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Lift-off for Platforms 6-7!

Technology
Park sold
GEOFF TURNBULL

THE NSW government has
announced the sale of the
Australian Technology Park
(ATP) to a Mirvac-led consortium
for $263 million. The purchase
will see four different ownership
arrangements across the site.

Vern Cork takes the new lift at Redfern from Platforms 6-7 to the station concourse with Parliamentary Secretary for Roads and Transport John Sidoti and Customer Service Assistant Shamshoon (Sam) Daniel Photo: Andrew Collis

LYN TURNBULL

REDFERN: A lift at Redfern
station was opened at noon on
Monday November 30 following
years of lobbying by locals. The
lift gives access to those using
platforms six and seven.
When it was formed in 2012, the
Lift Redfern campaign sought one lift
immediately, as an interim measure,
and the release of the timetable
for the upgrade of the station. A
petition of 11,500 signatures was
gathered in March and April 2012 by

residents, services and businesses in
the area. The petition guaranteed a
parliamentary debate on the problem.
In 2003 a RailCorp spokesperson
told a community meeting in Redfern
and Waterloo, which was convened
by the Premier’s Department,
that unless the state government
intervened, Redfern station would
not be upgraded until 2011. The
government did intervene, but
an upgraded station still seems a
long way off with no timeframe
for full upgrade. Lift Redfern was
also successful in gaining the
release of a number of plans for

the station upgrade – these can be
seen on the REDWatch website.
Redfern has 12 platforms and
approximately 50,000 passengers
accessing Sydney University,
the Australian Technology Park,
Carriageworks and bus links
each day. The solitary lift will
service passengers on the Inner
West Line or those who change
at Central or Strathfield.
At the official opening, a woman
wearing a backpack and dragging
a large suitcase with a shopping
carry bag balanced upon it emerged
from the station. When approached

Cana Christmas Cakes
A wonderful Christmas present for
a family member, your hairdresser,
a child’s teacher, or even a thank‑you
to a friendly and helpful neighbour.

she said: “When I got off the train
from Parramatta [Platform 3] I just
stopped! I suddenly felt disabled.
I suddenly felt stumped. Stopped
because there was no way I could
lift my heavy case up the stairs. The
woman attendant on the platform
called somebody down and he
actually carted my case upstairs.
We need lifts on all platforms.”
The need for a bus rail interchange
for the station has become more
acute, with some peak services
terminating at Redfern and a
proposal to move the bus stop in
Lawson Square to Redfern Street. S

Prior to the sale, the Councilapproved subdivision of the ATP
was registered ensuring that
the public domain was defined
and separated from the existing
buildings and development
blocks. Mirvac will initially
take over ownership of the
public domain and undertake
an upgrade – easements will
ensure community access.
Mirvac will also establish
a trust which will own the
Locomotive Workshop and
New Loco/National Innovation
Centre. The Locomotive
Workshop is to be dedicated
for technology and innovation
users and start-up businesses.
Mirvac, the Commonwealth
Bank (CBA) and Centuria
will also establish a new $2.1
million Tech Incubation Fund to
encourage technology start-ups
to locate in the Park. Mirvac and
the University of Sydney have
agreed the University will support
digital and creative industries.
The three development
sites, currently carparks, will
be developed by Mirvac in an
estimated $1 billion development.
The CBA has an agreement
to lease approximately 93,000
square metres of space for 15
years. The development will be
funded and owned a third each
by Mirvac and two AMP funds.
Mirvac will need to develop the
Continued on page 2
site quickly,

Cana Christmas Cakes are back FOR 2015! Only $25!
All cakes are individually wrapped courtesy of Cana Farm and you can be sure,
whether you’re giving them as a gift or keeping them for the family to share,
these fabulous cakes will be enjoyed by all.
In 2015 all of the proceeds from the sale of cakes will go to Cana Enterprises,
a non-profit social enterprise established to provide employment and training
opportunities for those who are disadvantaged or marginalised.
Please contact Danielle – 0410 688 444
or Julie – 0414 649 153 for further details.
Email for our full catalogue Info@canafarm.com.au

www.cana.org.au
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inspired by Joe Geia’s song, “40,000
Years”. “We were trying to say that
even before Redfern, Aboriginal
people have been there, have been
in that area, have known this
country, this place,” Ms Ruff said.
The story begins with two
Aboriginal feet, symbolising
the first feet to ever step on this
continent. With the arrival of the
first Europeans, shown by a ship
and Aboriginal figures dying,
the tone of the mural shifts.
What follows is a deeply
confronting image of a young
Aboriginal boy, standing in front
of the first church built in the
area. The image was a particularly
powerful statement in the 1980s
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The mural has begun to show
S

signs of deterioration in recent
years, due to damage caused by
weather and graffiti. Carol is one
of several activists campaigning
to bring the mural back to life.
The Redfern Station Community
Group recently won a City of
Sydney grant to assess the
mural’s restoration. “What
we’re doing is restoring a piece
of history,” said Ms Ruff.
The group joined with
representatives from the Metropolitan
Local Aboriginal Land Council, Eora
TAFE, and artists and researchers
from Sydney College of the Arts last
month for a broader discussion about
the mural’s restoration, as well as to
share ideas about the histories and
stories that could be represented in
future public art projects in Redfern.
Desley Haas, convenor of the
Redfern Station Community Group,
was thrilled that “after such a
momentous and enjoyable Mural
Gathering Day on Friday November
13 we now have made many more
contacts and connections. We have
a huge array of great ideas for the
current projects and for our long-term
aim of more murals, public art and
gardens for Redfern/Waterloo.”
But in the near future the firm
focus is on the restoration of the
40,000 Years Mural with Carol Ruff
and her technical advisor, Peter Day.
“It was such a surprise and a thrill to
see so much support for the mural,”

to mesh with the end of CBA’s
existing leases. Before the sale
was finalised, Mirvac initiated
the planning process and is
currently showing people the
initial proposal for the site.
The sale excludes residential
development on the site and there
is no hotel proposed. The proposal
includes a supermarket, retail
and restaurants at ground level
to encourage greater use of the
ATP. A gym, childcare facility
and community centre will also
be provided, possibly with some
“floor space” transferred from
the Locomotive Workshop.
Mirvac paid $106.3 million
for its interest in the site, which
includes the ATP’s 350 car
parking bays in Media City.
Consortium partner Centuria
Capital Ltd paid $104 million for
the balance of the Media City
building its funds did not already
own. A Centuria subsidiary will
take ownership of the NICTA
Building, Biomedical Building and
the International Business Centre.
Minister Stokes said both
financial and non-financial criteria
were used to assess the tender,
including a vision to expand the
Park’s technology focus, and
commitments to upgrade public
areas and community facilities and
to maintain the heritage of the site.
Heritage and access covenants
are still being finalised to
safeguard against adverse sale
outcomes identified by the
community. Mirvac has until
March 2016 for settlement, so
the present ATP management
continues until then. Mirvac is
using the transition to develop its
plans and gain an understanding
S
of the existing ATP business.
she said. “What a day! The Rainbow
Snake rumbling on high when
Marlene Cummins was speaking
was a fine omen. I am really looking
forward to getting stuck into the
S
feasibility study in January.”
The next Redfern Station Community
Group meeting, which is open to all,
will be held on Thursday December
3 at 10.30am in the downstairs room
at the Redfern Community Centre
at 29-35 Hugo Street, Redfern.
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North Eveleigh
towers will be too
tall, says community
MAANI TRUU

ON Thursday November 12,
UrbanGrowth NSW held their latest
community workshop in a serious
of events aimed at engaging local
residents in the Government’s
Central to Eveleigh development
plan. The workshop specifically
focused on the development
proposal for North Eveleigh, which
involves the repurposing of the
heritage Clothing Store building
into an adaptable community
space, an open park area and a
significant apartment complex.
The “elephant in the room”
identified by UrbanGrowth NSW’s
Program Developer Troy Daly, and
the primary source of concern
for participants, was the newly
proposed 20-storey towers. This
is an approximate 20 per-cent
increase in size from the originally
approved plans that presented a
maximum height of 12 storeys.
The buildings, which would
accommodate approximately 710
apartments, would be situated
along Wilson Street, Iverys Lane
and the railway line. The area’s
heritage listing was a topic for
discussion, along with questions
regarding the aesthetics of a
20-storey building in an area that is
largely low-level terrace housing.
Mr Daly acknowledged
these concerns, saying simply,
“people like the sky, and this
would interrupt the sky”.
Vocal community member and

resident of Holdsworth Street in
Newtown, Tim Hill, passionately
expressed his disproval, particularly
regarding UrbanGrowth’s lack of
community engagement. “I was
hoping to see at least 250 to 300
people here,” said Tim, estimating
that there were 150 people in
attendance. “It’s sad, it’s desperately
sad.” In regards to the apartment
complex, he said, “It directly affects
me. [The building] will completely
obliterate any sun that we have.”
Other topics for debate included
the design for the open-air
portion of the proposal, with
access a prominent concern
among participants. Questions
were also raised about how to
deal with the expected increase
of traffic to the area.
Jenny Leong, Member for
Newtown and former Wilson
Street resident, was in attendance
expressing her disapproval for
the plans. “It is really clear
that the community is highly
engaged, and if it wasn’t clear to
UrbanGrowth before, I think it
should be very clear to them now,
that this community is not going
to lie down while they seek to sell
what is our neighbourhood.”
She encourages any
concerned residents to get in
contact with her office.
When questioned, Mr Daly
assured attendees that UrbanGrowth
would take the community’s
concerns on board and continue to
run events to engage the public in
the planning process. “We will come

Seen at Carriageworks: Someone has taken their feelings to the streets and spray-painted instructions re feedback as requested by UrbanGrowth Photo: Emma Tocineta

back to this group, but we will also
touch all groups,” he said. “We do
particular events for young people,
for specific Aboriginal consultation
and for social housing tenants,
too, who react quite differently.”
“The scale of our task is about

the next hundred years and all
the communities that will live
here and want to come here, as
well as everyone who is already
a resident,” said Mr Daly.
Concluding the evening, a show
of hands was taken, with the

STEP INTO
SYDNEY’S
HISTORY

overwhelming majority indicating
that they are not in support of the
proposal as it stands.
For further information regarding
the development plan visit:
www.centraltoeveleigh.com.au

FREE FUN FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY

HERITAGE OPEN DAY AT THE AUSTRALIAN TECHNOLOGY PARK

SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER 2015 10am– 4pm

JOIN US FOR A DAY OF TOURS AND ACTIVITIES:

BLACKSMITHS WORKSHOP AND INNOVATION PLAZA, ATP

• See live blacksmithing and performances
• Join a guided tour or take a self-guided
Eveleigh Stories tour
• Enjoy fun-filled kids’ activities

(enter from Locomotive Street or Platform 10 at Redfern Station)

• Participate in a public art project
• See the new Eveleigh Workshops film
• Climb aboard a restored heritage train
www.3801limited.com.au

Australian Technology Park (ATP) was once part of the Eveleigh Railway Workshops...
ATP Open Day coincides with The Finders Keepers
NowMarkets
an innovative business park is holding an Open Day.
FREE TO ATTEND

held in the Exhibition Hall www.thefinderskeepers.com

Learn more and register for a tour to win the
opportunity to ring the Timekeeper’s bell:
www.atp.com.au
www.eveleighstories.com.au

S

4

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Breaking cycles of addiction and incarceration
EMILY STRANEY

ANDREW Meehan wants everyone to
know that the “gap” is getting wider,
and he wants us to do something
about it. Mr Meehan, the director of
ANTaR, an advocacy organisation
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people, hosted “Changing
the Record on Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Incarceration” at the
University of NSW’s Law Building on
November 10.
A host of figures told their stories,
each person presenting a case of
survival and overcoming the odds.
The statistics are overwhelming.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people account for 28 per cent of the
total prison population, despite making
up only 3 per cent of the population of
Australia.
Judge Roger Dive of NSW’s Drug
Court prefaced his remarks by saying,
“Simplistic ideas don’t work.” His

Hal Wootten (Foundation Dean of Law, UNSW, and a judge with the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in
Custody), Keenan Mundine, Kirstie Parker, Andrew Meehan and Judge Roger Dive. Photo: Shannon Longhurst

program, however, seems to be working
well.
The Drug Court program sees a
participant meet with the judge weekly,
undergo home visits and curfew checks,
supervised drug testing, counseling
and group work. After a minimum of
12 months in the program 50 per cent
of participants do not return to gaol.
Currently there are 254 applicants
actively engaged in the program. Judge

Dive says the difference is made through
services to support people.
The amphitheatre fell silent as
Keenan Mundine shared his story of
incarceration and redemption. Looking
to the back of the room, he smiled at
his pregnant partner. You can’t help
but think how things might have been
different for him, had he fallen through
the cracks like so many others.
Through determination to change his

life, and with the help of governmentimplemented services such as Judge
Dive’s Drug Court, Mr Mundine is one
person “changing the record”. He now
works with WEAVE, as a community
youth advocate and support worker,
and lends his voice to other social
justice issues. Just Reinvest is one of
them, which hopes to shift governmentallocated prison spending to justice
reinvestment.
Speaking of the human impact of
the current situation, Kirstie Parker
of the National Centre of Indigenous
Excellence in Redfern, declared:
“Australia is missing out.” She spoke
of the richness of culture, the talent
of people we are yet to hear from,
the people being silenced, and how
ultimately Australia as a whole is
suffering for it. She said that after
hundreds of years of stuff being done
to the Aboriginal community, and not
with the Aboriginal community, the
answer lies in working together to find
S
a solution.

Rituals acknowledge hurt, affirm hope and healing
MAIDIE WOOD

THE first interfaith service held
by Adults Surviving Child Abuse
(ASCA) was celebrated at Pitt Street
Uniting Church (PSUC) in conjunction
with South Sydney Uniting Church
(SSUC) on October 31. The Blue Knot
Day service, in support of the five
million Australian adult survivors
of childhood trauma and abuse, was
a significant and moving occasion.
Reverends Margaret Mayman (PSUC)
and Andrew Collis (SSUC) led the
service.
The representatives of the different
groups who gathered to acknowledge
the suffering of the young were: Tim
Gray (Indigenous peoples), Father
Peter Maher (Catholic Church), Kati
Haworth (Jewish peoples), Adita
Meagher (Buddhist faith), Pundit Nanda
Majarajah Das (Hindu faith), Nicholas
Ng, representing the many other faiths,
and Cathy Kezelman, representing the
survivors of child abuse.
They all shared the convictions that by
showing a united front they strengthened
the sense of community support felt by
victims of childhood abuse, increased
awareness in the wider community
of the pervasiveness of the issue and
emphasised the connection between
faiths rather than their differences.

The setting was well prepared, with
a “cloth of tears” flowing from the altartable in recognition of the grief of those
often hurt by adults from whom they
should expect love and protection. On
the tabletop a bowl and a jug of water
had been placed, symbolic of the tears
of all who have come together to lament
the trauma suffered by the abused.
Lengths of knotted blue ribbons both
streamed from the altar table and looped
over the arms of the pews, symbolising
the way in which the emotions and
lives of the victims have been tangled
and distorted by abuse. Also waiting
on the altar were seven candles, each
to be lit by a representative who gave
voice to different ways in which this
dark and knotty social problem might
be illumined and shed light on how
healing might be achieved.
Later, four readings from different
faith traditions gave comfort and
assurance to those in pain or despair.
Music played a n i mpor ta nt
and valuable part in the service.
Gumbaynggirr man, Tim Gray, who
gave the Welcome to Country, set the
tone with a haunting and delicate
composition. The resonant, lovely
voice of singer Meredith Knight made
John Bell’s hymn, “For All Whose
Song Is Silent”, movingly set to music
and played by Heather Robinson, an
inspiration. Nicholas Ng’s playing of

Interfaith prayers at Pitt Street Uniting Church. Photo: Bec Lewis

the erhu (two-stringed fiddle) and the
hulusi (gourd flute) fostered a reflective
atmosphere, very much in keeping with
the spirit of the prayers of intercession
read by Pamela Briggs as flowers were
placed in the bowl of tears.
After the reading of the painful
testimony of adult survivors of child
abuse as told to playwright Alana
Valentine, the wonderful story of
recovery told by Karen Synnott made
a deep and powerful impression on the
listeners. Her personal experience of
untangling the knots, recounted with
integrity and much gratitude for those
who supported her journey from despair
to healing, offered hope to victims and

lifted every heart in the gathering.
“Depression is not a sign of being
weak,” Karen said, “but a sign of being
too strong for too long.”
Councillor Linda Scott, who led the
symbolic untying of the knots, summed
up the service, commenting that it is a
very powerful experience when groups
from a larger community come together
as one to face a common challenge.
On leaving the service many expressed
not only their hope of justice for the
victims, compassion for their suffering
and hope for their healing, but also as
stated by one, “a rediscovered warmth
and love for all who suffered, and are
suffering still, injustice as children”. S

Refugee policy and the ‘plan for change’
WARREN TALBOT

THREE-HUNDRED -A ND -F IF TY
gathered at the Pitt Street Uniting
Church on November 5 to hear
a range of speakers challenge
Australia’s current refugee policies
and procedures, and outline plans for
change. In the course of the meeting,
hosted by the Chaser’s Chas Taylor,
attendees tweeted and also mailed
a letter to the Chair of Transfield,
which runs the detention centres.
The meeting was organised by the
Refugee Action Coalition – a grassroots
coalition which has been working

since 1999 to support refugees who are
seeking asylum in Australia.
Professor Dav id Isaacs, a
paediatrician from Westmead Hospital,
visited Nauru in December 2014 and
broke his legal contract to talk about
what he saw. Dr Isaacs described the
treatment of children in detention
as “child abuse”. His son, Mark, had
worked on Nauru for the Salvation
Army, and reached the same view.
Dr Isaacs challenged people to
change the language about refugees
and asylum seekers, by always talking
about “people seeking asylum”. He
also thought that the language of
“rights” could be confronting and

should be balanced by talking about
people suffering and people seeking
a better life.
An Iranian refugee, Saba Vasefi,
s p oke s t ron g ly ab out he r ow n
experience as a refugee. Ms Vasefi
showed a short film featuring her
daughter. This served to highlight
the nature of persecution in some
countries, including of children.
Tara Moss, a well-known author
and UNICEF Ambassador, recounted
her visit to Lebanon and the situation
of the 1.1 million Syrian refugees
c u r rent ly l iv i n g i n c a mps. M s
Moss had visited some camps. The
conditions include child labour, child

This page sponsored by UnitingCare NSW.ACT, the Board of the NSW and ACT Synod of the Uniting Church
responsible for the work of community services, chaplaincy and social justice advocacy.
“All our work is inspired and guided by the principles of justice and compassion.”
www. unitingcarenswact.org.au

marriage, and immediate dangers
such as hanging electricity wires.
Ms Moss stressed that this was the
largest displacement of people since
World War Two.
Senators Lee Rhiannon and Sarah
Ha n son-You n g prov ide d pol ic y
perspectives and stressed the need for
the Australian government to change
direction. Senator Hanson-Young
praised whistle-blowers, doctors,
nurses and guards. She retold the
moving story of meeting a young
girl she met on Nauru who simply
wanted a doll. The senator’s office was
subsequently flooded with donations,
which are now being sent.
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Healthy
urban
development
PATRICK EWING

R E D WA T C H ’ S N o v e m b e r
roundtable meeting centred on
the possibility of healthy urban
development.
Elizabeth Harris, Associate
Professor from the Centre for
Primary Health Care and Equity
at UNSW, sta r ted t he n ight’s
proceedings with a presentation
on the challenges of incorporating
health into urban developments.
It was clear that health meant
more than just diet and exercise.
Ms Harris highlighted the need
to consider age, gender, genetic
c omposit ion, e duc at ion a nd
environment. As such, poor health
has been statistically linked to
disadvantage.
According to the Australian
Bureau of Statistics Socio-Economic
Indexes for Areas (SEIFA), the
Redfern-Waterloo area is markedly
more d i sadva nt a ge d t ha n
surrounding suburbs.
The discussion quickly turned to
the issues and risks posed by the
current wave of redevelopment in
the area.
In what Ms Harris called “childblind planning”, a pattern has
emerged of developing high-rise
apartments that do not cater for or
attract families to move into the
area. “Children,” she stated, “are
the glue of communities.” Ms
Harris instead advocated for the
construction of townhouses and
two- to three-bedroom apartments.
Roundtable participants were
vocal in their support for open space
in urban developments. There was
growing concern that UrbanGrowth’s
shrinking targets for open space will
drastically affect the future health
of the community.
Continued access to equal services
was discussed as a possible solution
for ensuring a sustained and healthy
social mix. Participants noted that
planners and developers often
use “social mix” as a front for
displacement and gentrification.
Ms Harris stressed the need for
advocacy, to turn evidence from
health impact assessments into
policy. There is a need to “push
the system to adapt in a way which
suits the people, not the profiteers”,
she said. Though this is a difficult
task, Ms Harris acknowledged, “the
S
opportunity is in the detail”.
Next REDWatch Meeting on “Affordable
Housing”: February 4, 2016.

Senator Hanson-Young surprised
many when she said that she was full
of “immense optimism right now”.
Grounds for that optimism were
demonstrated when she interviewed
Andrew Jackson, who had previously
voted for Tony Abbott but had since
changed his mind about the treatment
of refugees. Change is possible was a
S
theme from the evening.
Warren Talbot is Convenor of Mission
and Justice, Pitt Street Uniting Church.
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Seasons Greetings

Freedom Ride concert on the University lawns in March 2015 Photo: The University of Sydney/Victoria Baldwin

Campus for community events
SPONSORED
MICHAEL SPENCE

IT is hard to believe another year has
sped by and I am writing my final
column for this newspaper for the
year. Exams are over and, without
the hustle and bustle of thousands of
students criss-crossing the campus,
it is strangely quiet here in the
Quadrangle.
Yet still there are strong pockets of
activity at the University. Cadigal Green,
for example, is set up for the Inner West
Open Air Cinema — the first time we
have used one of our great open spaces
for such an activity. It has been selling
quickly, but you may still be able to catch
one of the excellent films on offer.
We are pleased to share our lovely
grounds, and in March we used the
lawns adjacent to the Quadrangle for
an outdoor concert featuring Aboriginal
performers Troy Cassar-Daley and
Dan Sultan, alongside well-known
folksinger Paul Kelly. The event was
the culmination of our celebration of the
50th anniversary of the first Freedom
Ride in 1967, and we were immensely

proud to share it with the local and wider
community. The University picked up
the award for Best Community Event in
NSW at the recent prestigious Australian
Events Awards — great recognition for
our dedicated events team and our
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Indigenous
Strategy and Services).
Close to Cadigal Green, the new
Syd ney Busi ness School i n t he
Abercrombie Precinct is coming alive as
staff move into the offices. The building
is all but finished and will be in full use
in the first semester of 2016. It has taken
longer than we anticipated, and we do
understand that building works in the
local area can be difficult for everyone.
On behalf of the University, I thank you,
our neighbours, for your patience.
I hope you agree that it is a lovely
building, and – with its beautiful patina
of terracotta hues – one that suits its
surroundings. We will be opening the
Sydney Business School up to the public
for a series of events in 2016, so you will
have a chance to come in and experience
it for yourselves. Keep an eye on our
website for more details.
Across the road from the Business
School, the Sydney University Sports
and Aquatic Centre will remain open

for the summer holidays, and is offering
school holiday programs including school
holiday sports camps and swimming
lessons for children. Of course, all the
usual wonderful array of facilities and
fitness classes are also available to
everyone.
And early in the New Year, our
grounds will again echo with the excited
voices of young people investigating the
future, as we open the University for Info
Day on January 5. A range of activities is
planned. Potential students may speak
with faculty representatives, attend mini
lectures and explore the campus. I hope
you will be there too.
In the meantime, I wish you a safe
and enjoyable holiday season, and a very
S
happy New Year.

Authorised by Michael Spence,
Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Sydney. Contact Details – Security &
After Hours: 1800 063 487 (24/7).
Enquiries: 9114 0523; local.community@
sydney.edu.au/leadership.

Christmas is a Big Issue
CHRISTMAS means many different
things to many different people. For
some it is a religious time, for others it
is a time for presents, and for others it
marks the end of the year and the start
of their holidays.
Everyone celebrates this time of year
differently as well. Some spend time with
their families, others with friends. Some
people look forward to getting presents
and others look forward to the sales on
Boxing Day. Some go on holidays while
others enjoy sitting in front of the telly
watching the cricket.
For the vendors at the Big Issue this
is no different.
“For me my family is everything, I

As world leaders gather in Paris next week, we urge
the Australian government to be more ambitious
with our carbon pollution reduction targets.
We owe it to our kids and grandkids, and we
owe it to our Pacific neighbours.
We have a new Prime Minister, but our community
is still fighting dramatic cuts to education, health
and the ABC; we’re still facing cuts to penalty rates,
pensions and family payments; and we’re now the
government is proposing a 15% GST on everything,
including fresh food, health and education.
We’ve had battles locally too, to protect Millers
Point public housing, The Powerhouse Museum,
The Alexandria Hotel and Australian Technology
Park. We’ve seen the state government’s greed
on display again and again.
Last week I hosted a screening of the new film
‘He Named Me Malala”, which celebrates the
courage and the achievements of Malala Yousafzai.
The film shows Malala’s commitment to and passion
for education, and her steadfast defence of her
right – and the right of every child – to education.
With such terrible news each week from Paris,
from Ankara, from Baghdad and Jerusalem and
Beirut and so many other places, it is worth
the reminder that education is our most potent
weapon against terrorism.
I am as grateful as ever for your support and the
privilege of serving you.

Sydney vendors Photo: Peter Holcroft

SAMUEL CLARK

As 2015 draws to a close, it is a time to reflect on
the year and the many challenges and opportunities
it has held. Labor has had a year of ideas, with more
than 30 new policies announced, including: a 50%
renewable energy target, teaching coding in schools,
a TAFE funding guarantee, new domestic violence
leave, legislating marriage equality in the first 100
days of government and more.

always hope to get back home so I can
celebrate it with everyone,” explained
one vendor.
For some vendors it is not such a
great time of year though. With all the
festivities around them they can often
feel isolated. “It doesn’t mean much to me
anymore; it may have, had things worked
out differently. When I was younger it
was a great time. I do enjoy seeing kids’
excitement at this time of year.”
Other vendors, however, still hold
that childlike excitement. “Christmas
is about Santa Claus. I still go and sit on
his lap every year. I don’t get the photo
anymore though.”
The Big Issue itself celebrates with
an eagerly anticipated Christmas party
lunch for all the vendors and WSE
workers. This year brings with it another

celebration with the milestone of our
500th edition. This celebration looks
set to continue in 2016 as we move into
our 20th year of helping people help
themselves.
Whatever Christmas means to you,
in whatever way you celebrate this time
of year, we hope that you remain happy
and safe. Thank you very much for your
ongoing support of the Big Issue and all
the vendors. From all of us here at the
Big Issue, Merry Christmas and Happy
S
New Year.
If you would like to know more or if anyone
you know could benefit from working at
the Big Issue, please contact the Sydney
office for more information: 125-127 Little
Eveleigh St, Redfern; phone 8332 7200;
email Sydney@bigissue.org.au.

Each year I look forward to spending time with
friends and family over the Christmas season. It’s a
time for gratitude, reflection, and a time to remind
ourselves we have a responsibility to one another
as members of the human family.
I wish you and your loved ones all the best this
Christmas and look forward to talking with you
soon in the New Year.
Tanya Plibersek
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Jenny Leong MP
STATE M EM B E R
FOR NEWTOWN

Central to Eveleigh –
so much worth saving
The Baird government’s Urban Growth plans include
complete redevelopment of the “Central to Eveleigh corridor”.
This includes the Australian Technology Park (ATP) site, the
Eveleigh Railyards and surrounds, and other heritage and open
space along the railway lines between Central and Erskineville.
There are huge development pressures on this iconic area.
A recent NSW government announcement confirmed our worst
fears – the publically owned ATP site is being sold off
to a Mirvac-Commonwealth Bank Consortium. Since the
selloff of this site was first announced, I have been working with
the local community, tenants of the site, rail heritage groups
and unions to protect this key part of our industrial past and
innovative future.
The ATP site is recognised as having both national and
international heritage significance, as it was home to Australia’s
largest industrial complex, the Eveleigh Railway Workshops.
Much of that history has been maintained and remains
accessible to visitors. At least for now.
We need an assurance from the Minister for Planning
Rob Stokes that the heritage aspects of ATP will be
preserved and that public access will be maintained.
Across the train lines from ATP is the North Eveleigh site
(next to Carriageworks), which is also a target for development.
Plans there include a 20-storey apartment building,
which will tower over existing residences in Darlington.
There are no targets for additional affordable housing and no
requirements around ensuring sustainability and liveability.
Valuable open space will disappear and thousands of new
residents will access the area via Wilson Street, currently a key
route for cyclists. There are no guarantees that the area will see
additional critical infrastructure such as schools, sporting fields,
medical facilities or public transport.
At the recent consultation that I attended with hundreds of
local residents the outrage at the proposal and concern about
the future of our area was clear. We have a long and strong
history of standing up to greedy developers and short-sighted
governments seeking to impose bad planning decisions on our
communities. And this time will be no different.
If you are concerned about what’s happening, why not
join us by signing up at www.jennyleong.org/central_
to_eveleigh.
Cheers,

People's Climate March, the Domain, November 29. Photo: Claire Mahjoub

MENTAL HEALTH MAT TERS

Domestic violence and mental health
ANNE CAMAC & LAURA BUZO

We are slowly starting to
talk about domestic violence
more, in government and
in the media. However,
much of it remains hidden
and the mechanisms that
could shut it down are just
not built into our society.
Most people could hazard a
guess that the main effect of
domestic violence on women
and children is a state of
fear. Fear of physical hurt,
fear for the welfare of loved
ones, fear of homelessness,
fear of judgment from
within the community.
And they are right, this
is a prominent feature.
But the effects of domestic
violence reach far beyond the
momentary fear of a situation.
Even after it is stopped (if it
is stopped), domestic violence
continues to extract a cost.
In many cases, domestic
violence is not a feature of
the relationship from the
get-go. It often starts to
ramp up when the stakes are
raised, like during pregnancy.
In a previous column, Mental
Health Matters explored
the effects of depression
on new mums and mums-

to-be, most significantly,
the deleterious effect on
bonding and attachment with
baby. Feelings of depression
and anxiety are unavoidable
when one is subjected to
domestic violence. Public
maternity units screen
pregnant women for domestic
violence and mental health
problems in pregnancy.
Of course, you can fudge
it if you want to, and
many women do just that.
Fear of a social worker’s
“interference” can be even
stronger than fear of the
perpetrator. Some women
will concede their feelings of
anxiety, fear and depression
to health staff without
disclosing the violence, and
present themselves for
“treatment”. Treating these
“symptoms” is a tall order
for any psychiatrist and
many feel understandably
uncomfortable about
pathologising the victim
when the violence
eventually comes to light.
If a frightened mother is
unable to provide the stable
figure for attachment for
her baby, the baby will not
be able to develop its own
stable sense of self. These

babies may grow up into
children and adolescents
with problems learning,
communicating and relating
to the world. They will likely
come to the attention of
Child and Adolescent Mental
Health Services and may
need considerable additional
support in their schooling.
They may have difficulty
functioning as adults.
Mental health is impossible
for a child repeatedly exposed
to domestic violence.
Childhood is the time when
our brains are growing, our
neural pathways laid out. In
this sense, the true damage
bill of domestic violence is
incalculable, but astronomical.
In health dollars, education
dollars, corrective services
dollars, public housing
dollars (but not enough of
this), and much more.
Domestic violence costs
more than the relatively few
presentations to Accident
and Emergency with physical
S
injuries.
Between them, Anne and Laura have
over 30 years of experience as mental
health professionals. That said, this
column is not intended to replace
professional advice when it is needed.

Jenny Leong MP
Can we help?
If you are concerned about a local issue or office can assist you
with a specific matter, please get in touch.
Authorised by
Jenny Leong MP
State Member for Newtown
383 King St, Newtown, NSW 2042
T: 02 9517 2800 F: 02 9230 3352
Newtown@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kirstie Parker, CEO of the NCIE, Lord Mayor Clover Moore, Dr Jackie Huggins, new CEO of the National Congress of Australia’s First Peoples and Norma
Ingram celebrate the expansion of Wyanga Aboriginal Aged Care in Cope Street, Redfern. The expansion was made possible thanks to a donation of
property (part of the adjacent carpark) by the City of Sydney. Photo: John Lanzky
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Being a Jew at Christmas time
FA I T H

specific foods for each festival so
we look forward to them each year.

ROSANA TYLER

AS Jews, we do not celebrate
Christmas. The great celebrations
for us take place around Jewish
New Year, usually in September, and
Passover in March or April. Many of
our festivals take place over several
days (and some over eight days) and
involve food. There is usually a lot
of preparation beforehand and it
builds into quite a buzz. There are

Christmas with the poor and lowly

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

FA I T H

The dangers of religion
EDI T OR I A L
SSH

IF you look at history down the ages,
as well as what is happening today, it
becomes clear that religion can bring
the best and worst to the world. As
we grieve for those suffering from
Daesh in France and other places,
we can see that there can be people
at one end of religions who use their
beliefs to support the most vicious
of activities.
Of course, they have different
understandings of their God across
the faiths, but there are similarities.
One thing many hold in common can
be seen in the Crusaders in the Middle
East and many of those Puritans who
first landed on the shores of the United
States. Their faith was founded on the
belief that only they were right and
that unless people worshipped their
God they should be killed.
W hen t he Pu r ita ns la nded i n
America from England they faced the
quite sophisticated Native Americans
who h ad c olu m ne d bu i ld i n g s,
developed farmlands and towns. The
Christian Puritans said: “Believe in

BEN GILMOUR

Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”
The Native Americans said: “Thank
you, but we have our own faith”. The
Christians said: “Oh well, you will
go to hell anyway, so we will kill
you now.” They did that, cut off the
heads of their victims, put them on
stakes and created an avenue with
them. This is just one example. The
Crusaders were killing all people in the
Middle East who refused to become
Christians, especially in Palestine.
None of this means we should
condone ongoing violence against
people in the name of any religion.
On the contrary, we should look
more closely at why t h is c r uel
fundamentalism can arise and be
in any way justified by people in the
name of their “God”. Those of us
who are religious, but horrified by
having the name of God in any way
associated with killing people, could
reflect deeply on whether there are
any edges of self-righteousness in our
faith, any forms of hate for those who
differ from us, and what sort of God we
really present to ourselves and others.
Having said all that, we would still
hope and pray that our God calls us
to love, justice and compassion for all
S
people – of all faiths and none.

An open letter to Program
Developer Troy Daly
Standard

Harold Park

North Eveleigh

Maximum building height

8 storeys

20 storeys

Landscaping within the housing

50% approx

25% approx

Overall open space

35% approx

15% approx

Open space per capita

6.6m2 approx

2m2 approx

COM MEN T

This is a very constrained site
compared to others nearby. It is long
and narrow with one uncontrolled
access point at the western end, with
the busiest railway in the city to one
side in a setting of one- and twostorey terrace houses. It also has to
service a large arts hub which hosts
major events as well as the market
and commercial activities. The site
is an aggregation of heritage of state
and national importance. Keeping
the clothing store does not justify
20 storeys.
Harold Park is a much larger site
with good arterial access, but is
otherwise comparable. The table above
shows how the two sites compare.
The proposed park is less than half
what was committed by Frank Sartor
as Minister for Planning in 2008. It is
apparently okay to go to 20 storeys, as
the tallest blocks are set back and will
only overshadow the busiest railway
line in the city. Bugger the noise for
those new flat dwellers. Most will
face off each other given the east-west
aspect of most blocks, they might get a
skerrick of early or late sun, as well as
getting an eyeful of each other, across

BRUCE LAY

I hope the workshop last Thursday
night with upwards of 200 angry people
was a wakeup call for UrbanGrowth
NSW after all the soft-sell, betrayals
and succession of masterplans done
since 2001, each greedier than the last.
Except for two people, the meeting
rejected high-rise.
Ma ny issues were ra ised: t he
inadequacy of the proposed park
for 2000 new residents; the need for
additional schools, community and
health services; the dangerous and
inadequate access to the site along a
major cycle route; and the inevitable
parking overspill.
Planning should be a level playing
field. There are well-established
standards in terms of density, height,
urban design, public and private open
space, social services, which have
been applied to redevelopment in
inner Sydney over the last 20 years.
These standards have been set aside
on this site.

It is hard to ignore Christmas around
us, especially the parties and gift-giving.
But it is not a part of our tradition.
We do not have a Christmas tree or
decorations. We will light Chanukah
candles during Chanukah, the Festival
of Lights. Sometimes the celebration
overlaps Christmas. This year it will not.
For our family, Christmas Day is a
normal day (albeit all the shops are
closed) and a time for the family to do

things together. We usually take an
outing and enjoy how quiet it can be
compared to other times of the year.
This focus on family during a quiet
time always makes me feel blessed and
appreciate what Hashem (God) has
given me.
It gives me great joy when people
practise their faith with mindfulness. This
is a time of the year when it is important
to remember the spiritual aspects and to
do what we can to assist people in need.
And the same applies to any other festival,
S
whether Christian or not.

F OR m a ny, t he he a r t o f t he
celebration of Christmas is seeing
that the divine dwells with us in
vulnerability, bringing peace and
goodwill for the poor and lowly. For
Christians this is focused in the birth
of Jesus. The subversive message that
accompanies this amazing nativity
story is that this divine birth is not
in palaces or places of power or
influence, but in an animal’s feeding
trough. The unmarried mother finds
no hospitality or home, but ends up
in the cattle shed to give birth to
her child.
It is with the poor and the lowly,
as the carol “Once in Royal David’s
City” reminds us, that divinity breaks
forth and is born into our world as
a symbol of hope. Christmas speaks
of homelessness and messy, cold,
painful and rejected places; those we
are tempted to avoid at all costs. Yet it
is in these places that a new becoming
happens, a new humanity emerges; the
Emmanuel (God with us) is born. As
we embrace Mary and Joseph and baby
Jesus in the Christmas narratives, so we

too are challenged to embrace such poor
and lowly places in our own families,
our community and the world.
For it is a costly kind of love that
is born at Christmas. It is a love
particularly for those who are excluded,
rejected and marginalised – a love for
all who are in need of healing and
reconciliation. At this time I am mindful
of the apparently hopeless plight of
many asylum seekers globally whose
humanity and needs are too often
ignored or pushed to one side or labelled
“someone else’s responsibility”. I am
aware of food and water shortages in the
UNHCR refugee camps in Jordan and
Turkey and of the millions of displaced
people in the Syrian humanitarian
crisis. I think of our government’s
slashing of its international aid budgets.
I am mindful of the homeless and
displaced in our city of Sydney with
the reduction of crisis services. I am
aware of young families living in their
cars, unable to afford accommodation,
and of those who pitch tents in our
parks for shelter. This is a constant
reminder that we as a city have not
looked after our poor and lowly well. I
am also mindful of the many who feel
trapped as a consequence of abusive
power, as evidenced in the high rates of
domestic violence, and of the continued

exploitation and degradation of the
environment.
Christmas reminds us that no divine
value is to be found in the exploitations
of the powerful and their devotees who
are driven by that same lust for power
and significance. Divine value is found
in a new humanity, born in the image
of the humble, vulnerable and homeless
baby Jesus. A new humanity that is for
the inclusion of the poor and lowly, with
hope, good news and salvation. A new
humanity of a deep belonging to each
other in this creation that is open and
generous to all.
It is no coincidence that Jesus’ early
followers were poor and marginalised
and considered outcasts and sinners
by the exploitive powers of that society
and by the religious leaders of the day.
As we stop and gather with family
and friends this Christmas, I would
challenge us all to take a moment to
participate in this new humanity of
Christ by giving the poor and lowly
divine and real value in our actions.
May this be a small way of celebrating
Christmas truthfully – by bringing a
little peace on earth and good will to all.
S
Merry Christmas.
Rev. Ben Gilmour is the minister of the
Paddington Uniting Church.

Major concerns over proposed cycleway
OPI N ION
ROSS SMITH

CITY of Sydney Council’s proposed
Lawson Street cycleway project was
discussed at a recent Precinct meeting.
There were multiple concerns raised
and discussed. The major concerns
were as follows.
1. With the imminent Metro Rail
scheme the pressures on Redfern train
station will be reduced. If the metro
station were to be located at Victoria
Park in close proximity to the Sydney
University area the reduction in demand
on Redfern station and its immediate
environ would be very significant. Is
this the appropriate time to be discussing
major traffic and pedestrian works in
the area against an unknown demand
background?
2. Due to the new bus route termination
points in the city arising from the light
rail project in the CBD the precinct
membership is increasingly dependent
on accessing the train system to
travel to destinations within the CBD.
The proposal to move the bus stop from
Lawson Street to Redfern Street would
have a negative impact on the ability of
the narrow and shadowed courtyards.
Fine for student a nd affordable
housing! The lucky residents are in the
new housing abutting Carriageworks:
they get a north aspect!
The density/floor space ratios are
about double the standard for inner
ring development sites, and about

many of the precinct members to access
Redfern train station due to both the
increased distance away from the station
and having to cross two major roadway
systems, with the attendant safety risks,
to access Redfern station. The adverse
impact will be particularly experienced
by the elderly and not so mobile precinct
members.
3. The proposed removal of dedicated
on-street parking spaces in close
proximity to the Redfern police station
for the use of first-response police
vehicles is of concern. Any action
taken that has the capacity to increase
the time from when the police receive
the emergency call to when the firstresponse vehicle is on its way poses
an unwarranted safety risk. Would
the fire brigade be made to park their
fire engines some distance away from
where their first-response staff members
were based?
4. The proposed removal of kerbside
loading zones whose prime purpose is to
enable local small businesses to receive
deliveries/have customer purchases
picked up for delivery in a cost effective
manner will adversely impact on the
viability of those businesses, with the
same adverse impact to flow onto the
five times the ratio in the existing
residential areas. This ramping up of
the yield and value of this site is corrupt
planning, which should be investigated
by ICAC.
Troy, it’s t i me to apply some
standards!
I have worked in urban planning/

local community and their quality of life.
5. The proposed removal of dedicated
on-street parking spaces in close
proximity to the Redfern police station
for the use of people, especially disabled
people, who wish to visit Redfern police
station creates a disconnect between
the NSW Police and the community.
It has the potential to create a barrier to
the police’s ability to deliver services to
all sectors of the community.
6. The proposed increase in bicycle
traffic in the area raises safety
concerns for pedestrians, especially
those pedestrians who have mobility
challenges. It has been observed that
cyclists do not generally believe that
the traffic laws apply to them, which
adds to the probability of the pedestrian
being hit by a cyclist. For the elderly this
is a life-threatening situation as their
bones do not heal and are more prone
to breakage due to age. Broken bones
frequently mean social isolation and
quality of life deterioration.
7. Was it ethical for the current Council,
whose very existence is under state
government review, to create liability
for a new council who may well have a
S
different set of priorities?
renewa l/h ig h densit y housi ng/
heritage for more than 50 years and
remember the debate about high-rise
in the 1970s – when low- and mediumrise high density replaced the towers
model in Europe and North America.
We need to learn from that experience,
not repeat the mistakes of the past. S
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Peter FitzSimons Photo: Supplied

A post-colonial
movement
DOROTHY MCRAE-MCMAHON

ON its website, the renewed Australian
Republican Movement makes the
following commitment: “We, as
Australians, affirm our allegiance
to Australia and its people, whose
democratic beliefs we share and whose
rights and liberties we respect. We
propose, as a great national project
involving all our citizens, that Australia
becomes an independent republic with
one amongst us chosen as our head of
state.”
Journalist and opinion columnist Peter
FitzSimons is now the National President
of the renewed Republican Movement. In
the 21st century, he sees us as a proud
multicultural and egalitarian country
and is puzzled as to why we would settle
for our head of state being a member
of a royal family living in a palace in
London. He believes that we should start
respecting ourselves and affirm that we
are no longer a colony.
When we last debated the issue of
being a republic, in 1999, it wasn’t in the
end a very respectful discussion and the
decisions we were asked to vote on were
complex. This time, he hopes that we
can have a gentle discussion and simple
voting – an initial vote on whether we
should be a republic at all and then, if
60 to 70 per cent agree that we should,
maybe the prime minister could choose
a governor general and invite either the
parliament or the people to approve.
Peter believes that, unlike last time,
the decision-making does not need to be
complicated. He believes it is a new day
and a new time – that the stars of the
Southern Cross are aligned in agreement
and hope.
Some of u s ot her republ ic a n
supporters will rejoice when the English
“Barmy Army”, which comes to the
Ashes cricket matches in Sydney, will no
long be able to sing to us over and over
again, “God save your gracious Queen,
long live your gracious Queen, God save
your Queen”! Few of us would suggest
that we don’t like the royal family,
rather that it really is not ours. Can we
imagine how we would feel if we were
immigrants to this country from Greece
or Italy or Slovenia and we had to have
as our head of state the British Queen?
Some of us have convict ancestors
– rejected people dumped on this land
by the British. All of us landed here for
various reasons and took this land from its
Indigenous people without negotiation or
permission. We still have a very long way
to go to resolve any of that injustice, but
the original settlers, from whom comes
our present head of state, weren’t even
remotely interested in doing so.
In campaigning for the republic, Peter
FitzSimons will be encouraging whole
families to register their support and to
S
join the movement.
To join the Australian Republican
Movement, sign up at
www.bitly.com/JointheARM
Like us on Facebook.com/AusRepublic
and Twitter @Ausrepublic
You can donate to the campaign
for an Australian head of state
at www.bit.ly/ARM_Donate

Baptism in a clean stretch of the Jordan River Photo: Supplied

The River Jordan, let it flow
The Jordan River, which flows through Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan and Palestine,
is like so much of the Middle East; it is troubled and in crisis.
GIDON BROMBERG

JUST 60 years ago, the River
Jordan was a healthy, fast-flowing
river. But today, along much of
its length it is little more than a
sewage canal. Some 95 per cent of
the river’s sweet water has been
diverted, replaced by the domestic
sewage of over 600,000 people.
Agricultural runoff and the
diversion of saline springs have
resulted in the loss of an estimated
50 per cent of its biodiversity.
The decline of the river has been
due in large measure to the conflicts
between people in the countries it
passes through. It has increasingly
been treated as a backyard
dumping ground, while border
fences and military patrols have
kept the extent of its degradation
out of sight and consequently
out of mind. Palestinians, for
example, are largely denied
access to the portion of the river
valley in the West Bank and have
no access to the river’s water.
The decline is now being turned
around, however, as a decade of
advocacy initiated by EcoPeace
Middle East – an organisation
that brings together Jordanians,
Palestinians and Israelis to work
together to protect the region’s
natural resources and its shared
heritage – begins to bear fruit.
EcoPeace uses communities’
mutual dependence on shared
water resources to persuade them
and their national governments
to cooperate to improve poor
sanitation, prevent disease and
foster an atmosphere of problem
solving and peace building.
Through municipal leadership
and national government buy-in,

wastewater treatment plants
are now coming on line and
some fresh water is again being
released into the river. Palestinian,
Israeli and Jordanian mayors
also see the potential of tourism
from a healthy Jordan River to
lift their people out of poverty
and to combat radicalisation.
Unemployment in communities
can be as high as 50 per cent, and
unemployed young people, with
little hope for the future, become
easy prey for extremist groups,
including recruiters for ISIS in
neighboring Syria and Iraq.
The Jordan River runs through
the heart of spiritual traditions. In
attempts to combat the growing
threat of extremism, EcoPeace
has recently begun to reach out
to the more moderate religious
groups in the region and “use”
the river to advance the creation
of larger stakeholder circles in
support of rehabilitation efforts.
The Jordan River Valley is home
to some of the most momentous
events in the history of humanity’s
relationship with God. Some of
the founding stories of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam are set along
its banks, and the valley contains
sites sacred to half of humanity.
Therefore, the rehabilitation
of the Jordan River is a perfect
matter around which to rally
for faith communities as well.
For Christians, the Jordan is a
symbol of purity and life. Christ’s
baptism in the river marks his
revelation as the Son of God and the
beginning of his ministry on earth.
The Jordan River recalls images
of Jesus standing in holy water,
his head bowed while John pours
the waters of baptism over him.
“As soon as Jesus was baptised, he

went up out of the water. At that
moment heaven was opened, and
he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and alighting on him.
And a voice from heaven said,
‘This is my Son, whom I love; with
him I am well pleased’” (Matthew
3:16-17). Baptism is a ritual of
cleansing and renewal – this is
why the overriding symbol of
the Jordan is purity and why the
current polluted, diverted state of
the Jordan is in such controversy.
For the Jewish people, the Jordan
River is a symbol of liberation.
Crossing the Jordan marks the
Jews’ entry into a land of freedom
and plenty after the bitter years of
slavery and wandering. Earliest
mention in the Hebrew Bible
describes the Jordan Valley as
“well-watered everywhere … even
as the garden of the Lord” (Genesis
13:10). Joshua 3:15 describes
the Jordan as “overflow[ing] its
banks all the times of harvest”.
When Joshua led the Israelites
across this river it was entry into
the Promised Land. The river
marks a divine threshold.
The Jordan River flows through
the cultural heartland for the
Islamic world too. The Jordan
Valley is part of this land that
“we have blessed for the nations”
(Quran, 21:71). The Jordan River
is central to stories of the Islamic
prophets Joshua (Yusha) and John
(Yehya) and Jesus (Isa). Moreover,
many of the closest companions
to the prophet Mohammed are
buried along the Jordan’s eastern
bank. The Jordan Valley played
a crucial role in the expansion
of Islam under Caliph Umar and
one of the most infamous battles
against the Byzantine forces took
place in the northern Jordan Valley.

All the faiths believe the
disaster inflicted on the Jordan
River demonstrates our disregard
for the natural world and our
spiritual traditions, and our failed
responsibility as custodians of
God’s Earth – perhaps this situation
is an excellent reason to band
together and make amends?
The rehabilitation of the Jordan
River thus offers hope, not only
for the shared environment and to
break the cycle of poverty, but also
to strengthen regional stability,
integration and chances for a
S
broader peace.
What you can do!
Read the Covenant for the Jordan River
and sign it here: www.savethejordan.com
Invite an EcoPeace representative to
come speak to your community!
Show an EcoPeace presentation or video
at your school, community centre or
house of worship!
Write or talk to your political
representative about supporting efforts
to rehabilitate the Jordan River and
Dead Sea!
Talk to others about the plight of the
Jordan River and what they can do to
rehabilitate the Jordan River!
As part of this effort EcoPeace
has developed materials to help
faith-based communities advance
understanding, awareness and action
surrounding the Lower Jordan River’s
rehabilitation. Download printable copies
of the materials at www.foeme.org/
www/?module=projects&record_id=223
Gidon Bromberg is the Israeli
co-director of EcoPeace Middle East.
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Uniting Churches

ADVERTISE WITH THE SSH

Community connections, competitive rates. Phone Duncan
on 0402 525 061 or email adverts@ssh.com.au
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Proposed termination of Strata Scheme No 36360 being property
situated at 890-898 Bourke Street, Zetland, NSW 2017.

NOTICE TO

ONE MORE GIFT
South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St, Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday
Evening Prayers 6pm
(2nd Sunday of each month)
Carols 9.30am Christmas Day
Rev. Andrew Collis 0438 719 470
www.southsydneyuniting.org.au

The Sacred Lounge
Cnr St Johns Rd &
Colbourne Ave, Glebe
Worship 7pm Sunday
‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate
candlelit concerts 8pm Thursday
Office 9518 9413
www.sacredlounge.org.au

This year as we finish our Christmas shopping please spare a
thought for others.
Once you’ve bought a Kris Kringle for a workmate, a quirky
gift for your brother-in-law or any of the presents you need for
family and friends, consider one more gift for someone who
really needs it.
One more gift to Red Cross will help ensure an older or isolated
person gets a phone call every day to check they’re OK, clean
water for a young child in a remote village in Myanmar, or a
shower and a meal for a teenager sleeping rough.
This Christmas I urge everyone to consider making one more
gift to Red Cross.
To make your gift to Red Cross call 1800 811 700 or go to
redcross.org.au.
Jody Broun, Executive Director, NSW, Australian Red Cross

Notice is given of an intention to apply to the Registrar General for
an order terminating the above Strata Scheme and the consequent
winding up of the Body Corporate pursuant to section 51A of the
Strata Schemes (Freehold Development) Act 1973.
Any person having any claim against the Body Corporate of the
above Strata Scheme or any estate or interest in or claim against
any of the lots comprised in the Strata Scheme is required on or
before 31 December 2015 to send particulars of the estate, interest
or claim to Bob Miljevic of Colin Biggers & Paisley Pty Limited at
Level 42, 2 Park Street, Sydney NSW 2000.

280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev. Graeme Tutt
9519 9000
www.newtownmission.org.au

The Goods Line, Sydney – this pedestrian walkway and
urban park is the old Ultimo goods line and is Sydney’s
answer to New York’s High Line, which is well-established
now, since 1999.

Contact: Mark Spinks
0411 282 917

Carols at Scots Church Thursday December 24, 2-7pm.
Free event.
And after all the celebrations at Christmas and the New Year
there is the Sydney Festival 2016, which will be its 40th
year of arts and entertainment – this year from January 7-26.

Pitt Street Uniting Church

ABORIGINAL
MEN’S GROUP
(Cnr St Johns Rd &
Colbourne Ave, Glebe)

Choirs in the City, Pitt Street Mall. Thursdays from
December 3 to December 24 from 6-8pm. Free event.

395 Oxford St, Paddington
Worship 10.30am &
7.30pm Sunday
10.30am Christmas Day
Rev. Ben Gilmour
Office 9331 2646
www.paddingtonuca.org.au

BABANA
Babana Shed
open Mon-Fri

Christmas Events in the City
The City of Sydney has lots of Christmas events this year
including:

Paddington Uniting Church

Hugo Street Redfern.

PAT CLARKE

While checking out the Goods Line for this column, I came
across the NSW Public Schools Millennium Marching
Band rehearsing for the November Schools Spectacular just
near the Powerhouse Museum. The MMB will be well known
to avid viewers of Sydney’s annual Anzac Day March as the
“Harry Potter Band” with their flowing purple capes and
snappy routines. Members of the band are NSW public school
students years 7-12 and come from the Metropolitan area, as
well as outer suburban and country areas. They completed a
successful tour of the US this year.

Newtown Mission

10AM-12PM at the
Redfern Community
Centre.

VOLUNTEERS’ NEWS

Grow groups: small, friendly groups to overcome anxiety,
depression and loneliness, and improve mental health. Groups
meet every Wednesday at 6.30pm in Randwick and at 2.15pm
in Bondi Junction and Cronulla at 12.30pm and in other parts
of Sydney and NSW. Grow is anonymous, free and open to all.
Bring a support person if you like. Details: phone 1800 558 268,
or you can go to our website at www.grow.org.au.

Mustard Seed Uniting Church
Cnr Quarry St & Bulwara Rd,
Ultimo
Worship 9.30am Sunday
Rev. David Gore
0449 875 065
mustardseed.unitingchurch.org.au

Meetings are held on
the 4th Thursday of
the month.

10am cuppa followed by
meeting till 12 noon.

GROW GROUPS FOR MENTAL HEALTH
Leichhardt Uniting Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt
(near Norton St, free parking
behind church)
Worship 10am & 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117
www.leichhardtuniting.org.au

Women’s
Reconciliation
Network

Waterloo
Recycling
Workshop
Workshop and market open
Fridays 9am-12pm.
Turunga Flats, 1 Phillip St,
Waterloo (lower car park).
Affordable furniture and
household goods.
Donations gladly received
(no white goods or
electrical apps).
Volunteers welcome –
phone Naomi on
0407 576 098.

Thank you to all our Volunteers this year – you do
everything for the South Sydney Herald: editing, writing,
photographing, producing a first-class free community
newspaper every month. And our volunteer distributors,
you are legends!

264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10am Sunday
Rev. Dr Margaret Mayman
Office 9267 3614
www.pittstreetuniting.org.au

Wishing you all a very happy Festive Season, and every good
wish for a safe and healthy 2016.

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St, Potts Point
Worship 10am Sunday
Rev. Graham Long
Office 9581 9100
www.thewaysidechapel.com

Until our next issue in February 2016,
Pat Clarke & Ross Smith
distro@ssh.com.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Jamie Parker MP
State Member for Balmain

Ron Hoenig MP
State Member for Heffron

Alex Greenwich MP
State Member for Sydney

Jenny Leong MP
State Member for Newtown

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Ground Floor, 287-289 New South
Head Rd, Edgecliff, NSW 2027

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

383 King St, Newtown
NSW 2042

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9327 3988
F: 02 9327 2533

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9517 2800
F: 02 9230 3352

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Newtown@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Left to right: Linda Burnett, Dale Snell, Sue Zanco, Diana Whitton, Daphne Massie and Jan Cooley share
sewing tips as they prepare to bind the edges of quilts for Annie Green Court Photo: Lyn Turnbull

Blessed are the
Piecemakers
Diana Whitton
E AC H month a g roup of
patchworkers meet at the Green
S quare Communit y Centre
( Joynton Avenue) to create quilts
for local charities. The City of
Sydney supports the group by
donating the use of the hall for
each sewing day.

Image: “Morning Beach” by Elisabeth Cummings

Painting anew
SSH
BORN in 1934 in Brisbane, Elisabeth
Cummings is one of Australia’s most
respected living artists. She was listed
in Australian Art Collector Magazine
2002, as one of Australia’s 50 most
collectable artists. Significant prizes
to her name include the Fleurieu
Art Prize, the Portia Geach Portrait
Prize, The Mosman Prize and The
Tattersall’s Art Prize. Much sought
after, Elisabeth’s works are represented
in many private and public collections,
including Artbank, The Queensland
and Gold Coast City Art Galleries and
the Art Gallery of NSW.
Elisabeth has an enviable history,
starting from 1953-57 when she attended
the National Art School in Sydney. In

1961 she studied with Oskar Kokoschka
in Salzburg, and spent 10 years studying
and travelling throughout France and
Italy. Elisabeth taught at the National
Art School in Sydney from 1969-2001
and has been an arts educator at various
other institutions from that time until the
present day. She is a truly inspirational
woman, passionate and dedicated to the
journey of art.
Elisabeth assumes a quiet place of
wisdom as she intuitively guides each
student according to their capacity and
personal direction. After spending time
with Elisabeth Cummings, artists feel
the benefit of having learned under
an Australian master with 50 years’
experience teaching and exhibiting. A
worthy winner of some of Australia’s
most prestigious awards, Elisabeth is
respected as being one of Australia’s

leading contemporary female artists
and colourists. She is a member of the
revered Wedderburn art community,
NSW, and exhibits with Sydney’s King
Street Gallery.
New Paintings is a most beautiful
collection of work.
In a way that is the exception rather
than the rule among Australian artists,
Cummings seems to be getting better as
she gets older. There is general agreement
that the work she is doing today is the
best of her career.
Is she ambitious for her work? Maybe
for the work, but not for her career
or reputation. “It’s all very well to be
ambitious,” she says, “but I’ve still got
to do the paintings. All that stuff is so
crazy. I don’t need much money anyway,
and prices depend on your track record.”
In an era when the demands of

SSH Instagram Gallery
SELECTED BY CLAIRE MAHJOUB

Alexandria
@neeravbhatt

Redfern
@estelle_llamosas

Alexandria
@mertonkidd

The group “Piecemakers” has
been working together since January
2014 when one member, Dale Snell,
cleaned out her material cupboard and
suggested to some friends from Eastern
Suburbs Quilters that “we might do
something with my material for charity.
But I had no idea it would grow so
much, so quickly.”
Members bring their own sewing
machine and threads, but are provided
with a kit of fabric to make a quilt top
of about 48”x70” (quilters still work in
imperial measurements: 120x180cm).
Each sewer pays $10 to contribute to
painting seem to be at war with those
of professionalism, she has remained
focused exclusively on the work itself.
She likes the idea of painting as a kind
of mysterious journey, with its own,
unpredictable sense of movement and
change.

the batting and backing of the quilt.
The quilt tops are created from a
range of designs using donated cotton
fabric and are then quilted by one of the
members who owns a large long-arm
quilting machine.
To date, the group has presented
over 200 quilts to various organisations
across the state including Nagle House
in Surry Hills and Vincentian Nursing
Home in Darlinghurst.
The Piecemakers are currently
preparing a donation of 72 quilts for
Annie Green Court in Redfern “which
we hope to be able to give them before
Christmas. Each quilt adds colour to
the bed of its recipient,” said Ms Snell.
If you would like to join the
Piecemakers group, which meets on
the third Wednesday or Sunday of
the month, please email
dianarwhitton@gmail.com or
phone 0419 690 279. All skill levels
are welcome to join the sewing
group and help will be given.

New Paintings
Elisabeth Cummings
Till December 19, 2015
King Street Gallery on William
177 William Street, Darlinghurst
www.kingstreetgallery.com.au

Tag your Instagram pics #sshphotos and we will include 5 of
the best photos, from all suburbs in South Sydney, here each
month. See all photos online: southsydneyherald.com.au

Circular Quay
@mertonkidd

Opera House
@cm_pics
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The Reviews
Film Review
by Lindsay Cohen

The Lobster
Director: Yorgos Lanthimos
Starring: Colin Farrell, Olivia Colman
Genre: The Meaning of Wife
The Lobster is what happens when
Monty Python meets Logan’s Run
(1976).
Logan’s Run, for the uninitiated, is a
classic B-grade science-fiction film. In
the film, set in 2274, life is terminated
at 30 in a quasi-religious ceremony.
Either that or you run for your life. For
a 40-year-old sci-fi flick it holds up
surprisingly well as it deals with modern
themes around the value of being old
and the cult of youth.
Monty Python needs no introduction,
suffice to say that when odd-ball
comedy and surreal perspectives overlay
science-fiction then the result is at times
hilarious, often bizarre and a cult film
in the waiting. Possibly. A true cult film
would never be acknowledged as such
when it’s released so pretend you never
read that line.
In the world of The Lobster, to be
single is to be regarded as being secondclass (sound familiar?). According to
the law, all singles above a certain age
are taken to The Hotel where they have
45 days to find a partner with a single
matching character trait (an online
dating analogy). Failure results in them
being hunted by other Hotel guests. Get
caught and they’re transformed into the
animal of their choice. If they escape
they join the Loners, bands of misfits
fighting to subvert the system.
The slick US production Her (2013)
covered similar ground to The Lobster,
a French, Greek, Dutch co-production
filmed in Ireland. But while both prove
the trials and tribulations of singlehood
and loneliness are universal themes, The
Lobster is blacker, bleaker and funnier.
Rating: Four and-a-half crustaceans.

»»film@ssh.com.au

Book Review
by M.A. Vazey

The Short and Excruciatingly
Embarrassing Reign of Captain Abbott
Andrew P. Street
Allen and Unwin, 2015
Hopefully, even if you only read the
first chapter of this very unorthodox
history of the two years (give or take a
few days) of the Abbott government, you
will be thankful that we live in a system
of governance which is so democratic
that it allows a journalist like Andrew
Street to publish this damning record

of its time in power.
No matter which side of the political
spectrum you may happen to be, it is
a cringe-worthy account of economic
mismanagement, environmental
ignorance, and heartless attitudes
towards refugees.
Nevertheless, we can be proud of our
system that allows us to discuss, debate
and correct flaws in our legislation. It is
a slow process, but does allow change
without jailing or beheading dissidents,
or making up lies to denigrate other
people.
This book is really a call to each one
of us to understand, cherish and protect
our system, and demand improvement
when necessary. It also warns us against
apathy. If we don’t care what sort of
government we have or what is being
done in our name, or don’t understand
what we are voting for, we will lose what
has been achieved in the past – as has
happened in several instances in the two
years under review.
The image of us is projected by our
government. Do we want to be known
as a people who do not care for human
rights, who are not sympathetic to the
plight of refugees, who widen the gap
between rich and poor, who destroy
biodiversity before we even know what
we are destroying, and who continue
to pollute the air which we all have to
breathe?
This book is a very readable (and
somewhat uncompromising) call for
us to wake up politically, express our
interest in important issues, and perhaps
to ask our local pollies to explain why
they should get our vote.

»»books@ssh.com.au

Dance Review
by Catherine Skipper

The ochres, a gift from the earth,
economically suggested by the simple
mound from which the dancers emerge
and to which they return, bind, unify and
perpetuate the cycle of life from birth
and beyond death.
The flow of time, past, passing and
yet to come, yet all present in a single
moment, is central to the whole work,
composed of four parts – “Yellow”,
“Black”, “Red” and “White”. The
always-present past is authoritatively
established through the opening
sequences. The performance of a
land-cleansing song by guest artist
and cultural consultant, Djakapurra
Munyarryun and the bringing of the
light by a deeply purposeful Elma Kris
communicate the immense power of law
and ritual and awaken in their audience
a reverential respect for a very ancient
cultural inheritance.
Inspired by the Anangu Pitjantjara
Yankunytjatjara women of the Central
Desert, “Yellow” invokes the mothering
aspect of the earth. The rolling, curling

A unique fusion of the traditional
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
culture and contemporary movement,
the original Ochres, choreographed by
Stephen Page, Russell Page, Bernadette
Walong-Sene and Djakapurra
Munyarryun and performed in 1994,
gained international recognition and
established Bangarra as a significant
contributor to the shaping of indigenous
identity in a global culture. Ochres
enabled its audiences then, and now in
this celebratory revisiting, to experience
the sacredness of the connection between
earth, people and spirit integral to
Aboriginal life.
The telling of stories is central to
the transmission of cultural beliefs and
values and in Aboriginal communities
ochres were an important means of
symbolic storytelling. Stories were told
not only upon bark, as indicated by
the monumental piece of melaleuca,
that dominates the stage setting, but
also inscribed upon the bodies of those
celebrating the stories through dance.

show the deepening struggle, and often
intense suffering, that relationships
between individuals can bring. “White”
reunites the full ensemble and is the most
visually stunning and deeply moving
section. New spirits and young spirits,
creatures and clans create a constantly
moving, living tapestry that reaches
far into the past but also embraces a
gentler future.
In all, a perfect production admirably
supported by Jacob Nash’s set, Jennifer
Irwin’s costumes, and Jo Mercurio’s
lights, and it is hoped that Bangarra’s
partnership with Carriageworks and
return to Redfern will continue. The
greatest pleasure of this revisited Ochres is
the almost palpable desire of the youthful
ensemble of highly accomplished
dancers to meet the responsibility of
maintaining the unique achievement
that is Bangarra. Many thanks are always
due to the remarkable Stephen Page,
Artistic Director, and visionary.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au

Redesigning the interior at Badde Manors café Photo: Claire Mahjoub

Wildlife in the café
Andrew Collis
GLEBE: Artist Paul Procee started
work on a new mural at Badde
Manors café in August. The project
now (nearly) completed, he sat
down for a chat and a well-earned
cappuccino.
How did the mural project come
about?

Ochres
Bangarra Dance
Carriageworks, Eveleigh
November 27 – December 5, 2015

and flexing movements of the women’s
ensemble suggests both birthing and
gathering, nurturing and garnering as
extended passages of movement in unison
suggest interdependence and communal
response to larger, controlling rhythms
of season and climate. In contrast, in
the all-male “Black”, the men exhibit
a lovely, bounding energy, crouching,
leaping up and over, seemingly inhabited
by the animal spirits of the creatures
they intend to hunt, watched over by the
protective but also demanding figure of
Djakapurra Munyarryun.
In “Red” unison appropriately gives
way to separation, and the four dances,
“Youth”, “Obsession”, “Poison” and “Pain”
explore different aspects of relationships
between men and women. In “Youth”, a
charming but edgy playfulness is evident
as two confident young girls (Nicola
Sabatino, Yolanda Lowatta) tease a
young man (Beau Dean Riley Smith),
his uncertainty conveyed through the
multiple uses made of his red shirt.
However, the remaining three dances

I’d been going to Badde Manors
since 1987. Last year Martin Sheiban
[café owner] had entertained the
idea of painting a mural, perhaps
incorporating the history of Glebe. I
sketched out some designs that were
eventually abandoned (by me).
The meter boxes posed some
problems. I wanted to keep the

colours muted and the images
subtle so the work would not be too
overpowering for the customers.
I focused instead on the native birds
and wildlife found in and around the
Glebe area. It’s still a work in progress.
The majority of the work was painted
between 1 and 4 in the morning ...
So, the native wildlife was the
inspiration?

Yes. Martin had made some
suggestions, as did certain customers
... but I pretty much had a free rein.
I used acrylic and chalk-based
paints because of their versatility
and quick-drying nature. The rough
brickwork forced me to change my
technique to a more stylised format as
areas had to be repainted to cover the
pitted nature of the surface.

Badde Manors has an art deco feel.
So I didn’t want to stray too far from
the colour scheme ... I would still like
to go over the work with some darker
washes and to add to the Morton Bay
fig tree canopy.
What have the responses been
so far?

Martin appears pleased with the
work. At least there haven’t been any
pots and pans flying in my direction!
One of the kitchen hands wanted
to be incorporated into the image as a
cherub (since scrapped).
One or two regulars weren’t pleased
by the change ... but then others like
to be photographed in front of the
work. The possum and the cupcake
are popular with the little people.

Newtown Festival at Camperdown Memorial Park, November 8. Left to right: Mark Pereira, Coco Boren, Francesca Serpelloni and TJ David. Photo: Claire Mahjoub
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Tobacco – tips for quitting
MARIE HEALY

WITH Christmas just around the
corner, some people turn their
minds to New Year’s resolutions.
Hopefully quitting is high on
the list for the 13 per cent or so
of Australians who smoke.
There is easily accessible
information on quitting tips,
support mechanisms, and the
health, financial and cosmetic
benefits of quitting. Quitline
is a good place to start.
Nicotine Replacement Therapy
(NRT) is under-utilised. It is easy
to access, and even without a
script it is cheaper than smoking.
NRT is available in several
forms, patches and gums being
most familiar. It has few contraindications and side effects (skin
reactions and vivid dreams are
fairly common with patches).
Patches can be used as a harm-

minimisation strategy. Wearing a
patch every day reduces the urge
to smoke, and the urge to inhale
so deeply. The ongoing use of
patches causes a down-regulation
of nicotine receptors, so that
cravings decline. This can pave
the way for eventually quitting,
and reduce the stress of trying.
Addiction to nicotine will cause
many people to rationalise reasons
for continuing to smoke. Quitting
is hard and not succeeding does
not equate to failure – just think
of it as a practice run. Do not feel
embarrassed to tell your doctor
or friends if you relapse – to err
S
is human.
Dr Marie Healy is a GP with interests
in aged and chronic care and health
promotion. This advice is general
in nature; please see your GP for
specific health advice regarding
your individual circumstances.

Brianna Vosta trains with the Redfern All Blacks Photo: Jo Bostock

Victory for All Blacks Women
JO BOSTOCK

THE majority of the Redfern All
Blacks (RAB) Women’s team
have been playing together
since 2009. Our RAB Women
have also won more games than
any other team in the women’s
competition – four of the six
Knock Out tournaments since
the competition started in
2009. This competition not only
showcases our local talent but
has also been a platform for many

of our women to be selected in
the NSW Aboriginal Women’s All
Stars Team as well as to represent
NSW and Australia.
As winners of the 2015 Koori
Knockout women’s competition, the
RAB girls are feeling very proud.
Coach Wes Patten gave them some
great game strategies to enhance
their natural abilities, and they
dominated in all their KO games
and won strongly in the grand final
against Kempsey. Thirteen RAB

girls, practically half the team, were
selected for the All Stars side, which
speaks for itself.
The RAB girls have also shown their
community leadership off the field,
participating in an all-day “Tackling
Violence” workshop to develop a local
domestic violence resource for women
in the Redfern/Waterloo community.
The girls are very aware of the issues
around domestic violence and using
their own words and information to
produce a resource is a positive and
pro-active idea.
The values of the RAB Women are
to increase social connectedness,
community wellbeing, and personal
mental and physical wellbeing. RAB
Women also strive for employment
outcomes, personal development, and
cultural pride in the community.
I would just like to say on behalf of
myself and the team a special thanks
to our sponsors, who make it possible
for us to attend the KO. A big thank
you also to the club, community,
family and friends.
The All Blacks Presentation Night
on November 21 was a big success.
We sold out tickets for the night and
the Albert Palais venue in Leichhardt
was beautiful. We also had Stan
Grant as our MC and Kevin Kopinyeri
(Aboriginal comedian) had us in
stitches. It was great for our club – to
see the young players meet our life
members from whom they received
their awards.
There’s so much happening in
our community, in the football club
and beyond. It’s all spreading a great
vibe throughout the community
with positive and respectful attitudes
among our young people. In saying
all that we have an even bigger year
S
ahead next year!
Jo Bostock is Manager of RAB KO Women.
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