used tool for business decisions,
infrastructure projects, policy
interventions and so on. At its

best, cost benefit analysis enables
the benefits and disbenefits of a
proposed course of action to be
made explicit and to be considered.
But it also raises issues about
whether or not things can be
converted to a common basis,
and who decides how this can be
done. For example, how might the
economic gains from a new airport
be compared with the decreased
amenity for the local human
population and the environmental
impacts of increased aviation?
Converting different things to a
common basis is also core to the
concept of “offsetting”. Carbon
offsets are perhaps the best-known
environmental offsets. For example,
airlines offer passengers a service
whereby they can pay to have the
emissions consumed during their
flight “offset” by projects such as

tree planting. Many of these efforts
are highly suspect. By turning
carbon into a commodity, they gloss
over the complexities of the different
sources and sinks of greenhouse
gases, in this case a fossilized source
and a living source, and the different
industrial and biological processes
which are involved. The time periods
are also different – with the trees
calculated to take many years to
soak up the carbon emitted in a
single flight.
There are other types of
environmental offsets. Biodiversity
offsetting is an increasingly popular
policy tool used by Australian
governments, whereby biodiversity
loss in one place is “exchanged”
for biodiversity gains in another.
For example, clearing woodland for
a development in one place can be
offset by protecting similar woodland

in another. A major problem in this
instance – apart from differences in
the biodiversity values of different
sites – is the baseline assumption
that the protected biodiversity at the
offset site would otherwise also have
been lost. In other words, there is
still an overarching assumption of
biodiversity decline.
Some may argue that offsetting
is an important contribution when
there is no choice but to proceed
with an action that causes damage.
That may or may not be the case.
To what extent is there really “no
choice”? Does offsetting serve to
assuage guilt and effectively let the
individual, institution or country
off the hook from choosing another
course of action? Among giving rise
to various social and environmental
concerns, international carbon
credits enable polluters in wealthy

countries to continue to pollute while
outsourcing the responsibility for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions
to poor countries. The website Cheat
Neutral parodies the shifting of
responsibility involved in carbon
offsetting, by using the example of
paying somebody else to be faithful
to offset your own infidelities.
The concepts and practices of
offsetting raise a host of issues –
such as who bears responsibility
for negative consequences of
actions and decisions, whether
different values and processes can
be equivalised, what the baseline
scenario in the absence of offsetting
is judged to be, and what might be
the unintended consequences of
offsetting. These are questions that
we would be wise to raise in the face
of the seductiveness of the seeming
S
simplicity of offsetting.
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‘Quiet for the singer!’
Valé Len Neary (1947-2013)

Margaret Walters

In the afternoon of October 2,
the Glengarry Pub in Redfern
rang to the strains of sea shanties
and folk songs when friends
gathered to remember Len
Neary. Len was known for his
inspirational singing, his keen
gentle spirit and cool dry wit.
Len, 66, had been a resident of
Redfern and other suburbs of the
inner-west for 50 years but perhaps
made his biggest impact when living
in Lawson Street in the ’80s and ’90s.
He established a weekly Friday-night
singing session at the “Glen” and
folk singers from near and far would
gather to swap songs and yarns over a
beer. Len created a genial atmosphere
of welcome and encouragement;
he was unfailingly polite and
gentlemanly and no one dominated a
session when Len was present. “Quiet
for the singer!” he would call, and
that directive always evokes Len.
Len was very knowledgeable
about Australian, British and
American folk music and generously
shared his knowledge. Margaret
Fagan writes: “Len is the person
who introduced Bob and me to the
work of Leon Rosselson [which]
has had a huge influence on our
lives. He made a couple of tapes
for us because he thought we
would like to learn some of the
material, which we certainly did!”
And he was renowned for
his hospitality. His place was
a stopover for international
and interstate musicians and a
refuge for many folk in need of a
home, often several at a time.
Unaccompanied singing was Len’s
preference and he was a founding
member of the shanty group The
Roaring Forties. A band called
Kerfuffle (with instrumentalists
Alan Gough and Malcolm Menzies)
gave him an outlet for a different
range of songs. He also enjoyed
singing Australian folk songs
and settings of poems by Henry
Lawson with Chris Kempster.
There are some recordings on
which Len has a track or two, notably
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Positive
development at
North Eveleigh
COMMENT
Jason Perica

I refer to your article in the
October SSH, “Mayhem at North
Eveleigh (western end)” by Bruce
Lay. It is disappointing that
the article includes a number
of inaccuracies.   Your article
indicates that the federal housing
grant of $7.4 million is being
used to insert pipes and wires
and build roads to make the site
ready for 1200 dwellings. This is
not accurate. The roadway and
services within it will service the
affordable housing development,
with the benefit of also being
able to service approximately
70 dwellings located between
Wilson Street and the new road,
and the existing Clothing Store.

Len Neary Photo: Courtesy of Christine Carter

The People Have Songs, a double
CD album featuring many of the
singers who would turn up at the
Glen for a song. The first verse echoes
strongly Len’s approach to song:
“Here voices are tuned to each other
in gladness/ Here joy and laughter
meet keening and sadness/ Here
tyranny’s cursed for the people have
songs/ Let us set the room ringing
with the sound of our singing/ When
we come to the end let us hold the
chord long/ Hear the harmonies rise
and all close our eyes/ ’Til the last
cadence dies the people have songs.”
Leonard Frederick Neary
(26/3/1947-24/9/2013) grew up in
Kingsgrove in the ’50s and ’60s.
Len’s sister Christine gives some
background to his early life. “Len
made his life around Sydney’s inner
west, after leaving home aged 15.
He started out as a copy boy at
one of the major newspapers, and
we always thought he would go
into journalism. He was bright,
articulate, politically savvy and
good with words. However, that did
not eventuate, and I believe time
has proved that he would rather
participate in life, than just be an
observer and commentator of it. For

a time he worked in retail and some
time later at the GPO, but he moved
on to employment in the various
programs of St Vincent de Paul with
the mentally ill and the homeless – a
good fit for Len’s personal qualities.”
Over the last decade, Len became
increasingly reclusive and when
the Lawson Street house he lived
in was sold, he eventually moved
to live upstairs at the Glengarry.
He could be seen frequenting the
local cafes, but resisted invitations
to folk clubs and concerts.
Len’s health had been deteriorating
in recent months and he was
admitted to the Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital in Sydney on September 1
with severe pneumonia. He failed
to respond to treatment and he died
peacefully three weeks later with his
Aunt Barbara and sister Christine
at his side. He was a bachelor and
is survived by his sisters, Christine
and Maureen, his cousin Peter, Aunt
Barbara, and nieces and nephews. S
Obituary compiled by Margaret Walters
from emails, facebook comments,
and the eulogy of Len’s sister,
Christine Carter. A longer version of
this article can be read online.

This is a benefit, as undertaking
such works at the same time
will minimise future impacts.
The federal funding is $7.192
million, not $7.4 million.
Your article indicates that the
infrastructure works were approved
by UrbanGrowth NSW without
consultation. Public consultation
for the works occurred in April
2012, with exhibition for more
than 30 days. As a result of the
consultation you provided a
submission in May 2012. It is
difficult to understand how you
can state no consultation occurred
when you made a submission.  
The works are also generally
consistent with the North Eveleigh
Concept Plan that was subject to
extensive consultation in 2008.
The City of Sydney has been
significantly involved in the
technical aspects of the road and
public domains areas, ensuring
the development complies with

Jason Perica is a Director of Planning
and Urban Renewal, UrbanGrowth NSW.

Mayhem at
North Eveleigh –
revisited
COMMENT
Bruce Lay

It still seems to me that the
process followed by UrbanGrowth
has been more than a little
roughshod. Of course, they
undertook token consultation, but
changed nothing, did not do the
traffic study, ignored the City’s
advice on the public domain, etc.

Brendan, Karen and Tessa (Brendan and Tessa are Microwave Jenny) on The Block for the Redfern Now premiere on October 30 Photo: Troy Russell

the City’s technical standards.
Your article suggests that the
North Eveleigh affordable housing
development is the reason for
heavy vehicles using Burren Street
and heading through Erskineville.
UGDC is aware of a significant
development in Burren St which
has resulted in heavy vehicle
movements in Queen and Forbes
streets. It is possible, if not likely,
that heavy vehicle movements
in Burren St and Erskineville are
associated with the Burren St site.
Our contractor for the infrastructure
works has been made aware of the
need to use Golden Grove Street
for heavy vehicle movements and
UGDC has been laising with the
City of Sydney to seek enforcement
action against those heavy vehicles
which do not comply with the
approved heavy vehicle route.
  In terms of alleged property
damage, UGDC is aware of seven
homes that have reported cracking,
not 20 as has been suggested.
The contractor responsible for
the work on site is liaising with
home owners and occupiers,
and UGDC is assisting with this.
External dilapidation reports were
undertaken for adjacent dwellings
prior to work commencing and
more recently detailed internal
reports have been undertaken
in cooperation with residents.  
The affordable housing
development at North Eveleigh
is a positive development for
the community, providing 88
affordable housing rental dwellings.
Without the infrastructure works,
City West Housing’s housing
development, and affordable rental
accommodation for 88 households,
could not be provided. S

I made an assumption that
as several houses on the south
side were affected and one in
Holdsworth Street, that more were
likely and had not been picked up.
That probably remains. This is a
subtle thing as all old houses crack,
etc. I know of eight, three on one
side of Wilson Street, four on the
other side, and one in Holdsworth.
Yes, UrbanGrowth did organise

dilapidation reports, six months
late, but has not furnished them,
nor given anything in writing to
residents. Dust has been blowing
off the site all year – I suspect
some asbestos particles too.
They have managed the traffic
but left bikes and pedestrians
to fend for themselves.
Pedestrian safety is horrendous
and the numbers may exceed
the numbers of cars, etc.
A clear separation between the
regulator and the developer is the
key issue. The City should be the
planning authority for what is a
small site in the scheme of things.
Residents would like the
assistance of the City’s expertise in
dealing with construction damage
and cracking – what they would
do under their watch – and also to
achieve proper traffic management
S
on the site.
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EDITORIAL
SSH

October 28 was Blue Knot Day, an
initiative of Adults Surviving Child
Abuse (ASCA).
This year ASCA released findings
from new research into the social
and personal impacts of child abuse
in Australia. The key findings show:
78% of survivors reported suffering
from mental health issues; 43%reported
experiencing multiple forms of abuse;
79% said they were sexually abused.
Dr Cathy Kezelman, ASCA president,
said: “The long-term social, health and
personal impacts of childhood abuse and

READERS' LETTERS
St Vincent’s radical witness
As a parishioner of more than 25
years at St Vincent’s Redfern I read
with deep interest the recent SSH
articles and letters re Tom Bass and
the mural painted by Aboriginal
artists. Bruce Strath’s letter [SSH Oct.
13], however, wrests this artistic
platform as a base for his negative
viewpoint on long-term parishioners.
Mr Strath outpours his point-ofview, in numerous repetitions and

COMMENT & OPINION
trauma are far-reaching and numerous.
And they have significant economic
implications as well. Opening up public
discussion about this complex issue is
an important step towards healing, both
for individuals as well as communities.”
“ T he Ro ya l C om m i s s ion i n to
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse has put the issue of child abuse on
the national agenda and will hopefully
bring perpetrators and their protectors
to justice – but the deep emotional,
physical and psychological wounds
experienced by so many adult survivors
cannot be remedied by legal action
S
alone,” she said.
The ASCA helpline – 1300 657 380 – offers
professional counselling support for
survivors. Please visit www.asca.org.au

loaded words; sadly, his facts are not
always accurate, thus negating the
validity of his views. While he states
that he felt temporarily “alienated
and marginalised” by liturgical
“domination” and (lack of?) “church
decoration”, he fails to note that the
focus of Fr Ted Kennedy’s long-term
service was on the people who are
actually marginalised and alienated
in society – say, Aborigines,
homeless, or gender-diverse. Mr
Strath also misses the mark of
what Mum Shirl, Fr Kennedy and
St Vincent’s parishioners, black and

Public housing and you
opinion
Ross Smith

Public housing is government
owned and operated infrastructure, as
are the highways, airports, harbours,
post office, railways and the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation. Like all
infrastructure, its purpose is to give
benefit to the whole community.
The function of public housing is
to provide a means of ensuring all
Australians have equity of access to
secure shelter. Security and equity of
access to sustenance and shelter are the
twin foundations on which our society
is built. In the absence of either of these
two basic building blocks there is no
society, there is no community, there
is no family.
The federal government had very
limited involvement in housing until
the World War of 1939-45. A review
of Australia’s social security system
concluded t hat housi ng was a n
essential element of achieving a fairer
society. The Commonwealth Housing
Commission, in the letter of transmittal
accompanying its final report, said:
“We consider that a dwelling of good
standard and equipment is not only
the need but the right of every citizen
– whether the dwelling is to be rented
or purchased, no tenant or purchaser
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should be exploited for excessive profit.”
The review and subsequent report
resulted in the series of Commonwealth
State Housing Agreements from 1945 to
2000 that underpin the Public Housing
system across Australia.
If public housing in its true format,
i.e., government owned and operated
infrastructure, was to disappear, the
impact on the community would be
both huge and immediate. The price of
housing in the non-government sector,
whether rental or purchased, would
dramatically increase from its already
very unaffordable levels.
The increase would be due to
those renting in the public housing
sector being displaced into the nongovernment sector where price is set
solely by supply and demand. The
increased demand at the bottom end
of the market, based on both local
and overseas experiences, would flow
upwards in the form of higher prices
throughout the entire marketplace. It
would also have a similar impact on
the “purchase” market. The Grattan
Institute’s recently released Renovating
Housing Policy report both identifies
and quantifies the adverse impact of
current government policy on housing
affordability in Australia. It covers both
the rental and “purchase” market.
The failure of the government at
state and federal levels to embrace
and maintain the concept expressed

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

white, have stood for, over almost
50 years now: living out the gospel
in the context of Redfern, in an
updated  way.
Clare Maguire
St Vincent’s, Redfern

Who will care for
the creation?
faith
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

in the original Commonwealth State
Housing Agreement of 1945 has been
due to a number of influences. One of
the primary influences has been the
lobbying of the Finance Sector. The
Finance Sector has a vested interest
in the creation/maintenance of higher
housing costs, which are reflected
in larger mortgages, which in turn
maximises the return per transaction
for the sector.
Successive gover n ments have
attempted to divert attention from
their failure to ensure equity of
access to secure shelter/housing by
vilifying those living in the residual
public housing. Once this message
has been sold to the general public
the government can then justify its
withdrawal from owning and operating
public housing infrastructure on the
grounds that its tenants are now deemed
“not worthy” of government “largesse”.
In the wash-up, the government
of the day has no demonstrated
concern, genuine or otherwise, that its
carefully orchestrated withdrawal from
owning and operating public housing
infrastructure will have an adverse
impact on our society. Its membership
places a higher value on their personal
wellbeing arising from their ongoing
employ ment a s pol it ic ia n s, t he
remuneration from which ensures that
they will always be able to afford secure
housing and sustenance.
So next time you hear the phrase
“public housing” ignore the pollie speak
and remember that public housing holds
down your personal cost of housing. S

Hopefully all of us will care
for the creation, if only for our own
survival into the future and to guard
the inheritance for our children.
However, if anyone has a grave
responsibility to do so, it must be
people of faith.
Most religions would claim that
human life is part of the universal
creation of a God, or Gods, who are
at the centre of all that exists. If we
believe this, then surely we must see
ourselves as, if you like, part of the
universal family of all that exists.
Even if we see ourselves as having a
greater awareness of right and wrong
than birds and plants, seas and skies,
we are all interacting in the survival
of ongoing life together.
You could see the wider creation as
being a bit like a little child – life that is
holy and loved by us, but which can’t
necessarily determine the issues before
it. However, the very existence of this
child and its trusting face demands
that we act with love and care towards
it, seeing that it is nurtured, that it
grows and is kept safe.
On the other hand, the grandeur of
the creation reminds us every day of
how small we are in the midst of that.
Looking at the wonder of mountains
and surging waves, stars and sun in
our skies, and spreading trees, we may
well be reminded that the creation
goes beyond anything we can imagine
or control.
Having said that, at the heart of

the reality is the interdependence
of everything. We need the calm
darkness of the night for our rest and
the plants which we eat. The earth can
be nourished or destroyed by the way
in which we live with it.
In Christian terms, we could say
that the creation, in all its forms, is our
neighbour and we are called to “love
our neighbour as ourselves”. As with
human neighbours, our responsibility
is to relate to all around us with
respect, to grieve if that neighbour
suffers in any way and to try to heal
the cause of that suffering.
That neighbour is not simply for our
use and consumption. Obviously, it
gives to us and we would never survive
without it. However, that giving
invites in us a consistent “watering”
and “replanting”. It means that, if
its occupants die and its waters and
skies warm, we must explore very
carefully what is happening and ask
ourselves what we must do to protect
these neighbours.
If you believe in a God, it gives you a
new perspective. We are not the rulers
of the universe, but little specks of
loved life within an amazing context
of wider life. Some of this life may have
its own voices, but often the language
of what surrounds us is more complex
and mysterious. We have no option but
to humbly watch and listen and see
if we can discover good and creative
relationships with it.
No-one would suggest that this is
easy, but at least if we live in ways that
love and respect all that surrounds us,
we add to the wonder of life together
and honour our faith in the gifts of the
S
great Creator.

Growth centres – new communities or just real estate?
opinion
Elizabeth Elenius

As near retirees, my partner and
I moved to a new high-density
development in Pyrmont 13 years
ago. Like everyone else moving there,
following the massive (planned?)
redevelopment, we knew no one. And
like the planners, we assumed families
with children didn’t live in apartments.
How wrong we all were.
Yet, in our new vertical “village”, a
community has grown and flourished,

even in the absence of adequate
community facilities. Kick-started by
a strong protest against residential
development of the old Water Police
site, people got to know one another,
and then started new community
initiatives like Pyrmont/Ultimo
Landcare, Pyrmont Cares, and Friends
of Pyrmont Community Centre. In the
process we realised there were huge gaps
in the provision of social infrastructure,
including childcare, public schools and
public sporting facilities.
Pyrmont has grown to a residential
population of 12,000 and a worker
population of 16,000. There are now 899

children in Ultimo and 1,270 in Pyrmont
in the 0-19 years demographic. Pyrmont
has only two childcare centres, and
centres in Glebe and Ultimo are to close
shortly. Ultimo Public School is overenrolled, requiring demountables on an
already overcrowded playground area.
The government’s idea to sell the
Ultimo school site for apartments,
with the school located underneath,
complete with wire mesh to protect
the kids from falling objects (shades of
Guantanamo Bay), didn’t go down too
well with locals just before the 2012
Sydney by-election. With the election
of Independent, Alex Greenwich, the

government realised its mistake and
established the Inner City Schools
Working Party, with representatives
from the Ultimo P&C, City of Sydney
and Department of Education, to look
at options. Its workings are secret
(commercial in confidence), but the
local community is working hard to
ensure that its identified site options are
properly investigated. One such site, the
Council depot at the corner of Wattle
and Fig streets, is owned by the City of
Sydney and would be an ideal location
for integrated childcare, out of school
hours care and primary school, with
multi-purpose facilities which could

be used by the public in the evenings
or weekends.
This doesn’t address secondary
school needs. Apart from one Sydney
Secondary College campus, there is
no comprehensive high school in the
City of Sydney. One option would be
to set aside land (air space?) along
the Central to Eveleigh redevelopment
corridor for educational and other social
infrastructure to support both the new
S
and existing City communities.
Elizabeth Elenius is the Convenor of
Pyrmont Action Inc.
eelenius@bigpond.net.au.
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Undermining
Sydney’s water

Photo: Thinkstock (Inset: Waratah Rivulet – cracked Photo: Supplied)

A new alliance of more than 50 community
groups from across Sydney, the Illawarra,
Southern Highlands and Blue Mountains has
formed to protect Sydney’s drinking water
supply from destructive mining practices.
Isabel McIntosh

Stop CSG Sydney, fresh from its
success to protect St Peters from coal
seam gas (CSG) mining, is one of the
groups that signed up to the alliance
along with other local environmental
protection groups, Botany Bay and
Catchment Alliance and Georges
River Environmental Alliance.
Sydney’s drinking water catchment
areas provide water to more than
4.5 million people with 90 per cent
of these areas covered by coal and
coal seam gas exploration licences.
In recent planning changes the NSW
government restricted coal seam
gas mining within two kilometres
of urban residential areas and
near horse studs and vineyards.
However, water catchments were
not included and are still not
recognised as strategic land under
NSW planning legislation.
“An individual can be fined
up to $44,000 for walking in the
catchments,” says Protect Sydney’s
Water alliance member Isabel
McIntosh. “Yet eight underground
longwall coal mines are already
operational in the water catchments
and APEX Energy wants to
commence coal seam gas mining
there. It’s an upside down world
when mining companies get an

open door to go into pristine
wilderness areas to crack creek
beds, damage underground
aquifers and destroy swamps
and everyone else is banned.”
“Sydney Catchment Authority
figures show that the four coal mines
undermining Metropolitan Special
Areas drain about three billion
litres a year from the water supply.
That’s enough to fill 1,200 Olympicsized swimming pools or for 43
million people to take a ten-minute
shower,” says Isabel McIntosh.
“This new alliance will amplify
our community voice to demand
accountability from Premier O’Farrell
and his government to put water
before coal, water before coal seam
gas, and act on the community’s very
real, proven concerns,” she says.
Coal mining in Sydney drinking
water catchments releases many
tonnes of iron, manganese and other
contaminants into the streams that
flow into drinking-water dams.
During CSG extraction, millions of
litres of water would be pumped from
deep beneath the earth, threatening
ancient aquifers and producing
vast quantities of polluted water.
NSW Health has already called
for a “comprehensive assessment of
potential risks to human health” in
relation to CSG drilling because of
the risks associated with fracking.

“A clean, reliable and sufficient
source of water is absolutely
essential for human health and
that will become increasingly
difficult to guarantee with
Sydney’s population growth and
climate change,” says Public
Health Association of Australia
spokesperson Melissa Haswell.  
“The important nature
conservation values of the
catchments are also being trashed,
including the delicate upland
swamps that help to provide clean,
fresh water during dry periods,” says
Isabel McIntosh. “These swamps
are listed as endangered ecological
communities, but unfortunately this
listing has not been enough to save
them from the impacts of mining.”
A recent poll conducted by
Essential Research found that 87 per
cent of people support banning coal
mining and CSG activities in water
catchment areas and within two
kilometres of rivers and wetlands.
On Thursday October 17 a petition
signed by more than 13,000 people
wanting to protect Sydney drinking
water catchments from CSG mining
was debated in NSW parliament.
Yet, in February this year Premier
O’Farrell approved the expansion
of BHP Billiton’s Dendrobium
longwall coal mine inside Sydney
S
water catchments. 

Days for Girls
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

Few people would know
about this worthwhile charity,
as its focus is not a subject
which we would be inclined to
discuss. Its work relates to the
reality that thousands of girls
and young women around the
world have their lives disrupted
by the fact that they have no
access to sanitary supplies
related to menstruation.
On its website, the Days for
Girls charity asks: “What if
not having sanitary supplies
means days without school,
days without income or days
without leaving the house?”
Girls use leaves, mattress
stuffing, newspaper, corn husks,
rocks, anything they can find …
but still miss up to two months
of school every year. Worse, girls
are often exploited in exchange
for hygiene. It turns out that
this issue is a surprising but
instrumental key to social change
for women all over the world.
The poverty cycle can be broken
when girls can stay in school.
Days for Girls empowers days
of education. Days of health.
Days of safety. Days of dignity.
“We do this by distribution of
sustainable feminine hygiene
kits by partnering with nonprofits, groups and organisations,
by raising awareness, and
importantly, by helping
impoverished communities start
their own programs to supply
kits and training. Together with

our network of thousands of
volunteers and partners, we have
reached tens of thousands of girls
and women in over 60 nations on
six continents and counting.”
The goal is to reach every
girl and woman with this
need by the year 2022.
Apart from direct donations
of money, you can do volunteer
preparation of kits or give material
resources for volunteers who do
that. What is being prepared is a
kit which works efficiently during
the menstruation period and can
then be washed and re-used for
a considerable length of time.
If you do want to make a
donation, this gives you an idea
of what your gift would fund:
$30 provides three washable
feminine hygiene kits girls can
depend on for up to three years;
$35 purchases eight metres of
cotton fabric for local women
to sew more kits for girls; $60
will provide local vocational,
leadership and women’s health
instructor training; $100 buys
moisture barrier fabric for 600
feminine hygiene shields; $185 will
provide a treadle sewing machine
… and so on.
This is a well-organised charity
which gives people around the
world all sorts of ways of helping
to transform the lives of thousands
of vulnerable women and girls. S
If you look on the Days for Girls
website and the Days for Girls
Australia website you will find ways
of connecting with the organisation
and for participating in its work.
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Mad Pride
shows a little
kindness
Sandra Beeston
REDFERN: Small acts of kindness
can sometimes have a big impact
and that is exactly what the Mad
Pride Youth Event, a free cultural
event that took place during Mental
Health month at 107 Projects,
celebrated on October 9. Many
volunteers gave their time and
energy to organise the event and
help the Speak Out Dual Diagnosis
Team, an initiative that “gives young
people who experience mental
health and substance abuse issues
the opportunity to express their
creativity”. Speak Out, which
also aims to challenge stereotypes
and negative perceptions, works
under the umbrella of Weave
Youth Family Community, a
non-profit organisation working
with disadvantaged and vulnerable
young people, women, children
and families in the City of Sydney
and South Sydney areas.
More than 200 people turned
up at the 107 arts space to listen
to live music, learn about mental
illness, and admire the artworks
created by art workshop participants
and available for purchase. The
younger ones could entertain
themselves with games, as a pinball
machine, and table hockey had
been set up for them. The speakers
were introduced by The Sapphires
actress Shari Sebbens, who lent

her growing profile to the cause by
becoming a Weave ambassador.
Janelle Ghazi, team leader for Speak
Out, says: “There is still not a lot of
education about what’s good mental
health, it’s definitely getting better, but
there’s always room for improvement.”
She says that young people who
experience mental health concerns,
like depression and anxiety, often turn
to drugs and alcohol to self-medicate
and try to cope with their symptoms.
But even those who are aware of their
illness and try to seek help still face
obstacles, financial ones for example.
“There’re not enough psychiatrists
who bulk-bill around here, so that’s
very hard,” she says. “If there weren’t
structures like Weave providing art
workshops, it would also be harder
for young people to make art, as art
supplies and materials are costly.”
Shane Brown, Weave’s Director,
spoke to the packed room about how
far we’ve come in regards to how
mental health issues are considered
by society, even though people are
still reluctant to talk about it for fear
of being rejected by their peers. He
gave the example of homosexuality,
which only just a few decades ago was
still considered a personality disorder
that could be cured with therapy, even
electroshock treatments. Thankfully,
mental illness is better understood
and accepted these days, even if it
still encounters stigmatisation, and
Shane underlined the fact that there
are now lots of ways to deal with

Janelle Ghazi and Shari Seebens at the Mad Pride Youth Event Photo: Sandra Beeston

mental health conditions other than
by medication, for example by eating
well, physical exercise, art activities etc.
Shane Brown said that the wider
community doesn’t understand
how debilitating living with a
mental illness can be, therefore it
is important to take the time to
learn about the stories of young
people who’ve suffered from it to
get a better understanding. “People
are people, and a mental health
diagnosis is a way of understanding
a mental health problem, that’s all,
not a label to describe that person.
We are people and some people
have a mental health issue – they
are not the problem,” he said.
Kathryn Courts, a young woman
who has herself battled depression
and anorexia as a teenager, shared
her experience with the audience and
encouraged young people to seek
help. “There’s nothing wrong with
you, you’re a good person, it doesn’t

impact on who you are as a person.
[...] Despite how bad things may feel
at one time or another, it doesn’t have
to stay that way. There are so many
people who you don’t even know
yet, who can help you feel better.”
Cecil Kroon, 46, was one of the
artists whose work, “The Dancer”, was
exhibited on the night. Kroon has
been suffering from an acute eye
condition, which he has found
difficult to handle. A few months
ago, his condition started to affect
him emotionally as well and he had
to be hospitalised. Kroon then got
involved in the art project thanks to
his occupational therapists at Concord
Hospital and he is now recovered and
back in the community. “It’s helped
me meet other artists. It’s given me
some self appreciation, some means
of communication with other people,
means of sharing what’s in your mind,
also being able to capture moments
or thoughts, and to me that’s what

painting is all about,” Kroon explained.
Karissa Dobjansuy, 19, has never
taken an art class in her life but has
painted since she was a little girl.
She was hospitalised recently for
depression and schizophrenia and
then brought into the project by her
case worker. “It pushed me back a
bit, but I started to express how I felt
about that period of time through
my artwork. It did help me.” She
says she feels much better now and
intends to commence studies in art
soon. She hopes she can exhibit her
work again for next year’s Mad Pride.
Mad Pride events are held all over
the world during Mental Health
Month. Janelle Ghazi is delighted
with the success of this year’s Sydney
Mad Pride: “Everyone helped,
offered their time, and it made the
night a success. It wouldn’t have
been what it was without the people
volunteering their time and that was
what made the celebration special.”

Throwing a good party – Artist Profile: Stephanie Cox
Alice Appel

nights in Kings Cross. Not only does
it cater to dance music and hip hop,
it supports local bands and provides a
space for people who want to let loose
and mosh to bands on the same night.

Out of the swanky streets of
Erskineville comes Stephanie
Cox, aka Pixie Punto, a local DJ
and events co-ordinator. She’s
a busy lady working three jobs
in the hurly-burly of Sydney’s
music media industry, but
found some time this month
to answer a few questions.

What projects are you
working on now?

At the moment I’m really excited
about an art exhibition hosted by
Imageinit Art called I.N.K.E.D. I am
doing the event co-ordinating side of
things, which is really fun because I
love throwing a good party! It will be
showcasing five upcoming visual artists
and there will be a live art battle on the
night, DJs and other surprises, but I don’t
want to give anything away! It’s on the
29th of November at The World Bar (24
Bayswater Road, Kings Cross) and it’s
free after 12! For more info stay tuned
to www.facebook.com/imageinit.art or
www.mumtheworldbar.com.

What do you like about
living in Sydney?

I like that it’s close to everything
and that I can easily go to gigs
and bars, also that I always have
good coffee on my doorstep.

How did you start as a DJ?

Well, I’ve always really liked music
and I can’t play an instrument to save
my life, so DJing was the next logical
step. Besides that, I like having a
booth and telling people what music
they should be listening to. The music
at a venue can really set the vibe.

What music do you recommend?

You know, I could easily tell you
to listen to every Beatles song and
memorise their albums – and just
throw a bunch of artist names at

Any advice for people
wanting to be a DJ?

Stephanie Cox Photo: Alice Appel

you – which off the top of my head I
encourage everyone to listen to some
Wu Tang, Tame Impala, Ray Charles,
the Beach Boys, the Doors … you
get where I am going with this?
BUT my advice is to actually catch

a local gig, and support Australian
bands (shout out to Maids, the Jones
Rival, Chicks Who Love Guns,
Corpus, Mary Gunn and of course
Doc Holiday takes the Shotgun).

So exactly what is it that you do?

As well as being a DJ, I’m a stage
manager at MUM at The World Bar,
so I get to hang upstairs in the tea
room making sure that all the bands
are running on time amongst other
things! MUM is unique among other

Djing off your Ipod is not DJing.
Ever. And don’t take requests.
Ever. If you take requests you will
slowly become a jukebox. They
stock Nickelback in jukeboxes.
Is that really how you want to
live the rest of your life?
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The Reviews
Film Review
by Lindsay Cohen

Gravity
Director: Alfonso Cuarón
Starring: Sandra Bullock,
George Clooney
Genre: 2013: A Space Oddity
As a child, I always wanted to be an
astronaut, and after watching Gravity I
still want to be one. Sure, there are the
stomach churning spins in zero-gravity,
the claustrophobic living quarters and the
chance you could die in any number of
horrible ways including imploding, being
pierced by flying satellite shrapnel, or
burning in high-oxygen fires and poorly
executed re-entries, but if Gravity has
proven anything it’s that the scenery is
spectacular and the company is attractive.
George Clooney is certainly attractive.
He also has a dry wit, a deep voice,
and a broad cleft chin. Whether Buzz
Lightyear of Toy Story fame was created
with Clooney in mind or the other way
around is a moot point, but Clooney is
so Lightyear in Gravity it’s distracting
in almost a comic relief sort of way. It
may have been deliberate, but space is
so extraordinary it should be able to
provide enough attractions not to need
distractions, or George Clooney.
Meanwhile Sandra Bullock spends
as much time in her underwear as she
does in her spacesuit. It turns out that
panties and a skimpy top is just what
female astronauts happen to wear under
their suits. It was true of Sigourney
Weaver in the Alien series and it’s true
of Bullock. Bullock is also the vehicle for
the film’s none-too-subtle life and rebirth
“message”. We get it. Bullock being foetal
and sucking her thumb doesn’t make the
“message” more important.
But enough quibbling. Gravity is a
mind-blowing film experience that has
to be seen in 3D. The special effects in
Gravity star almost as brightly as those
in space, and certainly a lot more than
the so-called “stars” of the Hollywood
variety who barely shine at all.
Rating: Four “G”.

»»film@ssh.com.au

Book Review
by Julie McCrossin

Take Back the Economy: An Ethical
Guide for Transforming Our Communities
Katherine Gibson-Graham, Jenny
Cameron & Stephen Healey
University of Minnesota Press, 2013
On Thursday October 7, 2013, over
100 people gathered at Gleebooks in
Glebe for the Australian launch of

a handbook for activists called Take
Back the Economy: An Ethical Guide
for Transforming Our Communities.
Co-author, Katherine Gibson, research
professor at the Institute of Culture and
Society at the University of Western
Sydney, says: “The book contains many
examples of collective actions that are
re-shaping the way we work and conduct
business so that the needs of people and
the planet are met with dignity. We hope
community organisations, faith groups,
neighbourhoods, high schools, unions
and governments will be prompted to
think about actions to put the well-being
of people and the planet at the centre
of economies.”
The audience joined in a lively panel
discussion on the night with Gibson,
fellow co-author, Jenny Cameron,
associate professor of geography at
the University of Newcastle, Melina
Morrison, CEO of the Business Council
of Co-operatives and Mutuals and
Kurt Iveson, a senior lecturer in urban
geography at the University of Sydney.
“Melina and Kurt are actively involved
in helping to build the sorts of economies
we discuss in the book,” says Cameron.
“Melina reminds us that member-owned
businesses such as the NRMA and
co-operatives worldwide, if compared
to national economies, would be the
world’s ninth largest economy. Kurt
is using the book with neighbours in
their struggle to keep their local primary
school a space that local residents can
access and care for.”
This book shows how people can
implement small-scale changes in their
own lives to create ethical economies
and a more balanced and sustainable
personal life.

of Iraq, privatised the country’s
infrastructure (Order 39) creating the
opportunity for international companies
to contract for its reconstruction/
exploitation. “Iraq was open for business.”
The deaths of the two Armenian
Christian women on a Baghdad street
in the relatively quiet Karadah district
has its origins in Order 39, a situation
kept to the forefront by the constant
on-stage presence of their white car.
While the United States Agency for
International Development contracted
companies, in this particular case, the
Research Triangle Institute, to carry out
reconstruction, companies hired their
own security forces, in this instance,
the Australian-owned Unity Resources
Group, to protect their staff and
operations while in conflict zones. Unlike
soldiers, the private security forces do
not have deterrents such as court martial
to discourage irresponsible behaviour.
As the greatest penalty they can incur
is to be sent home, accountability for

their actions is negligible. Their training,
enacted by performers and implied on
screen as indecently hasty, emphasises
self-protection, while recruits come from
countries, in this case, Chile, where there
is a background of military conflict,
unemployment and poverty.
The situation is explosive. “Incidents”
otherwise called “defensive measures”,
may occur. When a white car travelling
90 metres behind a security vehicle
protecting a four-vehicle convoy fails
to respond to an “escalation of warnings”
including hand signals and flares over a
period of 10 seconds, the guards open
fire. Of the 40 bullets 19 enter the body
of Aswani, a middle-aged part-time taxi
driver, supporting three daughters from
her earnings. Why didn’t she stop in
view of the fact that the security vehicle
carried the injunction not to approach it
closer than 100 metres? Perhaps she had
forgotten for a few moments she was a
citizen living in an occupied zone and
indulged in ordinary human behaviour

like talking to her companion. But as
movingly enacted by Jane Phegan and
Olivia Stambouliah there is no place
for ordinary humanity in the privatised
world.
The Version 1.0 company of
artists make this complex drama of
modern warfare accessible through a
combination of official information and
personal reaction. Should you wonder
how so much information about the
situation in Iraq (and there is much
more) can be conveyed in 60 minutes,
go to see this punchy, highly-polished
production. While not discounting the
very considerable contribution made to
The Vehicle Failed To Stop by the artists
responsible for music (Paul Prestipino),
lighting (Frank Mainoo and Jessica
Lowe) and video (Sean Bacon), special
praise must go to Dillon MacEwan
for car design, construction – and
deconstruction.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au

Images for
Life Force
2013
ART AUCTION & BOOK RELEASE
Sunday November 17
3-6pm
Celebrating the 20 Year
Anniversary of Life Force
Cancer Foundation
Annual Fundraising Art Event
for Life Force Cancer
Foundation at Stills Gallery

»»books@ssh.com.au

$50 entry per person –
children under 16 Free

Theatre Review
by Catherine Wood

Tickets can be purchased
online or at the door.

Don’t miss!
KINKY FRIEDMAN with support Lo Carmen & Peter Head.
Wednesday 20 November at Clarendon Guesthouse, Blue Mountains
www.clarendonguesthouse.com.au/whats_on
The Vehicle Failed To Stop
A Version 1.0 Production
Approximately 60 minutes
At Bay 19, Carriageworks
October 15-26, 2013
A thrilling theatre event, Version
1.0’s devised performance, The Vehicle
Failed To Stop, based on the killing of
Marou Aswani and Geneva Jalal as they
returned from church by private security
contractors in October, 2003, asks hard
questions about the relationship between
commerce, war and privatisation.
This intimate but often concealed
connection between legitimised
violence and moneymaking is presented
effectively in the opening sequence. As
a military-clad man (Irving Gregory)
robotically steps towards the audience
to the accompaniment of increasingly
audible voice-over reiterating “kill or be
killed” he gradually removes his fatigues
to reveal a suit and tie. His seamless
transition into a businessman references
the situation in Iraq after its occupation
by the US. L. Paul Bremer, who took
up the position of Administrator of
the Coalition of Provisional Authority

Friday 29 November at The Vanguard, Newtown
www.thevanguard.com.au/shows/2013/11/29/kinky-friedman/11954

LOST IN
SPACE
Tuesday November 5
6-8pm
One week only:
11am-6pm till
November 9, 2013
Damien Minton Gallery
583 Elizabeth Street
Redfern
Image: Sally McInerney, detail
from “Easter Show Carousel”
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Detail of untitled painting by Gaylene Smith, 2013 Photo: Andrew Collis

Colour and
conservation
Artist Profile: Gaylene Smith
Catherine Wood
Gaylene, a familiar figure crossing
Waterloo Green or sketching in
Redfern Park, is a much-exhibited
artist. She has had paintings in
several Orchard Gallery exhibitions,
in particular, Retrospective (2010),
Everyday Spirit (2011), Portraits
(2012), Presstagram (2013), shared
an exhibition with Bill Maddock,
Memories and Observations (2010),
showed at the Global Gallery,
Paddington (Ragtime, 2011) and at
the Fire Gallery, Newtown (Revolt,
2012). Now, as a tribute to her success
and a showcase for her skill and
inspiration Gaylene has a solo show
at the Orchard Gallery curated by
the talented artist, Jovana Terzic, and
opening December 7.
As a child Gaylene loved to draw. She
recollects drawing with a stick in the dirt
on the side of the road while waiting for
her dad, and that later when the locals
noticed the drawings they would say,
“The Garner kid has been here”. Her
mother made sure not to leave a writing
pad where Gaylene could lay her hands
on it because once she found it, she used
it up rapidly. Paints or crayons were hard
to come by at Black Box, a remote sheep
station near Brewarrina, where Gaylene
spent her childhood years and of which
she has strong memories.
Her early years have influenced her
thinking in two main ways. She is
conservationist in the sense that she
values making much of little. When
she was young water was very precious.
Drinking water was kept in a canvas bag
under the tank and the children had
to ask for permission to have a drink.
Kerosene lamps provided light and all
cooking was done on a combustion
stove, as there was no electricity. She
remembers vividly helping her mother
with the ironing and using a weighty
shellite iron. She recalls also taking
the “smoko” – a big billy of tea with
sandwiches, and heavy to carry – down
to the shearing shed. In the exhibition

Memories and Observations Gaylene’s
depiction of these objects from her
childhood, teapots, billy, tea caddy, bread
for sandwiches, endows each with a
vitality, identity and importance.
The second influence discernible in
her work is a love for the natural world.
Gaylene remembers the great beauty of
the sunsets on the remote property at
Brewarrina and how much they inspired
her young heart. It is not such a stretch
to see that inspiration still in the way
Gaylene uses colour, blending and
matching, contrasting and shifting in
much the same way as the colours of the
setting sun meld and flow. Further, her
colours are often pure, unadulterated, as
it were, by over-manipulation. Although,
as she says, abstract painting was not
a concept for her until her Ukrainian
neighbour, Jana, lent her a book on the
subject, the style seemed to come to
her naturally.
Gaylene likes to experiment with
different abstract shapes and different
colours. In these works so opposite to her
earlier works from Memories, the shapes
seem to be driving each other apart
or to be taking away from the surface
of the painting as much as Memories
was about filling the canvas. It may be
that this particular and later aspect of
Gaylene’s work reflects a societal change
she herself noticed when a young woman
employee of Chic Salon, Newtown.
Although hairdressing had been her
early ambition, her parents decreed
she was not to complete the Leaving
Certificate which would have allowed
her entry to this profession. Gaylene
was relatively satisfied working in the
bra and girdle department of Chic’s –
apart from enforced enclosure in fitting
rooms with unshowered bodies – but
a new boss saw her find a position at
Burwood’s Corsetry. She noted, however,
that at the time Westfield and Farmer’s
were opening up and that society was
changing, “was different somehow”.
Gaylene has been to various art classes
over the years, for instance, she learned
oil painting at St Mary’s Art Centre.
However, it wasn’t until she went to

EMBRiO MEDIA presents the annual

Alternative Festival of Arts

Since 1990

Poetry Picnic (‘Lost Parks of Sydney Tour’)
NOON, SUNDAY NOV 24 – Invisible Park #1
Meet at Waterloo Oval Stand at 11.30am, cnr Elizabeth & McEvoy
BYO picnic, water, beach umbrellas (some shade), no BBQs or cameras.
We use a small amp with mic and make a video for public.
MORE POETS NEEDED – BOOKINGS 0418 289 469

Club Hippi
2PM SUNDAY DEC 7 – Yulis Café, 419 Crown St, Surry Hills
Sydney Premieres of MINDFIELD & MYTHIC REALITY
Q&A with Writer/Director
DOCO: Poetry Picnic 2012.
TIMESTREAM creative mag issues available
(Send poems to timestreamproductions@gmail.com).
Book soon for FREE places or gold donation on day.
Community project of unemployedpeoplesembassy.blogspot.com

the informal and relaxing Saturday
Art Classes held at the South Sydney
Uniting Church in Waterloo that she
developed confidence in her ability to
paint and she feels she owes much to
teachers Jo Tracy and Hayley Megan

French. Furthermore, the twice-amonth Saturday Art Class gave her
the chance to exhibit her work for
the first time at the church’s Orchard
Gallery. Gaylene made the wonderful
discovery that other people wanted to

buy her work.
Gaylene Smith’s first solo exhibition
will open at the Orchard Gallery
(56a Raglan St Waterloo) on
December 7, from 5.30pm.
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GROVE
Jane Burton-Taylor
Barometer Gallery, Paddington
November 12 – December 1, 2013
The photographer spends two months
of every year in Italy. The love affair with
Italy grew from a personal love affair long
ago. This series, set as triptychs, explores the
ancient olive groves of southern Italy. Over
1,000 years old, these olive groves are on
the UNESCO World Heritage Register. They
are protected and tended by hand. This is a
photo essay about sacred space and how
we care about nature. The olive trees need
to be pruned and nurtured, otherwise they
will die. The artist is saying: “We can work in
harmony with nature or choose to destroy it.”
Jane currently has a sculpture work
in the Rookwood Cemetery Hidden
exhibition + the Mosman Sculpture
Prize. She was a 2012 Blake Prize Finalist.
Image: Jane Burton-Taylor,
Detail from GROVE #03a

Wordplays...

South Sydney Crossword
Across
1. I knew it!
3. Higg's particle

Sun Setting

Sleep

A particular light –

calm breather

7. Aug. follower

airy yellow, silkily clear –

and soulful rest

8. Hence

fills the sky

sweet dreamer

11. Off the mark

spills

and double blessed

into the room –

between heaven

baptises

and hell, no less.

CROSSWORD
BY D.W.

6. Hibernia

First correct entry
receives a prize.
Send to:
South Sydney
Crossword
PO Box
3288, Redfern
NSW 2016

– Adrian Spry

a blessed space.
– Catherine Wood
WORDPLAY – Creative Writing Group – CLUB REDFERN,
2/159 REDFERN ST 6-8pm – Weds 6 & 20 November.
Phone Andrew on 8399 3410. All welcome

13. Swelling's shrinker
Down

this so familiar place
creating now

12. Remote button

1. Dreams' companions
2. Rug
3. Afrikaner
4. Meatball's partner
5. Kelly or Flanders
9. Noggin
10. Matter of --11. Israel or mason suffix

last month's solution

For translation visit www.dharug.dalang.com.au

C O M M U N I T Y N O T I C ES

November 2013

BABANA

SATURDAY ART CLASS

Aboriginal Men’s Group

South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
12-4pm Saturday November 9 & 23
More information
phone 8399 3410.

Next meeting Friday, November 29
Souths on Chalmers 12-2pm
Babana Shed open Mon-Fri
(72 Renwick St, Redfern)
Contact: Mark Spinks 0411 282 917

All materials provided.
Previous & new participants welcome.
Gold coin donation.

Drawing: Charlotte Dibben

Volunteers’ news

The Village to Village bus is a free hop-on, hop-off service which
enables residents of the City of Sydney to access local businesses,
hospitals, shopping centres, restaurants and universities.

These FREE buses operate every Thursday and Friday.
For more information please call: 8241 8000
or visit our website: www.villagetovillage.com.au
Follow Us.

Uniting Churches

Pat Clarke

Our State has had a terrible
time with bushfires, and still
not over. We in the city should
be grateful that we were not
in danger. Our thoughts and
I hope, donations, will go to
those people who have lost
their homes, and livelihoods,
and to our tireless and brave
fire service volunteers.

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Hope you are catching up with
the new series of Redfern Now
– a gritty and peerless drama,
great acting and direction.
And everyone’s favourite
Deborah Mailman is back again.
Thursdays 8.30pm ABC1.

Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday

Sydney Architectural Festival:
Various events from Nov 1-10 –
some are free. Check the website
sydneyarchitecturefestival.org.

Peace with justice, integrity

Good Neighbourhood BBQs:
Sun 10 Nov, Elizabeth McCrea
Reserve, Cnr Kepos & Zamia
Streets, Redfern 11am-2pm
and Wed 20 Nov, Poets Corner,
Morehead Street, Redfern
5pm-8pm. Everyone is welcome.
Hosted by the City of Sydney
and NSW Police, there will
be wild animal encounters,
children’s activities and
free BBQ at these events.

Glebe Cafe Church

Louisa Dyce writes: “We had
a great night at our Dinner/
Fundraiser on October 18 at
The Settlement. I want to thank
Michele and the wonderful
staff at The Settlement and
all of our guests who attended
for making it such a great
evening. Dr Anthony Harris
was engaging and gave us
much to reflect on. Laura Buzo
was a skillful compere. Sandra
Beeston and Jemima Hall
covered things for the paper
(see story on page 6). I’d also
like to thank those people who
worked diligently behind the
scenes to make the evening
run so smoothly. Heather
Robinson was a consummate
maître d’. Ross Smith did the
set up and pull down along
with Geoff Turnbull who also
brought matches to light the
table candles! Thanks to Lyn
Turnbull for the booking of The
Settlement and preparation
for the evening plus set up and
pull down. Thanks to Andrew
Collis for all of his work in
preparation of the evening, set
up and pull down. Thanks
also to Curtis Penning and
Jemima Hall for providing our
beautiful chocolates for the
end of the evening. Dorothy
McRae McMahon was our
collective voice for the evening
and thanked our talent for the
evening’s entertainment – Salta
and I Cantarini were brilliant.”
...............................................
To contact Ross Smith re
distribution please email:
distro@ssh.com.au

Woolloomooloo to Redfern
Redfern to Broadway

Like Us.
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Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds,
sexual orientations and identities.
of creation.

Cnr St Johns Rd
& Colbourne Ave Glebe
Worship Sun 7pm
‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate
candlelit concerts Thu 8pm
Allison Forrest 9518 9413

Leichhardt University Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt
(near Norton St)
Worship 10am & 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117
www.leichhardtuniting.org.au

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements
9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm
1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point
Worship 10am
Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Jamie Parker MP
State Member for Balmain

Ron Hoenig MP
State Member for Heffron

Alex Greenwich
State Member for Sydney

Carmel Tebbutt MP
State Member for Marrickville

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction
NSW 2022

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville
NSW 2204

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9369 5221
F: 02 9369 5225

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9558 9000
F: 02 9558 3653

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

SPORT
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The Ravens meet each Sunday at 3pm at
Redfern Oval (Cnr Phillip & Chalmers Sts in Redfern).
New members (and beginners) welcome!
Phone Adrian on 9690 1427.

NCIE launch with kids and banner Photo: Supplied

NCIE nets the Sydney Kings
Ada Lee

“Grow i ng up i n t he V i rg i n
Islands, I was told that I could
never be a basketball player,” said
Leon Trimmingham, Sydney Kings
basketball legend. It is this kind
of negative message that a new
partnership between Sydney Kings
and the National Centre of Indigenous
Excellence (NCIE) seeks to challenge
by opening doorways for young
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
to pursue their dreams.
Despite what “Neon Leon” was told,
the boy from the small island followed
his dream and became a professional
basketball player for 14 years, having
just recently been named in the Kings’
25th anniversary team. “Dreams do
exist,” Leon said. “I’m a living example
that dreams exist.”
Under the partnership, made official
on October 15, Sydney Kings players
train regularly at NCIE’s extensive
sporting facilities. Players also help run
local school clinics, holiday programs

and afterschool programs where they
assist children with reading and
homework before going out on court
to teach them basketball.
The benefits of sport are both
physical and emotional. “When
someone’s playing sport, they can’t
be out getting in trouble,” said NCIE
General Manager, Rohan Tobler. “[Sport
is good for] health, fitness, lifestyle,
getting outdoors, exercising … but it
also teaches structure, responsibility,
com m it ment a nd somet i mes,
competitive edge.”
More than that, the partnership is
about sharing Aboriginal culture with
the Sydney Kings to enable them to best
cater to any future Aboriginal basketball
stars.
Sydney K ings Adm in ist rat ion
Manager, Lorraine Landon, welcomed
the prospect of having an Aboriginal
person playing in their top-10 team. In
laying out the career pathway, she said,
“It’s important that we understand the
culture. It’s not one-size-fits-all. So it
is about making sure we understand
what’s important to them, how they’re

thinking, and allow them to grow at
their pace rather than pushing them
into something when they’re not ready,”
she said.
Roha n Tobler recog n ised t he
difficulties faced by young Aboriginal
athletes when having to leave family
structures to pursue professional
s p or t i n g c a re e r s. “Pa r t of t he
partnership is about being able to
educate the Kings on [Aboriginal
culture],” he said. “Together, as
partners, we can only strengthen, not
just for Indigenous Australians but for
all Australians.”
Leon, Rohan and Lorraine all agreed
there is a real opportunity for an NCIE
kid to become a professional player. But,
with the understanding that professional
sport is not everyone’s destiny, the
dream goes beyond basketball with
the broader aim of encouraging kids to
make the most of their talents.
“We try to give them a well-rounded
experience that shows them that sport
is not always the answer,” Rohan
said. “Indigenous Australians tend
to push towards sports because that’s

RAVENS
RUNNING
GROUP

where most of our role models lie. But
the possibility for kids to become a
carpenter or a doctor is a lot higher than
becoming a professional sportsman if
they’re committed. It’s about getting
them exposure to different things,
showing them what’s out there, how
to get fulfilment in life and how to

make a living.”

S

Sydney Kings and NCIE ran a 3on3
basketball tournament for 12-17 year
olds on November 2. The finals will be
played at the Sydney Kings home game
against the Cairns Taipans on November
8 at the Sydney Entertainment Centre.

From playground to sports field
SSH

The Harbour City Raskulls is the
entry-level team of the Harbour City
Baseball League (HCBL). The Raskulls,
says coach Gary Fishburn, will provide
a friendly, encouraging environment
for children 7 years and under, with
the focus on fun, friendship and
fitness, not competition.
The SSH talked to coach Gar y
Fishburn about the Raskulls and the
HCBL.

play at Alexandria and Daceyville (La
Perouse) with away games in Hornsby
or Cronulla. We want to make this
inclusive global game available to
everyone in the Sydney area.

Who will the club cater for?

Baseball started in Sydney with a
winter league over 100 years ago for
cricketers to play in the off season
with many Australian cricket legends
playing the game. Waverley was one
of the foundation clubs but now the
only clubs near the eastern suburbs

How will the club run – weekly
competition, social games, training
days, etc.?

Initially we will start with the
Raskulls, an under 7s non-competitive
league with four teams, one night
[Friday] per week during Daylight

Savings Time. The theme is “transition
from playground to sports field”. The
teams will have drills that have been
modified to be fun games as well as
some of the old traditional kindergarten
favourites like team jump rope and
the Hokey Pokey. The evening will be
split in two with a meal break after
the drills session, then a round robin
tournament where there are no “outs”
and players receive points for small
achievements. Each Raskull team will
have an adult coach and a junior coach/
mentor who will be on the field with
them directing traffic. As the players
achieve skill competency they will
be awarded badges to instill a sense
of achievement and self esteem. We
encourage families to bring a picnic and
make a social event of it. If numbers are
sufficient in this first year we will start
a Saturday league for under 9s and grow
the league from there.

How do you cater the game to younger
players?

The Raskulls will be starting the drill
games with Velcro hand pads so the
players can build up skill at just getting
their non-dominant hand in the right
place rather than needing to close a
glove. That comes later. Drill bats are
larger modified foam versions swinging
at larger balls so the kids can concentrate
on just swinging the bat fast and hard
rather than using a smaller, heavier bat
with a smaller game ball where eyehand co-ordination can be testing for
the younger player.
Later we will approach schools to field
teams and/or engage players for older
competitions with a HCBL structure
that will not require individual teams to
form a club just to play. In a year or so
we will start representative teams to field
teams in the state league. The best local
under 13s rep teams in the state now play

Redfern Convenience Store
Cnr George & Redfern Streets, Redfern

Proud supporter of the South Sydney Rabbitohs
Introducing a 24-hr ATM service mid-November

off in the nationals where the winning
team gets to represent Australia in the
World Series Little League in the USA.
This is the inaugural year of Australia’s
inclusion with Perth Central flying off
in few weeks. I want to see NSW send a
team in the next few years.
Baseball NSW has given us the green
light to run a statewide Indigenous knockout competition which we will explore
after bedding down the local league. S
Registration days will be held on McKay Oval
No. 2 next to the Sydney Boys High Oval in
Centennial Park. Children under 7 can come
down to Centennial Park from 6pm Friday
November 1 or 6pm Friday November 8, and
try out with the Raskulls. If they fall in love
with the sport, as many will, they can join a
non-competitive league team that trains and
plays on Friday nights though the summer
at the same ground every week. Enquiries:
0447 462 086; harbourcitybaseball@gmail.com

Open 7 days
7am–12 midnight

