
ANDREW COLLIS

THE Living in Harmony festival 
saw colourful multicultural 
community events throughout 
March. Local highlights included 
Breaking Bread (March 10-12) at 
the Redfern Community Centre 
(an evening of discussion, damper 
and Jewish challah-bread making 
workshops), and the Just Say Hi 
film launch in Glebe (March 12), 
a moving documentary featuring 
local community groups – with 
a sound-score by Sydney Choirs 
and members of the public. 

Aspire to Harmony in Green 
Square (March 19) – in conjunction 
with the Green Square Markets – saw 
communities from Redfern, Waterloo, 
Zetland, Beaconsfield, Alexandria 
and Rosebery gather at Joynton 
Park to share cultural traditions 
and aspirations through a variety of 
engaging and fun activities, including 
origami, dance and slam poetry.

Organised by the Rotary Club 
of South Sydney, the day had 
something for everyone. Aunty 
Millie Ingram gave the Welcome 

to Country. The main stage hosted 
Animal Tai Chi, Owlkeyme Arts 
(dancing and singing), performers 
from South Sydney Community 
Aid (SSCA), Belly Dancers and 
the Suara Indonesia Dance 
Group from Dulwich Hill.

Bill Yan, EO of SSCA, said: 
“Our Lok Wan Cantonese Opera 
and Dancing Group entertained the 
crowd in their beautiful costumes 
... they performed a Chinese New 
Year song and a Welcoming the 
Spring dance ... we were also 
happy to see all other communities 
celebrating the day. What a great 
diverse community we have!”

Australia is one of the most 
culturally diverse nations in the 
world and most Australians think 
multiculturalism has been good 
for us. Red Cross took the occasion 
of Harmony Day (March 21) as an 
opportunity to make five practical 
suggestions toward welcoming 
migrants, refugees and people 
seeking asylum: (1) Read up on 
the facts – help dispel some of the 
myths about refugees and people 
seeking asylum; (2) Invite a guest 
speaker – ask a refugee or migrant to 

share their story with your school or 
community group. In many states/
territories, organisations like Red 
Cross offer resources or speakers 
to help you organise this; (3) Be a 
workplace mentor – offer mentoring 
or volunteer opportunities to a 
refugee or person seeking asylum 
who is struggling to find a job; (4) 
Help someone get an education – ask 
a school or university to support a 
refugee or person seeking asylum 
who wants to study but has limited 
financial resources. Support could 
include fees, uniforms, or books; 
(5) Volunteer – offer your skills 
to an organisation that is helping 
refugees, people seeking asylum 
and other vulnerable migrants.

Judy Slatyer, CEO of Australian 
Red Cross, said: “Each of us has a 
responsibility to help create a more 
harmonious and accepting society. 
Our communities are stronger 
when we understand the stories, 
motivations and hopes of those we 
live alongside; when we recognise 
what connects us, not what separates 
us. This is what Harmony Day is 
all about. We think it should be 
Harmony Day every day.”  S

VANESSA KNIGHT

ON March 20 the third Alexandria 
Sunday Fun Day was held at 
Alexandria Park. Organised by 
a group of committed residents, 
with the support of the Alexandria 
Residents Action Group (ARAG), 
it was an amazing event with over 
40 local businesses participating.

The fair was opened with a warm 
Welcome to Country delivered 
by Charles “Chikka” Madden, a 
respected elder of the Gadigal people 
and proud Alexandria resident.

Lord Mayor Clover Moore 
congratulated the organising 
committee on all their hard work, 
but also warned of the imminent 
threat posed by WestConnex – the 
toll road that will push tens of 
thousands of cars into Alexandria’s 
already crowded streets.

People and their pets were 
encouraged to enjoy the jumping 
castles and rides, the amazing 
stalls, and the delicious food at 
the ARAG barbecue, Olivas Tapas 
and the Little Hopper coffee cart.

The craft and face painting in 
the Bunnings’ 
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interaction, inclusion and care. 
We want and hope to continue to 
contribute to the community well 
into the future,” Ms Sequeira said.

Manager Peter Ince thanked 
volunteers from Redfern (FDN’s 
former premises) and Botany. 
“To those who did come over 
and to the new recruits who have 
joined our ranks this year I say 
thank you for your dedication and 
commitment to our wonderful 
cause,” he said. “It was important 
to retain the current client numbers 
and to increase our clientele over 
the autumn and winter months. 
This has been achieved through 
mailbox drops and liaising with 
external agencies … FDN currently 
services in excess of 270 clients.”

Mr Ince, too, spoke about the 
onset of the NDIS. “This should be 
a conduit for making sure that the 
organisation is ready and, more 

importantly, is fully equipped 
and able to meet the stringent 
requirements of the scheme. It 
will also help to place us at the 
forefront of like services so that we 
are the premier and most attractive 
choice for all clients to receive 
their fresh produce,” he said.

One client made particular 
mention of FDN’s revamped 
bi-monthly newsletter which features 
good nutritional advice, interesting 
and easy to prepare recipes, an 
absorbing quiz and “excellent jokes”.

Guest speaker Kelly Smith 
highlighted the shared values 
and concerns of the partner 
organisations. Secondbite and FDN 
are committed to providing a healthy 
variety of fruit and vegetables to 
those in need. Both see the value of 
home visits and social interaction for 
those with mobility or other issues. 
Both seek to reduce food waste. 

NSW produces 800,000 tonnes of 
food waste each year ($12 billion 
worth of waste according to www.
lovefoodhatewaste.nsw.gov.au).

Attendees were encouraged to 
think creatively about their use of 
the fruit and vegies in a typical box 
from FDN. Suggestions included 
salads, sandwiches, roasts, stir fries, 
soups and smoothies. Ms Smith 
assured the meeting that fruit and 
vegies could be stored safely for 
many days, “brown spots” removed 
as necessary, and “limp” vegies 
used to make soup or freshened-up 
in a bowl of cold water. “Fruits and 
vegetables won’t ever make you sick 
unless they’re mouldy,” she said.

The AGM concluded with 
refreshments, tea and coffee. S 

For more information or enquiries about 

sponsorship and volunteering contact 

Peter Ince: manager@fdn.org.au

FDN Manager Peter Ince presents his report to the AGM   Photo: Kat Hines

ANDREW COLLIS

BOTANY: THE Food Distribution 
Network (FDN) held its Annual 
General Meeting on Wednesday 
October 29. The guest speaker 
for the meeting was Kelly Smith, 
Nutrition Programs Co-ordinator for 
Secondbite, with whom FDN shares 
premises in Margate Street, Botany.

The AGM was attended by staff, 
Management Committee members, 
clients, volunteers and supporters. 
All expressed commitment to FDN’s 
values and objectives – the care and 
wellbeing of people who are aged 
or frail or living with a disability.

Phyllis Sequeira, FDN President, 
spoke of challenges ahead in relation 
to the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS). “We are currently 
in the process of completing an 
application for Disability Service 
Standards Accreditation,” she 
said. “Achievement of the Home 
And Community Care (HACC) 
standards and the Disability Service 
Standards will put us in a good 
position to be eligible for ongoing 
government funding, as well as 
ensure that we are continually 
reviewing and improving our 
systems and operational processes 
in line with best practice.”

Under the NDIS, clients with 
a disability will be allocated 
funding packages directly, and 
organisations like FDN will have 
to compete to provide services. 
“We understand that transitional 
funding will be available to us until 
June 2016,” Ms Sequeira said. 

The FDN Management 
Committee has been exploring 
various marketing initiatives, 
started to identify alternative 
funding sources and partnerships 
and has commenced applying for 
community grants. An updated 
three-year Strategic Plan has been 
published at www.fdn.org.

“Feedback from our clients 
indicates that they continue to find 
our offering unique and valuable to 
their diet, overall health and social 
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MARIE HEALY

THERE has been a lot of press 
about health spending being 
unsustainable. This has led to 
several attacks on primary care 
which would most affect those 
on low incomes – the co-payment 
bid, the freeze on Medicare 
rebates and now the threat of 
co-payments for pathology testing.

I am in two minds about paying a 
gap for pathology tests. I see a wide 
spectrum of patients. Those with 
chronic conditions, or on certain 
medications that require frequent 
monitoring, should not be burdened 
by extra fees. But I also see many 
patients who request tests that I 
consider not really necessary or 
appropriate. Some doctors will 
order tests to keep the patient 
happy, or for medico-legal reasons, 
but this is not good practice.

Health care providers 
(doctors, nurses, natural health 
practitioners etc) and health 
consumers all have a part to 
play in considering the cost and 
appropriateness of investigations. 

Medicare rebates do not apply 
to tests which are not clinically 
indicated; a private fee applies. 
Performing multiple investigations 
without considering the limitations 
and usefulness of the tests can 
do more harm than good.

I have a standard approach - 
I take a history from the patient, 
perform a targeted examination, 
and discuss a strategy. This helps to 
address concerns, and can lead to 
deferring any tests. Many symptoms 
settle with time, but if they don’t, a 
review is certainly warranted (by 
your GP, not Dr Google!).  S

Dr Marie Healy is a GP with interests 

in aged and chronic care and health 

promotion. The advice in this column 

is general in nature, and reflects 

her personal and professional 

opinions; please see your GP for 

specific health advice regarding 

your individual circumstances.

tent was a great attraction for the 
littlies and the “crafty” at heart.

The dog events again proved 
very popular, with three categories 
including Best Dressed Dog and 
Most Loveable Rescue Mutt. Kim 
Knuckey, an Alexandria resident 
and local celebrity, emceed the fun, 
and the judges, Councillor Linda 
Scott and Michael Stephens from the 
Alexandria Vet Hospital, had a hard 
time choosing the category winners.

The Alexandria Park Community 
School Band performed a couple 
of jaunty numbers to entertain 
the crowd, and the Burnt Creek 
Deviation Band provided live 

music throughout the day.
The newly re-formed Alexandria 

Scouts were also in attendance 
in their smart uniforms, ready 
for action! The police, local fire 
brigade and SES were on hand 
to show their amazing vehicles 
and promote the work they do 
to keep the community safe.

The Blanket Trash & Treasure 
sale was a great success with over 
35 people taking part and selling all 
manner of clothes, household 
objects, furniture and toys.

Despite the rain, which cut short 
the afternoon festivities, it was a 
great day and everyone seemed to 
enjoy themselves.  S

A fun day in the park

Testing  
 times

Continued from page 1
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COMMENT
 

ROSS SMITH

THE following information 
about approval to return to a 
public housing property after 
redevelopment appeared on the 
NSW Department of Family and 
Community Services (FACS) 
website, dated February 22, 2016.

Approval to return to a property 
after redevelopment is subject 
to the following conditions.

If the properties on the site will be 
managed by FACS after redevelopment:

 �  The housing needs of the tenant and 
their household match the property 
characteristics of a property to be 
built at the site, and

 � There is no compelling operational 
or external reason why approval to 
return should not be granted.

If the properties on the site will be 
managed by a community housing 
provider after redevelopment:

 � The housing needs of the tenant and 
their household match the property 
characteristics of a property to be 
built at the site, and

 � The tenant agrees to become a 
tenant of the community housing 
provider, and

 � The tenant and their household are 
eligible for assistance under the 
policies of the community housing 
provider managing the properties, 
and

 �  There is no compelling 
operational or external reason 
why approval to return should not 
be granted.

The Minister for Social Housing, 
when announcing on December 
16, 2015, the redevelopment of the 
Waterloo Public Housing Estate, did 
not mention the above conditions 
for approval to return after 
redevelopment when he claimed that 
all current tenants would be able to 
return to the Waterloo Estate when 
the redevelopment was finished.

Neither did the minister mention 
the government’s Community 
Plus policy, that “redevelops 
Land and Housing Corporation 
sites throughout metropolitan 
Sydney and regional NSW and 
intends to harness the expertise 
and capacity of the private and 
not-for-profit sectors to deliver 
integrated communities and 
improved social outcomes”.

Furthermore, the minister did 
not mention exactly how many 
public housing properties, and 
the size/nature of them, would be 
available for the existing public 
housing tenants to come back to 
when the Waterloo Public Housing 
Estate redevelopment is finished.

The question arises: when, if 
ever, will the Minister for Social 
Housing fill in the gaps he created 
on December 16 when he announced 
the redevelopment of the Waterloo 
Public Housing Estate?  S

References: 

www.housingpathways.nsw.gov.au/

additional-information/policiestenancy-

policy-supplement  

www.communitiesplus.com.au 

Unanswered questions 
on housing
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Indicative artist impression, subject 
to change and subject to approvals.

Stay updated and contribute 
to the latest plans for North Eveleigh
Learn about the most recent plans for new homes, open space,  
community facilities and housing at North Eveleigh, near 
Carriageworks. Give us your ideas on the design for a new park, 
public art, community uses for the Clothing Store and locally 
significant names for places and streets.

This consultation on North Eveleigh closes on 17 April 2016

To find out more about Central to Eveleigh:   Visit centraltoeveleigh.com.au    Email c2e@urbangrowth.nsw.gov.au    Call 1800 756 953

Get involved online centraltoeveleigh.com.au
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PUTTING children in charge 
of technology is at the heart of 
Little Makers Club, an exciting 
new program launched in 
Sydney this year. Little Makers 
Clubs give primary school-aged 
children hands-on experience 
building their own electronic 
projects such as sound-activated 
lamps and racing cars.

Julian Lee, founder of Little 
Makers Club, said that the clubs 
aim to ensure Australia remains 
innovative by providing children 
with a really positive experience in 
science and technology early in life. 
Newtown Public School student, 
Grace, said that she likes Little 
Makers Club because, “Usually it is 
adults who get to invent things, but 
in the Club we get to invent things.”

A recent report from international 
accounting firm Price Waterhouse 
Coopers, “Making STEM a Primary 
Priority”, found that creating a 
science, technology, engineering 
and maths (STEM) mindset 
in children at a young age is 
critical because, in most jobs, the 
digital world has taken over.

To create this mindset, Little 
Makers Clubs provide scope to learn 
through experimentation and play. 
They use electronic pieces that are 
attractive, colour coded and snap 
together magnetically. Jamie, also 
at Newtown Public School, said that 
the pieces “are amazing, because 
anybody can use them and now we 
can do electronics already. What we 
are making is just like what we use in 
the house, but with bigger circuits.”

As there are electronics inside 

many everyday objects, Julian Lee 
believes that by understanding what 
is inside and recreating these objects 
for themselves, children can grow 
up to be inquisitive and discerning 
users of technology – not just 
passive consumers of technology.

“This is an extension of the 
DIY movement, where we become 
creators of our own objects and 
tools. It’s more beautiful, rustic, 
tailored and individual. What the 

children produce is unique and 
amazingly inventive,” Mr Lee said.

By working with children’s 
natural curiosity and creativity, 
and having put a strong art and 
design element into the program, 
Mr Lee hopes to inspire children 
to find their passion in life. 

“By giving them the chance to 
explore and play with electronics in 
a design context, we give them the 
opportunity to discover their passion. 

Apple is a stand-out example of what 
happens when great technology 
and great design come together.”

As the father of two young 
girls, Mr Lee also has an interest 
in ensuring that girls and under-
represented segments of the 
community participate in the 
program.  S

www.braincrank.info 

Julian Lee: 0403 013 366

Learning through experimentation and play

VENDOR PROFILE
RACHEL T.

SAMUEL CLARKE

RACHEL joined the Big Issue 
close to a year ago now and has 
been selling at Pyrmont.

I love the Big Issue, it gives me 
something. Instead of just being 
depressed and staying in my room, 
even though I might not sell many 

magazines, saying hello to someone 
gives me that sense of community. 
When you are on that corner it is real.

The Big Issue has helped me a lot, 
even on a personal level. Just knowing 
that the staff are in the office and I 
can come in and just say hello helps 
a lot. It has given me the inspiration 
to go to uni where I am studying for 
a Bachelor of Arts in Management. 
I’ve nearly finished the first semester. 

When I finish my course I would 
love to get into tour management. 
That would be my ultimate goal. 

I am a mother of four: Haden, 
Tyrone, Jasmine and Orion. I am so 
proud of them. They have seen so 
much of this world and they still get 
up each day and smile. That to me is 
amazing. They just amaze me, I’m 
very happy to have them in my life.

The last few years have been tough 
on us. All I ever wanted was one little 

home where my children could grow 
up and get a stable education but that 
turned into hotels and homelessness.

I had some health issues. At 
one stage my body didn’t like the 
environment it was in and it shut 
down. I couldn’t walk, I couldn’t talk. 
I was very frustrated and angry with 
a lot of things. Eventually I decided 
I needed to get away from the bad 
environment and start on my own.

It’s hard being without my 
kids but I still talk to them. 
It’s not the same though.

When I look back on where I was 
then and where I am now it’s so much 
better. Even though it might be a bit 
lonely it’s much better. I’ve learnt a 
lot about myself over the last year.

Thank you to all of those people 
who help me by buying a magazine or 
stopping to chat. You help make every 
day amazing.  S

If you or anyone you know could benefit 

from becoming a vendor for The Big Issue, 

please contact the Sydney office for 

more information:  

125-127 Little Eveleigh St. Redfern; 

phone 8332 7200;  

email sydney@bigissue.org.au

The Big Issue is Australia’s leading 
social enterprise. It is an independent, 
not for‑profit organisation that 
develops solutions to help homeless, 
disadvantaged and marginalised people 
positively change their lives. The Big 
Issue magazine is published fortnightly 
and sold on the streets by vendors who 
purchase copies for $3 and sell them 
for $6, keeping the difference.

To find out more visit: 
www.thebigissue.org.au Rachel T.   Photo: Peter Holcroft

Julian Lee with Genevieve Jackson, Grace Irvine-Wales and Jamie Irvine   Photo: Bec Lewis

N E W S      3April 2016



REDFERN'S NEWEST MEDICAL CENTRE

7-9 Gibbons Street (Opposite Redfern Train Station) www.citydoc.com.au

Expertise.  
Service.  
Care.  
Community.  
We get it.

Call us on  

(02) 8399 5320  
or just walk in.

Your Health – Your Choice

Beyond our responsibility for providing 
clinical and curative services, we believe 
our role extends to empowering you to 
exercise more control over your health. 
We consider it is our duty to provide 
you with information that will help 
you make an informed choice about 
your healthcare. Our services cover 
all aspects of primary care, including 
treatment of acute and chronic 
conditions, preventive medicine, 
pap smears, contraceptive implant 
insertion/removal, skin checks, mole 
removal, antenatal and pediatric 
care, childhood immunizations, 
minor surgery, ECGs, travel advice, 
vaccinations and sexual health checks.

We are your partners

"Patients First" is our reason for being 
and the focus of all our activities. 
Here at Citydoc Medical Centre you 
will discover that you have a partner 
who will assist you to accept more 
responsibility and be more active in 
the choices you make in your health 
and lifestyle decisions so that you 
may achieve optimal health and enjoy 
life to its full potential. As dedicated 
partners in your healthcare team our 
physicians and staff understand their 
responsibility to provide you with the 
best advice in your choice of preventing 
and managing illness. Our team who 
have years of experience, knowledge 
and expertise recognize the need 
to keep abreast of the advances in 
healthcare, so that we may provide 
you with the best choices.

All Under One Roof

Bringing together most of the primary 
health care and ancillary services that 
you may require, Citydoc Medical 
Centre provides a coordinated and 
enhanced healthcare experience.

Male and female doctors • Physiotherapist 
Psychologist • Chiropractor

100% BULK BILLING

FREE flu vaccinations now available



Bujari gamarruwa!
GAI SMITH

REDFERN: Bujari gamarruwa means 
“good day” in the Gadigal language, 
and Andrew Craig, Community 
Engagement Coordinator at City 
of Sydney, taught a crowd of 
school children and lots of locals 
and visiting dignitaries how to 
say it – accent on the second 
syllable in both words. The 
occasion was the installation of 
new signs in recently refurbished 
Reconciliation Park on March 10. 

As part of its Reconciliation 
Action Plan, the City of Sydney is 
committed to acknowledging the 
traditional owners, the Gadigal, and 
reawakening the Aboriginal language 
of Sydney. Acknowledgement of 
Country will now be included in park 
signage throughout the council area.

Reconciliation Park, bounded by 
George, James and Pitt streets, was 
opened in August 1998 by the then 
Mayor of South Sydney, Vic Smith. 
There had been a competition to 
name the park, and three people 
independently chose that name 
because in Redfern the need for 
justice for Aboriginal people has long 
been close to people’s hearts. The 
mural at the western end of the park, 
with its Aboriginal theme, won the 

Sulman award in 1984. On March 
10, 2016 Lord Mayor Clover Moore 
affirmed the continuing importance 
of recognition and respect for the 
traditional custodians of this land 
and inaugurated the new signage.

Uncle “Chicka” Madden welcomed 
us to country, and while Uncle 
Max Eulo performed the smoking 
ceremony, members of the Yaama 
dancers put ochre on the hands of the 
school children. There were dances 
by boys from Jarjum College, led by 
Terry Olsen, and girls led by Andrea 
Adidi from Saibai Island. Josh Staines 

was musician for the Yaama dancers, 
who finished their act by getting 
everyone to join in the seagull dance. 
Aaliyah Haumono from Darlington 
Public School sang, and then children 
from Alexandria Park and Mount 
Carmel schools helped council staff 
attach the signs to their supports. 

The signs say, “Bujari gamarruwa 
– Welcome to Reconciliation Park 
– You are on Gadigal Country”, and 
on the other side the story of the 
reconciliation movement is told, with 
a photo of Paul Keating making the 
Redfern Park Statement.  S

Lord Mayor Clover Moore, Uncle Max Eulo and local children at Reconciliation Park   Photo: City of Sydney

University honours ANZACs
SPONSORED

MICHAEL SPENCE

ON ANZAC Day, the University 
will hold a dawn service, as we 
always do, at the Memorial beneath 
the Carillon in the Quadrangle.

In 1914, when World War I began, 
the University had fewer than two 
hundred staff and only just over 
1600 students. By the end of the 
First World War, 230 of them were 
dead, and many more wounded.

Their names are listed on the 
honour board that we, who work 
here and who study here, walk past 
every day. Sometime I pause to reflect 
how, like us, they rushed – clutching 
their books and notebooks – across 
this quadrangle, dashing beneath 
the clock tower, to their lectures. 

More than 100 members of the 
University community – students, staff 
and graduates – landed at Gallipoli on 
April 25, 1915. Hundreds more were 
to follow. By the end of that first day, 
Corporal Fred Skevington, an arts 
student, would be dead. He was 21 
years old. His body was never found.

His war record states:
Witness saw him about 2 o’clock 

on 25th April. He was standing 
on a ridge, calling his men who 
were lying down firing. The enemy 
brought reinforcement and we had 
to retire half a mile. When the roll 
was called for the first time after 
the landing on April 28, his name 
was not answered … He was a 
religious chap and very well liked.

Another of his men reported 
that Fred Skevington: 

Was killed on night of April 
25 by bullet instantly. Was 
four men off from me. Never 
moved.  We had to leave him 
about one mile in front of us.

Somewhere nearby, Lance-Corporal 
Ernest Moore, an economics graduate 
aged 27, Sergeant Major Donald 
MacGregor, an arts and science 

graduate aged 28, and Lieutenant 
Muir Smith, a 25-year-old signalling 
officer with a bachelor of medicine 
from the University, also died that day. 
Royston May, 20 years old, a second-
year medical student, was mortally 
wounded. He died three weeks later.

 Like Fred Skevington, Henry 
Normand MacLaurin enlisted at the 
outbreak of war. The University’s 
MacLaurin Hall is named after 
his father, who was Chancellor 
of our University. Colonel Henry 
MacLaurin, promoted after his 
death to Brigadier General, was 
36 years old when he landed at 
Anzac Cove with the 1st Battalion. 
He was, at that time, the youngest 
brigade commander at Gallipoli.

Just two days after landing at Anzac 
Cove, he was in the act of warning 
his soldiers to keep under cover when 
he was shot dead by a sniper. Unlike 
his father, Henry MacLaurin did not 
live to have a building named after 
him, but the ridge where he died, 
felled by a single bullet, is known 
to this day as MacLaurin Hill.

Six weeks before his death, 
Henry, who was a barrister, wrote 
from his base in Cairo to a judge 
in Sydney. The University has a 
copy of the letter in its collection.

The final paragraph 
reads as follows:

Young Street is quite well 
again, and is doing duty with his 
Battalion, so there is no need for 
his father to be anxious. Goodbye.

The “Young Street” that Henry 
MacLaurin referred to in his letter 
was most likely Lieutenant Laurence 
Whistler Street, son of then Chief 
Justice and in his second year of 
law, here at the University. Laurence 
died on May 19, 1915, aged 21.

“Young Street” could also have 
been Geoffrey Austin Street, cousin 
of Laurence, also in his second year 
of law and also aged 21. He served in 
MacLaurin’s own Battalion. Geoffrey 
survived the War and was awarded 
the Military Cross. He went on to have 
a successful career as a politician. 
At the time of his death, in 1940, 
he was minister for defence and 
army in the Menzies government.

Of course, by that time, 25 years 
after his cousin’s death, Australia 
was again at war. The First World 
War – the war to end all wars 
– had not achieved its aim.

One hundred and one years after 
that first ANZAC Day, we reflect on 
the sacrifice of all who have died 
in war, and we hold in our hearts 
that hope that there will come a 
day that war will end, and this 
will truly never happen again.

You can find out more at 
beyond1914.sydney.edu.au. 
We welcome contributions from 
anyone who has further information 
about members of the University 
community involved in the First 
World War.  S

 

Authorised by Michael Spence, 

Vice‑Chancellor of the University of Sydney.  

Contact Details – Security & After Hours: 

1800 063 487 (24/7).  

Enquiries: 9114 0523;  

local.community@sydney.edu.au.

Corporal Frederick Skevington    
Photo: University of Sydney Archives

Save Medicare
Healthcare plays a vital role in our community. 
It’s not just about families visiting the GP, looking 
after people with special needs or even our top 
local athletes getting help with injuries – our local 
area is also home to many research and specialist 
organisations. But time and time again under both 
the Abbott and Turnbull governments, we see these 
important health services under attack. First it was 
the $7 GP tax, then it was the decision to cut bulk 
billing for pathology tests. Now, in the lead up to 
the Federal election, we are seeing another push to 
privatise our public health care system – Medicare.

The idea of privatising Medicare’s functions 
was first proposed soon after the 2013 
election by Tony Abbott’s hand-picked 
Commission of Audit, the same body which 
also proposed the disastrous GP Tax.

However, recently we learned – thanks to the 
work of a Senate Estimates committee – that the 
Government has been working for 18 months on 
former Health Minister Peter Dutton’s “commercial 
possibilities” for private companies to operate 
Medicare’s payments system. Not only that, but 
we also discovered that a $5 million-20 person 
taskforce in the Health Department had progressed 
this privatisation project to the point that these 
private companies were expected to apply to 
operate the system within a couple of weeks.

The Government suggests that it is just “digitising” 
the Medicare payments system. But what mining 
Medicare for its “commercial possibilities” really 
means is that the Government wants important 
functions of our public health care system 
handed to commercial interests. We believe 
this is against patients’ interests, and potentially 
jeopardises the privacy of health information 
about every Australian. It would also threaten 
the jobs of 1,400 staff around Australia. 

This Government, after failing in first two years 
to kill Medicare, clearly wants to spend 2016 trying 
to sell it. 

The Labor Party will oppose this all the way. Labor 
created Medicare 30 years ago because we believed 
that good, affordable public healthcare is the right 
of all Australians, whatever their economic or social 
status or wherever they live, and that Medicare was 
the way to achieve this. Medicare is the envy of 
countries around the world. We will be defending 
and supporting Medicare at the election because 
it is a fair, efficient and accessible health system. 

You can show your support for Medicare by 
heading to: www.savemedicare.org.au

Tanya
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Treaty – the way forward
ERIN LINKS & ANDREW COLLIS

REDFERN: On Monday March 14 the 
Men Speak Out for Treaty forum 
was held at Redfern Community 
Centre, organised by the Stop the 
Intervention Collective Sydney. The 
forum was a complement to the 
Women Speak Out for Treaty forum 
held in Redfern in March 2015, 
and was facilitated by journalist 
and filmmaker Jeff McMullen.

Following the Welcome to Country 
by Aunty Millie Ingram, Wiri man 
and barrister Tony McAvoy SC 
started the forum by discussing the 
need for a treaty to build a better 
future for Indigenous Australians. 
He stated that a crucial component 
would be a National Assembly of 
First Nations, which could provide a 
framework for self-determination to 
be enacted at a local level. He cited 
the Victorian government’s recent 
announcement of its willingness 
to work towards a treaty with 
Indigenous Victorians as a positive 
step, but asserted that a treaty on 
a national level was necessary to 
empower all Indigenous Australians 
to “stand on their own land with 
their ancestors” and “prosper 
culturally and spiritually”.

Terry Mason, Awabakal man 
and chair of the National Tertiary 
Education Union’s Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Policy 
Committee, also commented on 
Victoria as an example of the 
need for community consultation. 
He noted that the federal 
government's continuous failure 
to prioritise Indigenous voices 

has engendered distrust amongst 
Indigenous communities. “The 
treaty preference is rarely mentioned 
in government consultation 
meetings, but there is much more 
support for a treaty than Recognise 
[constitutional recognition] 
in communities,” he said.

A major theme of the forum was 
the need to go beyond constitutional 
recognition and maintain pressure 
for a treaty. Narungga elder and 
Aboriginal advocate Tauto Sansbury 
highlighted how recognition 
of Indigenous people in South 
Australia’s constitution had failed 
to protect Indigenous rights, 
particularly against the interests of 
mining companies. He echoed the 
other speakers in calling for the 
government to move beyond rhetoric 
and engage in consultation with 
actual Indigenous communities, 
stating, “I’m passionate about 
sovereignty” and “if you’re not at 
the table you’re on the menu”. 

Yolngu Nations Assembly 
spokesperson Yingiya Mark Guyula 
also emphasised the continuity of 
colonialism in Australia, particularly 
given the abuses of Indigenous 
rights that have occurred under the 
Northern Territory Intervention. He 
contrasted the destructive impacts of 
Western law with the effectiveness of 
Indigenous customary law systems, 
indicting a process of colonisation 
that “must be halted”. He gave 
examples of high suicide rates, 
domestic violence and poor health 
outcomes as impacts of colonisation 
requiring redress through a treaty.

The final speaker was Dr Chris 
Sarra, a Gurang Gurang man and 

founder of the Stronger Smarter 
Institute. He said that if Australia 
were to become a republic, 
negotiation of a treaty between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Australians would be required. 
He also argued that a treaty was 
necessary to acknowledge the 
atrocities caused by colonialism 
both past and present, and to 

provide a way for all Australians 
to “move beyond the lie and step 
into a more honourable future”.

The speeches were followed by 
more than an hour of impassioned 
discussion involving various 
members of the local Indigenous 
community. Many of the perspectives 
raised related to mistrust of the 
government and lack of confidence in 

the consultation processes, the long 
history of resistance to colonisation, 
and demands for a treaty. 

The forum demonstrated that while 
there will be challenges, a treaty 
would be the best mechanism for 
acknowledgement and protection of 
Indigenous people’s sovereign rights 
and therefore remains of the utmost 
importance for Australia’s future.  S

Speaking out (L to R): Tony McAvoy SC, Terry Mason, Tauto Sansbury, Yingiya Mark Guyula, and Dr Chris Sarra   Photo: Claire Mahjoub

There are over 6,000 Aboriginal children and young people in out-of-home care in NSW. These children and young 
people need nurturing foster parents who can help guide, mentor and ensure their culture and identity are maintained. 

Contact us today and find out how you can make a difference in a child’s life. 
newcarers@kari.org.au  •  (02) 8782 0300  •  www.kari.org.au

PEOPLE SAY ‘THEY ARE SO LUCKY TO HAVE YOU’.
THE TRUTH IS, IT’S ME WHO IS LUCKY TO HAVE THEM.
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The Dogs Don’t Work – 
Time to repeal the use of 
drug detection dogs
At a community forum in Redfern in December 2014, I made a 
commitment that if elected as the Member for Newtown, I would 
introduce a bill to repeal the drug dog detection police powers 
in NSW. We made good on that promise and the Bill is due to be 
debated in May.

You can find my speech introducing the Bill here:  
www.jennyleong.org/sniffer_dogs 

This program is a classic example of the NSW Government 
pumping public money into a program that doesn’t work, 
simply so that they can look tough in the ‘war on drugs’.

The program returns a large number of ‘false positives’. 
This means that around three-quarters of the time people 
are subjected to intrusive public searches, without a 
warrant, despite the fact that they are not carrying any 
drugs and had done nothing wrong. 

As far back as 2006 the NSW Ombudsman recommended the 
immediate end to the program, which was introduced under 
the former NSW Labor Government. Many health, justice, and 
legal experts have expressed serious concerns at the impact this 
ineffective program has on people’s rights and civil liberties.

Outrageously for a supposedly state-wide program, the program 
blatantly targets particular communities. Data obtained by Greens 
NSW MP David Shoebridge showed that you are six and a half 
times more likely to be searched by a sniffer dog at Redfern 
train station than at Central – even though searches at 
Redfern are less likely to result in drugs being found. 

But this wouldn’t be news to people living around Redfern.

As we know, Redfern is an area with a strong and proud 
connection with Sydney’s Aboriginal community – who have 
consistently faced the brunt of over-policing and disproportionate 
law and order agendas.

It is also home to a high proportion of young people and students 
and Redfern station is used by many who live in nearby public 
and community housing – all of which are more likely to struggle 
to find the resources to fight state-sanctioned harassment and 
intimidation.

In our view, governments should not be using police to 
inflict intimidating practices on citizens for political means 
– or to advance a specific political agenda. 

We need to see a commitment to evidence-based, community 
policing in NSW – where the police are a public service, NOT 
a force with extraordinary powers. We need to see an end to 
the failed ‘war on drugs’ approach, moving instead towards a 
strengthened harm minimisation approach to drugs.

Do you have a story to share about your experience of 
these warrantless searches happening at train stations 
or in local pubs? Contact our office if you do.

Regards,

 
Jenny Leong MP

Can we help? 
If you are concerned about a local issue or office can assist you 
with a specific matter, please get in touch.

Jenny Leong MP 
S T A T E  M E M B E R  
F O R  N E W T O W NLessons from history of Waterloo

New active recreational space needed 
GLEN BURGE

IN the slums of Rio de Janerio 
there were spaces to play created 
for children to kick or throw a ball 
around. Somewhere to meet and 
laugh, make friends and get fit. 
Sure, it may be a harsh concrete 
surface, caged in by a rusty 
fence on the top of a crumbling 
building, but it is a space to 
play – even in the favelas.

 
Now compare that to the future 

we face living in the City of Sydney.
Dozens of cranes are adding the 

next 60-80 metres high towers of 
two- and three-bedroom apartments 
from Ultimo-Pyrmont through to 
Green Square. Soon there will be 
60 hectares of development in the 
prized Bays Precinct, and then the 
huge Central to Eveleigh project.

The failure to guarantee new 
sporting facilities as a fundamental 
principle of the major new housing 

projects in the City of Sydney is an 
extraordinary failure of leadership 
from Council, the state government 
and its development agencies.

There are thousands of pages of 
academic research on the importance 
of active recreational sport for 
creating social capital – through 
to the irrefutable health studies of 
how exercise is critical to wellbeing 
and to reducing health budgets.

For every 10,000 new residents in 
the new apartments, at least 40 per 
cent will want sporting facilities.

 City of Sydney’s past 20 years 
is littered with examples of the 
failure to provide new fields and 
other basic infrastructure to ensure 
a healthy and vibrant community. 
At Harold Park, despite Council’s 
own 2008 “Stratcorp Recreational 
Needs Study” admitting a facilities 
shortfall, another 2,000-plus new 
residents have no new facilities.

The reason why active recreational 
space is ignored is very simple. 

There is not a requirement that 
new major development must make 
provision for new sporting facilities.

Don’t expect the property 
developers, or the conga line of 
urban planners, environmental 
planners, and architects that control 
the narrative around “Better Cities” 
to demand the active open space.

So there has been a narrative 
accepted that open space only 
means cycle-ways, pocket 
parks and walkways. Basically 
passive, not active space.

Most people at least acknowledge 
the economic arguments around 
urban renewal and higher population 
in the inner city. But governments at 
all levels are refusing to accept that 
they are failing future generations 
by ignoring the health and economic 
benefits of providing new sporting 
facilities for residents.  S

 
Glenn Burge is convenor of the Spaces to 

Play campaign www.spacestoplay.com.au

JENNIFER SAMS

WATERLOO: Residents remain 
concerned by the proposed 
redevelopment plans for the 
Waterloo Estate and are still 
asking where the details are.

This is not the first time that 
plans have been afoot to redevelop 
public housing in Waterloo.

The film Waterloo, made in 1981 
and directed by Tom Zubrycki, was 
shown at the March 2016 meeting of 
REDWatch at the Factory Community 
Centre. This film detailed the 
struggles of Waterloo locals to stop 
the state government of the day 
from evicting local residents and 
demolishing existing buildings to 
build high-rise tower blocks across 
the whole of Waterloo. Waterloo’s 
split personality of high-rise 
towers beside low-rise apartment 
blocks and terrace houses is proof 
that the program was eventually 
halted. Even so, community pain 

was intense. Ironically, it is these 
high-rise towers that are included 
in the current redevelopment plans 
announced for Waterloo and not the 
terrace houses that were saved.

A roundtable discussion 
was held after the screening of 
the film and participants were 
invited to write down their 
questions so that REDWatch 
could try to get more answers. 

There were fears that the way 
the community at Millers Point 
was treated would happen in 
Waterloo, but the overriding theme 
was “where are the details?” Not 
knowing relevant details fuels the 
community’s fear and ultimately their 
anger. The proposed plans are big 
on assurances that the community 
does not have to worry because the 
government will look after them 
but are bereft of simple details such 
as which parts of the Waterloo 
Estate are to be redeveloped first. 

The insistence that a mix of 70 
per cent private and 30 per cent 

social housing is the ideal ratio to 
manage crime and social issues 
is an important assumption in all 
of these plans. Why can’t we have 
less private and more affordable 
housing? The answer cannot simply 
be a matter of money. Diluting the 
social mix does not guarantee a 
better outcome. Crime and social 
issues are not confined to the 
less affluent parts of society. 

The inner city needs affordable 
housing and this redevelopment 
is the ideal place to start. The 
problem is that in these vague 
plans for redevelopment, affordable 
housing targets are not enumerated 
and without specific targets 
the government cannot plan 
for affordable housing nor hold 
developers to account.   S

REDWatch meets on the first Thursday 

of the month at 6pm at the Factory 

Community Centre, Waterloo. For updates 

and information see www.facebook.com/

RedfernEveleighDarlingtonWaterlooWatch

Sorely needed: more facilities like those at Prince Alfred Park   Photo: Claire Mahjoub
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MEHREEN FARUQI

MARCH is an important month 
for women’s rights around the 
world with March 8 marking 
International Women’s Day.

Strong activism over the last 
hundred years by women and 
supporters of social justice has led 
to big changes to women’s rights 
and opportunities including the 
right to vote, to join the workforce 
and to run for parliament. 

However, the theme of 
International Women’s Day 2016 
is a shocking reminder of how far 
we still have to go to actually have 
the basic right of being equal. In 
being asked to “Pledge for Parity” 
this year, we are told that on 
current tracking, parity between 
men and women will be reached in 
2,133. It is quite unacceptable that 
more than a hundred years after 
we first celebrated International 
Women’s Day, we are still more 
than a century away from reaching 
equality between men and women.

While women around the 
world face the consequences of 
inequality to varying degrees based 
on cultural and societal norms, 
the law of the land and the levels 
of inherent discrimination, the 
movement for gender equality 
is definitely universal. 

Growing up in Pakistan, a country 
that ranks very low on the Global 
Gender Gap Index, I have always 
felt a heightened awareness of the 
existing unfairness, patriarchal 
structures and misogynistic 
laws that allow discrimination 
to continue and prevent women 
from access to education, paid 
employment or even fully 
participating in decision-making.

After migrating to Australia, 
a country I always imagined 
had achieved gender equality 
in all spheres of life, it was a 
shock to discover the extent of 
marginalisation that still exists here. 

According to the World Economic 

Forum’s Global Gender Gap report, 
an analysis of the gap between 
men and women in health, 
education, economic opportunity 
and political representation, 
Australia’s ranking has dropped 
from 24 to 36 in just one year.

In NSW, there is much work to be 
done as well. Abortion still sits in the 
Crimes Act and there is a constant 
threat from foetal personhood laws 
proposed by the conservative political 
parties. There were 12,561 women 
who were victims of assault in NSW 
last year. That’s 34 a day. The gender 
pay gap in NSW is the third highest 
amongst all states and territories. 

Indeed, all these harsh statistics 
are a rally call to redouble our efforts 
to close the gender gap faster and 
to end discrimination and violence 
against women whether it is in 
Australia or in Pakistan. But when 
we talk about equality, fairness and 
justice some other crucial questions 
need to be addressed as well. 

Are we making sure that the voices 
of all women, regardless of their 
colour or cultural heritage are heard? 

Do we know, for instance, how 
Aboriginal women, ethnically 
diverse women, refugee women, 
and trans women are faring?

Are we making sure that 
as we strive for equality, it 
is for all these women?

This year I had the pleasure of 
hosting around 250 women from 
all walks of life at an International 
Women’s Day Breakfast in NSW 
Parliament House. We had the 
privilege of hearing from actor 
and writer, Nakkiah Lui and 
author Randa Abdel-Fattah, both 
of whom explored the diverse 
ways that women from different 
backgrounds experience the world.

Nakkiah spoke about growing 
up as an Aboriginal woman. The 
constant name calling, the sense 
of not belonging and holding her 
arm against the white curtains 
to compare the colours. 

Randa talked about the way 
we conceptualise the worth 

of different women. Why is a 
woman’s life in Afghanistan 
worth less than a woman’s life in 
Sydney, or Paris for that matter?

The question of diversity has 
been a difficult one for feminism as 
the focus has mostly been on the 
overarching bigger cause of equality 
between genders. Some bristle at 
the idea of “dividing” up women, 
arguing that we need to unite against 
the main enemy – patriarchy.

Asking these questions and 

highlighting these issues is not 
about casting blame. To say that 
mainstream feminism has largely 
excluded issues of importance to 
non-white women is not an attack 
on white women. It doesn’t make 
white women racist or complicit, 
nor does it minimise the very real 
struggles that many women have 
faced individually and collectively. 

But pointing out different 
experiences and ensuring that 
everyone is heard and included 

in the movement strengthens not 
dilutes us. It opens up the door to 
people who feel excluded, often 
people we had no idea felt that way.

The month of March is an excellent 
opportunity to celebrate and reflect 
on what women have achieved 
together but also a time to resolve to 
forge ahead with inclusivity, ensuring 
every woman is brought along.  S 

Dr Mehreen Faruqi is a Greens MP 

in NSW Parliament.

MAANI TRUU

IN celebration of the 104th 
International Women’s Day, the 
United Nations Association of 
Australia (UNAA) hosted a public 
event, featuring a number of 
speakers discussing the issues 
facing women all over the world 
today. The event, which was held 
at the NSW Parliament House 
thanks to NSW Shadow Minister 
for Women, Sophie Cotsis MLA, 
focused around the theme of 
International Women’s Day 2016, 
which was “Together We Can Stop 
the Violence Against Women”.

Following an introduction from 
host Valerie Weekes, UNAA member 
Pamela Lemoine read a message 
from United Nations (UN) Secretary-
General, Ban Ki-Moon. “We have 
shattered so many glass ceilings, 
we have created a carpet of shards,” 

wrote Mr Ki-Moon. “Now we are 
sweeping away the assumptions 
and bias of the past, so women can 

advance across all frontiers.”  
Iranian woman, Negar Tavoly, gave 

a presentation on the status of women 

in Iran, calling the audience to act 
to support gender equality in Iran. 

The second speaker, writer, 
producer and lecturer Susan Moylan 
Coombs, spoke on the achievements 
of and challenges for Indigenous 
women in Australia. Ms Coombs 
particularly noted the importance 
of maintaining a balance between 
the genders in society. “Yes this is 
International Women’s Day and I 
celebrate women, but I also celebrate 
the feminine in men,” she said. 
“We both have roles to play.”

Following the break, Sue Conde, 
a representative of UN Women, 
outlined the organisation’s recent 
successes throughout the South 
Pacific region. On the subject of 
violence against women, Ms Conde 
called on the audience to act. “There 
is an awareness, but how are we 
going to translate that into action?” 
she said. “This year needs to be a 
year of action, and if we really want 

to combat violence against women 
we have to put our money behind it.”

In addition to providing the 
updates, Ms Conde outlined the 
new “Face It Together” campaign, 
with spokesperson Nicole Kidman, 
which had been launched earlier that 
day by UN Women. The campaign 
aims to end violence against women 
through raising awareness. People 
can show their support by uploading 
their photo to the campaign website 
and donating to the cause. 

Valerie Weekes closed the event 
with her talk on unrecognised 
women in history. She ended on a 
call to action for the crowd: “Those 
who are present today have a 
responsibility to take the message to 
the community, to share what they 
have learnt at this session.”  S

The UNAA is the official, not-for-profit 

organisation working to promote the 

aims and ideals of the UN in Australia. 

Writer and actor Nakkiah Lui   Photo: Amelia J. Dowd

Speaker Susan Moylan Coombs   Photo: Supplied
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FA I T H

DOROTHY MCRAE-MCMAHON

WHEN you face the life changes 
involved in ageing – like retiring 
from work, possibly more vulnerable 
health and friends who become 
ill or incapacitated, all sorts of 
questions arise. Of course, in the 
end, you are also to face the fact 
that death lies ahead of you.

Most of us who are older find 
ourselves dealing with times of 
significant decisions, and whether we 
are people of faith or not, moments 
which invite us into deeper reflection.

If we begin with retirement, we 
look ahead to see how we could 
spend the days in this different 
phase of life. Obviously, some people 
feel that the time ahead is a gift of 
relaxation. They lie around at home, 
visit friends and family and go on 
holidays. In terms of faith, they may 
feel that this is the time in life when 
their God expects them to receive a 
whole new lifestyle of enjoyment.

Others see retirement as a time for 
choosing what would give a sense of 
meaning and purpose to their lives, 
which they may not have had when 
doing paid work. Perhaps choosing 
a mix between relaxing and doing 
meaningful activities could be 
what we are called to and what will 
give us fuller and satisfying lives. 
In my experience, that is true.

Provided our health is good 

enough, we can often add to the 
lives of others as well as our own. 
There is a depth in participating in 
activities that question injustices 
and lack of compassion and offer 
solutions. We find ourselves using 
our skills and inspirations and joining 
with others in hoping for a better 
world. Often people are surprised 
to find older people engaging in 
the renewing of true community 
and they celebrate the fact that we 
are doing anything worthwhile.

Also, many of us find that ageing 
brings moments of reflection about our 
past – what is it that we wish we had 
never done, and what do we feel glad 
to have done? We know that, if we are 
to confess to things in our past and 
hope to receive grace in response, it 
must happen now, because tomorrow 
may never come. Whether we are 
religious or not, believing that we can 
be forgiven is often hard. If we can’t 
ask the person directly whom we have 
wronged, sometimes it helps if we 
make our confessions to someone we 
trust who can assure us that we may 
lay down our regrets. We are human 
like everyone else and no-one lives life 
without mistakes and wrongdoing.

Then there is the issue of death. 
It now looks us in the face and we 
know that sooner or later it will 
come to us. Most of us hope that 
it will be sudden, rather than after 
much suffering or loss of normal 
life. I think many people do wonder 
whether there is anything waiting 
for us on the other side of death 

and what that might be like. 
There are two books that have 

been profoundly helpful to me and 
many others I have known. The 
first was written by an American 
surgeon. It is called Life After Life and 
describes his experience of relating 
to many of his patients after they had 
experienced what was like a moment 
of death, from which they recovered. 
Whatever faith they related to, or if 
they had none, they all described 
the same thing – travelling through 
a sort of tunnel and coming out the 
other end of it into what they could 
only describe as absolute love.

Then there is the amazing book 
by Helen Greaves called Testimony 
of Light. She is a leading Church of 
England member. Shortly after the 
death of her best friend, Frances 
Banks, an Anglican nun, Helen 
began to hear her speaking about life 
after death. All their friends agreed 
that when Helen wrote this down, 
it sounded just like the way Frances 
normally spoke. The book described 
a fine veil between life and death and 
how everyone who passed through it 
lost anything in their lives that had no 
eternal value and carried that which 
did have eternal value with them.

As we leave Easter behind us, we 
may be prepared to believe that some 
people, like Jesus Christ, live so fully 
that they have to be stopped by those 
whose power they threaten. However, 
this good and costly life can never 
really be destroyed and it rises among 
us and calls us on in hope.  S

COMMEN T

DARREN JENKINS

CLOVER Moore’s response to the 
increasing development calamity 
in Erskineville can be summed 
up very simply – hypocritical, 
gutless buck-passing. 

During her last four years as 
Lord Mayor, Clover Moore and her 
party have worn the nimblest of 
political shoes, cosied up to the 
Liberal-National state government, 
and danced around the looming 
crunch on local services. 

And every time the community 
cries out for common sense to 
prevail, the Council responds with 
all the right words but the wrong 
follow through. It just approves 
more and more apartments. 

The impending infrastructure 
crisis in Erskineville is manifest 
and frequently acknowledged 
by the Lord Mayor herself. 

At a meeting held by Friends 
of Erskineville and Alexandria 
Residents Action Group in August 
last year, Clover Moore promised 
that before approving any further 
developments in the Ashmore 
Precinct, she would see what she 
could do to address the dangerous 
overcrowding on train services, 
the threatened reduction of 
services after the Metro by-passes 
Erskineville, the vulnerability of 
the area to dangerous flooding, the 
overflowing schools, and the fact 
that childcare waiting lists stretch 
to the hundreds. That promise 
evaporated at the most recent 
meeting of the Central Sydney 

Planning Committee (CSPC) this 
month, which the Lord Mayor 
chairs, when she directed her 
obedient councillors to join forces 
with State Government appointees 
to unanimously approve another 
nine-storey apartment block. 

Particularly galling to the 
community was the sanctimonious 
speech the Lord Mayor gave before 
the vote where she wagged her 
finger at the state government for 
how services are not keeping pace 
with development in Erskineville 
but concluded her confected outrage 
with a vote for more development. 

The Lord Mayor’s hypocrisy 
on this issue is never more 
obvious than when talking about 
WestConnex. Clover Moore quite 
rightly rails against the massive 
impacts WestConnex and the 
spaghetti junction at St Peters will 
have on local traffic in Erskineville, 
Newtown and Alexandria. But 
at the most recent CSPC meeting 
to approve more apartments, 
councillors relied on an out-of-date 
traffic assessment that did not 
mention WestConnex at all. Not 
even once. Instead, Clover Moore 
and her party were quite happy to 
continue their development conga 
line with the state government 
and join the chorus of unanimous 
“ayes” to just keep building. 

Instead of standing up to the 
state government and its arbitrary 
building targets, the Lord Mayor 
has continually fallen back on 
the same line for the last four 
years: “It was Council that fought 
against the 19 storeys proposed 
for the Ashmore Estate by Tony 
Kelly, the former Planning 

EDI TOR I A L

SSH

JOSEPH Lumbard is Assistant 
Professor of Classical Islam at the 
American University of Sharjah. 
His research is focused on Islamic 
intellectual traditions with an 
emphasis on Sufism and Islamic 
philosophy, and more recently on 
the development of Sufi theories 
of love in the early Islamic period.

Professor Lumbard is the editor 
of Islam, Fundamentalism, and 
the Betrayal of Tradition (World 
Wisdom, 2004), a collection of 
essays examining the religious, 
political and historical factors 
that have led to the rise of 
Islamic fundamentalism. He is 
the author of Submission, Faith 
and Beauty: The Religion of Islam 
(Hayward, 2007), and contributed 
to The Study Quran: A New 
Translation and Commentary 
(HarperCollins, 2015).

A proponent of cross-cultural 
understanding, Professor Lumbard 
is the founder and first director of 
the Islamic Research Institute.

His work deserves a wide 
readership – particularly his 
offerings on the costs and 
blessings of hospitality, a two-way 
practice in wisdom that serves as 
a reminder both of one’s spiritual 
poverty (humility) and of one’s 
potential sanctity, which can be 
achieved in the many selfless ways 
of giving and receiving: in sharing 
a meal with the rich and the poor, 
in breaking a fast for the sake of 
another’s hospitality, in providing 
for those in need, and ultimately, 
in opening one’s heart to others.

We mention this in the 
context of the March 22 terror 
attack in Brussels, for which 

the fundamentalist group ISIS 
claims responsibility, and in the 
context of Islamophobic incidents 
closer to home. April 1 saw the 
unfurling of an anti-Islam banner 
and racial abuse of a player at 
a Friday night AFL match in 
Melbourne. A group called the 
United Patriots Front posted an 
online video of the banner being 
put in place. The same group was 
involved in violence at a Halal food 
festival in Ascot Vale on April 3.

So much violence and ignorance 
– betrayal of wisdom traditions.

For the record, Muslims 
Australia (Australian Federation 
of Islamic Councils) condemns 
the Brussels terror attack and 
stands in solidarity with the 
people of Belgium. “I received in 
horror the news of yet another 
attack by the anti-Muslim group 
that is referred to as ISIS, against 
innocent travellers at Brussels 
Airport. My heart goes out to 
the victims and their loved ones, 
we stand with you as one,” 
said Hafez Kassem, president 
of Muslims Australia. “I call on 
the international community, 
Muslims as well as people of 
other faiths or no faith, to stand 
united against all forms of terror, 
to confront it and to reject it with 
one voice,” Mr Kassem said.

“The world community, 
including especially Muslim 
nations, has been united in its 
war against ISIS, which has 
indiscriminately killed Muslims 
alongside people of other faiths 
and ideologies. We must remain 
united in the face of this latest 
attack in Brussels. We must 
make sure that the terrorists 
do not divide us,” said Keysar 
Trad, newly elected treasurer of 
Muslims Australia.  S

C O M M E N T  &  O P I N I O N

Faith and ageing

Development dancing partners

Minster, who was unceremoniously 
tossed out of government, found 
corrupt by ICAC and then thrown 
out of the Labor Party. Residents 
should be grateful that it is only 
nine-storey apartments going up.” 

Of course, this well-trotted-out 
line misses the point that it was 
residents that led the charge against 
the 19 storeys, campaigning instead 
for no more than five storeys and 
for the principle that regardless of 
height, services needed to increase 
for new as well as existing residents. 

In Erskineville’s case, the new 
apartments at the Ashmore Estate will 
double the local population within the 
next five to ten years. The Lord Mayor 
seems to think that because there will 
no longer be 19-storey towers, the right 
response is to do nothing. Probably 

more likely is that the Lord Mayor is 
just so scared of losing her job if she 
dare disobey the state government that 
she is unwilling to do her job and vote 
against unsupported development. 

Regardless of what the Lord Mayor 
may say or think, she and her party 
continue to dance cheek to cheek 
with the Planning Minister and we, 
the community, are left sidelined, 
forced to watch Clover Moore mouth 
that it’s not her fault; that the massive 
shortfall in local infrastructure is 
all the state government’s doing. 

Sure, the state government is first 
and foremost responsible for trains, 
buses, and schools, but Council is 
meant to be the level of government 
closest to us, the people. It’s meant 
to reflect our concerns and advocate 
for local services. That’s why Council 

has three seats on the Central Sydney 
Planning Committee. Councillors are 
meant to stand up and tell the state 
government that development cannot 
go ahead for development’s sake and 
must be matched with services. 

If Clover Moore and her party 
are not satisfied with services, they 
should vote against the development. 
It’s as simple as that. Sure, they may 
still be outvoted by state government 
appointees, but the community’s voice 
will have been heard and there will 
be an end to the current hypocrisy. 

Instead, the Lord Mayor clutches her 
political dancing partner ever tighter, 
directs her councillors to vote in 
favour of more and more development, 
and quietens her faux protest long 
enough to whisper “yes” into the 
minister’s ear.   S
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FE AT U R E

CATHERINE SKIPPER

SIX years in the making, One 
Billion Beats is one of those rare 
theatre experiences in which 
aesthetic impression and central 
concerns are perfectly matched. As 
audiences take their seats they face 
a dominant back projection holding 
a culturally specific message 
establishing at once that norms 
other than those of a privileged 
white elite are acknowledged. 

The museum-like stage design 
with plinths, specimen bottles and 
artifacts suggest immediately that 
there is a past to be interrogated.

The performance opens with the 
projected image of a bull sketched 
in charcoal on the wall of a rock 
shelter near Campbelltown. Drawn 
by a Dharawal artist, the bull can 
be dated to 1788. As the stage 
lightens Moreton appears looking 
upwards at the image like a guide, 
a guise she holds throughout as 
she revisits scenes from her life 
paralleled by cinematic images 
of Aboriginals across time. In 
intimate conversational mode she 
addresses the audience telling 
them a story of four cows and two 
bulls that wandered away from 
the early colony into the bush. 

As an image of the steel mesh cage 
enclosing the cave drawing fills the 
screen Moreton questions why such 
valuable heritage needs continued 
protection from vandalism. Is it 
a desire to deny that the peaceful 
Dharawal had lived in the region 
following patterns of hunting and 
gathering for thousands of years 
until driven out by farm “grants” 
that led to clearing and fencing. 
Eventually drought led to tension 
and around Campbelltown despite 
efforts by those sympathetic to the 
Dharawal, ignorance of the local 
Indigenous groups and farmers’ fear 
lead to Macquarie ordering a punitive 
expedition. The consequence was 
the Appin massacre (April 17, 1816), 
an attack on an Aboriginal camp 
in which as reported by Captain 
Wallis “some were shot and others 
met their fate by rushing in despair 

over the precipice”. Is it a national 
refusal by post-colonial society to 
confront their murderous history? 

The cage gives way to the image 
of an immense black bull, noble in 
his self-containment, and of a beauty 
and power that obliges respect. Again 
and again the back projection shows 
us brutal scenes of stampeding cattle 
subdued by the power of a cracking 
whip (The Overlander, Harry Watt, 
1946), the frightened creatures 
driven ultimately to their death, a 
sacrifice to colonisation and empire. 
The parallel between cattle and 
dispossessed Aboriginals is vividly 
evoked in the terror experienced 
by both girl and bull when in a 
desperate bid for freedom from 
their captors they are thwarted by 
non-negotiable barriers. Visually the 
link is always present and on the 
stage in the form of a metal watering 
trough for cattle. The parallel is 
reiterated in the image of Aboriginals 
drinking from a cattle trough, 
not only dispossessed but also 
dehumanised, and Moreton dips her 
hands in the trough as she speaks of 
the humiliations of her schooldays. 

Moreton experiences a brief age 
of innocence during which she 
forms a friendship with a white 
girl, Bronwyn. When invited by 
Bronwyn to stay overnight she 
overhears the girl’s father tell her not 
to bring that “black bastard” into 
the house. A defining moment for 
her, she sees herself as polluted and 
polluting, a negative image expanded 
and intensified by school. The 
compulsory shower for Aboriginal 
students assumes that Aboriginal 
children are dirty educating them, 
and the other children, to perceive 
Aboriginals as an untouchables 
class. Additionally, the task of 
washing their towels at lunchtime 
affirms the Aboriginal children’s 
position of servitude and limits 
their contact time with others.  

A young Moreton feels the injustice 
of the principal’s ridicule in response 
to her genuine puzzlement about 
the working of the hot water system. 
She senses that his treatment of her 
is motivated by the same dismissive 
attitude apparent in the station-hand 
of the aptly named We of the Never 
Never (Igor Auzins, 1980). “You’ll 

never teach them anything, Missus” 
he says to a thoughtful Mrs Gunn 
who replies that she would rather 
learn from Aboriginals than teach 
them. Her response is greeted by the 
station-hand with a shake of the head 
implying that, with all respect, his 
boss’s wife is slightly touched. The 
“anything” means European beliefs 
and methods and it is said totally 
without awareness that “them”, the 
Aboriginal people, possess thousands 
of years of collective knowledge. 

Such dismissiveness was given 
“scientific” support by Sir Colin 
Mackenzie (1877-1938), his image 
maniacally proliferating on the 
screen, whose work supported the 
view that the Australian Aboriginal 
was low on the evolutionary 
scale and doomed to extinction. 
Such biased “scientism” while 
ridiculous still holds the power 
to hurt. As Moreton describes it, 
Mackenzie’s racial arrogance sliced 
through her body like a scalpel. 

However, as Moreton indicates, 
there are moments encapsulated 
on screen when the Aboriginal 
was not a marginalised figure. In 
the 1918 film The Enemy Within 
(Roland Stavely) Sandy McVea, 
well known in boxing circles, was 
cast as assistant detective, Jimmy 
Cook and helps uncover a ring 
of German spies. An Aboriginal 
boy is shown as friends with four 
white children in Bush Christmas 
(Ralph Smart, 1947) and plays an 
important role in their search for 
a stolen horse. Both films require 
tracking, a highly specialised skill, 
and eventually the tracker became 
a contested figure as servant of a 
detested colonial authority. Jubbal 
(Ed Devereaux in embarrassing 
blackface) betrays his own blood 
(Kamahl as an Aboriginal) to his 
colonial masters (Journey out of 
Darkness, James Trainor, 1960), 
and in turn, is ritually willed to 
death. The “native” tracker of Rolf 
de Heer’s film of the same name 
(2002) reverses the balance of power 
taking revenge on the genocidal 
policeman who has hired him to 
bring in an Aboriginal murderer.  

Images and ideas are reversed and 
transformed on screen as Moreton 
develops her theme. The stampeding 

herd in Australia (Baz Luhrman, 
2008) is turned back from a suicidal 
plunge into a precipice by the 
boy, Nullah, who draws upon the 
ancestral knowledge learned from 
his grandfather. The humiliating 
shower is transformed into a ritual 
cleansing as Delilah tenderly washes 
the ravaged Samson, healing him, 
it seems, from the devastation 
inflicted by an uncaring society 
in Thornton’s Samson and Delilah 
(2009). The orphaned Nullah, unlike 
Jedda (Jedda, Charles Chauvel, 1955) 
is given the freedom to know who 
he is, and Delilah recognises that 
salvation lies in caring for each other. 

Moreton has some wonderfully 
affirming moments. As a child 
she wanders from hut to hut and 
is welcomed to the meal that has 
most appeal for her. Her mother 
permits her to pack a “port” and 
take up residence at different times 
with different aunts who give her 
the gift of acceptance. She has 
an uncle with a love of books, of 
learning. As she walks around 
her living museum telling us with 
compassion and humour of her great 
grandparents, grandparents, parents, 
their flickering, fragile images 
projected onto the plinths, we feel the 
strength of her conviction that she 
no longer needs a flag as she knows 
who she is. Knows in her bones and 
with every heartbeat that she is a 
descendant of the 2,500 generations 
who lived on this land for 100,000 
years. With the image of Truganini 
projected onto her back, she boldly 
reclaims the future. One Goenpul/
Jagara and Bundjalung woman with 
a mesmerising presence, a resonant 
voice and who makes poetry a site of 
mighty resistance, has the power to 
wake us from our dream.  S

One Billion Beats was superbly supported 

by Lou Bennett and Sean Bacon at 

the music-sound desk, and by lighting 

designer Hugh Hamilton. Although it 

was performed a mere four times at the 

Campbelltown Arts Centre in February-

March 2016, it is hoped that the production 

will go on tour so that all Australia can 

see and be moved by this courageous 

and beautifully produced theatre event. 

Associate-producer Vicki Gordon will 

do her best to make this happen. 

A journey into Indigenous identity
The deeply engaging One Billion Beats was co-written by Indigenous poet, filmmaker and scholar Romaine Moreton and 
award-winning playwright Alana Valentine. In a sensational one woman performance, Moreton examines the power of image 
as spellbinding agency of Aboriginal representation while at the same time exploring the construction of her own identity.

Romaine Moreton performs One Billion Beats   Photo: Supplied

I Shall Surprise You By My Will
– Romaine Moreton

I will make oppression work for me,
With a turn and with a twist,
Be camouflaged within 
stated ignorance,
Then rise,
And surprise you by my will,
I will make oppression work for me,
With a turn and a twist,
I shall sit cross legged 
like a trap door,
Then rise,
And surprise you by my will,
I will let you pass me over,
Believe me stupid and ill informed,
And once you believe me 
gone or controlled
Will rise,
And surprise you by my will,
I shall spring upon you 
words familiar,
Then watch you regather 
as they drop about,
Like precious tears thick with fear,
Hear you scream and shout,
Then I shall watch 
convictions break away,
And crumple like paper bags,
And then as beauty I shall rise,
And surprise you by my will,
It is only when you 
believe me gone,
Shall I rise,
From this place where I 
Wait 
Cross legged
Wait,
To surprise you by my will,
In the alleys, in the clubs, 
in the parliaments,
In courts of law, parking 
cars, driving buses, 
And generally watching you
Watching me
As you pass me by,
I shall wait cross legged,
Wait,
To surprise you by my will,
For I shall stumble from 
houses of education,
And I shall stumble from 
institutions of reform,
I shall stumble,
Over rocks, over men, over 
women, and over children,
And surprise you by my will,
I shall stumble over poverty, over 
policies, and over prejudice,
Weary and torn,
I stumble,
Then bleary and worn I shall rise,
From this place where I 
wait cross legged,
Wait,
And surprise you by my will,
For the mountains we crossed,
They were easy,
And the rivers we swam,
They were easier still,
And even then, 
As I attempted to 
outrun inhumanity,
I surprised you by my will,
I have witnessed the 
falling of many,
Heard them cry and 
hear them still,
Even with grief inside me growing,
I command my spirit to rise,
And surprise you by my will,
And for all people,
We are here and we are many,
And we shall surprise 
you by our will,
We shall rise from this 
place where you expect
To keep us down,
And we shall surprise 
you by our will,
For the bullets we dodged,
They were difficult,
And this ideological warfare
More difficult still,
But even now,
As we challenge inhumanity,
We shall rise,
And surprise you by our will.

Photo: Supplied
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Live Review 
by Liz Hughes 
Mia Dyson  
Newtown Social Club, 10/3/16

NEWTOWN Social Club was 
packed with loyal fans, eager 
to welcome Dyson back to the 
Australian stage for the first time 
in more than a year. The show was 
part of Dyson’s national tour in 
support of her new EP Right There, 
which was recorded and produced 
in the US where she currently 
resides. There was a great sense 
of anticipation for a performer 
both familiar and missed. 

Dyson’s band is a force to be 
reckoned with, effortlessly tight 
considering they haven’t toured 
together in more than a year. Liz 
Frencham was a highlight on 
keys and backing vocals, and the 
four-part harmonies were the 
perfect backdrop to Dyson’s rich 
and moving vocals. Husky yet 
sweet, Dyson’s voice reminds the 
listener of both an old soul and a 
child, a notion enhanced by the 
swinging content of the songs, from 
melancholy blues nostalgia to rock 
ballads about the joys of youth. 

Highlights of the night 
included “The Moment”, one of 
Mia’s breakout songs, and the 
starkly honest and beautiful “Any 

Three Chords” from her last LP 
Idyllwild, released in 2014. 

“The Moment”, an energetic rock 
number, had the audience up and 
moving yet completely absorbed in 
Dyson’s delivery of the song. This 
was a common theme throughout 
the set, which showed Dyson’s 
ability to really draw together the 
performers and crowd in a moment. 
Her tasteful guitar solos gave away 
just enough to keep the audience 
both enthralled and wanting 
more. “Struck Down”, a consistent 
highlight of Dyson’s sets, shows 
Dyson at her strongest. It is more 
genre defying and demonstrates 
an ability to simultaneously 
communicate both the sadness 
and beauty of everyday life. 

There was a noticeable absence of 
iPhones and cameras at Newtown 
Social Club on the night of Dyson’s 
performance. Perhaps it was partly 
due to the demographic, but it also 
seemed a testament to her ability 
to draw people together into a 
moment. Both humble and joyful in 
her delivery, it was clear that Dyson 
really wanted to be there with the 
audience in that moment, and she 
made an effort to make her gratitude 
known. I think the audience did too, 
some more vocally than others. Like 
Dyson, such an honest interaction 
between audience and performer 
is something to be treasured. 

SSH

“FRESHNESS” has shifted from an 
organic state to an abstract, cultural 
sign. It’s become fluid and slippery 
– infusing feeling and atmosphere, 
architecture and design.

Ever Fresh reflects on this global 
currency of “freshness” through 
installations, videos, objects and 
images. It will temporarily transform 
the gallery into a futuristic, 
commercial utopia – resembling those 
that surround us with plastic plants, 
sparkling surfaces and lively screens.

Such pop-up promotions, retail 
spaces and spas set the scene for a 

new economy of self- and home-
improvements, renovations and 
makeovers. They host the illusion of 
luxury, the allure of innovation and 
the promise of natural perfection. 
They promote all-year-round 
spring cleaning and the excessive 
drinking of bottled water.

Freshness, in this new sense, defies 
death and decay. It offers the intensity 
of nowness and the optimism of 
newness through fresh breath, fresh 
ideas, fresh faces and fresh air.

As exciting, new contributors to the 
contemporary art world, the artists 
in Ever Fresh buy into this ideal. The 
reality they present us with is filtered 
through alluring colours and reflected 

in glossy finishes. At the same time, 
they tease our constant hydrating, 
detoxing, updating and upgrading. 
Plants are so alive they vibrate; water 
hydrates so hard it turns to slime.

Ever Fresh 

Tully Arnot (AU), Kristin 

Cammermeyer (USA), 

Adham Faramawy (UK), 

Emily Parsons-Lord (AU), 

Marilyn Schneider (AU), 

Kawita Vatanajyankur (THAI) 

Stills Gallery 

36 Gosbell Street, Paddington 

April 16 to May 14, 2016 

Opening Saturday April 16, 3-5pm 

www.stillsgallery.com.au

Moments of 
sadness & joy

So art right now
Vichy Shower, Video: 9mins 48secs, 2014 (detail)   Image: Adham Faramawy

Mia Dyson   Photo: Kessia Embry
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Film Review 
by Lindsay Cohen

Spotlight
Director: Tom McCarthy
Starring: Mark Ruffalo, 
Michael Keaton, Rachel McAdams
Genre: The winner

The good films are the hardest 
ones to review. It’s easy to be sarcastic 
about poor acting, non-existent 
plotlines, shoddy characterisations or 
superhero franchises. Unfortunately 
Spotlight is none of these, though the 
Boston Globe journalists in the film 
who uncovered systemic cover-ups of 
paedophilia in the Catholic Church 
in Boston are definitely heroes.

I’ve also railed on numerous 
occasions against the concept of 
films “based on a true story”. The 
Revenant, Dallas Buyers Club, and 
Lovelace amongst others were all 
biopics that had some positive 
elements but suffered from the usual 
biopic drawbacks of cherry picking 
extreme events, over acting and over 
reliance on caricatures.

Spotlight differs from all these 
films because as opposed to being 
“based on a true story”, it is the 
true story. Indeed so good was 
Michael Keaton at portraying Walter 
Robinson, the manager of the team 
of investigative journalists known as 
Spotlight, that Robinson described 
Keaton’s portrayal as like looking 
in a mirror but one that didn’t copy 
what he did.  

Spotlight reeks of credibility. 
Like the classic All the President’s 
Men (1976) where Washington 
Post reporters Bob Woodward and 
Carl Bernstein cover the details of 
the Watergate scandal, Spotlight’s 
relevance as an historical piece also 
resonates just as strongly today.

The only surprise is that while 
Spotlight won the Academy Award 
for Best Picture, All the President’s 
Men was only nominated for Best 
Picture in 1977, the year Rocky won. 
Suspenseful, quality, non-fiction 
drama may make for gripping 
viewing but will never be more 
popular than the ultimate sweaty 
and bleeding underdog.  

Rating: Five thank you speeches.

 » film@ssh.com.au

Showcasing contemporary 
Indigenous art

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

262 ABERCROMBIE ST, DARLINGTON
PH: 9698 8677   OPEN 7 DAYS
MON-FRI 7AM-5PM    SAT-SUN 8AM-4PM

TRIPOD CAFETRIPOD CAFE

276 ABERCROMBIE STREET, DARLINGTON  –  0424 125 678

Need 
We are a not for profit community organisation 
providing a�ordable transport options
for local residents.

‘access’  to transport?

- Medical Transport

- Shopping Transport
- Social Outings 

- Private Hire

Call us on 8241 8000 or visit our website  
accesssydney.org.au for more information. 
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“What lies behind the indigenousness 
of Aboriginal art is a return of the 
repressed with a vengeance, an enhanced 
creativity capable of challenging the 
colonial order” (Rasheed Araeen).

“… Why can’t an Art movement 
arise and be separate from but equal 
to Western Art – within its own 
aesthetic, its own voices, its own 
infrastructure, etc.? …” (Richard Bell).

FROM its origins in rock painting, 
body art, ceremony, low relief sand 
sculpture and utilitarian objects, 
Aboriginal material culture has 
influenced and interrogated 
contemporary Western art and 
institutions. The “movement” 
has been extraordinary, in terms 
of global reach, and recognition 
for Indigenous artists and 
communities, raising keen 
interest, political awareness 
and cross-cultural questions.

This new exhibition features 
some of the finest contemporary 
Indigenous Australian art, including 
a number of major works from Rover 
Thomas, Bill Whisky, Kathleen 
Pertyarre, Naata Nungurrayi, 
Sally Gabori and Nyurapaya 
Nampitjinpa. Other works are 
carefully selected prestigious art 
award winners and finalists.

There are more than 40 works in 
all. They have been commissioned 

and sourced from Aboriginal art 
communities, private dealers and local 
and international private collections. 
“We are doing here what no museum 
can replicate!” says Adrian Newstead, 
Director of Coo-ee Art Gallery.

This is the first time Australian 
Galleries (Stuart Purves, Director) 
has showcased Aboriginal art. The 

exhibition reflects the enormous 
respect both galleries and gallerists 
have for each other. Both Adrian 
Newstead and Stuart Purves share a 
zeal and commitment to showcase the 
finest Australian contemporary art. 

Coo-ee Art Gallery at 

Australian Galleries 

Australian Galleries (Sydney) 

15 Roylston Street,  

Paddington  

April 5-24, 2016 

Opening Tuesday April 5, 6-8pm  

To be officially opened at 6.45pm 

by Adrian Newstead 

OAM & Stuart Purves AM  

www.australiangalleries.com

Jan Billycan, Kirriwirri, 2005 (detail)   Image: Supplied
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SYDNEY Photo Fun (SPF) is a 
group with over 900 members – 
“camerateers” who meet regularly 
at various city locations to make 
and share photographic images. 
The group’s online archives 
boast stunning photographs 
from more than 250 meet-ups.

I first heard about the group in 
conversation with Jim Brownett, a 
commercial and art photographer 
with a fondness for Hasselblad 
medium format digital cameras. 
Jim is an event organiser and 
founding member of SPF ( January 
2011) whose profile lists interests 
in cycling, travelling and long 
lunches with friends, citing the 
wise words of Spike Milligan: 
“Enjoy each day as if it’s your last, 
because one day you will be right!”

On visiting the SPF homepage 
I’m drawn to a notice regarding 
the Mike Martin Commemorative 
Street Photography Walk 2016. 
The February meet-up in King 
Street, Newtown, produced some 
exceptional work, including images 
by Saša Zivkovic (member since 
May 2011) and Stanley Anagnostou 
(member since October 2014).

Mike Martin, I learn, was 
a very prolific and creative 
photographer. Using just 
his point-and-shoot Canon, 
he amassed 29,913 photographs 
and over 1.5 million followers on 

the photo-sharing site Flickr. 
Each afternoon Mike would set 

out for a walk across the inner west 
and surrounding Sydney suburbs 
taking photographs of Sydney life: 
people, animals, architecture, festivals, 
protests and graffiti. Mike was an 
active member of Sydney Photo Fun, 
and a great bloke to share a beer and 
chat with at the end of a meet-up … 
Filmmaker Rachel Jordan compiled 
a documentary of Mike’s story as a 
street photographer, Mike Martin 
Newtown Graffiti. She followed Mike 
around capturing what Mike did best.

The annual commemorative street 
photography walk retraces Mike’s 
footsteps through hidden little lanes 
that wind through Newtown. This 
year the group walked the streets 
and lanes along the north and south 
side of the T2 railway line between 
Newtown and Liberty Street, 
finishing at 12 noon at the Town 
Hall Hotel to partake in Mike’s 
favourite refreshment, a Fat Yak beer.

March meet-ups included 
an excursion to Bare Island and 
a walk around Chippendale, 
Haymarket and Ultimo.

Catherine Selden (member since 
September 2014) comments: “It’s 
at least 30 years since I stood at La 
Perouse and my first time on Bare 
Island … another special Sydney 
spot and another brilliant weather 
day.” She admires a photograph by 
Fran C. (member since December 
2013) entitled “Ruby on a Family 
Outing”, a gorgeous composition 

in red, blue and green.
Event organiser Gaille Force 

has been a member since February 
2011. “It never ceases to amaze me 
how diverse our ‘eye’ is in capturing 
time or place in the space we move 
through,” she says. “Awesome 
images and fun interpretations draw 
us further into the challenge to 
connect.” Gaille’s image of the Dr 
Chau Chak Wing Building (UTS) 
draws praise from fellow camerateers. 
Says one: “You’ve captured the 
essence of Gehry’s building.”

Meet-ups in April will include 
exploration of the former convict 
prison and industrial shipyard 
at Cockatoo Island, venue for 
the Sydney Biennale. Organiser 
Neil says: “Make your own social 
comment by using your lens to 
interpret the artworks exhibited, 
then upload your spectacular 
images for everyone to enjoy.”

There’ll also be a smart phone 
meet-up in April for participants to 
learn techniques specific to the mobile 
format – the best free apps, filters, the 
art of composition and the “selfie”. 

If you’re passionate about taking 
photographs, editing and sharing 
images with like-minded artists, 
if you enjoy being social and the 
prospect of day trips in and around 
the city, then Sydney Photo Fun 
is a group you might like to join. 
Costs are kept to a minimum and 
new members are welcome.

www.meetup.com/sydney-photo-fun

SSH

“[T]here are at least three kinds 
of art: there is an art of propaganda, 
which tries to persuade you of a 
particular point of view; there is 
an art of entertainment, which 
can be high-brow or low-brow, 
depending upon your taste and on 
what is available; and there is an 
art of excavation and exploration, 
seeking meaning where ordinary 
human discourse can no longer 
be trusted to register the subtlety 
of what is being experienced” 
(Mark Patrick Hederman).

REDFERN: For the third 
consecutive year the Redfern 
Biennale was staged along 
Walker Street. Connoisseurs 
and art enthusiasts were invited 
to view ready-mades, sculptures, 
multi-media and new media 
works, paintings, found objects, 
anything and everything placed 
along Walker Street between 
Cooper and Redfern streets.

The Redfern Biennale, 
attracting the work of 50 
practising artists and public 
housing art groups, is an outdoor, 
eclectic, democratic free-for-all 
happening. No Council approval 
is sought; works are simply 
placed on the streets for seven 
hours – rain, hail or shine.

The weather on Saturday 

March 19 was cool and overcast. 
Many of the artworks expressed a 
heated frustration with neoliberal 
ideologies that see diverse inner-
city neighbourhoods like Redfern 
and Waterloo under threat. 

Jim Anderson’s “Waterloo 
Sunset” presented the twin towers 
he knows best under government 
attack. Bob Cooney’s “Looking 
at You” comprised a mirror 
mounted on a telegraph pole and 
the inscription: “GOVT LIES. 
YOU DON’T HAVE TO FUCK 
PEOPLE OVER TO SURVIVE.” 

Other striking works included 
Jacqueline Hill’s “What Goes 
Around Comes Around”, Total 
Bore’s “Double Portrait: Mike 
Baird and Skeletor”, Blak Douglas’ 
“Thou Shalt Not Steal”, Neil 
Evans’ “Waste-Not Whatnot”, 
and a charming fence installation 
by the Poets Corner Art Group.

In the recent ARTLINK 
article on Australian biennales, 
writer Ian Millis jostles the 
Redfern Biennale in amongst 
them all, stating that it breaks 
the model, creating engagement 
with the local community and 
has “… limited audiences and 
resources, something seen as a 
feature rather than a failing … an 
occasion to rethink community, 
not mass entertainment”.

See Instagram 

#redfernbiennale for more.

Fun group for 
intrepid shutterbugs

Biennale  
An occasion to 
rethink community

Chalmers St, Redfern
 1st Wednesday of every month

 Bookings via Facebook 
(sydneysunsetsessions)

Photo of Zana Rose by Andrew Collis

 
 

 
 

Ruby on a Family Outing (Bare Island, La Perouse)   Photo: Fran C.

Fence installation by the Poets Corner Art Group   Photo: Kat Hines

Queen Bee Organic Form (Ultimo)    Photo: Gaille Force Untitled (Newtown)  Photo: Saša Zivkovic

Untitled (Newtown)  Photo: Stanley Anagnostou
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CBD  
@vintonn

Redfern  
@bgradeartist

Alexandria 
@neeravbhatt

Redfern  
@andrewhcollis

The Rocks  
@mertonkidd

SSH Instagram Gallery Tag your Instagram pics #sshphotos and we will include 5 of 

the best photos, from all suburbs in South Sydney, here each 

month. See all photos online: southsydneyherald.com.auSELECTED BY CLAIRE MAHJOUB

Wordplays

South Sydney Puzzle   by David Angell

Problem
Recent space probes have 
disclosed that Martians love to 
dance! Their dances involve groups 
of seven Martians all holding hands 
(holding tentacles, actually, but 
never mind). Here is one traditional 
Martian dance formation (fig1).

Dances swirl around a lot, so if the 
angles changed in this formation, 
it would still be seen as the same 
pattern. However, Martians never 
have closed loops of dancers – 
something like this (fig2) would 
be a shocking breach of etiquette. 
Martians have three arms each, 
so (as you can see from these 
diagrams) a dancer can hold hands 
with up to three others.

The “traditional Martian dance 
formation” handbook is not very 
large: can you reproduce it by 
giving all possible patterns?

FIRST CORRECT ENTRY 
WINS A PRIZE.  
Send to South Sydney Puzzle, 
PO Box 3288,  
REDFERN NSW 2016.

Waterloo at Night

When I look
down the street
in the quiet
of the night
towers stand
as if to meet 
the fire-lites
in the sky
some windows 
lit so they can
see others dark
and in the gloom
people sleeping
in their rooms
to gather momentum
for the day to come.

– Adrian Spry

In Silence

As dead as soft gloved, lying sheltered by dry grass
a glider in a concrete gathering of guttering at 
the corner of my street, neighbour I hadn’t known. 

Landscape parched of trees, a grove I walked by 
day and night sometimes, there had talked to 
Saint Clare, overshadowed void a pitch of street
 
hers a little feast day. A little park in lampooning.
A king fisher’s daring flight, emerald, and crushed 
to a body of feathers, paving of the technology park. 

I said to those passing, see a social insect, as you  
walk your dogs. I walk a terrace, lemon-scented 
gums as mistral steps, an everlasting railway of day 

and night, looking for faith, divesting of homeland.
A dead ringtail possum is at the foot of trees, birds 
cluttering for morning light, sailors of a landscape

I had not known it there. I meet them as life and death? 
Neighbours in place, to bring them a home, bury them,
a sanctuary of space, and with its sun rise, and I watch.

– Noel Jeffs

WORDPLAY  –  CREATIVE WRITING GROUP CLUB REDFERN,  
2/159 REDFERN ST – April 6 & 20.  

Contact Yvonne on 0415 226 854. All welcome.

f ig.1

fig.2

Illustration by Andy Walker



Uniting Churches

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St, Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday 
Evening Prayers 6pm 

(2nd Sunday of the month)
Rev. Andrew Collis 0438 719 470
www.southsydneyuniting.org.au

The Sacred Lounge
Cnr St Johns Rd & 

Colbourne Ave, Glebe
Worship 7pm Sunday

‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate 
candlelit concerts 8pm Thursday

Office 9518 9413
www.sacredlounge.org.au 

Leichhardt Uniting Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt

(near Norton St, free parking 
behind church)

Worship 10am & 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117
www.leichhardtuniting.org.au

Mustard Seed Uniting Church
Cnr Quarry St & Bulwara Rd, 

Ultimo
Worship 9.30am Sunday

Rev. David Gore  
0449 875 065

mustardseed.unitingchurch.org.au 

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev. Graeme Tutt 

9519 9000 
www.newtownmission.org.au

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St, Paddington

Worship 10.30am & 
7.30pm Sunday
Rev. Ben Gilmour
Office 9331 2646

www.paddingtonuca.org.au

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10am Sunday
Rev. Dr Margaret Mayman

Office 9267 3614
www.pittstreetuniting.org.au

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St, Potts Point

Worship 10am Sunday
Rev. Graham Long 
Office 9581 9100

www.thewaysidechapel.com

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway  
NSW 2007

T: 02 9379 0700  
F: 02 9379 0701

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Ground Floor, 287-289 New South 
Head Rd, Edgecliff, NSW 2027

T: 02 9327 3988 
F: 02 9327 2533

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Jamie Parker MP 
State Member for Balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

Balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Ron Hoenig MP 
State Member for Heffron

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166 
F: 02 9699 8222

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Alex Greenwich MP 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington 
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053 
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Jenny Leong MP 
State Member for Newtown

383 King St, Newtown  
NSW 2042

T: 02 9517 2800 
F: 02 9230 3352

Newtown@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

SATURDAY ART CLASS
South Sydney Uniting Church

(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
12-4pm April 9 & 23

More information 
phone 0438 719 470.

All materials provided.
Previous & new participants welcome.

Gold coin donation.
Photo: Andrew Collis

Waterloo  
Recycling  
Workshop
Workshop and market open 
Fridays 9am-12pm.

Turunga Flats, 1 Phillip St, 
Waterloo (lower car park).

Affordable furniture and 
household goods.

Donations gladly received  
(no white goods or 
electrical apps).

Volunteers welcome – 
phone Naomi on  
0407 576 098.

Women’s 
Reconciliation 
Network
Meetings are held on 
the 4th Thursday of 
the month.

10AM-12PM at the 
Redfern Community 
Centre.

Hugo Street Redfern.

10am cuppa followed by 
meeting till 12 noon.

REDWatch 
Meetings first Thursday  
of the month at The Factory 
Community Centrte.  
Phone Geoffrey Turnbull  
(02) 8004 1490.  
Email mail@redwatch.org.au

BABANA 
ABORIGINAL  
MEN’S GROUP 

Babana Shed  
open Mon-Fri

(Cnr St Johns Rd & 
Colbourne Ave, Glebe)

Contact: Mark Spinks  
0411 282 917

VOLUNTEERS’ NEWS
PAT CLARKE

Thank-you to volunteer distributors 
A very big thank-you to three of our volunteer distributors: 
Gabrielle Brine, Eleanor Boustead and Sam Choy have been 
delivering copies of the South Sydney Herald for quite a few 
years. They give up their spare time each month to get the best 
community newspaper in the inner city out to households and 
businesses in Newtown, Redfern and Alexandria. 

And welcome...  
Andy Walker, our new graphic artist (see the puzzle page), 
and new writer Erin Links (page 6). No doubt we will hear 
much more from them.

20th Sydney Biennale   
I haven’t made it to Cockatoo Island yet, but at the Museum 
of Contemporary Art (MCA) the outstanding works for me 
are by Indigenous artist Daniel Boyd. Entry is free.

Also took the opportunity over a wet Easter to visit the 
Mortuary Station, which is hardly ever open. I’ve been 
waiting 50 years or more to see inside and it is an absolutely 
beautiful example of a Gothic building. Also free entry.

Hope you will find the time to visit the exhibitions at these 
venues.

Art Express  
Until April 24, Newington Armoury, Sydney Olympic Park. 
Some of the best art works from the 2015 Higher School 
Certificate are on display. A free exhibition.

Belvoir Theatre Unwaged Performance Program 
Sorry I’m a bit late in advising you this year of the above, 
which is now 20 years old.

Apr 21:  The Great Fire 
Jun 9:  The Events 
Jul 14:  Back at the Dojo 
Sep 1:  Twelfth Night 
Oct 6:  The Drover’s Wife

More about these performances and other productions 
contact www.belvoir.com.au

Until next time.

Pat Clarke & Ross Smith  
distro@ssh.com.au

YOUTH IN THE CITY 
HOLIDAY PROGRAM
Monday April 11 to Friday April 22

From April 11-22, the City is hosting a range 

of activities across the LGA for teenagers to 

beat any holiday boredom. DJ-ing workshops, 

futsal and basketball competitions are 

some of the activities on offer at KGV in 

The Rocks. At Broadway, teenagers can take part 

in bubble soccer and Hip Hop Dance workshops.

Some activities have associated fees though 

waivers can be considered for families 

experiencing financial hardship.

For bookings phone: 8512 8771 or email: 

lventura@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

PINE STREET 
CREATIVE ARTS CENTRE
Monday April 11 to Friday April 22

From April 11-22, the Pine Street Creative Arts Centre 
will host a diverse array of creative activities. Kids as 
young as five will be able to experiment with drawing, 
painting, sculpture pottery, photography, Photoshop 
and jewellery design.

Each class runs from 9am-5pm and costs $70 with all 
materials included. 

For more information and suitable ages, visit 
whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

Bookings are essential at www.moshtix.com.au/v2/
venues/pine-street-creative-arts-centre-nsw/5082

ADVERTISE WITH THE SSH 
Community connections, competitive rates. Phone Duncan 
on 0402 525 061 or email adverts@ssh.com.au
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IT’S been two years since the SSH first met 
teenage swimmer Rhiannon Carr. Still just 16 
years of age, the proud Indigenous athlete from 
South Sydney, who is coached by ex-Olympian 
Hamid Mobarrez, won a silver medal in the 
100m Butterfly at the 2015 Georgina Hope 
Foundation Australian Age Swimming 
Championships held in Sydney last April.

Through the winter of 2015 Rhiannon 
progressed through school swimming, 
winning gold at every level in the 50m 
Butterfly and 100m Butterfly. She then 
qualified for the Pacific Schools Games in 
Adelaide in November 2015 where she picked 
up two gold medals in those same events.

February 2016 saw Rhiannon compete at 

the NSW State Age Swimming Championships 
where she received her first ever medal 
in the 200m Butterfly, placing third. A 
time of 1.01.68 won her gold in the 100m 
Butterfly as well as the distinction of 
being NSW’s fastest under the age of 18.

These swims qualified Rhiannon 
for three events – the 50m, 100m and 
200m Butterfly – in the coming Olympic 
trials to be held in Adelaide. Her goal 
is to make the Junior Olympic team.

Rhiannon competed at the Australian Age 
Championships in late March, qualifying 
for the 200m Butterfly, finishing sixth in the 
final with a personal best time of 2.19.36. 
She also finished fourth in the 100m Butterfly. 

All in all, a staggering effort! 
Congratulations Rhiannon, and best wishes 
for what promises to be an exciting year.  S

TOM CERNIK

THE NRL season is well underway and footy 
fans are enjoying the five-nights-a-week 
action. The highly anticipated bunker is 
proving a good addition. Decisions are being 
made quickly without delaying play too much.

Shock results see some teams struggling, 
namely Newcastle, Easts and New Zealand. 
There always has to be someone at the 
bottom and right now it’s the Roosters, who 
have lost a few key players. The Warriors 
gained some key players in the off-season 
who are just now starting to find form.

The Sharks, Broncos and Tigers show 
early promise. The Cowboys are looking 
strong. After four rounds the Titans were 
joint leaders – who’d have thought! 

After a promising start, injuries have 
brought Souths back to the field, and they’ll be 
hoping to build momentum in coming weeks.

 Round 5 saw a gripping contest with rivals 
Manly, Souths prevailing 16-12. Sam and 
Tom Burgess are back, with John Sutton 
and Adam Reynolds to return soon. 

Still, it’s early days. Anything can happen, 
and probably will! It’s a very tight competition, 
and State of Origin will test a few teams.

For the record, the following tips were 
posted before a ball was kicked in the 
regular season. Our tipsters Phil, Lorna, 
Gavin, Andrew and John offer their 
predictions for this year’s top eight.  

Phil: Broncos, Cowboys, Eels, Eagles, 
Roosters, Rabbitohs, Bulldogs, Storm.

Lorna: Cowboys, Rabbitohs, Panthers, 
Eels, Bulldogs, Roosters, Tigers, Broncos.

Gavin: Broncos, Cowboys, Eagles, Roosters, 
Bulldogs, Rabbitohs, Sharks, Storm.

Andrew: Cowboys, Rabbitohs, Broncos, 
Roosters, Eagles, Storm, Dragons, Bulldogs.

John: Broncos, Cowboys, Eels, Rabbitohs, 
Sharks, Tigers, Storm, Bulldogs.   S

Swimming teen’s 
Olympic dreams

Telling footy fortunes
Tipsters Lorna and Phil at Tapeo Café in Redfern   Photo: Andrew CollisRhiannon Carr at the NCIE pool in Redfern   Photo: Claire Mahjoub
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