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ALEXANDRIA: All day Saturday it 
rained and rained, but on Sunday 
February 24 the sun shone through 
the clouds, much to the delight of 
the estimated 1,000 people gathered 
at Alexandria Park for the very first 
Alexandria Fair. 

Organiser Vanessa Knight, of the 
Alexandria Residents Action Group 
(ARAG), was relieved. “This has all 
gone better than we had even hoped,” 
she said. “As the first Fair in Alexandria 
organised by residents, we were 
worried that six months of hard work 
was going to be washed away, instead 
we had sunshine and lots of people 
came along.” 

Fellow organisers and volunteers, 
Marika, Jim, Yvette, Leanne, Alan, 
Rebekah, Cath, Richard, Yvonne, Gary 
and Ben, expressed their gratitude 
to all whose dedication, donations 
and community spirit helped create 

such a positive event.
The Fair was opened by Alexandria 

resident Charles (Chikka) Madden with 
a Welcome to Country, and Lord Mayor 
Clover Moore took the opportunity to 
acknowledge that it was wonderful to 
see so many people enjoying the Fair 
and all that was on offer. 

Winston Wang, who played violin 
with the Alexandria Park School Band, 
was one of many young people who 
enjoyed the festivities, including Kids’ 
Writing Games, Face Painting, the “Big 
Bunny” Jumping Castle, and Bicycle 
Jousting (led by the City’s Try2Wheels 
volunteers). “I really loved the Bicycle 
Jousting,” Winston said.

Try2Wheels also offered a free 
bicycle maintenance service. “This is 
my daughter’s bike,” said Reiko Bell, 
who had waited patiently in line at 
the Try2Wheels stall. “I need to have 
the seat lowered for her, as well as a 
few other adjustments.” The work was 
completed efficiently and with a smile.

Not surprisingly, the Doggy Parade 

and Competition drew a large and 
enthusiastic crowd, with more than 
one spectator commenting on the 
wonderfully entertaining work of the 
MC, actor Brendan Cowell.

Ms Knight thanked the City of 
Sydney for the seed funding, and 
the wonderful City of Sydney staff 
for their support, as well as South 
Sydney Community Aid and various 
local businesses for their practical 
help, financial and in-kind donations. 

Councillors Linda Scott and Irene 
Doutney, who judged the Children’s 
Photo Competition, clearly enjoyed 
themselves, meeting residents at 
various stalls including the Police 
and Fire Brigade Display, Community 
Garden, Trash and Treasure Blanket 
Sale, Pet Barn and Recycled Furniture.

The Factory Community Centre 
in Waterloo was a proud supporter, 
providing the marquees, tables 
and chairs for the day. Laura Kelly, 
Community Development Worker at 
The Factory, said: “This is a fantastic 

turnout – a residents-run event for 
residents. It’s taken a lot of effort, and 
I’m just so happy that all the effort’s 
paid off.”

ARAG partnered with the P&C of the 
Alexandria Park Community School to 
run a very successful barbecue and 
cold drink stand. “I can’t believe that 
we still had queues for the sausages 
and vegetable patties right up to the 
end and the humid weather meant that 
we sold lots of cold drinks on the day. 
A great team effort,” said Yvette Edgell.

The Don Mori Sax Trio and St John 
Ambulance volunteers Michael and 
Helen were the last to pack up and 
leave. 

It is hoped that the Alexandria Fair 
will be staged again in 2014. S

Visit www.arag.org.au
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Advance Alexandria Fair!
Nell Brennan with dog Suzi at the Alexandria Fair     Photo: Ben Aveling 
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Stronger Futures 
‘fundamentally 
racist’
AdA lee

On MArch 21, Stop the Intervention 
collective Sydney (STIcS) plans to 
rally outside Tanya Plibersek’s office 
in protest against labor’s Stronger 
Futures legislation and the expansion 
of income management. 

On February 13, the House of 
Representatives passed the Act of 
Recognition, a symbolic move to 
acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders as Australia’s first 
peoples. Sydney Labor MP, Tanya 
Plibersek, expressed her support: 

“Aboriginal rights should be an election 
issue for both Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal Australians. Constitutional 
recognition of Australia’s first peoples 
is an essential next step in our journey 
towards reconciliation.”

On the ground, however, the 
detrimental effects of the controversial 
Northern Territory Intervention and 
now Stronger Futures legislation are 
felt by thousands of Aboriginal people.

In June 2012, the Gillard government 
passed the Stronger Futures legislation 
with a 10-year funding commitment of 
$3.4 billion, which Ms Plibersek said, 

“will help close the gap”. 
Accord ing to Ms Pl ibe r sek, 

Stronger Futures “repeals in full” 
John Howard’s NT Emergency 
Response Act 2007. “Unlike the 
Howard government’s approach, the 
Stronger Futures legislation does not 
suspend the operation of the Racial 
Discrimination Act.”

Howeve r,  P re s iden t  o f  t he 
Amoonguna community near Alice 
Springs, Marie Ellis, has called Stronger 
Futures merely a “fancy new name”. 

“All the racist policies are still in place,” 
she said in a STICS press release.

Under Howard’s Intervention, 
government statistics show increased 
Aboriginal incarceration, increased 
suicide attempts and self harm, 
decreased school attendance and a 
loss of jobs. 
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The SSH needs you!
Seeking a volunteer to assist SSH online 
editor. Work involves data entry, sub‑editing, 
moderation of online content, etc. This is 
opportunity for someone with basic Wordpress 
experience who wants to develop and expand 
skills. A great opportunity to be involved in 
community and multimedia work!  
Please email: online@ssh.com.au
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JOSEPH MEDCALF FUNERALS
Providing personal care for the local community

•  Family owned & operated 

•  100% Australian & fully independent

•  We cover all Sydney suburbs 

•  Pre-paid & pre-arrange funeral plans

•   Joseph Medcalf has been serving Sydney since 1880 

•    We offer personal attention 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

JOSEPH MEDCALF FUNERALS
Serving Sydney since 1880

Call 02 9698 2644 available 24 hours

Office & Chapel 172 Redfern Street, Redfern

Off-street parking available

www.josephmedcalf.com.au

M s  E l l i s  h a s 
passionately testified to the damaging 
effects of the Intervention on her 
community. “Minister Jenny Macklin 
has us stuck in the welfare days, treats 
us like children being breast-fed by the 
government,” she said.

Under Stronger Futures, there are 
total alcohol and pornography bans 
on Aboriginal land. The phasing out of 
Community Development Employment 
Projects continues, blamed for the 
loss of thousands of jobs. Kids who 
miss school more than five times over 
two terms can cause their family’s 
welfare payments to be suspended 
under the expanded School Enrolment 
and Attendance Measure.

Founding member and organiser of 
STICS, Paddy Gibson, accused Stronger 
Futures of holding Aboriginal people 
in “apartheid conditions”. Mr Gibson 
says the mindset behind this legislation 
is “fundamentally racist”. “They’re 
essentially saying that Aboriginal 
people can’t take care of themselves,” 
he said.

In particular, the STICS rally will 
denounce the expansion of income 
management to five trial sites outside 
the NT including Bankstown, NSW. 

Introduced under the Intervention, 
t he government says i ncome 
management is designed to help people 

manage their money to meet essential 
household needs and expenses. Welfare 
payments, stored on a BasicsCard, 
disallow purchase of certain goods 
such as alcohol, tobacco, pornography 
and gambling products. It can be 
compulsorily implemented on people 
deemed vulnerable by a social worker 
or child protection authorities.

Mr Gibson called on all people 
to join the protest against Stronger 
Futures outside Ms Pl ibersek’s 
Chippendale office on March 21. STICS 
condemns “punitive” methods and 
advocates for the self-determination 
and empowerment of community-
run organisations through larger 
funding. “If things are going to change 
on the ground in those [Aboriginal] 
communities, it’s going to be the people 
themselves that actually lead those 
initiatives,” he said.

Ms Plibersek said, “The government 
is considerably increasing the number of 
local Aboriginal people we employ as 
Indigenous Engagement Officers.” S

Rally Against Racism 

12.30pm, Thursday March 21  

Outside MP Tanya Plibersek’s office, 

150 Broadway, Chippendale 

Guest speakers: Sue Gillett, Bankstown 

Aboriginal activist, and Ray Jackson from 

Indigenous Social Justice Association.

Stronger Futures ‘fundamentally racist’
Continued from page 1

libby HogAn

A Few weeks out from Mardi Gras, 
a pop-up museum in Oxford Street 
has been attracting visitors, and the 
celebrations have begun. The Sydney 
Mardi Gras Museum showcases the 
history of the gay, lesbian, sex and 
gender diverse Mardi Gras Parade 
and Party, from the 1978 protest to 
the present.

Broadcaster and gay act ivist, 
Julie McCrossin, was invited by the 
museum to speak about the activism 
and demonstrations in the 1970s. “The 
pop-up museum captures 35 years of 
activism to make homosexuality no 
longer unlawful or a mental illness 
and to be fully accepted into the police, 
defence force, churches, synagogues and 
mosques … It’s about profound social 
change,” Ms McCrossin said.

The museum includes original 
newspaper clippings, photographs, 
videos and costumes highlighting 
the changing face of Mardi Gras over 
the years.

One photographer whose works are 
exhibited, William Yang, says that 
the museum is a chance for the gay 
community to come and share the 
history of their community.

He also believes that the exhibition 
needs to become permanent. “We would 
love the exhibition to be a permanent 
collection and I think we are lobbying 
the City of Sydney to get a building 
where we could house it. It’s very 
important that this exhibition stays 
together,” Mr Yang said.

Elaine Syron has taken thousands of 
photos over the years but has no place 
to share them with the public. For her 
the photographs enable an emotional 
connection. Photographing the Mardi 
Gras, she was able to understand the 
world of her gay children and their 
community.

“I was able to be a peeping tom, 
in a way, on a community that my 
children were part of, so I was able to 
join them, in a way, rather than being 
on the outside … It was enlightening. It 
opened a door for me to understand the 
suffering and the pain and the bashing 
and all the trials you had to go through 
when people find out you’re gay or 
lesbian.”

Ms Syron was overwhelmed at the 
prospect of a permanent museum in the 
near future where some of her collection 
might be housed. S

See documentary video on  

www.southsydneyherald.com.au

Showcasing Mardi Gras
Mardi Gras, 1998    Photo: Elaine Pelot-Syron

Nine hearts atop the contentious Bower sculpture in Redfern. Protesters 
mourned the ninth anniversary of the death of TJ Hickey, calling for 
the removal of the “provocative and insensitive” sculpture, and a 
renewed investigation into events that led to the teen’s death following 
a police pursuit on February 14, 2004. A group of about 300 people 
marched from Waterloo to Parliament House via the Redfern Police 
Station. A petition was presented to the Attorney-General Greg Smith.  
www.isja.org.au
Photo: Andrew Collis
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As part of the University’s redevelopment of the Abercrombie 
Precinct, we are investing $2 million in improvements for 
pedestrian and bicycle access.  

The aim is to not only provide better access to the Abercrombie 
Precinct, but to also improve access through the broader 
Darlington area and significantly improve the amenity for 
our neighbours.

The University is working hard to provide better options for cyclists and pedestrians and 
our access strategy is just the first step in a wider campus improvement program that will 
create safe pathways for students, staff and our neighbours.

In addition to these improvements we have also allocated aropund 250 spaces for bicycle 
storage together with new shower and change facilities in our new Abercrombie Precinct 
development.

To help guide development of our pedestrian and cycle improvements over the next few 
months the University will be undertaking a dedicated consultation program. We will be 
inviting local residents, businesses, pedestrians and cyclists for their input and suggestions. 
We are also working closely with the City of Sydney to ensure we deliver maximum benefit 
through our investment and to ensure that our networks link with the City’s cycleway and 
pedestrian networks.

We will provide regular updates as this exciting project progresses. Please call our 
community information line on 1800 252 040 from Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, 
if you have any questions.

For more information, please visit sydney.edu.au/abercrombie_precinct/ or email: 
abercrombie.precinct@sydney.edu.au

Michael Spence 
Vice-Chancellor and Principal

Community ContaCt details 
security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week 
enquiries: 9114 0523  email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

brittAny JoHnson

NEWTOWN: AT just 15, coby Smith-
carr, a Year 10 student at newtown 
high School of the Performing Arts, 
is already a champion swimmer and 
water polo player, a talented actor 
and dancer – there is no doubt she 
is going to go far.

Last year was a big 12 months for 
Coby with the Wiradjuri teenager 
successfully auditioning for the 
NSW Aboriginal Dance Company 
(in partnership with the prestigious 
Bangarra Dance Company). Coby 
recalls: “Being one of only 23 dancers 
in the state to be accepted is probably 

my proudest achievement so far.” The 
honour afforded her the opportunity to 
perform with the company in Sydney, 
Melbourne, and as a feature act in the 
2012 Schools Spectacular – a national 
event.

In 2012, Coby also competed and 
placed at club and regional levels in 
physical culture, coming first in the 
intermediate section of South Sydney 
Physical Culture and third at the 
Morega Regional Champion Girl titles. 
It is clear that Coby is very passionate 
about her dancing. “I love dancing. I’ve 
been doing it since I was little and most 
days of the week I dance at school. If I 
could one day dance for Bangarra then 
that would be amazing.”

Last year the young teen added 
water polo to her long list of sporting 
credentials by representing Sydney 
University at the Under 16s National 
Championships in Brisbane. “I 
originally just played at school, then 
I decided to participate competitively 
and within the year I was part of the 
national team,” she said.

 Coby also had her first acting role 
last year. She played the lead in an 
episode of the National Geographic’s 
Australia’s Deadliest, the true-life story 
of Ella Murphy who was attacked by 
a sea lion whilst surfing in 2007. She 
remembers: “I had to fall off a speed 
boat and wear fake blood.” The teenager 
enjoyed the filming process, however 

it was challenging at times. “It was 
difficult to pretend to drown when 
you’re a swimmer!”

As for the busy training schedules 
and travelling, proud mother Toni says: 
“It’s not too difficult because she’s 
committed, she puts so much hard 
work into everything she does and it 
has paid off – look at all the trophies!”

Coby has recently returned to 
swimming, a sport in which she has 
already attained success at state level. 
“She stopped swimming when she 
started high school because it was 
just too busy for her to keep up with 
everything,” mum Toni says. “She’s 
gone back this year and is now focusing 
on making it to nationals.” 

Also on the cards for 2013, Coby 
is hoping to successfully audition for 
the National Aboriginal Islander Skills 
Development Association (NAISDA). 

Whatever this year has in store for 
Coby, there is no doubt it will lead her 
one step closer to achieving her dreams. 
As Coby’s father Boyda says: “She’s lucky 
that she’s good at a lot of sports, she has 
many choices for her career!” S

APPEtitE CAfE  
82 REgEnt St, REdfERn 
tEl 9699 4069
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Youth of todAY, A REgulAR ARtiClE 
on loCAl Youth And RElAtEd 
iSSuES, iS kindlY SPonSoREd BY 
APPEtitE CAfE

THe youTH of Today

Teen champion
Coby Smith-Carr with some of her awards   Photo: Brittany Johnson

Save the date!

ssH FUNDRAIseR
Inaugural Clarke Island Picnic
Join us aboard the Tribal Warrior’s Mari Nawi for 
an Aboriginal cultural harbour cruise & picnic lunch 
on Clarke Island! Saturday May 18, from 11am. 
Delicious & nutritious food, music & more! 

Details next month.
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elAine Crombie

FebruArY 14 means different things 
to different people. For some it’s a day 
to proclaim love, for others it’s a day to 
nurse the wounds of a broken heart. 
For some it means something totally 
different: it’s about remembering and 
acknowledging what has been done 

and the loss that has been suffered and 
is still suffered. This year, February 
14 marked a day that you could join 
a worldwide movement to “rise, 
strike and dance” in support of those 
who have suffered violence, rape or 
abuse. It was a day to stand up and 
be counted, to stand up for something 
that could have possibly happened 

to a friend or relative or it could’ve 
happened to you. February 14 was 
your day, my day, our day – V-Day!

V-Day is a global activist movement 
to end violence against women and girls 
that raises funds and awareness through 
benefit productions of playwright/
founder Eve Ensler’s award-winning 

play The Vagina Monologues and other 
artistic works. The V stands for Victory, 
Valentine and Vagina. In 2012, over 
5,800 V-Day benefit events, produced 
by volunteer activists, took place around 
the world, educating millions about 
the reality of violence against women 
and girls.. 

To date, the V-Day movement has 

raised over $90 million and educated 
millions about the issue of violence 
against women and the efforts to end 
it, crafted educational media resources 
and public service announcement 
campaigns, reopened shelters, and 
funded over 14,000 community-based 
anti-violence programs and safe houses 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Haiti, Kenya, South Dakota, Egypt 
and Iraq. 

Over 300 million people have seen a 
V-Day benefit event in their community. 
V-Day’s newest campaign is One 
Billion Rising. 

In 2011, Ashlee Donohue and 
Dixie Link-Gordon from Mudgin-Gal 
Aboriginal Corporation Women’s 
Centre had the pleasure of meeting 
Eve Ensler. Through a conversation 
with Eve, Mudgin-Gal quickly organised 
to become a part of this movement. 
Mudgin-Gal wanted to highlight and 
bring to the fore in a respectful, healing 
way the issues that we face within our 
community here in the inner city, as 
well as throughout the communities 
we come from. Our staff members 
here at Mudgin-Gal are from a diverse 
background of Clans/Language Groups/
Communities.

The day was an absolute success, 
starting out with a smoking ceremony 
to welcome everyone and ourselves to 
the space where we would be dancing. 
Then the first strike took place and it 
was both unifying and moving, for 
someone like myself who is new to this 
area of work. It was nearly two days 
before I was able to process it properly 
and allow my emotions and my heart 
to catch up with what we’d been a part 
of. For those who participated, it was 
an amazing experience.

V-Day brings opportunity to educate 
and heal, and that was our intention in 
conducting our V-Day event in the space 
of the National Centre of Indigenous 
Excellence (NCIE).

Mudgin-Gal is committed to being 
a part of this movement, serving and 
engaging our community. S

If you would like to contact Mudgin-Gal 

or come in and have a yarn please 

don’t hesitate to call 9698 1173.

V-Day Mudgin-Gal workers    Photo: gai Smith

NSW fails 
easy access
geoff turnbull

TrAnSPOrT FOr nSw issued its 
Disability Action Plan 2012–2017 
in December 2012. The Action 
Plan confirms that Transport nSw 
has not met the Federal Disability 
Discrimination Act 1992 target 
of having 55 per cent of stations 
accessible by 2012. under the Act, 90 
per cent of stations are to be accessible 
by 2017 and 100 per cent by 2022. 

Currently 131 stations (42.7 per cent) 
on the Sydney network are Easy Access 
wheelchair accessible stations, compared 
with 98 stations (32 per cent) in 2007. Of 
these stations, 68 (22 per cent) are fully 
accessible.

The Action Plan proposes another 29 
stations will be made accessible by 2015 
bringing wheelchair accessibility to 52.1 
per cent. The report does not mention if, 
or how, a further 38 per cent of stations 
will be upgraded in the following two 
years to meet the 2017 target.

Early documents released under a GIPA 
request to Lift Redfern show no plans 
to upgrade Redfern Station in the near 
future. The documents do make public 
the selection criteria and prioritisation 
process for the three programs that could 
apply to Redfern – the Easy Access, 
Station Upgrade and Interchange Upgrade 
programs. Redfern seems to tick most of 
the boxes and should be a priority. S

You can see the criteria at www.

redwatch.org.au/RWA/statesignificant/

station/govtpolicy/tapcandp 

upgrade, so marginal seat projects do 
not keep pushing the Redfern upgrade 
further down the list.

Redfern Station is the second busiest 
interchange station in Sydney, with 
42,000 people passing through every 
day. It is hence not just an issue for 
those who live here, it is an issue for 
those who travel from across the city 
to Redfern, or who could make quicker 
connections if they could easily change 
lines at Redfern.

Lift Redfern is encouraging those 
who use Redfern Station, but live 
in marginal and government held 
seats, to write to their local Liberal 
or National Party member about the 
need for access. S

You can sign the petition and put in your own 

reasons for supporting lifts at Redfern at 

www.change.org/en-AU/petitions/lift-redfern-

make-redfern-station-accessible-now

Seeing red 
on rail?
geoff turnbull

The motorist group NRMA Motoring 
& Services has launched an online 
survey to find out about the problems 
people experience on the rail network. 
According to their site, “nearly half 
of NRMA’s 2.5 million members 
use public transport regularly and 
many catch a train to and from work 
every day.  S

You will find the survey at  

www.mynrma.com.au/seeingredonrail.htm

Lift Redfern 
online petition
geoff turnbull

lIFT reDFern has launched the 
next stage of the campaign for lifts at 
redfern Station. A key part of the new 
campaign is an online petition that 
can be signed at change.org. A feature 
of this petition is that signatories can 
make their own comments about why 
lifts are needed. The petition will 
be presented to both the Transport 
Minister and the President of the 
nSw upper house.

This is not the same petition as the 
handwritten one signed by over 11,000 
people last year that was designed to 
generate a debate in State Parliament. 
Despite the call during the debate 
for a timetable for the redevelopment 
of Redfern Station to be provided to 
the community, no timetable was 
issued. The online petition calls on 
the Minister to:

1. Announce a commitment for 
the Redfern station upgrade with a 
clear and definitive timeframe for its 
completion;

2.  As an i nte r im measu re, 
immediately provide lift access under 
the NSW Transport Access Program to 
the physically separate underground 
platforms 11 and 12 as lifts on these 
platforms are not dependent on a 
station upgrade.

The long-term solution for lifts on all 
platforms requires the station upgrade. 
Lift Redfern is seeking a definite 
commitment and timeframe for the 

Hoenig 
raises lifts
geoff turnbull

heFFrOn MP, ron hoenig, recently 
inspected redfern Station and 
wrote to the Minister for Transport 
requesting her to reconsider the 
government’s position so that 
funding for a lift on the underground 
platforms can be given immediate 
priority.

Mr Hoenig said: “In an ideal world 
a railway station the size of Redfern 
should be completely redeveloped with 
disabled access. Opened in 1855, a visit 
to the station looks like not a lot has 
changed other than some add-ons.” 

“What the community has proposed 
is the construction of a lift that could 
be installed between platforms 11 and 
12. Those passengers in need of “easy 
access” could travel to Central Station, 
where disabled access is available 
and transfer to another train. In the 
circumstances a modest, reasonable and 
responsible request,” Mr Hoenig said. 

The NSW Long Term Transport 
Master Plan, released in December, 
made no changes to the September 
draft regarding Redfern. It recognises 
an upgrade at Redfern and other city 
circle interchanges is needed but 
sees this as a medium-term priority. 
Which means it happens before 
the second rail harbour crossing. 
Under this timeframe residents might 
be much older before they see a 
full upgrade of the above ground 
platforms with lifts. S

Waterloo 
HNSW sales
geoff turnbull

A “FOr Sale” sign in raglan Street 
waterloo sits outside a poor condition 
terrace house. Prospective buyers 
and public tenants report this is not 
the first public housing property 
put to market in the area and more 
are said to follow soon. This is not 
unique to the inner city. Spot sales 
of public housing are happening 
across the state.

In the inner city, government 
gets good prices for its properties, 
but replacing them with similar 
size properties in the same area is 
very expensive. This leads to public 
housing being slowly downsized and 
pushed out of the inner city or stock 
never being replaced.

The BEP2 proposa ls for the 
renewal of Redfern and Waterloo 
public housing estates excluded 700 
public housing units in the Waterloo 
conservation area, many of which 
are heritage properties needing 
maintenance. REDWatch argued that 
the plan needed to address all the 
public housing stock in the area to 
guarantee its future.

Unless government replaces the units 
they sell off in the same area, these 
spot sales will add to the 700 public 
housing tenancies BEP2 already plans 
to remove from the area. Ironically, 
what is being lost is public housing in 
a mixed area, which is exactly what 
BEP2 claims is needed.  S

Our day – V‑Day!
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In MArch 2006 the SSH featured 
a story on the fifth annual back to 
erskineville reunion. The event, 
organised by friends Pam carter nee 
butt, Dawn Dempsey nee hammond 
and betty Kane nee hammond, is 
intended as something more than a 
mere “walk down memory lane”. It’s 
about honouring the past, honouring 
connections to significant places 
and between people. This year, on 
Sunday February 10, Pam, Dawn 
and betty were again at erskineville 
Oval, and later for refreshments at 
the Alexandria-erskineville bowling 
club, for the twelfth annual gathering 
of friends. “It’s about bringing people 
together,” betty said.

Pam and her sister and brother were 
born at home in 1 Ada Lane, and later 
lived in Clara Street. The Hammond 
family were neighbours at both 
addresses. “I remember lots of kids in 
one house, and we’d try our hand at 
cooking, hair-cuts, family card games,” 
Pam said. “My brother used to retrieve 
balls off the factory roof. We collected 
bottles, newspapers and old rags for 

pocket money.”
Gail, Pat and Maureen sat together 

beneath the shade of a large umbrella. At 
their table they enjoyed looking through 
several large albums of photographs. 
The earliest photographs were dated 
1919. They remembered growing up 
in an inner-city suburb renowned for 
brickmaking, market gardening and 
tanning industries, trams and working-
class values. They remembered milk 
and bread deliveries, homemade ginger 
beer, clothesline poles, blocks of ice 
for refrigeration. Stories were shared 
about ball games in the street, skipping, 
marbles, hop-scotch, making billy carts. 
The small piece of grass in Ethel Street 
had a swing-set, they recalled, and was 
a site for fireworks and bonfires (and 
cooking potatoes in the embers).

They remembered happy days at Erko 
Oval watching Aussie Rules Football. 
“In 1982, the Newtown Club celebrated 
100 years,” Gail recalled. “Some people 
might not know that this was AFL 
country – it still is!” Local pubs too 
were scenes of fond memories – the 
Rose, the Imperial, the Australia, the 
Kurrajong.

Len, Max and Paul, good friends and 
reunion regulars, enjoyed this year’s get-

together that attracted about 350 people, 
some from as far away as Queensland. 
Reflecting on the gentrification of the 
area, they agreed that what was most 
important was for new arrivals to 
appreciate the history of the suburb.

“When they renovate the Victorian 
terraces, it’s important they know 
something about the workers who lived 
there, the people who built them,” Paul 
said. “It’s not just the houses, it’s the 
character of the place.”

Pam has established a database of 
historical information about the terraces 
and their residents, past and present. 
In this way she hopes to build bridges 
of understanding between all people 
who call Erko home. “Two people came 
to this year’s reunion looking for their 
[birth] mothers,” Pam said. “With the 
help of the database, one woman was 
able to make a contact and is now 
continuing the search for her mother.” 

“Another woman, a bluegrass 
musician, who used to be a nurse at 
Prince Alfred Hospital, is trying to trace 
her family tree. Her grandfather was 
originally from England. She made a 
connection at the reunion with someone 
who knows her family. How wonderful 
is that?!” S

CAroline PidCoCk

REDFERN: lAST year I reported on a 
packed and sometimes acrimonious 
public meeting about plans for 
redevelopment of the rachel Forster 
site in Pitt Street, redfern.

 
The meeting was managed by the 

Scott Weston Architecture Design group, 
even though the responsible authority 
was, and is, the State Department 
of Planning and Infrastructure. The 
meeting raised issues concerning 
the poor architectural quality of the 
proposal, the removal of significant 
trees, and the impact on nearby 
residents of Albert Street. 

Unlike proposals that are the 
responsibility of Sydney City Council, 
the community has found itself dealing 
with a much-removed state bureaucracy, 
as the proposal is one of the last of 
the infamous Part 3A applications. 
Nevertheless, it is expected that the 

Council will make its own submission 
to the Department before the cut-off 
date of Friday March 22. The proposal 
is exhibited online, at the Council, and 
locally at the Redfern Neighbourhood 
Service Centre (158 Redfern Street).

 The developer, Kaymet Corporation, 
has based its proposal on a Part 3A 
concept plan approved in October 2007 
and the ideas of well-respected Sydney 
architects Lipman Associates, who 
argue they have improved on the 2007 
Concept Plan. In architectural terms 
this is arguably true, but site planning 
and urban design matters remain the 
elephants in the room. 

This proposal increases the number 
of residential units from 150 to 159, 

inevitably putting additional pressure 
on internal spaces and the Pitt Street 
entry. Good architecture and inventive 
landscaping may not be enough to 
combat the increased density. On 
the plus side the lowering of the 
basement parking levels substantially 
improves the amenity of the ground 
floor apartments and their relation 
to surrounding streets. This also 
eliminates the previous sub-terrain 
apartments and allows for more deep-
soil plantings.

 It is to be hoped that the submission 
from the Council will draw attention to 
the increase in density, a point that will no 
doubt be the subject of many comments 
from surrounding residents. S

Building bridges in Erko 

Higher density 
development 
for Rachel 
Forster site

Recognising Australia’s
First Peoples
In this year’s Australian of the Year awards, I was 

thrilled to see Tribal Warrior CEO Shane Phillips 

named Australia’s Local Hero for 2013.

Many of us have seen firsthand the impact that 

Shane has had over the years, organising Family 

Days at The Block or just having a yarn with 

young people around Redfern.

Superintendent Luke Freudenstein was also 

recognised for his distinguished service with 

the Australian Police Medal.

In Redfern, stories like Shane and Luke’s are 

a model for respecting and empowering 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

through local community action.

February 13th marked the fifth anniversary of 

the Apology to the Stolen Generations.

On that day, Parliament passed an historic 

Act which recognises the unique and special 

place of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples – an important step on the path toward 

constitutional recognition.

The recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people in the Constitution is the next 

step in building a reconciled Australia based on 

respect and understanding.

The National Apology at last acknowledged 

the grave wrong our government committed 

against Australia’s first peoples.

True reconciliation now demands from us 

a Constitution which properly honours the 

custodians of the world’s oldest continuing 

living cultures.

Get involved at recognise.org.au

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP
 Labor Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Chippendale NSW 2008
9379 0700 | Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Skills for All Australians
Major refor m of  the VET (vocat ional 
educat ion and tra ining) system is  wel l 
overdue.

The jobs of  the future will be high skilled. 
Australians need to have access to training now 
to get the qualifications they need to fill the jobs 
of  tomorrow.

We will need more skilled health and 
community workers, engineers, IT specialists 
and construction workers. 

Skills Australia estimates that in the five years 
to 2015, Australia will need an additional 2.1 
million people in the workforce with VET 
qualifications.

In response to these challenges, the Gillard 
Government has committed $1.75 billion over 
five years for a new skills reform National 
Partnership Agreement with the states.

We are working to deliver access to a government 
subsidised training place, at least to a Certificate 
III level, to all Australians in order to improve 
their skills and help them get a job with a 
brighter future.

The entitlement will mean there are more 
providers out there offering training with 
government subsidies. On the ground, this 
means there will be more training options in 
more places.

We want to give VET students the same 
opportunity that university students have had 
for years – the chance to defer their upfront 
payments through student loans.

These critical VET reforms will be put to the 
states and territories at the  April meeting of  the 
Council of  Australian Governments (COAG). 

They will help break down the barriers to 
training so all Australians can access the 
qualifications they need to create a brighter 
future for themselves – a better job, a better pay 
packet, and better job security.

Tanya Plibersek
Federal Member for Sydney

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP
 Labor Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Chippendale NSW 2008
9379 0700 | Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au
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Federal Member for Sydney

Reunion organisers (L-R) Betty Kane nee Hammond, Pam Carter nee Butt and Dawn Dempsey nee Hammond    Photo: Andrew Collis

Rachel Forster Hospital as viewed from Pitt Street    image: Supplied
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reDFern reSIDenT Marcello casa 
has been volunteering with Meals 
on wheels since christmas 2011. he 
took time this month to answer a few 
questions about the work he continues 
to find rewarding, and to share with 
readers some basic information about 
the food delivery service that began 
over 60 years ago and now facilitates 
delivery of 4.5 million meals each 
year in nSw.

How did your involvement begin?
I had been suffering from anxiety and 

panic attacks for many years and was 
sick of focusing on my illness, fearful 
of the outside world. I wanted to see 
if I could do something for someone 
else and not focus on my problems 
and myself.

what does the work entail?
I ride my bike to Kepos Street 

Community Centre in East Redfern 
where we pick up the hot and cold 
meals for delivery. 

There are two of us that do the 
deliveries. I am the runner and go 
and actually deliver food to the doors 
of clients, say g’day and check if 
everything is OK with them, and report 
anything that doesn’t look right or if 
they need help.

My friend Fay, whom I’ve only met 
since working here, has been doing 
volunteer work much longer than 
myself, and helps me a lot. She is the 
driver and uses her own car. She is 
amazing, and we have a great laugh 

when we meet.
Our run is usually in beautiful 

Redfern and surrounding areas like 
Surry Hills, Newtown, Alexandria and 
even Centennial Park, but Meals On 
Wheels caters for the whole of Sydney, 
it’s a great service.

what difference does the work make? 
what are you learning in the process?

I look forward every week to doing 
Meals on Wheels and going to the 
Community Centre which is for the 
aged and frail, and is a mixed cultural 
centre where people are playing table 
tennis, board games or just sitting there 
enjoying the company of others. 

There is an elderly Chinese woman 
who teaches art on Wednesdays but 
she is going overseas for three months 
and we are looking for someone else 

to volunteer. If anyone out there could 
help that would be much appreciated 
[please contact the SSH if you’d like to 
volunteer as an art teacher: editor@
ssh.com.au].

 Not only does it make me feel good 
that I’m giving back to my community 
and society in general but it’s somehow 
making me a stronger person. I’m facing 
my fears and getting out there doing 
something useful and meeting all these 
wonderful people that I would never 
have known existed if I didn’t start 
volunteering with Meals on Wheels.

There are so many good people out 
there doing great work and all we ever 
hear on the news is bad news.

I’m so happy that I have become 
involved. It’s opened my eyes and made 
me realise that there are many aged, 
frail or ill people, or people with a 

lyn turnbull

In AnnOuncInG the winners of an 
international design competition for 
the Green Square library, jury member 
Professor Glenn Murcutt congratulated 
Stewart hollenstein, 28, and Felicity 
Stewart, 29, but warned them that the 
expectations for subsequent projects 
will be influential in shaping their 
careers. Their design was chosen from 
a field of 167 entrants from 29 countries. 

The jury said from the outset that 
the winning design was, “by far the 
most interesting and stimulating” with 
the library being built entirely below 
ground on one level. It is linked visually 
to the plaza above by a sunken storey 

garden, and the entrance to the library 
incorporates an amphitheatre leading 
down from the plaza. 

Green Square has become home to 
11,000 new residents since 2000 with 
another 30,000 people to move there 
as new homes, public space and offices 
are built in the next two decades. By 
building the sunken library the Green 
Square Town Plaza will become the 
“community living room” for this 
community providing open space for 
mobile furniture, a tower for movie 
projections and a water play area for 
children.  

Jury member Sharan Harvey, Brisbane 
City Council’s Manager Library Services, 
said library design is changing radically 
around the world and the winning Green 

Square entry swung the jury because 
of the way the library and plaza are 
integrated to increase the range of 
activities offered, even including music 
practice space for residents in high-
density living units to avoid disturbing 
their neighbours. 

Tram services will run through 
the plaza, but as yet there is no easy 
pedestrian access from the site to 
Green Square Railway Station across 
Bourke Street.

The City has allocated $25 million 
for the library works, and a further 
$15 million for the public domain 
and plaza, with work on refining the 
design, rehabilitating the library site 
and constructing the library and plaza 
expected to take until 2017. S

Volunteers keep it rolling

Winning design for Green Square Library

by Angelique Watkins

To get the best from all I eat, 
I eat my veggies fresh,
I like the ones that grow that week,
They make me feel my best.

Winter loves the tasty potato, 
Accompanied by bright corn,
Carrots make a gratifying snack
And I’ve apples every morn.

Spring time hellos swiss chard and spinach, 
Goodness for my heart, 
Basil garnishes pizzas and pastas,
Fresh strawberries make the tart.

Summer brings an abundance of fruit, 
Bananas and mangoes for me,
Avocados, tomatoes and chickpeas,
Make a wonderful salad for tea.

Sweet potato pockets in autumn, 
Followed by pumpkin pie,
A hint of fennel in my salad’s dressing,
Makes green beans the best for I.

If you pick your foods in season, 
Your taste buds will enliven so,
You’ll take in more nutrients and vitamins,
And be healthier than you could know.

The  
Four Seasons

Badde Manors CaFÉ
37 Glebe Point rd, Glebe 

Tel 9660 3797 (open seven days & nights)

Column sponsored by

Authentic coffee-house culture of the 50s and 60s.
Warm and inviting.

Marcello Casa    Photo: Andrew Collis

Felicity Stewart and Matthew Hollenstein, with Colin Stewart (Felicity’s father) and Professor Glenn Murcutt    Photo: lyn turnbull

disability, living alone in need of help, 
and just a quick hello to see if they 
are OK makes a world of difference 
for them. For some, we are their only 
contact to the outside world. It’s sad but 
I’m glad that the City of Sydney Meals 
on Wheels are doing their bit.

who can request the meals on wheels 
service? How are requests made?

The service is available to residents 
of the City of Sydney who are: frail 
aged; living with a disability; carers 
of these groups.

Referrals to the service can be made 
by the person requiring the meals, or 
by someone else on their behalf, for 
example a doctor, family member or 
friend. Referrals are usually made by 

phone (8512 4230). After they have 
received the referral, the Meals On 
Wheels assessment officers will arrange 
a home visit to assess the client’s needs 
and provide more detailed information 
about the service as well as other 
services in the community. 

People can enquire or apply to be 
a volunteer by calling the Meals on 
Wheels office to request a volunteer 
applicat ion form. The potential 
volunteer will be contacted to discuss 
whether there are any suitable 
opportunities available. An interview 
will then be organised. The application 
process also involves completing 
criminal history record checks and 
referee checks. Once that is all complete, 
induction and training can proceed. S
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VENDOR PROFILE

RONALD

Just a few weeks before 
Christmas in 1969 Ronald 
was born on the Block at 
Redfern.

Ronald attended Darlington 
Primary School, Roseberry 
High School and South 
Sydney Boys High.

Ronald has been selling 
The Big Issue for 11 years. 

He sells most weekdays at 
Redfern Station and on the 
weekends Ronald can be 
seen selling the magazine 
in Newtown.

Ronald says that he enjoys 
working close to the office, 
and has become a regular 
who drops in for a coffee 
and a chat most days.

The Big Issue is Australia’s 
leading social enterprise. 
It is an independent, not-
for-profit organisation that 
develops solutions to help 
homeless, disadvantaged 
and marginalised people 
positively change their lives. 
The Big Issue magazine 
is published fortnightly 
and sold on the streets by 
vendors who purchase copies 
for $3 and sell them for $6, 
keeping the difference.

to find out more visit: 
thebigissue.org.au 

Happy Birthday, eveleigh Market!
eveleigh farmers’ market is turning four and 
celebrating the only way a 4 year old knows 
how, with sugar, balloons and some serious fun 
on saturday, march 2. it’ll be on for young and 
old with face painting, a kiddies farm, one very 
large birthday cake and the launch of a special 
competition for the eveleigh market dogs. 

with all that and the usual abundance of fresh, 
seasonal and local produce it’s bound to be an 
unforgettable day.

eveleigh market 4th birthday Party 
saturday, march 2, 8am-1pm 
243 wilson st, darlington

Kathy Tilbury and Sam Byrne at Eveleigh Farmers’ Market    Photo: Esther Butcher

lyn turnbull

wITh The imminent release of the 
state government’s Planning white 
Paper, the city of Sydney has agreed 
to assisting communities with 
consultation workshops. council 
will provide free meeting space and 
access to funding through the Quick 
response Grants program for relevant 
community meetings.

Greens Councillor Irene Doutney 
said she was inspired to put the motion 
after discussion with colleagues on 
other councils about the difficulty of 
engaging communities on planning 
issues beyond those immediately 
relating to development proposals. “The 
picture seems to be the same across the 
state. People will go to great lengths to 
get involved in planning issues when 
they’re immediately relevant, such as 
when a large development is proposed 
next door, but in most other situations 
planning rules are just too dry to attract 
much interest.

“However, if the White Paper pushes 
forward with the Green Paper’s proposal 
of only allowing community input into 
the creation of overarching plans, it will 
be essential that this changes. These 
overarching plans will likely be 
similar to existing Local Environment 
Plans (LEPs) which are made years in 
advance. Communities will need to get 
used to getting involved in the nitty 

gritty of these plans, or they’ll have 
no say at all in what happens in their 
neighbourhoods.”

The Council’s submission on the 
Planning Green Paper raised a number 
of concerns about the proposed 
direction of the NSW Planning Review, 
and these concerns were reiterated in 
the adopted motion that also called on 
the O’Farrell government to ensure at 
least six months of public consultation 
on the Paper.

Council’s support for community 
meetings will assist the community 
to understand the NSW government 
plann ing reforms, to improve 
community engagement in the planning 
process and to discuss implications of 
these reforms for the Local Government 
Area. Council will use the meetings to 
gain feedback on what Council needs 
to do to support the community, to 
obtain residents’ views to help shape the 
Council’s response to the White Paper 
and to consult with the community 
on co-operation in the new planning 
environment for the benefit of the LGA.

The Planning White Paper will be 
released in the next month or so. 

Prior to their election the Liberal 
Party promised a fair and transparent 
plann ing system that put the 
community back in control. Over 280 
groups from around the state have 
joined the Better Planning Network 
(betterplanningnetwork.good.do) to 
push for changes in the White Paper. S  

ssH

reVOluTIOn: A dramatic and 
wide-reaching change in conditions, 
attitudes or operations. revolution 
at the Seymour centre on March 
9 will be a night to reach out 
and change people’s attitudes. 
Through thought-provoking 
performances and a visual feast of 
entertainment, the evening will be 
a celebration of wonderful talent, 
while raising much-needed funds 
for two remarkable organisations, 
The Factory community centre 
and ietiquette Inc., a program for 
Aboriginal women.

The Village Performing Arts 
Centre (Seymour Centre) houses 
some of the leading industry 
professionals as teachers and 

world-class performers regularly 
seen on TV, in film and theatre.

The Factory Community Centre in 
Waterloo has just celebrated its 35th 
year. Its contributions are considerable 
and the community regards the 
organisation as trustworthy and a real 
support in their lives. The Factory runs 
numerous grass-roots programs and 
is a platform for counseling services, 
rehabilitation and general assistance 
to locals in need but has never had the 
opportunity to put on a celebratory 
event to showcase its achievements and 
reach out to the public to fundraise. 
The Factory provided hospitality and 
support for the iEtiquette Pilot program.

iEtiquette developed from 
in-depth discussions with Redfern 
Police, community organisations 
and social workers in the area. It 
was implemented in 2012 to offer 

young and adult Aboriginal women 
with recidivist backgrounds a way 
of re-establishing their lives. Due 
to the Pilot’s success, iEtiquette 
is developing a more intensive 
program for 2013 focused on social 
inclusion, self-worth and preparation 
for re-entry into the workforce.

“Fundraising will provide assistance 
to expand the program, establish it 
into more areas and assist more young 
and adult Indigenous women”, said 
Karen Levin of iEtiquette. “We wish 
to establish the fundraising event 
annually to celebrate the efforts and 
successes of all involved.” S

Bookings: Seymour Box Office  

9351 7940 

www.the-factory.org.au 

www.ietiquette.org 

www.villagepa.com

Revolution not to be missed

Council support for 
planning issues workshops

iEtiquette program co-ordinators    Photo: Supplied
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Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

PePsee
C U T  &  CO L O U R  H A I R S A L O N

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available

276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008

Mobile: 0403 110 832

Assure 
Psychology

UrbAn nAtUre wellbeing centre 

216 enmore rd (cnr edgewAre rd) 

enmore nsw 2042

caring, confidential psychological services 

to help you deal with life’s difficulties

bulk billing available on referral from gP

contact elizabeth munro on 0408 612 808  

or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

262 Abercrombie St, DArlington
Ph: 9698 8677   oPen 7 DAyS
mon-Fri 7Am-5Pm    SAt-Sun 8Am-4Pm

triPoD cAFetriPoD cAFe

COMMUNITY  
ORGANISATIONS
What do you need from your health services?
You’re invited to one of a series of workshops to discuss health issues in 
your community, and the services needed, now and in the future.

Wednesday 20 March 2013, 9.30am-12.30pm,  
Redfern Community Health Centre, 103-105 Redfern St, Redfern

A light lunch will be served. RSVP online to community@iwsml.com.au 
or on 9799 0933 and confirm which workshop you will attend.  
If you’re unable to attend, but would like to contribute please contact:  
Pam.Garrett@sswahs.nsw.gov.au or yrowling@iwsml.com.au

 ssH

IF cOl James had a passion, it was 
undoubtedly housing – not just the 
creation of a building but adding to 
the lives of so many, often vulnerable 
people who longed for a home. 
he used his architectural skills 
to engage with all sorts of groups 
of people – students, Aboriginal 
communities and the homeless. 
Gentle soul that he was, he was 
still a very determined fighter.

Col was born in the NSW town of 
Walcha and he studied architecture 
at the then Sydney Technical College, 
which was later absorbed by the 
University of New South Wales. He 
was strongly influenced by a number 
of European architects, including Van 
Eych and Bakema of the Netherlands 
who were challenging prominent 
architects who focussed their skills 
serving the rich, rather than those who 
desperately needed housing. “Turn on 
the lights and regard the anonymous 
clients,” said Van Eych. Inspired by 
their example, Col won a scholarship 
to Harvard University in the USA 
and worked in Bakema’s studio.

When he came back to Sydney, 
Col initiated a collaborative named 
“Archanon” which was focussed on 
clients requiring special help. He 
worked with many community leaders 
in the Redfern area, including Ted 

Kennedy, Mum Shirl and Bob and 
Kaye Bellear and with various local 
community services. His tireless efforts 
for the Pemulwuy Project on The Block 
were possibly the most significant 
of these efforts. In fact, the first new 
building there, and possibly the 
oldest remaining in any development 
on The Block, is the gymnasium, 
which was designed by Col James.

He had significant connections 
with the radical communities 
around Nimbin. After the National 
Union of Students organised the 
Aquarius Festival, Col was involved 
in the planning of a variety of 
camping and housing facilities for 
the eventually ongoing community 
that moved into that area.

One of Col’s most significant 
contributions was his focus on 
transforming old factories and other 
commercial buildings into homes 
for people, rather than having them 
pulled down for other developments. 
Often these places were occupied 
by squatters – homeless people. 
One of his first efforts in this 
direction was his conversion of an 
air compressor factory in Shepherd 
Street, Darlington. He himself shared 
this residence with nine other people. 
There was also the Stucco in Wilson 
Street, Newtown, which lives on as 
affordable housing for young people.

His work with various bodies like 
the Builders Labourer’s Federation 

during the green ban period and his 
appointment by then government 
minister, Tom Uren, as resident 
advocate for the development of 
Woolloomooloo, also added much 
to the life of many people.

Col had a great influence in 
academia and student life in both 
the University of Sydney and the 
University of New South Wales. He 
also spent some time in London 
studying the use of vacant buildings 
by the homeless in Britain and Europe.

As a very humble man, the last 
thing he would ever do would be 
to give publicity to his various 
awards. However, we would like 
to honour them. He was a member 
of the Order of Australia, a Life 
Fellow of the Australian Institute of 
Architects, a Life Member of Shelter, 
he received the University of Sydney 
Alumni Award for Community 
Service, the Australian Housing 
Institute’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award, as well as many others. 

We grieve his going, mourn our loss, 
remember Karine and Zoe and other 
members of his family who love him, 
and celebrate a man whose life sets an 
example for us all – one lived with true 
humility, grace, justice and a strong 
commitment to community. Valé 
dear Col. S

Further tributes online at 

www.southsydneyherald.com.au

Valé Col James AM (1936‑2013)

What a life!

Tributes
We are very sad to announce the 

death of Col James. Col was one of 
Shelter NSW's longest-term members, 
our first life member. For as long 
as any of us can remember, Col 
worked “to make housing a verb” 
– he was a doer, an innovator who 
contributed his considerable skills 
and knowledge to create new forms 
of housing that take account of 
individual and community needs. 
Col will by hugely missed by many.

Mary Perkins
executive Officer
Shelter nSw

And so we mourn the passing 
of our comrade, Col James.

Col was a remarkable man in 
ways too numerous to adequately 
account for here. His efforts to 
have sustainable, affordable and 
appropriate housing universally 

recognised for what it represents 
– the foundation upon which all 
positive life outcomes are built – 
were both ceaseless and highly 
regarded, as was his work with 
Sydney’s Indigenous communities.

Many people, most far more 
articulate than this scribe, will 
no doubt list Col’s activities and 
achievements in great detail. 
I certainly hope that’s the case, 
because they are many and 
noteworthy. But what they may 
not mention, perhaps because 
they have a far greater sense of 
decorum than I, is that Col was 
a bit of an old bugger too!

Many’s the time I watched that 
huge smile erupt across his face, and 
a certain glint developed in his eyes, 
as if to foreshadow that some poor 
naïve and misinformed politician 
or public servant was about to have 
her/his world well and truly rocked 
with a few housing and social justice 
realities. I will miss those moments!

Col James was the essence of 
intellect, integrity, tolerance and 

sincerity, carried with a quiet 
dignity that sometimes had a 
sting in its tail. He was also living 
proof that sometimes the good 
guys wear the black hats.

The terms “elder statesman”, 
“tireless campaigner” and even 
“warrior” are often used to describe 
people like Col, and justifiably so. 
The fruits of their selfless labours are 
often unquantifiable until decades 
after their passing. But as I reflect 
on my old pal and his contributions 
to the cause we all feel so strongly 
about, the epithet that comes most 
readily to mind is “gentleman”, and 
I find myself hoping that Australia 
has not lost the art of producing 
gentlemen of Col’s calibre.

Our hearts go out to Col’s 
wife Karine, their family and 
friends at this sad time.

Garry Mallard OAM
coordinator
The national Tenant 
Support network
and The coorabin

Col James at Sydney University, 2010    Photo: Courtesy of karine Shellshear
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opinion

Ross smith

The long-Term focus of nSW 
health, in particular around illicit 
drug use, has been centred on the 
prevention of the spread of blood 
borne virus through the supply of 
medically safe injecting equipment. 
harm minimisation, in essence, is the 
control of the spread of the health risks 
arising from ongoing illicit drug use.

NSW Health are not showing the 
same long-term focus on prevention 
of commencement of illicit drug use. 
There have been no visible education 
and other campaigns targeted to 
potential users with a view to prevent 
commencement of illicit drug use and 
the associated health risks.

The Cancer Council and allied 
groups have driven a strong and 
successful public education campaign 
around the health risks to both the 
individual and the community arising 
from tobacco consumption. Their 
campaign has succeeded in dramatically 

reducing the rate of commencement of 
smoking whilst driving the supply of 
“rehabilitation” services to significantly 
reduce the number of practicing 
smokers. It has also reduced the costs 
of treating smokers for the medical 
damage they have sustained arising 
from their use of tobacco.

Other countries, e.g., Sweden, have 
focussed their efforts to minimise/
eliminate illicit drug use on prevention 
of commencement of use with major 
success and associated benefit to the 
populace of Sweden. The success of 
their policy focus and implementation 

strategy has, as a flow-on effect, 
significantly reduced the spread of blood 
borne virus in the Swedish community. 
These successes came about when 
Sweden shifted its focus from post-
addiction damage control to prevention 
of commencement of addiction.

A director of the Canadian Justice 
Review Board has called into question 
the effectiveness of harm reduction both 
as a means of reducing and treating drug 
use. The director also drew attention to 
the class based differences in treating 
addiction that exist in Canada.

Harm minimisation used to be 

a fellow traveller of rehabilitation/
abstention. Harm minimisation now 
facilitates illicit drug use in a medically 
safe manner and pays lip service to 
withdrawal and/or abstinence.

It is self evident that prevention 
reduces the health risks to both the 
individual and the broader community 
arising from illicit drug use.

The fear that some people have is 
that NSW Health’s long-term focus 
on control of post-addiction ongoing 
health risks is drawing resources away 
from the prevention of commencement 
of addiction. S

Illicit drug use and NSW Health

C O M M E N T  &  O P I N I O N

editori al
ssh

IT IS understandable the installation 
of an Automatic Syringe Dispensing 
machine (ASDm) outside the redfern 
Community health Centre has raised 
community concerns and questions. 
The issues around illicit drug use are 
broad and complex, and have been 
the focus of tensions for many years 
around the needle Bus on The Block. 
Sydney local health District (SlhD) has 
a responsibility to engage the community 
and to help facilitate community dialogue 
and understanding, not just to ensure 
harm minimisation.

There is a strong harm minimisation 
case. The SSH has posted an online 
statement by SLHD Chief Executive Dr 
Teresa Anderson. The statement in large 
measure reiterates an obligation to address 
“unacceptably high levels of HIV and 
hepatitis C infections among injecting 
drug users in the Redfern area”. 

“HIV rates among injecting drugs users 
in the area are three times the national 
rate, and hepatitis C rates are 10 per cent 
higher than anywhere else in Australia. 
This is a major public health crisis and 
cannot be ignored.”

The establishment of “a human services 
group, involving NSW Health, senior 
police, Housing, Family and Community 
Services and others, to meet monthly to 
address Redfern’s complex social, drug 
and welfare issues” is welcomed. So too 
is the employment of Kate Reakes as a 
harm minimisation officer with a broader 
health liaison role for residents in Redfern 
and Waterloo.

 “Effective harm minimisation policy 
requires a three-pronged approach to use of 
illicit drugs by health, law enforcement and 
education sectors to reduce harm, reduce 
supply and reduce demand,” Ms Reakes 
said. “That means ensuring we provide 
access to clean injecting equipment to reduce 
transmission of HIV and viral hepatitis, while 
also working closely with Redfern police, 
schools, community groups, residents, and 
other government departments to tackle 
ongoing  issues around the demand and 
supply of drugs in the area.”

 A human services group meeting at 
Redfern Police Station on February 25 was 
by all reports very positive. Members of 

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

readers’ letters
Re: “Demonising public housing 

tenants?” (SSH, February 2013). I 
also am working in a community 
centre in the area. Most of my clients, 
especially those from the CALD 
background with limited English 
proficiency, were so distressed and 
panicked, thinking that they were 
being targeted and dobbed in by their 
neighbours when they were not, as 
most of them have occasional family 
members or a friend staying for a 
couple of days.

Some o f  t hem have  even 
thought that certain neighbours 
are the culprits, and sadly this has 
promoted greater distrust between 

neighbours. The letter has created 
so much unnecessary anxiety in 
our community.

Bill Yan 
Online reader

Re: “Solving the housing crisis” 
(SSH, February 2013). I am one 
of the lower socio-economic 
statistics severely affected by the 
increasing rent. I live in Cairns, 
Qld. Queensland had similar 
government problems to NSW. My 
partner and I are aged pensioners, 
almost half our income is spent in 
rent. We supplement our income 
where we can by growing a lot of 
our food, vegetables, fruit as well as 
growing fish, aquaponics. We barter 

with others who produce what we 
don’t. Without this we would have 
difficulty surviving week to week. 
This summer we have turned off the 
hot water system as the rising cost 
of electricity is crippling. We have 
changed over to an old gas stove 
in replacement of the electric stove 
that was in this house. Bartering 
is marvellous. We have been told 
there is next to no hope of ever 
being eligible for any form of public 
housing as we aren’t homeless, well 
not yet anyway, and aren’t in the 
groups that are considered most 
deserving.

Wendy Davie 
Online reader

faith
DoRothy mcRae-mcmahon

PeoPle ofTen talk about having 
faith in each other. When we do that, 
I suspect that we are usually referring 
to a relationship with someone who 
“won’t let us down, won’t betray us”. 
But what really lies within that belief? 
What is true faith between two people, 
or within a group of people?

In religious communities, I would 
hope that we are trying to model our 

relationships on those we aspire to 
have with our God and which our God 
offers to us. The way we interpret that 
relationship may well influence the way 
we see our interaction with each other. 
If our God is gracious and forgiving, 
being faithful to each other may, 
hopefully, mean that we are that with 
each other. The very fact that we are not 
God, but honour that God, could mean 
that we recognise our humanness and 
thus allow others and ourselves to be 
seen as vulnerable and fallible. Because 
we are all like that, we can understand 
it and forgive it in each other.

To dare to trust another human 

being is a sign of a very brave and 
deep relationship, one which does, 
indeed, involve faith in the other. 
How many of us think twice before 
we share parts of ourselves which we 
recognise as ambiguous, or unlikely 
to be acceptable to many people? 
Sometimes this involves asking hard 
questions about life and faith in general 
which we feel may shock those around 
us, or challenge their faith in God or 
in us. Sometimes it is about including 
and accepting people who are different. 
Having genuine faith in each other does 
create a context where we can truly be 
ourselves and where the other person 

can respond to us with the same level 
of honesty without fear.

Often these relationships, if they 
are genuine, do lead to a level of 
disagreement, but one in which there 
is room to move and a preparedness 
to stil l love each other. We can 
agree to continue working on, and 
engaging in dialogue, about the areas 
of disagreement. When we do this, 
it often leads to growth in our views 
of life and faith and a more profound 
trust than before. It is so much superior 
to relationships which pretend to be 
faithful, but which hide differences 
beneath meaningless smiles and 

pleasantries. 
In all of this, the way we relate is a 

testimony to the way we understand 
our relationship with God. It reveals 
our humility before that God as we 
journey on together, our preparedness 
to forgive as we are forgiven and to 
“love our neighbour as ourselves”. 
It demonstrates the level of courage 
and depth in our faith, as we invite in 
each other daring ways of living out 
our faith together. In all of it, we show 
the world what it means to encircle 
each other with love and care as we 
face the challenges of life and death, 
so that we are never alone. S

Faith in each other

the community interested in joining the 
working group can email Kate Reakes on 
kate.reakes@sswahs.nsw.gov.au. New 
members will be accepted until April 10.

As part of the ASDM’s introduction 
the needle bus will no longer operate on 
The Block. S 

Also of relevance is a public forum to be 

held at the Redfern Town Hall on Thursday 

May 2, from 10am. The Community Drug 

Action Team (CDAT), in partnership with the 

City of Sydney, will present a wide-ranging 

program, looking at national strategies 

with a view to action at the local level. 

Readers are encouraged to register interest 

in the forum by contacting co-convenor 

Charmaine Jones on 9698 7461, or 

char.jones@innersydneyrcsd.org.au
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F e A T U R e

dorotHy mCrAe-mCmAHon

GIVen ThAT her husband, Gordon 
Syron, is an artist, sometimes it is 
forgotten that elaine Syron is another 
type of artist – a photographer. her 
Jewish father was also a photographer 
who took many photos after the war, 
including a mapping of Germany 
through a hole in a plane! with 
her conservative christian mother, 
the family later lived in America. 

After Elaine came to Australia in 
the 1980s she opened a Kodak Shop 
in Kings Cross. Her photography 
was restricted for funds until she 
owned the shop and later when she 
became better known, through an 
exhibition of her tattoo photos and 
Mardi Gras photos launched by 
Clover Moore. After that, she began 
taking photos for the Aboriginal 

and Islander Dance Company.
Remarkably, her son and three 

daughters by a previous marriage 
are all homosexual. This is one 
significant reason why Elaine has 
taken such an interest in the Mardi 
Gras over the years, apart from 
the fact that she loves its colour 
and drama for her photography. 

In the 1990s Elaine received her 
first official Mardi Gras media pass 
so that she could follow the parade, 
rather than staying in the watching 
crowd. She believes that her photos 
are “history, a part of my soul and 
could be a part of Sydney’s future”, 
with their insights into the lives of 
the various sexualities in Sydney. 
Her four homosexual children have 
encouraged her to document their 
community – not just the parade.

Elaine has taken photos relating 
to the work of the Gay and Lesbian 

Counselling Services (GLCS) over 
the years – work in their offices and 
rallies, Mardi Gras, and at marches like 
Women Against Violence. Her daughter 
worked at GLCS and spent more and 
more of her time there, during the 
period when she worked to finish her 
Master’s degree. Then, one day, she 
said to Elaine: “Hey Mom, come to 
an important meeting at the Quaker 
Church in Surry Hills.” Elaine went to 
the meeting and when her daughter, 

Kimberly Kitchener, stood next to a 
man and they took a pledge together 
to be the Co-Presidents of GLCS, she 
was so happy and proud that she 
says she cried and could hardly hold 
her camera still to take a photo.

She now has a granddaughter 
named Ginger, who is 7 years old, 
living near Byron Bay. Her gay son, 
Christopher, and Karla Dickens 
planned her. Karla is one of our 
leading Aboriginal artists. She is 

also Elaine’s close friend. Elaine 
sees her as a wonderful mother and 
her son as “the best father ever”.

If Elaine Syron could say one 
thing about the Mardi Gras to 
the community, it would be: 
“All Australian people should support 
and understand minority groups, 
whether sexual orientation minorities 
or of different races and cultures”. She 
encourages everybody to go to the 
parade and read about it. S

Documenting 
Mardi Gras

HArry H. mCmAster

EVELEIGH: The chief Mechanical 
engineer’s (Office) building, also 
known as the cMe, is perhaps the 
grandest building at eveleigh and 
provides a fine example of a late 
Victorian railway building. The 
deep balconies, decorative cast-
iron columns, marble fireplaces 
and pressed metal ceilings 
demonstrate the confidence in 
railway construction at the time.

Prominently located on the 
ridge overlooking the workshops, 
its historic significance emanates 
from its role as an administration 
building that was the epicentre of 

technical and design expertise for 
all the manufacturing processes at 
the railway workshops, and indeed, 
the State’s entire railway system. It 
was under the supervision of the 
Chief Mechanical Engineer, who 
operated the entire workshops.

Completed in 1887, the CME 
accommodated the NSWGR’s (NSW 
Government Railways) most senior 
staff, whose role was to design 
and supervise the manufacture of 
railway infrastructure. This bygone 
era of the grandeur of steam power 
saw Eveleigh’s role shift from 
a maintenance facility towards 
the local manufacture of steam 
locomotives. The rising population 
of rail commuters, the need for 

new lines throughout the State, 
and the increasing dependence of 
commerce upon rail demanded 
important decisions to be made 
at the CME. In 1900, renovations 
saw the CME almost double in size 
to cope with these pressures. 

 The decision to abandon steam 
locomotives in 1963 meant that 
gradually the wheels at Eveleigh 
ground to a halt. Since the closure 
of the workshops in 1989, the 
building has been redundant and 
preserved, but not maintained.

 CME has the potential to yield 
further substantial and cultural 
information in relation to the railway 
workshops. It is part of a group 
of buildings which collectively 

illustrates a significant establishment 
associated with railway history. 
As with other important heritage 
items at Eveleigh subject to adaptive 
reuse, the challenge is to capture 
and convey the site as a place of 
real people, relevant issues and 
events, not just as an assortment 
of redundant machines, buildings 
and technological processes. 

 At present, conservation 
maintenance is being carried out by 
UrbanGrowth NSW Development 
Corporation (UGDC), which took 
over the functions of the Sydney 
Metropolitan Development Authority 
(SMDA) at the start of 2013. 

 The CME is now more visible 
from Wilson Street, as a result of 

the removal of seven pollenated 
plane trees fronting Wilson Street. 
Whilst the removal of trees is not 
desirable in most circumstances, 
UGDC has advised that the retention 
of the trees would have caused 
further deterioration to the building. 
Additional maintenance work being 
undertaken includes roof repairs, 
stormwater drainage improvements 
and other essential measures to 
inhibit further deterioration.

A further second stage of work 
will involve the “specification, 
tendering and supervision of further 
essential building maintenance”, 
however a comprehensive plan 
for this important building is still 
undetermined. S

The CME Building in Eveleigh   Photo: Esther Butcher

Mardi Gras, 2013: First Australians lead the largest night-time parade in the world, showing the strength and resilience of our Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander sex and gender diverse people as well as the deadly sistergirls and brothaboys!   Photo: Elaine Pelot-Syron

Maintaining a grand railway building
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Andrew Collis

The QanTas spirit of Youth awards 
(sOYa365) has released the finalists for the 
competition’s photography category and is thrilled 
to announce that a south sydney local has been 
selected among the top 13 photographers from the 
many hundreds of entries. Lyndal Irons remains in 
the running to win a money-can’t-buy mentorship 
with celebrated international photographer Polly 
Borland (www.pollyborland.com), along with 
$5,000 in Qantas air travel, plus $5,000 in cash.

What kind of photographer are you? How would 
you describe your style? Are there particular 
photographers or traditions you have studied?

I work from life in the documentary/reportage 
tradition. I shoot things as I find them. I tell stories. 
I’m open to the exotic but I believe in shooting 
every day things as well – the things other people 
sometimes ignore because they are not obviously 
photogenic. I have an ongoing series photographing 
Parramatta Road for example. It is about giving 
quality attention to whatever is around. Access is 
a big component of my work. If someone will give 
me access to their life, sport, space, that is all I need 
in order to get to work.

What sparked your interest in physie?
My sister and I went to physie in a hall in South 

Maroota before I hit primary school age. I was never 
good enough to compete but I have a photo of us in 
spotted leotards and matching leg warmers getting 
ready to attend one day. And I have vague memories 
of marching around a hall a lot but I wasn’t sure 
why. Part of what interested me in this project was 
filling in those gaps.

Physie is everywhere: in rural towns, in cities, 
in suburbs, in affluent and non-affluent areas. 
It encompasses Australian females of all ages. The 

sport itself is a unique snapshot of Australian women, 
and when they all come together from everywhere 
for competitions it is pretty unique.

I also have a close friend who is a talented physie 
performer and we’d often talked about how it had all 
the ingredients for a great documentary work. She 
was really helpful in approaching the Bjelke-Petersen 
School of Physical Culture and helping me secure 
access to the competitions. She basically made sure 
that 2012 was the year I made time to finally shoot it.

Physie is found in most places but nobody has 
ever documented it in this depth before. There was a 
photographer from the Sydney Morning Herald who 
shot the finals last year and made a short video about 
it. So it appealed to me because it is an everyday, 
common occurrence, a uniquely Australian sport 
and also because I was wanting a series with a start 
and a finish date – something a little easier than 
Parramatta Road to complete. Physie has colour and 
drama and beauty and I think it is a little mysterious. 
I liked all these aspects.

There are several physie competitions. 
Which one have you documented?

I started in the second half of the year at two 
interclub competitions then shot my way through 
repechage, teams, junior finals at the Olympic Sports 
Centre and Senior Finals at the Opera House. I 
attended a lot. Each has a different flavour.

What have you learned in the process of making 
these photographs?

I think a lot of people who lose contact with the 
sport consider it to be something that children do 
but most performers peak in their mid-20s. And 
there are diligent physie members who continue 
well into their 80s. It is a sport that adapts to people 
throughout their entire lives.

It’s also really, really old as an Australian fitness 
institution but not that well known. BJP began in 

1892 as a medical gymnasium in Hobart and has 
tailored itself to Australian society ever since. That’s 
impressive. There are historical photographs and 
performance pictures but nobody had followed the 
story backstage, through the suburbs, up to the Opera 
House, yet. It was an irresistible project.

In photography, this was the first short-term 
project I’ve worked on and the first series I consider 
complete (though I could continue shooting it 
indefinitely …). I learnt that there are untold stories 
all around us and that it is important to do short-term 
projects between the longer ones. 

When will the awards be announced?
The winner of the photography section will be 

announced in the first week of March. They receive 
a professional mentorship from Polly Borland – a 
very interesting photographer – $5,000 in flights and 
$5,000 cash. It basically ensures there are no excuses 
not to do well with your next project.

Lyndal Irons is a regular SSH contributor. 

www.lyndalirons.com.au 

www.soya.com.au/competition/photography-2013

Physical Culture competitors backstage at the Sydney Opera House   Photo: Lyndal Irons

Local in frame 
for photo prize
An interview with 
Lyndal Irons

Andrew Collis

REDFERN: February 1 marked the 
fourth anniversary of the opening of 
the Purple Goanna cafe in Redfern 
street. This year will see continued 
emphasis on nutritious bush tucker 
and hospitality as well as a few changes. 
now a not-for-profit Indigenous 
Corporation, the cafe will service the 
community by way of work with elders 
and families, the newly-established 
Jarjum school in Redfern street, a 
Mums ’n Bubs group and partnerships 
with other small businesses.

Gamilaraay woman and Purple 
Goanna chairperson, Suzanne Grech, 
has been hard at work renovating and 
reorganising. Sections of the floor 
have been retiled, the coffee machine 
and counter is now situated at the 
entrance. “It makes a difference,” Ms 
Grech said. “It’s about being there for 

the community. There’s a lot we can 
do. This is a unique meeting place - 
where else in the city can you get a roo 
burger, crocodile and emu, at better than 
mainstream prices?”

The new-look cafe boasts a selection 
of delectable desserts, including Suzie’s 
own Lemon and Myrtle Cheesecakes, 
available in gluten-free and mini 
varieties. “The whole point of Purple 
Goanna is to support and promote 
health and nutrition. A wider focus 
means we can share knowledge of 
bush foods and recipes through school 
groups, community groups and catering 
services.”

Purple Goanna also hosts various 
works by Aboriginal artists from the 
Northern Territory as well as the local 
area. Lorna Monroe’s portrait of Mum 
Shirl hangs proudly near the kitchen. 
A family history board is mounted on 
the wall. Referring to a photograph on 
the board, Ms Grech said: “That’s Mary 

Jane Cain, my nan’s grandmother.”
West Australian enterprise, Brothaboy, 

supplies stylish street-wear fashion 
items, available for purchase at the 
counter. There are plans to introduce a 
fruit-based cosmetics line.

Ryan Wilson is spending six weeks at 
the cafe as part of a national corporate-
partnership program. Mr Wilson, who 
works for Westpac in Adelaide, has 
just completed a three-day orientation 
at the National Centre of Indigenous 
Excellence. He will now work alongside 
Ms Grech and cafe staff towards 
developing and enhancing the café’s 
work in the community.

Mr Wilson is enthusiastic about his 
stay in South Sydney. “It’s very different 
from Adelaide,” he smiled. “It will be an 
enjoyable challenge, just sharing some 
ideas and working together – it’s scary 
and exciting at the same time.”

www.purplegoanna.com.au

One-stop bush tucker shop

Ryan Wilson and Suzanne Grech   Photo: Andrew Collis
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The Reviews
Film Review 
by Lindsay Cohen

Performance
Director: Yaron Zilberman
Starring: Philip Seymour Hoffman, 
Catherine Keener, Christopher 
Walken, Mark Ivanir
Genre: Highly Strung Quartet

How do you review a film where you 
know almost nothing about the core 
component of the film? Well, maybe 
that’s being a little harsh on myself, 
because while Performance is of music, 
it’s not about music, it’s actually about 
relationships, and what is a string quartet 
if not a relationship? So while it’s true 
I know very little about music, I do 
know a thing or two about relationships, 
although even that’s questionable!

 So despite my very limited knowledge 
of music, my inability to comprehend 
how the same piece of music can be 
played in infinitely different perfect ways, 
and my complete lack of understanding 
as to how you can express emotion 
through music, I can still appreciate 
Performance. 

The four leads are not only convincing 
musically (although what would I know?) 
they are convincing emotionally. Sure, 
that’s what actors are supposed to do, 
and sure, a real quartet actually provided 
the soundtrack, but the actors spent 
months learning their instruments and 
in particular the pieces they needed to 
perform. If they hadn’t, the legitimacy 
of the musical performance would have 
impacted on their performances overall. 

By (probably) nailing the music (facial 
expressions and all – is there nothing 
Philip Seymour Hoffman can’t do?), 
the emotions expressed by each actor as 
relationships grow, collapse and evolve 
(not necessarily in that order) seem that 
much more sincere.

And that’s how you review a film you 
know nothing about.

Rating: Four (of course)

 » film@ssh.com.au

Music Review 
by Layth Saeed

Pinkish Hue
F’tang
Black Wire Records, 2013

 
F ’tang are a Sydney based 

instrumental outfit who’ve been active 
and gigging around for a few years now. 
Earlier last month they launched their 
EP, Pinkish Hue, with a packed show 
at Black Wire Records on Parramatta 
Road. 

I’ve seen these guys a few times before 
and their live show is something to 
behold. The interplay between guitarists, 
Dan Hollins, James Hulahan and 
Max Edgar, is phenomenal, calling 
on a broad range of musical talent. 
While the powerful driving rhythm 
section of Tom Houlahan (drums) 
and Nathan Ashmore (bass) glues 
everything together to culminate in a 
cataclysmic build that is a hallmark of 
their live show. 

This is why I was so pleasantly 
surprised to observe such subtly and 
restraint in the production, when I got 
home and listened to the EP. The choice 
to tone back a lot of the fuzz from the 
guitars really allows the true complexity 
of their melodies to shine through and 
underpins everything with a certain 
dissonance. 

They open very strong with “Black 
Holes In The Midwest”, really utilising 
the three guitarists. But I feel like the 
EP really hits its stride with the last two 
tracks, “Goodbye Blue Monday” and 
“On A Thousand Mattresses From Here 
To Greenland”. Its these two tracks 
that capture my imagination with clear, 
strong melodies and careful layering. 
I’m left in awe by the end. 

You can find Pinkish Hue on 
Bandcamp or contact F’tang through 
their Facebook for a physical copy if 
there are any left, as it was a limited 
print run.

 » music@ssh.com.au 

Live Music Review 
by Andrew Collis

Salta, Eirwen Skye, persianlovecake
Salta EP Launch
The Vanguard, Newtown, Feb. 3.

TheRe’s sOMeThInG quite 
beguiling about Tom Marr (vocals, 
kick drum, guitar and double bass) 
and Joanna Brooke (vocals, guitar, 
ukulele and cello) of persianlovecake. 
It’s apparent they’re accomplished 
musicians and yet they perform their 
songs shyly. The songs seem very 
simple and yet mesmerise, revealing 
mysterious depths. The harmonies 
are exquisite.

One of the evening’s highlights will 
see the pair return to the stage to join 
the headliners for a staggeringly beautiful 
rendition of “Lovin’s for Fools” by Sarah 
Siskind.

Eirwen Skye may be the perfect 
support act. Her songs are dynamic and 
interesting, involving various instruments 
(ukulele, recorder, “toy” percussion) and 
looping effects. The melodies are lovely, 

and the arrangements build layer on layer. 
“Be My Carousel” was a standout. What 
really impressed was Skye’s commitment 
to performance, all the while maintaining 
a relaxed and easygoing manner (no 
mean feat in face of technical challenges 
and the usual pre-headliner chatter at 
the Vanguard). 

By the time she’d stepped down 
from the stage and onto the floor to 
sing Mississippi John Hurt’s “It Ain’t 
Nobody’s Business” with ukulele and 
without amplification, the crowd was 
captivated. The heartfelt finale raised 
expectations of a special musical evening 
and bathed the audience in a warm glow.

When Salta made their way to the 
stage they were met with rapturous 
applause. The Vanguard was filled to 
the mezzanine with Salta fans. They 
would not be disappointed. 

Julia Jacklin and Liz Hughes are 
natural performers. Early on, Jacklin 
joked that her knees were shaking 
and that she’d forgotten to play a slide 
guitar part. “That was supposed to be 
my slide guitar debut,” she laughed. “It 
was perfect!” said Hughes.

Like folk contemporaries Bon Iver, 

Sharon Van Etten, Father John Misty 
and Mountain Man, there’s something 
ancient about Salta’s take on the times. 
Something timeless. The songs tell 
stories about growing up, travelling, 
remembering … with a mystical twist. 
It’s evident in the song titles themselves: 
“Tiger”, “Juniper”, “Freedom”, “Overlap”, 
“Hunter”. 

The lead vocals of Jacklin and Hughes 
entwine and merge – sweetly, eerily. Their 
guitars chime. Ryan Brennan’s percussion 
is expressive and solid. Hughes joins him 
on floor tom for “Overlap”. Brennan 
plays a precise and biting electric guitar 
part, too. Rosie McKay’s bass holds it 
all together. She’s grinning from song 
to song, in her element. 

A special musical evening, indeed. 
Word has it that Salta will soon venture 
overseas. The UK beckons. Don’t miss 
catching them live next chance you get. 
There’s also the EP, of course – four 
tracks, understated, poetic – beautifully 
recorded and mixed by Brennan. 

Salta EP available from  

www.salta.bandcamp.com

Live Music Review 
by Layth Saeed

Enerate, The Ruminaters, 
Jakarta Criers, Lovers Jump Creek, 
Archers, The Hungry Mile
The Oxford Art Factory, 
Darlinghurst, Feb. 22

FRIdaY FeBRuaRY 22 saw The 
Oxford art Factory host their Music 
Makers Club with an eclectic mix of 
bands sure to satisfy just about any 
punter. Particular mention goes to 
archers whose washed out psychedelic 
sound certainly caught my attention. 
But the real reason I was drawn to the 
evening was enerate, who brought 
stacks of their 8-bit acoustic synth-
pop fun. 

Some of you may remember 
the interview I did with some of 
the members last year and it was 
great to see them back on the 
stage. I’ve been following the band 
for quite some time now and I 
have to say this was probably the 
best show I’ve seen them play. 

As well as their par-for-the-course 
infectious and bouncy live energy, 
I feel Therese Watson (vocals and 
synths) and Matt Niciak (bass) 
really came to the fore and carried 
the melodies beautifully; particularly 
through “Monica”, “Home” and 
the titular “Unstoppable”. Not to 
mention the ethereal vocals of both 
Therese and Josh Grahame (guitar 
and vocals) and the funky rhythms 
of Ben Fitzpatrick (drums), which 

kept the crowd on the dance floor. 
I think they’re maturing so nicely 

as a band, and it shows. More and 
more, Enerate are cementing 
quite a fan base in Sydney and 
their repertoire is ever increasing. 
The niche they carved for themselves 
with “Unstoppable” is growing as they 
reinforce it with the aforementioned 
“Home” and “Monica”, showing 
fans that there is a seemingly 
bottomless pit of inspiration. 

As I said before, this was probably 
the best show I’ve seen the band 
play – everyone really came together 
brilliantly and contributed to 
such a rich, lively sound. There’s 
definitely never been a better time 
to catch Enerate and I suggest you 
do so at Spectrum on April 27.

Just add some Salta

Unstoppable, very danceable

Salta’s Liz Hughes and Julia Jacklin at the Vanguard   Photo: Andrew Collis
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sYdneY-Based photographer 
andrew Goldie spent two years using 
coastal locations from Watsons Bay 
to Botany Bay to create a stunning 
series of images. “I was inspired by 
the transmission of our energies in 
and out of this world and the many 
unanswered questions surrounding 
such phenomena,” Goldie says. 
“What I have learnt from science and 
the growing comprehension of the 
workings of the universe has inspired 
this work and all my work in general.”

The photographer uses a recurring 
motif of a white floating sheet. The 
figure connotes the brief journey of a 
life energy morphing from one form 
to another. Goldie loves contemplating 
the moments when, while everybody 
is tucked up in bed, the incredible 
machinations of the universe continue 
to happen all around – usually unseen 
and uninterrupted.

Curator Arthur Chan says: “Andrew 
takes viewers into a perplexing 
circumstance where they are witness to a 
beautiful yet bizarre metamorphism and 
are forced to create their own narratives.” 

“Andrew Goldie has brought together 
his many years of experience in both 
visual art and commercial photography 
to create perfect imagery with amazing 
thought and intent. Pushing the 
boundaries of photography through 
his use of light and ability to create 
and then capture a surreal moment, his 
images are a reflection of his mind’s 
eye,” Chan says.

Recent fatherhood, the experience 
of witnessing the birth of a tiny human 
being – his son – arrive in this world, 
has profoundly influenced the work, 

which is a creative expression of the 
“wonderment about where we come 
from and where the human spirit goes 
when it leaves this place”.

Transformation was made with the 
help of a dedicated team of assistants, 
assigned to carrying well over 100kg of 
gear including cameras, lighting, booms, 
generators and computers. 

“I didn’t want to be limited about the 
production so we prepared well and took 
the most powerful lighting and gear 
possible into the chosen environment 
to create these beautiful moments. No 
location was unattainable and I was 
prepared to experiment. Now I think 
about it, I was lucky none of us was 
seriously injured, as I love to work on 
the edge of cliffs and other risky places 
for some reason. Even my assistants 
sometimes think I’m a bit crazy as 
they look on. Once I did shed blood 
slipping on rocks carrying flash packs 
and a generator weighing that of another 

person,” Goldie says.  
Goldie was winner of the New York 

Exposure Conceptual Art Award, 
2012, with a selection of work from 
this series. In the past 10 years he has 
worked and exhibited in Europe, Asia 
and Australia. He has also photographed 
many Australian and international 
personalities including Richard Branson, 
Malcolm Turnbull, Larry Emdur, Karl 
Stefanovic and sporting figures Anthony 
Minichiello, Mike Whitney, Sam Reid, 
Anthony Mundine and Olympic 
Medalist Matthew Mitcham. He lives 
in Bronte.

Transformation 

Andrew Goldie 

Curator: Arthur Chan 

FREE, till March 31 

Customs House 

31 Alfred Street, Circular Quay 

Red Room, Ground Floor 

www.andrewgoldie.com
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CHIPPENDALE: Ten out of 10 at 
MOP Projects will celebrate 10 
years of successful and diverse 
exhibitions supporting local artists 
and promoting contemporary visual 
arts in sydney.

To celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of MOP Projects this exhibition 
will feature the work of 10 now 
established artists who have strong 
historical connections to the gallery: 
Adam Norton, Newell Harry, Mitch 
Cairns, Christopher Hanrahan, Ms 
& Mr, Emma White, Gemma Smith, 
Rob McHaffie Justin Trendall, and 
Daniel Mudie Cunningham. 

MOP Projects was formed in 2003 
by a group of artists at a small rag 
trade warehouse space in Redfern. 
It was established in response to a 
lack of artist-run spaces in Sydney 
and the demand for an independent 
platform to exhibit young, emerging 
and established artists in a creative 
and experimental environment.

In 2008 MOP Projects moved to 
its current Chippendale location and 
has continued to expand its program 
and reputation. MOP Projects has 

developed partnerships and exchange 
shows with a range of galleries and 
organisations including UTS Gallery, 
Sydney; Western Plains Cultural 
Centre, Dubbo; Hazelhurst Regional 
Gallery, Sydney; Inflight, Hobart; 
SafARI, Sydney; 24HR Art, Darwin; 
BUS, Melbourne; University of 
Southern Queensland, Toowoomba; 
RAID Projects, Los Angeles; and 
Helen Gory Galerie, Melbourne. 

MOP Projects has presented 
over 300 exhibitions and published 
over 60 catalogues that represent 
a range of Sydney, interstate and 
international artists. Many artists who 
have exhibited with MOP Projects 
early in their careers have gone on to 
develop successful artistic careers and/
or achieve commercial representation.

The 10th anniversary exhibition 
will be held from March 5-24, during 
Art Month.

MOP Projects is assisted by the 
NSW Government through Arts 
NSW.

Ten out of 10  

MOP Projects 

2/39 Abercrombie St, Chippendale 

March 5-24 

www.mop.org.au/upcoming

Andrew Collis

LOene CaRMen is well known 
for acting roles in The Year My Voice 
Broke (1987), The nostradamus Kid 
(1992) and Red dog (2011). she is 
also a fine songwriter and vocalist, 
lauded for bold and cinematic music-
making – sensual, darkly atmospheric, 
beautifully crafted, playful and raw.

Her most recent release, The Peach State 
EP, features solo acoustic performances 
of songs written in Georgia and recorded 
in East Nashville by David Ferguson. 
“He co-owns the studio with John 
Prine,” Carmen says. “It’s an analogue 
setup, very good mikes and a lovely room 
– Ferg engineered the last recordings of 
Johnny Cash.”

Cash is an enduring influence, along 
with Leonard Cohen, Bob Dylan, Tom 
Waits, Etta James, Loretta Lynn and 
Dolly Parton. “When I first started 
writing, as a young girl, for some reason 
I would write these songs in the voice of 
a 40-year-old abandoned wife! I couldn’t 
really perform them at the time.” 

Carmen smiles as she recalls being 
teased in high school for her “mature” 
musical tastes. “My friends would say, 
‘You just go and listen to your Red 
Wine Music’. That’s what they called 
the country and blues music I liked.”

“My first band was a country band. 

We played covers and some originals. 
After a while I started to write more 
honest, personal, less genre-based stuff,” 
Carmen says. From the blues, she learned 
simplicity, the art of repetition. From 
country and soul she learned honesty, 
storytelling skills. “The music is a bed, 
really. You can have a cheap, crappy 
mattress and you can dress that with 
some really nice sheets,” she laughs.

Humour is important. Carmen’s 

lyrics, consistently evocative, are often 
humorous. “I’m a danger to myself ”, she 
sings on “My Friends Call Me Foxy” 
from debut album, Born Funky Born 
Free (2001), “Just think what I could 
do to you”. It’s a warmth she appreciates 
in the work of others. “Someone like 
Leonard Cohen is sometimes written 
off as morose,” she says. “But his lyrics 
can be hilarious.”

Immersing herself in the music of 

her heroes is a time-tested songwriting 
strategy. “I trust that process, pretty 
much,” she says. “The songs just kind 
of write themselves.” 

Over the years, Carmen has written 
and released six collections of material. 
All CDs are available through her own 
label, Chiquita Records. Styles vary 
from blues noir to rock, country and 
lo-fi pop. Soundscapes feature guitars, 
acoustic and electric, fuzzy bass, drums 

and drum machines, effects-laden 
vocals, chimes and tambourines. “I’m 
inspired by a performer called Jesse-Mae 
Hemphill who stomps on a tambourine 
as she sings and plays”, Carmen says, 
before drawing me a diagram of her 
own tambourine-stomping contraption 
(now I’m inspired!).

Guest musicians on Loene Carmen 
recordings include Simon Day, James 
Cruickshank, Cathy Green, Warren 
Ellis, Tex Perkins, Sam Worrad, Jed 
Kurzel, Aden Young (Carmen’s partner 
with whom she has two young children) 
and daughter Holiday Sidewinder.

Carmen’s current project is a suite 
of songs co-written with her father, 
Peter Head, an accomplished pianist 
and writer who taught his daughter 
to play the guitar. “Dad’s a really good 
musician, but he showed me three chords 
and said, ‘This is all you’ll ever really 
need’. He taught me that the feel of the 
music is most important, the emotion. I 
recently wrote a song on just one chord.” 
The CD will feature older and newer 
compositions. An album release is slated 
for April. 

Carmen also plans a return to Georgia 
later this year for more writing and 
recording in solo acoustic mode. “I 
want to do vinyl this time,” she says. 
“Peach-coloured vinyl!”

www.loenecarmen.com

Red Wine Music Artist Profile: Loene Carmen

Loene Carmen   Photo: Lyndal Irons

“Untitled #1 (Botany Bay National Park)”   Photo: Andrew Goldie

Daniel Mudie Cunningham, “Unstuck,” 2013 HD single channel video   Production still: Tina Havelock Stevens

Universal ebb and flow

MOP’s Top 10
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WORDPLAY  –  CReAtive WRiting gROuP 
Woolpack Hotel, 229 Chalmers Street, Redfern. 6-8pm  

Weds 6 & 20 MAR. Phone Andrew on 8399 3410. All welcome

For translation visit www.dharug.dalang.com.au

I just saw Frida

walking in my sleep

walking alone on a 

crowded street

She wore a necklace

of hands and feet

Above her head

the stars were lit.

– Adrian Spry

Colour-in 
this original 
artwork by 

Jovana Terzic and send to us for a chance to win a CD or book voucher

Send to the SSH:  

PO Box 3288 

Redfern NSW 2016; 

or email  

editor@ssh.com.au

Strictly 
for 

readers 
under 

12 years

Entries 

close  

March 31, 

2013.

PoetryPoetry
Eirwen Skye at the Vanguard in Newtown, February 3   Photo: Andrew Collis



C O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C e s

Uniting Churches

south sydney uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,

cultural backgrounds,  
sexual orientations and identities.  

Peace with justice, integrity 
of creation.

Holy Thursday (Mar. 28) 6pm
Good Friday (Mar. 29) 9 for 9.30am

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns Rd  

& Colbourne Ave Glebe
Worship Sun 7pm

‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate  
candlelit concerts Thu 8pm
Allison Forrest 9518 9413

leichhardt university Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt  

(near Norton St)
Worship 10am & 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117
www.leichhardtuniting.org.au

newtown mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements 

9519 9000

Paddington uniting Church
395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm

1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm

Office 9331 2646

Pitt street uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am 
Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

SSH advertising works: 
"Since our ad has been in the SSh, it's been phenomenal. it has really raised our profile in the community.  

interest has increased ten‑fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." wayne Lindeman, Food Distribution Network, waterloo

food distribution network
home delivery of low-cost fresh fruit & vegetables

The Food Distribution Network is a not-for-profit organisation that 
delivers boxes of fresh and inexpensive fruit and vegies to older 
people, people with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDS and 
carers who live in the City of Sydney and need assistance living 
independently at home. For $10 you can have a box of 6-8kg of 
fruit and/or vegies delivered to your door each week or fortnight.  
Please  call 9699 1614 or e-mail enquiries@fdn.org.au for 
more information. These services are funded by State and 
Federal Governments.

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway  
NSW 2007

T: 02 9379 0700  
F: 02 9379 0701

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction 
NSW 2022 

T: 02 9369 5221 
F: 02 9369 5225

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Jamie Parker MP 
State Member for Balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

Balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Ron Hoenig MP 
State Member for Heffron

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166 
F: 02 9699 8222

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Alex Greenwich 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington 
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053 
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Carmel Tebbutt MP 
State Member for Marrickville

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville  
NSW 2204

T: 02 9558 9000  
F: 02 9558 3653

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

BABANA 
Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday, March 29  
Souths on Chalmers 12-2pm
Babana Shed open Mon-Fri
(72 Renwick St, Redfern)
Contact: Mark Spinks 0411 282 917

VOLUNTEERS’ NEWS  
BY pAT CLARkE

Can you believe it’s March 
already? – end of daylight Saving, 
and Mardi Gras, with easter just 
around the corner.

Waste Not at Carriageworks is 
there until the end of this month. 
if you haven’t had a chance to see 

it yet, this is a fascinating insight 
into the life of a Chinese family, 
living through very hard times, and 
better ones, until recently. this is a 
free exhibition.

thank you volunteers for 
responding to our february circular, 
and hopefully most problems can be 
sorted out.

it’s time for me to say farewell as 

distribution Co‑ordinator. i’ve truly 
enjoyed my interaction with all 
of you – you are legends in the 
South Sydney community. i know 
i had a big job following in trevor’s 
tremendous networking skills and 
his commitment to the local area in 
all its diversity.

Goodbye also to Peter lonergan, 
a good friend of trevor’s who has 
decided to give up his longstanding 

SSH deliveries. thank you, Peter. 
Best wishes to Jennifer Jungheim, 
who sustained foot and ankle 
injuries after falling into an rtA 
pothole, but was still prepared to 
continue delivering.

the new distribution Co‑ordinator 
will be ross Smith, who many of you 
will know. ross has been delivering 
some 1,500 copies of the SSH 
every month, and is a well‑known 

community activist. if you have any 
problems or queries, please contact 
ross (distro@ssh.com.au).

With best wishes to you all for 
continued success of the SSH for 
many years to come..

.......................................................

pat Clarke 
Distribution Co‑ordinator 
patriciaaclarke@optusnet.com.au

Inner Sydney Regional Council for Social Development
An invitation for you to attend a free How to apply for Grants & Tenders 
Workshop facilitated by Keith Whelan.

This workshop is the 
ideal, practical guide to 
grant writing for any 
organisation seeking to 
attain funding by applying 
for grants or tenders. 
This workshop will provide 
valuable knowledge on a 
range of grants‑related 
topics: 

•  Public and Private Sector Grants – 
what is out there?

•  Visioning, Strategy, Methodology 
Project Planning & Project 
rationale 

•  Community Capacity Building & 
Sustainability 

•  Practical Grant Writing Tips, 
Budgets & Grant Jargon 

•  Acquittal of Funding & 
evaluation

Keith presently works liaising with 
all sectors for the community both 
public and private sector, sourcing 
grants and funding. 

Keith has consulted with local, 
State and federal Government as 
well as a number of not‑for‑profit 
organisations, charities, sporting 
clubs, environmental groups, 
businesses across Australia.

he presently teaches Grant 
Writing Workshops at the 
University of Sydney & Australian 
national University.

Wednesday April 17, 2013 
10am‑1.30pm  
redfern town hall,  
73 Pitt St, redfern

registration is free.  
Bookings are essential.

Contact Char Jones on 9698 7461 or  
char.jones@innersydneyrcsd.org.au

CANA Community Stories: What has Cana meant to you?
We are seeking stories from community members to include in our upcoming book on the spirit of 
Cana. You can choose a specific topic, journey, person, event or personal reflection.

Whether you were with one of our communities many years ago or are currently involved we would 
love to hear from you. We would like stories to be around 750 words, submitted via our email 
canacommunity@gmail.com, or you can post to Po Box 1651 Strawberry hills nSW 2012.  
deadline is March 31, 2013. if you have any queries at all please email.

Saturday Art Class
12-4pm Sat. March 9 & 23

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St, Waterloo

ALL WELCOME!
All materials provided

Gold coin donation  Ph. 0438 719 470

Print by Naomi Ward (2012)
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Rovers back in action

A rosy year for 
Rabbitohs

Perry JoHnstone

TO The true rugby league tragic, 
summer is the most boring time 
of the year – no footy, no pies, no 
yelling at the refs!

For the tragics at the Alexandria 
Rovers, the torment is over, as 
the club has started pre- season 
training in preparation for season 
2013 at the green, green grass of 
Erskineville Oval. The first few 
sessions, to an outsider, might seem 
like chaos, with people running 
around everywhere, trying to ask 
the new kids how old they are, 
where are mum and dad standing, 
and so on.

Season 2013 promises to be a 
big year for the most successful 
and biggest sporting club of the 
inner city. Our club turns 65, and 

whilst that is retirement age for 
most of us, the club is going from 
strength to strength. 

At the recent league game in 
Brisbane, played between the 
NRL All-Stars and the Indigenous 
Dream Time team, the Rovers were 
represented by boom South Sydney 
rookie half back Adam Reynolds 
in the All-Stars team. We were 
also represented in the Indigenous 
team by Reece Robinson from the 
Canberra Raiders who scored three 
tries in the game, becoming the 
first player in the game’s history to 
score a hat trick of tries. Not bad for 
two young boys who both grew up 
in Waterloo.

Everyone at our club is a 
volunteer, and like all community 
clubs, it’s the goodwill of the 
volunteers who give up their time 
for the kids to play who make 

a difference.
Our club needs help in season 

2013, from coaches to trainers to 
managers, to cooks on the barbecue 
and to kind-hearted community 
businesses sponsoring their local 
community teams. There is a role 
everyone can play, no matter how 
big or small. You don’t even need to 
be a footy tragic to help out.

If anyone is keen to get on board the 
Rovers Express in 2013, then check 
out our club’s official website for 
further info: www.alexandriarovers.
com.au/. 

Registration is now open as we 
gear up for the start of the season in 
April (the first weekend after Easter).

Best wishes to all SSH readers 
in 2013.  S

Perry Johnstone is the Hon. Secretary of 

Alexandria Rovers JRLFC Inc.

miCHAel PAge

wAKe Me up, I’m dreaming! The 
rabbitohs are starting the season as 
one of the premiership favourites. 

While the team on paper will 
get much of the credit, it’s the 
confidence and straightforward 
approach of coach Maguire that 
impresses many. In just his second 
year of NRL coaching Maguire has 
shown that he is approachable, 
tough and focussed. He has 
looked hard at the South Sydney 
entourage and has come up with 
an uncomplicated game plan 
where timing and discipline are 
paramount. It’s an approach that 
suits this large and powerful team.

At 109kg and displaying sublime 
skills, the scarily committed Greg 

Inglis looks set for a super season 
with many people predicting the 
Kempsey-born Queenslander as 
the 2013 player of the year.  

In 2012 John Sutton displayed 
an important ingredient that 
was lacking in previous years – 
consistency. Although still the 
NRL’s largest and most unlikely 
five-eighth, his combination with 
Inglis and his commitment to take 
on an increased workload and the 
opposition defences has made a 
huge difference to this team. 

Souths’ 2012 season unofficially 
died when Adam Reynolds’ 
hamstring snapped in the 
penultimate game, demonstrating 
how pivotal this skilful and 
thoughtful half is to this team. And 
with Luke Keary, a very smart and 
highly regarded half, coming up 

call 9310 7711 a $2 delivery fee is payable for orders under $25

Take away wood-fire pizzas
Sensational

come in and take advantage of our fantastic specials
 FREE  

DELIVERY 
Orders over $25

$10 traditional 
regular pizzas! 

Pick-up only

 $7 pasta – 
takeaway 
– or two for $10 

Pick-up only

9 Botany Road, Waterloo

this year from the Under 20s, there 
will now be some options should 
another injury befall Reynolds. 

The awesome foursome, aka 
the Burgi Bruise Brothers, will get 
plenty of publicity this year. Sam in 
particular seems to find the camera 
wherever he goes. However, with 
the injury to Luke Burgess, the 
media dream of all four playing in 
the one game seems a long way off. 
George seems to have lost the puppy 
fat of his first couple of years and 
this now rangy monster appears 
ready to make some dents in the 
defence lines at first-grade level.

The signing of Ben Teo should 
more than adequately cover 
the loss of Dave Taylor. Teo 

knows how to tackle and also 
runs good lines in attack.

Our centres seem to be our 
weak area. The prodigal son Beau 
Champion has returned, but as 
willing and red-and-green as Beau 
is, he is not the sort of centre who 
will elude the defence too often.

Dylan Farrell has skills but lacks 
consistency. He has shown that he 
is an intelligent footballer with a 
skilful passing and kicking game but 
he needs to take his game to a new 
level to avoid the emerging Dylan 
Walker, Tyrone Phillips and Mitch 
Bucket (is that pronounced “Bou-
quet”?) pressing for his spot. Even 
with the sad loss of the immensely 
talented but erratic James Roberts, 

the future looks rosy, with the astute 
work of recruitment manager Mark 
Hughes et al already bearing fruit.

Last year the SSH fearlessly 
predicted that Souths would finish 
sixth and we were pleasantly 
surprised when they came in 
third. This year we make the even 
braver prediction that Souths 
will be in a Grand Final for the 
first time in 42 years and finish 
a gallant second to the very 
good Melbourne Storm team.

Hopefully, with red and green 
streamers flying all over this town, 
a groundswell of support will again 
nudge this team beyond predictions 
and give us the hugest of pleasant 
surprises in 2013. S

Mick and Sean enjoy the excitement of Return to Redfern on February 9. The Rabbitohs 

defeated the Papua New Guinea Residents XIII 38-12.     Photo: Andrew Collis 
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