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BarBara Keen

NEWTOWN: Lisa Burns is leaving 
Newtown Neighbourhood Centre 
(NNC). after 10 years with the 
organisation, including over seven 
years at its helm, the CEO has decided 
it’s time for a change.

Lisa will be missed. Under her 
leadership, NNC has achieved 
sign i f icant outcomes for th is 
community. In 2009, following the 
Rudd government’s White Paper 
on homelessness, called “The Road 
Home”, and the subsequent National 
Affordable Housing Agreement, NNC 
convened a conference: “Boarding 
Houses – Time for Change”. This 
conference paved the way for a strategic 
move by the organisation to provide 
case management and support services 
to people living in unlicensed boarding 
houses. 

NNC became a high-profile advocate 
for the rights of people in boarding 

houses and at risk of being homeless. 
The campaign, with severa l 

partners, ultimately led to the NSW 
Boarding Houses Act 2012, which 
for the first time provides some legal 
protection for people living in boarding 
houses and guidelines for boarding 
house operators.

NNC’s Boarding House Outreach 
Service has grown to become a leading 
provider of services to people who 
are at risk of homelessness. It now 
delivers services across eight local 
government areas – City of Sydney, 
Marrickville, Leichhardt, Canada Bay, 
Burwood, Homebush, Ashfield and 
Strathfield. The Centre continues to 
be a key participant in the broader 
discussion of homelessness in NSW, 
and is on the working committee to 
evaluate the implementation of the 
new Act.

Under Lisa’s leadership, Newtown 
Neighbourhood Centre was refurbished 
in 2011 by Marrickville Council, which 
installed a lift and a ramp to make 

the old Newtown Town Hall building 
fully accessible. Lisa also spearheaded 
a broader campaign for an accessible 
railway station in Newtown. For many 
years, the only way to access Newtown 
Railway Station was an imposing flight 
of stairs – an insurmountable barrier 
for many people. This campaign, 
commenced at Newtown Festival, 
achieved its goal in 2012. 

Newtown Neighbourhood Centre’s 
staff and services nearly doubled 
during the period of Lisa’s leadership. 
Today, the Centre remains firmly 
focused on its commitment to diversity 
and inclusion, operating outreach 
services for people living in licensed 
residential centres, a shopping service 
and a good neighbour program, as 
well as social engagement and support 
services for people from diverse 
cultural backgrounds, people who 
are disadvantaged, and the broader 
community. 

NNC also operates Newtown 
Market from the front of the Centre 

each Saturday, and the Sydneyvision 
Song Contest, now in its sixth year, 
continues to grow in popularity. 
NNC has recently been endorsed 
as an LGBTQI safe space, and last 
year participated in the Sydney Gay 
& Lesbian Mardi Gras for the first 
time. It has since followed up this 
commitment with an official launch 
of its new advocacy campaign in 
support of marriage equality at the 
2014 Newtown Festival.

In her final year as CEO, Lisa chalked 
up two major wins with key awards for 
the Newtown Festival, which last year 
attracted 90,000 people. NNC’s annual 
fundraiser, the Festival recently won 
the NSW title of Best Community Event 
at the Australian Event Awards and 
this month won the title of Best Music 
Event at FBi Radio’s SMAC Awards. 

In 2011, Lisa was nominated 

for NSW Woman of the Year. 

Reflecting on her achievements, 

it’s easy to understand why. 

Samuel ClarK

ON DECEmBEr 10 at the redfern 
Community Centre, Youth of f 
the streets’ Key College redfern 
celebrated the graduation of its 
students from Years 9 and 10. it was 
also an opportunity to thank long-
serving school manager min Bonwick 
before she retired.

“The motto at Key College is ‘Accept 
the Challenge’, and that tells of us next 
year when Min won’t be working with 
us in a full-time capacity,” said school 
principal Ms Lou Single. Ms Bonwick 
has been involved with Youth off the 
Streets for 19 years, with eight of those 
years being full-time.

The graduation celebrated the 
amazing achievements of the resilient 
students who are seeking education to 
break the cycle of abuse and poverty in 
which they have found themselves. It 
was also a chance for many to express 
their gratitude to Ms Bonwick for the 
work that she has done. “I wouldn’t 
be half the woman or mum I am today 
if it wasn’t for you,” said one former 
student.

Upon reflection of his time working 
with Ms Bonwick, Father Chris Riley 
said: “I knew she was going to be good 
but I didn’t know she’d be this good and 
last so long.” Addressing Ms Bonwick, 
he added: “I’ve been a teacher for 40 
years myself and you’d have to be one 
of the most inspiring, creative and 
caring teachers that I’ve come across 
in all those years.”

Despite her protests, the praise 
continued to come when her fellow 
teacher at Key, Ben Cook, got hold of 
the microphone. “I’ve grown so much 
as a person and as a teacher through 
working with Min. Over the years, 
so many kids and volunteers and 
community members and people that 
we work with would come up to me 
and just say how 
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amazing it must be 
to work with Min and how she goes 
above and beyond in everything that 
she does, like ridiculously above and 
beyond. She certainly wouldn’t want 
any fuss to be made of her … She’s all 
about everyone else and not herself.”

True to her character she deflected 
the praise back onto her students, 

explaining that “nothing would 
happen if they didn’t want to do 
something for themselves”.

While Ms Bonwick will continue 
to be involved with Key College, 
her position will be filled by Joanna 
Nicholson, who has been teaching 
at the organisation’s Chapel School 
in Merrylands.  S 
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interaction, inclusion and care. 
We want and hope to continue to 
contribute to the community well 
into the future,” Ms Sequeira said.

Manager Peter Ince thanked 
volunteers from Redfern (FDN’s 
former premises) and Botany. 
“To those who did come over 
and to the new recruits who have 
joined our ranks this year I say 
thank you for your dedication and 
commitment to our wonderful 
cause,” he said. “It was important 
to retain the current client numbers 
and to increase our clientele over 
the autumn and winter months. 
This has been achieved through 
mailbox drops and liaising with 
external agencies … FDN currently 
services in excess of 270 clients.”

Mr Ince, too, spoke about the 
onset of the NDIS. “This should be 
a conduit for making sure that the 
organisation is ready and, more 

importantly, is fully equipped 
and able to meet the stringent 
requirements of the scheme. It 
will also help to place us at the 
forefront of like services so that we 
are the premier and most attractive 
choice for all clients to receive 
their fresh produce,” he said.

One client made particular 
mention of FDN’s revamped 
bi-monthly newsletter which features 
good nutritional advice, interesting 
and easy to prepare recipes, an 
absorbing quiz and “excellent jokes”.

Guest speaker Kelly Smith 
highlighted the shared values 
and concerns of the partner 
organisations. Secondbite and FDN 
are committed to providing a healthy 
variety of fruit and vegetables to 
those in need. Both see the value of 
home visits and social interaction for 
those with mobility or other issues. 
Both seek to reduce food waste. 

NSW produces 800,000 tonnes of 
food waste each year ($12 billion 
worth of waste according to www.
lovefoodhatewaste.nsw.gov.au).

Attendees were encouraged to 
think creatively about their use of 
the fruit and vegies in a typical box 
from FDN. Suggestions included 
salads, sandwiches, roasts, stir fries, 
soups and smoothies. Ms Smith 
assured the meeting that fruit and 
vegies could be stored safely for 
many days, “brown spots” removed 
as necessary, and “limp” vegies 
used to make soup or freshened-up 
in a bowl of cold water. “Fruits and 
vegetables won’t ever make you sick 
unless they’re mouldy,” she said.

The AGM concluded with 
refreshments, tea and coffee. S 

For more information or enquiries about 

sponsorship and volunteering contact 

Peter Ince: manager@fdn.org.au

FDN Manager Peter Ince presents his report to the AGM   Photo: Kat Hines

ANDREW COLLIS

BOTANY: THE Food Distribution 
Network (FDN) held its Annual 
General Meeting on Wednesday 
October 29. The guest speaker 
for the meeting was Kelly Smith, 
Nutrition Programs Co-ordinator for 
Secondbite, with whom FDN shares 
premises in Margate Street, Botany.

The AGM was attended by staff, 
Management Committee members, 
clients, volunteers and supporters. 
All expressed commitment to FDN’s 
values and objectives – the care and 
wellbeing of people who are aged 
or frail or living with a disability.

Phyllis Sequeira, FDN President, 
spoke of challenges ahead in relation 
to the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS). “We are currently 
in the process of completing an 
application for Disability Service 
Standards Accreditation,” she 
said. “Achievement of the Home 
And Community Care (HACC) 
standards and the Disability Service 
Standards will put us in a good 
position to be eligible for ongoing 
government funding, as well as 
ensure that we are continually 
reviewing and improving our 
systems and operational processes 
in line with best practice.”

Under the NDIS, clients with 
a disability will be allocated 
funding packages directly, and 
organisations like FDN will have 
to compete to provide services. 
“We understand that transitional 
funding will be available to us until 
June 2016,” Ms Sequeira said. 

The FDN Management 
Committee has been exploring 
various marketing initiatives, 
started to identify alternative 
funding sources and partnerships 
and has commenced applying for 
community grants. An updated 
three-year Strategic Plan has been 
published at www.fdn.org.

“Feedback from our clients 
indicates that they continue to find 
our offering unique and valuable to 
their diet, overall health and social 

Fresh approach to caring for people in need
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BruCe Wardley

aftEr twO years of consultation 
and a recent community workshop, 
an upgrade of redfern station remains 
the top issue for residents, students 
and commuters in the billion dollar 
plus Central to Eveleigh Corridor 
Project.

Program Director, Troy Daly, 
admits Redfern station needs to 
be fixed but says other issues were 
also raised during the consultation 
process including noise and parking, 
pedestrian traffic, improved public 
transport and community services on 
the fringe of the corridor.

“We have had some great feedback 

so far and will continue consultation 
with the community throughout 2015,” 
says Mr Daly.

Expressions of Interest were called 
in November 2014 for the vision and 
principles phase of the project, which 
is expected to continue through the 
first half of 2015. A precinct master 
plan and the first of many individual 
precinct plans will follow in 2015/2016.

“It is a 30-year project,” says Mr 
Daly, “which was originally estimated 
to provide up to a million square 
metres of floor space with a mix of 
commercial, retail and affordable and 
private housing.

“The project will create more jobs 
for the area and an unspecified mix 
of diverse housing,” he says. “It will 

not simply be an expansion of the 
existing Sydney CBD but the heart of 
a new digital, knowledge and creative 
based economy.”

The planning process began 
with broad-based consultations in 
November 2013 followed by five focus 
groups in June and July 2014. A major 
workshop was held early December 
with a var iety of part icipants, 
including representatives from local 
community groups, local residents and 
people selected to provide a balance of 
age, sex and social diversity. 

Project engineers for the next phase 
of the development will be global firm 
Arup, which was responsible for the 
structural design of the Sydney Opera 
House. 

Architectural firm Grimshaw has 
been chosen as the urban designers 
and are probably best known in 
Australia for Melbourne’s Southern 
Cross Station.

Mr Daly says it will be a challenge 
to bring together the old and new but 
hopes the Central to Eveleigh Corridor 
will become a national example of 
how to provide great social diversity 
with enhanced pedestrian access in a 
low-car environment.  S

For more information on the Central 

to Eveleigh corridor project go to 

www.planning.nsw.gov.au/

en-us/developmentproposals/

majordevelopments/

centraltoeveleighcorridor.aspx

Redfern station 
remains top 
priority

Graduations and retirement at Key College
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Accessible footpaths and safe cycleways are key to 
enhancing the University of Sydney’s campuses and 
surrounding areas. Currently, we are spending $2 million 
to improve pedestrian and bicycle access around 
Darlington. Through consulting with the community 
and the City of Sydney, Transport NSW and the 
UrbanGrowth NSW Development Corporation, we have 
developed a Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Strategy.

Work on upgrading Shepherd Street has already commenced. It includes 
reconstruction of the footpath, kerbing and guttering; brick paving; and line marking 
and signage — all accompanied by new garden beds and hedges. Safety will be 
improved and it will look great when finished.

Butlin and Codrington Streets will also be upgraded to create safer pedestrian 
access to the Abercrombie Precinct from the Camperdown side of the campus. 
The work should be complete in time for the opening of the new Business School 
on Codrington Street in mid-2015. 

We held a ‘topping out’ ceremony for the construction when it reached the uppermost 
floor in October. In tandem with the new Abercrombie Student Accommodation, the 
building is on track to open in time for the start of the second semester this year.

The University is continuing to develop a modern, technology-based campus, 
with expanded teaching and living space for students. It’s an exciting and busy 
time, and we are looking forward to opening new teaching spaces and student 
accommodation this year. 

To find out more about the program, see our website at: sydney.edu.au/abercrombie_
precinct/

Michael Spence 
Vice-Chancellor and Principal

CommUNiTy CoNTACT DeTAilS 

Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week  

enquiries: 9114 0523  email: local.community@sydney.edu.au/leadership

Andrew Collis

Young Wiradjuri woman, Dalara 
Williams, is a Sydney-based actor and 
singer. Having recently completed 
studies at the West Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA) 
and before that various courses at the 
Eora College in Darlington, Dalara 
toured the country as part of the 
acclaimed production Wulamanayuwi 
and the Seven Pamanui. In Darwin 
last year she starred in a production 
of King Lear, and this year she begins 
studies at the National Institute for 
Dramatic Art (NIDA). 

we’ve heard a few stories about your 
adventures in 2013-2014. what have 
been the highlights for you?

Having the opportunity to travel 
this beautiful country Australia, 
doing the work I love to do and having 
family members see me perform for 
the first time. 
do you enjoy travelling? what places 
have you visited you’d never been 
before? Most memorable characters 
you’ve met?

I do enjoy traveling when I can. 
I got to visit many places I’ve never 
been before. I went to Melbourne for 
the first time, South Australia, Far 

North Queensland and the Northern 
Territory … so many places. Most 
memorable characters would have to 
be in the Northern Territory, seeing 
so much Indigenous culture, language 
and tradit ions being pract ised 
everyday. People that are so aware 
of their surrounding and country is 
a beautiful sight to see.  
 How has your approach to singing 
and acting changed over the past 
year or so? what have you found most 
inspiring, challenging, gruelling?

I’m having more trust in my 
approach, trust in myself, overall 
feeling more confident towards acting. 

Singing, on the other hand, I still find 
it gruelling to sing on my own in front 
of an audience but it’s something I’m 
working on.  
study at nidA will be an incredible 
experience. what was the interview, 
audition and selection process like?

The audition process for NIDA was 
interesting. You hear so many stories 
of how hard it is to get in and how 
tough the process is. For the auditions 
I was surprisingly calm. I walked in 
with a positive attitude. I just wanted 
to do my best, have fun and show 
them what I had, and I guess that 
worked.  

Appetite CAfe  
82 Regent St, RedfeRn 
tel 9699 4069
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Introducing Dalara Williams
dalara Williams   Photos: John Lanzky

ALEXANDRIA PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL
COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITY SUCCESS
2015 HIGH SCHOOL OPEN DAY
Thursday 26th February | Mitchell Road Campus | 9.15am

Did you know that Alexandria Park Community 
School is THE HIGH SCHOOL in the INNER CITY?

Recently awarded a NSW Director General’s Award for providing 
quality education for all students.

Caters for students in years 7-12 with the full range of high school 
subjects and electives including extension courses for the HSC.

Is identified as a high performing school due to our excellent HSC 
results and outstanding student achievement growth in NAPLAN.
Provides a unique seamless transition to high school program for 
Year 7 students through our Year 5-7 Middle School structure.
Delivers an innovative student engagement program for high 
school students which incorporates a range of extra-curricular 
activities in sport, leadership, music, vocational education, 
hospitality and sustainability.



“I have attended this school since Year 2 and have always 
felt happy here … I choose to remain at the school to 
complete my HSC knowing I would get the best education 
without losing my friends, my great relationships with 
teachers and with the school community I belong to.”  
WILL MAKARYTCHEV, SCHOOL CAPTAIN 2015

Join us to meet our staff, students and parents and 
find out more about Alexandria Park Community School.
Ph: 9698 1967  www.alexparkcs-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

what are you most excited about in 
2015?

Studying, of course. Other than that 
I’m not sure, but I know I’ll be ready 
for whatever 2015 throws at me.  S

N e w s     3February 2015



BruCe Wardley

traNsPOrt fOr Nsw has announced 
work will start before the end of this 
year on a new lift for platforms six 
and seven at redfern station. 

Station Manager, Anthony Turner, says the 
lift will be a big improvement for Redfern 
station. “Redfern is the next Newtown,” he 
says. “I can see it already, Redfern is heading 
in the right direction, a vibrant place to be.”

Originally from the Torres Strait, Anthony 
has links to Indigenous communities in 
Lismore and northern Queensland and has 
seen big changes at Redfern in the nine 
years he has been Station Duty Manager.

The new lift is the highlight of this 
year’s capital works program for Redfern 
station, but improved pedestrian 
access will also be a high priority.

“More barriers will be provided at Gibson 
and Lawson streets,” says Anthony, “although 

the introduction of the Opal card has already 
dramatically cut congestion in the station foyer.”

Transport for NSW says the lift will make 
the station more accessible to customers in 
wheelchairs and for parents with prams. More 
lighting and fencing will also be provided to 
boost security, and a secure bike cage will also 
be built on Lawson Street to provide commuters 
with a safe place to leave their bikes.

Construction of the new lift will 
begin after community feedback and 
planning approval is finalised.

The improvement plans are outlined in 
a Review of Environmental Factors (REF) 
document which also provides an overview of 
the potential impact of the project and how this 
will be managed.  S

The plans can be found at  

www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects-tap/

current-works/redfern. Public feedback is 

welcome over the phone on 1800 684 490 or 

by email to projects@transport.nsw.gov.au.

Redfern Station Duty Manager Anthony Turner    Photo: Bruce Wardley

Guido Gouverneur, Wrought Artworks heritage blacksmith, briefing Jenny Leong, Greens candidate for Newtown,  the global 
importance of the rail heritage at eveleigh. The Greens announced they will submit an expression of interest for the sale of the 
Australian Technology Park on behalf of the people of NSW so that the park can remain in public ownership after community 
groups expressed concerns about the implications of the sale.    Photo: Lyn Turnbull

What a difference a lift can make

anne CamaC & laura Buzo

Depression will steal your loved 
one’s enjoyment in the usual 
things. It may steal his or her 
motivation to get out of bed, to 
shower, to wear clean clothes, 
to brush hair, to eat nourishing 
food and drink. It may make him 
or her slower to move, difficult 
to get out of the house. He or she 
may start to feel like a waste of 
space, like you would be better 
off without him or her. Your 
loved one will be afraid of never 
feeling better, of never getting 
back to work/study/parenting, 
of never again being able to 
form a sentence without crying. 
What is your role in all of this? 

For some carers, the hardest 
thing can be talking to their 
depressed loved one. There is 
nothing you can say to make the 
depression go away. Sometimes 
the less said the better. Using 
whatever language you feel is 
best, be it verbal or non-verbal, 
communicate to your loved one 
that you support him or her and 
that you believe that this state 
of depression is not permanent. 
Encourage him or her to attend 
appointments with helpful 
professionals. Encourage him 
or her to do what little things 
he or she is able: sitting in 
sunlight for 10 minutes, walking 
around the block, reading a 
silly magazine, submitting to 

a hair-cut or fingernail trim, 
drinking some soup. The 
hardest thing to do is to sit with 
the distress of the person you 
love. It will become frustrating.

Yes, frustrating. Even if 
you are the most patient 
and forbearing person in the 
world you will feel impatient, 
drained, powerless, fearful, 
angry. Why can’t they just 
stop!?? Why can’t they show 
me a little love? Why can’t they 
put on a clean pair of pyjamas 
once in a while? Why is this 
even happening? It is normal 
to have these frustrations, 
but important to shield your 
loved one from the fact you are 
having them. Talk to someone 

else in your life who cares about 
you, don’t give up on doing 
things you enjoy and be aware 
that in order to care for your 
loved one you must care for 
yourself. It is very, very likely 
that with time and treatment 
your loved one will recover.

A final word from the 
authors. There has been a lot 
of awareness-raising about 
depression in recent years, 
some of it very helpful indeed. 
It is not uncommon to hear a 
high-profile public personality 
speak of a personal battle 
with depression. Depression 
is many things, chief among 
which is a rotten illness. It 
is not an excuse, or a cause, 

for violent behaviour. If your 
loved one is displaying violent, 
threatening or manipulative 
behaviour, depression is not to 
blame. No diagnostic manual 
in the world lists violence as a 
symptom of depression. There 
must be other factors at play. 
Look at them. S

If you or someone you know is 

experiencing domestic violence, 

you can phone the Domestic Violence 

Line for help on 1800 656 463.  

Between them, Anne and Laura have 

over 30 years of experience as mental 

health professionals. That said, this 

column is not intended to replace 

professional advice when it is needed.

MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS

When someone you love has depression

BruCe Wardley

sYDNEY’s summEr heatwave has raised 
more than a sweat at the Block in redfern, 
where temperatures are fast reaching boiling 
point at the site of the aboriginal tent 
embassy protest.

Embassy spokesperson and Wiradjuri 
woman, Jenny Munro, claims several 
people have been arrested at the site and 
she fears trespass laws may be used to 
remove them completely. Protestors say 
they have a legitimate right to be there, but 
Ms Munro says police patrols were stepped 
up over summer which led to a number of 
arrests including assault. Redfern Local 
Area Commander, Superintendent Luke 
Freudenstein, confirmed police had made 
arrests in the area and says these matters are 
currently before the court. “In each instance 
police were called to the location, and after 
investigation, action was taken,” says Mr 
Freudenstein.

The tent embassy was set up as a women’s 
camp in May last year to protest against 
plans for a three-stage redevelopment by the 
Aboriginal Housing Company.

Long-serving Housing Company Chief 
Executive, Mick Mundine, claims the 
protestors are trespassing but says he would 
like to settle the dispute quietly. “I want to 
talk about the issues and negotiate,” says Mr 
Mundine. 

His ambition is to provide affordable, 
safe and sustainable housing for Aboriginal 

people by turning the now vacant Block site 
into a mixed-use development with social 
and affordable housing for 62 families, a 
gymnasium, commercial and retail space, a 
gallery, accommodation for 154 students and a 
childcare space for 60 children. 

“Sixty-two has been found to be the optimal 
number of designated Aboriginal units to 
avoid overcrowding,” says Mr Mundine. “The 
62 units would consist of 26 two- and three-
bedroom townhouses, and 36 four-bedroom 
homes.” He claims The Block originally had 71 
two- and three-bedroom townhouses.

Ms Munro says the local community 
should not accept 62 designated Aboriginal 
housing units when there used to be more 
than 100 terrace homes. She also claims 
there’s no money for the residential stage, and 
that’s something Mr Mundine doesn’t argue 
with. He says the Housing Company is still 
negotiating finance for all three stages of the 
project and there’s currently no funding for a 
start on any part of the project.

Mr Mundine wants to make a fresh 
start on the issue this year and says he has 
no immediate plans to try to remove the 
protestors. “There is no hurry and no reason 
to push the issue,” he says. “I can’t understand 
why they are there.” 

Ms Munro says the protestors are 
determined to stay and have received welcome 
support from local residents, people from 
other areas of Sydney and overseas visitors. S

For more information about the Pemulwuy 

Project go to www.ahc.org.au/pemulwuy.html

Jenny Munro    Photo: Bruce Wardley

Mercury rising at The Block
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tHE Nsw government has been 
operating without a clear social 
housing policy. One move to rectify 
this shortcoming was the discussion 
paper entitled Social Housing in 
NSW, released in November 2014. 
in response to the discussion 
paper and recent changes in 
the structure of social housing, 
concerned inner sydney tenants 
and community members attended 
an inner sydney regional Council 
(isrC) forum on January 14 to 
voice their recommendations about 
alleviating the social housing crisis.

Housing is a human need and 
a human right. This consensus 
should inform all social housing 
policies, emphasised Tenant 
Participation Resource Worker 
David White. However, housing 
security is not a reality for many 
Sydney residents. Forum participants 
raised the difficulties of accessing 
secure and affordable housing in 
the inner Sydney area. Census 
data indicates that over 40 per 
cent of low-income private rental 
households in NSW are in “housing 
crisis”; that is, they pay over 50 
per cent of their income in rent. 

Forum attendees lamented this 
expensive private rental market and 
the increasing shortage of housing – 
factors contributing to the waiting list 
of over 59,000 “approved” applicants 
on the NSW Housing Register. 
Heartfelt stories were shared about 
struggles to acquire and retain public 
housing (owned by the government) 
and community housing (owned 
by community providers). 

A lack of compassion for 
individual situations and extenuating 
circumstances sometimes leads 
to questionable evictions that 
compromise people’s futures. 
A large-scale example is the 
controversial sale of the public 
housing at Millers Point and 
the iconic Sirius apartments at 
The Rocks. The strategy of removing 
or relocating social housing 
tenants and selling properties to 
the highest bidder is what UNSW 
professor Bill Randolph calls 
“state-imposed social apartheid”. 

The state’s Minister for Family 
and Community Services, Gabrielle 
Upton, has said that proceeds from 
the multi-million-dollar sales of 
social housing properties will be 
put “back into the social housing 
system”. However, it is unclear 
what proportion of the sales will be 
re-allocated. Maintaining financial 
viability is certainly important, 
and the discussion paper describes 
the aim to “support people to move 
into (or remain in) the private 
rental market.” Forum attendees 
recommended that this process 
should involve increased case 
management, cross-communication 
between support networks, and 
better employment incentives. 
There needs to be an adequate safety 
net between obtaining a job and 
losing social housing, as well as care 
and consideration for those who 
are too unwell or too old to work. 

Greens MP Jamie Parker has 
condemned the move to market 
rent as “a cruel ideological 
attack”. The recent enforcement 
of market rent for local, non-profit 
aged care facilities and youth 
centres is pressuring some of 
these crucial services to close. 

At the same time, the discussion 
paper’s Pillar 1, providing 
“opportunity and pathways for client 
independence”, raises a significant 
but sensitive issue. Independence 
via education and employment 
is vital to breaking cycles of 
poverty. But there will be many 
challenges involved in developing 
schemes appropriate to the needs 
of social housing tenants. Forum 
attendees warned of doorknocking 
scams where purported training 
organisations have been getting 
social housing residents to sign 
payments for programs to which 
they are unable to commit.  

The discussion paper’s Pillar 2, 
“A social housing system that is 
fair”, raised forum debates about 
the definition of fairness and the 
potential to accommodate residents 
with a greater variety of incomes. 
A July 2014 independent report 
by SGS Economics and Planning 
recommended that having a range 
of social, affordable, private and 
aged care housing in Millers Point 

could reap better long-term economic 
outcomes for NSW. This finding 
derives from the relatively high 
employment opportunities in the 
inner city and the contributions of 
lower-income workers to the city’s 
functions. As Sydney MP Alex 
Greenwich has stated, “Any global 
city needs people at all income 
levels to help that city thrive.”

The SGS report also made 
suggestions relevant to the forum’s 
discussion of Pillar 3, “A social 
housing system that is sustainable”. 
SGS recommended that long-term 
leases to the market, rather than 
outright sales, would give the NSW 
government better options for 
property allocation in the future. 
Furthermore, socio-economic 
benefits could accrue from replacing 
social housing stock within the inner 
city, rather than relocating it to 
poorly serviced areas. This finding 
matched forum participants’ 
instincts about the importance 
of preserving community ties for 
long-term residents and the elderly.

The ISRC forum raised burning 
questions about the future of social 
housing in Sydney. Will the inner city 
continue to be a vibrant and diverse 
community that accommodates the 
needs of local workers and less-
fortunate people? Or will it become 
an exclusive locale for those with 
the deepest pockets? In the words of 
Chris Martin, Senior Policy Officer 
of the Tenants’ Union of NSW: “…
if the social housing policy that 
follows from the present discussion 
does not consider the reality of the 
private rental market, how it fails 
low-income households, and how 
other government policies have 
shaped it that way, any initiatives for 
‘opportunities and pathways’ out of 
social housing will only raise false 
hopes or real fears.” S

The NSW government is seeking 

feedback about the Social Housing in 

NSW discussion paper. Submissions are 

open until close of business on February 

20, 2015. To make a submission please 

email SocialHousingReform@facs.nsw.

gov.au; or send a letter to Social Housing 

Policy Team, Department of Family 

and Community Services, Locked Bag 

3002, Australia Square NSW 1215. 

Vale Tom Uren
Tom Uren was, to me and so many of my 

generation in Labor politics, our great inspiration, 

our elder statesman, and an unstintingly generous 

and loving mentor and friend.

He was one of Labor’s, the Left’s, and Sydney’s, 

great champions, never hesitating to state his 

beliefs, always ready to speak out for the voiceless, 

the dispossessed, for those in need. Born in 

working-class Balmain, Tom lived through the 

grinding poverty and struggle of the Depression, 

and knew first-hand that the difference between 

prosperity and destitution is all-too-often simply 

luck. His compassion towards those grappling 

with adversity never dimmed, no matter his 

personal success.

The face of our city, and the survival of the 

working class communities within the inner city 

areas, is largely down to Tom. So too is the access 

all residents and all visitors to Sydney can enjoy to 

our beautiful harbour. His great vision was that the 

harbour foreshore should be open to everyone, not 

the preserve of the rich – that anyone could walk 

from headland to headland. He worked tirelessly in 

great battles and in small to make that true.

Long after his retirement, he remained an active 

and committed member of the ALP. Loyal, but never 

unquestioning: he never held back from letting us 

all know when he thought we’d made a wrong 

decision or taken a wrong path. 

Tom would often quote to us Martin Luther King’s 

words that “Hate distorts the personality and 

scars the soul. It is more injurious to the hater 

than the hated.”

The privations of war, especially his time as a 

POW, left their marks upon his body, and in recent 

months, the years caught up with him. But despite 

all that he had endured, Tom’s beautiful soul was 

unscarred. Unstintingly loving, fierce and gentle, 

we will miss him.

Tanya Plibersek

“Make yourself at home!”    Illustration: Alex Grilanc

Community concerns 
housed at tenant forum
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CAMPERDOWN: tHE Yabun festival 
is all about pride – diverse talent, 
creative community, resistance to 
injustice and respect for country 
and culture. the annual festival 
is the largest one-day celebration 
of aboriginal and torres strait 
islander cultures in australia. 
Held each australia/survival/
invasion Day (the different names 
reflect diverse experiences) on 
the traditional land of the Gadigal 
people at Victoria Park, Yabun 
offers a vibrant arts program as 
well as community information 
and social-political engagement.

The Yabun Stage is a showcase 
of some of the best Indigenous 
music talent in the country. Past 
performers include Archie Roach, 
Dan Sultan and Jessica Mauboy. This 
year, festival sponsor Koori Radio 
(93.7FM) broadcast live performances 
by the Green Hand Band, Elaine 
Crombie, Troy, Trevelyn and Dean 
Brady, Benny Walker, Mau Power, 
Jimblah and Stephen Pigram.

Koori Radio DJs Tjarami and Emily 
presented the final episode (for the 
time being at least) of the long-

running “Our Yura” music program. 
During the day (between 10am and 
6pm) guests dropped by their mobile 
studio in the park for interviews.

This year a dance program 
brought dancers from across the 
country to the Corroboree Ground, 
performing graceful moves that 
have been practised for centuries. 
“The rain won’t dampen our 
mood,” said excited spectator Luke 
Currie-Richardson (a member of 
the Bangarra Dance Company).

The performances drew 
enthusiastic crowds. Friends 
Bob and Glen from Mount Druitt 
and Newcastle respectively were 
impressed by “the energy and 
poetry” of the dancers, including 
the Djaadjawan, Gomeroi Mirri 
and Buuja Buuja Butterfly Dance 
groups, the Black Cockatoo Dance 
Company, the NSW Public Schools 
Aboriginal Dance Company 
and the Koomurri Dancers.

The Speak Out and Kulture 
tents featured some of Australia’s 
leading artists, authors and 
thinkers, including Frank and 
Renee of the Indij Hip Hop Show, 
writers Cathy Craigie, Minaji 
Mumbulla, Nardi Simpson and 
Robyn Ridgeway, Roy Ah-See of 

the NSW Aboriginal Land Council, 
and Warren Mundine (chairperson 
of the federal government’s 
Indigenous Advisory Council) who 
delivered the Kevin Cook Lecture.

At the Jarjums Tent, popular 
children’s author David 
Hardy’s illustration workshops 
were a hit with the kids.

Community and market 
stallholders braved the wet weather 
and enjoyed the interactions with 
people of all ages and cultural 
backgrounds. Stalls offered 
delicious food, unique gifts, and 
information on sporting activities, 
health and social services.

One day Australia will be a 
republic, with a flag and Constitution 
to symbolise our independence and 
maturity. It’s just a matter of time. 
By then our truth and reconciliation 
movements will have achieved what 
most of us deeply desire – recognition 
and justice for Indigenous peoples as 
a proper foundation for the future. 
Our national holiday may not always 
be celebrated on January 26. We’ll 
appreciate all the more, however, 
what Yabun has symbolised. And 
always will. S

www.yabun.org.au

opInIon
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a NEED was identified by members 
of the Nsw Legislative Council 
to examine social, Public and 
affordable Housing in Nsw. under 
the established parliamentary 
process a committee was 
formed to conduct an inquiry. it 
followed the prescribed process 
of examination and tabled its 
report in the parliament on 
september 8, 2014. the report 
made 41 recommendations and 
called for the government to 
respond to the report and its 
recommendations by march 9, 2015.

Gabrielle Upton, the Minister with 
responsibility for the NSW Housing 
portfolio, apparently decided the 
report and its recommendations 
were not in line with current 
Liberal policy, which is to sell all 
government-owned assets so as to 
minimise the role of government in 
supplying universal equity of access 
to services such as roads, hospitals, 
schools, and housing for the people 
of NSW. The federal coalition’s 
housing policy, as released on August 

19, 2010, is to have fewer people 
in public housing. This is to be 
achieved by enhancing opportunities 
for home ownership and establishing 
an affordable housing voucher 
scheme for eligible people to access 
the rental housing market. Minister 
Upton is advancing this policy. 

The Minister, it seems, has 
forgotten Winston Spencer 
Churchill’s Liberalism and 
the Social Problem series of 
speeches as published in 1909.

The Minister chose to release a 
Social Housing in NSW discussion 
paper on November 18, 2014, some 
40 days after the release of the 
Select Committee’s report. The 
announced scope of the discussion 
paper is very different from that 
of the Committee’s inquiry. The 
closing date for feedback on the 
discussion paper is February 20, 
2015, some 17 days prior to the 
deadline the government has to 
respond to the Legislative Council 
report and its recommendations.

It has been suggested that 
the true purpose of the release 
of the Minister’s discussion 
paper was to buy time while the 
Minister’s sales program for public 
housing stock across the Inner 

Sydney area was proceeding.
The Minister’s release of a Social 

Housing in NSW discussion paper 
post release of the NSW Legislative 
Council Select Committee’s report, 
with a closure date prior to the 
deadline for the government’s 
response to that report, is open to 
an interpretation of disrespect for 
both the Select Committee and 
established parliamentary process.

Perhaps the appropriate feedback 
to the Minister’s Social Housing 
discussion paper would be: 
Implement the 41 recommendations 
contained in the NSW Legislative 
Council’s Select Committee report 
on Social, Public and Affordable 
Housing in NSW. S

The Discussion paper can be 

accessed on the FaCS website at 

www.facs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/

file/0009/303030/Social-Housing-in-

NSW_Discussion-Paper.pdf 

The NSW Legislative Council Select 

Committee’s report can be accessed on the 

Parliamentary website at www.parliament.

www.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/committee.

nsf/0/12b4da4578015782ca257d4d0012

0ffe/$FILE/Report%20on%20Social,%20

public%20and%20affordable%20

housing%20-%20September%202014.pdf

A not-for-profit community organisation providing 
affordable transport options all year round!

$5 Medical Transport      
$1 Shopping Transport 

$5 Social Transport

South East Sydney 
Community Transport

Phone: 8241 8000   

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure 
Psychology

UrbAn nAtUre wellbeing centre 
216 enmore rd (cnr edgewAre rd) 

enmore nsw 2042

caring, confidential psychological services 
to help you deal with life’s difficulties

bulk billing available on referral from gP

contact elizabeth munro on 0408 612 808  
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

262 Abercrombie St, DArlington
Ph: 9698 8677   oPen 7 DAyS
mon-Fri 7Am-5Pm    SAt-Sun 8Am-4Pm

triPoD cAFetriPoD cAFe

Showcasing Indigenous culture 
and talent

Disrespecting parliamentary process?

Troy and Trevelyn Brady on the Yabun Stage    Photo: Andrew Collis
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tHE GLEBE Justice Centre is about 
bringing justice to all parts of Glebe. 
it does this by integrating legal 
services, advocacy and community 
leadership to uphold the rights of 
people and families and address 
underlying injustices affecting 
the community. to commemorate 
the opening we will launch Glebe 
Connect – an initiative that will 
celebrate the diversity of Glebe and 
the strength of the community. 

The saying “Give someone a fish 
and they’ll eat for a day, teach them 
to fish and they’ll eat for a lifetime” 
only tells part of the story. What if 
someone pollutes the water? Or the 
government demands an expensive 
licence to fish? Or a company dams 
the water upstream and stops the 
fish further down the stream? We 
have consistently heard people in 
Glebe asking for ways to bring about 
change in the community, but not as a 
handout, rather in a way which means 
that they can be involved in creating 
a strong, fair and vibrant community.

Situated in an old movie theatre 
originally built by Sydney City Mission 
(now known as Mission Australia), 
the building has had many uses 
including live concerts, churches and 
even a hairdressing studio. As the 
Glebe Justice Centre, the building is 
returning again to be a resource for 
the whole community. 

Regular legal information nights 
will begin where pro-bono lawyers 
will be available for people to seek 
advice. Other programs include 
mediation programs, public events 
such as Glebe Talks, a forum for local 
voices and live music, and pop-up 
restaurant dinners hosted by people 
from diverse cultural backgrounds. 
The venue will continue to be available 
for hiring for live concerts and large 
community events. The Glebe Justice 
Centre was recently joined by two new 
partners – Babana Aboriginal Men’s 
Group and Annecto, who each have 
offices situated on site.

Director for the Glebe Justice 
Centre, Stuart Davey, says: “Glebe is 
a unique place and what is beginning 
here at the Glebe Justice Centre is 
the creation of an innovative blend 
of community-oriented responses 
to injustice. Drawing on successful 
models in Europe and North America, 
we’ve adapted to the needs of Glebe to 
create something that is new.” 

The Centre will be unveiled at 
midday on Sunday February 15 
with the launch of Glebe Connect. 
Glebe Connect is a tool to help 
people in the community find what 
else is happening in the area and 
discover how they can contribute. 
An accompanying exhibition, Portraits 
of Glebe, features artworks of local 
personalit ies and their stories, 
focusing on the qualities and strength 
of the area.

A weeklong celebration will follow 
and includes the following highlights: 
an Indigenous dance concert; a new 
regular event called “Glebe Talks” – 
featuring ideas and live music worth 
sharing; Sophie Hutchings in concert 
– piano and cello played acoustically; 
Nexus Quartet – with Frank Celata, 
the associate principal clarinet of 
the Sydney Symphony Orchestra; 
Colbourne Ave – an intimate candlelit 
concert featuring the legendary jazz 
pianist Chuck Yates. S

For more information, go to  

www.glebejusticecentre.org.au

andreW ColliS

WATERLOO: LatE last year, 
Dr Cassandra Goldie, CEO of 
the australian Council of social 
service (aCOss), paid a visit 
to weave Youth & Community 
services to present the findings 
of a survey revealing that 80 per 
cent of frontline agencies are 
unable to meet levels of demand 
with current resources.

The survey of almost 1,000 
community service workers from 
around the country shows that 
43 per cent of services are simply 
unable to meet the needs of people 
coming to them for help. A further 
37 per cent can “almost” meet 
demand. Only 20 per cent reported 
being able to meet demand fully.

The findings are supported by 
the results of a survey by Mental 
Health Australia, which found 
that 41 per cent of mental health 
organisations had experienced a 
reduction in services because of 
funding uncertainty and 40 per cent 
had experienced a loss of staff.

“From the coalface of community 
work, our findings are deeply 
concerning and should ring alarm 
bells for federal government policies 
that would inflict deeper pain on 
the people doing it toughest in our 
community,” Dr Goldie said.

“As a society we simply cannot 
accept policies that will further erode 
the living conditions of people on 

the lowest incomes, or reduce the 
social services that are their lifeline. 
We are particularly perturbed about 
the state of our nation’s community 
legal and accommodation services, 
which have reported great difficulty 
meeting demand. Yet, despite the 
urgent need for these services in 
our community, they have been 
subjected to federal funding cuts 
and ongoing funding uncertainty.

“We are troubled by the plight 
of both young and older people not 
in paid work and of single parents, 
with community service workers 
reporting a noticeable deterioration 
in their quality of life and levels 
of stress in the past year.”

Dr Goldie addressed the media 
alongside Shane Brown, chief 
executive of Weave. They highlighted 
their shared concerns with regard 
to housing and homeless services, 
in particular the lack of supply of 
affordable housing. Also of concern 
was the stereotyping of young people 
as lazy, and disparaging remarks 
about people with mental illnesses 
from politicians and commentators 
“who should know better”.

“Young people want jobs,” Mr 
Brown said. “But there is only 
one job for every five young 
people out there looking.”

We were reminded of a core 
group of people who do not have 
enough. There are 2.5 million 
people living below the poverty 
line in Australia, including 603,000 
children. In the context of such 

need and inadequate funding we 
were warned of “savage cuts” on 
the way. Half a billion dollars in 
cuts to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander services. A quarter billion 
in cuts generally, including cuts 
to legal aid and youth services.

Weave Youth & Community 
Services is a non-profit community 
organisation that has been working 
with disadvantaged and vulnerable 
young people, women, children 
and families in the City of Sydney 
and South Sydney areas for over 
30 years. Weave provides a range 
of services that include practical 
support, counselling, mental health 
services, drug and alcohol support, 
access to education and employment 
opportunities and assistance 
for information and referral.

Mr Brown mentioned that 70 
per cent of Weave’s clients (the 
agency helped more than 7,000 
people in 2014) are of Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander background. 
“The federal government has 
rationalised funding for Indigenous 
programs. There are 150 programs 
reduced to five and we still don’t 
know who’s going to get funding,” 
he said. “A lot of the funding 
we get is to support Indigenous 
people and their families. There is 
constant pressure on funding.”

He also bemoaned the recent 
$300,000 cut in state funding for 
a program to help children stay 
in school. “For some children 
it [inadequate funding of the 

community sector] means dropping 
out of school at the end of primary 
school and not continuing with 
their education because they have 
had bad experiences. For some 
young people it means that instead 
of receiving therapeutic support 
they end up in jail. For a lot of 
young people it means remaining 
homeless and living on the streets 
rather than moving to a refuge or 
public housing,” he said. “For some 
parents, particularly single mums, 
it means losing their children rather 
than getting into a program to help 
them develop their parenting skills.”

In January Dr Goldie spoke out 
on tax reform, disagreeing with 
the federal treasurer’s comment 
that some are contributing half 
their income to tax. “This is 
simply not accurate,” Dr Goldie 
said. “We are releasing [a paper 
ahead of the government’s 
tax review to be launched in 
February] to demonstrate that 
based on the Bureau of Statistics 
data and appropriate modelling, 
people on higher incomes are 
contributing around 28 per cent. 
They are able to pay more.”

Dr Goldie also pointed out that 
GST hits low-income earners hardest.

“We urge governments at all levels 
to work with us in the pursuit of 
evidence-based policies that will be 
effective, not ones based on short-
term budgetary imperatives that will 
cost us more as a community in the 
longer term,” she said. S

Glebe Justice 
Centre opens 
this month

Community services feel the strain

This page sponsored by UnitingCare NSW.ACT, the Board of the NSW 
and ACT Synod of the Uniting Church responsible for the work of 
community services, chaplaincy and social justice advocacy.  
“All our work is inspired and guided by the principles of justice and compassion.” 
www. unitingcarenswact.org.au

Cassandra Goldie and Shane Brown   Photo: Andrew Collis
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“COmmuNitY ENGaGEmENt” 
is a brand new and burgeoning 
industry/profession. Developers and 
government agencies are awash with 
whole new departments devoted 
to persuading members of the 
community of the benefits of their 
latest uber-growth scenarios. No 
longer can one speak directly with 
someone at the coalface of planning, 
transport, roads or individual 
large-scale developments. we now 
have segregated workshops designed 
specifically for members of the 
community, so we can’t even have 
a debate with other stakeholders 
in any particular development.

The Central to Eveleigh (C2E) 
urban renewal project is a case in 
point. When it was announced, I 
immediately arranged a meeting 
with the then head of UrbanGrowth 
(UG), the new government quango 
in charge. This meeting was followed 
by two well-run workshops led by 
an academic and attended by senior 
UG personnel. These workshops 
were attended by representatives of 
local groups who had considerable 
knowledge of both the C2E area, 
and experience in planning issues. 

In contrast, the last workshop I 
attended late last year was a less 
than satisfactory experience. The 
workshop was heavily attended by 
the new community engagement 
team members who had managed 
to identify a number of people 
(with little or no prior experience of 
planning issues) selected at random. 

I congratulate the organisers on 

their efforts to expand the reach 
of their consultation program, 
but many attendees were not 
convinced of the efficacy of the 
growth scenario in their local 
area and others were outright 
opposed to the whole concept. 

I am advised that some found 
the workshop useful, although I 
switched off as we were swamped 
with planning-speak slogans and 
buzzwords with little real substance. 
One comment from a new participant 
at my table on being asked to 
ascribe human characteristics to 
the vision was: “F … bullshit.” I 
had to agree, although I would not 
have expressed it in those terms.

The workshop referred to the Bays 
Precinct International Summit held in 
November, to which none of us were 
invited. Reports I have had from those 
members of the Bays community who 
did attend were very positive – indeed 
inspirational – and I was able to pass 
on to the C2E community engagement 
team support for the idea of kick-start 
projects to build trust. I was pleased 
that this idea was incorporated in the 
latest C2E workshop, where many 
participants strongly supported the 
erection of a temporary access-way 
across the railway to link Newtown/
Chippendale to Redfern. But I have 
been advised subsequently that 
this strongly supported kick-start 
project is not possible. So much for 
that idea to build community trust.

I have suggested that the next 
workshop focus on great international 
examples of urban renewal to get 
people excited about the opportunities 
and benefits that C2E can bring to 
the community. UG should try to win 

over the sceptics and those who don’t 
want change for what they perceive 
as change’s sake. However, if UG 
presents reasonably fully-formed 
plans for C2E this will confirm the 
impression that the government is 
going through a sham consultation. 

At the next workshop UG could 
announce some kick-start projects 
and ask people for feedback on 
those aspects which appeal to 
them. A follow-up workshop 
could show how all the comments 
could be implemented – perhaps 
with two or three scenarios – 
and seek further comment. 

As has been said often, this is a 
30-year project. No need to rush. Yet 
rushing they are. I have just now 
learned that expressions of interest 
for the purchase of the Australian 
Technology Park close at the end 
of January, with a decision as to 
whether to proceed with a sale to 
be made in February, just a month 
before the next NSW elections!

The one aspect which still hasn’t 
been addressed is governance into 
the future. The government needs to 
announce how this will be achieved 
and how the planning principles 
will be enshrined in the terms of 
reference. My preference would 
be for an independent statutory 
authority, with two community 
representatives on it. There could 
also be a Community Reference 
Group or Community Liaison Group 
(when construction starts).

Another problem to be 
addressed is how to get all the 
government silos working together 
to achieve the agreed vision. 
Some departments, for example 

Roads and Maritime Services, 
stay outside of all consultative 
mechanisms, although Transport 
for NSW is more cooperative. 

I have also sought the opportunity 
to attend a workshop which is also 
attended by representatives of the 
silos. I don’t think it’s very useful in 
the long run for the “community” 
to be kept at arm’s length from 
the government. It just sets up 
an “us and them” environment 
and doesn’t help to win trust. 

We in Pyrmont and Ultimo have 
suffered from the silo, pass-the-buck 
planning environment, particularly 
at Darling Harbour. The developers 
say “not in my brief”, and the silos 
refuse to be drawn into discussions 
on the need for physical and social 
infrastructure, including direct 
access to the CBD and expanded 
educational facilities to serve all 
the new families moving into the 
urban renewal areas. But no one 
body seems to have overall control 
or coordinating responsibilities.

But all this “engagement” must, in 
the end, be worthwhile, not just for 
the government and the developers 
who stand to profit, but for the people 
who live and work along the C2E 
corridor. The government has to do a 
lot more than engage legions of public 
relations folk to massage us into 
acceptance. It must build our trust by 
incorporating our ideas into its plans, 
and delivering tangible, worthwhile 
outcomes for all of us. I think we 
are all so over participating and not 
being heard. S

Elizabeth Elenius is Convenor of Pyrmont 

Action Inc.  (www.pyrmontaction.org.au

roxanne mCmurray

Last YEar, Dr aline smith shared 
with SSH readers a speech she gave 
at a state Parliament House forum 
against the impending closure of 
women’s refuges in inner sydney.

Dr Smith was speaking on behalf of 
600 local GPs, and was joined by the 
concerned voices of local members 
of parliament, St Vincent Hospital’s 
Dr Peter McGeorge, heads of health 
peak bodies and clients of women-
only services. The forum was the 
first step in what became a campaign 
by the new advocacy network SOS 
Women’s Services which was formed 
to stop the government’s defunding 
of women’s services in the inner city.

At the time, the government 
had cut over $6 million from 
homelessness services in the 
inner city and new tenders 
had been written in a way that 
precluded the continued funding 
of the city’s women’s refuges. As 
consequences of the government’s 
policy, refuges in Randwick and 
Ryde had already sadly announced 
their closures, after decades of 
providing safe havens for women 
and children escaping domestic 
violence, and more were to come. 

Organisations like Leichhardt 
Women’s Community Health Centre 
had been stunned that there would be 
no specialist refuges for their clients 
recovering from mental illness, drug 
and alcohol dependency, childhood 
sexual abuse and leaving custody, 
and no girls-only youth refuge. The 
network of women’s services gathered 
together to commence advocacy. 
At the height of the campaign, 
thousands of people wrote emails to 
MPs and put up posters throughout 

Engagement means a chance of being heard

Inner-city women’s services saved – but it’s not all rosy

VENDOR PROFILE

KAThERINE
Katherine has been selling 
The Big Issue since June 
and is currently selling the 
magazine around Central 
station. Her story is both 
incredible and a testament 
to the kind and persevering 
person that she is.

Katherine originally came to 
Australia when she was six 
months old, but following her 
parents’ divorce when she was 
five, moved back to England 
with her mother.

She has refused to let 
homelessness, or the death of 
her mother, hold her back. She 
studied at the St Martin’s School 
of Art in London, where she met 
Andy Warhol, rode a bike across 
the Sahara desert, owned a 
clothing store, and started 
painting and decorating.

In 1988 Katherine decided to 
move back to Sydney. However, 
she has experienced a range 
of setbacks which have made 
settling here that much harder. 
Not only has she had trouble 
in a few workplaces but 
suffers from severe back pains 
following an ill-fated holiday. 

“I went on a holiday with a 
friend from England and I fell off 
a horse. Then I crashed the car 
the next day and I was in a lot of 
pain in my back.” 

Katherine also battles with 
schizophrenia and, while it has 
caused her some problems, she 
refuses to let it define who she 
is. “You lose everyone when you 
get diagnosed with a mental 
illness. It freaks people out. If 
anyone finds someone that’s 
not acting well you have to get 
them help as soon as possible.”

While continuing to paint on the 
side she says that working at 
The Big Issue has helped her. 
“It suits me for now and helps 
to get me out of the house. The 
public are lovely, I’ve had bad 
people in my life, which didn’t 
help my mental state, but doing 
this job when you get a nice 
friendly normal face smiling at 
you is good. It takes my mind off 
my issues.”

If you or anyone you know 
could benefit from becoming a 
vendor for The Big Issue, please 
contact the Sydney office for 
more information:  
125-127 Little Eveleigh St. 
Redfern; phone 8332 7200; 
email sydney@bigissue.org.au

PhoTo By Samuel Clark

The Big Issue is Australia’s 
leading social enterprise. 
It is an independent, not
forprofit organisation that 
develops solutions to help 
homeless, disadvantaged 
and marginalised people 
positively change their lives. 
The Big Issue magazine is 
published fortnightly and sold 
on the streets by vendors who 
purchase copies for $3 and 
sell them for $6, keeping the 
difference.

to find out more visit: 
thebigissue.org.au 

the city. Facebook posts tipped 
50,000 views, affected MPs spoke 
out and a 15,500-signature petition 
resulted in a debate in parliament. 

After sharing our concerns with 
the Minister and the community 
campaign we were pleased to 
announce late last year, with the 
Minister, that the women’s services 
in the inner city were saved from 
closure and had secured funding 
and their refuge properties. We 
are very thankful for the close 
attention of Minister Gabrielle 
Upton to reverse the government’s 
plans and secure into the future the 
network of specialist services for 
vulnerable women in the inner city. 

Sadly, women’s services 
throughout NSW have not fared 
as well. In May 2014, prior to the 
government’s “reforms”, there were 
around 100 women’s refuges in 
NSW run by women, for women. 

Now there are just 14. Of the ones 
that have survived the process, 
many are now run by large charities 
or have to cater for mixed gender 
and, seven months after funding 
announcements, many services are 
not yet operational. Reports from 
services of problems to fix now 
include there being less full-time 
staffing of homelessness services, 
less 24/7 on call by women staff, less 
CALD and Aboriginal specific refuges 
and less girl-only youth refuges. 
Many women-only services, built up 
by local communities over decades, 
have closed. Domestic violence is on 
the national agenda like never before, 
but NSW is against the tide. This 
isn’t the time for closures of women-
only services and loss of expertise. 

While the inner-city specialist 
women’s services have been saved 
from closure, these same services 
are now struggling within a broader 

network that is trying to cope with 
the realities post-reform. Many 
women’s services have lost access 
to the supported accommodation on 
which they’ve relied to transition 
women to live independently and 
there is hardly a referral service 
that says they’re coping with the 
pressures. Services are attempting 
to work with the government and 
are liaising with strong community 
advocates such as Alex Greenwich 
to solve these remaining issues. In 
November, SOS Women’s Services 
spoke with the government about 
“hotspots” and has asked Minister 
Upton to work with us to rectify gaps 
in the new system.  S

Roxanne McMurray is the manager of 

Leichhardt Women’s Community Health 

Centre and spokesperson for SOS 

Women’s Services. For more information, 

go to www.soswomensservices.com

Announcement of inner-city women’s services funding restored: (L-R) kerri Betteridge (Detour house and Young People’s Refuge), 
kate Timmins (B Miles), fACS Minister Gabrielle Upton, Roxanne McMurray, Mindy Sotiri (Community Restorative Centre)    Photo: Supplied
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To say that religious intolerance 
and ignorance are contemporary 
social problems would be an 
u nd e r s t a t e me n t .  Re l i g i o u s 
identities and conflicts are forged 
in historical contexts, and religion 
is readily exploited by those who 
seek to destabilise, divide or simply 
distract. Religious traditions are a 
source of hope and innovation as 
well as harbouring resentment and 
prejudice. It would seem important 
to acknowledge this ambiguity and to 
think creatively and critically about 
religion.

Philosopher Richard Kearney’s book 
Anatheism (2009) presents faith as a 
“not knowing” that signifies a break 
with former sureties and invites the 
construction of new meanings from the 
most ancient of wisdoms. Anatheism 
(from ana-theos, or God after God) 
refers to an inaugural event that lies 
at the heart of every great religion, a 
wager between hospitality and hostility 
to the stranger, the other – the sense 
of something “more”.

The book draws upon various 
religious traditions in the interests 
of what the author calls a “sacred 
secularity”. Atheism, too, is valued as a 
corrective to idolatry and superstition.

Kearney concludes with a discussion 
of the role of theism and atheism in 
conflict and peace, confronting the 
distinction between sacramental and 
sacrificial belief, or the God who gives 
life and the God who takes it away. 
Accepting that we can never be sure 
about God, he argues, is a way to 
rediscover a hidden holiness in life.

That’s one philosophical way to 
proceed. Dialogue is another. The 

Uniting Church refers to four basic 
principles of interfaith dialogue 
identified by Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland (formerly the 
British Council of Churches): dialogue 
begins when people meet people; 
dialogue depends upon removing 
misunderstanding and building up 
trust; dialogue leads to common service 
within the community; dialogue is a 
means of authentic witness. 

Members of the Uniting Church 
are involved in a number of dialogue 
groups, interfaith activities and 
government consultations on interfaith 
co-operation including the Australian 
National Dialogue of Christians, 
Muslims and Jews; and the Asia-Pacific 
Regional Interfaith Dialogue.

In next month’s issue of the SSH, our 
Youth of Today article will comprise a 
speech by Ibrahim Sakar which begins: 
“I am a Muslim, Lebanese and an 
Australian. I am 14 years of age, I like 
communicating with people, debating 
and public speaking ... [Recently] I 
participated in a Together for Humanity 
Interfaith program at my school, 
Punchbowl Boys High School. This 
program was led by Rabbi Zalman 
Kastel, Sheikh Ahmad Abdo, Taha 
Allam (an ex-student of my school) 
and Pastor Greg Lake who used to be 
a manager of the Christmas Island 
refugee detention centre ... I respect 
Australia a lot. I am proud to say that 
this is my country ...”

The SSH will endeavour to include 
a number of articles like this, as well 
as pieces from particular religious 
perspectives. It’s something we can 
do to offset religious stereotyping, 
and the conflation of belief with 
fundamentalism/arrogance. It’s 
something we can do to support 
openness to new and respectful – 
hospitable, peaceable – expressions 
of the most ancient of wisdoms. S

cOmmEnT
DenniS CliCHe

In Response to the comment 
article in the December 2014 issue 
of the SSH.

WestConnex is expanding 
Sydney’s motorway network, helping 
to cope with an extra 1.6 million 
people over the next 20 years. 

WestConnex will include a 
new motorway interchange at St 
Peters, linking the M4 and M5 
with Sydney Airport and Port 
Botany. The interchange will be 
located at the former Alexandria 
Landfill site. This site was chosen 
to limit impact on the local area.

The St Peters Interchange 
will connect to the existing 
road network, providing better 
connections to surrounding 
areas. As part of the planning 

process, detailed traffic modelling 
is well underway. This will 
ensure it is designed to integrate 
smoothly with the existing road 
network when it opens to traffic 
in 2019 and when WestConnex 
is completed in full in 2023.

Much attention has been given 
to potential impacts on public 
space, particularly Sydney Park. 
The government fully recognises 
the importance of this regional 
park and the investments that 
have been made in recent years 
by the City of Sydney and others. 
There is no question that this 
is an important piece of green 
space, not just for the local 
community, but for all of Sydney. 

WestConnex Delivery Authority 
will work with local councils to 
look at opportunities to improve 
the public amenity as a result 
of this project, including new 
cycleways, pedestrian links and 
other opportunities for open space 

once construction is completed.
Calls for public transport in place 

of WestConnex fail to recognise 
that WestConnex is just one of 
a range of transport projects 
being delivered in Sydney. 

The NSW government is currently 
delivering the North West Rail Link, 
the South West Rail Link, the CBD 
and South East Light Rail, and the 
Inner West Light Rail extension 
which is already operational. 
The St Peters area is also serviced 
by two heavy rail lines – the 
Bankstown and Airport lines.

We are committed to working 
with the local community 
to minimise impact during 
construction and operation and 
I encourage interested residents 
and business operators to 
register for project updates at  
www.westconnex.com.au. S

 
Dennis Cliche is CE of the 

WestConnex Delivery Authority.

Ben Aveling

We conTacTeD Ben 
aveling, author of December’s 
article, “Making the right 
connections”, for his reaction 
to Dennis cliche’s response.

I’m disappointed. This so-called 
right of reply doesn’t reply to any 
of the issues I raised. It doesn’t 
explain how WestConnex is going 
to be paid for. It doesn’t explain 
how local roads will accommodate 
all those extra cars – or if it is 
possible at all. Instead, Mr Cliche 
has confirmed that “detailed 
traffic modelling” is not yet 
complete. It begs the question of 
why this has not yet happened.

To claim that the “St Peters area 
is serviced by the Bankstown and 
Airport lines” is bizarre. Anyone 
with the slightest familiarity with 
the area will know that the Airport 
railway line doesn’t go anywhere 
near St Peters. The Inner West & 
South Line and the Eastern Suburbs 
& Illawarra Line go past St Peters, 
but have not had scheduled stops 
there since the early 1990s. 

It’s all well and good to say 
that the WDA thinks Sydney Park 
is important or that they will at some 
point talk to local councils, but that 
commitment hasn’t been translated 
into actions. Is Mr Cliche hinting 
that the WDA might not carve into 
Sydney Park, or that they might 
use leftover land from the St Peters 

Tip to extend Sydney Park, or that 
there is a secret plan to build not 
just a tollway, but a cycleway as 
well? If so, let’s see the details.

 What do we gain and what 
do we lose? What is the real impact 
on our park, our streets, our air 
and our children’s health? What 
are the forecast traffic volumes? 
Will clearways be required? What 
is the forecast profit or loss? Are 
there better things we could 
do with 15 billion dollars?

 Sydney has a poor track record 
when it comes to tunnels. So far, this 
debate has produced more questions 
than answers. If WestConnex is 
such a good thing, the WDA should 
release the business case and all the 
modelling now. S

faITh
Ben gilmour

“…For those who’ve come across the 
seas/ We’ve boundless plains to share/ 
With courage let us all combine/ 
To Advance Australia Fair…”

as I focus on what it means to be 
australian, I wondered how many 
people have given thought to the 
words of our national anthem, 
particularly the second verse, and 
its relevance to one of the most 
important issues we face today?

This past week I had the 
opportunity to speak with a 
woman whose parents were Jewish 
immigrants. While she was born here 
in Sydney, her parents were chosen 
by the Australian government to leave 
a refugee camp to come and start a 
new life in Australia. She recalled 
stories her father told her of the brutal 
and incriminate evils he encountered 
at the hands of the Nazis. Her father 
was a farmer, and was good with 
his hands, so this meant that his 
work was that of hard labour once 
Nazi power took control. He saw 
many of his family members killed 
at the hands of the Nazi oppressors. 
He was forced at gunpoint to burn 
down the houses and fuel supplies of 
many farms in the middle of winter. 
This was a cruel form of murder 
as many country people could not 
survive the cold winter without 
fuel and housing. At one point a 
raid took place on a property, and 
the soldiers went to rape an elderly 
woman. He recalls that her father, 
risking his own life, said, “Stop!”

 They left the woman alone and 
he only just survived the outburst. 

Years later when she asked her father 
why he said something, knowing 
that he could be killed for it, he said: 
“When your life is no longer your 
own, you become defined by your 
actions – whether you become an 
instrument of oppression, or whether 
you remain the kind of person who 
still upholds what is good and right.”

This lady I was speaking to was 
very proud to be living in Australia – 
in her words, a land of opportunity; 
a land safe from the kind of war and 
terror her parents once knew. Her 
family have done well for themselves 
in this land, as have many refugee 
families. I noticed a great generosity 
of spirit that wants to give back 
in gratitude and thankfulness.

One of the founding narratives of 
this land we call home is echoed in 
the Australian anthem I quoted above 
(which many of us don’t really know, 
and some don’t like). While it is true 
that the story of welcoming refugees 
has been politically challenging for 
some (I wish it were not the case), 
welcoming refugees is something 
that we as a nation should be proud 
of; something we should celebrate as 
being a defining attitude of modern 
Australia. The above story could be 
that of a Vietnamese family, Northern 
Ireland Catholic or Protestant family, 
a Lebanese family, an Iraqi family 
who now call Australia home.

In my faith tradition, hospitality 
and care for the alien, the refugee, 
as our own family members, is 
strongly communicated by the 
biblical writers (Leviticus19:34, 
Deuteronomy 10:28-29, Romans 
12:13, Hebrews 12:2 and 1 Peter 4:9). 
This inspires me not to be afraid of, 
but to love those who seek asylum 
(all seeking a new life away from 
war, oppression and terror). I pray 

advance australia fair

C O M M E N T  &  O P I N I O N

Supporting Westconnex

Westconnex raises more questions than answers

for a more compassionate Australia 
– one that, as this lady spoke of, 
embraces this new land for the 
good it has to offer with gratitude.

While on the one hand there is a 
reluctance to offer refuge to those 
who need it; on the other a reluctance 
to acknowledge the constitutional 
rights of our traditional inhabitants.

I feel compelled to acknowledge 
the injustice reflected in the non-

constitutional recognition of our 
Aboriginal peoples; the great damage 
of Governor Phillip’s proclamation 
of Terra Nullius (land belongs to no 
one) – despite the presence of around 
one million Aboriginal people at that 
time; and the oppression of such 
peoples since 1788 at the hands of 
many newcomers. This is one of the 
dark sides of the story of this land 
and its peoples. This land in which 

we live is ancient Aboriginal land.
There is much I am thankful for 

living in this land down under, and 
there is much more that needs to 
happen to live truthfully. I hope you 
have the opportunity to reflect on 
what it means to live in this great 
south land. S

Rev. Ben Gilmour is the Minister of 

the Paddington Uniting Church.
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Jennifer Killen

DO YOu remember your first 
day at school? Your satchel felt 
as big as you were as you left the 
security of home to walk into 
an unfamiliar schoolyard and 
classrooms full of strangers. 

In Palestine, just like here in 
Australia, the first day of school 
separates a child from the care and 
protection of parents, but the road to 
school isn’t as safe and simple as it is 
here. Children have not only to pass 
through Israel’s military checkpoints 
and deal with soldiers but also fear 
attack from residents of Israel’s illegal 
settlements. However, a high value 
is placed on education and parents 
are keen for children to have the 
best possible start in life, whether 
they live in modern Palestinian 
cities or remote, rural villages.

Leichhardt Friends of Hebron 
is dedicated to making those 
first steps to a new school easier 
for Palestinian students.

Who are leichhardt friends of Hebron?
Despite the name, only a few of us 

live in Leichhardt. When Marrickville 
formalised its sister city relationship 
with Bethlehem, some Leichhardt 
residents were inspired to follow. 
However, we have taken a different 
path, concentrating on community-
to-community links rather than a 
formal sister-city arrangement.

We chose Hebron, one of the oldest 
cities in the world, as our partner. 
Its importance to Jews, Christians, 
and Muslims is connected to the 
patriarch Abraham who is believed 
to be buried there, along with his 
wife Sarah and other family members 
(Genesis 23). Today, it is a city under 
siege, with Israeli occupation forces 
severely restricting the movement 

of more than 120,000 Palestinian 
residents, while the few hundred 
residents of the illegal Israeli 
settlement are given army protection 
and allowed to move about freely. 

Since our beginnings in 
Leichhardt in 2008 we have grown 
and attracted supporters from all 
over Sydney and even as far as 
Darwin! We focus our energy on 
supporting education initiatives in 
Palestine. Fundraising activities help 
Australians better understand the 
situation in Hebron and also support 
much-needed educational projects 
for some of the most disadvantaged 
students in occupied Palestine.

our dkaika education access project
Our current project assists 

children, especially girls, living 
in an isolated and vulnerable 
community in the far south of 
Palestine, to attend high school. 
Residents of Dkaika village, 
population 320, live in Palestine but 
their lives are completely under the 
control of the Israeli government. 
Sadly, the community faces a 
targeted campaign of isolation and 
destruction from the Israeli army.

 “One way of helping it survive,” 
says Hamed Qawasmeh, a Human 
Rights Officer at UN Office of the 
High Comissioner for Human 
Rights, “is the provision of basic 
services, including education. 
Students must be allowed to 
continue their education to assure 
the survival of the community.”

Dkaika has a growing number 
of school-age children, many of 
whom saw their homes demolished 
in 2011. The Israeli occupation 
forces even demolished a classroom 
in their small primary school. 
Nevertheless, school brings some 
stability and hope to these children.

This year, Friends of Hebron are 

focusing their fundraising efforts 
on providing transport for students 
who might otherwise be unable to 
continue their education. As in rural 
Australia, the village school goes only 
to Year 6 and students have to travel 
further afield for high school. Until 
now, they have had to walk up to 9km 
to reach high school with donkeys the 
only alternative transport. University 
was an impossible 26km away.

Friends of Hebron provides wages 
for a driver and fuel for a vehicle 
so long distances are no longer a 

barrier to high school attendance. 
Our transport scheme has also 
allowed three young women to take 
up their university places in the 
nearby town of Yatta, with another 
to join them in the new semester. 

The transport scheme has won 
the approval of the children. “My 
sisters envy me because I go to 
school in the van. I told them to 
wait till next year. Then we will 
go together,” says 12-year-old Laila 
Musa Suleiman Smmeira Al Najada. 
“The girls feel safer now as the 
transport brings protection from 
the settlers,” says driver Khalil 
Suleiman Smeira Al Najada.

the kindergarten projects
“Thanks to the generosity of 

supporters across Sydney, but 
especially the people of the Inner 

West, we have been able to help 
establish three bright and cheerful 
kindergartens and keep a school bus 
on the road,” says Miriam Pellicano, 
secretary of Friends of Hebron.

“Our first project was the 
kindergarten for Umm Al Khair 
village, which is located in an area 
where any permanent dwellings are 
demolished by the Israeli Occupation 
Forces,” said Sonia von Bornemann, 
the convenor of Friends of Hebron. 
“This community is considered by 
international organisations to be 

one of the most vulnerable in the 
southern West Bank. Israel does 
not permit the villagers to build 
permanent homes nor are they 
allowed access to the electricity 
and piped water provided for 
residents of Israel’s illegal Karmel 
settlement adjacent to the village.”

Twenty-five children were 
attending the kindergarten but, 
due to harassment from settlers, 
the numbers dropped in 2014. 
However, the children will return 
to kindy in 2015 as we will extend 
the transport scheme to help them. 
After dropping off the Dkaika 
students at high school, the driver 
will collect the littlies and deliver 
them safely to their kindergarten.

 The last word on the school 
transport project goes to Omar 
Mahmoud Suleiman Smeira Al 

Najada, a typical 13-year-old from 
Dkaika, who says: “Now I don't have 
to wake up so early to walk to school. 
That is much better than last year.”

our partner organisations
In Australia, Friends of Hebron 

works in partnership with the 
charity, Union Aid Abroad-APHEDA, 
an agency fully accredited with the 
Australian government’s overseas 
aid sector, AusAID. Tax deductible 
donations for our projects can be 
made via this charity. Our overseas 
partners include Hebron International 
Resource Network (HIRN), the UK 
Shalom-Salaam Trust, the Hebron-
Exeter Twinning Association (UK), 
and UNRWA (the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees). S 

Israel does not permit the villagers to build permanent 

homes nor are they allowed access to the electricity 

and piped water provided for residents of Israel’s illegal 

Karmel settlement adjacent to the village.

Inner West Bank support helps palestinian kids at school
It’s a new year and Leichhardt Friends of Hebron are very excited about their latest project – supporting a school 
transport scheme in the isolated Palestinian community of Dkaika, a village so small it is not named on Google maps.

2015 Dkaika Education 
Access Project

 Six new students will 
progress to Year 6.

 Fifteen high school 
students and three 
young women will 
attend secondary 
school and university.

 Fifteen preschoolers 
from nearby Um Al Khair 
will have safe travel to 
the kindergarten (needed 
because of increased 
settler presence).

 The transport scheme 
empowers the children 
by offering them safe 
access to education. 

Leichhardt friends of hebron   Photo: Supplied
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Andrew Collis

Tell us about the history of the Door in 

the Wall choir. 

“Door in the Wall” was founded 
11 years ago with a group of singers 
who met through the Sydney Gay 
& Lesbian Choir. It started off as a 
small group singing for a wedding. 
Everyone enjoyed singing together 
within a small group and the idea 
of an ongoing choir was born. 
Over the 11 years, the group has 
expanded beyond that original core, 
with new singers joining us for 
the adrenaline rush you get from 
singing and performing together. 
Numerous singers have sung with 
the group, some for a concert or 
two and others for the long haul. 

Originally, the group regularly met 

in a house on Bourke St Surry Hills, 
the entrance to which was a door 
in the street wall. Thus our name! 

You now rehearse at St Luke’s in 

Enmore. Is that a long-standing 

arrangement? What involvements do 

you have with the parish?

We have been rehearsing and 
performing at St Luke’s Enmore 
for two years. The church is very 
supportive of a number of groups, 
and there are regular concerts, jazz 
ensembles and plays in its hall. 
We’re very lucky to be sharing the 
hall with a group called Kinetic 
Energy Theatre Company which 
generously lets us use some of its 
materials for our performances. 
We have sung at parish events and 
were very pleased to be part of the 

parish Christmas pageant in 2013.

Could you share a little about your 

current choir director? He seems a 

very talented person!

We are thrilled to be working with 
Stuart Wright as our Artistic Director. 
A graduate of Australian Institute of 
Music, he studied conducting at the 
University of Music and Performing 
Arts Vienna. He worked with the 
Sydney University Musical Society 
and Intervarsity Choral Festivals as 
Assistant Chorus Master, and was 
repetiteur for members of Vienna 
Volksoper, Pacific Opera and others. 
He toured Europe as cabaret and 
“Kleinkunst” performer, and was 
Musical Director of world premiere 
productions at Freies Theater Festival, 
Innsbruck. Stuart has conducted 

Spirit of Europe Orchestra, Pro 
Arte Orchestra (Vienna), NSW 
University Orchestra, several youth 
orchestras throughout Germany and 
Austria, and is also a music teacher. 

Stuart brings his experience 
with concert repertoire, musical 
theatre, drag, performance art and 
cabaret to help shape and direct 
our shows which, at times, can 
incorporate all of these elements!

What kind of material have you covered 

in recent times? What might you like 

to include in your repertoire?

Our shows include a wide range 
of musical styles. Many in the group 
have a great passion for classical 
choral music, with others sharing 
their love of everything from 
arrangements of jazz standards, 

Door in the Wall choir   Photo: Supplied 

Desert to the Sea 
Sydney Exhibition

Photos, films and art 
generated by the Freedom 
Flotilla to West Papua 

Launch: January 22

Tortuga Studios, St Peter’s. 

Photos by Jeevi Ka, Kim 

Westmorland, Tully Starr, Margret 

Freeradical Gilchrist, Izzy Brown, 

Ðavid Wainggai & Jessie Boylan. 

Traditional art by Lober Eto L 

Wainggai. Films by Izzy Brown 

and Jeevi Ka.   

Photo: Claire Mahjoub 

Not just another Door in the Wall 
An interview with Andrew Davies

pop songs, and folk music to new 
compositions. We are extremely 
fortunate to have arrangements of 
these wide ranges of musical styles 
by friends and members of the 
group. We love the works by Mike 
Dunn, Sally Whitwell, Gareth 
Chan and Tim Graham, just to 
name a few of our arrangers.

We typically build a program 
around a theme and tie together a 
very mixed program of songs into an 
entertaining show for our audiences.

Does the choir have 
particular needs at present 
– new members? equipment? 
opportunities to perform?

Door in the Wall is in recruitment 
mode! We are looking for experienced 
singers across all vocal parts, but 
especially we now need some more 
men to join us. A small vocal group 
is all about musical blend, so while 
we are a queer ensemble we’re 
happy with a diverse membership of 
singers who love performing, share 
our joy in singing and who have 
great ears to listen while they sing. 
Please get in touch via our website 
[see below] or our Facebook page 
if you are interested in singing. We 
are planning some open rehearsals 
in the coming month - a great 
chance to meet us and sing with us.

What does your schedule look like for 

the first part of 2015?

Our focus right now is to recruit 
some more members, which we will 
be doing with some vocal workshops 
as a way of auditioning in a group 
context. We will then be getting on 
with our main program for 2015, 
including planning for a mid year 
Christmas in Winter program.

What’s the best thing about belonging 

to Door in the Wall?

The fun of singing together, and, 
of course, our red-and-black look.

www.doorinthewall.com
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The Reviews
Film Reviews 
by Charlotte Tai

 

Into The Woods
Director: Rob Marshall
Adapted from Stephen 
Sondheim’s musical
Starring: Emily Blunt, Meryl Streep, 
James Corden, Anna Kendrick, 
Chris Pine, Johnny Depp

It’s no wonder Into The Woods 
managed to earn three Golden Globes 
nominations this year. The Disney 
fantasy film’s nominations included 
Best Comedy or Musical, Best Actress 
(for Emily Blunt’s role as the Baker’s 
Wife), and Best Supporting Actress 
for Meryl Streep (the Witch). Though 
Into The Woods didn’t win any of these 
categories, being nominated is a good 
recognition in itself. There’s still a 
chance for the film to succeed in the 
upcoming BAFTAs and Oscars. 

It was a packed cinema as I viewed 
the movie on the day of release. 
The charming sense of wit, memorable 
musical numbers and whimsical nature 
enwrapped the whole audience in the 
story. I couldn’t help joining in the 
fun myself. 

The great thing about Into The Woods 
is that it combines the well-known 
fairytales Cinderella, Rapunzel, Little 
Red Riding Hood and Jack and the 
Beanstalk in a way that turns tradition 
on its head, with the idea of a “happy 
ending” being quite elusive. At the 
heart of the story is the quest that a 
baker ( James Corden) and his beautiful 
wife have to undergo by the decree of 
a witch, in order to lift the curse that 
renders them childless. 

Into The Woods captures a dark 
and dreamy aesthetic, reminiscent 
of the Disney Dream Portraits by 
Annie Leibovitz, that matches the 
film’s mystical narrative with morbid 
undertones. Darryn King from The 
Guardian recognised this visual 
sensibility but dismissed the richness 
of the movie version, preferring a recent 
production by Fiasco Theater showing 
in New York. 

No two media are the same, and 
while film and theatre are different 
modes of storytelling, I beg to differ 
with King’s opinion that the screen 
version isn’t subversive. It is highly 
subversive because Cinderella (Anna 
Kendrick) realises her prince (Chris 
Pine) isn’t genuine, the Witch isn’t 
plain evil, and the Baker gets what he 
wishes for but it results in something 
unexpected. 

D e s p i t e  D i o n  B e e b e ’s 
cinematographic magic, Sondheim’s 
rich musical repertoire, a brilliant 
screenplay by James Lapine (who 
collaborated with Sondheim on the 
original musical) and Colleen Atwood’s 
breathtaking costumes and the other 
strengths I’ve already mentioned, Into 
The Woods just falls flat in the end. I 
was so excited, anticipating the ending 
all the way through. Without spoiling 
it, all I can say is that it should have 
finished with a bigger impact and fully 
resolved the plot. 

As Simon Weaving wrote in his 
review for the Sydney Morning Herald, 
the Wolf (played by Johnny Depp) 
should have had a stronger presence. 
The Wolf is very offbeat and sly, 
and Depp portrays him in such a 
charismatic manner. Meanwhile, Streep 
really has a remarkable presence and 
graces the screen in her role as the 
Witch. I just can’t help wondering 
how fun and witty it would have been 
if these two villainous characters had 
interacted and even shared a musical 
number while being at loggerheads. It’s 
a shame this doesn’t happen. 

But for all it’s worth, moviegoers 
are indeed going to fall in love with 
all the characters who journey into the 
woods, undergoing transformation even 
though there’s a lack of serendipity. 
Into The Woods is no ordinary fairytale, 
and as far as fairytales go, what more 
could you want than that? 

 

Big Hero 6
Directors: Don Hall & Chris Williams
Starring: Ryan Potter, Scott Adsit, 
TJ Miller, Jamie Chung, Damon 
Wayans, Génesis Rodriguez
Genre: Animation

Big Hero 6 is a relief to watch, 
knowing that Disney is heading 
in a good direction. Filled with an 
emotional core that is beautiful in 
the film’s exploration of friendship 
and family. Big Hero 6 isn’t just about 
powerful superhero blasts and defeating 
the villain. It’s a recommended viewing 
experience that will be enjoyed by all 
ages. 

I have to admit that, before I entered 
the cinema filled with enthusiastic 
moviegoers, I didn’t expect to walk 
away feeling that Big Hero 6 was a great 
film. But it was fresh, grounded in real 
science as part of Hall and Williams’ 
combined vision, and had a unique 
visual feel that makes it stand out in 
comparison to previous Disney films. 

Being inspired by the Marvel 
comics of the same name, Big Hero 
6 really takes on a superhero theme. 
With Disney’s recent acquisition of 
Marvel, I wholeheartedly feel that 
more adaptations of their comics would 
put their animated films in the right 
direction – especially since the Disney 
princess motif has been overdone. 

The story follows our leading 
protagonist Hiro Hamada (voiced 
by Ryan Potter), a boy genius who 
gets into trouble partaking in a life of 
illegal “bot” fighting. His older brother 
Tadashi wants to bring out the best 
in him and encourages him to enter 
a showcase to apply for entry to the 
San Fransokyo Institute of Technology. 

With a Kabuki-masked villain 
on the loose who’s exploiting Hiro’s 
invented microbots for his own means, 
a superhero team is formed including 
Hiro himself, Tadashi’s friends GoGo, 
Wasabi, Fred, Honey and our beloved 
inflatable robot Baymax. 

The strengths of Big Hero 6 include 
a heart-warming story, a great sense 
of humour that’s guaranteed to have 

you laughing, detailed animation that 
blends the aesthetics of East and West, 
a racially diverse world and cast, and a 
bunch of memorable characters with 
their own unique motives, designs and 
personalities. 

The main weakness is that a lot of 
the emotional themes of Big Hero 6 
could have been explored with a more 
mature and perhaps darker expression. 
The problem with Disney’s animated 
films, and the majority of Western 
animation by and large, is that the 
genre is assumed to be just children’s 
entertainment. Anime, which is the 
dominant force of pop culture in Japan, 
acknowledges the potential and success 
of the genre for older audiences.

Overall, Big Hero 6 is a fun-filled 
movie that will make you want to watch 
it more than once. It’s such a joy to 
watch a film that holds your attention 
the whole time!

 » film@ssh.com.au

Film Review 
by Lindsay Cohen

 

Birdman
Director: Alejandro González Iñárritu
Starring: Michael Keaton, 
Zach Galifianakis, 
Edward Norton, Naomi Watts
Genre: Macbeth rip-off (supposedly)

I tried to keep my expectations low 
with Birdman, I really did. But it’s hard 
when everyone, including Margaret and 
David as their last hurrah, gives the 
film full marks. I’ve been burnt before, 
caught up in the hype and the promise 
of great insight and mind-blowing 
movie-making.

I was particularly concerned as 
Birdman seemed to set out to be a 
self-mocking pompous wank of a film 
about actors who think they’re just so 
bloody clever.  

But then a funny thing happened, 
and I’m not just talking about the film 
itself which actually is very funny in 
a self-deprecating subtle sort of way. 
It got me. Sucked me right in. Sure, 
Birdman is a self-mocking pompous 
wank of a film, but it goes way deeper 
than that. 

There’s a great blurring of acting 
and real life that goes way beyond 
the fact that Michael Keaton played 
Batman (here he was once Birdman) 
and he hasn’t had a leading role for 
six years. Every actor in the film is 
amazingly good, playing actors not only 
performing in a play but performing 
in a different way in the “real” film 
world too. When the worlds collide 
the consequences are, ironically enough, 
dramatic. 

Meanwhile, Michael Keaton’s 
Riggan Thomas is tormented by his 
Birdman alter ego and his desperate 
attempts to be relevant to himself and 
his family.

Birdman is a film that works on so 
many levels. It is a genuinely adult film 
(not in a porn way though even that is 
touched upon so to speak). Even the 
film making, edited to resemble a single 
take from a single hand-held camera 
for the entire film, draws you in and 
emphasises that something special and 

different is happening here that you 
need to experience. 

Rating: Five everythings.

Theatre Review 
by Catherine Skipper

 

Wot? No Fish!
Writer and performer: 
Danny Braverman
Director: Nick Phillippou
Visual effects: Wallace McDougal
Reginald Theatre, Seymour Centre
January 13-18, 2015

Collaboration between Braverman 
and Phillippou has created a unique, 
often amusing but above all deeply 
moving piece of theatre. “Wot? No 
Fish!” is a solo performance based on 
real people and events with no aids 
other than an initial introduction to 
the taste of gefilte fish dipped into 
beetroot and horseradish sauce, a 
shoebox and an overhead projector. 
Braverman delighted his audience 
with his presentation of the family 
life of a Jewish couple in a twentieth 
century London’s East End through the 
artwork of the husband, Ab Solomons.

Every payday from 1926, the year Ab 
and Celie married, Ab, a shoemaker, 
gave his wife his brown wage envelope 
containing, in all probability, the 
housekeeping money. On each he drew 
a picture chronicling his love for Celie, 
the highs and lows of their married life, 
and the pressures on that relationship 
from relatives, from the challenge of 
parenthood, cultural demands and 
aspirations and from external and 
international events. In total, the 
number of drawings amounted to 
3,000, stored in battered boxes, and 
passed on to Braverman, Ab’s great-

nephew, by his mother.
While the audience are able to view 

these treasured drawings, displayed in 
glass cases on the Seymour’s Centre’s 
top floor, Braverman’s show is structured 
around the dissection of selected 
images and a story, possibly conjecture, 
arising from or connected with them. 
For instance, a sad picture of Ab and 
Celie slumped in arm-chairs, facing in 
different directions, and divided by a 
brick wall, records their despair. While 
they could manage their autistic son as 
a child, the Solomons were forced to 
take the unpalatable solution of placing 
an adult Harry in an institution. On 
their return home after a weekly visit, 
the distance between husband and wife 
evidences the emotional exhaustion of 
such heart-breaking circumstances.

However, typical of Abe, the 
presentation’s title “Wot? No Fish!” is 
taken from an illustration showing that 
he can leaven even this sorrow with wit. 
It is perhaps a particularly Jewish joke 
as Harry, looking at the meal brought 
for him by his visiting parents, appears 
deeply surprised at the lack of the de 
rigeur gefilte fish. Bravener’s apparently 
casual ice-breaking discussion of the 
taste of the fish-balls references Ab’s 
work as a whole: he can be bitterly 
honest, critical of Celie and of himself, 
of Celie’s interfering sister Lily, of 
competitive Jewish grandparents when 
at last the couple move to the socially 
upmarket Golders Green, yet there is 
always a sweetener.

Another attribute of the famed 
fish sauce, we are told through the 
homely anecdote of irremovable stains 
on tablecloths, is its indelibility. Having 
seen Ab Solomon’s weekly chronicle, 
which ceased with Celie’s death in 
1982, its increasing skill, its telling and 
charming details, its charting of Ab 
Solomon’s love for his cherry-nosed 
wife, it is doubtful that it can ever be 
forgotten. Nor can the generosity of 
Danny Bravener in bringing his great-
uncle’s incredibly moving anthology 
to the world.

 » theatre@ssh.com.au 

Infectious Desires
An exhibition of soft sculpture by Margarita Sampson 
February 25 – March 14, 2015

Infectious Desires marks Margarita Sampson’s first solo show in 
Sydney in over 10 years, and brings together a significant body 
of work which has been created over three years. The works 
are based on the idea of a mythical Salon – a domestic interior 
where the very fabrics of objects have become animated, 
infectious with ideas, the desire for growth and expansion.

www.stanleystreetgallery.com.au 
Stanley Street Gallery, 1/52-54 Stanley St, Darlinghurst 
Hours Wed-Sat 11am-6pm

Image: “Zsa Zsa” (detail), 2013.
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CAtherine skipper

WATERLOO: On Thursday november 
6, from 4 to 5.30pm, The Factory 
Community Centre hosted a 
fantastic workshop on making a 
zine, a self-published booklet, led 
by prolific zine creator, nicholas 
Beckett. 

Nicholas, whose day job is in 
Collection Care at the NSW State 
Library, is an enthusiastic promoter of 
the zine which can be constructed from 
as little as an A4 sheet of paper and a 
biro. The zine, he says, is “a cheap way 
of getting your thoughts out there” and 
“connecting with people”. Nicholas’s 
own work, for instance, Vampire Robot-
Monsters and Fairy Princess Dinosaurs, 
while delicious fun, also offer an astute 
cultural observation.

Self-publishing has a long history. 

The contemporary zine originates in the 
1920s “fanzine”, publications for sci-fi 
fans, and small-publication promotion 
of punk rock in the 1970s. This DIY 
approach was given a tremendous boost 
by the advent of the photocopier and 
has not been outmoded by Internet 
opportunities as yet. In practice, zinsters 
may avoid IT, sticking to glue, scissors 
and typewriters.

Under Nicholas’s expert tuition, the 
participants learned to measure out and 
then fold their A4 sheet of paper in the 
correct order. Almost miraculously a 
neat booklet with lovely little blank 
pages appeared in their hands, and 
they could begin on their own creative 
journey. Additionally, Nicholas showed 
the participants how to make a simple 
book from A4 pages folded in half and 
sewn down the centre with a needle and 
strong cotton. Both ideas could form 
the basis for charming gifts.

Participants had the chance to test 
their zine appeal at the Waterloo Zine 
Fair on Sunday November 23, from 
11am to 12pm at Waterloo Library, 
770 Elizabeth Street. Such events give 
the zinsters opportunity to trade or 
sell (usually between $1 to $3) their 
creations, and display their work to 
the public.

Jovana Terzic, who had a stall at 
the Zine Fair, publishes a popular 
series called Psycho Cat, and her etsy 
site is well worth a visit (www.etsy.
com/au/shop/AnimalBro). Jovana 
is concentrating on increasing the 
sophistication of her productions. 
She plans to introduce techniques to 
participants of the local Saturday Art 
Class at South Sydney Uniting Church 
(56a Raglan Street, Waterloo). 

You can contact Jovana by 

emailing yoka.terzic@gmail.com.

BruCe wArdley

“We relied so much on the 
volunteers and carers,” writes 
infectious diseases physician Jennifer 
Hoy as she describes the many local 
people who stepped up to care for 
Sydney’s early AidS patients.

Jennifer’s story and the personal 
recollections of 60 others are told in 
Through Our Eyes, a history of HIV/
AIDS in Australia from the National 
Association of People with HIV 
Australia (NAPWHA). 

Through Our Eyes was edited by local 
researcher Dr John Rule, and provides an 
insight into the outbreak of HIV/AIDS 
in Sydney and the community responses 
that followed. Editorial assistance was 
provided by Sydney historian, Garry 
Wotherspoon.

John skilfully weaves together the 
personal recollections of people as diverse 
as former High Court Justice Michael 
Kirby, writer Denis Altman, journalist 
Paul Kidd, HIV activist David Menadue 
and Yorta Yorta woman Michelle Tobin. 

Rule recalls the fear at the time was 
very real. “It was a crisis, no treatments 
were available and lots of people were 
dying.” 

“Community carers who went into 
people’s homes and the nurses and 
doctors at St Vincent’s Hospital were 
fearless people and ahead of their time,” 
says John. “Other local services such 
as the food distribution network and 
community transport also helped out.”

Michelle Tobin writes that in 1992 
she lost her husband to the AIDS virus. 
She is now committed to working with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities across Australia and as a 
speaker with Positive Life, NSW.

Former Chief Executive of the NSW 
AIDS Council, Bill Whittaker, reveals 
that NSW is still the state most affected 
by AIDS in Australia and praises the 
current NSW HIV strategy which sets 
a timeline for the elimination of HIV 
transmission by 2020.

Michael Kirby pulls no punches in 
his chapter as he attacks “the haters in 
our sunny land”. 

“Only the ignorant and wicked minds 
of the stigmatisers remain, languishing 
with their medieval demons,” writes 
Kirby. 

At a recent candlelight gathering, 
John Rule and other contributors to 
the book shared their feelings of anger, 
bewilderment and loss at the time.

“I have been amongst the candles that 
moved from Kings Cross to Green Park 
where vigils were set up at the hospice 
near where people were dying,” recalls 
Rule. “I have been part of the gatherings 
in Hyde Park where names were read 
and tributes paid to those who had died.”

Through Our Eyes can be ordered 

from the National Association of 

People with HIV Australia (NAPWHA) 

by emailing admin@napwha.org.au. 

The e-book is available at 

www.issuu.com/napwa/docs/

through_our_eyes__flipbook_.

Making the zine scene

John Rule   Image: Bruce Wardley

Through their eyes

Brothers Cian and Ronan of Alexandria Park High School with Nicholas Beckett   Photo: Catherine Skipper

Don’t miss Blakattak
Sydney College of the Arts until February 21

The free exhibition features new work by Blak Douglas who has 
collaborated with Adam Geczy to confront Australia’s ignorance of 
Aboriginal history and culture. The artists use humour to draw attention 
to racist jibes which they turn around to challenge us. They use a number 
of media – sculpture, wall paintings and installations. Please also see 
two other artists exhibiting with them, John Di Stefano in his exhibition 
Bandiera Nera which draws from his Italian heritage, and Yvonne Boag 
who draws from her visits to South Korea, Strange Associations.

SCA Galleries Director and lecturer in visual arts practice, Nicholas 
Tsoutas, says “These diverse yet intersecting exhibitions highlight SCA’s 
commitment to the value of our Indigenous communities and their 
extraordinary contribution to Australian culture, as well as listening to 
the voices of artists from different cultures as they explore notions of 
displacement, difference and sexuality.”

SCA Galleries, Sydney College of the Arts  
Callan Park, Lilyfield. 11am-5pm (Mon-Fri), 11am-4pm (Sat).
  

Image: Blak Douglas, “AUSFAILURE” (painted wall mural), 2015. 
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WATERLOO: SAturdAy december 6 saw the 
South Sydney Herald end-of-year party at the 
Weave youth & Community Services building 
in elizabeth Street. The week leading up to the 
event had been extremely wet and windy, and 
the night proved no exception. despite the 
inclement weather, even relishing the drama of 
lightning and rain, partygoers huddled in happy 
conversation, partook of a bounteous vegetarian 
buffet, and enjoyed musical performances 
(by local songwriters and musicians) and a 
visual arts workshop (led by South Sydney 
uniting Church’s newly commissioned artist 
in residence Alex Grilanc).

“The party is all about thanking our volunteers,” 
said editor and organiser Louisa Dyce. “The paper 
holds other events during the year – fundraising 
dinners and harbour cruises – but this one is to say 
thanks, to give something back to our volunteer 
contributors and distributors who give so much.”

The party, made possible by an Innovative 
Community Grant from UnitingCare NSW.
ACT, commenced on the roof of the youth and 
community centre. The rooftop is an ideal setting 
for such an event, with gardens and ample space 
for social activities. Talented school-aged rockers 
LOL, unfazed by dark clouds approaching from 
the west, launched into a short but dynamic set 
which included covers of Nirvana’s “Smells Like 
Teen Spirit” and George Harrison’s optimistic 
“Here Comes the Sun”.

When the first drops of rain spattered drums 
and guitars it was clearly time to unplug the PA 
system and retreat indoors.

Safely downstairs, a buffet table was again 
laid out with delectables from local caterers One 
Pot (based in Botany). Our waiter Alex was 

the consummate helper and guide. “The food 
is so good!” one volunteer exclaimed. “Often at 
a party there’s just a single veggie dish or salad 
[for vegetarians], but this is awesome.” Dishes 
included Marrakesh eggplants and tomatoes, 
seared wild mushrooms with ranch dressing, and 
Cannelloni of ricotta and basil, baby peas, broad 
beans and asparagus.

Plates piled high, we pulled up chairs in 
anticipation of the mighty Darling Tones. The 
choir was initiated and is managed by Colin Sharp 
and Mary Ellen McCue “so that the community 
of Darlington and surrounds has a place to meet 
and sing”. The choir’s musical director is Dale 
Caldwell. Highlights on this occasion included 
a tribute to Nelson Mandela called “Birthright” 
(written by Colin Sharp) and a cover of “Irish 
Heartbeat” by Van Morrison.

Singer-songwriters Zana Rose and Jenna 
Murphy host an open-mic night each Wednesday 
at the Woolpack Hotel in Redfern. The Sunset 
Sessions feature diverse singer-songwriters in a 
supportive and often collaborative environment. 
Zana and Jenna curated a special Sunset Session 
for the end-of-year party. The impressive lineup 
comprised Zana and Jenna, Chris Neto, Mark 
Matic, Josh Overett and our beloved music 
reviewer Liz Hughes. Impressive? They were 
brilliant!

In a makeshift art space in a side meeting 
room Alex Grilanc invited participants to paint 
their names or “tags” on small canvas boards. The 
youngest partygoers showed keen enthusiasm 
and a real flair for the task. “We’ll do something 
with all these little artworks,” Alex said. “Perhaps 
make them into something larger – an installation 
of some kind.” Participants will be informed of 
developments.

Throughout the evening, performers read out 
quiz questions and awarded prizes donated by the 

LOL   Photo: Mary Ellen McCue

St Peters  
@cm_pics

Darlinghurst  
@cassiefrench777

Yabun Festival, Victoria Park 
@andrewhcollis

Newtown  
@vintonn

Redfern  
@vintonn

SSH Instagram Gallery Tag your Instagram pics #sshphotos and we will include 5 of 

the best photos, from all suburbs in South Sydney, here each 

month. See all photos online: southsydneyherald.com.au
Selected by claire Mahjoub

Rooftop party for 
high achievers

South Sydney Rabbitohs (premiership caps) and 
Pat Clarke (beloved writer of our Volunteers’ News 
column). The quiz, with topics drawn from various 
issues of the SSH in 2014, included memorial 
questions in honour of founding editor Trevor 
Davies and inaugural photo editor Ali Blogg.

Current editors Lyn Turnbull, Dorothy McRae-
McMahon, Cate Long and Andrew Collis thanked 
volunteers for their immense generosity and service 
to the community. “Thanks also to Shane [Brown] 
and Mardi [Diles] and all the good people at 

Weave. It’s a privilege to work alongside such 
skilled and caring partners,” Andrew said. “It’s just 
one of the things that makes all this so rewarding.”

As the rain continued, partygoers made their 
way outside and made their farewells. Ross Smith 
(our beloved distribution co-ordinator) collected 
contact details so that volunteers might be sent 
their limited-edition SSH tea towels (beautifully 
designed by Rob Young and printed by ProPrint 
in Marrickville).

Roll on, 2015!

SouTh 
SyDNey 
Puzzle
 by David Angell

The four coloured shapes are all identical, 
except that two of them have been 
“flipped”. Can you cut them out and 
reassemble them to make the same 
shape again, but twice the size?

FIrST CorrECT EnTrY WInS a prIzE.  
Send to South Sydney puzzle,  
po Box 3288, rEDFErn nSW 2016.



C O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C e s

Uniting Churches

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday

Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410

Welcoming people of all ages,

cultural backgrounds,  

sexual orientations and identities.  

Peace with justice, 

integrity of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns Rd  

& Colbourne Ave Glebe

Worship Sun 7pm

‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate  

candlelit concerts Thu 8pm

Allison Forrest 9518 9413

leichhardt University Church

3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt  

(near Norton St)

Worship 10am & 6.30pm Sunday

Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

www.leichhardtuniting.org.au

newtown mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday

Rev Graeme Tutt 

9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
Rev Ben Gilmour  

395 Oxford St Paddington

Church Open 10am-2pm

1st and 3rd Saturdays

Worship Sunday 7.30pm

Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
Rev Margaret Mayman  

264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10 am Sunday

(2nd and 4th Sundays)

Office 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am 

Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway  
NSW 2007

T: 02 9379 0700  
F: 02 9379 0701

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Ground Floor, 287-289 New South 
Head Rd, Edgecliff, NSW 2027

T: 02 9327 3988 
F: 02 9327 2533

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Jamie Parker MP 
State Member for Balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

Balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Ron Hoenig MP 
State Member for Heffron

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166 
F: 02 9699 8222

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Alex Greenwich 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington 
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053 
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Carmel Tebbutt MP 
State Member for Marrickville

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville  
NSW 2204

T: 02 9558 9000  
F: 02 9558 3653

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Waterloo  
Recycling  
Workshop
Workshop and market open 
fridays 9am-12pm.

Turungah flats, 1 Phillip St, 
Waterloo (lower car park).

Affordable furniture and 
household goods.

Donations gladly received  
(no white goods or 
electrical apps).

Volunteers welcome  
(phone Naomi on 0407 576 098).

REDWatch 
Meetings first Thursday  
of the month at The factory 
Community Centrte.  
Phone Geoffrey Turnbull  
(02) 8004 1490.  
email mail@redwatch.org.au

Volunteers’ news
Pat ClarKe

Welcome back for another year, and best wishes to 
volunteers and readers who have been away and are safely 
returned home, are starting a new job, having a sea-change 
or just starting school or moving up to a bigger one.

our end-of-year get together on December 6 at Weave was 
a great success, despite the threatening thunderstorm and 
lots of rain. Thanks so much to the wonderful caterers, the 
food was really great, and to our musicians and singers of 
the evening.

The original song by Colin Sharp of the Darling Tones 
brought tears to my eyes.

International Year of light (IYl) 2015 
The Un has declared this year the International Year 
of light and light-based Technologies. This is a global 
initiative to highlight the importance of light and optical 
technologies in our lives, futures and the development 
of society.

It is never Dark in the Burbs  
Till March 15 at Casula powerhouse arts Centre is a solo 
exhibition by western Sydney artist alexandra Byrne that 
looks at the phenomenon of light and energy consumption.

Chinese new Year – Thursday February 19 
This is Year of the Sheep/Goat, Spring festival or the lunar 
new Year. highlights include lanterns of the Terracotta 
Warriors from february 13-22 at Dawes point, culminating 
in the Twilight parade, Sunday february 22, 8pm-11.55pm 
Sydney Town hall to Darling harbour. Then the Dragon 
Boat races Saturday and Sunday february 28 and March 1, 
9am-4pm at Darling harbour.

Gay & lesbian Mardi Gras – February 20 to March 8 
There are more than 100 events in this year’s festival, 
ending with the Mardi Gras parade on Saturday March 7. 

Until next time. 

Pat Clarke & Ross Smith  

distro@ssh.com.au

BABANA 
ABorigiNAl  
MeN’s group 

Babana Shed  
open Mon-Fri

(72 Renwick St, Redfern)

Contact: Mark Spinks  
0411 282 917

Waterloo area
A chance to give back! Volunteers required to spend time 
engaging with clients in activities at a Day Centre – older people 
on a Monday and Wednesday. Please contact Kate Bannon at 
Catholic Community Services on 9855 2542.

Salsa and samba with 
your sweetheart
Learn to salsa and samba with your sweetheart for free at 
Rotary’s Green Square Markets on Valentines Day, February 14. 
Fabulous dancers in costume will teach you the samba, salsa, 
zouk, bachata…

We are making a South American day of it with delicious 
South American food, paellas, emponadas, churros… and 
grrreat Columbian coffee. Come and join in the festivities 
– a spectacular day of colour, dance, food and fun.

While you are there, stroll through the many interesting stalls 
and maybe even buy your Valentine some flowers or chocolate!

The Green Square Markets are held every Saturday from 9am 
to 2pm in beautiful Joynton Park on Gadigal Ave in Zetland 
(opposite Coles East Village). On the day there will be a gold coin 
donation for the children’s Cure Brain Cancer organisation.

Pat Clarke and Dorothy McRae-McMahon at Weave on Dec 6   Photo: John Lanzky
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S P O R T  &  F I T N E S S

Perry JoHnStone

w HiLE tHE sout h sydney 
supporters were still basking in 
premiership glory, a young redfern 
woman was striving to create her 
own premiership dream with the 
australian women’s rugby 7s 
team in the recently completed 
fiji international 7s Coral Cup 
tournament. 

When we think of Fiji, we 
immediately picture lovely white 
sandy beaches and beautiful blue 
ocean water, not the hustle and 
bustle of Women’s Rugby 7s.

I sat down with Taleena Simon 
and asked her a few questions about 
her sporting achievements thus far.

How long have you been 
playing rugby?

I played my first game of Rugby 
7s at the age of 17 with Redfern.

is it hard to remember the rules 
coming from a league background?

No, not really. I’m learning 
something new each day.

How many countries have you 
been to for sport in general? 

I’ve been to France, England, the 
Netherlands, Fiji, and New Zealand.

Who inspires you?
I’m inspired by many people. 

I learn something new every day 
from each and every person, but 

most of the time I’m inspired 
by myself – because of failure it 
teaches me how to get success 
in life. Everyone has challenges 
in life and those challenges 
make you more responsible 
and stronger in life. Don’t give 
up and learn not to quit.

What advice do you have for young 
girls about health and fitness?

Open yourself up and put yourself 
in situations where you have the 
chance to have a new experience, 
learn something new, or play with 
new people. It’s a really important 
part of development and achieving 
your goals and dreams, also it’s all 
about doing what you love and what 
makes you happy. Whatever it is, 
give it your all and never give up. 

It goes without saying that 
Taleena is a strong role model not 
only for her family and friends but 
for the wider inner-city community. 
Sport has taken her all over the 
world, but listening to her speak you 
soon realise she has a wise head 
on such a young pair of shoulders.

Being an elite athlete, Taleena 
has made many sacrifices to achieve 
her goals and if any local business 
would like to get behind her and 
offer any assistance through the 
form of sponsorship, I know it will 
be greatly appreciated. It would help 
Taleena moving forward to achieve 
even greater things, both on and off 
the sporting field. S

‘never give up’
  Athlete Profile: Taleena Simon

Taleena Simon    Photo: Australian Rugby Media Unit

RAVENS 
RUNNING 
GROUP
The Ravens meet each Sunday at 5pm at Redfern Oval 
(Cnr Phillip & Chalmers Sts in Redfern). New members 
(and beginners) welcome! Phone Adrian on 9690 1427. 
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