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Pride Parade!

Snapshots from the Sydney Mardi Gras Parade 2016 Photos: Claire Mahjoub

Our newly elected Deputy Lord Mayor
SSH

CITY of Sydney Council met on
Monday February 29 and elected
Greens Councillor Irene Doutney
the city’s new Deputy Lord Mayor.
The election took place following
the death in January of serving
Deputy Lord Mayor Robyn Kemmis,
a highly respected councillor affiliated
with Lord Mayor Clover Moore’s
Independents.
A “memorandum of understanding”
between Ms Moore and Ms Doutney
was forged in late January. An article
published by Central Sydney magazine

on January 27 made clear Ms Moore’s
endorsement of Ms Doutney who
will support budgetary measures
but remain free to withhold support
regarding any issue on which the two
disagree.
A Greens’ reference group supported
Ms Doutney’s nomination. “I don’t like
power, I’m not a power seeker, I find it
very challenging but I’m just hoping I’ll
have the strength to stand up to both
my colleagues and the Lord Mayor and
her party,” Ms Doutney said.
Ms Doutney has been a consistent
and passionate advocate for those
experiencing or at risk of homelessness.
She wants to further the work of the

council’s homelessness unit, and look at
initiatives such as employing homeless
people for some council duties.
Our February issue featured an
article by Ms Doutney on preserving the
city’s tree canopy which is under threat
from light rail work and redevelopment.
“[The Lord Mayor and I] have had big
disagreements over things in the past
and I don’t anticipate that will end,
there’ll be things I won’t be happy
with … I’m going to stand my ground
on those.”
On the day following her election
Ms Doutney said: “I was honoured to
be elected as Deputy Lord Mayor ...
Thanks to everyone for your support

– it means a lot. I’m looking forward
to the coming challenges and to
continuing my work with activists
and residents across the community.”
The previous Thursday Ms Doutney
witnessed the apology to the ’78ers at
the NSW Parliament. She said: “It is
an important step in recognising those
who were at the forefront of the LGBTIQ
rights movement and the injustices
they suffered.”
As a ’78er and campaigner for
acknowledgement of discrimination
and mistreatment, she was very pleased
by the decision of the NSW Police, prior
to the Parade on March 5, to also issue
S
a formal apology.

Deputy Lord Mayor Irene Doutney in Redfern Park
Photo: Kat Hines
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opposed the building of the St Peters
interchange, because of “all the
THE NSW ALP Annual
attendant disastrous aspects which
Conference met on the weekend
will affect the areas in the vicinity
of February 13-14. Amongst
of the St Peters interchange”.
many other items, WestConnex
Having been passed by
was on the agenda.
Annual Conference, this motion
is now ALP policy. Does this
Prior to the weekend, the Party’s
mean that the old policy is no
last publicly announced policy on
longer in effect? It’s not clear.
WestConnex could be found in the
The new policy does not
document, A Better Way – Labor’s
contradict the old policy and the
Fully Funded Infrastructure Plan,
old policy has not been publicly
one of 80 or so policy statements
withdrawn. It may be that both
released by the NSW ALP during
policies are in effect. Or, it may be
the 2015 state election campaign.
that the new policy replaces the
A Better Way offered support for
old policy, which would mean that
only some parts of WestConnex.
the ALP is opposed to the St Peters
Labor committed to widen the
interchange, and effectively has no
M4, and to extend it to the CBD.
policy on the rest of WestConnex.
It also committed to widen and
An amendment to the successful
extend the M5, but to Kingsford
motion was moved at Conference, by
Smith Airport instead of to St
this reporter. The amendment asked
Peters. Further, Labor committed
the ALP to take a stronger stance
to not building the M4-M5 link.
against WestConnex. It tried to tie
On February 14, Labor’s Annual
ALP support for WestConnex to
Conference passed a motion
favourable reports from the Federal
opposing the St Peters interchange,
Auditor General and Infrastructure
the intended end point of the New
Australia, and it asked the ALP to
M5. The St Peters interchange is
consider supporting other transport
also where the New M5 meets the
infrastructure programs instead of
M4-M5 Link, the future connection
WestConnex. The amendment was
between the M5 and the M4.
not debated and it did not pass.
FDN Manager Peter Ince presents his report to the AGM
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Fresh approach to caring for people in need
ANDREW COLLIS

BOTANY: THE Food Distribution
Network (FDN) held its Annual
General Meeting on Wednesday
October 29. The guest speaker
for the meeting was Kelly Smith,
Nutrition Programs Co-ordinator for
Secondbite, with whom FDN shares
premises in Margate Street, Botany.
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The AGM was attended by staff,
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clients, volunteers and supporters.
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the area. The emphasis is on
Charles
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Vazeyinclusive community with
Chelsea Wallis
Angelique
Watkins
a simplicity
that reflects the
Vanessa Watson
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Whitehead resources of the parish.
Henry Whittaker
Our vision statement is:
Kate Williamson
Catherine
Wood
“We
acknowledge the Gadigal

people of the Eora nation as the
traditional custodians of the land
Julieon
McCrossin
which St Joseph’s stands. St
Rohan MacDonald
Joseph’s
norrie
mAy-welby aims to provide a safe place
Marry Ellen McCue
all people to pray regardless of
Mattfor
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McMahon
age,
race, creed, gender, cultural
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Dorothy
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Jane Morro
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Margaret Neale
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David
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Lincoln Sharp
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Ross Smith
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Margaret Vazey
Brianour
Vazey current way of living the
Rosiegospel
Wagstaff in the inner city in 2016.
Naomi Ward
The practical implications of
Peter Whitehead

ministry to gay and lesbian Catholics
and their families and friends.
We engage with the local
community in a number of ways.
There is a community garden on
church property and we lease Garavel
Park to the council for peppercorn
rent to benefit the community. This
park is named after the first parish
priest of Newtown. We make spaces
available at low cost to Alcoholics
Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous
and other community groups.
We lease the old school to a
community of artists that meets a
need for this kind of space in the
inner city. We also host the Catholic
Indonesian Community each Sunday
for Mass and community events.
We support the Asylum Seeker Centre
in Bedford Street with their food bank
and through the use of spaces here at
St Joseph’s to support their programs.
We will celebrate this year with a
Gala Dinner at St Scholastica’s, Glebe,
on April 13 which recognises the
long history we have with the Good
Samaritan Sisters in education in the
parish. We will also display a plaque
to commemorate the day of the
laying of the foundation stone with a
special Mass on July 31 at 10.30am.
Details of these events can be found
on our website: www.newtownfaith.
S
blogspot.com.au.
Fr Peter Maher is the parish priest
at St Joseph’s Newtown.

are the premier and most attractive
choice for all clients to receive
their fresh produce,” he said.
One client made particular
mention of FDN’s revamped
bi-monthly newsletter which features
good nutritional advice, interesting
and easy to prepare recipes, an
absorbing quiz and “excellent jokes”.
Guest speaker Kelly Smith
highlighted the shared values
and concerns of the partner
organisations. Secondbite and FDN
are committed to providing a healthy
variety of fruit and vegetables to
those in need. Both see the value of
home visits and social interaction for
those with mobility or other issues.
Both seek to reduce food waste.

think creatively about their use of
the fruit and vegies in a typical box
from FDN. Suggestions included
salads, sandwiches, roasts, stir fries,
soups and smoothies. Ms Smith
assured the meeting that fruit and
vegies could be stored safely for
many days, “brown spots” removed
as necessary, and “limp” vegies
used to make soup or freshened-up
in a bowl of cold water. “Fruits and
vegetables won’t ever make you sick
unless they’re mouldy,” she said.
The AGM concluded with
S
refreshments, tea and coffee.
For more information or enquiries about
sponsorship and volunteering contact
Peter Ince: manager@fdn.org.au
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Protestors rally at Town Hall, February 8 Photo: Lyn Turnbull

Let them stay – sanctuary for children
YOUTH OF TODAY
KATIE GOMPERTZ

SANCTUARY: To you and I, perhaps,
this word conjures up a weekend
away, a spa or even just a few
moments of peace from the everyday
commotion. But for 267 asylum
seekers in Australia, including 37
babies born in Australia and kids
currently going to local primary
schools, this word holds out the
promise of life.
We’re talking about people just like
us – cricket fans and accountants and
gourmet cooks, adults and children
who fled war and terror to seek safety
in our community. The 267 even
include women who have allegedly

been sexually assaulted on Nauru and
now face return to their abusers.
Amnesty International details heartwrenching stories. Ahmed was put
into detention and separated from his
family. Bala was tortured in Sri Lanka,
and fled to Australia. Yasmin fled to
Australia with her young child. Siva was
held in immigration detention for over
three years. A recent report laments:
“Our system is broken – and it’s not
getting better.”
When the Rev. Nicole Fleming
(Ba l ma in Un it ing Chu rch) f i rst
heard of the High Court’s decision
against granting asylum to “aliens”
– returning them to the nightmare of
offshore processing on Nauru – she
was incensed. In consultation with the
National Director of Uniting Justice, Ms
Fleming invoked the concept of “church

sanctuary” for desperate and vulnerable
people. Balmain Uniting Church, along
with many other church and religious
groups outraged and stirred to action,
may be able to offer asylum seekers
and their children accommodation and
support, but at what cost?
The next few weeks will be a telling
time. “Church sanctuary” has never
been invoked in Australia, not since
federation anyway.
The concept, though, has a long
history. The practice is mentioned
in 1 Kings 1: 49-53 and 2: 28-34 for
people seeking sanctuary at the
altar of the Temple. However, as Neil
Foster, the ABC’s Religion and Ethics
correspondent, points out, members of
a religious group who shelter someone
who is set to be returned to Nauru may
be guilty of an offence under s.233E of

the Migration Act 1958 (Cth), subsection
(3)o (ABC article February 9, 2016).
If we can put the law aside for
a moment, isn’t there sometimes a
stark difference between what is legal
and what is morally right? Surely, it’s
something worth debating, robustly
and fairly. Perhaps a moral outcry will
see a review of the law, which our
government appears so desperate to
cling to.
Of course, it could swing another way.
It is noted that in Canada, where offering
sanctuary to asylum seekers has become
a contemporary practice, the church had
to start a “screening process” which
soon mirrored the process the Canadian
government employed in deciding who
should be granted refugee status (thanks
again to Neil Foster, ABC, February 9).
Regardless of the outcome, and (a)

whether or not the asylum seekers can
get to the churches opening their doors,
and (b) whether the churches are held
to account under the law, this is fanning
the sparks of debate in the community
about our immigration processes, and
is keeping the issue very much in the
forefront of the media.
The Australian Churches Refugee
Taskforce, with the National Council
of Churches in Australia and Act for
Peace, supports the decision taken
by several churches and cathedrals
across Australia to offer a sanctuary to
asylum seekers.
Catholic sisters, Anglican, Uniting
Church and Baptist church ministers
have spoken publicly throughout
Australia to offer protection to asylum
seekers from deportation to a place
where people face unimaginable
sit uat ion s. Ot her Aust ra l ia n
international aid and community sector
agencies have united behind churches
across the country, and medical support
for any asylum seeker in a sanctuary
has been publicly offered by the Calvary
and St Vincent’s network of hospitals
across the country.
An Act for Peace statement declares:
“We believe that refugees and asylum
seekers are entitled to a safe and
humane treatment during the difficult
process of seeking and finding safety.
We support wholeheartedly this
initiative and join the call on the federal
government to provide safe haven here
S
in Australia.”
Further information is available
at www.acrt.com.au
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MENTAL HEALTH MAT TERS

Goals and values
ANNE CAMAC & LAURA BUZO

Rebecca Morris examines one of the pots at Farm Cove Photo: Bec Lewis

Conservation and
community outreach
ANDREW COLLIS

ACCORDING to the Australian
Museum Ichthyology Database there
are 588 species of fish in Sydney
Harbour. By comparison there are
540 species in the Mediterranean
Sea and 276 in UK coastal waters to
a depth of 200 metres. Sydneysiders
have a special responsibility to care
for such rich and varied marine
life. Marine ecologist Rebecca
Morris has spent the best part
of three years on research into
biodiversity, with a focus on the
seawalls at Blackwattle Bay.
In coming months, repeating
what proved effective at Blackwattle
Bay, 60 concrete pots with coconut
fibre (coir) mats will be attached to
seawalls along the harbour, from
Farm Cove to Beare Park. The pots
mimic natural rock pools, attracting
herbivorous starfish, crabs, oysters,

gobies, blennies and juvenile bream.
Small cameras capture patterns
of colonisation and movement.
The knowledge acquired will
help prevent loss of marine life to
developments – nearby and overseas
– as well as helping to enhance the
health and beauty of the harbour.
The program is supported by the
Sydney Coastal Councils Group
with a federal government grant of
$104,000. The City of Sydney will
present findings to neighbouring
councils at an ecological
engineering seminar in May.
Talks and tours will also be run
through the Royal Botanic Gardens.
“There are tours for school groups
and for adults,” Ms Morris said.
“Community outreach is part of the
process and essential to ensuring
conservation for the long term.”  S
For community tour dates go to
whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

It’s March already! For most
people – possibly even for
all people – this means
that we have broken some
New Year Resolutions.
Having goals and sticking
to them can be difficult.
Some people do not
consciously set goals but we
all do it – even if we don’t
realise that’s what we’re
doing. “I’m going to cook three
vegetarian dinners this week,
minimum”; “I’m going to do
the washing up before bed”;
“I’m going to study for three
hours tonight”; “I’m going to
do three sessions of exercise
this week”. These are all goals.
If the goals we have
are vague, unrealistic and
immeasurable, then we are
setting ourselves up for failure.
“I am going to get healthy”
for example. Okay. How do
you know what is healthy
and what is not? Why do you
want to “get healthy”? How
are you going to measure your
endeavours and when will
you know you have reached
this goal? A moot point really,
because this goal is a recipe for

failure. In psychotherapeutic
circles, the best goals
adhere to principles of
SMART goal setting.
The S stands for specific.
Rather than “I’m going to get
healthy”, something like “I’m
going to lose some weight”.
The M stands for measurable.
You need to specify the actual,
tangible outcome of your
endeavour. So “I’m going
to lose five kilograms”.
The A is for achievable.
Shooting for 25 kilograms of
weight loss is not realistically
achievable and even if you were
able to do it in one hit, it would
most likely pile straight back
on. Five kilograms is achievable,
and you can always goal set
for five more in due course.
The R is for relevant, which
is where you can specify why
you want to achieve this goal,
why it is important. “I want
to lose weight to stop snoring
because my partner’s sleep
is being disturbed. I want to
lose weight to reduce my risk
of developing diabetes and to
make it easier for myself to
walk to and from the shops.”
The T is for time-bound.
Each goal should specify a
timeframe. An open-ended

goal can always be put off until
next week. “I’m going to lose
five kilograms by August.”
One path to SMART goal
setting is to identify your
own personal values, what
is important to you, how you
would like to live. So here you
could identify the desire to
live a healthy life as something
you value, a principle you
would like to live by no matter
what specific goals you end
up setting. Think about what
makes you happy, what qualities
you admire in others, qualities
that make you feel happy
and proud within yourself.
If you Google the word
“values”, a lot will come up.
Try to keep your choice of
values to a core number of
about five or so. “I value helping
others, spending time outdoors,
attending to my relationships,
maintaining physical fitness,
being with animals.”
Now you are ready to set
S
some goals. Good luck.
Between them, Anne and Laura have
over 30 years of experience as mental
health professionals. That said, this
column is not intended to replace
professional advice when it is needed.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Stop men’s rights activists telling women what to do
KATIE GOMPERTZ

I don’t think I say enough about
Australian media in general,
but where is the proper news
coverage? That’s a general
criticism of big news outlets.
News these days is drip-fed,
vacuous and rarely has an
effect on our community.
On February 6 the Saturday
Paper wrote a story headed,
“The Men Hijacking Family Law
Reform”. It’s a terrifying read
for any parent dependent on the
advice of the courts to help their
custody arrangements, especially
with regards to circumstances
that involve family violence.
The basic story is some men’s
rights activists and lobbyists
have submitted a paper and are
garnering senator and crossbench support for an overhaul
and review of family law reform.
They are attempting to control
the conversation, and it’s all
happening under our very noses!
There are actually few media
outlets covering this story at
all. Why? Perhaps they don’t
see it as “interesting enough”
or think there is no “audience
need” for such a story but
let me tell you, there is!
I am neither eloquent nor
informed enough to break down
the fundamental issues involved

here or to explain them simply,
so here it is from an anonymous
source who is very familiar with
the court system in Australia:
“Recently a paper was
submitted to Senate outlining
proposed recommendations for
family law reform. This paper
was written by the Family Law
Reform Coalition, a group aligned
with men’s rights groups, single
fathers and fathers’ rights groups
and prominent anti-feminist
group “Destroy the Narrative”.
The recommendations they have
put forth align directly with their
agendas and exclude the safety
and wellbeing of women and
children from the equation.
“This has happened before! In
2003 they wrote a very similar
series of recommendations
and lacking opposition some
detrimental ones became law,
namely the 50/50 shared care law
in 2006. By 2011 the government
understood the true detriment
of such laws, which had no
allowances for individuality and
absolutely no regard for the
safety or wellbeing of the children
being forced to spend extended
periods of time in the care of
abusive parents. Australia finally
realised what was happening and
the government overturned the
law in the Family Law Act 2011.
“If this current paper is used

as a basis for reforming the
Family Law Act we can expect
similar things to occur; these
groups wish to see the 50/50
shared care law reinstated,
forcing our children into the
hands of those who abused
them and their mothers.
This law also gives men license
to continue their abuse of
women long after separation.
These groups are well known
for their misogynistic and
anti-feminist slogans. They
are well known to either lie
outright about the facts of
abuse or simply misconstrue
statistics in their favour to
gain attention. Do not allow
them to gain power or control
over the fate of our children.
“As a community we cannot
allow this bias to dictate the
future of our children. The
family law reforms should not
be based on recommendations
from extremist groups with
no interest in the safety and
well-being of our children!”
Please support the petition
(chn.ge/1L9vXB4) to ask
senators to pay attention to this
serious and terrifying issue.
The bottom line is this should
be front-page news and it’s
not! Not good enough Australia,
#WeCanDoBetter.

S
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Women dead from
domestic violence in February
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Women dead from
domestic violence in Australia in 2016

IMPORTANT LINKS
COAST SHELTER www.coastshelter.org.au/kara.html
VINNIES www.vinnies.org.au/page/Find_Help/NSW/Domestic_and_family_violence/
Crisis_Accomodation_For_Women_and_Children_Escaping_Domestic_Violence
FAMILY RELATIONSHIP ADVICE LINE 1800 050 321 or www.familyrelationships.gov.au
HEADSPACE www.headspace.org.au
KIDSMATTER www.kidsmatter.edu.au
In the event that you have a child who has been in an unsafe home, or if one is known
to you, these are the services available to you in NSW: www.health.nsw.gov.au/mhdao/
Pages/camhs.aspx

DO YOU NEED SUPPORT?
• If you feel you need to find somewhere safe, Jan from the Moving
Forward organisation can be contacted on 9599 3217 or email at
manager@movingforward.org.au.
• If you or somebody you know is in immediate danger, call 000 now.
• 1800 RESPECT is a 24-hour hotline for any Australian who has
experienced, or is at risk of, family and domestic violence.
Call 1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732) or visit www.1800respect.org.au
• Safe Steps is a 24-hour family violence response centre. Call 1800 015 188
or visit www.safesteps.org.au
• Lifeline provides all Australians with access to 24-hour crisis support and
suicide prevention services. Call 13 11 14 or visit www.lifeline.org.au
• Relationships Australia provides support services for individuals, families
and communities. Call 1300 364 277 or visit www.relationships.org.au
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Hazardous encounter with locals
WATERLOO REDEVELOPMENT
EMILY STRANEY

IF you were at the National Centre
of Indigenous Excellence (NCIE) in
Redfern on Thursday February 18 you
would have been forgiven for thinking
you were arriving at a Hillsong Church
convention. Residents were greeted
by an army of bureaucrats and renta-staffers (recognised from other
consultations) sporting bright green
T-shirts emblazoned with the promise:
“More Homes, Better Place, Great
Transport”. If you were expecting a
smooth talking and inspiring preacher,
however, you would be disappointed.
The meeting was the first of many
t hat w ill focus on t he proposed
changes to public and social housing
in Waterloo. Residents were given a
chance to share their opinions directly
with Brad Hazzard, Minister for Family
and Community Services (FACS) and
Minister for Social Housing.
The room quickly reached overcapacity, the negative atmosphere
palpable as the majority had little positive
regard for the minister’s justification of
the redevelopment and its plans.
In fact quite quickly the meeting
descended into shouting from the
crowd, murmurs at each of the tables,
and complaints to Mr Hazzard that
the attendees were wasting their time.
“This meeting has been called so the
community can have their say, but not
for a few people to yell over the others,”
Mr Hazzard said sternly.
The information given at the event
stated that Sydney Metro, FACS and
UrbanGrowth NSW were working
together to redevelop the area. Producing

Questions and frustrations Photo: Emily Straney

more social housing, a brand new metro
station below Wellington Street, Cope
Street and Raglan Street in Waterloo,
and a renewed community will require
tenants to relocate from their current
public housing residences.
The crowd was assured that no
one would be asked to move until
2017. They will be given six months
notice and moved to a location of their
choice. Looking to the future, after the
renovations are completed in the coming
15-20 years, the residents will have the
option of moving back.
One elderly woman yelled, “Excuse
me, excuse me, in 20 years I’ll be dead”.
The crowd roared in support, before she
added: “I’ve lived here for 33 years.” It
appeared to be a common theme, some
having lived in Waterloo their entire
lives. They want to know why they’re
being moved.
Aunty Glendra of the NCIE expressed
what many were thinking when she
said: “People are being dispossessed
and they feel powerless. People don’t
want to leave.”
When it came time for Q&A, the
minister had his work cut out for him.
Virginia Hickey stood and exclaimed
that she’d lived at her current address in
Waterloo for 25 years and in that time
had come to rely on the community
around her. She addressed the crowd:
“It’s good to see so many people in here.
I don’t care what colour you are, but we

are people.” Another man shared her
sentiments: “We should all clap and
we should all cheer, and stick together,
because this is our future.”
There were some positive and hopeful
comments made.
Sean Maguire told of his hopes
that local youth would be provided
with apprenticeships and jobs in the
renovations. He is taking a positive away
from the meeting, hoping that young
people would be able to “build a future”,
and one day in 20 years time when the
housing estate is completed, they will
be able to look upon it with pride and
say that they built it, and it turned their
lives around.
Counterpoint Community Services
EO Mike Shreenan said afterwards: “It
certainly was not a great start to what
will be a long process of consultation. I
personally give them nine out of 10 for
intention, resident turnout, venue and
handouts. However, the facilitation, the
answers to community questions, and
rapport-building skills were abysmal.
This is what happens when you allow
a minister to control an event with
complete disregard for the agenda and
facilitator. They should have utilised the
many frontline workers such as the local
NGOs and government workers in the
community who have a well-established
relationship with tenants.
“I hope t hose i nvolved i n t he
organising will not repeat the same
mistakes at future events. If they would
only listen to the local community
leaders, and review lessons from
recent history they could avoid a lot
of heartache. The event had great
potential to alleviate some fears, and
to create a positive dialogue but sadly it
created more anxiety, more confusion
S
and anger.”

Cosmetic testing –
it’s no bunny business
One of the issues that members of our community
regularly contect me about is animal welfare, so I
want to let you know some exciting news.
Recently Labor introduced legislation to the
parliament that will implement our policy to ban
animal testing of cosmetics, and on the sale in
Australia of cosmetics and cosmetic ingredients
tested on animals.
Our policy will put an end to:.
•	animal testing in Australia for cosmetic
purposes; and
•	the sale in Australia of cosmetics and cosmetic
ingredients that have been tested on animals.
I am passionate about the welfare of animals,
and in 2013 I started Labor’s national consultation
on the importation and sale of cosmetics tested
on animals.

Redevelopment – what it means for tenants
WATERLOO REDEVELOPMENT
LINDSAY ASH

IN December last year, just before
Christmas, the state government
announced a plan to redevelop
the Waterloo area over the next 20
years. They also announced the
need to relocate at least 2,000 public
housing tenants as a result, while
the redevelopment takes place.
The plan follows similar decisions in
2014 and 2015 to sell and redevelop
public housing areas in Ivanhoe and
Millers Point.
Tenants had a long wait until
February to get more details about
what they could expect. On February
18, 2016 Social Housing Minister Brad
Hazzard spoke to a packed room of
concerned Waterloo residents about the
plans. Many welcomed the minister’s
statement at the meeting that he would
“absolutely guarantee” that people
could move back to the area once
redevelopment was completed. Other
details – such as when tenants would
be expected to move, when they can
return, and what social services and
infrastructure would be provided to
support them – are yet to be announced.
Minister Hazzard stressed that the
community would be consulted about
major details of the plan. Redfern Legal
Centre’s Inner Sydney Tenants’ Advice
& Advocacy Service, along with many
other organisations and tenants’ groups,
hope that tenants will be consulted
about the impacts that the decision
could have on their welfare, health and
community.
Any consultation should involve a
comprehensive assessment of the social
impacts of the decision, and a plan
that allows tenants to maintain their

ties to community. That consultation
should also consider how the decision
could impact on the housing system
in general, and particularly on tenants
outside of Waterloo who have been
waiting significant lengths of time for
transfers.
Although we welcome the guarantee
of return for Waterloo residents, our
experience advocating with tenants
facing relocation raises some concerns
about the Waterloo redevelopment plan.
We are concerned that there are
no firm commitments to increase the
number of public housing dwellings in
Waterloo. Though Minister Hazzard
has pledged an increase in social and
affordable housing, he has not yet
specified what percentage of housing
would continue to be owned by the
government.
The term “social housing” includes
both public housing and community
housing. Public housing refers to
government-owned and managed
proper ties, whereas community
housing, and “affordable housing”,
is run by non-government providers.
Tenants in community housing often
find their housing less secure and
decisions of their landlords harder to
challenge.
We have defended a large number
of tenants at threat of eviction for no
reason from affordable or community
housing, a practice that is rarely if ever
used in public housing. We oppose the
trend towards the sale and transfer of
public housing to community housing
providers in the inner Sydney area. It
is vital that links to community and
services be maintained for tenants.
The rights and responsibilities of
Housing NSW when they relocate
tenants for redevelopment are set out
in the Residential Tenancies Act and
in Housing Policy. The Act says that

Housing NSW can end a tenant’s lease
if the tenant rejects offers to relocate.
However, tenants facing relocation
also have rights – to be made reasonable
offers that match what they need, to
choose the area they relocate to, and
to challenge decisions about their
relocation if Housing do not follow
S
the rules.
Lindsay Ash is a Solicitor at Inner
Sydney Tenants’ Advice and Advocacy
Service at Redfern Legal Centre

TENANTS’ RIGHTS
IN RELOCATION
• 	Housing HSW has to make tenants
offers of other properties to move to.
In most cases, it must make two offers.
• 	Housing NSW has to invite each tenant
to an interview and get information
about their household’s housing needs.
Housing needs includes the number of
bedrooms, type of property and the
area each household requires.
• 	Tenants can have a support person or
advocate with them at the interview.
They do not have to speak to Housing
NSW alone.
• 	After the interview, a tenant is entitled
to a relocation statement that sets out
what their entitlements are, what will
happen and when.
• 	Tenants have the right to appeal
decisions made by Housing NSW
throughout the relocation process.
• 	Tenants who think Housing NSW
has made an unfair decision about
them can seek advice from a tenants’
advice service.
The local service for Waterloo is the Inner
Sydney Tenants’ Advice & Advocacy
Service at Redfern Legal Centre.
Call 9698 5975.

My parliamentary colleagues, Clare O’Neil
and Stephen Jones, undertook an extensive
consultation process on this policy. They have
talked to 13,000 ordinary Australians who
wanted their voices heard, as well as animal
welfare groups, industry, regulators, and lawyers.
More than 90 percent have told us that that they
do not believe animals should have to suffer for
cosmetics and we have listened.
On 29 February 2016 Labor MPs introduced the
Ethical Cosmetics Bill 2016 to the Parliament.
We hope the Liberal government will support
our bill to become law.
We want to see an end to the cruel practice of
animal testing for cosmetics and you can help us.
If you’d like to sign a petition showing your support,
or learn more about our policy, you can do so at
www. bancosmeticstestedonanimals.com
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Vale Robyn Kemmis
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(3/9/1943 – 27/12/2015)

A memorial service for Robyn Kemmis, Deputy Lord Mayor of Sydney, was held on February 18 at Sydney

VENDOR PROFILE

Town Hall. Charles “Chicka” Madden offered the Welcome to Country. Eulogies were given by Errol Palmer,
Dr Anne Summers AO, Sharon Sullivan, Professor Tony Blake, Lord Mayor Clover Moore, Constantine Pappas
and Kate Brennan. The following is an abridged version of Kate Brennan’s words of remembrance.
KATE BRENNAN

GARY
Many of The Big Issue vendors
come from a range of different
backgrounds. Some suffer from
mental or physical disabilities.
Others may be recovering from
addictions or social isolation.
Gary suffered from long-term
unemployment.
Gary worked for 34 years at the
Australian Taxation Office. “I was
offered a redundancy package
when they were implementing
technology. With that I
purchased a property in 1997.”
More work was hard to come by,
however, and while Gary was still
unemployed, he was introduced
to a US-based company which
promised to “virtually double
your money in a month”.
“I looked at the company and I
thought, ‘Well maybe this is a
quick means to getting extra
assets because, if I was going
to multiply my money in one
month, this would help me’.
After a year, people really started
getting worried. It was found out
that this company was actually
not going to pay out funds at all.
It was a fraud.
“I didn’t really have any funds
available to go in on a class
action because I had mortgaged
my place in order to invest.
I had to sell my property to pay
back loans because I was not on
any income to pay off the loan.
I didn’t end up with much at all
out of the situation.
“Because of this financial loss
I think it’s made me feel that,
even at my age, I still want
to re‑establish my financial
situation. The Big Issue is a good
start for me to get an income
and is fairly permanent. I’m really
quite confident out there with
it. I make it a point of trying
to interact with people even
without them even purchasing.
“I’m proud to be doing what
I’m doing regardless of the
people purchasing or not. To me
that’s why I think The Big Issue
is great.”
You can find Gary selling most
days on the corner Market and
Kent streets. He may appear
quiet and reserved but he is
always up for a chat.
If you or anyone you know
could benefit from becoming a
vendor for The Big Issue, please
contact the Sydney office for
more information:
125-127 Little Eveleigh St.
Redfern; phone 8332 7200;
email sydney@bigissue.org.au
PHOTO BY PETER HOLCROFT

The Big Issue is Australia’s
leading social enterprise.
It is an independent, not
for‑profit organisation that
develops solutions to help
homeless, disadvantaged
and marginalised people
positively change their lives.
The Big Issue magazine is
published fortnightly and sold
on the streets by vendors who
purchase copies for $3 and
sell them for $6, keeping the
difference.
To find out more visit:
www.thebigissue.org.au

I acknowledge the Gadigal People
of the Eora Nation – on whose
land we hold this gathering – I
pay my respects to Elders past,
present and future – I recognise
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people who gather here today to
honour this significant life.
My name is Kate Brennan and
I am a community worker in the
suburb of Glebe. I have accepted
this honour of speaking on behalf
of the Glebe community, about
one of our own who has left us. I
have spent time speaking to Glebe
people – residents and workers
– about her life and the legacy
which her presence, friendship,
and finally her passing have left.
It is the community in which
our friend and colleague lived
and worked for the last 35
years. It is the community in
which she spent countless hours
advocating, advising, speaking,
scrutinising and connecting. It
is the place she called home.
Perhaps what allowed her to fit so
well into the motley crew of Glebe
was her ability to connect across
diversity, to reach out to people.
It is certainly a feature anyone
who came into contact with her

understood – she was a succinct
and practical communicator – with
a razor-sharp skill for connection.
One worker shared his perspective
on the special way she had of giving
you her undivided attention. He
said: “You felt her spotlight on you
– she wasn’t just interested in my
work – she was interested in me.”
It was a common experience of the
community of Glebe to be pleasantly
surprised by her arrival at an event.
How she even knew about many
of them, we are unsure – but in
she would stride, whether it was a
gathering of COW group (acronym for
Concerned Older Women) of which
Robyn was an honorary member, or
a community barbecue with a few
families and a dog. Into the smoke
and the chaos would stride this lanky,
bespectacled, oft stern-faced woman.
She’d slip in beside you, lean in,
peer over her glasses, and ask, “How
are things?” It wasn’t, one knew,
any ordinary usage of the phrase.
Another community member
observed: “She was like a private
investigator – her ear always to
the ground – that marked how she
worked for this community.”
The treasurer of a local charity
board reflected: “Three or four
times our service got very close
to the wire … I’d call Robyn and
within days we’d get some relief.

I don’t know what she did or how
she did it – but she always followed
up listening with action.”
There was a feeling that her whole
life was her work and a sense that
she seemed less interested in her
role than what she could get done
through it. She was a conduit who
viewed the range of positions she
held as a vehicle for action. And
she never hid behind bureaucracy.
Despite this, her presence
demanded no tribute – she didn’t
want to be the centre of attention or
to take up a lot of oxygen. She would
circulate with everyone – not just
the allegedly important people.
As one Aboriginal Elder put it:
“She was a Holden – not a Cadillac.”
Another worker commented: “She
believed in the work being done at
a community level – deeply – she
believed in its power and influence.”
Many to whom I spoke
described her as a mentor.
She was also an Elder in the
community– this is a title not lightly
given. She portrayed the dignity and
unspoken authority of such. She was
unflappable, clear and interested.
In hindsight we have wondered
how she was able to establish such
breadth of relationship – as today’s
gathering is testament. “Powerhouse”,
“superwoman” were words used
to describe her, but we know now

Robyn Kemmis Photo: Supplied

that she was human, and the Glebe
community acknowledges her family
and friends, who had to share her
with a much broader population.
Some years ago the Deputy
Lord Mayor and I discussed the
likelihood of us having relatives
in common, both our bloodlines
emerging from the jacaranda-lined
streets of Grafton. She reminded me
of people from the country, with an
understated easy dignity, expressed
through a straight spine – her
clear and inquisitive gaze, as if
seeking or seeing something a little
beyond the grasp of the rest of us.
So she has left in this way – in
the same way she lived and
worked – quickly, quietly and
determinedly. The community
of Glebe will remember her.
And as is the way with all things
passing, her death will create spaces
to form relationships and remind us
to listen deeply with intention, richly
informed by the privilege of having
S
known her.

Stars align for Marana
ANDREW COLLIS

THE Aboriginal word marana
means “stars”. Marana signifies
a deep connection with the
universe and a strong sense of
spiritual belonging, and connotes
the survival and durability of
ancient cultures – the stars keep
on shining. Marana is also the
name of an innovative new service
offering support and training
opportunities for Indigenous
pre-release prisoners. Employment
on release is guaranteed and
mentoring beyond release is
offered on a case-by-case basis.
Funding for a residential
complex (for up to 180 pre-release
prisoners per year) and a sixmonth certified vocational training
program has been given a green
light by the NSW government,
following extensive meetings
with the Minister for Corrections,
David Elliott MP, and Assistant
Commissioner for Corrections,
Luke Grant. A pilot program will
commence in coming months.
Greg Symons, one of four Executive
Directors, said: “We are very pleased
to have the support of government as
well as our private equity partners.
Marana outcomes meet all the Close
the Gap strategy targets. Mentoring
and education deliver health
and life skills as well as specific
training in the building industry.

“Our participants will learn to
build houses according to a patented
modular system,” he continued.
“The Village Construction System
is geared to meet the growing need
for affordable housing, especially
in remote communities. It is strong,
safe and very cost-effective.”
Mr Symons has an Indigenous
background and over 40 years of
experience serving variously as legal
counsel and advisor to major corporate
clients in Australia, China, the USA,
Europe, the Middle East, India and
South-East Asia. He was Chairperson
of the South Sydney Aboriginal
Corporation and Resource Centre.
“Marana promises to reduce rates
of recidivism and overcrowding in
NSW prisons,” Mr Symons said.
It would also represent savings
to government, he argued, in the
vicinity of $16 million per year.
The Marana management
team boasts a wealth of
experience and expertise.
Norma Ingram, Executive
Director, is a Wiradjuri woman with
credentials in Indigenous education,
training and employment. She is
Co-Chair of the National Congress
of Australia’s First Peoples and
Co-Director of the National Aboriginal
College, based in Redfern.
Lisa Williams, Executive Director,
has over 25 years of experience
in Aboriginal employment and
training. She designed and
developed the course on Aboriginal

Anthony Dillon, Greg Symons and John Lanzky Photo: Gabriel Azzi

Culture and Community, and
training for Indigenous Elders to
act as mentors for participants
undertaking Marana programs.
John Lanzky, Executive Director,
is an experienced business
owner and manager. He is active
in a charitable program for the
accommodation of homeless men
in Waterloo, and has served on the
executive of Lions Club Australia.
Dr Anthony Dillon, an Advisor to
the Marana Board, is the author of
the Marana Life Skills program. Mr
Dillon is an academic at Australian
Catholic University, where his work

focuses on Indigenous disadvantage.
His research interests include
alternative conceptualisations of
mental health (particularly ADHD),
statistics and psychometrics, applied
psychology and Indigenous health.
Norma Ingram has been invited
to attend the World Indigenous
Peoples Conference on Education
in Toronto, scheduled for July 2017.
She will present a paper on the
Marana complex, training programs
S
and outcomes.
For more information contact
Greg Symons: m.symons1@gmail.com

This page is sponsored by Uniting, the Board of the NSW and ACT Synod of the Uniting Church
responsible for the work of community services, chaplaincy and social justice advocacy.
www.uniting.org

... to inspire people, enliven
communities and confront injustice
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Jenny Leong MP

Towards marriage equality

STATE M EM B E R
FOR NEWTOWN

DOROTHY MCRAE-MCMAHON

WHILE same-sex marriage is not
currently legal, some people are
acting on faith that it soon will be.
The South Sydney Uniting Church
in Waterloo has already taken a role
in ceremonies with three couples
preparing for this change.
The first involved are a lesbian
couple. They decided to formalise their
relationship by going to the United
States to be legally married. As women
who had already been together for
decades, marriage was very important
to them. When they returned home,
they arranged for an affirming and
blessing service at our church. The
church was packed with friends and
family – standing room only – and the
atmosphere was one of joy and hope
for the two women.
Then two people decided that,
although they wanted their relationship
recognised and celebrated, they
were not prepared to submit formal
paperwork until same-sex couples
throughout Australia could do the same.
They had an inspiring ceremony which
was conducted by the Rev. Andrew
Collis (minister at South Sydney
Uniting Church and managing editor
of this paper). The couple made the
following statement: “We don’t believe
the federal government legitimises our
commitment to each other’s future – for
us, it’s celebrating with friends and
family that’s important. Besides, one
of us is a genderqueer bisexual who is
only not excluded from the institution
of marriage in the way that a platypus
is not excluded from the category of
seafood.”
The third couple are two gay men
who submitted a notice of intended
marriage with the minister, requesting a
church ceremony despite the lack of law
and rite. A ceremony was held at South
Sydney Uniting Church, conducted
by the minister in the presence of
over 100 cheering friends and family
members. One day in the near future
(on the anniversary of their unofficial
but no less joyful wedding) they hope to
renew their vows according to a formal
rite of the Uniting Church in Australia
and to sign their marriage papers and
certificate.

Our Inner City Green Spaces
and Urban Sanctuaries Must
Be Protected
Many residents have contacted our office recently, alarmed by
development and infrastructure plans that threaten our local
public parklands and green spaces.
Two grooms, one wedding cake Photo: Andrew Collis

For those of us who are homosexual
and have been in long-term committed
relationships, it is truly hard to
imagine why people oppose the formal
recognition of the love we have for each
other. How does the fact that same-sex
people love each other take anything
away from the love and commitment
of heterosexual people? Surely, love is
love, and something to be celebrated in
the wonder and fullness it brings to the
lives of those concerned.
Why don’t we recognise that, even
among heterosexual people, there
are multiple definitions of acceptable
married life? People come from differing
faiths, denominations and cultures.
Some encourage the marriage of
younger women to older men, some
insist that wives obey their husbands,
some allow divorce and others not. Why
are these profound differences not seen
as a threat to our understandings of
marriage if same-sex marriage is that?
I will always remember when I was
driving home one day and my then
four-year-old granddaughter all of a
sudden asked me, “Grandma, are you
and Ali married?” I said, “No”, and she
responded with, “Why not?” This bright
little girl could obviously see that the
love between me and my partner (who
sadly died of brain cancer four years
ago) was the same sort of love which
she saw between her own parents. And
so it was.
It took me some decades of my life
before I recognised my sexuality, and
I am grateful that I gave birth to four
children in that period and that I am
still good friends with my then husband.

However, I could never step back from
the moment when I decided to own my
sexuality, whatever it would cost me in
terms of my ordination and church life.
I wrote a poem at the time and it
finishes with these words: “The skies
part in breathless joy,/ my soul flies free
for the first time/ and all of my being
wheels into oneness and fullness./ The
fragmented elements of my truth,/
which I have always denied life,/ come
together in delighted integration./ I am
alive and Christ is risen within me!/
The grace of God surrounds me like a
cloud of love/ and I stand on the ground
in recreation./ I am home, I am free to
live!/ Thanks be to God!”
I will always be grateful to the
National Assembly of the Uniting
Church for affirming and sustaining
my ordination and also to the World
Council of Churches, with whom I was
doing some work.
Ali Blogg was the love of my life for
more than 20 years, and had she not
died we would have been looking for a
way of formalising our relationship –
probably doing so in New Zealand, the
land of her birth.
Senator Penny Wong has just had an
amazing four-page article published in
the February edition of The Monthly.
It’s titled “It’s Time” and makes a very
convincing case for recognition of samesex relationships.
In the meantime, many of us are
celebrating the determination of people
like those above as they stand on the
ground of their love for each other and
wait in hope for further recognition of
S
their relationships.

Connecting the community
SPONSORED
GREG ROBINSON

WHILE the NSW government did
not choose the University of Sydney
to be part of the Sydney Metro
Network, we remain completely
committed to working with the
government to improve transport
and accessibility for students and
staff at the University and for
the surrounding community.
In the short term, our priorities
include the much-needed upgrade to
Redfern station to ensure access for
people with disabilities and parents
with prams and to ease congestion
on the overcrowded platforms.
Nearly 10,000 pedestrians
make their way between Redfern
station and the University in peak
periods every day, and the narrow
footpaths along Lawson and Little
Eveleigh streets create pedestrian
bottlenecks or force people to walk
on the roads and cycleways, creating
potential conflicts and accidents.
The footpaths take pedestrians
through established residential
suburbs, affecting local people.

The University is keen to find
solutions to these issues and strongly
supports the reconnection of North
Eveleigh and South Eveleigh via
a bridge over the railway lines.
A pedestrian overbridge, constructed
in 1914, was removed in the 1980s.
It provided railway yard workers
with a link between North and South
Eveleigh and also enabled access
to the Redfern station platforms.
A new bridge would re-establish
this connectivity and enhance links to
the station. It would link the University
with Australian Technology Park and
provide a gateway for train passengers
on journeys to and from the Sydney
CBD. It would provide relief from
pedestrian congestion on local streets
and at existing station entry and exit
points, and reduce road safety risks in
the surrounding area for pedestrians,
cyclists and vehicles. It would provide
a link to the regional bike network
and improved connection between
employment and residential areas.
The University’s longer-term
proposals include creating better
pedestrian links over and under
City Road, Camperdown to improve
safety between the Darlington
and Camperdown campuses,

and promoting improvements to
the bus services on City Road.
The University supports the
introduction of an Inner West light rail
link that will alleviate CBD congestion,
revitalise Parramatta Road and give
the Inner West and Sydney’s CBD
a sustainable transport network.
We have identified the need for
committed investment in transport
infrastructure for the area – not just
so that the University can continue
to provide accessible educational and
employment opportunities and deliver
research excellence – but to benefit the
local neighbourhood so that everyone
can live, work and enjoy a vibrant and
S
well-connected community.

Greg Robinson is Director, Campus
Infrastructure & Services.
Authorised by Michael Spence, ViceChancellor of the University of Sydney.
Contact Details – Security & After
Hours: 1800 063 487 (24/7).
Enquiries: 9114 0523; local.
community@sydney.edu.au.

Inner city urban sanctuaries are already all too scarce
and need to be protected from bad planning and greedy
developers.
Sydney’s residents recognise the importance of these spaces that
provide opportunities for passive and active recreation, house
animal and plant life, cool our cities with shade canopies, give our
kids a place to play and provide relief from smog and pollution.
Locals have been devastated to hear that the NSW Government’s
preferred route for the eastern suburbs light rail will result in the
loss of hundreds of historic fig trees being cut down along
Anzac Parade and Alison Road. What is most appalling is that
it is possible to divert the light rail to save the trees – but the
government refuses to recognise the overwhelming community
support for altering the route.
Just down the road, large sections of Moore Park are under
attack from vested interests looking to expand parking and
facilities around the sporting stadiums. A few weeks ago the
Minister for Sport let slip plans for a large section of the park including the beautiful Kippax Lake – to be acquired to construct
yet another massive stadium. I joined with Lord Mayor Clover
Moore and the state members for Sydney and Heffron to quickly
respond. Fortunately that idea has been put on the back burner
and Kippax Lake is safe – for now.
We have known for some time that large sections of the
award winning Sydney Park are being carved off to make
way for the WestConnex polluting tollway. The latest land
grab means that 3 ½ acres of public green space will be taken
from this area. Trees and grassland will make way for asphalt and
traffic congestion. Just what our city doesn’t need!
Communities across Sydney are standing up to say that we
do not want our urban sanctuaries and green space to be
destroyed.
I recently raised this in Parliament, drawing attention to the inner
city sanctuaries that are at risk. You can watch the speech and
read more at jennyleong.org/urban_sanctuaries.
Last year the Total Environment Centre launched a campaign
to protect urban sanctuaries and green space in our inner-city
areas recognising that that “[a] sustainable city must be planned
on the basis of enshrined protection of its natural areas and
public spaces.”
Our green spaces are too precious to lose – and once
they’re gone, they’re gone forever. We need to act now to
protect them.
Do you have a favourite inner city green space that needs
to be protected? If so, please contact my office and let us
know.

Cheers,

Jenny Leong MP
Can we help?
If you are concerned about a local issue or office can assist you
with a specific matter, please get in touch.

Authorised by
Jenny Leong MP
State Member for Newtown
383 King St, Newtown, NSW 2042
T: 02 9517 2800 F: 02 9230 3352
Newtown@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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TRIPOD CAFE
262 ABERCROMBIE ST, DARLINGTON
PH: 9698 8677 OPEN 7 DAYS
MON-FRI 7AM-5PM SAT-SUN 8AM-4PM

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure
Psychology
URBAN NATURE WELLBEING CENTRE
216 ENMORE RD (CNR EDGEWARE RD)
ENMORE NSW 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

276 ABERCROMBIE STREET, DARLINGTON – 0424 125 678

Need ‘access’ to transport?
We are a not for profit community organisation
providing affordable transport options
for local residents.

-

Medical Transport
Shopping Transport
Social Outings
Private Hire

Call us on 8241 8000 or visit our website
accesssydney.org.au for more information.
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A bridge between public
and private housing
JENNI SAMS

MORE affordable housing is
needed in Sydney, especially in the
inner-city areas. What affordable
housing is and why we need more
of it were topics for discussion at
the first REDWatch meeting for
2016. The meeting was held at
the Factory Community Centre
in Waterloo on February 4.
Dr Louise Crabtree from the
University of Western Sydney’s
Institute for Culture and Society
described affordable housing
as the “bridge” between public
and private housing.
There are many different styles of
affordable housing. Typically, rents
are assigned as 30 per cent of gross
tenant income although this is not
always the case. An alternative is to
set rents at 75 per cent of market rates
which is not practical or affordable
for most, if not all, of the low-income

workers it is supposed to aid.
Affordable housing is topical in
Waterloo because although the state
government has announced plans to
redevelop public housing in the area
with a proposed 70 per-cent private
and 30 per-cent public mix, they have
not announced any concrete plans
to develop more affordable housing.
The private rental market is far too
expensive for ordinary people but
public housing has income limits.
Where do people go when they
improve their circumstances
just enough to breach these
limits? There is no incentive for
improvement because if a tenant
earns a little more but loses their
public housing entitlement, they
may have literally nowhere to go.
Mel, a single parent of two children
who has recently become a tenant
in affordable housing in Darlington
spoke about her experiences. Mel
praised the positive environment
that City West housing had provided.

Before she moved to her new
location, between rent and childcare
she had just $200 a week to cover
all other expenses for herself and
her two children. Working in the
city, cheaper accommodation in the
outer suburbs was negated because
of the cost and time of travelling.
Living close to work means Mel has
everything within walking distance
and does not need to own a car.
Living in suitable affordable housing
means that Mel and her family are
not living from week to week and
can make plans for the future.
Mel and her fellow tenants are
ordinary people, working and trying
to get ahead, and affordable housing
S
makes it possible.
REDWatch meets on the first Thursday
of the month at 6pm at the Factory
Community Centre, Waterloo. For
updates and information see our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
RedfernEveleighDarlingtonWaterlooWatch

Where will your children live?
COM M E N T
ROSS SMITH

THERE are distressing signs of the
Americanisation of public debate
in Australia. Social security has
been rebranded as “welfare” and
hence transformed from a right
to a charity, personal debt has
been lauded, and renters have
been stigmatised as being persons
of less worth. A “market forces”
ideology now dominates in the
Australian housing sector, changing
the purpose of housing stock from
a place for raising families to a
commodity for speculation. This has
adversely impacted the universal
right of access to safe and secure
housing, which is enshrined in
various United Nations declarations
to which Australia is party.
The current housing crisis
in Australia is the product of
contradictions in the economy
rather than some agglomeration of
accidents. The Australian economy
is dominated by housing bubbles
because “investors” have found few
other ways of making reliable profits.
Investor activity has been
trending up since the late 1980s.
In 1985 investors accounted for
only 13 per cent of total housing
finance in Australia. By November
2013 the figure was 38.5 per cent.
Prior to the late 1980s, housing
demand was largely accounted for
by owner-occupiers. However, the
rapid escalation of prices in the early
1990s, combined with structural
tax changes and improved access
to credit, saw residential real estate
become a highly desirable form
of investment. First home buyers
and owner-occupiers now compete
not only with domestic investors,
but also with foreign investors.
The Grattan Institute’s report of 2013,
Renovating Housing Policy, found that
home owners received an annual $36
billion a year in subsidies from the
government, landlords around $7
billion, and renters less than $3 billion.
The report identified that high-income
Australians are the overwhelming
beneficiaries, turning on its head
the popular perception that it is lowincome Australians who get the greatest
subsidies through rent assistance.
“Only 25 per cent of renters get

Photo: iStock

any support from the government,”
said Jane-Frances Kelly, the Cities
Program Director at the Grattan
Institute. “They get none of the
support that home owners get. Even
landlords get more.” Home owners
enjoy an exemption from capital
gains tax, an exemption from the
land tax faced by landlords, special
treatment in applying the pension
assets test and an exemption from
tax for what is known as imputed
rent. Moreover, “support for
owner-occupied housing used to
be roughly even across all income
groups. Now the highest-income
owners get government support of
roughly $8,000 per year whereas
the lowest income owners get a
little over $2,000,” said Ms Kelly.
The Grattan Institute report
also found the scale of the
support for owners pushes up
house prices, making it harder for
younger and poorer Australians
to get into the market.
There are broader wealth
implications from lack of affordable
access to home ownership. Owneroccupiers also own most of the
wealth in investment housing and
most non-housing wealth. Baby
boomer households (born from
1945 to 1960) who were able to
become home owners have the
greatest holdings of all forms of
wealth. Households who have
not been able to gain access to
home ownership have relatively
little wealth of any sort.
It’s not difficult to work out exactly
whose interests the housing crisis
serves – the finance sector and highincome earners. Renters on the other
hand are displaced, by being forced

to move from potentially lucrative
housing. The crisis also buys consent
from a large proportion of the “petit
bourgeoisie” who have an interest in
the value of their only asset – their
house – getting higher and higher,
however much that might be against
their interest in other respects.
In Engel’s 1872 paper “The Housing
Question” he noted how slum
clearance programs in Paris and
the rebuilding programs of Britain
meant that “the infamous holes and
cellars in which the capitalist mode
of production confines our workers
night after night are not abolished –
they are merely shifted elsewhere”,
and “projects for encouraging
workers to become homeowners
are a cover for repressing wages”.
Engels insisted that capitalism could
never solve the housing crisis. This is
echoed by political economist John
Maynard Keynes (1883-1946), who
made the now famous statement
that “capitalism is the extraordinary
belief that the nastiest of men for the
nastiest of motives will somehow
work for the benefit of all”.
The post-war boom, with its
massive public housing programs,
may have appeared to prove
otherwise, but today, the housing
shortage and extortionate prices and
rents are so intrinsic to capitalism’s
workings in Australia that it is hard
to imagine any solution that wouldn’t
involve seismic social and political
change. Or, as Engels put it in 1872,
“it is not that the solution of the
housing question simultaneously
solves the social question, but that
only by the solution of the social
question is the solution of the housing
S
question made possible”.
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Sex and gender
diverse museum a
worthy prospect
E DI T OR I A L
SSH

THREE years ago the SSH
published a story by Libby Hogan
on a pop-up museum showcasing
the history of the sex and gender
diverse Mardi Gras Parade and
Party. The museum included
original newspaper clippings,
photographs, videos and costumes
highlighting the changing face
of Mardi Gras over the years.
Broadcaster and activist Julie
McCrossin said: “The pop-up
museum captures 35 years of
activism to make homosexuality
no longer unlawful or a mental
illness and to be fully accepted into
the police, defence force, churches,
synagogues and mosques … It’s
about profound social change.”
One photographer whose works
were exhibited, William Yang,
said the museum was a chance
for the gay community to share
the history of their community.
He also believed the exhibition
ought to become permanent.
At the City of Sydney Council
meeting on Monday February
29 a decision was made to call
for expressions of interest to
purchase the T2 building adjacent
to Taylor Square in Surry Hills.
Labor Councillor Linda Scott
voted against the proposed sale.
She believes the site offers a
once-in-a-generation opportunity
to build a LGBTIQ museum.
“Prior to the City purchasing the
T2 building,” Ms Scott said, “the
area was dangerous and frankly,
in the heart of our city’s LGBTIQ

district, a global embarrassment.”
Ms Scott has previously called
for the City to support a museum
space (in March 2014) to preserve
the history and cultural artefacts
of Sydney’s LGBTIQ community.
She said: “Sydney’s LGBTIQ
community deserves a cultural
space to celebrate and remember
their history. With the rainbow
flag flying proudly over Taylor
Square, a LGBTIQ museum or
cultural space can be a major
drawcard for visitors to Sydney
and invigorate interest in the
history of Mardi Gras and the
struggle for LGBTIQ rights. To
sell the T2 building to the highest
bidder is a lost opportunity to
reactivate Taylor Square.”
The SSH supports the view
that a permanent sex and gender
diverse museum at Taylor Square
is a worthy cultural prospect.
Documentary photographer
Elaine Syron has taken thousands
of photos at LGBTIQ events over
the years but has no permanent
place to share them with the
public. For her the photographs
enable an emotional connection.
Photographing the Mardi Gras,
she has been able to understand
the world of her gay children
and their community.
“I was able to be a peeping
tom, in a way, on a community
that my children were part of, so
I was able to join them, in a way,
rather than being on the outside
… It was enlightening. It opened
a door for me to understand the
suffering and the pain and the
bashing and all the trials you
had to go through when people
find out you’re gay or lesbian.”

Local kids act to
keep streets safe
COM M E N T
SSH

NEWTOWN: Following a nearmiss accident in Whitehorse
Street, some kids from Newtown
Public School took matters into
their own hands to create safer
streets. Kids and other residents
erected temporary barriers with
“greening” and a street library
box in the “No Stopping” zones
on the corner of Whitehorse and
Gibbes streets. The tinsel decor
gained the attention of drivers,
cyclists and pedestrians.
Lola, one of the kids involved
in the action says: “It’s really
good as it helps kids cross safely
and stops the cars from going
over the kerb.” Kid-Safe Streets
Newtown is the name of this group
formed to resolve the safety issue
at this junction of Gibbes and
Whitehorse streets. “Its all about
keeping kids safe”, said Julaine
Booth, a parent from the group.
Many local residents and school
parents are on board to support
this activity as they all see the
issues every day as they use this
high volume thoroughfare. It’s a
thoroughfare that connects Lilian

Fowler Reserve, the Newtown
Public School and the High
School of Performing Arts to
the train, bus and cycle routes
as well as King Street shops.
Prue Foreman from the group
said: “We realise there are
complex traffic and safety issues,
and increasing demands on
councils who have limited funds
to fix them. That’s why we’re
suggesting a short-term trial to
keep kids safe now while we work
on more permanent solutions.”
The population of Newtown
Public School has nearly doubled
in the last five years. This has
contributed to growing traffic,
cycle and pedestrian problems
due to the increased pressure
on the streets and footpaths.
Kid-Safe Streets Newtown is
collaborating with Newtown Public
School and its Parents and Citizens’
Association, the local community
and City of Sydney Council on a plan
to improve the facilities for everyone:
pedestrians, cyclists and parents
who drive their children to school. S
Kid-Safe Streets Newtown invites
community feedback on their facebook
page to assist in the development of
solutions.
www.facebook.com/kidsafestreets

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

Cinderella rising
FA I T H
PETER MAHER

CINDERELLA is the tale of a girl
whose father has remarried. She
is loved by her father but has been
made a slave by her stepmother
and stepsisters. Cinderella literally
means “ash girl”. She is forced
to live in the ashes before being
rescued by her fairy godmother and
saved from the cruel victimisation
of her stepmother and stepsisters.
Cinderella then enters a new era
of happiness with her prince.
Catholics, and others Christians,
have this quirky ritual to begin
the season of Lent where we put
ashes on our foreheads in the form
of a cross on Ash Wednesday. It is
meant to remind us that we live in
the ashes of oppression and control
and yet we hope to move toward
freedom. Ash Wednesday begins a
season that culminates in Easter.
For Christians, Easter is a time
when we celebrate the risen Christ
who rescues us from living in the
ashes of slavery and oppression.
We Catholics wear the ashes
for a day to remind us that we are
subject to a kind of slavery from
which we seek to be rescued.
What could this mean in 2016?
Stan Grant’s speech at The Ethics
Centre debate last year, “Racism is
destroying the Australian Dream”,
reminded us that there is a long
way to go before we overcome the
effects of racism towards Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islanders. Racism
is keeping Australia in the ashes of
historical amnesia that diminishes
us all. Grant finished his speech
reminding us that we are better
than the history of racism that
has destroyed the Australian
Dream and Grant longs for the day
when we can all sing honestly,
“Australians, ALL let us rejoice”.
We see today scores of vulnerable
children and their refugee parents
consigned to indefinite detention on
Nauru and Manus Island because
they are considered a serious security
threat to our borders. Both major
political parties have a firm policy to
victimise these people to save more
being lost at sea. However, we are
all victims of this cruel enslavement
to ideology that abandons any
moral compass. All Australians are

diminished, indeed many are deeply
ashamed, by the failure to live by the
most basic of moral principles that
the ends never justify the means. For
this failure by our leaders we are all
complicit in a deeply dark episode in
our social history. We are in the ashes
and very much in need of rescue.
In my ministry with young gays
and lesbians, I still find children as
young as 16 being forced out of home
because they “insist on being gay”.
We know that gay children from
“religious” families have a greater
risk of suicide among youth than
any other group of youth. We are
all diminished. Families are split,
children are left homeless and/
or hopeless and volunteers are left
to affirm and support young gay
people to be themselves. That is if we
can find them before it’s too late.

term satisfaction found in quick fixes
and the various addictions that seem
to rule our modern western society.
We can find ourselves caught
in oppressive moments and
oppressive practices, “the ashes”
of an unsatisfying and unfulfilling
lifestyle. Who will rescue us?
Who or what might be the fairy
godmother or prince of our dreams?
We can take heart from those
who might inspire us to join them
in opening our eyes to the realities
that diminish us all. We might
become more attuned to the voices
of the Stan Grants, Gillian Triggs,
Patrick McGorrys, Quentin Bryces,
Waleed Alys and Larissa Behrendts
of Australian society. As we seek to
be rescued from our historical, social,
economic and personal entrapment,
our saviours might be closer than

For this failure by our leaders
we are all complicit in a deeply
dark episode in our social history
Australia is struggling to make
any headway in reducing our
carbon footprint and yet we are very
well placed with vast resources,
both natural and technological,
to be leaders in environmental
sustainability. Another example
where failed political will and
ideology have left us floundering,
seeking a rescue every bit as
handsome as Cinderella’s prince.
These are just a few major areas
of the Australian social landscape
that deserve our attention. Whether
as an exercise of social conscience
or as a quirky Christian ritual, these
“ashes” might remind us that we
are subjects of control and slavery
in our socio-political world.
But what of our personal lives?
We are also subject to a kind of
slavery when we fall prey to the kinds
of dominant socio-economic norms
that marginalise the poor, forget the
jobless, become blind to those with
major or life threatening illnesses,
stigmatise street people and accept
high numbers of lonely people in our
crowded cities. There is a kind of
slavery in consumerism and short-

we think. We might be called from
the ash heap to a brand new day
through openness, awareness and
reflection on where we are and
what is happening to us as a society.
We might find a willingness to take
action for justice and speak up on
behalf of those whose voices are
smothered, or too weak to be heard
above the clinking of cash registers.
We Christians have quirky Lent
and Easter rituals to remind us of the
dream that we can move from the ash
heap to a celebration of who we are
and what we can become by following
our values system enshrined in our
faith. However, all Australians can
move forward. Cinderella may rise
again from the ash heap this Easter if
we follow inspiring leaders and our
best inner knowing as we combat
the dominant norm in favour of the
thoughts that lead to actions on behalf
of our sisters and brothers. Easter
could then be a time of liberation for
us all no matter whether we follow a
S
faith tradition or not.
Fr Peter Maher is the Parish priest
of St Joseph’s Newtown.
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Friday Night Vibes – two friends, popcorn Photo: Diana Shypula

Welcome to Newtopia –

justice, inclusion, action and fun

I am passionate about the Newtown Vibe. It’s not an easy thing to explain
and we may not all agree on what it actually is, but a lot of people nod their
heads when you talk about it! They agree that there is something unique
and special about this place. Something that is worth protecting.
F E AT U R E
LIZ YEO

THE Vibe came up when we
spoke with over 300 people at the
Newtown Markets in May last year.
The majority of them talked about
how they loved the quirkiness,
diversity and acceptance of
Newtown.
We held a public meeting in
July where over 150 people shared
their sense that the Vibe was
changing in Newtown. Many
community members attributed
the change to the flow-on effect
of the lockout laws which were
resulting in much larger numbers
of people coming into Newtown
late at night, with increased
reports of antisocial behaviour.
Then came the establishment
of the Vibe Roundtable – a
collaboration between the Newtown
Neighbourhood Centre (NNC), the
local member for Newtown, Jenny
Leong, the local Councils, Business
Precinct, and community members,
all joining with a shared purpose of
“protecting the Newtown Vibe”.
It’s been exciting to see the way
these forums have led to positive
action to address community
concerns. We want to keep
Newtown vibrant, open, weird
and safe. We want it to be a place
where people can go out late at
night and not be subject to abuse
or harassment for any reason.
Some of the initiatives coming
out of the Vibe Roundtable have
included advocacy to try and
improve public transport options,
the establishment of night-time
taxi ranks on King Street, and

safer bars training for bar staff.
Recently the City of Sydney
has supported a new initiative
being run by the NNC called
Friday Night Vibes, which aims
to help people kick off their night
in Newtown in a fun and relaxed
way – in the spirit of Newtown.
The event will promote Newtown’s
diversity and quirkiness, while
also supporting and showcasing
our fantastic creative artists.
The band we had on our first
Friday night, the Cruisin Deuces,
were guys who grew up here
and went to the Newtown High
School of the Performing Arts.
They kicked off the program with
a fantastic couple of hours of
rockabilly music. It was impossible
to walk past without smiling.
City of Sydney Lord Mayor Clover
Moore said: “Newtown has a long
history of live performance, and
Friday Night Vibes is a fantastic
way to build on this strength in an
inclusive setting. The City is working
to develop a strong, sophisticated
and diverse night-time economy for
Sydney, and initiatives like Friday
Night Vibes are a big part of that.
“We want to give people variety –
places to go for a drink or a meal, or
simply to gather with other people.
We want the city to be appealing to
every age group and demographic,
and we want it to be safe. Giving
people the opportunity to get
together to listen to some music
and relax before they head out is
a fantastic way to achieve that.”
By welcoming people as they
arrive in Newtown, with flowers
and popcorn, NNC’s “Newtopian”
volunteers are helping to reinforce
the message that people are
welcome here, and we want them

to have fun, while also respecting
what this area is about.
The Friday Night Vibes program
is initially running for eight weeks
from 6-8pm, until Friday April 1.
Updated information about the
program for each night is available on
our website (www.newtowncentre.
org/fri-night-vibes.html) and you
can also keep in touch by liking the
Facebook page or signing up to the
event page. Each week there will
be local performers – musicians
and artists, and an opportunity to
meet local “makers” who will be
part of a small suitcase market.
Protecting the Newtown Vibe
is part of our broader purpose
at Newtown Neighbourhood
Centre. We want to work
with the community to create
Newtopia – a place where there
is justice, inclusion, action and
fun. It’s a place that’s not perfect,
and that’s why we love it.
One of the things we think also
threatens the Vibe of Newtown is
the increasing lack of affordable
housing and the growing number of
people who are homeless. In 2011,
the NSW Census found there were
almost 30,000 homeless people across
the state and this is expected to
increase due to the housing crisis.
On any given day, at least 10 people
who are at risk of homelessness
come to Newtown Neighbourhood
Centre looking for help. They may be
dealing with domestic violence, drug
or alcohol addiction, and/or various
mental health issues. We are seeing
growing numbers of people seeking
our assistance. In response to this we
established a First Response program
last year. Thanks to the generous
donation of $10,000 raised by the
Newtown Locals at Newtown Festival

Let the sunshine in
H E A LT H
MARIE HEALEY

WE are heading into Autumn, the
end of daylight saving, and hopefully
some relief from the humidity. While
there are some mixed messages
floating around about climate
change, the science cannot be
ignored. There have also been mixed
messages about the role of vitamin
D in illness and prevention, and the
testing of vitamin D levels.
In 2012, Medicare paid almost
$150 million in rebates for vitamin
D testing. Most of this money
would have been better spent on
priority areas such as hospital
beds or hepatitis C treatment.
Medicare-rebatable criteria for
vitamin D testing have been
justifiably tightened. There has
been no benefit demonstrated
for testing low-risk groups, and
although many in this sunburnt
country ironically do return low-ish
levels, it is rarely severe, and the
clinical effects of mild-moderate
deficiency are far from clear.

2015, combined with the generosity
of Newtown Festival goers, we
have been able to continue the First
Response program until June this
year. If not for this support, the
program would have closed last year.
Erica Rees, First Response
Homelessness Worker, said:
“Sometimes all it takes to get
somebody a place to live is to
simply take the time to get to
know them and write a letter of
support. Often it takes more, but
either way we give them a plan
and a sense of hope during what
can be a very frightening time.”
While our First Response program
can’t solve the housing crisis, we
can at least help individuals get
on a pathway to a better living
situation. In addition to this we are
looking at how we can work with
our community to develop local
initiatives to address the challenge of
housing in this area. We are all too
familiar with the very real concerns
around housing, but we want to look
at how we can bring members of the
community together to think about

We know vitamin D has an
important role in bone health.
Low levels have also been
associated with (but not proven
causative in) diabetes, dementia,
some cancers, autoimmune
and cardiovascular disease.
Vitamin D toxicity is
rare, and results from oversupplementation, not sunlight.
Vitamin D supplements are
being increasingly used. About
10 minutes of mild sunlight
exposure can provide about
10,000 international units (IU) of
vitamin D, while most capsules
provide only 1,000IU. The use of
sunscreens may decrease, but not
prevent, vitamin D absorption.
So remain sun-wise, but
appreciate the many health and
psychological benefits of a morning
or afternoon walk, cycle or read
S
in the sun.
Dr Marie Healy is a GP with interests
in aged and chronic care and health
promotion. This advice is general
in nature; please see your GP for
specific health advice regarding
your individual circumstances.

what ideas or initiatives might be
possible. We want to play some small
part in addressing the problem.
In the meantime we are
exploring whether the community
would like to continue to support
the First Response program
through a Chuffed crowdfunding
campaign. We need $80,000 per
year to run the service and to keep
people from sleeping rough.
We know that people are
noticing a rise in the number of
people living on the street and it’s
making them uneasy not knowing
what they can do. Contributing to
First Response is one way to take
local action – supporting NNC as
a local organisation with almost
40 years experience working
directly with people who are doing
it most tough in our community.
Being part of a local action group
to look at creative initiatives for
tackling the problem is another
way of doing something. If you
are interested in being involved
in any way we would love to hear
S
from you!
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Jonathan Hardy with one of his self-portraits (recent winner of the People’s Choice Award at the Tap Gallery) Photo: Amanda Joy Robb

Parramatta Road’s
new creative space
MC Terry Olsen Photo: Laura Kelly

Andrew Collis
A new art space on Parramatta
Road is set to open this month
– on March 12, between 2-6pm.
Tetch Gallery co-owner Amanda
Joy Robb talks to the SSH about the
creative venture.
The gallery is a space you’ve set
up yourselves?

Yes, we have opened it ourselves!
It’s a co-project with myself and my
partner, Jonathan Hardy. The gallery
is called Tetch Gallery, located at
245 Parramatta Road in Annandale.
Our hours are not set yet, but will be
via inspection, and when we have an
exhibition on.
A gallery for all kinds of
visual art?

Yes. Tetch will be hired out for

multi-purpose use. We will cater
to all kinds of artists – sculptors,
photographers, designers – as well
as offering rehearsal space, pop-up
business and online store space,
and space for corporate meetings.
The application process will involve
potential artists/creatives coming
along to meet Jonathan and myself so
we can support them in establishing
what they hope to get out of hiring
our space, and putting on a show they
feel really happy and inspired about.
The opening on March 12 will
feature works by ...?

Our official opening will feature
a solo exhibition by co-owner
Jonathan Hardy. Jonathan is an
exhibiting industrial artist who
creates his figurative and abstract
artworks with an angle grinder
and various other industrial objects

on household doors. Jonathan has
exhibited in Sydney and Newcastle
and will be the artistic director and
liaison of Tetch Gallery.
You and Jonny were inspired to
set up a gallery because ...?

Our main objective for setting
up Tetch Gallery is to support our
local art and creative community
to exhibit their hard work! We are
really looking forward to meeting
potential artists who wish to exhibit
with us and welcome all members of
our creative community to pop in for
a chat, and discuss how we can assist
them in celebrating their creative
talents.
Tetch Gallery
245 Parramatta Road, Annandale
Phone: 0401 224 942
Email: tetchgallery@gmail.com

‘A fantastic
community day
for everyone’
Laura Kelly
FRIDAY February 5 marked our
ninth Summer on the Green event
for Counterpoint Community
Services. This annual celebration
is a testament to the wonderful
community that exists here in
Waterloo, from the overwhelming
support of local community
services and volunteers who
put their time and effort in,
to the special local talent for
ensuring a fantastic community
day for everyone, with first-class
entertainment on the day.
This year’s event saw around
700 people turn out on Waterloo
Green to celebrate our local
public housing community and
kick-start the Chinese New Year
festivities – Year of the Monkey.
Everybody absolutely loved Mason,
our Chinese God of Prosperity,
shaking hands and giving out his
fortune cookies, as well as the Lok
Wan Cantonese Opera and Dancing
Group performances, Mr Wu’s Tai
Chi sword and fan dance demo, and
Mabel Chang and her wonderful
team’s yummy special fried rice! We
would like to thank each of them for
volunteering their time on the day.
We had plenty on offer, with local
singers, inflatable water slides and
jumping castles, a mobile play bus,
face painting and balloon animals.
Our great catering, from ice-cream to
hot dogs, pastries, brownies and fruit,

meant no-one left hungry! As well,
over 12 agencies hosting information
stalls, including UrbanGrowth NSW,
Sydney Metro, and FACS Housing
Services, and Land and Housing
Corporation, were kept very busy
with lots of questions from the
local residents following the recent
redevelopment announcement.
For the past five years the
organisation of this event has
been overseen by the Redfern and
Waterloo Neighbourhood Advisory
Board Events Group, which
is made up of local agencies and
tenant representatives, chaired by
South Sydney Community Aid’s
Executive Officer, Bill Yan. On
behalf of the Group I would like to
thank all the staff and volunteers
on the day who worked hard from
beginning to end: the Counterpoint
and South Sydney Community
Aid bump-in-and-out team, Jenny
Leong, MP for Newtown, for
opening the event, and Terry Olsen
for being such a wonderful MC.
We would also like to thank
our supporters who make this
great day possible through their
contributions: NSW Family and
Community Services, Clubs NSW,
City of Sydney, Eat Drink Give,
Redfern and Waterloo CDAT,
Optus Rock Corps, Connect
Redfern, Barnardos, UrbanGrowth
NSW and Sydney Story Factory.
We are already excited for
2017 – our 10th year is set to be
bigger and better than ever!
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The Reviews
Theatre Reviews
by Catherine Skipper

Life Without Me
Written by Daniel Keene
Directed by Cathy Hunt
Reginald Theatre, Seymour Centre
February 9-16, 2016
In Life Without Me we are
presented with a collection of
seven characters engaged in
search of identity and purpose.
This sometimes farcically absurd,
occasionally haunting exploration
of how individuals can become
caught in the past and feel, to
paraphrase one character, “that
their lives are going without them
in it”, is a little too derivative
but entertaining nonetheless.
As the audience enters the theatre
a prickly looking Nigel (Martin
Broome) is unnecessarily vacuuming
the carpet of a beyond-the-helpof-a-TV-rescue-program pink and
beige hotel foyer. They notice the
fishless fish tank, the graceless ducks
on occasional tables, the division
of space into “set” areas – the
lounge area, the lift, reception desk
with a door to the office, a side
door, magazine rack and chair.
The dull realism of the lobby
contrasts with the improbable
storm outside, which is responsible
for not only administering a shock
to Nigel as he changes a light
bulb but also for sweeping guests
through a revolving door. They arrive
breathless, off-balance and it seems
seeking refuge in stultifying hiatus
from a world beyond their control.
They make forays into the world
outside but are unable to negotiate
their way to trains or ride in taxis
that return them to the hotel door.
John (Drew Fairley) enters soaked,
his umbrella obviously offering
inadequate shelter from the storm,
to encounter an empty lobby as the
recently injured Nigel is hidden
from view. When Nigel arises with a
bloodied face, John is concerned for
him, a concern Nigel rejects as he
takes ridiculous pleasure in parrying
John’s efforts to obtain a room in
an apparently empty hotel. There is
however another guest, Alice ( Julie
Huspeth), an overwrought woman
who has allergies to a potted plant in
her room, and who later is mistaken
by a second breathless and downon-his-luck arrival, linen salesman
Roy (an impressive Laurence Coy),
for a former sweetheart, also named
Alice. She in turn mistakes him for
a former lover of the same name.
The wistful Roy raises the energy
level of this low depression area
through his often lyrical use of
language and the sense that he
has not yet completely abandoned
hope. Later, on the balcony above
the constraints of the foyer, a
reinvigorated Roy persuades a
hesitant Alice that together they
can move on. In contrast, a younger
couple (Anne Wilson and Brendan

Donoghue), as a result of a game in
which they pretend to be strangers,
move on from a dehydrated marriage.
Again, Mrs Spence (a delightfully
confused but sagacious Annie
Byron), Nigel’s mother, another
energetic presence, can come to terms
with loss and return to her home
with a renewed sense of belonging.
With a storehouse of references
to ponder – the erratic lift, the
prominence of tank and fish,
suitcases and other baggage,
disintegrating linen and burnt
toast – the play purports to be more
reflective than it is. However, praise
must go to the production crew and
stage management, especially the
sound engineer (Ross Johnston),
for a very smooth first night.
In addition, special thanks to the
Fish Consultant (David Herrero).

a

Ladies Day
Written by Alana Valentine
Directed by Damien Yapp
Griffin Theatre, Darlinghurst
February 5 – 26 March 26, 2016
Mon-Fri 7pm
Sat & Tues 22, 2pm & 7pm
Alana Valentine’s play is set in
Broome’s emergent gay community,
and Ladies Day at the Broome
Cup is background to a brutal
revelation of its potential dangers.
However, Ladies Day is concerned
with much more than sexuality
and gender in regional WA.
The playwright is well known for
her masterly drawing together of
verbatim sources and subsequent
transformation into a vital piece of
socially relevant theatre. The choosing
of this technique seems to suggest
that Valentine is only prepared to
reveal as much of her own identity as
can be deduced from the often tender
but always provocative way her
material is assembled. Her intention
is always to offer solace to the
traumatised, to seek resolution of
interpersonal and social tensions and
to assuage despair by offering hope.
However, in Ladies Day Valentine
surprises us by making her own
technique a thematic concern of the
play, and, in addition, apparently
placing revenge at its centre.
The action of the play is initiated
by the invitation of Liam (Matthew
Backer) to his friend Mike (Wade
Briggs) aka Madame Ovary to
travel to Broome for Ladies Day.
The repartee between the two as
they speak on the phone establishes
the lively, forthright tone of the play
and the friends’ differing characters.
It tells us that Liam wants more
of Mike than friendship and that
Mike is very witty but angry.
When Mike agrees, the tour of
pink Broome as promised by the
rollicking introductory barbershop
song, “The queers in Broome are
quite ill-groomed …” might seem in
the offing, tempered by vicissitudes
of a Liam/Mike relationship.

The introduction of Lorena
(Lucia Mastrantone) immediately
following subverts this expectation
with an edgy monologue linking
the themes of sex and the difficulty
of revealing to others what she is
really like inside. Lorena confides
that she is putting herself in her own
play, a story of a writer who goes to
Broome, and what happens to her.
In following scenes she carries her
recorder and places it between her
and her interviewees, referencing
the separation between their roles.
At times she seems like a puppet
master eliciting personal details from
Rodney (Evan Savelsky) although
he initially proclaims his disinterest.
We understand why he confides
in Lorena. Everyone likes to tell
their story to someone who seems
ready to listen; who is empathetic.
Perhaps we don’t think so much, or
at all, about the listener or what has
driven her not only to take up her
role of confessor to the victimised
but also to believe in their story.
Lorena’s sad and touching
revelation is at the heart of the play.
However, ready as Lorena is to admit
to us, with suitable indignation,
that she can be hoodwinked at the
denouement, would she be as ready
to admit that she can deceive us: tell
us what we would like to believe?
Lorena is a creation, after all, and
perhaps we should not confuse the
creation with the creator. Up to you,
playgoers, to answer: yes, no, maybe.
Confronting and funny, brutal and
compassionate, Alana Valentine’s
Ladies Day reaches two important
benchmarks of the best theatre: the
100 minutes duration seems like
half an hour and as the play gets
underway we cease to notice actors
but see other people. Praise to the
playwright for mastery of her trade,
and to the cast for bringing good
writing into painful and convincing
life. Praise to the production creatives
( James Brown, Hugh Hamilton,
Max Lambert, Roger Lock and
Cara Woods) for the beautifully
economic set and for the several
songs that acted as a classical chorus.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au

Book Review
by M.A. Vazey

Big Blue Sky – a Memoir
Peter Garrett
Allan & Unwin, 2015
In many ways Peter Garrett has
lived a charmed life and this book is
mainly a big, humble, thank-you to
those who helped it happen. He does
not take for granted the blessings
he was born with: good health,
great abilities, and good, caring
parents who were well-off enough,
and strict enough, to ensure that he
got a good education. As the final
year of his schooling approached
they decided that as he was so good
at arguing, he should study law.
And so, after a summer of pulling
beers in a country pub, he found
himself at the ANU in Canberra.

He made the most of student life,
studying just enough to pass each
year. Amongst all the extracurricular
activities, music started to be the
biggest distraction. Eventually
he had a go at becoming the lead
singer for a local student band.
The rest was not quite “history” at
that point in time. There was more
hard-slogging at the music, and
time out to finish his law degree.
As successes started to accumulate,
it seemed that there would be no
stopping this charmed life. But
then tragedy struck: his parent’s
home burned down, his beloved
mother died in the flames. He tried,
but was unable, to rescue her.
Because gigs were booked, the
shows went on. Friends, music,
surfing, helped Peter and his brothers
to get through this terrible time.
In 1978 his band, Midnight Oil,
cut its first album, called simply,

Midnight Oil. More years of hard
work and fun took the band into
the 1980s, around Australia, over
to New Zealand and then to the
wider world. The songs became
political, planet-saving, antinuclear, anti-weapon proliferation,
pro-peace. He was asked to head
the Senate ticket for the Nuclear
Disarmament Party. And so his
political life was launched.
Unlike some other people who
were born with many benefits,
Peter Garrett always acknowledges
his privileged background, and has
never been blind to the inequality
and the injustices that can hamper
and hurt those people who are
less fortunate or less lucky.
Big Blue Sky is a record
of an amazing life.
It is a great read.

»»books@ssh.com.au

Check your pulse rate
Louisa Dyce

Pulses are good for you, beneficial to farmers’
livelihoods and have a positive impact on the
environment. Even though dried beans, lentils and
peas have been around for centuries, they will play a
fundamental role in our sustainable future.
The 68th UN General Assembly declared 2016 the
International Year of Pulses (IYP). The IYP aims to heighten
public awareness of the nutritional benefits of pulses as part
of sustainable food production aimed towards food security
and nutrition.
The Year brings a unique opportunity to encourage
connections throughout the food chain that will better utilise
pulse-based proteins, further global production of pulses,
better utilise crop rotations and address the challenges in
the trade of pulses.
Australia is playing its part with ambitious and innovative
ideas to draw attention to an industry that has recently
come of age in our country.
The Australian IYP Committee has formulated plans and
directed activities under internationally-agreed themes.
The focus is on raising Australia’s profile as a producer of
quality pulses while increasing the domestic consumption
of pulses to meet the Grains & Legumes Nutrition Council’s
recommendation for all Australians to “eat legumes at least
two to three times a week”.
The national Australian Signature Pulse Dish Competition
drew over 60 excellent entries from around the country.
On June 29 last year judges narrowed the field to six finalists
and IYP Australian advocate Simon Bryant announced
the competition winner at the Australian Grains Industry
Conference in Melbourne on July 29. The winning dish
was Alison Victor’s Quinoa, Black Lentil & Roasted Barley
Salad with Chickpeas, Cauliflower, Brussel Sprouts and
Pomegranate in Apple Cider Vinegar. Yum!
View recipes submitted as part of the competition:
www.glnc.org.au/iyp/recipes

Column sponsored by

BADDE MANORS CAFÉ
37 Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
Tel 9660 3797 (Open seven days & nights)

Authentic coffee-house culture of the 50s and 60s.
Warm and inviting.
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Soulful, communitybased festival
SSH

KITTY NAPANANGKA SIMON
MARKING MEMORIES
Coo-ee Aboriginal Art Gallery
31 Lamrock Ave, Bondi Beach
March 5 – April 10, 2016
10am-5pm, Tuesday-Saturday
Free
The much anticipated opening of Kitty Napanangka Simon, a Warlpiri
woman from Lajamanu on the northern edge of the Tanami Desert.
Kitty’s
solo Simon
exhibition
with Coo-ee
Gallery
inNT2013.
Then
in
Artist
Kitty first
Napanangka
paintingwas
at Warnayaka
Art Centre,
Lajamanu,
Photo:
Supplied
2015 she stepped into the New York art world where she experienced
critical acclaim. Coo-ee Gallery is proud to announce Kitty’s third solo
exhibition, Marking Memories, organised to coincide with Art Month.

NOW in its eighth year, Africultures
Festival has emerged as the leading
African festival in Australia.
This one-day event aims to bring
people together from different
African communities and share
their cultures, traditions, fashion,
music, dance and food, with the
broader Australian community.
There’s multicultural fun for
everybody – all ages – a fantastic
festival for families and children.
“This is a really soulful and
community-based festival”, says
director Fatma Mohamed. “We don’t
care about the colour of your skin,
everyone is welcome here ... and
a trip to Western Sydney is a lot
closer than a trip to Africa.”
Last year there were 38 of
the 53 recognised sovereign
African nations represented – this
year there may be more!
Western Sydney is a place where
cultural diversity is renowned and
embraced. Wyatt Park in Lidcomb
will be transformed into an African
village with over 70 stalls selling food,
fashion, arts and crafts plus two stages
showcasing African music and dance.
There’ll also be an Africultures Soccer
Tournament and Fashion Parade.
Festival objectives include:
providing an entertaining,

Africultures Festival 2015 Photo: Johana Mbeera

informative, safe and festive event;
bridging the gap between Africans
and Australians by celebrating
African music, art, crafts, dance and
food; strengthening relationships
between the local communities,
the wider community, business
leaders and the African community
through better cultural awareness
programs and events; providing
channels for individuals, groups and
skill-based participants to develop
cultural and community services in
Australia; promoting and supporting
community-based cultural projects
and events where communities create
positive influence and participation to
the African community in Australia;

stimulating opportunities for
community development programs
with a focus on cultural projects that
have tangible social, community and
artistic development outcomes.
Public transport is encouraged.
Wyatt Park in Lidcombe is easily
accessible by train and bus from
all areas of Sydney. Wyatt Park is a
short three to five minute walk from
Lidcombe station. The park is easily
accessible for parents with prams,
seniors and people in wheelchairs.
Africultures Festival 2016
11am-6pm, Saturday March 12
Wyatt Park, Church St, Lidcombe
www.africultures.com.au

NCIE MOVIE NIGHT
March 11th - BBQ from 7pm

HAYLEY MEGAN FRENCH
HINTS OF THINGS WE KNOW
Galerie pompom
2/39 Abercrombie Street, Chippendale
April 5 – May 1, 2016
Opening night Wednesday April 5, 6-8pm
“Thinking about what to write about Hayley
Megan French’s paintings presented me with
a challenging problem and a simultaneous,
wonderful solution. I couldn’t decide which
aspect of her work was more important.
Was it abstraction? The slowness of those
beautiful forms dancing in her work? Was it the
landscape, and its fascinating contemporary
transformation from colonial hangover
(somebody call the art police) to a means of
genuine spiritual enlightenment and even,
at its best, a way of transcending cultural
and historical barriers? Or was it simply her
paintings’ virtuous calm, the marks, the

colours and their satisfying, somehow quiet
arrangements? A hard choice, but that is just
it. All of these aspects are important and
perhaps that is why I find French’s work so
compelling. It operates between moments,
between paradigms, between thought
and action, and that is exactly why I like
looking at them. They refuse to be tethered
to one idea.” – Jonathan McBurnie, 2015
Image: Hayley Megan French, “One of
the Reasons”, 2016, acrylic on canvas,
from the exhibition The Red House,
Penrith Regional Gallery. Courtesy the
artist and Galerie pompom, Sydney.

Come watch The Sapphires under the stars and
enjoy some free popcorn and BBQ dinner!

Where excellence happens

NCIE.ORG.AU | 180 GEORGE ST, REDFERN
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South
Sydney
Puzzle
by David Angell

Problem

I am adding all the digits
of the numbers from
1 upwards.
So, I start with 1, then add
2; when I get to 23 I add 2
and 3 to the total; when I
get to 119 I add 1 and 1 and
9; and so on. I stop when
I get to 1000. What is the
total of the digits at this
stage?

Living in Harmony: Mary Vangelovska, Amir Javan and Fabia Claridge enjoy coffee indoors Photo: Supplied

Cultures break bread
for Harmony Festival
SSH
SYDNEYSIDERS can learn
how to make bread, or simply
break bread, with friends and
family while learning about other
cultures at the Living in Harmony
festival in March. The City of
Sydney will support cultural
events celebrating the city’s many
different communities, from
challah-bread making, stand-up
comedy and cultural intelligence
workshops to local tours and
neighbourhood festivals.
Lord Mayor Clover Moore
said the City is proud to support
the Living in Harmony festival
and its important message of
tolerance, understanding and
respect for all cultures. “There
are people from more than 200
nations living in Sydney and the
festival gives us the opportunity to
think about and deal with issues
of cultural, racial or religious
intolerance,” the Lord Mayor said.
Amir Javan, known as Alex, was
born in Iran in 1974. He worked in
the jewellery industry before fleeing
to Australia via Malaysia in 2000
due to his political activities. Mr
Javan was held in Western Australia’s
Curtin Immigration Detention
Centre and South Australia’s Baxter

Immigration Detention Facility
for four-and-a-half years, before
winning his case in the High Court
and gaining a protection visa.
At a special one-off night, People
Just Like Us, at Customs House,
Circular Quay, Mr Javan shares his
story of fleeing persecution, his time
in detention and new life in Sydney.
Despite being released from
detention a decade ago, Mr Javan
suffers from post-traumatic stress
disorder and is haunted by images of
his incarceration. But he appreciates
his life as a new Australian citizen
and works as a licenced real estate
agent and investment property
specialist based in North Sydney.
Mr Javan said he hoped by telling
his story it would lead to changes
in the detention centre system,
so that no one had to go through
similar experiences. “I also want to
talk about how when I was released
from the centre, everyone was so
helpful and everything changed
for me,” Mr Javan said. “When
I first arrived in Australia, I was
told in detention that I was not
welcome here, and what I have since
found is that this is not true.”
Living in Harmony includes
22 events this year.
For the full program of events, visit
livinginharmonyfestival.com.au

FIRST CORRECT ENTRY
WINS A PRIZE.
Send to South Sydney
Puzzle, PO Box 3288,
REDFERN NSW 2016.

February's puzzle
Could a person be so
unlucky that they were
born on Friday the 13th and
also had their 13th birthday
on Friday the 13th?

February's solution
No. A year contains 52 whole
weeks plus one extra day,
unless it is a leap year, when
there are two extra days. So
13 years will be made up of
a number of weeks, which
are of no importance, plus 13
days, plus one more day for
every leap year. Now 12 years
contain three leap years;
the 13th year might also be
a leap year; so 13 years will
consist of a number of weeks
plus 16 or 17 days. If a person
is born on a Friday, their
13th birthday could be on a
Sunday or Monday, but not
on a Friday.
REALLY ACCURATE
SOLUTION
Not every fourth year is a
leap year – for example,
1900 was not. So there
could be one leap year day
fewer than I have counted.
This would still make the
person’s 13th birthday fall
on a Saturday or Sunday
and not a Friday.

SSH Instagram Gallery
SELECTED BY CLAIRE MAHJOUB

Darlington
@vintonn

Redfern
@andrewhcollis

Waterloo
@andrewhcollis

Wordplays
Lorylogue

What can she be thinking?
Sleeping past 5am!
I’m up with the birds
(Excuse the pun).
She’s easy to wake
thank goodness.
Wing it up to her bedroom
window ledge
squawk like the devil
and flap wings frantically.
Right!
There she is
pushing the curtains aside
saying
“What a ghastly racket!”
I wing it back
to the kitchen ledge
just as she enters.
Can you believe it?
First thing she does
is fill the kettle.
Making a cup of tea
for goodness sake!
And before dishing out
the sunflower seed.
God save us! These humans
are a selfish lot. Me, me, me.
She’s put the tea bag in,
pours boiling water onto it,
now the milk. Takes a sip,
another, another
and smiles.
She shovels the seed into
a little plastic scoop –
she saves them

from detergent boxes –
slides back the wire screen
and at last, finally,
spreads it along the ledge.
I pick up one seed in a
fastidious claw.
She likes this – humans do.
A gesture they can
identify with.
I strip the husk, pluck out the
kernel
and on to the next as fast as I
decently can
before my mate arrives. She
hangs back, not
because she’s shy, but just in
case
the Big Boss Bird arrives and
I’ll get the kibosh first.
Well, women.
You know.
You have to love them though.
– Catherine Skipper

Open the door
to the other side
the magic of heaven
is in the air
the lights are pretty
and the oceans deep
the shadows creep
in increments.
– Adrian Spry

WORDPLAY – CREATIVE WRITING GROUP CLUB REDFERN,
2/159 REDFERN ST – March 2 & 16.
Contact Yvonne on 0415 226 854. All welcome.

SARAH MARQUIS
WILD BY NATURE
Mitchell Theatre
Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts
12.30-1:30pm
Tuesday March 8 (International Women’s Day)
Free
National Geographic Explorer Sarah Marquis recounts the epic solo hike
that took her literally from one end of the planet to the other. Treking
alone and on foot for 1,000 days, Sarah started in Siberia’s frozen
tundra and finished in the red desert of the Nullarbor in Australia.

Wild by Nature is an inspirational story of adventure, human
ingenuity, persistence and resilience. Sarah overcame almost
insurmountable odds to reach her final goal, surviving
Mongolian bandits, heavily armed drug smugglers in the Golden
Triangle, lethal wildlife, and life-threatening infections.

Tag your Instagram pics #sshphotos and we will include 5 of
the best photos, from all suburbs in South Sydney, here each
month. See all photos online: southsydneyherald.com.au

Newtown
@nondescriptive

Redfern
@vintonn

COMMUNITY NOTICES

March 2016

Uniting Churches

Time for Treaty – Sydney Public Forum

ADVERTISE WITH THE SSH

Community connections, competitive rates. Phone Duncan
on 0402 525 061 or email adverts@ssh.com.au

SATURDAY ART CLASS
South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
12-4pm March 12 & 26
More information
phone 0438 719 470.

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St, Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday
Evening Prayers 6pm
(2nd Sunday of the month)
Rev. Andrew Collis 0438 719 470
www.southsydneyuniting.org.au

The Sacred Lounge
Cnr St Johns Rd &
Colbourne Ave, Glebe
Worship 7pm Sunday
‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate
candlelit concerts 8pm Thursday
Office 9518 9413
www.sacredlounge.org.au
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“A Treaty would empower us, bring pride and outcomes, allow us to make
decisions for ourselves and put us in charge of our own destiny.”
– Tauto Sansbury, Narungga Elder
On Monday, March 14 in Redfern,
Stop the Intervention Collective
Sydney (STICS) will host a public
forum – “Men Speak Out for Treaty”.

Tony McAvoy SC: Wiri Man, Barrister
Chris Sarra: Gurang Gurang, Founding
Chairman, Stronger Smarter Institute

Women’s
Reconciliation
Network

Facilitator: Jeff McMullen, journalist
and film-maker

Meetings are held on
the 4th Thursday of
the month.

Terry Mason: Awabakal Man, Chair of
NTEU A&TSI Policy Committee

Monday 14th March 2016,
6pm for 6.30 pm start,
Redfern Community Centre,
29-53 Hugo Street Redfern.

10AM-12PM at the
Redfern Community
Centre.

Tauto Sansbury: Narungga Elder and
Aboriginal Advocate

For more information contact:
Cathy Gill on 0422 385 852.

Hugo Street Redfern.

Yingiya Mark Guyula:Djambarrpuyngu
Nation, Yolngu Nations Assembly
Spokesperson

10am cuppa followed by
meeting till 12 noon.

VOLUNTEERS’ NEWS

All materials provided.
Previous & new participants welcome.
Gold coin donation.

Photo: Andrew Collis

PAT CLARKE

Congratulations to Charles Turnbull
Charles was a writer for the SSH over a number of years,
covering stories in urban affairs, development and
infrastructure. He now has a new job as a reporter for
The Temora Independent (a regional newspaper in south-west
NSW). All the best Charles, and thank you for your good work!

Leichhardt Uniting Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt
(near Norton St, free parking
behind church)
Worship 10am & 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117
www.leichhardtuniting.org.au

Volunteer Editorial Assistants
A big thank you to our wonderful editorial assistants
Maggie Korenblium, Emily Straney and Kris Shalvey, who
have done a marvellous job this month, writing, sub-editing
and managing the website.
St Patrick’s Day – March 17
The annual St Pat’s Day Parade and Family Day will be
cancelled for this year, which will be a big disappointment
to many.

Mustard Seed Uniting Church
Cnr Quarry St & Bulwara Rd,
Ultimo
Worship 9.30am Sunday
Rev. David Gore
0449 875 065
mustardseed.unitingchurch.org.au

Royal Easter Show – March 17-30
On again this year at Sydney Olympic Park.
www.eastershow.com.au
Earth Hour Saturday – March 19
Starts 8.30pm and finishes 9.30pm. Switch off for
the Places We Love in 2016. For various events go to
www.earthhour.org.au

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev. Graeme Tutt
9519 9000
www.newtownmission.org.au

20th Biennale of Sydney – March 18 to June 5
As usual the main venue for the many artworks, videos and
installations will be Cockatoo Island, and also the Museum
of Contemporary Art, Carriageworks and other venues.
For the first time this year the Mortuary Station, Regent
Street, Chippendale will host works for the Biennale.
www.biennaleofsydney.com.au

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St, Paddington
Worship 10.30am &
7.30pm Sunday
Rev. Ben Gilmour
Office 9331 2646
www.paddingtonuca.org.au

Seniors Week – April 1-10
There will be lots of activities in your local government area,
so check the websites for anything that might interest you.
The Premier’s Seniors Concerts will be held on April 5-6
at Allphones Arena, Sydney Olympic Park. Concerts are
free but bookings are essential.
www.seniorsweek.com.au/events/expo

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10am Sunday
Rev. Dr Margaret Mayman
Office 9267 3614
www.pittstreetuniting.org.au

BABANA
ABORIGINAL
MEN’S GROUP
Babana Shed
open Mon-Fri
(Cnr St Johns Rd &
Colbourne Ave, Glebe)
Contact: Mark Spinks
0411 282 917

Waterloo
Recycling
Workshop
Workshop and market open
Fridays 9am-12pm.
Turunga Flats, 1 Phillip St,
Waterloo (lower car park).
Affordable furniture and
household goods.
Donations gladly received
(no white goods or
electrical apps).
Volunteers welcome –
phone Naomi on
0407 576 098.

National Youth Week – April 8-17
Contact your Council or Youth Centre for activities.
Easter this year is from Friday March 25 to Monday March
28. Take good care on the roads if you plan to travel, and as
Irish comedian Dave Allen famously used to sign off his TV
show “… and may your god go with you”.

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St, Potts Point
Worship 10am Sunday
Rev. Graham Long
Office 9581 9100
www.thewaysidechapel.com

REDWatch
Meetings first Thursday
of the month at The Factory
Community Centrte.
Phone Geoffrey Turnbull
(02) 8004 1490.
Email mail@redwatch.org.au

Until next time.
Pat Clarke & Ross Smith
distro@ssh.com.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Jamie Parker MP
State Member for Balmain

Ron Hoenig MP
State Member for Heffron

Alex Greenwich MP
State Member for Sydney

Jenny Leong MP
State Member for Newtown

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Ground Floor, 287-289 New South
Head Rd, Edgecliff, NSW 2027

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

383 King St, Newtown
NSW 2042

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9327 3988
F: 02 9327 2533

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9517 2800
F: 02 9230 3352

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Newtown@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Original members of the South Sydney Physical Culture Club (founded by Susan and Lilian Upton and Ethel
Dugdale) reunited at South Sydney Uniting Church in Waterloo, the venue of their dancing and exercising.
Left to right: Sharon Stanbury, Julie Stanbury, Sally-Anne Upton and Katrina Dugdale. Photo: Andrew Collis

Downhill International winners – Maga McWhinnie (third place), Emily Pross (first place and Women’s
World Champion 2015) and Elissa Mah (second place) Photo: Ben Rainford/Shredhead Media

All downhill from here
ANDREW COLLIS

FEBRUARY 12-14 saw the inaugural
Mount Kiera Downhill Challenge in
Wollongong hosted by the Australian
Skateboard Racing Association
(ASRA) in cooperation with the
International Downhill Federation
(IDF).
As reported last month, South
Sydney’s Maga McWhinnie from
Basement Skate in Redfern was a keen
participant. McWhinnie was thrilled

with the event and encouraged by fierce
competition from all ages and many
skating nations. Masters, Juniors, Luge,
Men’s, Women’s and Open class events
were hotly contested.
“The Women’s race this year was
so tight!” she said. “My legs were
cramping every night.”
Overall, McWhinnie placed third in
the Womens category after a battle of
passes with some New Zealand riders.
“They are really good too,” she said.
This year’s champion was Women’s
World Champion 2015 Emily Pross.

“She killed it, and in the Opens too,”
McWhinnie said. “That’s always our
aim – to do better in the Opens where
you race against the boys.”
Elissa Mah from New Zealand placed
second.
“I’m keen to keep on contributing
and hopefully inspiring girls and boys
to follow their dreams, and to know
there is no age or gender limit for
skateboarding,” McWhinnie said. S
Instagram @magalyfbe
www.basementskate.com.au

RAVENS
RUNNING

GROUP

The Ravens meet each Sunday at 5pm at Redfern Oval
(Cnr Phillip & Chalmers Sts in Redfern). New members
(and beginners) welcome! Phone Adrian on 9690 1427.

