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Bruce Wardley

WATERLOO: After months of 
indecision, support is growing 
for a Sydney Metro station right 
in the heart of the Waterloo 
public housing estate.  

The NSW Government has 
proposed a new Metro railway 
station at either Waterloo or the 
University of Sydney as part of the 
Sydney Metro City and Southwest 
rail project which was formerly 
known as Sydney Rapid Transit. 

Once a final decision is made 
the Government says it will work 
together with the community and 
other stakeholders to deliver an 
integrated transport solution.

With a decision on the preferred 
station imminent, Urban Growth 
the planning authority responsible 
for the Central to Eveleigh project 
sees benefits in both options. Troy 
Daly, Project Director for Urban 
Growth says “If Waterloo is chosen 
for the new station, we could renew 
public housing in the area with a 
mix of affordable housing choices.

“Waterloo is within the study area 
of the Central to Eveleigh project and 
will affect a large area of government 
owned land that has public housing.”

REDWatch spokesperson, 
Geoffrey Turnbull, says plans for 
a station at Waterloo seem to be 
centred on Regent Street, south 
of Raglan Street adjacent to the 
Waterloo public housing estate.

Mr Turnbull says Urban 
Growth is justifying the Waterloo 
option on the basis that it 
would enable a substantial 
increase in housing density on 

existing public housing land. 
“They are claiming that if you put 

a station there you can put in a lot 
of new housing development and 
service a lot more people around 
Waterloo and Green Square.”

Transport Minister, Andrew 
Constance is encouraging community 
feedback as part of the early planning 
process and invites residents to 
make submissions on the project 
until July 17. A Transport for NSW 
information Centre will be open 
weekdays between 9am and 5pm 
at 388 George Street, Sydney.

A project overview document 
has been prepared to help with 
community feedback. Submissions 
can be emailed to sydneymetro@
transport.nsw.gov.au, or sent 
by post to Sydney Metro City 
& Southwest, PO Box K659, 
Haymarket, NSW 1240.  S

For more information on the Sydney Metro 

project go to www.sydneymetro.info/home  

or call 1800 171 386.  

Urban Growth is also seeking feedback 

at www.engage.centraltoeveleigh.com.au

Love Makes a Way 
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Sydney Uni station may meet its Waterloo

On May 31, over one thousand people rallied in Taylor Square in support of a free vote on Labor's same-sex marriage bill, introduced by Opposition Leader Bill Shorten on Monday June 1.  

The US Supreme Court ruled in favour of same-sex marriage on June 26, encouraging optimism in the marriage equality movement for a similar change in Australia.    Photo: Claire Mahjoub
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interaction, inclusion and care. 
We want and hope to continue to 
contribute to the community well 
into the future,” Ms Sequeira said.

Manager Peter Ince thanked 
volunteers from Redfern (FDN’s 
former premises) and Botany. 
“To those who did come over 
and to the new recruits who have 
joined our ranks this year I say 
thank you for your dedication and 
commitment to our wonderful 
cause,” he said. “It was important 
to retain the current client numbers 
and to increase our clientele over 
the autumn and winter months. 
This has been achieved through 
mailbox drops and liaising with 
external agencies … FDN currently 
services in excess of 270 clients.”

Mr Ince, too, spoke about the 
onset of the NDIS. “This should be 
a conduit for making sure that the 
organisation is ready and, more 

importantly, is fully equipped 
and able to meet the stringent 
requirements of the scheme. It 
will also help to place us at the 
forefront of like services so that we 
are the premier and most attractive 
choice for all clients to receive 
their fresh produce,” he said.

One client made particular 
mention of FDN’s revamped 
bi-monthly newsletter which features 
good nutritional advice, interesting 
and easy to prepare recipes, an 
absorbing quiz and “excellent jokes”.

Guest speaker Kelly Smith 
highlighted the shared values 
and concerns of the partner 
organisations. Secondbite and FDN 
are committed to providing a healthy 
variety of fruit and vegetables to 
those in need. Both see the value of 
home visits and social interaction for 
those with mobility or other issues. 
Both seek to reduce food waste. 

NSW produces 800,000 tonnes of 
food waste each year ($12 billion 
worth of waste according to www.
lovefoodhatewaste.nsw.gov.au).

Attendees were encouraged to 
think creatively about their use of 
the fruit and vegies in a typical box 
from FDN. Suggestions included 
salads, sandwiches, roasts, stir fries, 
soups and smoothies. Ms Smith 
assured the meeting that fruit and 
vegies could be stored safely for 
many days, “brown spots” removed 
as necessary, and “limp” vegies 
used to make soup or freshened-up 
in a bowl of cold water. “Fruits and 
vegetables won’t ever make you sick 
unless they’re mouldy,” she said.

The AGM concluded with 
refreshments, tea and coffee. S 

For more information or enquiries about 

sponsorship and volunteering contact 

Peter Ince: manager@fdn.org.au

FDN Manager Peter Ince presents his report to the AGM   Photo: Kat Hines

ANDREW COLLIS

BOTANY: THE Food Distribution 
Network (FDN) held its Annual 
General Meeting on Wednesday 
October 29. The guest speaker 
for the meeting was Kelly Smith, 
Nutrition Programs Co-ordinator for 
Secondbite, with whom FDN shares 
premises in Margate Street, Botany.

The AGM was attended by staff, 
Management Committee members, 
clients, volunteers and supporters. 
All expressed commitment to FDN’s 
values and objectives – the care and 
wellbeing of people who are aged 
or frail or living with a disability.

Phyllis Sequeira, FDN President, 
spoke of challenges ahead in relation 
to the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS). “We are currently 
in the process of completing an 
application for Disability Service 
Standards Accreditation,” she 
said. “Achievement of the Home 
And Community Care (HACC) 
standards and the Disability Service 
Standards will put us in a good 
position to be eligible for ongoing 
government funding, as well as 
ensure that we are continually 
reviewing and improving our 
systems and operational processes 
in line with best practice.”

Under the NDIS, clients with 
a disability will be allocated 
funding packages directly, and 
organisations like FDN will have 
to compete to provide services. 
“We understand that transitional 
funding will be available to us until 
June 2016,” Ms Sequeira said. 

The FDN Management 
Committee has been exploring 
various marketing initiatives, 
started to identify alternative 
funding sources and partnerships 
and has commenced applying for 
community grants. An updated 
three-year Strategic Plan has been 
published at www.fdn.org.

“Feedback from our clients 
indicates that they continue to find 
our offering unique and valuable to 
their diet, overall health and social 

Fresh approach to caring for people in need
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Victoria Pearson

GLEBE: MiniSter for Social 
Housing, Brad Hazzard, has 
announced the Cowper Street site 
of the Glebe Affordable Housing 
Project site will be divided 
into both private and social 
dwellings, with construction 
set to begin early 2016.

Mr Hazzard said he believes 
the development will have a 
positive response from all sides:

“I have no doubt the Cowper 
Street housing development will be 
very popular with people eligible 
for social housing, those key 
workers who pay discounted rent 
through the affordable housing 
component, and for private buyers.”

The Department of Family and 

Community Services estimates 
that social housing on the lot will 
be boosted by 15 percent, despite 
plans to sell half the land to private 
developers. The development aims 
to increase the number of social 
housing dwellings from 134 (the 
1960s Cowper Street estate) to 
153 under the new proposal.

The decision to subdivide the lot 
into 495 new dwellings has been 
met with recent controversy. Many 
local tenancy advocacy groups are 
protesting plans to develop 247 
homes for the private market, as 
well as 153 social housing units, and 
95 homes for low-income earners.

Member for Balmain, Jamie 
Parker, says that the increase 
in residences doesn’t equate to 
an increase in capacity for the 
site: “The Government claims 

they are increasing the amount 
of public housing by 15 percent. 
They are increasing the amount 
of dwellings, but these are one 
bedroom dwellings. Whereas the 
dwellings on the previous site 
were two and three bedrooms. 

“So this is a net reduction in 
the amount of public housing 
when it’s urgently needed and the 
government should be focused 
of providing public housing, 
rather than making dollars 
from a development site,” Mr. 
Parker said. “It’s remarkable that 
this development will actually 
provide less public housing 
than the previous site.”

The current plan involves the 
transfer of funds made from the 
sale of the private housing blocks 
to subsidise the cost of the social 

housing units. A campaign for 
expression of interest for the sale 
of two blocks of land for private 
dwellings is about to begin. 

The announcement has received 
the support of Lord Mayor Clover 
Moore, who says the city needs to 
consider alternate forms of large 
scale social housing funding. This 
includes “partnerships among 
private developers, institutional 
investors, the not-for-profit 
sector and governments”.

Mr Hazzard says the development 
will encourage greater diversity 
into the area that will benefit the 
residents: “This project transforms 
what was previously a concentrated 
social housing area into a socially 
mixed community and creates the 
conditions to give many people 
better opportunities in life.” S

Civil works underway at Cowper Street

Then call us on 8399-3661
We can help you

Do you have loose, ill-fitting, 
ugly looking Dentures?

Shop 2, 138-142 Botany Rd, Alexandria, nSw 2015 • T 02 8399 3661
reception@densindente.com.au • www.densindente.com.au

Artist impression of the site   Photo: Supplied
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Bruce Wardley

CoMPACt APArtMentS with 
shared living spaces have emerged 
as the main affordable housing 
option in the controversial Central 
to eveleigh Corridor Project.

The Central to Eveleigh 
project was discussed and 
debated at a community forum 
at Carriageworks last month 
with two hundred in attendance, 
including a number of young people 
recruited by UrbanGrowth. 

REDWatch convenor, Michael 
Shreenan said some people 
appeared to be missing from the 
forum including those from public 
housing. Mr Shreenan praised 
UrbanGrowth for making the effort 
to hold the forum but said there 
had been little capacity building 
with local residents beforehand. 

“Nearly three quarters of 
participants were home owners,” 
said Mr Shreenan, “when in Waterloo 
78 percent of residents are renters 
and 58 percent in Redfern. While it 
is good to capture as many views 
as possible, it is also important 
to ensure they are informed 

views and that the community 
is actually being given time to 
digest what is being proposed.”

Another forum participant and 
REDwatch member, Geoffrey 
Turnbull, said, “Engagement is a bit 
more than putting on a forum.”

UrbanGrowth NSW Chief 
Executive David Pitchford believes 
community groups have important 
local knowledge and has undertaken 
to continue to meet with them 
throughout the planning process.

“There is a clear message coming 
through,” says Mr Pitchford, 
“that the local community wants 
affordable housing including compact 
apartments for young people with 
shared spaces, and flexible floor plans. 

“We want to find the smartest 
way to increase the amount of 
subsidised affordable housing and 
introduce new moderate income 
models to increase supply.”

Mr Shreenan argues that some 
people even struggle to pay the 
current rents for public housing. 
“Today’s market is not affordable for 
some low income families and I am 
not convinced compact apartments 
are the Holy Grail for affordable 
housing. There is a lot of evidence 

world-wide that the potential health 
risks, including mental health 
can outweigh any benefits.”

“The area already struggles 
with housing density. If they can 
fix the current congestion issues 
then the community would be 
more open to the inevitable density 
increase coming our way.”

Compact apartments also worry 
Mr Turnbull. “I think there is a 
place for smaller apartments under 

the control of an affordable housing 
provider where the rental can be 
more closely linked to income.”

Ten priorities have been identified 
for the Central to Eveleigh project 
including the renewal of Redfern 
Station and more green streets 
and pathways to connect parks, 
public spaces and schools. 

Planners have also promised more 
rail crossings, less traffic congestion, 
better access for pedestrians and 

cyclists; more shops, services and 
cultural areas around Redfern 
Station; a focus on knowledge based 
industries, more exercise areas, a 
strong arts community, a mix of 
housing from high rise to two-storey; 
and affordable housing to allow long 
term residents to stay in the area. S

A discussion paper is available online and 

an online portal has been launched at 

www.engage.centraltoeveleigh.com.au

Putting the squeeze 
on public housing

PhiliPPa clark

EVELEIGH: i’M travelling to 
7 Carriageworks Way, City West 
Housing’s newest affordable housing 
development. “it’s not on Google 
Maps yet,” advises my interviewee. 
(Shock horror! How do i find it?)

Alice Anderson lives on the fourth 
floor, in a cosy apartment with a 
sunny north-west facing outlook. 
We settle in with a cup of tea.

Alice has been living here since 
March. After finishing her university 
degree, she wanted to become more 
financially independent, but couldn’t 
afford to move out of her parents’ 
home on the entry-level wage in 
her chosen field. Thankfully, her 
application to City West Housing 
was successful, and she moved in 
just after the apartments opened, 
only a few days after starting her 
new job at a disability employment 
services provider in Redfern.

“I love living in the inner city, 
and being able to walk to work and 
social things,” says Alice. She’s also 
grateful for the housing security 
that City West Housing provides. If 
she were to lose her job and start 
relying on welfare payments, her 

rent would be adjusted accordingly 
while she was looking for work. 

There’s much diversity in the 
six-storey block, which is made 
up of one, two and three bedroom 
apartments. While most of the 
residents are workers, there’s a 
mix of young and old, families 
with children, and people from 
non-English speaking backgrounds. 
Everyone has access to shared 
amenities like bike racks, barbecues 
and a rooftop community garden. 
When we visit the garden, not 
much is growing, but we are 
treated to a fabulous view over 
Sydney and the airport. Alice 
likes how the designers have 
retained the “industrial feel” 
of the surrounding area.

Things could be about to change, 
though, as UrbanGrowth has 
flagged its intentions to sell the 
surrounding land to developers. 
Alice is concerned that once 
the land is sold off, sustainable 
planning principles will be lost. 

I ask her how housing policy 
could be improved. “Obviously, 
we need more affordable housing.” 
Alice is happy here for now, but 
she wants to have the option of 
one day owning a home if her life 

circumstances change. She also 
believes a different approach to 
public housing is necessary. In her 
work she encounters many people 
who are living in government 
housing. “The majority of them 
dislike it, and it creates ghettos,” she 
says. Alice is unhappy that people 
with similar issues, like mental 
illness and drug and alcohol abuse, 
are forced to live together, which 
often leads to conflict. “Diversity 
is the key to a healthy community. 
All housing throughout Sydney 

should be as diverse as possible.”
Currently, under the UrbanGrowth 

Affordable Housing Contributions 
Plan, for a development to be 
approved in the area the developer 
must provide funding for affordable 
housing equal to the cost of 1.25 
percent of the floor space of their 
development. Alice thinks this 
percentage should be much higher, 
around 10 percent, and more if the 
development is on public land.

And what does she think of Joe 
Hockey’s now infamous comments 

AppeTiTe CAfe  
82 RegenT ST, RedfeRn 
TeL 9699 4069
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Alice Anderson   Photo: Pip Clark

Stuart gibb, Community development Manager, Urban growth   Photo: Bruce Wardley

Alice in the 
wonderland 
of affordable 
housing

on housing affordability that young 
people should just get a good job? 
“The mind boggles.” S
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Dean Tomaras

REDFERN: An area in the midst of 
profound and lasting change. The 
recent acquisition of Surry Hills 
Shopping Village by Chinese investors 
sets an exciting precedent for many in 
Redfern. This tired old marketplace 
at 399 Cleveland Street stands to be 
transformed into a multi-storey, luxury 
apartment building, potentially holding 
300 apartments. 

Presently, this lot is classified as 
general residential construction. 
Pending Council approval, the Chinese 
buyers seek to convert it to a mixed use 
development, allowing a greater variety 
of economic activity to take place there. If 
approved, this project represents a major 
step forward in Redfern’s development 
into an influential economic hub.

The restoration of Surry Hills Shopping 

Village is part of the transformation of 
Redfern to accommodate the refined 
tastes of a wealthier community. 
However the question remains, how 
well does this suit the interests of the 
current community? 

James Gorman’s article in the May 
issue of Central Sydney opened up 
discussion of the development of 399 
Cleveland Street to the public. Feedback 
indicated that the matter is divisive. 
While some welcome this development 
as a vitalisation of a tired economy, 
others have raised questions as to what 
this means for the elderly and public 
housing communities. 

Seeking more conclusive answers, 
I looked to grassroots perspectives of 
people from a variety of socio-economic 
backgrounds. 

Ann Schneider, a local bar manager 
of twenty years, has witnessed Redfern’s 
turbulent history, its calmer periods, and 

now its steady rise into a new cultural 
hub. She awaits this development with 
optimism: “Redfern’s economy is the 
priority for me, even more important 
than keeping its character. 

“There m ight be a problem 
considering that the Chinese aren’t 
aware – first hand – of the social impact 
of their investment. But change has to 
be made here and they’re the only ones 
with the money to make it happen. There 
will be more work, better facilities, and 
a richer culture.”

Mark Hopkins, a local man of 
Aboriginal heritage and community 
housing resident, has expressed some 
disdain for this project. 

“All this property development is 
going on and yet the roads are all the 
same, there’s still plenty of rubbish in 
the streets. 

“They reckon they’re improving 
Redfern, but they’re replacing it slowly, 

for money, not for the people.”
Such remarks put this development 

into perspective. Foreign investment 
may lead to an impressive skyline, but 
the roots of Redfern are ignored. 

Lucy Smith, a British business 
designer who has recently taken up 
residence in Redfern, had a fresh 
perspective to offer on the situation.

“Society is here to lift up the less 
fortunate, not to pretend they don’t exist. 
We can’t just sweep them to the side, we 
need to integrate them.” 

Such luxury real-estate developments 
suggest that there is little consideration 
being given regarding the future of 
Redfern’s public housing community. 
The investment in Surry Hills Shopping 
Village indicates the rise of a new 
Redfern, a hub of wealth and culture 
occupied exclusively by the well-to-do, 
and a growing disregard for the interests 
of Redfern’s less prosperous. S

Can development build community and commerce? 

New accommodation available to students

VENDOR PROFILE

ADLA
My name is Adla. I was born in 
Palestine but moved to Kuwait 
with my family in 1967. We stayed 
there until we were forced to 
move to Jordan in 1991 because 
of the war. 

In 1994, I came to Australia to 
visit my sister who immigrated 
in 1992 with her family. When I 
arrived I was surprised by the 
country, the environment, the 
weather, and the society where 
different people lived in harmony 
under law and human rights. 

I decided to join this wonderful 
country by applying for refugee 
status. After my application was 
accepted by the Department of 
Immigration I was so happy to 
be here as an Australian citizen 
raising our great flag and holding 
an Australian passport. 

Since I touched down on 
Australia’s golden soil I have 
been treated as any other 
Australian regardless of my 
background, religion, and skin 
colour. I found justice, fairness, 
equality, and respect for my 
religious beliefs as a Muslim 
woman wearing a hijab. I found 
that I could vote, my human and 
women’s rights are respected 
and I have the support of all 
departments of the Australian 
Government. 

In 2006 I got married to a 
lovely man who joined me as an 
immigrant. We are grateful to 
Australia for all the benefits we 
have received.

I joined The Big Issue in 2011. 
It was the first job where I 
found myself in a multicultural 
environment which gave me 
confidence and experience to get 
other jobs. The Big Issue helps 
women like me to be employed 
instead of suffering from a lack 
of skills feeling worthless to 
the community. I believe if the 
community helps The Big Issue 
magazine by taking out a yearly 
subscription it will help more 
women to stay off the street.   

Life here has been wonderful and 
I hope it continues for ever.

– Adla works at The Big Issue in 
both the Women’s Subscription 
Enterprise and the WSE Call 
Centre selling and packing 
subscriptions.

If you or anyone you know 
could benefit from becoming a 
vendor for The Big Issue, please 
contact the Sydney office for 
more information:  
125-127 Little Eveleigh St. 
Redfern; phone 8332 7200; 
email sydney@bigissue.org.au

PhoTo By Samuel Clark

The Big Issue is Australia’s 
leading social enterprise. 
It is an independent, not
forprofit organisation that 
develops solutions to help 
homeless, disadvantaged 
and marginalised people 
positively change their lives. 
The Big Issue magazine is 
published fortnightly and sold 
on the streets by vendors who 
purchase copies for $3 and 
sell them for $6, keeping the 
difference.

to find out more visit: 
thebigissue.org.au 

COMMENT
michael spence

In A city that is short on accommodation 
and where students often struggle with 
the high cost of living, I am thrilled 
that the University of Sydney is in 
able to offer more than 800 residents 
brand new, affordable rooms in the 
refurbished Queen Mary Building on 
the corner of Grose and Church Streets 
in Camperdown.

I am a lso del ighted that the 
works were completed ahead of 
time, minimising disruption to our 
neighbours and ensuring that the rooms 
will be ready for students for our second 
semester this year. We are grateful to 
the people of Camperdown, who have 
been patient and understanding during 
the construction period.

The days of resident medical staff 
are gone, but with increasing numbers 
of international students — as well as 
those from the country or interstate 
— it is great to be able to repurpose 
an existing building that was once 
the home of many of Sydney’s nurses, 

who worked at the nearby Royal Prince 
Alfred Hospital. The nurses’ quarters, 
which were built in 1956, had stood 
vacant since 2002.

As student accommodation, the 
Queen Mary Building will breathe new 
life into the area. Instead of a “ghost 
skyscraperˮ, as I found it referred to 
on one website, it will be filled with 
talented young people, who will no 
doubt be seen out shopping and eating 
in the local streets. 

The students will be accommodated 
in well-appointed rooms with all the 
facilities they need, including separate 
study rooms, communal living and 
entertainment areas, and even sound-
proof music rooms where they can 
practise to their hearts’ content. There is 
also a roof-top garden with a wonderful 
view of the Sydney skyline.

As we continue to commemorate the 
centenary of the First World War, I am 
proud that the building honours the 
many women graduates of the University 
who served in a medical capacity during 
World War I. Their contribution can 
sometimes be forgotten, but naming 
the meeting rooms in the facility after 
these wonderful women both recognises 

them and keeps them front of mind both 
now and in the future.  

The common space features a 
magnificent mural, recognising and 
celebrating Aboriginal heritage and 
culture, and acknowledging the 
traditional owners of the land on which 
the Queen Mary Building stands. 

The Queen Mary Building is being 
managed by Campus Living Villages, 
which will also manage the new 200-bed 
Abercrombie Student Accommodation 
development. Applications for both are 
now open. S

For more information visit 

 www.sydney.edu.au/new-accommodation  

Authorised by Michael Spence, 

Vice-Chancellor of the University of 

Sydney. Contact Details – Security & 

After Hours: 1800 063 487 (24/7). 

Enquiries: 9114 0523; local.community@

sydney.edu.au/leadership.

A future volunteer at Glebe Fire Station Open Day, May 30.    Photo: Claire Mahjoub

The redeveloped Queen Mary Building in Camperdown   Photo: Supplied  
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Don’t Pocket Our Pension
Recently my colleague Jenny Macklin, Shadow 

Minister for Families and Payments, visited the 

electorate to speak at a forum on Tony Abbott’s 

changes to pensions. Standing in a packed 

room of the Redfern Community Centre in the 

middle of a rainy day, it was clear that this is 

an issue that is important our community.

After a year of relentless campaigning with 

the community, Labor shamed the Abbott 

Government into dropping its unfair cuts 

to pension indexation that would have 

seen pensions cut by $80 a week over the 

next decade.

But the fight isn’t over. Despite promising 

“no changes to the pension” the night before 

the election, Tony Abbott’s plan for pensions 

is clear. To make matters worse, the Greens 

have now done a deal to pass his $1.3 billion 

cuts through the parliament.

Around 330, 000 part-pensioners are set to 

lose under these changes. This includes couples 

who will lose as much as $14,000 and single 

pensioners who could lose more than $8,000.

Pensioners with as little as $289,500 in assets 

will lose because of this cut. The assets test 

includes your super, car, caravan, jewellery, 

hobby collections and more.

Within ten years, more than half of all new 

retirees will be affected by this cut. In addition 

to this, Tony Abbott still wants seniors to work 

until they are 70, giving Australia the oldest 

retirement age in the developed world.

Only Labor will vote against pension cuts.

To find out what these cuts might mean 

for you or your family, and to add your 

name to our campaign visit  

www.dontpocketourpension.com.au

Tanya Plibersek

anne camac & laura Buzo

Children don’t miss a thing, especially when 
it comes to something being up with Mum or 
Dad. When mental illness impacts on a parent, 
a change in their behaviour can be mystifying 
and terrifying. Routines will likely be disrupted 
and the stress experienced by parents can be 
absorbed by the child.

 

The best case scenario for children with a 

mentally ill parent is having another loving 

parent and extended family members who will 

care for them during the illness. Telling the child 

in basic terms about the parent’s illness and the 

need for them to have treatment in order to get 

better is generally the best policy. It encourages 

the child’s resilience and helps them to 

understand that the illness is not anyone’s 

fault. Parenting can be a challenge even for the 

mentally healthy, and this challenge increases 

when someone is struggling to keep their own 

life under control. It is rare for children to be 

placed in danger by their mentally ill parent, but 

it can happen if a parent is psychotic and we 

must never shy away from that.

Sadly for some children, there is no other 

stable family member to pick up the slack. 

These children may end up becoming the carers 

for their ill parents and younger siblings, may 

not feel comfortable leaving their parent to go 

to school and may fear the repercussions of 

telling anyone about the seriousness of their 

home situation. 

There are some supports available for children 

of parents with a mental illness. Most public 

Mental Health Services employ a “COPMI” 

worker, usually to provide counselling, education 

and support to children of the service’s patients. 

In recent years, some high profile 

Australians have begun to share their stories 

as the silence surrounding mental illness is 

gradually broken down. 

Australian writer Biff Ward recently 

published an incredible memoir called In my 

Mother’s Hands. In its pages are the stories 

of Biff’s mother’s chronic schizophrenia at a 

time when treatment options were primitive. 

Heartbreakingly, Biff’s older sister, baby 

Alison, was left solely in her mentally ill 

mother’s care in infancy and drowned in the 

bath at age four months. However, when the 

next baby was born, Biff’s father was smart 

enough to call a female relative to come and 

live with them, supporting Mrs Ward with the 

baby. This support ensured the second baby’s 

survival. One can’t help wondering whether 

the lives of this family might have turned out 

very differently had they access to modern 

psychiatry and mental health support.. S 

www.copmi.net.au   Lifeline 13 11 14 

Between them, Anne and Laura have over 30 years of 

experience as mental health professionals. That said, this 

column is not intended to replace professional advice when 

it is needed.

MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS

Children of Parents with a Mental Illness (COPMI)

Bruce Wardley

reConCiliAtion PArk in George 
Street, redfern, now boasts a 
metal tree house with a spinning 
drop-zone, updated play equipment, 
widened pathways and extensive 
new landscaping after a $600,000 
makeover.

Lord Mayor Clover Moore officially 
opened the park with Aboriginal 
elders and representatives from the 
park planning committee.

She said she was delighted that 
Reconciliation Park was now a 
much better place for kids and their 

parents. “The tree house beneath 
the shade of a tree and a slide and 
swings are brilliant additions, while 
parents can now enjoy better seating 
with better views across the park.”

The renewal project followed a 
public consultation process that 
began when 33 Darlington Primary 
School students made more than 500 
suggestions for the park.

While 14 of the park’s trees were 
preserved, seven along its perimeter 
had to be removed to make way 
for the community garden and a 
safer entrance to the community 
space at the junction of George and 
James streets.

The prominent “Think Globally 
Act Locally” mural along the side 
of the park was fenced off and 
protected during the construction 
works. It was painted in the early 
eighties by the Public Art Squad, 
which pioneered community murals 
in Australia.

The park was named 
Reconciliation Park in recognition 
of the special place and culture of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples as the First Australians.  S

For more information about the history 

of Reconciliation Park go online to  

www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/learn

Makeover for Reconciliation Park
Reconciliation park this weekend after the City’s upgrade.   Photo: Supplied   
(inset) Lord Mayor Clover Moore and Uncle Stephen Williams (Wiradjuri people) at the official opening.   Photo: Bruce Wardley   
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Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure 
Psychology

UrbAn nAtUre wellbeing centre 
216 enmore rd (cnr edgewAre rd) 

enmore nsw 2042

caring, confidential psychological services 
to help you deal with life’s difficulties

bulk billing available on referral from gP

contact elizabeth munro on 0408 612 808  
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

262 Abercrombie St, DArlington
Ph: 9698 8677   oPen 7 DAyS
mon-Fri 7Am-5Pm    SAt-Sun 8Am-4Pm

triPoD cAFetriPoD cAFe

FAITH
 

andreW collis

DeSPite A long and complex 
inter-relationship it is frequently 
said that art and religion don’t 
mix. this is the case especially 
for protestant and modernist 
institutions and cultures, the former 
marked by suspicion of images, 
the latter by rejection of faith.

A recent conference at Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
“Between Two Worlds”, saw 400 
Christian artists, theorists, curators, 
collectors and pastors gather for 
discussion on contemporary art 
and religion. Christians In the 
Visual Arts (CIVA), an international 
network based in Wenham, 
Massachusetts, hosts bi-annual 
conferences for members and 
associates. Keen to participate and 
make connections, I also wanted to 
report on the arts program at South 
Sydney Uniting Church, which 
includes dedicated space and time 
for art exhibitions and classes.

Delegates referred to churches 
hosting art exhibitions, as well as 
preachers and liturgists making use of 
visual material. A significant number 
of artists expressed gratitude to CIVA 
for support and encouragement over 
the years (CIVA was established 
in 1980). The example, however, 
of a church gallery alongside art 
classes – workshops in which art 
is made by local artists, including 
an artist in residence – stood out as 
something rare and sacramental.

I shared four conversations with 
four South Sydney artists on four 
sacramental themes drawn from 
the work of a theologian called 
Louis-Marie Chauvet. The four 
themes – creativity, justice, respect 
and witness – comprise a perforated 
frame within which to consider the 
nature and purpose of art in the 
context of a worshiping community.

Not just a means of mediating 
between art and religion, artistic 
practice may be a religious vocation, 
mediating between the “real” 
and the meaningful “world” of 
human life (symbols, language, 
history, culture). Artists may see 
themselves engaged in prayer, their 
practice a kind of meditation.

A church gallery can symbolise a 
faithful openness to creation, different 
cultures and diverse neighbours. As a 
space for expressions of wonder and 
praise, bewilderment and lament, it 
can serve as a window on a world 
of conflict and struggle. It can serve 

as a window on worlds other than 
Christian, Western or monotheistic.

Like the cross or mystical cloud, 
an exhibition in a church gallery can 
enact a dis-position and dispossession 
(Stanislas Breton), a suspending 
of belief and judgement (Edmund 
Husserl) in the name of a “learned 
ignorance” (Nicholas of Cusa) or 
creative unknowing. It can also 
be stimulating and enjoyable.

One of my favourite quotations 
from Chauvet stresses that theology, 
like faith more broadly, is a practice. 
Theology is not about purifying our 
concepts “in order to express God” but 
rather “the use that we make of these 
concepts … the attitude, idolatrous 
or not, they elicit from us”. Theology, 
like faith, is an ethical practice.

I have many favourite 
quotations from the four artists I 
interviewed. Here are just a few.

Jovana Terzic on creativity: “I had 
my first vision, as I call it, by a lake 
called Lake Nakuru in Kenya. The 
lake is pink because the flamingoes 
are there eating the little creatures 
in the water, and then if you look, 
you stand and it’s sand and then 
the other side it’s savanna, and 
the savanna is beautiful … It was 
like, this is Paradise, this is what 
they are talking about, we are in 
Paradise ... The vision lies behind my 
whole philosophy and my personal 
mythology that I express … I feel as 
though I’m serving in some way …”

Jovana Terzic on justice: “People 
should look at art as some kind of 
weapon for resistance. That’s how you 
resist. And also, by creating, you feel 
powerful. When you feel powerful, 
you are stronger. That’s the way it 
should be – something good that is 
used as empowerment. The essential 
fight for what is right for the soul.”

Catherine Skipper on respect: 
“The more clever you are in a 
medium, the more wicked you can 
be. In that sense, it’s easier to be 
destructive … a sort of pride, the 
pride of youth … I would like to 
think that something I’ve created is 
a reflection of the spiritual, a shared 
point between colour and the human 
soul. It should be used always with 
respect. You should be careful.”

Catherine Skipper on witness: 
“This remarkable amphibian 
[the axolotl] is currently listed as 
‘critically endangered’ as its natural 

environment is threatened by global 
climate change. There is a newness 
to the image, a picture of our time, 
a concern for physical reality, but 
also an umbra almost of a sacred 
reality (Christ) in which humanity 
and creation are in harmony, 
the ‘not yet’ but the coming.”

Blak Douglas (aka Adam Hill) on 
creativity: “I really want to dig deep 
and challenge the concept of what 
warms most people’s hearts, and the 
big question is, well, I always address 
things from a colonial perspective … 
So, for me the challenge of creativity is 
to create an analytical abstract version 
of [a subject] … Well, I’ve heard it 
many a time, it’s not really something 
I’d hang on my dining room wall, 
you know. However, it’s making an 
astute comment on where we are as 
a society … So that excites me, that 
is my drive in creating a piece.”

Blak Douglas on justice: “For me, 
the positive side is this, that the high 
school students are studying me now, 
in curriculum, are choosing to study 
me. I know that I’ve gone full circle 
in what I do and can be quite content. 
To have a former high school student 
come up to you on Abercrombie 
Street and say, ‘Excuse me, are you 
Adam Hill? I studied your art in 
school’. Well, there’s nothing that 
warms your heart more than that.”

Alana Valentine on respect: “A lack 
of utilitarianism in all aspects of our 
life is a great thing to be reminded of, 

especially in the arts, because there’s 
a myth that you can actually track 
the usefulness of everything. I can’t 
tell whether a play I wrote 20 years 
ago influenced someone to become 
something or made them not become 
something. You can’t trace that.”

Alana Valentine on witness: 
“I don’t know if my art bears witness 
to both the joy of the 'already' and the 
distress of the 'not yet' as much as the 
mystery of the process. What I want 
to say about witness is witness to the 
continuing mystery of how the process 
works, and the sort of mysterious 
nature of that grace … I understand 
what Chauvet is saying, that there’s an 
incompleteness. That’s what I’m trying 
to say about justice. You actually can 
never solve it. There’s always going to 
be the poor, there’s always going to be 
injustice. What you can do is affirm 
the resurrection, the possibility of 
resuscitation and re-creation.”  S

Crossing art and religion
cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

People should look at art as some 
kind of weapon for resistance...
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 GUEST EdITOrIAl
Frank Brennan sJ

SinCe 1967, the Constitution has 
not mentioned Aborigines or torres 
Strait islanders, the two indigenous 
peoples for whom Australia is 
home. After the High Court’s 1992 
Mabo and 1996 Wik decisions, 
the Australian Parliament needed 
to recognise land rights from 
the torres Strait to south-west 
Western Australia. Governments 
of all persuasions have learnt 
to accommodate native title. 

We Australians pride ourselves 
on extending equality under the 
law to all persons. Most of us 
accept the need for special laws 
recognising Aboriginal land rights, 
cultural heritage, and contemporary 
traditions. We also accept a 
distinctive national obligation to 
preserve Aboriginal languages.

Some Australians think equality 
under the law would be best 
maintained by ensuring that 
the Constitution is ahistorical 
and colour-blind, making no 
mention of Aborigines and Torres 
Strait Islanders. They think a 
Constitution could be drawn 
up using a Google template, not 
including anything distinctively 
Australian. So they see no need to 
amend the Australian Constitution 
as it has been since 1967. 

Others think equality under 
the law can be enhanced by 
providing recognition of that 
which is uniquely and vulnerably 
Australian – our Aboriginal 
culture, heritage, traditions, and 
relationships with country. They 
think that all Australians could 

walk taller if our Constitution 
graciously acknowledged the 
distinctive place of Aborigines 
and Torres Strait Islanders.

I am a strong advocate for 
Indigenous recognition in 
the Constitution. But what 
might that look like? And 
how is it to be achieved?

We Australians have been talking 
about this issue for a long time now. 
In 1997, the issue came into focus 
when the Howard government was 
wanting to amend the Native Title 
Act without Aborigines enjoying 
the same place at the table as they 
enjoyed when Paul Keating first 
formulated the Native Title Act. At 
that time, the Australian Parliament 
also legislated to ensure that its 
heritage protection legislation would 
no longer cover the heritage claims 
of the women from Hindmarsh 
Island. Since then, Aborigines 
have also been understandably 
upset at the mode and content 
of law- making in relation to the 
federal intervention on communities 
in the Northern Territory.

The Gillard Government set up an 
expert panel to advise a way forward. 
The Abbott Government is awaiting 
a report from a joint parliamentary 
committee. On July 6 Tony Abbott 
and Bill Shorten will meet with 40 
Aboriginal and Islander leaders. 

I am neither Aboriginal nor 
Islander. I do not envy Indigenous 
leaders deciding the best way 
forward for their people enjoying 
equality under the law. I am a non-
Indigenous Australian who thinks 
history holds some good lessons 
on the way forward. In No Small 
Change, I trace the history of the 
big policy changes which occurred 
after 1967 – from terra nullius to land 

rights, and from forced assimilation 
to self-determination. A modest 
constitutional change carried 
overwhelmingly by the Australian 
people provided the momentum for 
change. The creation of a competent 
Council for Aboriginal Affairs was 
the catalyst for change. The members 
of the Council were constantly 
frustrated that they were not given 
a statutory charter with the result 
that public servants would often be 
dismissive or obstructionist when the 
Council was seeking policy changes.

Any constitutional change with 
a real chance of success has to 
tick three boxes: it has to match 
Indigenous aspirations; it must 
be workable and not throw out 
of kilter the basic structure of the 
Constitution; and it must be in 
harmony with popular sentiment, 
not causing fear or uncertainty.

There are presently four options 
on the table for the Indigenous 
leaders preparing for their meeting 
with the Prime Minister and Leader 
of the Opposition. Other options 
may emerge. But it is useful to 
add a word about each of the four 
options presently on the table.

The Indigenous leaders can opt 
for a modest, largely symbolic 
change so that the Constitution 
contains an acknowledgment by the 
Australian people that we recognise 
Aboriginal prior occupation 
of the land, we acknowledge 
the continuing relationships 
with land, and we respect the 
continuing cultures, languages 
and heritage of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. The 
Commonwealth Parliament could 
be given power to make laws with 
respect to these things acknowledged 
by the Australian people.

They can insist that any 
referendum include a constitutional 
provision banning all racial 
discrimination. This was the 
cornerstone of the expert panel’s 
report. Noel Pearson recommended 
this provision to the expert panel of 
which he was a member. Once the 
expert panel report was published, 
Pearson abandoned the non-
discrimination clause conceding 
that it was very problematic and 
that it would have no chance of 
winning support both from the 
major political parties and from the 
Australian public. He was right. 

They can insist that any modest, 
largely symbolic change be 
complemented by the addition of a 
new body in the Constitution which 
would advise Parliament when new 
laws for Aborigines and Torres Strait 
Islanders are being considered. 
Noel Pearson recommended this 
provision when he abandoned the 
non-discrimination clause. It makes 
good sense to have such a body. In 
the past, there have been bodies 
such as the NACC, the NAC, and 
ATSIC. Now there is the National 
Congress of Australia’s First Peoples. 
I don’t think there is any way the 
Australian people would agree to put 
such a body into the Constitution 
unless it were first road-tested. The 
Congress or some new body could 
be given a statutory charter to do 
this job. If it proved successful, 
enjoying the trust and confidence of 
local Aboriginal communities, there 
would be a strong case for putting it 
in the Constitution down the track, 
but not during the life of the next 
Parliament. That would be too soon.

They can opt for no change 
to the Constitution, not being 
satisfied with a modest, largely 

symbolic change, and being 
unable to get up the proposals for 
a non-discrimination clause or a 
constitutional advisory body. They 
will be left with a Constitution 
which does not mention them.

My advice, for what little that is 
worth, would be for the Indigenous 
leaders and our parliamentary 
leaders to opt for the modest, largely 
symbolic constitutional change 
together with a statutory charter 
being given to the National Congress 
of Australia’s First Peoples or to 
some new representative body. They 
should also agree to commence the 
consultations with the Business 
Council of Australia, the National 
Farmers Federation, the Minerals 
Council of Australia, and the state 
governments to see if the Native Title 
Act could be made strictly subject 
to the Racial Discrimination Act. 

Constitutional change alone 
will not change lives for the better. 
But a good Constitution is a better 
complement to other measures than a 
bad one. I dedicated No Small Change 
to a young Aboriginal man from 
Daly River in the Northern Territory 
who took his own life in 2009. My 
dedication is to him and others like 
him caught between the Dreaming 
and the Market. Those Aborigines 
who are most at home in modern 
Australia tend to be those with a 
secure foothold in both the Dreaming 
and the Market. Those who are most 
alienated and despairing are those 
with a foothold in neither. I hope the 
journey to constitutional change can 
enhance the foothold in each.  S

Fr. Frank Brennan is the author of 

No Small Change: The Road to 

Recognition for Indigenous Australia 

(University of Queensland Press, 2015). 

Constitutional recognition of 
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders
Before 1967, the Australian Constitution contained two references to Aborigines. It is no surprise that these 

references, dating from 1901, were removed by the Australian people at referendum because they were negative 

and outdated. The Founding Fathers did not see the Constitution as a means of recognising Aborigines, respecting 

their history and culture, or acknowledging their rights to land and the protection of their heritage.

C O M M e N T  &  O P I N I O N
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katie GomPerez

terroriSM: tHe word that 
strikes fear into our community. 

We are reminded every day 
of the threat that lurks around 
each corner. The media and our 
governments, past and present, have 
done a stellar job of persuading us 
that terrorism is the number one 
threat to our society and our way 
of life. So much so that the 2015 
budget saw $450 million alone to 
“counter extremist messaging”. 
This is on top of the $31 billion 
defence budget and additional 
$22 million and $750 million 
towards overseas projects. 

At the time of writing, the 
number of women already dead this 

year from violence in Australia has 
reached 48. Thirteen have died so 
far in May and June alone. With no 
change out of $30 million in 2015 set 
aside in the last budget to combat 
this issue, we’re now starting to see 
basic services pulled and women’s 
shelters closing. The Coalition will 
also cut $43 million over the next 
four years from the legal assistance 
sector. Where does it end? And 
when will the killing stop?

Would similar funds be 
applied to services if we renamed 
domestic violence? Is it possible 
that altering the language 
will bring about the attention 
needed to combat this epidemic? 
Attention from our government 
and from our community? 

Recently Rosie Batty urged us 

to “start calling family violence 
terrorism and then maybe we can 
start to see funding flowing to this 
area.” If we can start to change the 
perception of domestic violence, 
to understand that these women 
are subjected to terrifying ordeals 
before their deaths, then and 
only then can we start to expose 
this epidemic for what it is.

To quote Rosie Batty speaking at 
the Press Club and in her capacity 
as the Our Watch Ambassador, 
“I ask you, the Australian media, 
to join me in preventing violence 
against women and their children. 
And I invite you, the Australian 
public watching today, to continue to 
join in the national conversation we 
started just over a year ago. Together, 
we can stop it before it starts.”  S

ssh

on WeDneSDAy June 17, a group 
of Christians from various churches 
and from around the country 
gathered in the foyer of Parliament 
House in Canberra to challenge 
the Government and, hopefully 
other people, to end the injustice 
and cruelty of placing vulnerable 
children into Detention Centres. 
it was called “love Makes a Way” 
and had already held many vigils 
around the country, mostly at offices 
of various politicians.

At Parliament House, the group of 
about 45 people stood in the centre of 
the foyer and began quietly singing a 
song of grieving and concern as they 
held hands and formed a spiralling 
circle. The song had five verses, 
which began with these words:

Were you there when the boats 
were turned away?

Were you there when the lives were 
lost at sea?

Were you there when the nation 
turned its face?

Were you there when the kids were 
locked away?, and

We will pray until love will find a way.

After the singing, the people 
sat in a circle on the floor and 
those who weren’t clergy took off 
their coats to reveal T-shirts with 
the message “Kids don’t belong 
in detention”. They then spent 
some time in silent prayer. 

By this time, the security police 
had come into the foyer. They 
courteously discussed the fact that 
demonstrations were not permitted 
there and advised all present that, 
if they refused to leave when asked 
to do so, they would be “arrested” 
and led out by the police. Most 
people refused to move and were 

therefore taken out by the police. 
There was considerable media 
attention as this happened.

Once out the front of the foyer, 
the group repeated its singing and 
praying. While it was doing so, 
many people came to look and listen, 
including a large number of groups of 
school students who were visiting the 
Parliament. The group made sure that 
their teachers were told what was 
going on so that the students would 
understand. One particular group, 
many of whom were wearing hijabs, 
were particularly moved because 
they were refugees themselves. They 

also appreciated being told that 
those present respected people of 
other faiths, including their own.

The “Love Makes a Way” group 
stayed for an hour and a half 
continuing its protest. Its members 
were determined to continue taking 
a stand against the lack of justice 
and compassion being exercised by 
the Federal Government. Given that 
the only people who really own this 
land are its Indigenous people and all 
the rest of us came and took the land 
without permission, it is not only 
unjust but hypocritical of us to turn 
other desperate people away.  S

This page sponsored by UnitingCare NSW.ACT, the Board of the NSW and ACT Synod of the Uniting 
Church responsible for the work of community services, chaplaincy and social justice advocacy. 

“All our work is inspired and guided by the principles of justice and compassion.” 

www. unitingcarenswact.org.au

s O C I A L  J U s T I C e

A lesser known but very real domestic terror threat

Taking a stand against child detention
protesters at a sit-in prayer vigil for asylum seekers in parliament house, Canberra    Photos: Christopher Cooper/Love Makes a Way

DO YOU NEED SUPPORT?

If you feel you need to find somewhere safe, Jan at Moving Forward 

domestic violence case management services can be contacted on  

02 9599 3217 or email at manager@movingforward.org.au.  

If you or somebody you know is in immediate danger, call  000 now. 

1800 RESPECT is a 24-hour hotline for any Australian who has experienced,  

or is at risk of, family and domestic violence. Call 1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732) 

or visit www.1800respect.org.au 

Safe Steps is a 24-hour family violence response centre.  

Call 1800 015 188 or visit www.safesteps.org.au 

 

Lifeline provides all Australians with access to 24-hour crisis support 

and suicide prevention services. Call 131 114 or visit www.lifeline.org.au 

 

Relationships Australia provides support services for individuals, families and 

communities. Call 1300 364 277 or visit www.nsw.relationships.com.au
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Film Review 
By Lindsay Cohen

Strangerland
Directed by Kim Farrant
Starring Nicole Kidman, 
Hugo Weaving, Joseph Fiennes
Genre: Aussie Aussie Aussie

This is my hundredth film 
review for the South Sydney 
Herald. It’s been great to explore 
the genres, the actors and the 
directors and have fun at their 
expense. Most of them deserved 
it and I gave it with both barrels. 

But what there hasn’t been a 
lot of in the 100 is Australian 
films. Only six to be precise. 

In that way I’m not really very 
different to the Australian movie 
viewing public who tend to go 
for easily consumed Hollywood 
blockbusters or comfortable 
topics with favourite actors. 
And that’s a shame and that’s 
not right. Strangerland is a good 
example of why that’s the case.

At its best Australian 
cinema tells intricate and 
thoughtful stories. Australian 
actors can be highly skillful 
and have gone overseas with 
great success, accompanied 
by a flood of Aussie directors, 
cinematographers and other crew. 

Strangerland brings Nicole 
Kidman and Hugo Weaving 
home and also brings out the 
best in them as actors. While 
Kidman has a tendency to 
overact (it’s just her style and 
it works for her), Weaving is 
understated, comfortable and 
brilliant. Strangerland covers 
universal themes of loss and 
explores how different people 
react to crises. It does this in a 
very familiar typical Australian 
town in a very harsh Australian 
bush landscape that adds to the 
toughness of the film’s subjects.

That Strangerland was so well 
received by the Sydney Film 
Festival audience should come 
as no surprise, they’re not exactly 
your typical film going audience. 
But for its general release, if it 
gets one or even if it goes straight 
to DVD/cable/streaming etc, 
Strangerland will struggle to 
find an audience. It’s the same 
for documentaries and foreign 
language films and for the same 
reasons. I haven’t seen many of 
them either out of the 100 to 
date. But that’s a potential topic 
for the next hundred films.

Rating:  Four sunburnt countries.

 » film@ssh.com.au

Catherine Skipper

It was a pleasant surprise as I 
waited outside The Factory for my 
meeting with Kylie Coolwell to see 
three familiar dogs rounding the 
corner and hear the familiar cry 
“agro” before Kylie came into view. 
a well-known figure in waterloo, 
Kylie Coolwell is the writer of 
Battle of Waterloo, which was an 
attraction at wharf 1 Theatre from 
June 1-27. she is also the owner 
of agro, Princess and snoop. 

It is a surprise too to Kylie that she 
is now a successful writer. In the early 
days she dreamed of being a dancer 
and making it into the wonderful 
Bangarra Theatre Company. She 
attended the Aboriginal Centre 
for Performing Arts but was then 
drawn towards acting. She had the 
idea that she might like to write a 
full-length play when she took part 
in Play Writing Australia’s “Redfern 
Salon” for aspiring writers. What 
began as a 3-page writing exercise 
at the Salon became, with the 
encouragement of Tom Murphy, 
Sarah Goodes (the play’s director) 
and Polly Rowe, and the support of 
Sydney Theatre Company initiatives, 
a passionately felt two-act play.

While a first play for Kylie, Battle 
of Waterloo is also a first in achieving 
a clear-sighted, loving portrayal 

of Indigenous life in inner-south 
Sydney and an affectionate evocation 
of the place where she has lived for 
six years. Kylie, a resident in one of 
Housing NSW’s walk-ups, expresses 
an impatience with the general 
public’s perception of Waterloo as “an 
impoverished drug and crime-riddled 
housing commission estate”, which 
she feels is heavily influenced by the 
media in search of sensation. She is 
impatient also with the perception, 
fuelled by real estate interests, 
that the high rise towers are “scars 
on Sydney’s inner city landscape” 
keeping property prices down. 

Perceptively, she points to the 
high visibility of the towers as an 
ever-present reminder that the 
poor exist, however much the 
increasing middle-class presence 
wishes the towers, like The Block, 
razed to the ground. While Kylie 
sees the TV series Redfern Now as 
an excellent production showcasing 
Indigenous actors – she had a 
minor role in the first episode – at 
the same time the show’s aim of 
presenting a more middle-class 
Indigenous population glosses over 
injustice. The poor for whom The 
Block was home, and a home away 
from home for those Indigenous 
people coming from interstate, have 
been “moved on”. People cannot 
be dispensed with for the benefit 
of larger enterprises that serve the 

interests of more powerful others. 
The gap in understanding is the 

basis of Kylie’s play. As she points 
out, the first half of the play shows 
the social problems faced by the 
close-knit family inhabiting a small 
unit in the James Cook/Joseph 
Banks high rise complex. One of 
the problems she feels most strongly 
about is the disenfranchisement, 
the loss of place, experienced by the 
Koori male. Her character, Ray, 
played by Luke Carroll, has returned 
from a three-year jail sentence to 
find that, in his absence, his former 
girlfriend, Cassie, played by Shari 
Sebbens, is about to graduate from 
a TAFE course in fashion design. 
With the encouragement of Auntie 
Mavis (Roxanne McDonald) Cassie 
is looking to embark on a career.

Kylie portrays Ray’s response with 
a sympathetic discernment. He wants 
to re-establish himself as Cassie’s 
man and as a family member, but 
also to reaffirm his presence in the 
neighbourhood. He tries to match 
Cassie’s ambition by getting a job. 
However, as Kylie points out with 
some bitterness, while men like 
Ray have been given training in 
construction work in jail they will 
not succeed in finding work. She 
adds also that construction training 
is all they are offered, as if no other 
options are possible for them. Unable 
to fulfill Cassie’s and Auntie Mavis’s 

expectations of him as a man, Ray is 
drawn into the more negative role of 
being a man in the neighbourhood. 

Despite his good intentions, he 
is not able to offer Cassie the moral 
support she needs. Kylie, however, 
is to keen to emphasise that, despite 
the rather inevitable failure of the 
male characters to find fulfillment, 
the play offers hope through the 
character of young Jack (James Slee), 
a schoolboy and promising football 
star. He seems to be impressed by 
Ray’s posturing but at the same time 
to know that a more certain future 
for him lies in pursuing an education 
and opening up his options. 

Although the warm and engaging 
Battle of Waterloo has had immense 
and deserved success, Kylie remains 
her unaffected, forthright self. 
She has plans for the future and 
already has another play in mind. 
This one, she says, will be set in 
Northcott and she intends to be 
more inclusive in her choice of 
characters. Northcott has always 
been a controversial place, sometimes 
the subject of sensationalised media 
stories, at other times the object 
of rather over-celebratory projects 
intended to demarginalise. 

Undoubtedly Kylie has shown 
the ability to effectively dramatise 
the gap between public perception 
and private experience, and I look 
forward to seeing Northcott on stage.

Kylie Coolwell and the 
Battlers of Waterloo

Kylie Coolwell with Agro, Princess and Snoop   Photo: Catherine Skipper 
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Redfern  
@estelle_llamosas

Surry Hills  
@vintonn

Redfern 
@cm_pics

Redfern  
@estelle_llamosas

Eveleigh  
@oddyknocky_

SSH Instagram Gallery Tag your Instagram pics #sshphotos and we will include 5 of 

the best photos, from all suburbs in South Sydney, here each 

month. See all photos online: southsydneyherald.com.au
Selected by claire Mahjoub

South Sydney Puzzle by David Angell

Problem
There are six islands in the ocean 

and it is necessary to plan shipping 

routes between them. 

The people of Beatrice Island and 

Benedict Island are not on speaking 

terms, so no route is needed 

between these islands. 

The same goes for Macbeth Island 

and Macduff Island; also for Caesar 

Island and Brutus Island. 

Other than these, there is to be 

a route from every island and to 

every island. 

To eliminate any possibility of a 

collision, the paths must not cross 

each other. Your task is to plan the 

shipping routes for these islands. 

Last month's puzzle

PROBLEM: I meet three people 

called Tony, Joe and Scott 

(nobody you have heard of, just a 

coincidence). Each one of them is 

either a truth-teller (always tells the 

truth) or a liar (always lies). They 

make the following statements:

Tony: “At least one of the other two 

is a liar.”

Joe: “Both of the others are liars.”

Scott: “At most one of the others is 

a liar.”

Are Tony, Joe and Scott truth-tellers 

or liars?

ANSWER:
Tony is a truth-teller, Joe is a liar,  

Scott is a truth-teller.

SOLUTION:
If Joe is a truth-teller then Scott is a 

liar (because Joe said so) who has 

made a true statement (because Joe 

is not a liar). This is impossible. So Joe 

must be a liar. Therefore Tony has 

told the truth; therefore Scott has 

also told the truth.

First correct entry wins a prize.  
send to south sydney puzzle,  
po Box 3288, reDFern nsw 2016.

Book Review 
By M. Vazey

The Luminaries
Eleanor Catton (Publisher: Victoria 
University Press, 2013)

Strange, disturbing and unusual 
happenings have upset the locals in the small 
frontier town of Hokitika. This historical 
thriller is set in the South Island of New 
Zealand in the nineteenth century.

A dozen men arrange to meet to share their 
knowledge of these problems. What is behind 
it all, and are the problems related? The writer 
does not appear to know the answers either, 
and so begins a long and intriguing account 
of life in the nineteenth century in a colonial 
frontier town. Each of the men represent an 
essential part of the life and activity of the 
town, and each character is finely drawn to 
show the service they bring to the town and the 
manner in which each conducts his business. 

Only two women really take part in the 
story: the wily, clever owner of the boarding 

house in Dunedin, and the somewhat 
innocent, lost and exploitable young 
woman who makes her acquaintance.

Into this scenario comes an adventurous 
young lawyer, travelling out to the colonies to 
gain experience and, possibly, fortune. Having 
just arrived in Hokitika after an extremely 
uncomfortable and alarming trip by sea from 
Dunedin, his curiosity is aroused by the 
presence in the lounge room of his hotel of this 
group of really serious men, who are obviously 
on edge, wanting to share their experiences with 
each other, but not in front of the stranger. 

As the story unfolds, the stars shift in the 
night sky. Does the movement of the stars 
explain or affect the destiny of the humans 
who work and play on Earth? The writer seems 
to think that it does: what else determines 
when a person’s number comes up so that 
they are either the unlucky victim or the 
fortunate recipient of an unusual event?

This book was awarded the prestigious 
Booker Prize in 2014. It is a great read.

 » books@ssh.com.au

Sydney Film Festival 2015 
Review by Charlotte Tai

thIs year’s sydney Film Festival 
showcased a variety of films to celebrate 
what filmmaking is all about. It’s about 
getting your stories out there to an 
audience, a kind of filmic forum of ideas. 

Metamorphoses revealed an erotic, 
contemporary interpretation of the Roman poet 
Ovid’s most famous work. Strange mythological 
events occurred, from animal curses, to constant 
intercourse in the forest, among other dark 
doings. But the storytelling was too spasmodic.

Turbo Kid was post-apocalyptic, comedic, 
grotesquely violent, and awkwardly 
romantic, with hilarious pedaling across the 
wasteland on BMX bikes and all the junk 
that brings out 90s nostalgia. Audiences 
will love the weird old-school vibes. 

Gayby Baby promoted the lives of 
children with same-sex parents, but more 
diversity could’ve been shown if transgender 
parents were included in the mix.

The Pearl Button displayed Patricio Guzman’s 
trademark blend of astronomy and Chilean 
history, telling stories of the Indigenous people 
of Patagonia whose heritage was lost due 
to colonisation, and the surviving prisoners 
of Pinochet’s tortures on Dawson Island.

For The Dendy Awards I felt that Whispers 
Among Wolves deserved the live-action 
award instead of A Single Body, because 
a relationship between a powerful yet 
alcoholic CEO and her exasperated personal 
assistant is stronger than a butcher story. 

Kabukicho Love Hotel revealed in a kinky, 
hilarious way the underbelly of Japanese 
sexual commodification. Fluctuating between 
various promiscuous doings, including 
prostitution, drug dealing, crime and split 
loyalties, Ryuichi Hiroki masterfully tells 
a heavy story in a lighthearted way. 

While I wasn’t keen on everything, I still 
recommend the Sydney Film Festival. The best 
way to learn about films is to simply go and 
watch them to make your own judgment.

 » festivals@ssh.com.au
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Uniting Churches

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St, Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday

Rev. Andrew Collis 0438 719 470

www.southsydneyuniting.org.au

The Sacred Lounge
Cnr St Johns Rd & 

Colbourne Ave, Glebe

Worship 7pm Sunday

‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate 

candlelit concerts 8pm Thursday

Office 9518 9413

www.sacredlounge.org.au 

Leichhardt Uniting Church

3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt

(near Norton St, free parking 

behind church)

Worship 10am & 6.30pm Sunday

Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

www.leichhardtuniting.org.au

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday

Rev. Graeme Tutt 

9519 9000 

www.newtownmission.org.au

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St, Paddington

Worship 10.30am & 

7.30pm Sunday

Rev. Ben Gilmour

Office 9331 2646

www.paddingtonuca.org.au

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10am Sunday

Rev. Dr Margaret Mayman

Office 9267 3614

www.pittstreetuniting.org.au

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St, Potts Point

Worship 10am Sunday

Rev. Graham Long 

Office 9581 9100

www.thewaysidechapel.com

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway  
NSW 2007

T: 02 9379 0700  
F: 02 9379 0701

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Ground Floor, 287-289 New South 
Head Rd, Edgecliff, NSW 2027

T: 02 9327 3988 
F: 02 9327 2533

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Jamie Parker MP 
State Member for Balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

Balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Ron Hoenig MP 
State Member for Heffron

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166 
F: 02 9699 8222

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Alex Greenwich MP 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington 
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053 
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Jenny Leong MP 
State Member for Newtown

383 King St, Newtown  
NSW 2042

T: 02 9230 3474 
F: 02 9230 3352

Newtown@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

VolunTeeRs’ news
Pat clarke

I get out of sydney 

last month I went on a tour of the Ballina-Byron region 

with my cousin Joyce from Melbourne and her husband 

Heinz. This was very special for me as Joyce is part of the 

only extended family I have in Australia. I’d been to Byron 

Bay and Tweed Heads before, but never to the hinterland 

behind the coastal region. The volcanic caldera and the 

floodplains were spectacular; the whole seven days of 

touring were enhanced by Annie, our coach driver, a local 

with heaps of local knowledge and a big heart. 

The last day took us to Father Mac’s Heavenly Puddings, 

which has links to CANA, and to the House With No Steps 

Summerland estate, which was quite an eye opener for the 

amazing work being done there training young people with 

disabilities. This is a whole farm community producing 

macadamias and avocados, and showcasing Northern 

rivers produce.

nAIDoC weeK 5-12 July 2015  

Theme for this year’s week is:  We All Stand on Sacred Ground: 

Learn, Respect and Celebrate.  

Kids Zone: Monday 6 July 11am – 3pm at Hyde Park  

Free event.

Museum of Contemporary Art 2-7 July 12.30-2pm  

Films by Indigenous filmmakers. Free event.

THe ARCHIBAlD PRIZe –  

saturday 18 July to sunday 27 september 2015  

It’s that time of year again. The annual Portrait Prize will 

be on once more, with works by the famous, and not so, 

of the famous, notorious, interesting and themselves. 

Family tickets are available and you get to vote for your 

favourite in the People’s Choice.

Until next time.

Pat Clarke & Ross Smith  

distro@ssh.com.au

Celebrate the upgrading of 
Darlington village 
residents and community members are invited to celebrate 
the upgrading of darlington Village with free refreshments 
and entertainment, including a children’s costume making 
workshop, between 11am and 1pm on Saturday July 25.

lord Mayor Clover Moore will be at Charles Kernan reserve 
on the corner of Abercrombie and Shepherd streets to 
officially launch the new streetscape at which includes 
wider footpaths to make the area safer for walkers and bike 
riders, more garden beds, street lighting trees and seating.

One of the new, specially designed sandstone seats in 
Abercrombie Street will carry a memorial plaque to 
remember local man Trevor davies who was the founder 
and news editor of the South Sydney Herald and who died 
in 2011.

Waterloo  
Recycling  
Workshop
Workshop and market open 
fridays 9am-12pm.

Turungah flats, 1 phillip St, 
Waterloo (lower car park).

Affordable furniture and 
household goods.

donations gladly received  
(no white goods or 
electrical apps).

Volunteers welcome – 
phone naomi on  
0407 576 098.

Women’s 
Reconciliation 
Network
Meetings are held on 
the 4th Thursday of the 
month.

10AM-12PM at the 
Redfern Community 
Centre.

Hugo Street Redfern.

10am cuppa followed by 
meeting till 12 noon.

REDWatch 
Meetings first Thursday  
of the month at The factory 
Community Centrte.  
phone geoffrey Turnbull  
(02) 8004 1490.  
email mail@redwatch.org.au

BaBana 
aBoriginaL  
Men’s group 

Babana Shed  
open Mon-Fri

(Cnr St Johns Rd & 
Colbourne Ave, Glebe)

Contact: Mark Spinks  
0411 282 917
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c u l t u r e

S P O r t

michael PaGe

At tHe end of June 2014 South 
Sydney were perched on 20 points. 
their form had been mixed. A 
handful of impressive wins, some 
gritty yet unspectacular displays, 
a smattering of luck-ridden wins 
and some not so impressive losses. 
Sounding familiar?

At the end of June 2015 Souths 

are again wobbling around the final 
eight, with glimpses of potential 
overshadowed by lacklustre football 
and intermittent form.

In the past few weeks Souths have 
racked up some fairly unconvincing 
wins against lower rankers Parramatta 
(14-12) and Gold Coast (26-20). After 
a clear, but misleading, win against 
a woeful Warriors team Souths were 
brought down to earth against the 
lowly ranked Tigers. The lack of grit 

catherine skiPPer

Review
 Lore: Dance Stories of Land and Sea
Bangarra Dance Theatre, 
Sydney Opera House 
June 11 – July 4

lore iS both sensational and 
profound, powerfully exploring 
the concept of the title, a body of 
traditions and knowledge held 
by a group and passed on from 
generation to generation. in the 
two contrasting pieces making 
up this unique program, the 
indigenous body becomes the 
means of handing on the past and 
documenting its transmutation 
in the present and finding, in the 
process, hope for the future.

The playful and enchanting 
“I.B.I.S”, created by first time 
choreographers Deborah Brown and 
Waangenga Blanco, charts the day 
of the contemporary hunters and 
gatherers of the Torres Strait Islands. 
The present is quickly established 
through the colourful shelves of a 
local “I.B.I.S”. store behind which the 
lone and resonant figure of Elma Kris, 
rhythmically mopping in preparation 
for opening time, suggests the 

resilience of tradition amid change. 
As the full ensemble of dancers 

flows into and around the store, 
the girls’ bright floral dresses, 
the men’s white casual pants, the 
cheerful group singing and lively 
movements evoke a sense of a 
vibrant community, and remarkably, 
the sense of being warmed by a 
generous sun. The texture of this 
island culture is beautifully woven 
from several elements. The use of 
the spoken voice in Meriam Mer 
and Ka La Lagau Ya languages, 
group singing of traditional songs, 
the use of traditional instruments, 
the imaginative costuming and 
the strategic use of sound of the 
waves and birds, the wash of 
warm soft lighting and the long 
connection with water through 
the inclusion of the men’s boat, 
the “Mer”, in the turtle hunt. 

While the whole was sensationally 
exuberant, there were highlights. 
The high-octane Sardine Song 
makes clever use of supermarket 
baskets, as later, the eerie blue 
light of the freezer displays the 
curiously disjointed beauty of the 
crayfish slyly emerging at night. The 
vigorous Neck Tie and delightful 
Cool Down in which the female 
dancers flirt with their appreciative 

audience, exhilarate through the 
sheer pleasure the ensemble take 
in performance. As a contrast 
the grace and innocence of the 
swimming turtles is unforgettable. 

There is more to this dance 
piece than a brilliant evocation 
of modern-day island life. This 
fragile environment has survived 
displacement and has yet to 
survive the full repercussions 
of climate change. Its future 
resilience is strengthened through 
a continuing acknowledgement 
and recreation of lore, embodied 
at the close by Elma Kris, and as 
performed through “I.B.I.S.”.

The more abstract but deeply 
felt “Sheoak”, choreographed by 
Frances Rings, centres around the 
Grandmother Tree, provider of food, 
medicine, shelter and weapons. The 
sheoak, a symbol of the continuum 
of time: past in the roots, the 
present in the trunk and the future 
stretching out into its branches, is 
in crisis as many of the graceful 
casuarinaceae family are now 
listed as an endangered species. 

The dance opens in a shadowy 
ancestral place, half-revealing a 
writhing mass of bodies as they rise, 
fall, emerge, shrink back, united by 
an invisible bond. As the dancers 

gradually separate each holds a long 
bleached bough, the close connection 
between tree and human invoked 
by the skeletal image they carry on 
their costumes. Under the dedicated 
guidance of the Keeper of the 
lore, Elma Kris, the full ensemble, 
wielding their branches, weave in 
and out and under in a mesmerizing 
ritual dance that culminates 
in an astonishingly powerful 
tableau of place and identity.

Displacement, the breaking down 
of connection and the uprooting 
of age-old sense of belonging, 
is effectively conveyed through 
a combination of dysfunctional 
movement, costume and icon. 
The hopeful searching seeds, 
so poignantly captured in the 
delicate movement of the female 
ensemble, have no place to 
grow. The destructive effect of 
displacement is inscribed on the 
bloodied skeletal prints of the male 
ensemble, and enacted through 
their reeling, directionless bodies, 
as they now collide with and even 
abuse the rootless, dangling trees. 

However, it seems that although 
unity has been fragmented and 
connection to the invisible world 
of the ancestors lost, the spirit of 
the sheoak can be reborn through 

individuals reforging, recreating 
the lore. In another highlight 
of “Sheoak”, the ethereality but 
vitality of the spiritual dimension 
is sensitively conveyed through 
an illuminated, semi-transparent 
shape, that seems to float across the 
stage space, bringing with it hope of 
renewal. As the dancers reconnect 
with each other as caring individuals, 
the figure of the ancestral Keeper, the 
unseen guardian, is working behind 
a transparent screen to sustain and 
maintain the Indigenous peoples.

This illuminating and exciting 
program of dance is upheld and 
maintained by the skill and 
sensitivity of its musical scores, 
(David Page, “Sheoak” and 
Steven Francis, “I.B.I.S.”, the 
imaginativeness of its richly varied 
costumes (Jennifer Irwin), the 
sympathetic integration of lighting 
(Karen Norris) and stage design 
(Jacob Nash), and the overall 
guidance of Artistic Director, 
Stephen Page. The Bangarra 
dancers have once again “bodied” 
- such wonderfully expressive 
fingers and toes - the continuing 
renewal of Indigenous cultures 
in their authentic, unique and 
memorable way.  S

The rabbitohs

double the Bangarra

in the Tigers game worried Souths 
fans considerably. It had been a long 
time since a Souths forward pack 
had been so clearly dominated and 
the last 10 minutes had shown an 
uncharacteristic lack of resolve, with 
Tigers rolling Souths 36-4. Walking 
talking onomatopoeia, the Tigers’ 
Martin Tapau “Kapow!!”, bestowed 
boy wonder Alex Johnston with an 
indelible palm print on his chest. 

The win against Manly in the last 
week in June was a lot more like the 
old South Sydney. Although a couple 
of very nicely rehearsed moves ended 
up with tries, it was the defence that 
stood out. A spate of penalties saw 

Manly with the weight of possession 
but unable to break a resolute Souths 
defensive line.

In spite of their indifferent season, 
Coach Maguire has once again shown 
his capacity to carefully blood and 
develop new talent. 

Aaron Gray has found his way 
to the try line from his first game 
and has been already lauded, by 
insightful commentator Peter Sterling, 
for his “maturity” beyond his years. 
For Souths fans Gray’s emergence is 
extra special - delighting in the fact 
that this former Easts ball-boy has 
been lured willingly from the dark 
side into the light. 

Chris “Great Skills” Grevsmuhl 
has continued to shine also. He stood 
out, showing good speed and timing, 
running through gaps for key breaks 
and important tries. And Tigers 
recruit Nathan Brown has shown the 
potential to enthuse the team with his 
bruising defence and attack.

So as the season enters the 
last third, Souths, despite their 
undistinguished form, are as well 
poised as in 2014. This emerging 
talent and the return of key players 
Reynolds, Luke and Stewart might 
just spark the season and propel them 
towards the finals and a chance at 
back-to-back glory.   S
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