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Redfern remembers – scenes from Anzac Day ceremony in Redfern Park and march along Redfern Street to The Block Photos: Andrew Collis & Bob de Freitas
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Talking traffic and transport blues
Charles Turnbull

ALEXANDRIA: Public transport and
parking issues took the spotlight at
the Alexandria Traffic Forum this
month, as residents voiced their
concerns over the area’s transport
problems. The forum was attended by
members of the Council, Sydney Buses,
the NSW Department of Transport,
transport consultants, and the Sydney
Metropolitan Development Authority
(SMDA).
The influx of traffic into Alexandria,
and the limited parking availabilities
in the area were heated topics, but the
Council defended its stance towards
parking development and parking
permits. “Yes, we do restrict development
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on-site for parking and that is to really
prevent all those car trips. We restrict that
so it provides less incentive for people
to drive,” said the Council’s transport
planner, Melanie Fyfe.
The tenants of the Australian
Technology Park (ATP), including
Channel 7, were criticised at the forum
for not doing enough to encourage
their employees to use public transport.
However, the director of planning at the
SMDA, the branch of government that
deals with the ATP, said the authority
was focused on creating alternative
travel modes. “The ATP and the state
government and the city have desirable
objectives to change travel behaviour,
to move behaviour to other sustainable
forms of travel,” said Jason Perica.
But transport consultant, Chloe

Mason, said promoting public transport
and cycling should have been a focus
point from the beginning. “We need
to encourage and support the City of
Sydney to include travel plans, and to
enforce them on major developments,”
Ms Mason said.
The Lord Mayor acknowledged that the
rail and bus services in the area needed
to be improved to make this possible,
describing them as “patchy at best”.
Former principle train driver of
Railcorp, Wayne Rylance, also stressed
the importance of upgrading the railway
system and increasing the amount of
trains that stop at Erskineville station.
“What you simply need is another two
tracks; it’s been planned for years,”
he said.
Mr Rylance also called for more rail

stations in the inner-city area. “You’ve
got a railway line just across the street,
you could have a station there called
Alexandria. Just down the street you
potentially have another station,
Waterloo.”
While parking and public transport
were the prominent issues of the evening,
the forum also discussed the Department
of Transport’s “Long Term Transport
Master Plan” which will be released in
November this year.
Event organiser, and active member of
the Alexandria Residents Action Group,
Desley Hass, deemed the forum a success.
“Just having the different groups here
sitting at the table together and hearing
their replies. It’s really important they’re
all working together on these issues,”
S
she said.

Positive relations
between police
and community
Kate Williamson

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Kate Williamson
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R E D F E R N : This month marks a
special milestone for the life work of
community member, Lesley Townsend
– 15 years as the Aboriginal Community
Liaison Officer with Redfern Police.
On April 19, Lesley Townsend spoke
with the SSH and reflected on the
ground gained in developing a
stronger community in the Redfern/
Waterloo area.
“When I came to the role 15 years
ago the drug and alcohol incidences,
especially around The Block area, were
very significant. It was out of control,
really. But over the last five to six years
things have improved out of sight,” Ms
Townsend said.
“There was a history of mistrust
and hatred between the Aboriginal
community and the police that needed
to be reconciled. This stemmed from the
Aboriginal Protection Board era when
kids were taken from their families
and it was up to the local sergeant and
constable in the area to do that.
“Back in the mid ’80s the Aboriginal
community and the police decided they
wanted a better relationship so they
put together Aboriginal units within
the police service and from these units
employed Aboriginal Community Liaison
Officers.
“A key role of an ACLO is to intervene
when an Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander person is in custody. They make
sure that their legal rights are met, that
they are fine, and not at risk of harm or
hurt in any way. We also contact legal
services and family friends.
“When I started we really saw the
need to build on this liaison work and
work more closely with the community,
especially young people.
“In the late ’90s it seemed like we were
fighting a losing battle with the drug use
and associated crime in the area. It was
distressing for many of us who have
lived in the area for years to see our own
people selling drugs to kids.
“Then the police started programs
in partnerships with the community.
For example, about six years ago we
organised camps with the kids. This
proved to be very successful. I started to
hear of kids that would come to the police

station and ask for a certain constable or
sergeant who they had met on the camp.
If the kids saw an officer on the street
they would stop and talk to them. They
wouldn’t run away if they saw a police
vehicle on The Block. That’s one of the
things we don’t want anymore. We don’t
want the kids to be scared of police. We
want to build up a really good rapport.
“And about four years ago the current
Local Area Commander, Superintendent
Luke Freudenstein, launched the Clean
Slate Without Prejudice program which is
a program that worked with the kids who
were getting into trouble, trying to clean
up their act. They would participate in a
variety of programs such as boxing, touch
football, OzTag or anything like that.
Tribal Warrior, a community organisation
led by Shane Phillips and managed by the
elders, worked very hard to make these
programs a success by running mentoring
programs.
“Our crime rate with youth in the area
has dropped dramatically over the years.
It really has, and it is all thanks to people
like Shane Phillips, Superintendent Luke
Freudenstein, our youth liaison officers
and many others.
“Holding the Family and Culture Day
every month on The Block for the last four
years has also brought positive change.
Shane Phillips and others involved would
get out days before these events, walk
around The Block, knocking on doors
and handing out brochures, spreading
the message that these days were for our
community, to bring the community back
together and that there will be no dealers,
no drugs and no alcohol. The police were
keen to come along to the events to show
their support.
“Now that The Block is under
development, the event has moved to
Waterloo Green. The first was held in
February and was a great success. There
was face painting, jumping castles, live
entertainment, and with a variety of
cultures such as Chinese dancers and
international singers. We see it as an
opportunity for elders and children
to feel comfortable and safe in their
community.”
The next Family and Culture Day
will be on Saturday May 26, from
12 midday to 3pm at Waterloo Green.

Save the date – A gathering of family and
friends in memory of Trevor Davies:
Thursday June 14, Tripod Café, Abercrombie St, Darlington.
6-8pm. FREE. ALL WELCOME. Finger food and snacks. BYO.
Donations to the SSH gladly received.
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JOSEPH MEDCALF

FUNERAL SERVICES
2 Family owned & operated 2
2 100% Australian & fully independent 2
2 Pre-Paid & Pre-Arrange Funeral Plans 2
Joseph Medcalf has been serving Sydney since 1880
and is a long-standing part of the local community.
We offer personal attention 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, and cover all Sydney suburbs.

172 Redfern Street, Redfern
9698 2644

1,2,3
Handyman
Services
Licence no 112443c

Local • Any small maintenance
building work • Hourly or quote

Call Kim 0404 869 318
kkimmarsh@optusnet.com.au
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The youth of today

Early risers grow
healthy and wise

Youth of today, a regular article
on local youth and related issues,
is kindly sponsored by Appetite Cafe

APPETITE

ood
+
eople

cafe : redfern

Appetite Cafe
82 Regent St, Redfern
Tel 9699 4069

Nandi, Sophie and Jay enjoy breakfast after a workout at the NCIE Photo: Andrew Collis

Libby Hogan

REDFERN: The National Centre of
Indigenous Excellence (NCIE)’s
Healthy Start breakfast program
provides a free, nutritious breakfast
for young Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people, and information on
healthy eating. Launched in January,
the program runs each Monday,
Wednesday and Friday morning.

LIFE Co-ordinator, Ben Bowen, says
the program aims to teach Indigenous
Australians about nutrition, health and
anti-tobacco behaviour. “Breakfast is
one of the most skipped meals, you
see a lot of kids turning up with V’s
or cans of coke to school, so we are
looking to change that behaviour and
that early-morning structure does help
getting the kids in the right headset
for the day.”
The program also seeks to engage

kids in physical activity. “We are
hoping to set up some traditional
Indigenous games, just to have some
fun and get kids to experience a range
of sports and fitness,” Mr Bowen said.
As part of the program kids are also
taught about what foods should go in
their lunchboxes and identifying how
different foods interact. “It’s terrifying
when you ask kids now where do
bananas come from and they say
the supermarket or what animals do

Revised plans for the University of Sydney’s new
Business School at the Abercrombie Precinct
in Darlington have been submitted to the NSW
Department of Planning and Infrastructure.
The plans will be on display on the Department’s
website for public comment.
Over the last few months, the University has consulted
widely with the local community and groups such as REDwatch and RAIDD, as well as
the Darlington Public School, the Department of Education, the City of Sydney and the
Department of Planning. We have made a number of significant changes to the plans
as a result of those discussions and feedback.
Features of the revised plans include a reduction of the overall bulk and scale of the
proposal and a significant setback from Codrington Street and the Darlington Public
School, a major reduction in overshadowing, an increase in green space and an
emphasis on pedestrian safety and access through the site.
We are particularly concerned to make this a safe area for school children and other
pedestrians. The plans include a new safe drop off zone outside the school and a
safe path across the site to a new school entrance avoiding the entry to the car park.
There will be fewer car spaces within the site than originally proposed to further
reduce the number of car movements in and out of the precinct.
The new plan provides for an underground car park for 82 vehicles, which will replace
the existing car spaces in the area. The entrance on Abercrombie St has been moved
away from the school, and will allow for service deliveries to be made to and from
the building.
Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor
Community contact details
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523 Email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

different types of meat come from and
they stare blankly back at you. There
is a real sort of detachment.”
The breakfast program also builds
on the LIFE (Lifestyle Innovation For
Everyone) concept. The idea of health
goes beyond just physical activity,
nutrition and anti-tobacco behaviour,
raising an increased awareness about
how lifestyle choices can affect your
life expectancy.
“We use the example that a bio-age

is your chronological age plus or minus
years depending on your health practice.
We try and explain to kids that our
elders are dying 17 years earlier than the
national average which can be changed
due to lifestyle choices around medicines,
physical activity, nutrition and social
S
parameters,” Mr Bowen said.
The Healthy Start breakfast program
is just one initiative under NCIE’s LIFE
program addressing healthy living.

N ews

4

May 2012

Tanya Plibersek

Federal Member for Sydney
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Lisa Murray, Adam Ridgeway and Laila Ellmoos Photo: Lyn Turnbull

City’s ancient footsteps
Lyn Turnbull & William Rivera

The National Trust Heritage Awards
for 2012 to honour the achievements of
heritage professionals were announced
on Monday April 23. There were 18
entries in the Education, Interpretation
and Community Engagement category.
The City of Sydney’s self-guided
walking tours booklet, Barani/
Barrabugu (Yesterday/Tomorrow),
was one of four entries that were highly
commended.
The booklet is part of Eora Journey,
the first major cultural project of
Council’s Sustainable Sydney 2030,
and was developed in response to the
interest expressed by residents and
visitors to Sydney in discovering more
about the Aboriginal heritage of the
city, both before and after invasion and
white settlement. The city historian, Dr
Lisa Murray, said: “It was the people’s
request. They want to know more about
it, and I am not surprised.”
With the oversight of the Council’s
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Advisory Panel, Dr Murray has been
working on the project with panel
members Millie Ingram, Donald Clark
and Dillon Kombumerri; the NSW

Students at Tranby Aboriginal College in February 1973 Photo: Courtesy City of Sydney Archives

Government Architects Office’s historian
Laila Ellmoos and Aboriginal artist Adam
Ridgeway.
From an original 255 sites identified as
having particular historical association
with Aboriginal people within the City of
Sydney Local Government Area, the first
edition of the Barani/Barrabugu booklet
published last June includes 60 of them
that have been arranged into four walking
“journeys” through different inner-city
suburbs. Updates on the associated
website are ongoing (www.cityofsydney.

nsw.gov.au/barani). “We still have 12
to 18 months’ worth of downloads and
updates to be done,” Dr Murray said.
“This is just the tip of the iceberg.”
The free booklet is available at Town
Hall House and libraries and kiosks
spread around the city.
In recognition of the size of the
project, at its meeting on April 2, Council
accepted the tender for a curator to
oversee the development of Eora Journey.
The successful tenderer will shortly
S
be announced. 

New maintenance backlog
reduction system?
OPINION
Ross Smith

The social housing maintenance
backlog was reduced from $620 million
in 2008/09 to $300 million in 2011,
according to the current NSW Housing
Minister.
An article in the Inner-West Courier,
dated April 3, 2012, identifies a new
approach to further reducing the public
housing maintenance backlog in NSW.
The approach identified in the article
advises: (1) Fail to do the maintenance,
despite frequent requests for the work
to be done; (2) Wait to see if the tenant
gives up requesting maintenance, at
which stage the maintenance request can
be removed from the books; (3) If the
tenant persists in asking for maintenance
to be done, offer the tenant the forms

to apply for a transfer; (4) When the
application for transfer is lodged close
the maintenance file for the particular
property and shift it from the outstanding
maintenance issues register to the
Planned Works register.
The fact that outstanding applications
for transfer are not included in the
recently announced waiting list initiative
is not revealed to the transfer applicant.
Transfer applications are not included in
the Expected Waiting Times lists to be
issued annually by Housing NSW.
If the tenant were aware of Transfer
timeframes the potential for the
maintenance backlog reduction process
to go full cycle would be reduced. There
would be potential of an increased
accessing of external avenues for
gaining maintenance work on the part
of the tenants.
The NSW Housing Minister said
on coming to government, action was

taken to transfer the responsibility for
the bricks and mortar of housing assets
to the Department of Finance and
Services. “This has allowed Housing
NSW to fully concentrate on addressing
the housing demands of those in need,”
the Minister said.
That a property is allowed to
deteriorate in condition, fitness for
purpose, and value, due to ongoing failure
to perform maintenance, amounts to a
breach of duty of care obligations towards
both the tenants and the government.
If this increasingly common breach
of duty of care arises from turf wars
between two government departments,
Department of Financial Services and
Housing NSW, the NSW government
needs to act swiftly to end the interdepartmental wars and thus ensure
government assets are used for the
purpose that they were acquired for, and
S
remain an asset for the state. 
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North Eveleigh
by 2015
Geoff Turnbull

In March the SSH revealed that
the RWA had secured funding
in April 2010 from the Federal
Housing Affordability Fund.
While this was only finalised
earlier this year the SMDA has
been preparing plans to deliver 61
affordable housing units at North
Eveleigh by December 2014.
A grant of $7.2m for
infrastructure works was
announced by the Federal Housing
Minister on April 18 and the SMDA
quickly followed this with its
Affordable Housing Strategy (see
previous bulletin) and its Draft
Review of Environmental Factors
(REF) for the infrastructure and
early works associated with the
delivery of the affordable housing.
While the SMDA does not need a
development application for these
works it has placed its proposal
on exhibition until May 15 before
it is finalised. The buildings to
go onto this site will need to go
through a normal DA process.
The SMDA proposes to locate
the affordable housing at the
western end of the North Eveleigh
site. The building blocks, roads,
infrastructure works and demolition
of buildings proposed are in
accordance with the North Eveleigh
Concept Plan. The works proposed
include a new road parallel to
Wilson Street that links to the
road between CarriageWorks and
the Eveleigh Market. The current
entrance off Wilson Street will be
modified to join the new street.
The proposed work includes
associated car parking, footpaths,

landscaping, telecommunications,
electricity distribution, stormwater
management, land remediation and
sewer and water reticulation. It also
includes the proposed demolition
of the Timber Shed extension,
Reclamation Shed and Air Raid Sheds
to allow for the construction of the
road and water reticulation works.
The 61 units of affordable
housing are expected to be in
two of the three new buildings
proposed along the new street, the
fourth building on the street is the
existing clothing store. These new
buildings are expected to be four
storeys in line with the Concept
Plan with the top two storeys to the
north fronting on to Wilson Street.
Following finalisation of railway
requirements, there will be two 8-12
storey building blocks towards the
railway line which will be available
for residential development.
While Sydney University has
previously expressed interest in
this part of the site for student
accommodation, it is now looking to
locate more student housing within
its existing campus, but it has not
ruled out interest in the remaining
sites when they go to market.
More details on North Eveleigh and
Affordable Housing Strategy Exhibitions
can be found at www.smda.nsw.gov.au/.

SMDA releases
affordable
housing details
Geoff Turnbull

Since 2006 the RWA had a policy
for collecting affordable housing
developer contributions in Redfern-

Waterloo but had no public policy
about what it meant by affordable
housing or how it would be
managed. With $33m expected
to be in the kitty by 2013 the
Sydney Metropolitan Development
Authority (SMDA) has now
placed its Redfern Waterloo
Draft Affordable Rental Housing
Strategy 2011-2030 on public
exhibition until May 24, 2012.
The SMDA strategy has dropped
early RWA references to home
ownership and concentrates
exclusively on rental housing within
the framework of the existing NSW
Affordable Housing Guidelines.
Similar to the way City West runs
housing with Pyrmont Waterloo
contributions to Council, the SMDA
propose its affordable housing be
owned and managed by an existing
community housing provider. It has
started an expression of interest
process to select a provider.
The strategy expects the SMDA
to have $86m in contributions
by 2036 to provide around 182
affordable housing units in addition
to the 62 planned by the Aboriginal
Housing Company and the 700
proposed in BEP2. The SMDA
draft proposes placing a levy on
all private developments in the
BEP2 area adding this to the $32m
it receives from the Central Park
site as part of the RWA Legislation
and $35.4m expected from the
development of BEP1 sites. It
does not indicate how the 700
proposed in BEP2 will be funded.
The SMDA Strategy foreshadows
a review of the 2006 contributions
plan increasing the number of
units by reducing average unit

5

sizes from 100sqm to 80-85sqm.
The SMDA Strategy conservatively
estimates by 2036 there will be
an increase of 7,930 dwellings
in Redfern, Waterloo, Eveleigh
and Darlington of which 5,500
will be from BEP1 and 2. This is
expected to result in a population
increase of over 15,000 residents
above the 2006 population.
What is Affordable Housing?
Affordable housing is defined
in 2011-12 as housing that meets
the needs of households on very
low income (<$34,400), low
income (<$55,000) or moderate
income (<$82,500) but which
does not consume more that 30
per cent of net household income,
so households are able to meet
other basic living costs. Public
housing is restricted to very low
and low incomes with vacant
housing allocated to those with the
greatest need. Affordable housing
has a required mix. The SMDA
strategy will give priority to lowerincome workers or households,
Indigenous households, people
who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness and young families
or workers on low incomes (but
specifically not student housing).

10,000+ Lift
Redfern
Geoff Turnbull

The Lift Redfern Station
Campaign exceeded its
10,000-signature target. The
petitions will be handed over to
Heffron MP Kristina Keneally on
May 2 for tabling and debate in

parliament. A big thank-you to
everyone who signed the petition
and helped collect signatures!
Transport for NSW, Sydney
Metropolitan Development
Authority and the City of Sydney
will know soon if their joint
submission to the Dept. of
Infrastructure and Transport’s
Liveable Cities Programme for a
feasibility study of the Redfern
Station precinct was successful.
It is hoped that Transport NSW
will find the funds for the
study if it is not successful.

Help ALP choose
Geoff Turnbull

ALP state conference will not
pick its next Sydney Lord Mayoral
candidate. All households in
the Local Government Area will
receive a postal ballot in May
allowing residents to vote for the
ALP candidate. Votes from local
ALP members will account for
50 per cent, with community and
non-local ALP members accounting
for the rest. So when your ballot
arrives you can help the ALP decide
between Cameron Murphy, Linda
Scott, Vic Smith, Damian Spruce,
Cassandra Wilkinson and Jonathan
Yee to contest the ballot for Lord
Mayor against Clover Moore, Irene
Doutney (Greens), Shane Mallard
(Liberal) and any other contenders.
Geoff Turnbull is Spokesperson
for REDWatch.
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UTS appoints first
Elder in Residence
Jane Barton

Aunty Joan Tranter tried to resign
from the University of Technology,
Sydney, last year. At almost 70, she has
earned the right to a bit of quiet. But
with 10 grandchildren, perhaps her new
role as the inaugural Elder in Residence
at UTS is the only place she night find
it. “I am the oldest, but not the longest
serving, Aboriginal staff member at UTS.
I’ve been here 14 years so far, as Equity
and Diversity Officer and now in this
role,” Ms Tranter said.
She was approached by the University
to take up the position. There are similar
roles at UNSW, UWS and Macquarie
University.
S h e c o u n t s a m o n g h e r m a ny
work achievements introducing the
Reconciliation Statement which formed
the basis for the first Indigenous education
policy at UTS.
As Elder in Residence, Ms Tranter
supports Indigenous staff and students,
and participates in a range of diverse
events. She recently gave the Welcome
to Country at the opening of a Japanese
Zen Temple in Chatswood and did cultural
awareness training for high school students
at MLC School, Burwood.

Aunty Joan Tranter Photo: Jane Barton

What it seems to boil down to is
bringing a level of wisdom and insight
to the conversations she has with
everybody she meets with, Indigenous
and non-indigenous. Her presence is
warm and calming, like floating in a clear,
thermal pool.
“I don’t give people advice,” she says.
“I just listen.”
She also has that Elder knack of telling
stories that illuminate the issue in a special
way. “I fill a role by offering support
somewhere between the personal and
professional.”
She gives the example of a young

woman who dropped in to see her. “She
was a long way from home and had put
herself under pressure to get HDs (high
distinctions). She was feeling lonely and
missing her family. We just talked and
I listened. She went away cheered up.
Now whenever I see her she says, ‘Hello
Aunty!’”
Aunty Joan’s work history is rich and
varied. She began as a mainstream teacher
in the TAFE system. She then headed up
Aboriginal Teaching and Development
programs, putting in place training for
non-indigenous teachers to better teach
Aboriginal students.
She is chair of the Indigenous Advisory
Panel for Canterbury City Council and
co-chair of the NSW Reconciliation
Council.
Her views on reconciliation are
refreshing. “Many people believe
reconciliation ended with the Bridge walk,
but it goes on everyday. Reconciliation
means the ongoing recognition of
Indigenous people by non-indigenous
and it also means reconciliation within
the Aboriginal community.”
If she were prime minister for a day, her
priorities would be health, education and
land rights. “A lot of people are scared by
land rights but it isn’t about taking over
private land. It’s about public land owned
by the government.”
Aunty Joan’s hopes for the position of
Elder in Residence are modest. “I hope to
be of service to people who are in need,”
she says, “to provide cultural advice that
is ethical. I do the job by just being myself
and people can take from that whatever
S
is helpful.”
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Kristina
Keneally MP
MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON
A lot has been happening in our community recently,
I would like to congratulate the successful applicants
who participated in this year's Community Building
Partnership Grants. Each year it gets harder and harder
to choose and nominate deserving community organisations
who participate.
In total this year $300,000 was provided to community groups
and organisations across the Heffron electorate. It gives me great
pleasure to announce the successful applicants.
• NATIONAL CENTRE FOR INDIGENOUS EXCELLENCE – REDFERN
YMCA are installing a new roof cover on their outdoor
swimming pool.
• Scouts Australia for the general repair of Daceyville Scout Hall.
• South East Neighbourhood Centre for the upgrade and repair of
their kitchen and community garden in Beaconsfield.
• A
 nglican Church Property Trust Diocese for St Martins Kensington
and the St Peters Cooks River upgrade to improve existing toilet
facilities for the disabled.
• Rowland Park is receiving new flood lights.
• Froebel Early Bilingual Learning Centre in Alexandria for the
upgrade of their play and learning garden.
• Sydney University Sport and Fitness Centre for the repair and
maintenance of Robyn Webster Sports Centre, Tempe.
• T he Deli Women and Children's Centre in Eastlakes for the
renovations to their community centre.
• W
 indgap Foundation in Eastlakes for the installation of a
commercial kitchen and social enterprise for people with
intellectual disabilities.

David Shoebridge addresses protesters in Macquarie Street Photo: Andrew Collis

Rally decries police violence
Andrew Collis

A group of about 100 protesters
gathered in the rain outside Parliament
House on the afternoon of Tuesday
April 24. The protest was called in
response to perceived police violence in
Kings Cross the previous Saturday. The
incident in question, captured on video,
involved police shooting occupants of
an allegedly stolen car in danger of
injuring pedestrians on a footpath, then
pulling from the vehicle and punching
the front-seat passenger, aged 17 years.
All six occupants – aged 13, 14, 14, 16,
17 and 24 – were Aboriginal.
The Premier, Barrie O’Farrell, and
Police Minister, Mike Gallacher, have
expressed confidence in an internal
police investigation.
Long-time Aboriginal rights activist,
Michael Anderson, expressed concerns:
“I’d like to know who released the
antecedents on that 14-year-old because
it came over the radio this morning that
he’d been on charges all his life, since

he was 8 years old, and with problems.
Whoever told the media that I don’t
know.” Mr Anderson went on to speak
of “the symptomatic problem that exists
in Aboriginal communities and the
relationship between Aboriginal people
and white Australia”.
The Greens’ David Shoebridge, MLC,
said: “Only in NSW could it be seen to
be an extreme political step to ask for
an independent investigation of police,
only in NSW where you have the
government and the Labor opposition
refusing to come out with any criticism
of the police.”
Mr Shoebridge continued: “We have
seen deeply disturbing footage from the
Cross … and that footage raises a series
of questions that must be answered,
and answered not by an internal police
investigation with paper oversight by
the Ombudsman, but answered by
someone who’s not responsible to the
Commissioner, answered by someone
who’s not responsible to the Police
Minister … I just yesterday referred this
matter to the Police Integrity Commission

and we’ve asked the Police Integrity
Commission to intervene.”
Mr Shoebridge also expressed
concern over aggressive sentiments and
statements against all police. “That is
not going to take us forward,” he said.
“That is not going to be the way we get
some real reform here in NSW. What will
get reform is people’s emotions being
seen…”
Aboriginal and Islander activist,
Patricia Corowa, pointed to wider
cultural issues. She noted that the
majority of people at the rally were
“our community’s 'young, gifted and
black' who live in an age in which even
community-based leaders communicate
through the electronic media and
therefore tailor their remarks to the larger
non-indigenous audience. In the absence
of lore-makers, or leaders who ‘tell it like
it is’ face-to-face with them, our youth
galvanise themselves into living out their
lives, ‘by whatever means necessary’
to survive in the violent and hostile
environment of Britain’s 240-year-old
S
penal colony.”

The Community Building Partnership Program has been a great
initiative, started by the Labor Government in 2009. Over the past
three years I have helped deliver over 1 million dollars to many
hardworking community organisations across South Sydney and I
will continue to encourage and support this Labor initiative.
After the success of my annual Housing Forum in Redfern I will
also be holding a forum for Housing NSW tenants in Waterloo.
These forums are a great opportunity for tenants to meet their local
member of parliament as well as raise issues of concern to me and
Housing NSW. These forums will be advertised by letterbox drop
shortly, so keep an eye out for your invitation to come along.

Kristina Keneally MP
Member for Heffron
Phone: 9699 8166
Email: heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Mail: Shop 117/747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
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tripod cafe
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington
Ph: 9698 8677 Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

Pepsee
CUT & COLOUR H A IRSA LON

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available
276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008
Mobile: 0403 110 832
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Wayside Grand Opening
heralds new era
Peter Whitehead

Founded by Methodist minister
Ted Noffs in 1964, the Wayside
Chapel began as a dozen chairs
in one room of an insalubrious
block of flats at 29 Hughes Street.
Within a year it blossomed to a
chapel, coffee shop and community
resource centre as the ministry grew
– filling that apartment building
as surely as it filled a need in our
inner-city entertainment precinct
that suffers so many social ills.
In 1991 the Rev. Ray Richmond
took up the challenges of this unique
Uniting Church posting. He defied
authorities in the late ’90s by hosting
a place where people could safely
inject drugs, the “Tolerance Room”,
precursor of the Medically Supervised
Injecting Centre in Darlinghurst Road.
Graham Long became the third

minister of the Wayside in 2004
when it was celebrating 40 years’
survival. An inveterate straight-talker,
Graham warned the interviewing
board: “I’m not Ted Noffs and I can’t
be Ted Noffs. If you’re not ready
for a change, I’m the wrong bloke.”
Eight years later the changes are
palpable and they seem all good.
May’s Grand Opening is the
fruition of fundraising that garnered
$5 million from federal and state
governments but still had to scratch
up $3.5 million from private donors
to pay for the purpose-built facility
gracing Hughes Street next door to
the extensively renovated number 29.
Rev. Long is in awe of the Chapel’s
Board of Management’s ability to
secure funds and manage construction
under budget ahead of schedule.
He marvels at the generosity of six
benefactors who each wrote cheques
for $250,000 or more and is humbled

by such wallet-felt endorsement
for the work of the Wayside
where more than 300 volunteers
cooperate with 30 full-time staff.
As the public voice of the
Wayside, Graham shares his letter
to the Inner Circle with ABC 702
listeners each Monday afternoon.
For those who cannot get along
to 10am Sunday services this
gives a taste of his no-nonsense
preaching style – and, he chuckles
throatily, without the interjections
of St Interruptus and others of
his idiosyncratic congregation.
Notorious and the Hell’s
Angels are not the gangs that
characterise the Cross.
Get along and see for yourself
Saturday, May 19, 10am to 2pm;
Official Ceremony 11am–12pm. The
street will be closed for a giant BBQ.
“Our new building is a testament to
S
the power of community.”

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Valé Liz Ramage
(1930–2012)

Assure
Psychology
Urban Nature wellbeing centre
216 enmore rd (cnr edgeware Rd)
enmore nsw 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

Sydney Central
Panel Beaters
Lic. No.: 18843

154-156 Regent St, Redfern
Ph: 9319 6044
Fax: 9319 2223
sydneycentralpanelbeat@smartchat.net.au
Insurance - Private - Fleet work
Fleetcare Repairer

Barrie McMahon

Liz Ramage was ahead of her
time. With others, she built the
South Sydney community. As a
young woman, she was part of a
disparate group of church-people
who formed the South Sydney United
Parish – ahead of the Australiawide Uniting Church. The group
also worked for the founding of
South Sydney Community Aid.
In this way, South Sydney was
established as a community,
rather than a disparate collection
of villages, which it was, and to
which it is, maybe, now returning.
In later years, she was, with Edna
Turvey, the power behind the Arts
& Crafts Exhibitions, part of South
Sydney Festivals. Also with Edna
she ran the Darlington Recycling
Group which collected paper, glass
and metal, until the councils got the
message. The group also published the
notorious Neighbourhood Witch, that,
in its way, anticipated Trevor Davies’
Chippo-Politics Newsletter which grew
into the South Sydney Herald. In her
retirement, she worked at The Bower
recycling centre in Addison Road.
Liz was also a friend of Aborigines.
Over the years she lived in three
houses on Caroline Street, facing
The Block. She said of her friends:
“Some are community leaders,
some just survivors, and some
at the bottom of the heap.”
When apartheid was rife in
South Africa, a public campaign
against it by the Rev. Dorothy
McRae-McMahon of the Pitt Street
Uniting Church (now an editor of
the SSH), led to her persecution by
National Action. Their campaign
included, at its less violent end, much
racist graffiti, particularly around
railway stations. Liz Ramage led the
team that painted out the graffiti.
The authorities of the day could not
see the difference between their sin in
allowing the racist graffiti to remain
and Liz’s virtue in removing it.
Liz was born and educated in New

Liz Ramage Photo: Supplied

Zealand. As Dr Elizabeth Aitken
she worked as a medical officer in
the NSW Health Department. She
retired early so that she could (in
her words) “meet other people on
the level”. She is survived by a son,
Ian, and his extended family in
Cambodia, and her extended family
in Victoria and New Zealand.
Lizzie spoke from the coffin at her
Pitt Street Uniting Church funeral.
We read aloud an affirmation
of faith (creed) written by Liz.
The concluding verses are:
We believe in the Church – human,
fallible, often lost – but keeping

the story alive. The story of the
In-the-beginning word, the Jesus
of history, the living Christ of now
and forever. We believe that when
the story is truly told – the hungry
are fed, the dumb sing, the blind
see. And the prisoners go free.
She also spoke through her
son, Ian, who read a long letter
Liz wrote to the Rev. Bill Crews
with detailed instruction on
improving his fund-raising.
Predictably, Liz’s coffin was made
from recycled cardboard, and we had
the opportunity to scrawl farewell
S
messages on it.
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Can Church heal us?
faith
Peter Maher

How do we make meaning in our
world when it seems so rudderless
and ethically bankrupt? The gunfire
of an American soldier killing women
and children in a local village in
Afghanistan is still ringing in our ears
and will be for some time to come in
the form of the hopelessness of any
good coming from that war. We see
a growing disconnect between the
need to achieve and get ahead and
the sustainability of the planet. More
troubling still is the ever-deepening
despair that seems to be in the life
of so many as we work to survive
the complexity of modern life and
relationships.
cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

editor i al
The issue is not that we have
“emasculated and feminised our police to
the point the bad guys don’t fear them”,
as one News Ltd columnist has put it, but
that an unaccountable police force lacks
respect in the community. Most of us
can appreciate that split-second decisions
in the interest of community safety
sometimes need to be taken. But when
an officer of the law beats a suspect after
having shot and arrested him, is it any
surprise the community rallies in protest?
That the suspect is a young Aboriginal
man only adds to the outrage and the
questions to be answered.

The issue is a broad and societal
issue. The SSH supports the call of
the NSW Greens for an independent
investigation into police conduct, as
well as calls from David Shoebridge
and several Aboriginal leaders to
eschew aggressive generalisations
and to promote responsible attitudes
and actions.
Our interview with Lesley Townsend
(page 2) shows there is much that can
be done to strengthen positive and
respectful interactions between the
police and the wider community. The
efforts of Superintendent Freudenstein,
the Tribal Warrior Association, Babana,
Shane Philips, elders and others in

Scotland Housing sets
a high bar – Can NSW
measure up?
comment
Michael Shreenan

In April 2012, Scotland set the
bar high after it launched its Social
Housing Charter (SHC). The Charter
establishes 16 standards and outcomes
which all social landlords should
achieve for their tenants and other
customers. It will affect more than half
a million households.
Under the SHC, tenants must find
it easy to participate in decisions that
affect them; must live in well-maintained
neighbourhoods where they feel safe;
and must receive services that provide
evidence of continued improvement.
Measures include:
• E
 nsuring adequate tenancy support,
with particular reference to enabling
new or vulnerable tenants to keep
their tenancies.
• Every tenant and other customer has
their individual needs recognised, is
treated justly and with respect, and
receives fair access to housing and
housing services.
• Tenants’ homes are well maintained,
with repairs and improvements carried
out when required, and tenants are
given reasonable choices when work
is done.
• Tenants and other customers find
it easy to communicate with their
landlord and get the information they
need about their landlord – how and
why that person makes decisions and
the services provided.
• Tenants and other customers live
in well-maintained neighbourhoods
where they feel safe.

The new Scottish Housing Regulator is
established to assess and report on how
well landlords are performing: to identify
where they are doing well and where
they need to improve. Additionally in
Scotland there is also a legal requirement
for landlords to actively develop and
support tenant participation. “Effective
tenant participation is key to landlords
delivering services that tenants want and
it is crucial that landlords gather and take
account of the views and priorities of
their tenants in shaping their services,”
said Scottish Housing and Transport
Minister, Keith Brown MSP.
The 16 standards are ambitious,
and one wonders how well Housing
NSW and other social housing
providers in NSW would measure up
to such a charter. The Scottish social
housing system is far from perfect.
The Scottish Government, however,
certainly understands its significance
in community life by establishing the
Regulator to ensure the legal obligations
for providers are met.
It is alleged that Housing NSW has
a backlog in maintenance work of over
$300 million. In a recent statement,
the Gillard government acknowledged
that 56,000 people in NSW are seeking
Social Housing, and Shelter NSW
reports that 54.2 per cent of people
seeking immediate accommodation
from homelessness services in NSW
were turned away in 2010–11. These
are scary stats, which, as manager of
a community service, I watch my team
wrestle with every day as residents seek
assistance and advocacy in trying to get
a fair go in the current housing system.
Residents who have been battling
the system for years tell that lack of
investment by successive governments,

Redfern-Waterloo are commendable.
***
Ali Blogg was a photographer and
editor for the SSH for over 10 years.
News of her death on April 5 was
met with sadness and a deep sense
of gratitude for all she contributed
and shared. Ali was a talented and
committed photographer, and a friend to
many in the South Sydney community.
Her funeral on April 17 at Macquarie
Park Cemetery was attended by more
than 130 mourners. We will miss her.
On behalf of Dorothy, Ali’s family and
all of us at the SSH, thank you for kind
S
words and condolences.

minimum legal obligations on
providers, eroding rights of tenants,
inadequate quality standards, poor place
management and lack of transparency
are all factors as to why they have such
little confidence in the state public
housing system. Perhaps a charter like
Scotland’s would force social housing
providers to lift their game. It would
only work, however, if it were equally
matched with the necessary investment.
The proposed redevelopment in
Redfern Waterloo may be a step forward,
but it appears what is really needed is a
complete overhaul of the whole social
housing system where tenants have
the right to influence the decisions and
policies that shape the system from
S
beginning to end.

The economy, the society and
the multiple cultures we inhabit can
be dehumanising. The pressures of
affluence, social acceptability and the
influence of ideological and popularist
cultures keep us wanting more and in
fear of losing something we hold dear.
We may be largely unaware that
we are being seduced by the dominant
powerful interests in our culture which
can push us to strive to get ahead, even
when that means trampling over others.
Dr Tanveer Ahmed, a psychiatrist,
recently wrote in the Sydney Morning
Herald (“Losing your religion has link
with disorders”, February 22, 2012)
that the rise to pre-eminence of the
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders (DSM) “has occurred
in direct parallel with the rise of fierce,
market individualism in the American
century. Under the auspices of both the
state and the market, a vast body of
disenfranchised and disengaged citizens
has emerged – with new medical labels.”
Dr Ahmed goes on to say that Western
society’s hunger for freedom and wealth
has diminished its opportunities for social
interaction and community relationships.
“One of the key difficulties of life in the
modern West – where tradition, religion
and community have been so horribly
stripped bare – is making sense of our
lives when there are so few rules about
how to live,” he said.
He believes that depression rates rise
when we have few places to make sense
of the modern paradoxes of life, grief and
loss and the isolation of modern society.
“When our distress lacks meaningful
outlets in the form of rituals or cushioning
from family and community, or we have

suspicions about the notion of human
agency and morality, all that is left are
disorders.”
Our families and social groups are
fracturing through a busy lifestyle,
distance and family breakdown. We are
increasingly moving away from churches
and other places where communal ritual
is shared. Western culture has tried to
replace these with “retail therapy” and
social media but Ahmed suggests these
don’t replace human interaction where
listening and healing take place.
As a church minister, I would like
to think these comments were an
endorsement that for a healthy life we
would include “going to church” or at
least finding a place to celebrate rituals
that help us make sense of our joy-filled
and frustrating lives. But I am not so sure.
We can lament the loss of the church
communities that supplied this essential
humanising function for western society
in the past, but we cannot assume the
church we see today will be adequate
to fill this gap.
Many places of worship are empty
shells of tired liturgy, closed social
groups, fearful or pious religion and
judgementalism. The surge of interest
in spirituality, particularly amongst
the young who have lost faith in all
institutions, is a testament to the failure
of many churches or faith groups to
supply this need in our society. However,
sometimes the search for an inspiring
spirituality, as wonderful as it is, is a
solitary search and thus fails to fill the
need Ahmed identifies.
Where are the faith communities
that welcome everyone, engage with
the world, play with paradox, challenge
and mourn, celebrate and educate with
a spirit of conversation and openness?
And why aren’t there more of them if
they are so essential for a healthy society?
I believe there are still some
such communities of all faiths and
denominations. If Ahmed is right, these
maybe worth seeking out for our spiritual,
ethical, emotional and mental health.
But don’t be surprised if, when you find
one, it challenges you as much as soothes
you. Such communities are committed to
engagement and commitment to the real
world, rejecting any practices of denial
and avoidance of awareness. Being
healthy without pills is sometimes about
staying with the one in pain – yes, even
when it is oneself – but in the company
S
of aware and inspired others.
Rev. Peter Maher is the parish priest at
St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Newtown.

readers’ letters
University of
Sydney responds
to criticism
Two articles in last month’s SSH
gave a very misleading picture of the
current staffing negotiations and the
building and infrastructure program
at the University of Sydney.
It is correct that we have a budget
shortfall and as a result we have had
to make some tough decisions to meet
our strategic priorities. Some have
made the absurd proposition that
the University has opted for buildings
over staff. This is a false dichotomy.
As well as adding to the numbers
of staff who will have dedicated
teaching roles, we are investing in
new classrooms, laboratories and
IT systems to support our staff and
students.
The University has a backlog of
repairs and maintenance identified
by the NSW Auditor General to cost
$385 million. We are making a start

on the critical areas to ensure we
meet OH&S standards in many older
facilities. This will cost $37 million
and the University needs to fund that
immediately.
The proposed new Business School
in the Abercrombie Precinct will
provide a central facility for students
currently located in many different
dilapidated buildings. It will provide
a mix of large and small teaching
spaces and an informal e-learning
hub for group work. There will not
be an additional 7,500 students.
Business School students are already
moving within this precinct in
lecture theatres, tutorial rooms and
food outlets between City Road and
Codrington Streets.
The building will not be all
glass and concrete. The University
deliberately chose an innovative and
more environmentally friendly façade
of terracotta ceramic which is more
in keeping with the architecture of
the area.
We have consulted widely with the

community and stakeholders such
as the Darlington Public School, the
Department of Education, the City
of Sydney and the Department of
Planning on this project. The latest
redesign reflects the numerous
constructive comments we received.
We have been particularly
concerned to make this a safe area for
school children and other pedestrians.
The plans include a new safe school
drop-off zone, a direct path across the
site to a new school entrance which
does not cross any driveways. As well
there will be fewer car spaces within
the site than originally proposed to
further reduce the number of car
movements in and out of the precinct.
By investing in our infrastructure
we are investing in our people, many
of whom have had to put up with
inadequate facilities for years. Unless
we invest now, in a few years time
the facilities we do have will become
more and more obsolete.
Dr Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor, University of Sydney
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Inner-city
charity goes
country

Pat (right) leads meditation at the Cana Farm Photo: Courtesy of Anne Jordan

Adra Anthoney

Fo r t h e p a s t 3 5 ye a rs, C a n a
Communities has worked to celebrate
relationships with the homeless and
those in crisis in Sydney’s inner
city. The charity, staffed entirely
by volunteers, provides crisis
accommodation, support and respite
to the homeless and those at risk,
through its overnight shelters and
community gatherings.
This Easter, community members and
volunteers gathered at the site of their
newest project, the Cana Farm, located
in Orchard Hills, west of Sydney. The
Cana Farm partners with TAFE Outreach
in providing accredited courses to
disadvantaged or unskilled learners, many
of whom come from diverse backgrounds
and English language abilities.
“Most of the people we work with have
had really colourful backgrounds and
have come from areas where education
was a really negative experience for them.
So we decided to invite TAFE to come and
use it as an outside learning space so that
these people would have the opportunity
to be introduced to education in a less
formal way,” says Julie Sneddon, Cana
Farm Project Manager.
Ms Sneddon, 53, and Euan Callister,
51, co-manage the Cana Farm Project
and see to its day-to-day running. A firm
believer in giving people a second chance
at education, the Farm Project was her
brainchild. “When I [first] drove in the
gate, I couldn’t see anything because it
was so overgrown. And so when I decided
that it was a really good, fun thing to do,
somebody said to me that only someone
with no idea about farming would think
this was a good idea,” she jokes.
With the support of numerous
volunteers, Julie and Euan have
transformed the farm into a “work-inprogress”, with loads of people coming
to share the space and do their work
experience there. The farm provides
students with “hands-on” practical
experiences for the skills they learn in
the classroom.

Students Norman Samuelu, 19, Adrian
Conde, 19, Christian Conde, 22 and
Gavin Jonas, 24, came to know about
the Cana Farm Project through a flyer
and so far, they have learned about
landscaping, horticulture and raising
awnings. The boys are so enthusiastic
that they volunteer to fix the farm even
on the days they don’t have to come in
for lessons.
What keeps them coming back, says
Norman, are the people. “We didn’t really
have big goals, ambitions or anything
until we came here. What made the
difference for us are the people – like
Julie and Euan – who are always looking
out for us.”
“They give us a go, they don’t pick on
what we’re doing wrong. They actually
talk about it and help us through it,”
adds Christian.
The youths are proud of their
achievements on the farm so far and
are committed to helping fix the farm
until it becomes sustainable. Handy skills
aside, the quartet spent Easter Saturday
interacting and entertaining volunteers
and community members with their
impressive impromptu beatboxing, rap
skills and easy humour.
Apart from getting a chance to
camp out under the stars, visitors to
the farm tried their hand at weeding
out the vineyards and preparing the
community dinner on Easter Saturday.
“Cana’s philosophy is not about helping
people so much. It’s not about giving
people food. It’s about recognising that
people need friends and that you need
people who like you to be able to feel
like life is worthwhile,” says volunteer,
Janelle Jordan.
And this is exactly what the Cana Farm
Project hopes to achieve with the students
under its wing.
The night culminated with a crackling
bonfire and a light ceremony that
reminded those present to be aware of
the presence of hope within themselves
and those around them.
Cana hopes that the farm, once
completed, will become a place of retreat
S
for community members.

Centre manager says
honeymoon is over
Jane Barton

REDFERN: After five months in the job,
Julia Medley, the current manager of
Redfern Community Centre, freely
admits the honeymoon period is over.
She is full of plans for the centre and
exudes enthusiasm for the changes.
“We are going to re-vamp the
reception area, it’s cramped and outdated, and put in a long reception desk,
which people can approach when they
come in. The manager’s office will
become a new group space with a big
table and chairs. At present there is no
quiet space that ensures confidentiality,”
she says.
There are also plans to refurbish the
computer room to provide a craft area
and run “more modern IT courses. We
want to show people how to shop online
as well as cater for basic computer skills.
We will run specialist little courses for
the elderly.”
She also plans to include “Walk-in
Tuesdays”. Aboriginal Legal Service,
Weave Community Services, Aboriginal
Employment Strategy and Centrelink
will be on site for community members
to have easy access to a range of
assistance.
With the opening of the Pemulwuy
Housing Project next year, Medley says:
“We hope also to make the outside park
area more geared for families so we can
have a barbecue area. Families from the
local community and new families can
sit and enjoy the sunshine round some
picnic tables.”
Despite being new to the position
and the community, and with so many
changes in the planning, Julia maintains

Julia Medley outside the Redfern Community Centre Photo: Jane Barton

she is aware of the need to consult. “We
work very hard to make the neighbours
feel part of the centre.”
Nevertheless there is some disquiet
in the community with the recent
resignation of at least three Aboriginal
staff members. The centre is currently
advertising to fill the key position
of Cultural Development Officer, an
Aboriginal preferred position. “It’s
a pivotal role for the centre. It’s not

shifting priorities around, it is just about
getting the right person for the job. In
the community as a whole we do have
quite a lot of other cultures.”
“I hope to take the RCC from strength
to strength. It is a very exciting time
to be in Redfern. We want to develop
our partnerships with community and
organisations to provide programs
and events that the community likes,”
she said.
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Valé Dr Jimmy Little AO
Entertainer, humanitarian
& advocate for his people
SSH
The NSW State Memorial Service for
the late Dr Jimmy Little AO will be held on
Thursday May 3 at the Sydney Opera House,
Concert Hall at 9.30am sharp. The free evening
Celebration Concert commences at 8pm.
Anyone wanting to attend either event will
need to log on (to www.sydneyoperahouse.
com/jimmylittle) and book a seat. The
Memorial is open to the public and the
Celebration Concert is a free event. The family
has requested no flowers but any donations
will go to the Jimmy Little Foundation:
www.jlf.org.au/.

Talking Heads
in Newtown
Miriam Pepper
NEWTOWN: On the evening of Tuesday
April 24, I spent a very enjoyable hour
listening to Indira Naidoo, author of
gardening and recipe book, The Edible
Balcony, published by Penguin. It
was the first of a series of free author
talks at Newtown Library from 6pm
to 7pm on the fourth Tuesday of the
month. Held in the intimate space
of the mezzanine, this is a chance to
hear Sydney authors speak, ask them
questions and chat with them in person.
Starting from a passion for sustainability
but no gardening knowledge, Indira
transformed her 13th floor Potts

This will be a day to pay respects as well as
celebrate the life of Uncle Jimmy.
A proud Yorta Yorta man, Jimmy was born on
the Cummeragunja Mission on the Murray River,
NSW, on March 1, 1937. In 1955 he moved to
Sydney to start his music career.
His first single, “Mysteries of Life”/“Heartbreak
Waltz”, was released in 1956, but his first hit did
not come until 1959 with “Danny Boy” which
peaked at number nine in Sydney. It was 1964
when Little got his first number-one hit, “Royal
Telephone”, which went Gold twice and has sold
more than 75,000 copies. In 1964 Jimmy was
named “Australian Pop Star of the Year”.

Point balcony into a kitchen garden
oasis, and cooked up a storm with the
results. In the process, she herself was
also transformed, becoming more present
in her surroundings and developing
a deep appreciation for plants.
With this engaging and humorous book,
which charts a year in the life of her garden,
she aims to remove some of the mystique of
gardening and to inspire us all to give it a try.
Better Read’s Talking Heads is
co-presented by the City of Sydney
and Newtown’s Better Read Than
Dead bookshop, and is an evening hour
well spent. Bookings are essential.
See whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
for more details.

In the late ’70s Jimmy turned to full-time acting,
starring in various theatre productions and films,
making his debut on stage in Black Cockatoos.
Little also appeared in the film Until the End of
the World and an opera, Black River.
Jimmy Little taught and mentored Indigenous
music students at the Eora Centre in Redfern
from 1985 and was an ambassador for literacy
and numeracy for the Department of Education
from 2002. In 2006, Jimmy founded the Jimmy
Little Foundation to improve renal health
across Indigenous communities in regional and
remote Australia.
In 2004 he was appointed an Officer of
the Order of Australia, was named a Living
National Treasure and was awarded an honorary
doctorate in music in recognition of “contribution
to reconciliation between Indigenous and nonindigenous Australians”.
Along with these prestigious awards, Jimmy
Little has a collection of many awards including;
Red Ochre Award; Tamworth Role of Renown;
ARIA Hall of Fame; 2x Deadly Awards; APRA
Ted Albert Award; Golden Gospel Award;
NAIDOC “Aboriginal of the Year”. In 2011
Jimmy received his first Golden Guitar “Lifetime
Achievement Award”.
Jimmy Little passed away at the age of 75 on
April 2, 2012, after a long battle with kidney
disease. He will be sadly missed.

Portraits
Curated by
Miriam Cabello.
Opening
Saturday May 26, 5pm.
The Orchard Gallery.
56a Raglan St, Waterloo.
Phone 0438 719 470.

Special
$5 off when you spend
$20 or more!
Shop 6, 245-249 Abercrombie St, Darlington. 02 9699 9875

Valid for Saturday & Sunday until 2pm. Not valid with any other offer. Offer is until
the end of May 2012. Must bring Voucher in to redeem. Limit 1 per person.
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The Reviews
Film Review
by Lindsay Cohen

This Must Be The Place
Director: Paolo Sorrentino
Starring: Sean Penn,
Frances McDormand
Genre: Good question
This Must Be The Place could have
been a cult classic. All the ingredients
are there: eccentric main character, great
music, cameo appearances, implied drug
use, subtle humour, a road trip and
an eclectic supporting cast of wacky
personalities.
Even the basic storyline, bored and
borderline depressed former rock star
trapped in his own past seeks ex-Nazi
war criminal over the humiliation of his
father in a concentration camp, suggests
something interesting going on.
But, unfortunately, somewhere
between developing the script and
delivering the finished product the
potential was lost. That’s not to say
This Must Be The Place has no merit.
Far from it.
For starters, Sean Penn seems to have
a lot of fun channelling Cheyenne, a
very Robert Smith (The Cure) like
ex-musician. David Byrne’s (Talking
Heads) soundtrack is a good one if you
consider six variations of the same song
to be a soundtrack. And individually
some of Cheyenne’s relationships,
especially some of the fleeting ones,
are amusing, touching, funny or odd,
in a good way.
But for everything that works in
This Must Be The Place something else
doesn’t. There’s no flow to the story arc.
It jerks and leaps and distracts. Just when
interesting things start happening they
are lost, other sub-plots get in the way,
locations are jammed together, even time
seems to get warped.
Characters suddenly appear and
disappear sometimes for no real reason
other than to maybe dump some poppsychology or philosophise about lost
history, and it all confusedly whirls
around Cheyenne, a magnet for life’s
little failures.
The great irony is that for all the
philosophising about lost potential the
greatest potential lost is the film itself.
Rating: Two-and-a-half eye liners

»»film@ssh.com.au

Book Review
by Margaret Vazey

Every Man In This Village Is A Liar –
An Education In War
Megan Stack
Scribe, 2010
What a book to read on Anzac Day!
Megan Stack, a young correspondent

for the Los Angeles Times, went to
Afghanistan just after the destruction
of the World Trade Centre in New York
on the 11th of September, 2001.
What started out as an apparently just
pursuit of Osama Bin Laden soon turned
into something less defined and more
complicated. It was not just a matter of
catching the wrong-doers, but a messy
tangle of battles as one tribal group
struggled with another, reviving and
revenging old enmities, rejoicing in the
fight as “holy warriors”, trying to gain
political and material advantages, or
riches. There did not seem to be any
clear-cut reasons for the civil war, or rules
of engagement. It seemed to be a war
with no end, a war in which the civilian
population suffered terribly, as it was an
excuse to settle old scores, or an excuse
for some to feel powerful as they beat
and bullied and punished local villagers,
both men and women. Observing, on
the ground, Megan Stack felt that it
was naive to think that winning the
war would be straightforward, and
perhaps that it was not possible to fix
the problems that beset the country.
Her next assignment was in Israel.
Here she was confronted with the awful
realisation that what a person does in
war, indeed in life, is very important.
Bad deeds come back to haunt both the
doer and his/her country. We are what
we do and what we have done. Fighting
a “war on terror” does not excuse using
immoral tactics to win that war. If these
are used, and excused, they become part
of our identity.
Megan Stack survived assignments
as a war correspondent in Iraq, Libya,
Egypt and Lebanon. Her book records
the suffering of the ordinary people in
all these countries.
It is a sobering read.

»»books@ssh.com.au

Music/Theatre Review
by Jane Barton

dirtsong – The Black Arm Band Company
Message Sticks Festival
Director: Rhoda Roberts
Sydney Opera House
Featuring: Archie Roach, Lou Bennett,
Shelley Morris, Emma Donovan,
Leah Flanagan, Shane Howard,
William Barton, Dan Sultan, Tim
Rogers, Stephen Pigram, Djolpa
McKenenzie, Deline Briscoe
Billed as a journey through Australia’s
heartland, the Black Arm Band’s dirtsong
concert which closed the 2012 Message
Sticks Festival, showcased evolving
contemporary Indigenous music in its
finest moment. With a mission to stand
tall as a symbol of resilience and hope
in the spirit and action of reconciliation,
this third concert cycle of the Black
Arm Band follows murunduk (2006) and
Hidden Republic (2008).
Mixing contemporary and traditional
songs, most performed in language, the
concert traversed the country musically,
evoking connection and re-awakening
the spirit of lost Aboriginal languages.
Brilliant multimedia projection onto a

massive backdrop created an ethereal
atmosphere and lifted the musical
content to another level.
Conceptually structured, dirtsong
differs from the previous concerts in
its overall approach as well as the level
of professional and technical finesse.
However it progresses the vision
and spirit explored in murunduk and
Hidden Republic, a kind of emotional
audit or stock-take of where the nation
is up to in its black-white relations.
murunduk (2006), the first expression,
was an angry, defiant, fist clenched, grief
laden, fury laced scream, in the dying
light of the Howard regime.
In Hidden Republic, Rudd’s postapology period, a climate of hope
prevailed and a tentative re-engagement
with reconciliation prevailed, illustrated
by the collaborative work with State
orchestras and a softening or detente
occurring. dirtsong is a more entire
and poetic piece of work. It offers a
tone of celebration for the restoration
of languages and showcased some
beautiful songs. The only frustrating
note of the evening was the tendency
to “clump” all the magnificent women
singers together as if they were backup
singers: Lou Bennett, Emma Donovan,
Shelley Morris (whose voice soared to
unbelievable heights) and Leah Flanagan
each needed their own space. The blokes
burst out the front with rangy electric
guitar and an amusing piss-take of
cock-rock (the Dan Sultan and Tim
Rogers bromance was very funny) but
the dynamic was a bit obvious.
This is a quibble in the overall context.
This ongoing and evolving conversation
of black and white may well be an
indigenous-driven Australian answer
to Wagner’s Ring Cycle! If vision and
foresight prevails we’ll collect and archive
these concerts and present them as a
whole body of work in 50 or 100 years.
Can’t wait for the next concert evolution.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au

Live Review & Interview
by Layth Saeed
The Laurels, Pond
The Standard Hotel, April 19
As a great man once said, sometimes
you just have to close your eyes and
“drink the Kool-aid”; this sums up my
experience at the Pond show on the
April 19 at the Standard Hotel, Sydney.
But before the fluid waves of psych-rock
seep their way into my ears and explode
in my brain, releasing a steady ebb and
flow of utterly insane energy, we must
begin at square one. After a few drinks
at a neighbouring pub, my girlfriend and
I had our wrists branded and checked
before we were set loose in the upstairs
“venue” area of the Standard. As I had
seen the support act, the Laurels, at
a Black Angels show last year, I was
suitably excited and ready to see a just
as rousing and pitch-perfect show as
last time. They are the best kind of
support act for this kind of show, with
a brilliant pastiche of pop sensibilities
a la the Crocodiles (YouTube “I Wanna
Kill” if you’re interested), the all-out
shoe-gaze, “wall-of-sound” style of My
Bloody Valentine with a healthy dose
of psychedelia. Furthermore, I was also
interested to hear a bit of a showcase
of their upcoming EP (due out in a
few months), as the band has just been
signed to the Rice is Nice label.
When the band finally takes the stage
my excitement peaks as I see the massive
array of pedals and electronics that I
will never hope to fully understand and
I brace myself for my favourite yin and
yang guitar combo of Piers Cornelius

and Luke O’Farrell. However, my hopes
of a repeat of their Metro show are
somewhat deflated. By what exactly, I
cannot say, only speculate. I can’t make
out most of the vocals or the subtlety
of any of the guitar work. This may be
due to my position in the crowd (but
really shouldn’t it sound good from any
position?), or possibly a combination
of acoustics and the sound technician’s
unfamiliarity with the band, but this
is only speculation. What I can say is
that I’ve seen the band on numerous
occasions and this show certainly
couldn’t compete on an aural level.
However, at this point I must stress
that the Laurels are an awesome local
band and one that you should see any
chance you get.
After a cigarette between sets and
a few sightings of Australian music
royalty such as Craig Nicholls of the
Vines and Daniel Johns of Silverchair
(isn’t it fun to name drop?), I begin my
wait for Pond to explode, and explode
they did! With Nick “Paisley” Adams
spending a fair bit of time being thrown
around the front few rows of the crowd
(also losing a shoe at one point) and the
rest of the band responding (I’m sorry,
just couldn’t resist) with giant grins
and a haphazard style which makes
every moment a little special as you
feel it could fall apart at any moment,
but who cares, as everyone in the room
seems to be having the time of their
lives! You see, Pond is a project that
seems to bring along with it a much more
carefree, brink of insanity, style than
Tame Impala (most of whose members
comprise Pond). They proceed to bust
out my favourites such as “Fantastic
Explosion in Time” and “Annie Orange
Tree”. The band eventually attempts
to finish but the crowd refuses to let
that happen so we are also treated to a
mind-blowing cover of “Kick Out the

Jams”, originally by MC5. After the
show, Nick and Jay were kind enough
to endure my ramblings and offer some
insight into the freaky combination
that is Pond.
Having seen Tame Impala before, it
seems that when you guys are preforming as
Pond, it’s got a much more carefree energy
to it, is that the intention with Pond?
Nick: Yeah I guess when compared to
Tame Impala it’s definitely about that.
Tame Impala for me is not a place where
I, you know, write anything. But with
Pond we kind of just do what we do and
if that communicates to the crowd, well
then that’s great.
As Pond, you guys seem to have a few
releases fairly quickly. Do you guys find
a lot of time to be in the studio between
touring with Tame Impala and going to
South by Southwest as Pond?
Jay: Well, Beard, Wives, Denim
was recorded in about 10 days. All
the melodies and songs were written
beforehand, so then it was about filling
in the blanks and laying it down.
So who is the main creative force? Is it
a collaborative effort?
Nick: It’s impossible to say. Any
answer that I give you would contradict
a song that was written in a different
way, everything’s written differently. It
might be all me, then it might be just Joe
and Jay and then it might be just a jam.
I’ve been watching a few videos of you
guys at South by Southwest. What’s it
like playing to that kind of crowd where
you might not be as well known as you
would be in Australia?
Nick: Well, those shows were some of
the craziest shows we’ve ever played. It
seemed like a lot of people hadn’t heard
of the stuff before but they were so
excited and open minded and were just
really enjoying hearing something new.

»»music@ssh.com.au

What’s on your plate?

Cooking with love
Paul Sullivan
The other night on Top Chef
All Stars Anthony Bourdain said
something that really caught my
attention. In relation to one of
the outgoing contestants’ dishes
he commented, “You know what
was totally missing from this dish?
Confidence.”
It’s a pretty big call for a Top Chef
to be accused of not having confidence
when cooking. I readily admit that I
cook confidently, but only if I have
a recipe in front of me. Maybe that
negates my ability to become a Top
Chef but it certainly doesn’t insult me.
In our house there’s only one way to
insult the chef and that’s to accuse him
or her of not cooking with love.
I’m a weekend cook. I work during
the week and it involves a fair amount
of travel, so when the weekend arrives
I like to relax by cooking (in between
Under 6s’soccer matches, fairy-themed
birthday party drop-offs/pickups and
games of Uno). I feel like I’m doing
something for the family, and also giving
my wife a break as she cooks every night
of the week.
I look forward to the weekends,
because I know if we’ve got company
coming I can cook a big meal. Those
meals are full of love, because I have the
time. I’ll work out a menu and then shop

and spend the rest of the day preparing
a meal that I know will be enjoyed by
those who eat it. Why? Well, because
I’m loving what I’m doing and I believe
it comes through in the flavour.
It became a running joke within the
family that a meal was delicious because
it was cooked “with love”. It became a
compliment.
Only once have I been charged with
not cooking with love. It was harsh but
true, to a certain extent. The love was
missing, but the reality was it was the
time that was missing to be able to
properly put the love in.
I started looking at all my “must try
in this lifetime” recipes and the time
factors associated with them and worked
out that if I wanted to cook them all,
I would need to put aside almost two
whole years just for cooking.This sounds
like paradise to me right now, but the
reality of cooking every day like that
I’m sure I would get bored.
Some of the longest recipes were
from Anthony Bourdain himself, as
he seems to relish in cooking things
like “8-Hour Leg of Lamb” or “Slow
Cooked Pork Shoulder in Milk”. If
the time was right, like on holidays, a
dish like that is perfect, but midweek
during the school term? I don’t think so.
So if I don’t have unlimited time to
put into cooking, can I still have the love?
Are they mutually exclusive? I guess it
depends on the sort of cook you are.
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“Image No. 15” (2012) Photo: Jagath Dheerasekara

Free photo
exhibitions at
Customs House
Friday May 4 will see the
official launch of the Head On
Photo Festival 2012 at Customs
House, Circular Quay, from 7pm.
Winners of the Head On Portrait
Prize will be announced at 8pm.
In conjunction with the launch
three impressive exhibitions
of photographs will be also be
staged at Customs House.
Homage presents the work of
Alexia Sinclair – a selection of images
from The Regal Twelve (2004-2007)
& The Royal Dozen (2008-2010)
collections. There will be six images
on display from each series, making a
total of 12 images for this exhibition.
Homage pays tribute to the
historical figures that form
these series. Travelling the globe
photographing architecture and
landscapes, Sinclair then returned
to Australia to hand make bespoke
costuming for each portrait.
Photographing actors, props and
sets, she then meticulously stitched
together each component in
postproduction along with hand
illustrations. In the style of the
renaissance painters, Sinclair weaves
a myriad of delicious symbols
and motifs into each portrait,
allowing each story to unfold.
Exploring the complexities
of the famous, the infamous
and the obscure, these portraits
celebrate historical realities
within the guise of contemporary
fantasy, a kind of conversation
between the past and present.
Alexia Sinclair is an award-winning
fine art photographer and digital
artist. Her work has toured Australia
through the Australian Centre for
Photography, been shown in the
Archibald at the Art Gallery of
NSW and the National Portrait
Prize exhibition at the National
Portrait Gallery, featured on national
television and has been presented
at major festivals in China, Korea
and France. Alexia lives and works
in Sydney and also undertakes
projects in Australasia and USA.
Manuwangku, referred to by the
locals as Muckaty, is a small town
120km north of Tennant Creek in
the Northern Territory. Photographer

Jagath Dheerasekara portrays the
daily life of the Muckaty community
in an exhibition titled Manuwangku
– Under A Nuclear Cloud.
We see adults and children
in relationship, people pursuing
their everyday lives, cooking,
gathering food, watching television
and working. The images are
disarming in their normalcy.
This exhibition is a collaborative
project with Beyond Nuclear Initiative
(BNI) (www.beyondnuclearinitiative.
com) and the Muckaty Traditional
Owners featured in the photographs.
The exhibition is also supported by
Amnesty International, Jumbunna
Indigenous house of Learning
(UTS), Australians for Native
Title and Reconciliation (ANTaR),
Centre for Peace and Conflict
Studies (University of Sydney).
Curator Sandy Edwards
(ARTHERE) writes: “To be
categorised as a human rights
photographer is somewhat rare and
yet that describes Jagath perfectly.
To be a human rights photographer
involves a commitment to selected
issues through action ... including
the option of photographic
documentation. With great sensitivity
and a nonintrusive camera (not
an easy mode and one which can
only be achieved with complete
collaboration by those being
photographed) he records the daily
life of a broad range of community
members: men, women and children.
The images are disarmingly simple
yet leave a lasting impression.”
3 Free Photographic Exhibitions at
Customs House
The Green Desert. Peter
Elfes. Full re-launch May 4–July 12
Manuwangku – Under the Nuclear
Cloud. Jagath
Dheerasekara. May 4–July 8
Homage. Alexia
Sinclair. May 4–June 29
Customs House Ground
Floor, Level 1 & Level 2
31 Alfred Street, Circular Quay
Mon-Fri 10am-7pm; Sat-Sun
11am-4pm; Closed Public Holidays.
Phone (02) 9242 8551
www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.
au/customshouse

Ron S. Peno and the Superstitions + Mick Turner, The Vanguard, April 7 Photo: Lyndal Irons

Doris Bush Nungarrayi, Damien Minton and Tom Uren Photo: Andrew Collis

From Papunya with passion
Andrew Collis
REDFERN: On Saturday March 31,
the Damien Minton Gallery in
Great Buckingham Street hosted
the opening of an exhibition of
works by Papunya Tjupi artist,
Doris Bush Nungarrayi. Papanya
Tjupi is located 240km north-west
of Alice Springs.
Doris comes from the PintupiLuritja language group and was born
around 1942 at Haasts Bluff. This was
her first solo show in Sydney.
The paintings and prints are
autobiographical. The artist recounts
being young, living in the bush,

“chasing” the water to find the
waterhole, swimming with friends
at Haasts Bluff. Young people swim
together, make love by the waterhole,
fall in love and marry.
Doris and her husband, George
Bush Tjangala, a Papunya Tula artist,
raised three sons, but when George
died in 1997 Doris became a “shadow
of herself ”. When the Papunya Tjupi
Art Centre opened in 2007 she
rejoined her family and regained
her strength through painting.
Writing in Australian Art Collector
( Jan-Feb 2012), Tim Morrell
considers Doris a standout artist
for her personal paintings, describing
“rhythmic webs of distinctive, smooth,

curved lines, recalling the marks of
women’s ceremonial body painting”.
The show was opened by 91-yearold retired politician, activist and
art-lover, Tom Uren AO, who praised
the generosity of artists, Aboriginal
artists in particular, and the creative
process of “giving and loving”.
Uren referred to a speech he’d
once given at the St Andrew’s
Congregational Church in Balmain.
He said: “In my years of living, giving
and serving our human family is the
most rewarding achievement. When
you walk down the street, the beauty
of people’s eyes and faces give you so
many rewards. Packer can never buy
it, with all his millions.”

14

The Review May ’12

Poetry
Donatella in Milan
For va-va-voom
i. pour yourself into
a metallic pave-effect strapless
in bronze and silver
ii. shrug a soft-shouldered
alpaca and astrakhan jacket
over your gown
iii. pose on high-octane heels
by potted palms
in an historic courtyard and
iv. look seriously sullen.
– Catherine Wood

Space Elegy (For astronaut Piers Sellers)
I saw my spatula drift away,
float out of the open cargo bay, over the starboard side
my spatch is gone, gone, gone.
Nobody is going to hold it again.
They tell me my spatch is lapping Earth
at 80 kilometres a second,
and will orbit the planet every 90 minutes.
Each time it completes a lap the distance
between the station and my spatch
opens up another 3.2 kilometres …
the past is so irretrievable.
Every gram of my spatch’s 350 knows
I’ve betrayed it –
let it drift from my kit
when I should have been watching –
it will never nestle in my hand again
like a bird in the recesses
of a leafy tree – I have condemned it
to follow a one-way street
at first-light and last-light.
They tell me a system
of high-powered military radar
based at twenty sites worldwide,
is tracking my spatch. I weep with the sadness
of one who knows existence
but feels absence.

Hayley Megan French with life drawings at the Orchard Gallery Photo: Gabriel Azzi

Drawing from life
Life Drawing is a retrospective
show of work produced in Saturday
life drawing classes at South Sydney
Uniting Church (2011–12). The
show opened at the church’s Orchard
Gallery on Saturday April 21.
Class teacher and curator, Hayley
Megan French, selected 36 works for
the exhibition, a small sample of the
hundreds of sketches produced.
In an essay written for the occasion,
French cited artist Jonathan McBurnie:

“Life drawing … is essential to any
artist’s practice, for it develops the
links between the hands and the act
of making; the waking mind and our
analytical problem-solving faculties; and
the subconscious, meditative state …
Drawing is at the core of every work of
art, from the most ephemeral, evanescent
works of light to structures of stone
and metal, immovable and permanent
… In de-mystifying the human figure,
creating its facsimile in … line or tone,
we connect with something ancient and

elemental, and create our own mysteries.”
French praised the artists, each of
whom had “achieved this elemental
connection, producing unguarded
drawings that represent far more than
the lines and tones of the human body
but evoke the essential beauty and nature
of humanity”.
Parish minister, Andrew Collis,
acknowledged the high quality of
the work as well as its “theological”
significance. The images, he said, could
be seen as bearing witness to a spiritual
presence (the image of God) “in, through
and beyond the physical”.
The Wordplay Creative Writing
Group, which meets at the Woolpack
Hotel in Redfern on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays of the month (6–8pm),
launched a new book of poetry to
coincide with the Opening. A special
limited edition of 100 books, entitled
Life Writing, was printed for the
occasion.
French thanked all the artists who had
attended the life drawing sessions and
the “exceptional” models. “Every class
has been a wonderful moment of social
and artistic exchange that I feel very
blessed to have been a part of,” she said.
Life Drawing: Retrospective 2011–12
Curated by Hayley Megan French
The Orchard Gallery
56a Raglan St, Waterloo
Wednesdays 5–6.30pm;
Saturdays 1–3pm
Till May 24
Phone 0434 979 371

South Sydney Crossword
Across

1. Smidgeon (3)

3. *Marry a problem? (5)

6. *Save from being left in
barbaric surroundings (7)

7. *Profit from a greenback? (4)
8. *Requests that jobs be
done topless (4)
11. *Command the
macho outing (7)

CROSSWORD
BY D.W.

12. Higgs' elusive particle (5)
13. SMS (3)
Down

1. Pulsate (1)

– Catherine Wood
(With thanks to the Times and Walter Benjamin)

First correct entry
receives a prize.
Send to:
South Sydney Crossword
PO Box 3288, Redfern
NSW 2016
* Denotes cryptic clue

WORDPLAY
Creative Writing Group
Woolpack Hotel Redfern,
229 Chalmers Street, Redfern
6-8pm Wed, May 2 & 16.
Phone Andrew on 8399 3410
All welcome
last month's solution

2. *Takes off when noblemen
flip heads (9)
3. Aussie PM not fit
for SLS club? (4)
4. Short-lived (9)
5. Tinge (3)

9. *Articulated bread (5)
10. *Player talks of
obscene art (4)
11. Horde (3)

For translation visit www.dharug.dalang.com.au
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SSH advertising works:

"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community.
Interest has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Lindeman, Food Distribution Network, Waterloo

BABANA

BABANA

Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday, May 25
Souths on Chalmers 12-2pm
Babana Shed open Mon-Fri
(72 Renwick St, Redfern)
Contact: Mark Spinks 0411 282 917

Uniting Churches

Redfern

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds,
sexual orientations and identities.
Peace with justice, integrity
of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church

REDWatch

Cnr St Johns Rd
& Colbourne Ave Glebe
Worship Sun 6 for 6.15pm
‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate
candlelit concerts Thu 8pm
Huw Luscombe 9518 9413

Meetings first Thursday
of the month at The Factory
Community Centre.
Phone Geoffrey Turnbull
(02) 8004 1490.

Swimming Upstream

free

Would you like to participate in a storytelling and weaving
artwork initiative for ASCA’s national day 2012?

shuttle bus services
FREE shuttle bus services now run from Redfern to Broadway
shops via the RPA Hospital; and from Woolloomooloo to Redfern
via Paddy’s Market and St Vincent’s.
These FREE buses are available to all City Of Sydney residents
and operate:
Thursday and Friday of each week.
For more information and timetables please
call 9319 4439 or visit www.ssct.org.au

South Sydney Uniting Church in association with ASCA (Adults
Surviving Child Abuse) is planning a special presentation in
addition to its usual November prayer service. This initiative
seeks to facilitate members of the community coming together
to help untangle the knot of child abuse.
There are different ways in which you can be involved:
• c ome along and weave blue ribbons into origami fish including
any words or messages at SSUC, 56a Raglan Street Waterloo,
on Saturday May 5, 2-5pm
• s hare aspects of your story for anonymous presentation by
calling Alana Valentine 0416 003 798
The telling of stories and weaving together of communities helps
us unite in bringing messages of hope and recovery.

Day Spa Fundraiser

Facials, nails, pampering …
Sample quality hair & beauty products
(Nu-Skin) in lead-up to Mother’s Day.
Saturday, May 5, from 10am at South Sydney
Uniting Church,
56a Raglan St, Waterloo
(phone Norma on 0404 094 249).
Fundraiser for church hall refurbishments
– help us to clean, paint and install solar
hot water for guests of the Garden Shelter
accommodation service.
Entry: $10.

Email mail@redwatch.org.au

This course is designed for those who would like to volunteer with,
mentor, or companion people in need. This may include wanting
support in Cana home spaces, crisis care, prison, social enterprise,
or work environment.
Professional support will be provided by a range of guest speakers and
skilled facilitators relating to each topic. The expertise of lived experience
will be brought to the gathering by each participant. Topics will
include: Communication, relational styles & community engagement,
Homelessness & related issues.

Newtown Mission

Waterloo
Recycling
Workshop

280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements
9519 9000

Workshop and market open Fridays
9am-12pm.

Paddington Uniting Church

Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo
(lower car park).
Affordable furniture and
household goods.
Donations gladly received (no white
goods
or electrical apps).
Volunteers welcome
(phone Naomi on 0407 576 098)

Mentoring & Support
Training Program ~ May 2012
Presented by Cana Communities

Leichhardt University Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt
(near Norton St)
Worship 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

Dates: 	Tuesday nights in May (1st, 8th, 22nd, 29th)
Location: 	The Garden Shelter, South Sydney Uniting Church,
56a Raglan St, Waterloo
Time:
6-8pm
Enquiries: to anne.jordan@tpg.com.au
Cost: 	Delivering a course such as this incurs some costs.
A donation box will be provided on the night & any
contribution greatly appreciated. Cost should not prevent
anyone from participating. If you would prefer to make a
tax-deductible donation, please visit: www.cana.org.au/.

395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm
1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point
Worship 10am,
Bible Study 5pm Sunday
Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Jamie Parker MP
State Member for Balmain

Kristina Keneally MP
State Member for Heffron

Clover Moore MP
State Member for Sydney

Carmel Tebbutt MP
State Member for Marrickville

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction
NSW 2022

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville
NSW 2204

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9369 5221
F: 02 9369 5225

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9558 9000
F: 02 9558 3653

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Alexandria Rovers
kick off Season 2012
Perry Johnson

To the joy of hundreds of kids
across the inner city, all Alexandria
Rovers teams competed in Round 1 of
the new season last Sunday, April 15.
We had kids of all ages and sizes, in
some cases playing their first games
of footy, all eager to impress their
families and club supporters who
were out en masse to support the
mighty cerise and blue.
The Rovers this year are fielding
13 teams in the South Sydney Junior
League and all 13 teams looked a
million dollars in their brand new
jumpers, shorts and socks, from the
young boys and girls in the Under 5s all
the way to the open-aged A-grade team.
The pride of our club each and
every year are all our kids teams.
There is something comforting
watching boys and girls run around
on a Sunday morning – enjoying the

Physical Culture participants at Darlington School Photo: Andrea Srisurapon

Hall of champions
Lyn Turnbull

DARLINGTON: Physical Culture, or
“physie” as it has been known by
generations of Australian girls, is a
combination of aerobics, ballet, modern
dance and gymnastics performed to
music. It’s a competitive sport with
both individual and team competitions
each year.
Kathy Homan was known as “Miss
Kathy” to a couple of generations of
little girls who attended South Sydney
Physical Culture Club. The club was
started in 1988 by Kathy who was

associated with the club until the end
of her life last year. She was a former
member of the British Ballet Organisation
and an aerobics champion. Under her
leadership South Sydney club, which
was based at South Sydney Leagues
Club for many years, had considerable
success in interclub competitions. Many
of her students won the coveted title of
Champion Girl.
On Monday April 23, at Darlington
School hall where the club now holds
its classes, an enthusiastic bunch
of little 5 and 6 year olds was the
first class of the night. With various
degrees of determination or dreaminess

they followed their teacher Karlie’s
movements trying to remember which
way they needed to step next as they
attempted to keep up to the beat of the
music. Later, as they were doing their
floor routines, being encouraged to point
their toes, one of them protested, “But
I’m pointing them so hard it hurts”.
Karlie and a number of the older girls
who drifted in for their classes later in the
evening were pupils of Miss Kathy from
the age of 3 or 4. They spoke warmly of
their memories of her dedicated teaching
and the routines she choreographed for
them. The club now runs classes for all
S
ages through to ladies. 

DUNBAR ROVERS
BRINGS JUNIOR SOCCER
TO THE NCIE, REDFERN
There will be no charge for the program, which is designed to bring soccer
football to the local kids, so come along and give football a go with our qualified
coaches who know how to make the game fun whilst learning the beautiful
skills of the game.
When: Each Sunday commencing May 6, from 10am–11am
Where: NCIE, 180 George Street, Redfern
Attire: Shorts, t-shirt, football boots or trainers
Bring: Water bottle, smile
Provided: Qualified coaching, all balls & equipment, fun
Dunbar Rovers FC is one of the leading amateur football clubs in the
Eastern Suburbs and this year has started playing many home games at the
NCIE on Sundays. Please view our website www.dunbarrovers.com
The Dunbar Juniors program will be directed by Renato Jelen, a Brazilian youth
coach who specialises in the development of kid’s football in Sydney.
Dunbar Rovers is developing its football relationship with the local community
by providing an opportunity for local kids through a professionally co-ordinated
program sponsored by Link Market Services as part of Link’s Youth Mentoring
Program to use sport as a positive life influence.
To register your child’s participation in the program please
email gerry@tcf.net.au OR register at the NCIE reception desk.
If you have any questions please call the Dunbar Juniors
co-ordinator Gerry Frittmann on 0413 647 664.

outdoors, getting some exercise, and,
most importantly, having fun and
not worrying what the scoreboard is
showing.
As the mighty Rovers enter their 64th
season, it’s with pride that the most
successful sporting club in the inner
city is on a surge with playing numbers.
Registrations this year are up over 135
per cent on last season and a whopping
570 per cent on five years ago, and it’s
fair to say that the families both old and
new have all embraced the Rovers club
as their own. The club is kicking goals
both on the field and off the field in the
local business community.
The club is reliant on the goodwill of
local businesses as all are volunteers at
the club, and again it’s great to see local
businesses, both big and small, getting
S
behind their local footy team.
For more info on the mighty Rovers,
check out the club’s official website:
www.alexandriarovers.com.au

RAVENS
RUNNING
GROUP

The Ravens meet
Saturdays 7am and
Sundays 5pm on the
corner of Raglan Street
and Botany Road in
Waterloo. All welcome!
Phone Adrian on
9690 1427.

Dunbar Rovers Football Club wishes to announce
the commencement of its fully sponsored junior’s
football development program for girls and boys
aged 4 to 10 to be held each Sunday morning
at the National Centre of Indigenous Excellence
(NCIE) in Redfern.

