
• Alexandria • Beaconsfield • Chippendale • Darlington
• Erskineville • Eveleigh • Glebe • Kings Cross • Newtown
• Redfern • Surry Hills • Waterloo • Woolloomooloo • Zetland

Advertising aim
To offer advertising opportunities which are competitively 
priced, effective for our advertising partners, and of benefit 
to the community.

South Sydney demographic
• 74,000 residents
•  38% are Generation X (65% more than SydMet)

•  52% are managers/professionals (40% more than SydMet)

• Incomes similar to rest of Sydney LGA
•  38% tertiary educated (30% more than SydMet)

•  80% of households have two or less people (50% more than SydMet)

• Most rent, with only 30% owning (half that of SydMet)

• 85% live in medium-high density housing (triple that of SydMet)

thousands of years of living culture to 
celebrate in Australia and 228 years of 
shared history to talk about. We can’t 
change the past, but our event on 
Friday proved there is plenty of hope 
for the future.”  S

YARN Australia and the Captain Cook 
Hotel have already begun planning the 
next YARN event. To keep up to date visit:  
www.yarnaustralia.com.au or join 
Sixty Thousand Years on Facebook.

LYN TURNBULL

CAMPERDOWN: Yabun Festival on 
January 26 is a rich gathering place 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultural expression. The main musical 
stage featured headline act Bart 
Willoughby supported by prominent 
artists from many different cultures 
including Radical Son, Yarwah, Evie J. 
Willie, Bow & Arrow, Leah Flanagan, 
Drewz, Black Turtles, Nooky, Wizz, 
YBD and Tasman Keith.

Loren Ryan, a 19-year-old singer-
songwriter from Tamworth, was among 
the emerging talents who performed 
at the Young Black and Deadly & 
Klub Koori Youth Stage. “Yabun is a 
wonderful platform, especially for a 
young artist like myself to be able to 
perform in front of my community and 
show them how I’ve evolved and grown 
as an artist, it means the world to me,” 
Ms Ryan said.

The Corroboree Ground, with Kevin 
Kropinyeri as MC, was a popular 
attraction throughout the day, drawing 
large crowds who watched dance groups 
from across NSW perform traditional 
Aboriginal dance. Dance groups included 
Doonoch Dancers, Koomurri, Black 
Cockatoo, Wagana and Djaadjawan 
Dancers. The Corroboree Ground closed 
with a memorable flash mob, when 
audience members were invited onto the 
Corroboree Ground to join the dancing.

This year’s theme, “Our Future, Our 
Youth”, was taken up in the focus of the 
festival’s Speak Out Tent with Tracey 
Cameron, a Gamilaraay language student 
and teacher, engaging Ray Ingrey, a 
Dharawal man from La Perouse, Bianca 
Willians, a Gamilaraay woman, Peta-Joy 

Williams, a Wiradjuri speaker, Jancita 
Tobin, a Dhurug woman, Tracey Skinner 
from Discovery Museum in The Rocks, 
and Lee Carr, a high school teacher of 
Wiradgjuri, in a conversation about 
reviving NSW Aboriginal languages.

Ms Tobin spoke of using songs with 
young children to “get the taste [of the 
language] on the tongue” and pointed 
out to the audience that the nasal 

accent of “g’day” reveals the Aboriginal 
influence on our nation’s language.

Lee Carr has taught the Wiradjuri 
language at Tempe High School for the 
last two years. The school offers three 
languages in Year 7 and 8 – Vietnamese, 
Chinese and Wiradjuri. As Tempe’s is 
the longest running off-country school 
Aboriginal language program, Ms Carr’s 
classroom was chosen as the site last 

year for the Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs to announce funding for the 
Board of Studies to produce language 
apps for five Aboriginal languages 
(Wiradjuri, Gamilaraay, Bundjalung, 
Paakantji and Gumbaynggirr). 

T he  Ab o r i g i n a l  E duc a t i on 
Consultative Group and Chris Evans 
of the NSW Board of Studies worked 
with five Aboriginal Language and 

Culture Nests based around the state 
– Dubbo (Wiradjuri), Lightning Ridge
(Yuwaalaraay), Lismore (Bundjalung), 
Wilcannia (Paarkkintji) and Coffs 
Harbour (Gumbaynggirr) – to develop 
a fully benchmarked Kindergarten to 
Year 10 language curriculum, and from 
2016 there is the opportunity for students 
to take their language onto Year 12 for 
the HSC. S
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LAST Friday, in the lead up to Survival 
Day and Australia Day, Sydney-based 
Aboriginal Organisation YARN 
Australia launched a new event 
called “Blackfulla, Whitefulla, Any 
Fulla” at one of the city’s oldest pubs, 
the Captain Cook Hotel.

Attended by 200 people, the night 
was a significant coming together 
of whitefellas and blackfellas at the 
iconic venue, united by the celebration 
of survival through storytelling, music, 
poetry, soup and conversation.

YARN Australia founder, Warren 
Roberts, believes the event was a 
landmark occasion given the timing 
and the historical association of Captain 
Cook. “There’s no doubt that James Cook 

represents different things depending 
who you ask,” said Mr Roberts, a 
Thunghutti man who grew up in Redfern 
on The Block. 

“To some he is the face of discovery 
and exploration while to many others 
he represents the time of conflict and 
dispossession in Australia. So for us 
to hold an event there in the pub with 
stories of Elders and young Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people as the 
focus was very powerful to be a part of.” 

“Blackfulla, Whitefulla, Any Fulla” 
featured conversations with Uncle 
Graham Mooney, Aunty Kathryn Dodd 
Farrawell and Preston Peachey, as well 
as deadly performances by the Black 
Turtles, who opened the main stage at 
Yabun Festival, and Green Hand Band. 

Since 2007 Mr Roberts had been 
developing YARN with a goal of 

uniting Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and non-Indigenous 
Australians through workshops and 
events held within safe and respectful 
spaces. “What we saw on Friday night 
was what the future can look like. It was 
very encouraging to see so many non-
Indigenous Australians and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people willing 
to listen and be present in a space of 
respect.” 

While Mr Roberts understands that 
people may be surprised to hear about 
a partnership between YARN Australia 
and the Captain Cook Hotel, he believes 
these types of unique relationships are 
exactly what will help Australia build a 
more united future. “The Captain Cook 
team has been great to work with and 
shares similar values to YARN. We’ve 
spoken about the fact that we have 

Yabun – talk the talk, dance the dance

The Djaadjawan Dancers from Narooma at Yabun 2016, Victoria Park    Photo: Claire Mahjoub

Smoking ceremony led by Aunty Kathy Slater    Photo: Annabel Campbell
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Blackfellas and whitefellas gather for a yarn
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ANDREW COLLIS

A L E X A N D R I A :  S ou t h  Syd ney 
Community Aid (SSCA) offers 
valuable social services to residents 
in Redfern, Waterloo, Darlington, 
Alexandria, Erskineville and 
b eyond .  T he  Mu l t i c u l t u ra l 
Neighbourhood Centre in Alexandria 
Town Hall, Garden Street, caters to 
individuals and families: migrants 
and refugees, people on a low 
income or experiencing social 
isolation, the unemployed, seniors, 
and people living with a disability. 
Natasha Sitanala is the Bilingual 
Community Development Worker 
and Playgroups Coordinator at SSCA. 

In July 2010 Ms Sitanala began as 
a “volunteer and part-timer” with 
a background in early childhood 
education. She recounts “falling in love” 
with South Sydney. “I saw such a good 
community,” she says. “The people 
were really lovely.” She recalls meeting 
then Acting Executive Officer Bill Yan 
and Community Development Worker 
Laura Kelly, along with four social work 
students from Sydney University, for 
a creative “brainstorming” session. 
Excited to be “starting from scratch”, 
the group were concerned with making 
SSCA “a better, more friendly and safer 
place to be”. 

“We actually started, then stopped, a 
couple of programs,” she says. “Some, 

including an Easter morning tea, 
seemed small-scale social activities 
but not really sustainable community 
development programs.” The defining 
characteristics of the latter include 
accessibility and inclusivity, the meeting 
of needs as expressed by the community 
(consultation and feedback are essential 
to the process), and, importantly, the 
interest and commitment of volunteers. 

More than 30 volunteers are involved 
in various SSCA programs each week.

In regard to sustainability, two aims 
of the incorporated co-operative seem 
especially apposite: to stimulate and 
provide channels for individual and 
group participation in the development 
of services in the area; to stimulate 

and provide opportunities for the 
development of adult education in the 
area.

New projects were established in 
2011: a bingo group was started by 
a group of students on placement, a 
painting group, then two playgroups 
– one for carers from non-English-
speaking backgrounds, the other for 
families wanting to enroll their children 
at local schools. 

“I’m doing the playgroup in 
partnership with Connect Redfern, 
down in Alexandria Park Community 
School,” Ms Sitanala says. “The families 
come from Alexandria, Beaconsfield, 
Zetland, Waterloo, Redfern and 
Darlington.” 

Sustaining community development
Natasha Sitanala in Redfern    Photo: Claire Mahjoub

KERRIS MCLIVER

REDFERN: Tamara Murdock, a 
descendant of the Noongar and 
Yindjibarndi people of WA was 
awarded the inaugural Murray 
Chapman Memorial Indigenous 
Land Management Scholarship at 
the National Centre of Indigenous 
Excellence (NCIE) last month. 
“I’m just a girl from Geraldton, who 
achieved average grades and never 
thought I’d end up at Oxford,” she 
said in her acceptance speech.

Tamara is the first in her family 
to graduate from university, an 
accomplishment she is very proud 
of. “If you are committed and 
passionate you can achieve what you 
want. I spent a lot of time on country 
camping with family and I always 
dreamed of building a career that 
allowed me to work on country and 
with community,” she said.

In 2011 Tamara completed a 
Bachelor of Science (Environmental 
Management) with First Class 
Honours. This led to a position as a 
Project Coordinator at Yamatji Marlpa 
Aboriginal Corporation in WA.

A passion for promoting leadership 
within her community, and for 
building the capacity of traditional 
owners to manage their own 
environmental projects, developed 
into a desire to learn from the 
conservation community worldwide. 
Last year Tamara moved halfway 
across the world to study at Green 
Templeton College, Oxford, and is 
now in her second year of a Master 
of Philosophy in Geography and the 
Environment.

The scholarship sponsored by the 
Indigenous Land Council in memory 
of Murray Chapman, the ILC’s first 
Indigenous CEO, aims to support 
young Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students at the tertiary 
and post-graduate levels in a land 
management-related discipline. S

Kerris McLiver is Communications 
Manager at the NCIE. 

New scholarship 
in support of 
Indigenous 
excellence
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FEATURE — page 10

CONTEMPORARY ART FAIR 
AT CARRIAGEWORKS
THE REVIEW — pages 11-14
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THE Living in Harmony festival 
saw colourful multicultural 
community events throughout 
March. Local highlights included 
Breaking Bread (March 10-12) at 
the Redfern Community Centre 
(an evening of discussion, damper 
and Jewish challah-bread making 
workshops), and the Just Say Hi 
film launch in Glebe (March 12), 
a moving documentary featuring 
local community groups – with 
a sound-score by Sydney Choirs 
and members of the public. 

Aspire to Harmony in Green 
Square (March 19) – in conjunction 
with the Green Square Markets – saw 
communities from Redfern, Waterloo, 
Zetland, Beaconsfield, Alexandria 
and Rosebery gather at Joynton 
Park to share cultural traditions 
and aspirations through a variety of 
engaging and fun activities, including 
origami, dance and slam poetry.

Organised by the Rotary Club 
of South Sydney, the day had 
something for everyone. Aunty 
Millie Ingram gave the Welcome 

to Country. The main stage hosted 
Animal Tai Chi, Owlkeyme Arts 
(dancing and singing), performers 
from South Sydney Community 
Aid (SSCA), Belly Dancers and 
the Suara Indonesia Dance 
Group from Dulwich Hill.

Bill Yan, EO of SSCA, said: 
“Our Lok Wan Cantonese Opera 
and Dancing Group entertained the 
crowd in their beautiful costumes 
... they performed a Chinese New 
Year song and a Welcoming the 
Spring dance ... we were also 
happy to see all other communities 
celebrating the day. What a great 
diverse community we have!”

Australia is one of the most 
culturally diverse nations in the 
world and most Australians think 
multiculturalism has been good 
for us. Red Cross took the occasion 
of Harmony Day (March 21) as an 
opportunity to make five practical 
suggestions toward welcoming 
migrants, refugees and people 
seeking asylum: (1) Read up on 
the facts – help dispel some of the 
myths about refugees and people 
seeking asylum; (2) Invite a guest 
speaker – ask a refugee or migrant to 

share their story with your school or 
community group. In many states/
territories, organisations like Red 
Cross offer resources or speakers 
to help you organise this; (3) Be a 
workplace mentor – offer mentoring 
or volunteer opportunities to a 
refugee or person seeking asylum 
who is struggling to find a job; (4) 
Help someone get an education – ask 
a school or university to support a 
refugee or person seeking asylum 
who wants to study but has limited 
financial resources. Support could 
include fees, uniforms, or books; 
(5) Volunteer – offer your skills 
to an organisation that is helping 
refugees, people seeking asylum 
and other vulnerable migrants.

Judy Slatyer, CEO of Australian 
Red Cross, said: “Each of us has a 
responsibility to help create a more 
harmonious and accepting society. 
Our communities are stronger 
when we understand the stories, 
motivations and hopes of those we 
live alongside; when we recognise 
what connects us, not what separates 
us. This is what Harmony Day is 
all about. We think it should be 
Harmony Day every day.”  S

VANESSA KNIGHT

ON March 20 the third Alexandria 
Sunday Fun Day was held at 
Alexandria Park. Organised by 
a group of committed residents, 
with the support of the Alexandria 
Residents Action Group (ARAG), 
it was an amazing event with over 
40 local businesses participating.

The fair was opened with a warm 
Welcome to Country delivered 
by Charles “Chikka” Madden, a 
respected elder of the Gadigal people 
and proud Alexandria resident.

Lord Mayor Clover Moore 
congratulated the organising 
committee on all their hard work, 
but also warned of the imminent 
threat posed by WestConnex – the 
toll road that will push tens of 
thousands of cars into Alexandria’s 
already crowded streets.

People and their pets were 
encouraged to enjoy the jumping 
castles and rides, the amazing 
stalls, and the delicious food at 
the ARAG barbecue, Olivas Tapas 
and the Little Hopper coffee cart.

The craft and face painting in 
the Bunnings’ 
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Harmony – understanding and wellbeing

A fun day in the park
Face painting fun    Photo: Vanessa Knight

The Suara Indonesia Dance Group with artistic director Alfira O’Sullivan    Photo: Andrew Collis
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ABOUT US
The South Sydney Herald (SSH) is an independent community 
newspaper published monthly by the South Sydney Uniting 
Church. The SSH has a circulation of ,000 in the South 
Sydney region. 

Mission statement
“Celebrating the lives of the diverse people of South Sydney, 
inviting discussion on issues of concern and interest, adding 
encouragement to possibilities for community.”

At a glance
Distribution: ,000 copies (30,000+ readers)
Frequency: Monthly
Established: 
Delivered directly to homes and businesses
Free: No cost to readers
Highly respected throughout Sydney
One of Sydney’s last independent newspapers
Not for profit: All profits go back to the community
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