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A cleAn energy future christinA ricci in redfern

Mary Madgwick

ALEXANDRIA: While we’ve been 
having “a bit of a cold spell” in 
Sydney over recent weeks, most of 
us can reach for an extra blanket 
and look forward to spring. What 
must it be like to live through a 
below-zero winter, cold to the bone 
day and night? hard to imagine.

 
But there’s a warehouse in 

Alexandria where a group of 
volunteers, under the Wrap with 
Love banner, are working to 
provide warm blankets to whom 
their founder, Sonia Gidley King, 
called “cold humanity” in all parts 
of the world, including Australia. 
Areas of need are identified by 
various agencies, such as World 
Vision, Mission without Borders, 
MongoliAid and Rotary International, 

who take on the very important 
task of making sure wraps reach 
the people they are meant for.

This is by no means a one-way 
street, because the men, women and 
children who make individual 25cm 
squares or wraps (made up of 28 x 
25cm squares), find that they have 
much to gain. Some work at home 
on their own; some join regular 
groups in private homes, libraries, 
schools and retirement villages. 
Friendships are made, and there is 
satisfaction in working together for 
such a worthwhile cause. Knitting 
has been found to be one of the most 
relaxing activities we can indulge 
in, and a number of hospitals have 
found it helpful to provide yarn 
and needles for patients or carers.

Squares and completed wraps are 
posted in or delivered individually 
to the Alexandria warehouse, 

or they are trucked in from the 
various collection points identified 
across the country. At Alexandria, 
all contributions are checked for 
quality. Volunteers sort squares into 
bags of 28, ready for collection by 
people who like to sew up rather 
than to knit. Completed wraps are 
packed into large yellow plastic bags, 
10 into each, ready for pick-up.

 Originally wraps were to be 
knitted in 28 squares but now crochet 
and quilting are also welcome, 
provided they are the right size, 
and warm! Some of the wraps are 
works of art, a joy to the volunteers 
and hopefully to the recipient, as a 
bonus. Practicality is what counts.

You may have heard of Wrap with 
Love though the ABC, who for 10 
years ran the very popular “Knit-in” 
at its studios in Ultimo. Last year was 
the first without an ABC Knit-in, but 

anne caMac

 VoiceS for Justice brings 
together school students and 
retirees, teachers and plumbers, 
aid workers and church leaders 
from across the country. The 
group of concerned citizens 
was in canberra from June 
21-24 for the Voices for Justice 
lobbying event coordinated by 
the Micah challenge global 
anti-poverty campaign. These 
ordinary Australians met with 
more than 100 Members and 
Senators to urge them to make 
justice for the poorest people 
in our world a priority.

Financial secrecy and tax 
dodging are on the agenda for 
discussion when the world’s most 
economically powerful leaders 
(the G20) meet in Brisbane this 
November. If Australia can 
increase transparency and catch 
the tax dodgers then there is 
more money available for our 
economy and for the world’s poor.

Conservative estimates show 
that poor nations lose more than 
$160 billion each year through 
corporate tax dodging, which is 

more money than they receive 
annually in foreign aid. The vast 
majority of money flowing out 
of developing countries is not 
stolen by corrupt politicians and 
dictators, but is rather pulled 
out by large multinational 
corporations who exploit loopholes 
in the global tax system to shift 
their profits away from the 
countries they operate within.

Local member and Shadow 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
International Development, Tanya 
Plibersek, took time out from her 
busy schedule to meet with Micah 
Challenge leaders and members 
of her electorate. She shared her 
concern for the world’s poorer 
countries. She strongly encouraged 
the public to speak out about the 
international aid budget, pointing 
out that $1 in every $5 cut in the 
Hockey-Abbott budget was because 
of a decrease in foreign aid. S

 
Micah Challenge is a global movement 

of aid and development agencies, 

churches, schools, groups and 

individuals who are speaking out against 

poverty and injustice in support of 

the Millennium Development Goals. 

See www.micahchallenge.org.au

Wrapped with love

A voice for the world’s poor

Sharing the gift of warmth   Photo: Lyn Turnbull

Tanya Plibersek with Micah Challenge representatives   Photo: Supplied

people gathered together at about 
50 locations around the country to 
run their own. This helped to boost 
last year’s output to more than 
32,000 wraps. S

You can find out more about Wrap 

with Love by visiting the website 

www.artsandcraftsnsw.com.au/

Wrap.htm or phoning 8399 3000 

(Wednesdays and Fridays)
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Minister’s miserable ploy – divide and conquer
edwina LLoyd

MILLERS POINT: Pitting desperate 
people against each other in a 
contest for survival is one of the most 
cynical, devious and miserable ploys 
in politics. But that is exactly what 
Minister for community Services, 
Gabrielle Upton, did last month.

The Minister’s office rolled out a 
mother with special needs children, 
Marissa Esposito, from the public 
housing waiting list, to justify the 
evictions of public housing tenants 
from the Millers Point area. It was a 
classic divide and conquer tactic – 
and a distraction from the real issues.

Instead of reporting on the 
state government’s failure to 
invest in affordable housing, 
the media presented a confected 
debate about who was the most 
deserving of government support.

Without doubt, Ms Esposito and 
her family are in need of help and 
they should not be left permanently 
in limbo on the public housing 
waiting list. But here’s the rub – 
the sell-off of public housing in 
Millers Point, Dawes Point and The 
Rocks will not help Ms Esposito 
and her family one iota. To put it 
simply, she’s been sold a pup.

There will be no construction 
bonanza of new public housing 
properties and no reduction in the 
public housing waiting list. The 
Minister says that money from 
the sale of properties will go back 
into the social housing budget. But 
what she does not say is that the 
state government is actually selling 
more houses than it is building.

In fact, in 2013-14 the state 
government sold 1,386 properties 
but built only 536 new ones.

So where is all the money going?
The answer lies in the State 

Budget. Budget documents 
reveal that state government has 
cut funding for public housing 
maintenance. There is now an 
estimated $336 million backlog 
of maintenance work waiting to 
be done on public housing. And, 
as we discovered in the recent 
Select Committee on Social, 
Public and Affordable Housing, 
money from the sale of properties 
(including those in Millers Point) 
is now being used to make up the 
shortfall in maintenance funding.

Last year the Auditor General 
found the state government’s practice 
of selling public housing properties 
to fund recurrent maintenance costs 
was financially unsustainable. It 

does not fix the problem because, 
eventually, there are no more houses 
to sell. But, most importantly, 
reducing the number of public 
housing properties does nothing 
to reduce the waiting list. In fact it 
can only make the problem worse.

The Minister has claimed that the 
sale of each house in Millers Point 
will fund the construction of three 
houses in other parts of Sydney. 
The clear inference from these 
comments is that new houses will 
be built – but, when pressed, she 
is unable to say where or when.

She doesn’t have an answer 
because she doesn’t have a plan.

The public housing tenants 
at Millers Point have a lot more 
questions for the Minister. They have 
written, called, visited the Minister’s 
electorate office and invited her to 
their community. Minister Upton 
has refused to speak to them on 
every occasion – compounding the 
dishonesty over her government’s 
policies with disrespect for the people 
who are most affected by them.

But this is not just a matter of 
dishonesty and disrespect. There 
are important reasons why we all 
should care about the fate of the 
Millers Point community and why 
we need to retain affordable housing 

in the inner city. Without access to 
affordable housing, the low-wage 
service workers who make our city 
tick and the elderly residents who 
have given our city so much of their 
lives will be forced further away 
from their jobs, their communities 
and their support networks. And 
without them our city loses its 
workers, its heart and its character.

In their place will come a few 
wealthy home-buyers who are 
attracted to the idea of living in an 
area that was once an “authentic 
working class suburb” but has been 
tastefully renovated and turned into 
an exclusive enclave for the rich.

Once Millers Point is gone the 
state government will go after the 
residents in Ivanhoe, the residents in 
Woolloomooloo and other areas of 
interest to the property developers.

The real answer to addressing 
our affordable housing crisis is to 
invest in new housing stock, to 
ensure existing social housing is 
properly maintained and to retain a 
mix of housing that meets the diverse 
needs of local communities. S

Edwina Lloyd is a criminal defence lawyer 

who has been endorsed by the ALP to 

run against Alex Greenwich for the state 

seat of Sydney in next year’s election.

MANAGING EDITOR  
Andrew Collis

FEATURES EDITOR  
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

NEWS EDITOR
Lyn Turnbull

ONLINE EDITOR
Cate Long

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Louisa Dyce

PHOTO EDITOR
Claire Mahjoub

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Vanessa Cartwright

SUB EDITOR
Miriam Pepper

Photo: Thinkstock

Tanya Plibersek hosted a Pensions Forum with Jenny Macklin, Shadow Minister for Families 
and Payments, at Glebe Public School early in July. The school hall was packed mainly 
with people receiving the aged pension, as well as a few receiving carers and veterans 
payments or disability pensions. All were concerned about the changes announced in 
the federal budget that are yet to be passed by the senate. Among those present were 
grandparents raising grandchildren not only impacted by pension changes but also by 
the abolition of the School Kids Bonus. The aged mother of an adult child with a recurrent 
mental illness spoke of the health impacts on her family of changes with regard to eligibility 
for the Disability Support Pension.  Photo: Lyn Turnbull
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PhiliPPa Clark

i n J u ly  fo u r  yo u n g lo c a ls 
participated in the 2014 YMCa 
NSW Youth Parliament, taking over 
Macquarie Street to advocate for 
issues they are passionate about.

The YMCA NSW Youth Parliament 
is an apolitical program for young 
people aged 15-18. It promotes youth-
led advocacy, community leadership 
and parliamentary education. Over 
a period of six months, participants 

work in committees to produce a 
Bill or Report, which is then debated 
at Parliament House during Youth 
Parliament sitting week – a realistic 
simulation of NSW Parliament. 

This year, the sitting week from 
July 7-11 saw 12 bills and eight reports 
debated in the Legislative Assembly 
and the Legislative Council.

Representing the electorate of 
Heffron in the Legislative Assembly 
were Nam Kiet Nguyen and Allison 
Taylor. Ms Taylor was a member of the 
Environment and Heritage Committee, 

whose Bill focused on sustainable 
development. “Our Bill requires all 
new residential, commercial and 
public developments to include the 
necessary infrastructure to ensure 
at least 30 per cent of their projected 
energy usage comes from renewable 
energy sources,” she explained. The 
Bill was endorsed strongly by both 
the Lower and Upper House. Ms 
Taylor is proud to have been involved. 
“Learning about Parliament and 
having the opportunity to put it into 
practice was incredible to see and 

experience.”
Mr Nguyen’s committee drafted 

one of the more controversial Bills of 
Youth Parliament 2014, introducing 
registration for cyclists. The program 
was a real eye-opener, he says: “Youth 
Parliament has opened me up to 
numerous issues around NSW that 
I have not been aware of.” 

Youth MP for Sydney, Isabella 
Dimattina, 16, agrees. “YP was really 
enlightening – it changed the way 
I think about my state, city and 
electorate.” Ms Dimattina was elected 

APPeTiTe CAfe  
82 RegenT ST, RedfeRn 
Tel 9699 4069
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cafe : redfern

+
eople

ood

YouTh of TodAY, A RegulAR ARTiCle 
on loCAl YouTh And RelATed 
iSSueS, iS kindlY SPonSoRed bY 
APPeTiTe CAfe

The youTh of Today

New order in the House

Stanley Street Gallery in collaboration with the Refugee Art Project is proud 
to present STILL ALIVE. The exhibition will feature over 100 works by asylum 
seekers who have fled countries such as Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Sri Lanka and 
Burma. It includes work by children in detention and women from the Refugee 
Art Project’s Parramatta art workshop.

STILL ALIVE will feature the coffee paintings of Mohammad, a Burmese refugee 
who was detained in Villawood for over four-and-a-half years.

STILL 
ALIVE

Stanley Street Gallery
1/52-54 Stanley Street, Darlinghurst
11am-6pm, August 4-10, 2014
Phone 9368 1142
www.stanleystreetgallery.com.au

The University of Sydney Open Day
As a parent myself, I know how daunting considering your 
children’s future can be. You want them to make the right 
choices — whether to go to university, TAFE, or straight to work. 
You want them to have a career that is fulfilling and which suits 
their unique personalities .

The University of Sydney’s Open Day is your opportunity to experience the amazing programs 
and facilities we have to offer. Our Parents’ Seminar will help you guide your children, and 
support them during their final year of school. There will be advice, too, on paths and prospects 
following graduation.

Activities will take place all day, ranging from mini-lectures, to robot demonstrations, to 
presentations from the myriad clubs and societies that make University life so enjoyable. 
(Did you know the University has a Quidditch team?!)

Great talks will have you thinking and debating. You can explore the state-of-the-art Charles Perkins 
Centre before hearing a talk on the future of food, while across at the New Law Building, you can eat 
your lunch while Dr Karl Kruszelnicki tells us why psychopaths make good kings, how smartphones 
dumb down conversations and why the left side of the face is more attractive. Among the many 
other short seminars are ’10 ways an Arts degree can change the world’ and ‘Do men make better 
nurses than women?’. 

Food and entertainment will be available — including a free barbecue lunch on the Engineering 
lawns, where activities range from testing your ability in maths, to extracting DNA, to making 
ice cream using liquid nitrogen.

Free shuttle buses will travel between the University’s campuses, enabling you to tour the 
Conservatorium and the Sydney Nursing School. The amazing Nicholson Museum — one of 
Sydney’s hidden treasures — will offer free tours all day.

The University of Sydney Open Day takes place on Saturday 30 August, from 9am until 4pm. 
We welcome not only potential students and their families, but anyone with an interest in ideas, 
education, or just having a good time. Find out more at sydney.edu.au/openday and download 
the free planner, and stay up-to-date via social media. I hope to see you here.

Michael Spence 
Vice-Chancellor and Principal

COmmUnITY COnTACT DETAIlS 
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week  
Enquiries: 9114 0523  Email: local.community@sydney.edu.au

Shadow Health Minister, and along 
with the Health Committee, produced 
a Bill for extra preventative sexual 
health services in rural and regional 
areas, as well as an awareness 
campaign to combat the high rate 
of STIs among young people in 
country NSW.

In the Legislative Council, Kings 
Cross local Jarah Crook participated in 
the program for the third consecutive 
year, as Shadow Minister for Mental 
Health. “Being involved in the program 
has changed me for the better,” Mr 
Crook said. “I’ve been able to meet 
people from far-flung areas of NSW, 
with different ideas on how to address 
the issues that affect the state and the 
nation, and we’ve been able to work 
together.” His report implemented 
better reporting guidelines for the 
media in covering stories about 
mental health issues. “Currently, 
there’s no appropriate representation 
in the media to offer professional 
advice and information about mental 
health, which is problematic seeing 
how sensitive the topic is.”

All the Bills and Reports debated at 
the 2014 YMCA NSW Youth Parliament 
were presented to NSW MPs at the 
conclusion of the sitting week. Since 
the program began 13 years ago, more 
than half a dozen pieces of Youth 
Parliament legislation have been 
passed into NSW law. S

 
Philippa Clark was a Youth Member of the 

Legislative Council in 2013 and 2014.

Youth Shadow Minister for Mental health Jarah Crook   Photo: Supplied
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rebecca reddin

in The last weekend in June, 
TeAr Australia (Transformation, 
empowerment, Advocacy 
and relief), a christian Aid, 
Development and Advocacy 
organisation committed to 
a just and compassionate 
world and the alleviation 
of poverty, held its national 
conference in Stanwell Tops.

In 2012-2013, TEAR worked 
with partner organisations in 21 
countries in Africa, Asia and South 
East Asia on nearly 200 projects. 
Through such projects, communities 
develop support to establish 
and sustain microbusinesses 

and essential services.
TEAR involvement with Australian 

Aborigines began more recently.
The conference included keynote 

speakers, panel discussions, 
electives, a crèche, programs for 
children and youth, as well as 
stalls promoting Fair Trade and 
community justice issues.

The keynote speakers were: Joel 
Edwards, International Director 
for Micah Challenge; Dirk and Nel 
from Afghanistan; Mark Galpin, 
Executive Director of the United 
Mission to Nepal (UMN); Dhana 
Lama, Clusters Director, UMN; 
Tumain Matutu, Community 
Development, Tanzania; and Denise 
Champion, State Development 
Officer, Uniting Aboriginal and 

Islander Christian Congress.
The theme of the conference was 

“for Tomorrow”, “Tomorrow” being 
Good Friday’s Sunday – today’s 
suffering giving rise to tomorrow’s 
resurrection, God working through 
God’s people bringing justice 
and truth or light to the world.

Numerous contributors offered 
a wide array of electives, including 
topics such as “A Theology of 
Climate and Poverty”, “Stop the 
Traffick”, “Muddy Spirituality” 
and “The Impossible Dream”. I 
focused on the Aboriginal electives 
with Denise Champion, Brooke 
Prentice, Dianne Biritjalawuy, Jazile 
and Ben Grygoruk and others.

Dianne Biritjalawuy outlined, 
with tears, how the removal of whole 

people’s rights to microbusinesses in 
Arnhem Land has reduced her people 
to extreme deprivation of morale, 
resulting in a high suicide rate and 
early deaths. TEAR is involved in 
the Dhumba project with Arnhem 
Human Enterprise Development, 
designed specifically for remote 
communities. Equal rights and 
recognition for Aboriginal people 
are paramount. Be sure to vote in 
the coming referendum for a change 
in the Constitution so that our black 
brothers and sisters can at last be 
recognised for who they are. S

Rebecca Reddin is the TEAR 

representative in inner Sydney.  

For more information about 

TEAR, visit www.tear.org.au

anne caMac & Laura buzo

This is a new monthly column 
in the South Sydney Herald to 
explore ideas of mental health 
and illness, and encourage 
our readers to reflect upon 
them. Between us, Anne and 
Laura have over 30 years of 
experience as mental health 
professionals. That said, 
this column is not intended 
to replace professional 
advice when it is needed.

What does it mean to be 
mentally healthy? It’s something 
that may be difficult to put into 
words but most of us have a 
sense of it when we come into 
contact with a person who is 
mentally healthy. And, of course, 

the opposite, when we come 
into contact with someone who 
demonstrates its absence. We 
might define mental health as a 
general sense of well-being, of 
feeling reasonably comfortable 
with ourselves and with our 
lives, feeling as though we 
have at least some degree of 
control over our destiny.

More formal definitions of 
mental health, for example the 
World Health Organisation’s 
definition, take into account 
a person’s being in a position 
to reach their full potential, 
being able to manage the 
usual stresses of life, being 
able to contribute to their 
community – not necessarily a 
paid job, but a role with some 
responsibilities. You can see 

why many critics of Australia’s 
immigration policies have 
pointed out that to be mentally 
healthy in a mandatory detention 
centre is virtually impossible.

Mental health is more 
than just the absence of 
mental illness. It can be 
divided into four key areas.

A degree of physical health. 
Not just the absence of disease, 
but having a reasonably good 
diet, getting enough sleep 
and sunshine, being active. 
Not necessarily being superfit 
and running marathons, but 
able to move around and 
enjoy your own efforts.

Have a purpose. It might be 
a paid job, or study, or if you’re 
lucky, a vocation. It might be 
caring for others, tending a 

garden, being part of a club. It 
helps to have several of these 
purposes – we could actually call 
them roles – so that if things 
aren’t going well in one area, 
the others can act as a buffer.

Connecting with others. 
Having someone you can talk 
to, listen to, do things with, 
and just be with. (Are any 
readers thinking of their dogs 
or cats?!?) No-one is an island.

Get help for any mental 
illness. Mental illnesses affects 
our minds more than our bodies, 
although left unchecked they 
can impact on our physical 
health too. Mental illnesses 
affect how we think, feel and 
act. Getting treatment for them 
will maximise the chances of 
achieving good mental health. S

Conference promotes justice for all
TeAR delegates express hope for Tomorrow   Photo: Sue Earl

VENDOR PROFILE

GARY
The Big Issue exists to help 
marginalised, disadvantaged 
and homeless people to help 
themselves by providing 
employment and access to 
services. Many of our vendors 
are lucky enough to be housed 
but there are a few, such 
as Gary, who continue to 
sleep rough. 

“I’ve been sleeping rough off 
and on since I was 13. I’ve slept 
on the side of highways, I’ve 
slept in Hyde Park, in the middle 
of Kings Cross, Fortitude Valley 
(in Brisbane) and the Civic 
Centre down in Canberra.”

Sleeping rough is not only hard 
because of the conditions but 
also because of the way people 
treat you – “a lot of people look 
at a homeless guy and say ‘he 
must have a drug habit’, but the 
habit I have is probably $400 a 
week on dog food”.

Despite this tough lifestyle 
Gary is one of the Big Issue’s 
larrikins. Accompanied by his 
two dogs, Stacey whom he 
rescued from a dumpster seven 
years ago, and her daughter 
Missy, he has made Newtown/
Enmore his new home.

His cheeky selling style has 
clearly endeared him to the 
locals. “I wasn’t there for two 
weeks, when I came back I had 
a whole lot of people jump on 
my back saying where the heck 
have you been? They had been 
worried about me.”

“You get away with saying 
things like ‘excuse me mate, 
your girlfriend’s hot’. That’s how 
I’ve always sold. You’ve always 
got to be a bit cheeky, can’t be a 
sourpuss.”

Although he has worked at the 
Big Issue for 11 odd years he still 
hopes to get a full-time job. “If 
I get a house, I’ll get a job. You 
can’t really walk into a place 
with two dogs and a backpack 
asking for a job.”  

If you or anyone you know 
could benefit from becoming a 
vendor for The Big Issue, please 
contact the Sydney office for 
more information:  
125-127 Little Eveleigh St. 
Redfern; phone 8332 7200; 
email sydney@bigissue.org.au

PhoTo By Samuel Clark

The Big Issue is Australia’s 
leading social enterprise. 
It is an independent, not
forprofit organisation that 
develops solutions to help 
homeless, disadvantaged 
and marginalised people 
positively change their lives. 
The Big Issue magazine is 
published fortnightly and sold 
on the streets by vendors who 
purchase copies for $3 and 
sell them for $6, keeping the 
difference.

to find out more visit: 
thebigissue.org.au 

MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS

What does it mean to be mentally healthy?
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COMMENT
 

catherine wood

DiSABiliTy in everyday, 
occupational and social 
functioning is higher for those 
living in marginal accommodation 
than other social groupings. A 
high level of unemployment, 
frequency of difficulties with 
social relationships (both the 
perceived success of social 
interactions as well as the degree 
of avoidance of the same), frequent 
use of substances, including 
alcohol, high instances of mood 
disorder (probably related), and 
reluctance or inability to access 
help, for instance, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, may also be present.

 
It is important to assess individual 

needs rather than make assumptions 

based on a person’s cu r rent 
circumstances, consider individual 
preferences and facilitate recovery 
by matching individual needs with 
the most appropriate environment. 

It is essential that clinical services, 
housing services and disability support 
services, including those provided by 
non-government organisations, should 
be better coordinated in order to more 
successfully meet individuals’ varied 
and complex needs. It is important 
also that the person’s family and 
carers are included in the process.

Departments responsible for 
housing and health should work 
together to develop a range of secure 
and stable accommodation options, 
with both flexible and outreach 
support to meet the various and 
changing needs of people with 
multiple needs.

It is important that those people at 
risk of homelessness, broadly defined 

as social alienation not necessarily as 
being without shelter, are identified 
early and strategies developed to 
prevent deterioration in their social 
and economic functioning.

Active case management is very 
important for people who have been 
repeatedly hospitalised for mental 
illness. As these people are likely 
to be inadequately supported by 
the community, they frequently 
experience a recurring pattern 
of discharge and re-admission to 
hospital. The greater the severity of 
a person’s mental illness, the greater 
is the need for a case management 
approach to continuing care. This care 
extends also to the families and carers 
of the mentally ill. 

The need to develop a framework 
for future management and funding 
of these programs is the key to 
sustaining and improving the level 
of community provisions. S

MH17
Last month we were all hit by the devastating news 

of flight MH17 in Ukraine. Our deepest thoughts 

and sympathies remain with the friends and families 

of those on the flight. Of the 298 victims of this 

tragedy 37 called Australia home.

We now face the daunting task of identifying and 

repatriating the bodies of the victims. We must also 

ensure that we support the families and loved ones 

as much as we can.

Australia has successfully used its place on 

the United Nations Security Council to pass a 

resolution to ensure a full, international, transparent 

investigation of the incident. The international 

response to this disaster does show how 

multilateral institutions, when operating well, 

can be very effective. It was very important that 

the Security Council vote on Australia’s resolution 

was unanimous.

It was also very important that Russia voted with 

the rest of the Security Council. Russia now has a 

much greater task in the coming weeks. The area in 

the east of Ukraine that MH17 crashed is currently 

controlled by pro-Russian separatists. Unfortunately, 

to date we have seen some examples of the 

separatists attempting to hinder the investigation.

President Vladimir Putin and the Russian 

Government must use their influence with these 

pro-Russian separatists to ensure that they fully 

cooperate with the investigation team and 

the international community. They must allow 

a full investigation by Australian, Dutch and 

other police experienced in the difficult task of 

forensic investigation over such a large site.

It seems very likely that MH17 was brought down 

by a surface to air missile. If this is the case, we 

need to establish who fired the missile and where 

they got it from. We hope that the investigation 

will proceed as smoothly, transparently and in 

as credible way as possible. It is vital that we 

establish exactly what has happened and that the 

international community accepts these findings.

Meanwhile all Australians grieve at the senseless 

loss of human life and our thoughts are with the 

family and friends.

Tanya Plibersek

laura hanna with kevin from feature Creatures   Photo: Sara Brown

Current issues in disability, 
homelessness and mental health services

NAIDOC Day in Redfern
andrew coLLis

REDFERN: “We’re lucky that every 
week at the ncie feels like nAiDoc 
Week!” said April long, Programs 
Manager at the ncie (national centre 
of indigenous excellence). Ms long 
was especially excited about hosting 
the 2014 inner-city nAiDoc family & 
Sports Day on friday July 11.

The event has been held in the local 
area for over 20 years. This year’s event 
under clear skies at the NCIE saw 
performances by Jess Beck, Bonnie 
Riley, and the Green Hand Band. The 
grassroots reggae and desert-rock 
ensemble impressed, with songwriter 
Tim Grey in fine voice. The band’s debut 
album is due for release on Gadigal 
Records. 

Emcee Sean Choolburra kept the 
audience smiling, clapping and dancing. 
He’s a funny fella. The Indigenous 
Excellence Talent Quest brought musical 
performers of all ages to the main stage. 
The Quest, won by Mi-Kaisha Masella, 
was an event highlight.  

The day had something for everyone. 
There was a jumping castle and face 
painting for kids, plus sports workshops 
(AFL, NRL, OzTag, Basketball and 
more), food, health, culture and 
information sharing. A mobile animal 
zoo set up by Feature Creatures drew 
many a wide-eyed visitor. 

Stalls were hosted by various 
organisations such as Eora College, 
Wayside Chapel, Mission Australia, 
Weave Youth & Community Services, 
Australian Indigenous Mentoring 
Exper ience (A IME), Nat iona l 
Congress of Australia’s First Peoples, 
Aboriginal Legal Service, The Fact 
Tree, Redfern Community Centre, 
Interrelate Aboriginal Services, and 
the Yarning Circle.

The Yarning Circle runs workshops 
all over the city and is keen to hear 
from community groups interested in 
storytelling get-togethers for children or 
adults. The Let’s Have a Yarn program 
enables participants to share stories, 
knowledge and experience. Using 
wool as a medium, the group creates 
a “web of knowledge” that grows and 

strengthens along with the confidence 
of participants.

Ben Madgen of the Sydney Kings 
was a popular attraction at the three-
on-three basketball competition. 
“I’m really proud to be part of what’s 
happening today, and to be involved 
with the NCIE,” Mr Madgen said. “We 
train here regularly and the facilities are 
very professional.” The Sydney Kings 
co-captain is a committed volunteer 
whose own program, Madgen’s Message 
of Hope, supports the Children’s Hospital 
at Westmead and the Sydney Children’s 
Hospital in Randwick. 

Enmore resident Jean Bartley has 
been making seedpod turtles for just a 
few months. In January, while out for a 
walk in the rain, she saw what looked 
like baby turtles on the footpath beneath 
a Jacaranda tree. Her painted Jacaranda 
seedpods bear an uncanny resemblance 
to baby turtles and she had many on 
show and for sale. Taped to the front of 
her stall was a letter of appreciation from 
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. “I 
gave them a couple of turtles and they 
really loved them,” Ms Bartley said. S
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Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure 
Psychology

UrbAn nAtUre wellbeing centre 

216 enmore rd (cnr edgewAre rd) 

enmore nsw 2042

caring, confidential psychological services 

to help you deal with life’s difficulties

bulk billing available on referral from gP

contact elizabeth munro on 0408 612 808  
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triPoD cAFetriPoD cAFe

andrew coLLis

SURRY HILLS: on his facebook 
page David christopher Marsh lists 
29 favourite music genres – from 
classical to rock, folk to blues. David 
loves music. Sitting in his Surry hills 
apartment, surrounded by books 
and papers, coffee cups and religious 
prints, we listen to haydn’s String 
Quartets and talk music, art, ideas 
and Bob Dylan.

“I have 56 Bob Dylan CDs,” David 
says. “I got into his music at the time 
of his (and my own) conversion, and 
started collecting all his records. My 
favourite album is Shot of Love. I 
like that Dylan invented himself – he 
invented re-inventing yourself. His songs 
are meaningful and relevant. I’m not a 
big fan of his recent work but I still listen 
to everything he puts out. He’s an artist 
and an inspiration – though I’m trying 
to be more objective about his work and 
influence on my own writing.”

David is a well-known and highly 
regarded writer. His website, A Street 
Spirituality, is a source of thoughtful 
and thought-provoking psychological 
and spiritual reflection. The late Father 
Brian Stoney, co-founder of Cana 
Communities, said: “David Marsh is 
most competent to compose poetry 
that speaks powerfully about the 
human condition. He writes sensitively, 
finding hope, dignity and reverence in 
the darkest, most abject and chaotic 
of persons and things. David knows 

the soul. He is a passionate searcher 
of the soul.”

The clarity of David’s work is striking. 
One short prayer reads: “Lord, You 
attracted people by means of Your 
virtue. May I attract people by means 
of the same.” “The Deepest Hunger” 
is a good example of David’s gift for 
handling the complex while maintaining 
respect for depth and mystery. The poem 
concludes: “Every other hunger/  Is the 
hunger to love …”

“I have lived in Sydney’s inner city 
for over 30 years, including time in and 
out of South Sydney,” David says. “I 
have now been settled in my housing 
commission unit for nearly 10 years. It 
is just perfect for me, and it has walls 
at unusual angles, which add character.

“I began writing at 19 but only 
did it to show to friends. I began to 
write seriously in the late ’90s when 
two friends approached me with the 
idea of publishing a book [David has 
published three books to date]. Most of 
my writing happens in bed at night. I 
gave up using a notebook, as the ideas 
were never completed. The piece of 
writing comes all at once or not at all.” 
The writing process entails longhand 
drafts proceeded by typed and printed 
copies then final versions uploaded to 
the website.

Several years ago a poem of David’s 
called “Ceremonies of the Streets” 
was set to music by folk artist Steve 
Langella and published in a songbook. 
Collaborations with other writers 
have elicited appreciation of various 

approaches and styles, but David is very 
much a self-taught and independent 
artist.

He mentions that one day he’d like 
to meet Joseph Tawadros, a Sydney-
based oud player. A friend at Title music 
store in Crown Street first played him 
the recordings of the Egyptian-born 
virtuoso. “I like to listen to music most 
of the day, just walking around the 
house or while I’m smoking,” David 
says. “You can listen to music without 
distractions.” 

David is also drawn to the visual arts. 
He has made several pastel drawings 
and a large painting he made of the 
Cosmic Christ hangs in his living room. 
“I was enrolled in a communications 
course at Uni,” David adds. “My 
favourite subject was Film Studies.”

David descr ibes h is work as 
essentially Christian, though “not always 
traditional”. There’s something prophetic 
about his musings on non-violence and 
justice. The recurring figure of Jesus 
is a teacher of Wisdom as well as a 
Presence known in vulnerability and 
community. A liturgical piece called 
simply “A Blessing” offers something 
of a belief statement: “May you know 
by your heart what is real / May living 
waters cleanse your soul / By loving may 
you understand / To live the life that God 
has planned/ Because of you may others 
live/  Because of you may others love / 
That you may find within your heart / 
A paradise; a work of art.” S

www.astreetspirituality.com

Passionate searcher of the soul  
Reader Profile: David Marsh

Victoria Pearson

An inQUiry into the current tenancy 
management arrangements for those 
in social housing has been announced. 
The enquiry will be conducted by 
the nSW Public Account committee 
and will assess the current state of 
tenancy management, including 
the current management scheme’s 
cost effectiveness and the support 
services offered to tenants who live 
in social housing.

Another area that the inquiry aims 
to investigate is the measures used to 
improve tenancy management services. 
The inquiry follows a spate of power 
outages in one of the city’s central social 
housing developments – the Turanga 
Building in Waterloo.

Residents in the tower experienced a 
series of power cuts over three separate 
days: May 17, June 1 and June 8, with 
the longest one lasting upwards of 

18 hours. The power outages led to a 
lack of functioning toilet facilities for 
residents. Additionally there was no 
light or lift access or running water 
during this time. Two tenants were 
taken to hospital after the cuts restricted 
power to their respiratory equipment.

Following the power cuts, a letter 
written by the Waterloo Neighbourhood 
Advisory Board was sent to Minister 
Gabrielle Upton on June 17. The letter, 
which outlined the effects of the power 
cuts on social housing residents, was 
also sent to Housing NSW (HNSW) and 
the NSW Land and Housing Corporation 
(NSW LHC).

To date there has been no response 
or comment from Minister Upton on the 
issue, and the Waterloo Neighbourhood 
Advisory Board has received no reply 
to its letter.

Ross Smith, a representative for 
the Board, has said that “the silence 
from the Minister, her office, Housing 
NSW and NSW Land and Housing 

Corporation has been absolutely total 
from this end”. 

“The question of whether there was 
a current Fire Safety Certificate for 
the Turanga Building and the other 
five high-rise multiple occupancy 
buildings in Waterloo owned by NSW 
LHC, and, if so, who signed off on them, 
was put to the Minister, HNSW and 
NSW LHC. This issue still has not been 
acknowledged, much less answered,” 
he said.

  The response from various NSW 
government factions on the issue was 
limited until the inquiry launch on 
July 8. In a statement announcing the 
inquiry, Jonathon O’Dea MP, Chair of 
NSW Parliament’s Public Accounts 
Committee, said that the issue is of 
importance to both social housing 
tenants and the broader community 
as “social housing stakeholders.” S 

Submissions for the inquiry are 

being accepted until August 8.

Tenancy management inquiry

david Marsh in his Surry hills home   Photo: Kat Hines
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Fundraiser a heart-warming success

SSH

There were many excited kids at 
Sydney Park yesterday as children’s 
TV sensation dirtgirl and cricket and 
soccer superstar ellyse Perry joined 
Planet Ark for National Tree Day. 
Participants helped plant over 4,000 
trees and plants as part of the City 
of Sydney’s strategy of increasing its 
urban canopy by 50 per cent by 2030.

Dirtgirl and Perry posed for photos 
with the youngsters, who planted 
seedlings, watched a native animal 
display, had fun doing nature crafts 
and had their faces painted. There 
were free plants to take home, as well 
as a sausage sizzle put on by long-
term National Tree Day supporters the 
Lions Club.

Sydney Park was just one of the 3,000 
National Tree Day events organised 
by councils, schools, businesses, 
communities and Toyota Dealers across 
the country, for Australia’s largest tree-
planting and nature care event.

Since Planet Ark launched National 
Tree Day in 1996, more than three 
million participants have planted 20 
million native trees, shrubs and grasses. 
An independent survey commissioned 
by Planet Ark has found that many 
Australians clearly value the health 
and wellbeing benefits of homes, 
neighbourhoods, workplaces and 

schools with access to nature.
The research report, titled Valuing 

Trees – What is Nature Worth? builds 
upon previous research commissioned 
by Planet Ark about direct links 
between contact with nature and a 
range of health and wellbeing benefits.

“Trees and plants provide more than 
just environmental and aesthetic value,” 
says National Tree Day Manager Debbie 
Agnew. “The payoffs also include 
financial benefits such as storm water 

management and reducing the need for 
air-conditioning, health benefits such as 
improving air quality, reducing stress 
and promoting physical activity, and 
significant productivity benefits in the 
workplace.” S

National Tree Day is organised by Planet 

Ark in partnership with Toyota and its 

Dealer Network, which provides on-the-

ground support at local community 

tree planting sites Australia-wide.

Peter WHiteHead

WATERLOO: wiNTer, it is my habit to 
huff, is an english season irrelevant 
to Australia. Yet, as darkness dropped 
and the brisk breeze brought news of 
snow on the Blue Mountains to raglan 
Street, it seemed the South Sydney 
Herald had succeeded in raising 
winter for its fundraiser on Saturday 
July 19, and we should hope for as 
much success raising funds.

With SSH stalwart Ross Smith 
collecting cash at the door, that task 
was in good hands. Inside the church, 
scores clustered happily as volunteers 
offered platters of vegetarian delicacies. 
The four heaters high on the walls 
glowed bravely against the cold as 
convivial conversations also warmed 
the gathering.

Tanya Plibersek, Sydney’s federal 
representative and deputy leader of the 
ALP, mingled with old mates and met 
a few new before hurrying to further 
commitments. Penny Sharpe, who 
forsakes her state upper house place for 
the race to be the inaugural member for 
Newtown, stayed as the Rev. Andrew 
Collis, our esteemed editor, opened 
proceedings by lighting a candle and 
calling a minute’s silence for the victims 
of the MH17 atrocity before inviting 
Norma Ingram to give a Welcome to 
Country.

Norma reminded us we were on 
the land of the Gadigal people, one of 
the 29 clan groups of the Eora whose 
traditional territory is the Sydney basin. 
“Australian history began with the 
Dreamtime,” she informed us and 
spoke movingly of the diversity and 
depth of Indigenous civilisation before 
closing with serene strength: “There 
is tar and cement over this land, but it 
always is, always was and always will 
be Aboriginal land.”

Guest speaker Felicity Reynolds, 
Chief Executive Officer of the Mercy 
Foundation, started with a tribute to the 
sweet jazz sounds preceding her – the 

John Harkins Trio (comprising John on 
piano, Max Alduca on double bass and 
Grace Chung’s vocals) – that had quite 
transported her. But she quickly got on 
topic – homelessness. Her experience in 
the field makes her ask, “when groups 
come together to help homeless people, 
why do so many service it and not work 
to solve it?”

“Housing solves homelessness,” she 
said simply before noting that we are 
not told that most homelessness is about 
poverty and unaffordable housing. 
And, please, do not rob people of their 
dignity by referring to “the homeless”, 
a thoughtless stereotype.

A lively question time was sped along 
by Julie McCrossin darting about with 
the mic as the evening moved briskly 
towards devouring what remained of 
the 27 types of tasty treats lovingly 
prepared at Tripod Café.

And our desserts awaited us out the 
back in the church hall, dramatically 
crossed with red carpet for the evening. 
A table groaned under cakes and fruit 
and tea and coffee and a variety of 
milks. (Did I mention this was a dry 
fundraiser? “Not in time …” mutters 
my Lois Lane.)

Then Vanessa Caspersz was 
welcomed to the temporary stage and 
introduced ukulele infused beat-boxing 

to an audience predominantly unaware 
of this recent musical phenomenon. Her 
sweetly soaring sounds – accompanied 
by the odd guttural clicking – provided 
a delightful highpoint to the evening.

Once the applause for Vanessa’s 
encore smattered out, Andrew and his 
editing rock, Lyn Turnbull, bestowed 
beautifully hand-knitted woollens upon 
the performers. 

Fond farewells filtered into the 
evening as unstinting volunteers 
cleaned up after an event we can’t wait 
to attend again next year.

Although – can we work on the 
name? This time of year was known 
for aeons as Tugarah’gunyamarra: a cold 
and windy season when the gossamer 
wattle flowers and, traditionally, shelters 
are built facing the morning sun. Winter 
is what we wish upon homeless people 
through our inattention. S

Thank you to everyone who attended 

the fundraiser, and thanks to all who 

donated money and time. Together we 

raised $5,000 towards SSH production 

costs. See the SSH Facebook page 

for more photos by Claire Mahjoub. 

Thanks to Jovana Terzic for the 

photo booth artwork. If you would like 

high-resolution versions of photos 

please email photos@ssh.com.au.

Hands get dirty at Sydney Park for 
National Tree Day

by Louisa Dyce

It’s Wednesday night at 6pm, August 30, and all the SSH 

editors who can attend the monthly meeting are gathered 

at Dorothy McRae-McMahon’s table. Now, I have to 

admit that this is the last time I have to write this column 

and I have a severe case of writer’s block because of it. 

I admonish myself out loud to my colleagues for not 

having my work in by deadline and I’m still at a loss as to 

what to write. As I continue with internal castigations I 

realise, amongst these good people, that I’m tasting my 

salvation. The salvation is what I’m eating! Oh, thank you, 

Dorothy! She has saved me from my writer’s block because 

of her bountiful table and most of all because of her soup! 

It’s one of the best soups I have ever eaten! 

So here it is – Dorothy is keen to share! – her wonderful 

recipe for Watercress, Pea and Potato Soup.

 

50ml extra virgin olive oil

50g butter

2 cloves of garlic, crushed

2 onions, sliced

2 leeks, finely sliced

450g desiree potatoes, peeled and chopped

750ml vegetable stock

1½ cups frozen peas

1 bunch watercress, chopped

200ml pouring cream

sea salt and black pepper, to season

•	 Heat olive oil and butter in large saucepan and cook 

leeks, garlic and onions until soft, stirring frequently. 

•	 Add potatoes and cook for five minutes. 

•	 Add stock and 1 cup of water and simmer for 

12-15 minutes or until vegetables are tender. 

•	 Add peas and watercress and cook for four minutes. 

•	 Add cream and cook for two minutes. 

•	 Place soup in a blender or food processor and process 

until smooth. 

•	 Check seasoning.

As I said, this is my last veggie column. I’m still working 

for the paper but Peter Ince of the Food Distribution 

Network is taking over the column from next month. 

I’m looking forward to the new information he can 

provide about healthy cooking and eating.

SOuP-eR WATeRCReSS, 
PeAS AND SPuDS

Badde Manors CaFÉ
37 Glebe Point rd, Glebe 

Tel 9660 3797 (open seven days & nights)

Column sponsored by

Authentic coffee-house culture of the 50s and 60s.
Warm and inviting.

Members of Cana Communities and Garden Shelter volunteers    Photo: Claire Mahjoub

Learning begins from an early age    Photo: Supplied
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COMMENT
ross sMith

The NSW Government Gazette 
of friday february 6, 2004, 
proclaimed the formation of the 
current council of the city of 
Sydney. it rose like a phoenix 
from the ashes of the former 
city of South Sydney and 
city of Sydney councils. The 
proclamation said that there 
were to be no wards for the first 
election of the new council, 
but provided for wards for 
subsequent ordinary elections.  

There is a Bill coming up in mid 
August 2014 in the NSW Parliament 
to amend the City of Sydney Act. 
This provides an opportunity 
for the reinstatement of wards 
in the City of Sydney Council. 

The wards model, which is 
not in place at present, creates 
an enhanced level of local 
representation for each ward.

 The wards model provides 
for local councillors who are 
responsive to the community 
of the ward they are the elected 
representatives of. They can 
be held accountable by the 

community of the ward whilst 
representing the needs of local 
residents and businesses in 
each ward’s catchment area. 

It provides councillors with the 
capacity and the time to develop 
a detailed knowledge of the ward 
they represent, and the needs of 
that community. It means that each 
councillor has greater opportunity 
to speak with individual residents 
and more time to assist in gaining 
resolution of their concerns. 

If you feel that the adoption of 
the wards model, which the former 
South Sydney Council assumed, 
would enhance the level of service 
that you receive from the current 
City of Sydney Council and its 
councillors, you should contact the 
Shooters and Fishers Party in the 
NSW Parliament and make your 
views known. It is the Shooters 
and Fishers who are proposing 
to introduce amendments to the 
City of Sydney Act in mid August. 
Alternatively, you could contact 
the Shadow Minister for Local 
Government, the Hon. Sophie 
Cotsis, or the Minister for Local 
Government, the Hon. Paul Toole, 
and make your views known. 
All can be contacted at Parliament 
House by either phone or letter. S

OPINION
darren Jenkins

A conSTAnT challenge for 
community organisations and 
resident action groups is to focus 
the precious and often limited 
time of volunteers on what is most 
needed and on what can achieve 
the most good. All too frequently, 
this means not everything gets 
the attention it deserves. But 
prioritising is essential in order 
to make the greatest impact 
with the resources available.

One such emerging priority 
for communities in South 
Sydney is the Central to Eveleigh 
Corridor Development.

Even at this early stage, the 
Central to Eveleigh Corridor 
Development has all the 
hallmarks of a looming battle 
between local communities and 
an over-reaching government.

Think for a moment about size 
and scale. The NSW government’s 
“master developer” UrbanGrowth 
NSW is eyeing 80 hectares of 
state-owned land, spanning 
southward from Sydney’s Central 
station. To put that in perspective, 

80 hectares is roughly equivalent 
to twice the size of Sydney Park. 

And then consider UrbanGrowth’s 
“vision”. Already, computer 
generated visuals show tower 
after tower. Couple this with the 
new Planning Minister prepared 
to put “all options on the table” 
in respect of building height. 
Sydney Tower (309m) may 
soon become the dwarfed little 
brother of the city skyline.

But perhaps most pressing is 
the timeframe. UrbanGrowth 
has identified North Eveleigh, 
South Eveleigh and Australian 
Technology Park as the first sites 
for redevelopment within the next 
“0-5 years”. So, in the absence 
of anything to the contrary, 
consider the starting gun fired. 

It is at these early stages of 
this monster redevelopment that 
communities – and the groups 
that represent them – stand 
the best chance of having 
some influence by becoming 
informed, getting organised, and 
speaking up with a clear voice.

Of particular concern to 
us all should be the clear 
and present danger to public 
housing along the corridor.

As noted in Geoff Turnbull’s 

recent column (“Early Central to 
Eveleigh timeframe”, SSH, July 
2014), UrbanGrowth’s Concept 
Plan identifies the possible loss 
of 46 public housing homes in 
Explorer Street, South Eveleigh 
within the next five years. Given 
the NSW government’s disposition 
towards the public housing tenants 
in Millers Point, this possibility 
would seem to be a strong one.

However, there is a strong 
precedent in Erskineville of the 
community kicking back when 
local public housing is threatened. 
In 2002, public housing tenants and 
the wider community came together 
to successfully resist redevelopment 
of the Erskineville public housing 
estate on Swanson Street. This 
should be a clear warning to 
government, if one was needed, not 
to expect communities to sit idly by.

In the coming weeks, the Friends 
of Erskineville will be letting 
locals know about UrbanGrowth’s 
redevelopment designs for South 
Eveleigh. We are getting organised 
early. I encourage you to join us. S

Darren Jenkins is the President of the 

Friends of Erskineville. You can become a 

Friend of Erskineville or join the mailing 

list at www.erskinevillevillage.org

GuEST EDITORIAl
 

geoffrey turnbuLL

The MArch 2014 edition of 
the SSh provided a front-page 
overview of Sydney University’s 
campus improvement Plan (ciP) 
– its plan for a big increase in its 
campus by 2020.

Submissions on the CIP have 
come from residents, colleges, 
Council, Area Health, Department of 
Planning and Environment (DPE), 
the National Trust and the Heritage 
Office among others. The response 
document summarises the issues 
raised in submissions and provides 
the University’s response point by 
point – it is educational reading 
seeing what has been raised and 
how the University has responded.

 CoxRichardson has also 
undertaken a review of the CIP 

resulting in a 7 per-cent reduction 
in floor space. The Grounds 
Conservation Management Plan 
and Landscape Plan have been 
adjusted. The new plans and shadow 
diagrams are also provided. 

In response to the University 
not undertaking the consultations 
required by DPE with resident 
groups in preparation of the CIP, 
the groups were promised that the 
community would have a chance 
to view and comment on the 
University’s response to submissions 
before a determination was made.

The University’s response is on 
public exhibition until August 25 
under SSD 13_6123 on the DPE Major 
Projects site under “Response to 
Submissions”. Take this opportunity 
to comment. S

Geoffrey Turnbull is the spokesperson 

for REDWatch – one of the groups not 

consulted in the preparation of the CIP

FAITH
dorothy Mcrae-McMahon

MAny PeoPle of faith “pass 
the peace” to each other during 
worship services and beyond. This 
is obviously a friendly gesture, 
especially amid the complexities of 
everyday life. however, i sometimes 
wonder what we really mean when 
we say “peace be with you”?

Are we suggesting that life 
should be without worries, or that 
hard questions should go away? 
Are we believing that people 
of faith should be living lives 
which are calm and restful?

In the Christian tradition, we have 
the promise: “And the peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:10). 

So, how might we describe “peace 
which passes all understanding”? 
Have you experienced that sort of 
peace? I doubt that feeling peaceful 
when everything is going well can 
be described in that way, as that is 
certainly not beyond understanding. 
Is the promise of God related 
to rewards for those who are 
believers, with non-believers rarely 
experiencing peace as a form of 
punishment? I doubt that this is so.

It is interesting to share with 
each other stories of moments 
when we, unexpectedly, have 
felt an amazing sense of peace. I 
recall when I was agonising about 
whether to reveal my sexuality 
in the face of risking losing my 
ordination, my job and possibly 
many relationships, the lack of 
peace was present within me. When 
I decided I did need to take that 
risk, an inner peace truly surprised 

me and stayed with me after the 
public “coming out”. I suspect that 
a person like Ian Thorpe may well 
have had the same experience.

The peace of God is often linked 
with a costly enacting of integrity, 
a moment in life which demands 
that we live with courage and faith, 
even though we do not know what 
will follow and how we will cope 
with that. Taking a stand for justice 
which may lead to various forms 
of critique and rejection by people 
around us, or even greater costs in 
some situations, can still hold us 
into surprising peace within the 
depths of our hearts and lives.

I recall meeting with Nelson 
Mandela shortly after he had 
been released from all those long 
years in prison and to find this 
extraordinarily peaceful person. 
When he walked down the central 
aisle of St. Mary’s Cathedral in 

Sydney during the welcoming service 
which we had arranged for him 
there, some people stretched out their 
hands to be near to him. They sensed 
an aura of good and peace around 
him. In talking with him, I could 
see that this profound peace was not 
so much related to the fact that he 
was now free from prison but the 
something which was deeply within 
his life when he was surviving that 
imprisonment – the peace of God 
which passes all understanding. 

I have noticed this peace in many 
people who have suffered for the 
cause of justice and compassion in 
various struggles around the world. 
In saying this, I am not suggesting 
that they, or we, should choose to 
suffer in the hope of finding peace. 
It is more about daring to walk 
towards life which reflects the calling 
of God to humankind to be part of 
the transforming of the community 

around us into one which expresses 
love for all people. As we commit 
ourselves to try to do this as best we 
can, for its own sake, we may well 
be surprised by what comes to us 
in gifts of deep and inner peace – 
something which is hard to describe. 

Another time when we can feel 
surprising peace is when we are 
grieving the loss of one we love. 
As we are prepared to go down 
into the depths of our sadness, 
there beneath it can sometimes 
be a sense of profound peace.

None of this means that, once 
we choose to be faithfully obedient 
to the hopes of God for us, we 
are forever in peace. We are all 
human and thus move back and 
forth in the way we live for good or 
otherwise. However, when we do 
experience peace, which is beyond 
understanding, it will forever stand 
as a grand hope for our lives. S 

Peace be with you

City of Sydney  
Act amendments

local communities must 
stand up for themselves now 

Opportunity to respond to sydney Uni
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andrew o’keefe

BUT hoW often do we stop and 
think about how we, as individuals, 
can make that change happen? 
how often do we take opportunity 
to speak with our friends or family 
about it, or to stand together to 
say publicly that we believe in the 
safety and happiness of all women?

We all know that violence 
against women and children is the 
number one human rights abuse 
in Australia. We know that one 
in three of our sisters, daughters, 
friends, girlfriends or wives will 
suffer violence at the hands of a 
man at some point in her life. We 
all know that family violence is the 
leading cause of homelessness for 
women and kids in our community, 
and that it clogs up our courts, jails, 
hospitals and refuge services. 

More than that though, we all 
know plainly and simply that 
violence is wrong: that no person 
should be robbed of health, 
dignity, or self-esteem, their 
kids, or their life, just because 
of the lottery of their gender. 

We know all that. But what 
are we doing about it?

Well for me, “doing something 
about it” means asking myself some 
tough and basic questions every day, 

so that instead of contributing to the 
problem I can be part of the solution. 
These are the questions that I ask:

Do I truly believe that men and 
women are equal, even if we’re 
different? Do I really hope for a 
world where all the women I love 
get the same opportunities for 
happiness, success and safety that 
I take for granted? Or do I secretly 
think that men have a special 
place of privilege in this world 
that women will never share?

Do I ever say anything to my 
friends or colleagues when they 
speak about women in ways that I 

know are out of line? I mean, we all 
know that feeling of embarrassment 
when one of our mates makes a 
joke that goes too far, or when 
someone runs down their partner in 
a really awful way. But do we ever 
pluck up the courage to actually 
say, “Hey mate, come on …” 

How do I manage conflict in my 
relationships? No one expects two 
people to get along perfectly for 
their whole lives. There will always 
be disagreements or disputes in a 

relationship. But when that happens, 
how do I deal with it? Do I shout and 
swear and call my partner names, or 
threaten her or hit her so that I get my 
own way? Or do I try to sit down with 
her and calmly work it out? In other 
words, do I truly seek to love and be 
loved, or do I just want to be obeyed?

Do I show my sons and daughters 
and mates what respect and equality 
really mean by living a respectful 
life myself? Do I do my fair share of 
the housework, do I take an active 
role in nurturing my kids instead 
of just being a good-time dad, do I 
treat my partner with kindness and 

respect by valuing her contributions 
and making space for her interests, 
do I show my kids that a man doesn’t 
have to be the tough guy in control of 
every situation, and do I celebrate the 
achievements of my boys and girls 
equally, or is a win in footy somehow 
better than a win in netball?

Do I ever talk to my kids about 
their world? We know that children 
these days are bombarded with 
movies and games and ads and 
websites and tweets that portray 

men as all-powerful warriors and 
big-dicked studs, while portraying 
women as either meek and mild 
nurturers or huge-breasted nymphos. 
Kids take those messages in. Of 
course we can’t stop them from 
absorbing this stuff, but we can try 
to teach them that these images are 
a fiction, that real life isn’t like that, 
and that there are different ways 
to be a real man or an authentic 
woman. We can teach them what it 
means to give and expect respect.

My wife and I have two little boys 
and a little girl. They are terrific 
kids (99.6 per cent of the time) and 
I know that if we raise them right, 
our boys will grow up to be fine 
men who are judged on the quality 
of their characters and the merit of 
their deeds. Of course, we hope that 
our little girl will be judged the same 
way, but we know that there’s a fair 
chance she’ll also be judged on what 
she looks like in a pair of denim 
shorts, or what she’s prepared to do 
for her boyfriend in the bedroom as 
a teenager, or whether she can “grow 
a pair of balls” in the boardroom. 
And we know that there’s a good 
chance she’ll never feel as safe 
walking home at night, or being 
home at night, as our boys will.

Now, it horrifies me to think that 
my girl would ever be attacked or 
belittled by a man she loved, or 
by anyone. But it horrifies me just 
as much to think that either of 
my boys would ever think it was 
okay to treat a woman that way. 

I want my sons and my daughter 
to grow up in a world where they 
are equal, where they are given 

exactly the same opportunities for 
success and happiness, and where 
they are in the best possible kinds 
of relationships where respect, 
dignity and love are shared. But 
none of that is possible in a world 
where men feel entitled to dominate 
women through any form of violence, 
whether it be the violence of the 
hand or the violence of the mind. 
And sadly, in our world, there are 
too many men who feel that way. 

Of course, it’s easy to fall into 
a sense of helplessness when the 
problem is so huge and so entrenched 
in our culture. But the good news 
is that we can change our world 
for the better, every single one 
of us, if we just remember this 
simple truth: it starts with me. Me, 
asking myself the big questions.

As I said at the start, we all know 
that violence is wrong. But let’s not 
just keep asking, “What are they 
going to do about it?” Instead let’s 
ask, “What am I going to do about 
it?” Because every action we take, 
every word we utter, sets a standard 
for our world to aspire to. As the great 
Irish statesman Edmund Burke once 
said, “nobody ever made a greater 
mistake than he who did nothing 
because he could do only a little”. 
We all want to see an end to violence 
against women and girls. But if we 
want to see the change, we have to be 
the change. Lots of littles make a lot. S

Andrew O’Keefe is the host of Deal 

or No Deal, a presenter on Weekend 

Sunrise on Channel 7 and one of the 

founders of White Ribbon. For more 

information: www.whiteribbon.org.au

I have never met a person who truly believes that violence against women is okay. We all know it’s not. Even when I’ve 

sat in on court-mandated behaviour-change groups for men who’ve committed violence against their partners, the strong 

sense I had was of guys who knew they’d done the wrong thing and were desperately seeking ways to change.

Do I show my sons and daughters and 

mates what respect and equality really 

mean by living a repectful life myself?

A call to men – let’s be 
the best we can be

Photo: Thinkstock
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John wiLLiaMs

We liVe in a world that cannot 
function without energy. how do 
we make energy choices for a future 
of an economically prosperous 
and safe climate world for all of 
humanity? is the alternative a world 
that is ecologically ruined with 
an unsafe climate globally? The 
likely consequence of an unsafe 
climate is economic disruption.

The industrialised, mobile and 
digitally connected world of today 
has been built with energy derived 
mostly from the burning of fossil 
carbon, namely oil, coal and gas. 
The resulting emissions of carbon 
gas into the atmosphere and oceans 
are warming the planet and resulting 
in an unstable climate globally 
with vast ecological destruction. 
Emissions from burning fossil fuels 
for energy account for 70 per cent 
of all global warming emissions. 
A safe climate future demands a 
clean, low carbon energy future.

 We use globally a massive 18TW 
(trillion watts) of energy continuously 
all year around. This energy use 
is predicted to almost double by 
2050 to 30TW. By comparison the 
entire land and marine plant life 
of the Earth uses about 100TW 
continuously of solar radiation. 
This comparison shows why there 
is a push to make the world’s energy 
use 100 per cent renewable by 
using solar and other clean energy 
sources like wind. In theory we 
should be able to meet all our energy 
needs with solar radiation and 
other sources of renewable energy. 

This is not immediately feasible 
with today’s technologies.

 The challenge is that solar and 
other renewable energy sources 
mainly produce electrical energy. 
Whereas the world’s energy balance 
as at this year is only 17 per cent 
electrical, the other 83 per cent 
of energy applications, such 
as transport, building heating, 
industry and agriculture use 
mostly primary carbon energy. 

The world must be transformed 
into predominantly an electrical 
world to make a clean, green energy 
future. This transformation will take 
several decades. The International 
Energy Agency estimates that by 
2050 the electrical share of energy 
use in the world needs to reach 
30 per cent based on at least 70 
per cent renewable energy. Only 
then will we possibly keep global 
warming below the international 
agreed safe limit of 2°C.

 The claim that a temperature rise 
of 2°C is safe is contested by many 
climate agencies. At the Climate 
Restoration forum in Melbourne 
in June this year it was explained 
that the world is already outside the 
Holocene stable climate age with a 
0.8°C temperature rise. It was during 

this stable climate age that humanity 
evolved culturally to the modern 
society of today. There is no reason 
to expect that a 2°C temperature rise 
will be safe. Humanity has never 
lived on such a hot planet. Evidence 
of unstable climate is already 
apparent in Australia and worldwide.

The need for a clean renewable 
energy future is urgent. Even with 
a massive investment in renewable 
energy and a decarbonisation of 

our lifestyle we will still probably 
reach or exceed the 2°C “safe” 
limit. That investment would focus 
on closing older coal fired power 
stations, building wind farms 
and solar plants and electrifying 
transport. The threat to the world 
by staying on a high carbon path is 
a rise of 4°C or even 6°C warming 
by the year 2100. Both scenarios 
are cataclysmic for life on Earth.

 There are some optimistic signs 
that our global leaders are moving 
to build a safe clean energy future. 
President Obama has moved to 
reduce carbon emissions from coal 
fired power stations. China is taking 
world leadership by capping its use 
of coal and moving strongly into 
renewable energy sources of solar, 
wind and other low carbon energy 

sources. China is also starting to 
price carbon. There are signs of a 
movement by many world leaders 
to reach an international agreement 
on carbon pricing and drastically 
reducing carbon emissions. These 
are matters for negotiation at the next 
climate change conference scheduled 
for December 2015 in Paris.

 Meanwhile, Australia’s Prime 
Minister, Tony Abbott is working 
hard to keep Australia as a strong 
carbon based economy. His actions 
to remove the carbon tax with its 
planned transition to carbon trading 
and to fill many senior government 
positions with climate sceptics is 
building a carbon framework for a 
dangerous future. Fortunately the 
Clean Energy Funding Corporation, 
the Renewable Energy Target 
and Agency seem likely to be 
protected by the Senate. Still the 
loss of a strong mechanism to price 
carbon leaves Australia without 
an adequate policy framework 
to encourage the necessary 
investment in clean energy.

 The failure of our government 
to act decisively to move Australia 
towards a clean energy future 
will endanger the prosperity of 
future generations and put at risk 
the investments of future retirees. 
According to the Asset Owners 
Disclosure Project, the top pension 
funds worldwide have about 50 per 
cent of their investments in carbon 
assets and only 2 per cent of their 
investments in clean energy assets. 
This imbalance in investment is due 
to a perceived low risk assessment 
for carbon assets, which is likely, if 
not certain, to change in the coming 

decades as governments phase out 
their subsidies for carbon assets 
and move to price carbon. It is 
likely that many of these carbon 
assets will be devalued or even 
stranded in the decades ahead.

 The future of the world is an 
energy future and the only viable 
long-term path for a safe, prosperous 
future is a clean energy future. 
The International Energy Agency 
estimates that the net benefit of 
capital investment less fuel savings 
to decarbonise adequately the world 
by 2050 to keep our climate and 
economic future safe is $71 trillion.

 The counterforce is, of course, 
the invested value and wealth 
produced by the carbon industry. 
Only strong government policy 
globally can change the world’s 
direction away from carbon energy 
to a safe, clean energy future.

 We are faced with choices. 
A clean energy future is a foreseeable 
reality of life. We all have to act 
in the way we use energy in our 
homes, in our transport choices, 
in our political choices, and in our 
investment choices. Australia as 
a strong carbon economy is very 
vulnerable economically to a global 
move away from carbon energy 
and needs to responsibly manage 
its transition to a clean energy 
future. The choice is between a 
safe, low-risk, and a dangerous, 
high-risk, future. S

 
John Williams is a former executive in 

the NSW electricity industry. He is a PhD 

candidate at Charles Sturt University 

in the School of Theology researching 

clean energy and a safe climate future.

Vale Margaret Mary Neale
June 7, 1926 – June 24, 2014

ssh

The SSH acknowledges with sadness 
and appreciation the passing of 
erskineville resident Margaret 
Neale. It was always a pleasure to 
see Margaret in erskineville and 
talk about the neighbourhood and 
neighbours she loved. For more 
than eight years Margaret was 
one of our volunteer distributors – 
taking 200 copies of the SSH each 
month to letterboxes in erskineville 
and Newtown. Our sincere 
condolences to Margaret’s son 
Patrick and all the family. 

The following poem was written by 
Margaret’s grandson, Carrick, aged 
12, on the occasion of Margaret’s 
80th birthday celebrations at 
“linda’s” restaurant in King Street, 
Newtown (June 7, 2008).

My Granny

Margaret Neale, formerly Turner –
Peggy, Wife, Mother, Teacher,
Granny, Friend …
Power walker, coffee drinker
Cafe goer, reader, writer, 
Booklover, movie lover, 
Grandchild lover, West Wing lover,  
Spag Bog maker, crossword doer,   
Movie watcher, theatre lover,  
Colourful shirt wearer,
Stair hater, heat hater, 
Labor Party volunteer, 
Red wine drinker,
“Linda’s” lover, 
Patrick’s personal cleaner, 
Storyteller, family historian, 
Cheap fish and chips buyer, 
A portable thesaurus …
My Granny.

Australia and the wider world are at a crossroad to make choices 
for our shared future. The future of the world is an energy future. 
Every human activity today, in the home, the factory, in buildings, 
on the farm, in education, health care, in all forms of transport, 
in global communications, the use of energy is essential.

Clean energy 
and a safe 
climate future

The failure of our government to act decisively to 

move Australia towards a clean energy future will 

endanger the prosperity of future generations...

Margaret neale   Photo: Courtesy of Patrick Neale

Photo: Thinkstock
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Michael Page

What could the famous 
Shakespearean tale of a troubled 
danish prince possibly have to 
do with modern life in Redfern? 
Writer-director Sarah Spillane 
thought the Bard’s classic story 
was a perfect framework for a 
film based in the Indigenous 
community of Redfern and has 
delivered a clever and unique take 
on contemporary life in Redfern in 
her feature film Around the Block.

 
Spillane’s powerful feature film, 

which she conceived many years 
back while living and working 
in Redfern, was recently released 
with way too little fanfare. In an 
increasing trend for Australian 
films, its time in cinemas was 
extremely short. Fortunately this 
important piece is now available via 
DVD and other online methods.

Spillane had a long fascination 
for the story of Hamlet and had 
been waiting for the opportunity 
to use it in a modern setting. “It 
taps into the themes of duty and 
responsibility versus personal 
freedom. Hamlet came before 
Redfern in this story. I was looking 
for the right setting and the right 
characters to explore those themes 
in a contemporary setting,” she says.

The film uses the angst of two 
Indigenous brothers as they deal 
with the betrayal and subsequent 
imprisonment of their father. 
“Hamlet is such a complex 

character that I decided to use the 
two brothers to represent both 
sides of him.” Liam, played by 
Hunter Page-Lochard, depicts 
the thoughtful, sensitive side 
of the Hamlet personality as 
he contemplates avenging the 
betrayal of his imprisoned father. 
The other side, represented by his 
brother Steve, played by Mark 
Coles-Smith, represents the much 
more impulsive side of Hamlet.

Son of Bangarra Dance Theatre’s 
Stephen Page, Page-Lochard is 
compelling on screen, often using 
his body to convey his brooding 
internal turmoil and torment. 
Page-Lochard’s star is definitely 
on the rise, with a recent standout 
performance in the Belvoir’s Brothers 
Wreck. Spillane has had him in mind 
for some time. “I met him when he 
was 11 or 12 and I kept an eye on 
him. As soon as Christina Ricci was 
on board he was top of my list.”

Christina Ricci, who is best 
known for her role as Wednesday 
Addams in the Addams Family film, 
plays the role of idealistic drama 
teacher Dino Chalmers. Spillane 
had been impressed with Ricci for 
her roles in less mainstream films 
such as The Ice Storm, Monster and 
Black Snake Moan. The casting of 
a non-Australian in the key role 
might raise some eyebrows. Spillane 
explains: “It was important that 
the teacher character was from 
overseas and could come into 
the role without baggage or the 
sensitivities of a white Australian 

character. It was really important 
that this character could approach 
this with blind optimism if the 
film was going to work. If that 
character was an Australian and 
was played by an Australian it 
would then become a little bit 
patronising, but as an American 
she can roll in with her American 
idealism and the journey begins.” 

Ricci herself was excited to be 
involved in the film after spending 
time in Australia in previous years. 
“She’d been to Australia before 
and she noticed that there was 
a big divide between white and 
Indigenous,” says Spillane. “She 
felt when she asked the questions 
she never got an answer and she 
was keen to be involved with a 
story that addressed these issues.”

Spillane has put together a 
strong supporting cast. Long-
time Spillane collaborator, Jack 
Thompson, is the easy-going and 
believable high school principal and 
Damien Walshe-Howling injects 
tension as Ricci’s protagonist in the 
teaching ranks. Matt Nable as the 
hardened father puts in yet another 
strong performance and Chrissie 
Wood as the boys’ embattled 
mother is an important character 
as she takes control of her life and 
moves towards independence.

Redfern itself is a central character 
in the film. Spillane lived in Redfern 
for nine years and taught drama at 
the Eora College. “Redfern is such a 
unique community and I was lucky 
enough to be invited into it after 

Hunter Page-Lochard and Christina Ricci   Photo: Supplied 

Bard around 
The Block

teaching at Eora. It changed my 
life in an eye-opening way. There is 
so much hope and cultural pride. 
So many young artists, hip-hop 
performers, so much talent and 
beauty in the community. Sadly, 
when I was living here the Redfern 
riots happened and because it’s 
such a transient community it 
sometimes brings negativity that 

the media would always jump 
on. Very rarely do they celebrate 
the positive aspects. For me this 
film was an opportunity for a 
truthful telling of Redfern.”

Around the Block is now available 

via video-on-demand (iTunes, 

Foxtel, BigPond, AppleTV and 

other similar services) and DVD.

Vegan Day Out on July 12 and 13 was sponsored by the Cruelty Free Shop in Glebe. 
Numerous cafes and shops took part. Special offers included free herbal tea tasting, 
vegan “pulled pork” pate and wine, vegan cupcakes and Bonsoy coffees, as well as 
discounted vegan cookbooks   Photo: Claire Mahjoub 
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The Reviews
Dance Theatre Review 
by Catherine Wood

Patyegarang
Bangarra Dance Theatre
Drama Theatre, Sydney Opera House 
June 13 to July 12, 2014

While Patyegarang is a moving 
and mesmerising episodic 
tale of two young people,

a local Eora girl and a First 
Fleet astronomer, for whom the 
circumstances are out of joint, this 
dance experience is so much more. 
The suffering of individuals caught 
up in events larger than themselves 
is sad but the true tragic ache is 
generated by a sense of wasted 
potential and the loss of possibility.

A world where past, present 
and future are one, a world of 
ever-changing dawn into noon, 
noon into evening, is wonderfully 
evoked by the play of light upon 
the rough, ruched surface of the 
backdrop (set and lighting design, 
Jacob Nash and Nick Schlieper). 
Both the groundedness of Aboriginal 
culture, its deep connection with 
earth, and the remarkable longevity 
of its rituals prior to the Invasion 
are fully established in many 
and varied – celebratory, warlike, 
reverent – ensemble dance sequences 
(choreographer, Stephen Page). 
Patyegarang ( Jasmin Sheppard), first 
seen awakening into celebration of 
the land and its people, delicately 
and sensuously embodies the soul 
quality of this living world.  

Into this reverie-like existence 
enters the young Lieutenant Dawes 
(guest artist, Thomas Greenfield), 
ironically both a timekeeper and 
speaker of a heavily time-inflected 
language. In a positive reflection 
of the initial story of first contact, 
Greenfield, the only non-indigenous 
performer, seamlessly merges with the 
characteristic choreographic style of 
Bangarra: bent knees, angular arms, 
spread toes and frequent ground 
rolls. Open to connection, Dawes 
meets first with the charismatic 
elder, Ngalgear (Waangenga Blanco), 
whose authoritative presence 
contrasts effectively with the seeking, 
respectful mien of the young soldier.

It is with the help of Patyegarang 
that Dawes begins to grasp 
how Darug, the local language, 
works and through the language, 
appreciate the cultural complexity 
of the Eora people. What might 
be perceived initially as a problem 
by a choreographer, the conveying 
of a language exchange though 
movement, is beautifully resolved 
through several increasingly intricate 
pas de deux as the relationship 
between Patyegarang and Dawes 
develops into intimacy. The most 
enchanting, thrilling and memorable 
episode of the production comes 
as Patyegarang and Dawes watch 

the stars, a privilege of all human 
beings. The lovely representation 
of star patterns, the sensitive 
score, the flowing dance of the 
night spirits, the shimmering 
costumes ( Jennifer Irwin) give a 
sense of how Patyegarang sees the 
living wonder of the heavens.

A drop-down opened-ended 
inverted triangle dramatically 
references the brutal disruption of 
this visionary world by the First 
Fleet’s arrival and diagonal crosses 
the ensuing destruction of the land 
and people. Inevitably, a reluctant 
Dawes is drawn directly into conflict 
with those he befriended and who 
befriended him, and Ngalgear’s 
rejection of him, and his kind, 
is powerfully and disturbingly 
conveyed through mime. While 
the performance opened with the 
enchanting Patyegarang caressing 
her land it ends with her crushed 
and a resolute Ngalgear astride 
the same representative piece of 
earth. The possibility, the gentle 
promise of intimacy has been 
lost: that moment beneath the 
encompassing stars that lies at the 
heart of this engaging performance. 

Other connections can be 
forged, as enthusiastic audience 
response to Bangarra’s 25 years 
of performance testifies, and 
maintained by partnering with 
such sensitive and generous 
spirits as that of Patyegarang’s 
dramaturg, Alana Valentine.

 » theatre@ssh.com.au

Film Reviews 
by Lindsay Cohen

Dawn of the Planet of the Apes
Director: Matt Reeves
Starring: Apes (obviously)
Genre: No more monkeying around

As a film critic, every now and 
then you read a film review and 
think, “I wish I’d thought of that”. 
Well Tim Robey’s review of Dawn 
of the Planet of the Apes in the UK’s 
The Telegraph sums up the film so 
well that there’s nothing left for 
me to do other than plagiarise him: 
“It’s impressively un-stupid.”

What this means in a dramatic 
sense is that once you get past the 
grunting (mostly from the apes), the 
subtitles and the incredibly lifelike 
and frankly a bit spooky apes you’re 
left with complex moral quandaries 
and stories of personal relationships 
that are as old as storytelling itself.

While Dawn of the Planet of the 
Apes is essentially about the apes 
on the way up versus the humans 
on the way down and out, within 
and between each group are a 
multitude of factions driven by 
petty jealousies, idealistic prejudices 
and the quest for power. Just 

like Australia’s political parties, 
ultimately they are self-destructive 
and everyone comes out a loser.

Whether or not you think Tony 
Abbott is a chimp, Joe Hockey an 
orang-utan or Bill Shorten a gorilla, 
the lessons of Dawn of the Planet of 
the Apes will probably be as lost on 
them as they are on so many others. 
Like most of us, they’ll probably 
be distracted by the colour and 
the movement, the special effects, 
the sounds and the fight scenes.

Dawn of the Planet of the Apes 
lacks the scale and scope of, say, Lord 
of the Rings. But it makes up for it 
with an intelligent plot and complex 
characters, for the apes anyway. 
If only Australian politics was as 
smart or our politicians as deep.

Rating: Four lost causes.

Lucy
Director: Luc Besson
Starring: Scarlett Johansson, 
Morgan Freeman
Genre: 2014: An odyssey of sorts

I’m going through a bit of a 
Scarlett Johansson phase at the 
moment. I’ve seen three of her 
films this year: Her ( Johansson 
as the voice of a computer), 
Under the Skin (an alien) and, 
now, Lucy (a super human). 

Curiously, they are all science 
fiction films, none are mainstream 
blockbusters and each is a really 
interesting and enjoyable film with 
some cool special effects and a 
great premise. But none of them 
completely works. Under the Skin 
probably comes closest and it was 
the oddest and smallest of the lot.

This is an interesting turning point 
in Johansson’s career. Evidently she 
can pick and choose interesting roles 
that stretch her acting talents and mix 
them with the occasional massive pay 
day (she’s also in Captain America: 
The Winter Soldier at the moment).

In Under the Skin and Lucy, 
Johansson plays it very cool and 
very straight. Why aliens and super 
humans should be so unemotional 
is a mystery, but sure enough 
it’s this vulnerability that proves 
to be the driver of their inner 
torment and their ultimate fate.

Lucy’s superpowers come from her 
brain’s ever increasing capacity caused 
by a massive overdose of a new drug 
which some Korean gangsters in 
Taiwan plant inside her to traffic into 
Europe. So yes, Lucy is contrived, 
implausible and factually incorrect 
(humans use 100 per cent of their 
brain just not all at the same time).

If you can get past the plot knots 
and the inconsistencies (like why does 
a woman who can travel through 
time and space need to fly business 
class or drive a car?) then what’s left 
is well worth the price of a ticket. 

Rating: Four animal 
interludes (you’ll need to see 
the film to understand this).

 » film@ssh.com.au

Music Review by 
Christina Mimmocchi

 
Reclaim Your Voice 
Various Artists 
Released June 2014 
Blue Mountain Sound

Reclaim Your Voice is an excellent 
CD recently produced by Andy 
Busuttil of Blue Mountain Sound.

I have been listening to this CD 
and I love it. The music is stunning 
– the CD includes songs in a 
variety of musical styles, performed, 
played and produced by some very 
talented Australian musicians. Each 
song tells its own story – stories of 
courage, pain, betrayal and hope.  

Andy Busuttil used his studio, 
Blue Mountain Sound, and has 
done a wonderful job in recording, 
mixing and mastering the 17 
songs and one poem on this CD. 

Contributors include Celine 
Yap, Spike Flynn, Peter Miller-
Robinson, Christina Mimmocchi, 
Ben Scott, Chris Wheeler, Tony 
Eardley and Jade Leslie, hip-hop 
artist Benny Iota, roots performer 
A Mark Lucas, international combo 
The Bridge Project, Liz Frencham, 
Rachel Hoare, Getano Ban, Kavisha 
Mazzella, Blindman’s Holiday, 
Pin Rada and Matt Stonehouse, 
The Firedrakes (aka Ali and Cam 
Gibbs), Renaissance player of repute 
Andrew Lambkin (aka The Heather 
Mile), folk specialists Shortis 
and Simpson, and Iranian poet 
Hossein Babahmaadi (an inmate on 
Manus Island for three months). 

These talented musos have 
donated their brilliant, moving, 
heart-rending and powerful 
songs and all proceeds from the 
CD go to the Asylum Seeker 
Resource Centre in Melbourne.

“Home” by Sydney-based singer-
songwriter A Mark Lucas gives a 
voice to those illegally detained by 
corrupt and abusive regimes. His 
lyrics bring us right inside the heart 
of someone longing for home, for 
freedom and dignity. Lucas has 
a potent and evocative voice, the 
tone of his voice is exceptional, 
and I’ll listen to more of his 
music after hearing this piece.

Kavisha Mazzella’s celestial 
song “May I Be a Raft” is a prayer 
for refugees inspired by the 
Bodhisattvas prayer of Shantideva, 
an 8th-century Indian poet and 
philosopher. Daughter of a refugee, 
Mazzella’s clear, melodious voice 
ebbs and flows through this song 
like the sea sounds which lap and 
flow through this recording. 

A great version of Alistair 
Hulett’s song “Behind Barbed 
Wire”, arranged by Linda Marr, 
is performed by Blindman’s 
Holiday: Clarita Derwent, Linda 
Marr, Helen Rivero and Christina 
Mimmocchi. Their haunting voices 
weave in and out of this this song, 
this version is vibrant and soulful.

As well as soul, this CD has some 
punchy numbers. “My Brother’s 
Keeper” by the Firedrakes, is 
powerful, combative, challenging. Ali 

Gibbs’ deep, rich voice is a pleasure 
to listen to, while her message is 
confronting. Getano Ban, a singer 
and songwriter of Torres Strait 
Islander background, pumps out a 
funky take on cheap sloganeering in 
his cheeky song “Stop Da Boats”.

“Taken”, written and sung by Tony 
Eardley, backed by Rachel Hoare, 
is a humane anthem, wondering: 
“How long must we wait to walk 
this land together?” “The Incident”, 
written and performed by Peter 
Miller-Robinson, is a gutsy and 
earthy song of protest. Miller-
Robinson’s deep voice pulsates, his 
lyrics are stirring and compelling.

I like Ben Scott, and his song “The 
Wild Unknown”, which is about the 
MG99, a boatload of Vietnamese 
refugees. This could be a traditional 
song, Ben’s style is conversational 
and his delivery understated. This 
song tells a story old and new – Ben 
contrasts the past, more civilised 
treatment of Vietnamese refugees 
with today’s brutal response.

I haven’t mentioned all of the 
musicians and songs from this CD. 
But last tracks include songs by 
Christina Mimmocchi, Christine 
Wheeler and Celine Yap. I could 
listen to these three women any 
time. Christina’s song “The Journey” 
is sung with honesty and integrity. 
She is backed by a number of 
musicians who perform elsewhere 
on this CD. The gentle layering 
of voices and instruments gives 
a sensitivity and strength to this 
beautiful piece. Christina speaks for 
many of us who watch with horror 
as politicians continue to enact 
dangerous and inhumane policies. 

I’m glad Christine Wheeler’s 
song, “Where is Freedom Now?” 
has been included. This incredible 
song is set in Woomera, and captures 
the loneliness, the anguish and 
the despair of those isolated in 
detention. Christine based the song 
on the diary of an activist who, after 
camping out in the desert for several 
weeks, managed to interview several 
detainees and smuggle his notebook 
out. Christine Wheeler deservedly 
won the Musicoz 2003 award for 
best song in the folk category for this 
song, and it, like all the other songs 
on this CD, deserves to be heard.

Celine Yap’s song “Be Brave” is a 
remarkable finale. Celine Yap has an 
exquisite voice and this song soars 
with hope and strength. This song 
has been written for refugees and 
is compassionate and perceptive. 
Celine Yap is a remarkable young 
activist and singer, and has the ability 
to inspire and empower through her 
intelligent and compassionate lyrics.

Andy Busuttil is to be 
commended for initiating and 
producing this CD, for inspiring 
so many talented musicians to 
come on board, and for creating 
such a professional and uplifting 
product. Through this CD, he and 
the contributing musicians have 
already raised more than $7000 
for the Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre. He has also given a powerful 
voice to those musicians and 
music lovers who want to stop the 
punishment of asylum seekers. And, 
as Andy says, “ music is power”.

To purchase a copy of the CD, 
email Andy Busuttil at  
andy@bluemountainsound.com.au.

 » music@ssh.com.au
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liz hughes

the VenuSIanS are a 
Sydney-based future soul band 
that formed in 2013. liz hughes 
chatted to their guitarist Ben 
Panucci about the australian 
music scene, the band’s debut 
album and upcoming plans.

Why “The Venusians”?
The bass player in our band came 

up with the name. I think being a 
Venusian refers to somebody being 
from Venus, and we thought it had a 
nice psychedelic, futuristic sound to it. 

When did the band form?
One of the singers, Meklit Kibret 

and I had being playing music 
together for a few years, as had the 
keyboard player, Harry Sutherland 
and I. We had been wanting to do a 
project for a while, we started talking 
about it three or four years ago. It 
wasn’t until early last year that I had a 
good idea in my head about the right 
people to get involved in the project. 

You guys have been working 
on an album, how is it going?

It’s going really well. We launched 
a crowd-funding campaign at the 
start of the year. The recording has 
taken about twice as long as we 
had hoped but it’s important that 
we get it right. Though the process 
has taken a while this has allowed 
us to involve a lot of different 
people which has been nice.

How do you feel about crowd-
funding as a way for artists 

to fund their projects?
We live in a relatively wealthy 

society where a lot of us can afford 
to give our friends and associates $5 
or $20 and we will still be able to 
afford to eat and pay our rent. If it’s 
to service someone’s creative idea 
then I think that’s a beautiful thing. 

Do you write together?
I write the lyrics and the music 

and then take it to the band. Usually 
I take it to the singers first and they 
learn the tune and then we take it 
to a rehearsal and we arrange the 
song together. The arrangement 
is collaborative, but as far as the 
songwriting goes it has been 
primarily me. I don’t necessarily want 
it to stay like that, I’d love for other 
people to get involved but at this 
point that’s just how it’s happened. 

Who would you cite 
as influences?

There’s Australian influences, 
musicians like Ngairre, she’s amazing. 
Hiatus Kaiyote is an incredible 
Australian band. A lot of jazz 
too. I studied jazz and play a lot 
of jazz music so I’m melodically 
interested in that. I’m really into 
some hip-hop labels too like Stones 
Throw. I’m also really influenced by 
the people that I’m playing with. 
I try to write music that will help 
the people I’m playing with shine 
and that they can connect with.

What are your upcoming 
plans for the band?

We’d like to have a successful 
album launch and do an 

Australian tour and hopefully 
play some festivals.

How do you feel about the 
Australian music scene, are you 
creatively attached to Australia?

I think [the Australian music 
scene] is doing its own thing. The 
globalisation of music influences 
everything in that we can stay up to 
date with what’s happening around 
the world but I also think the music 
here has its own identity. We are 
slowly getting over a cultural cringe 
and the idea that just because music 
is from somewhere else doesn’t mean 
it’s better. I think it’s important that 
pride is taken in Australian music. It’s 
important for the Australian public 
to realise that there is stuff in our 
own backyard that is really good. 

The Venusians are performing 

on August 12 alongside Blind 

Hot Gems at Foundry616 as 

part of Jazzgroove. Jazzgroove 

is a not-for-profit organisation 

presenting high-quality original and 

improvised music from various jazz 

related canons. Foundry616 hosts 

a Jazzgroove double bill every 

Tuesday night. For your chance to 

win a double pass to The Venusians 

show at Foundry616 on August 12, 

send the name of the band’s first 

single release on soundcloud to 

music@ssh.com.au. 

To keep up to date with 

The Venusians’ upcoming 

shows, including their album 

launch, head to their facebook 

page – www.facebook.com/

wearethenewvenusians

Venus rising
An Interview with Ben Panucci of The Venusians

Exposing contradictions

Image: Rodney Pople, “San Zaccaria 8”, 2009

ssh

Rodney PoPle uses photography 
as an integral backdrop for his new 
series of disquieting paintings. 
Showcasing new works of wild 
animals, Lie of the Land investigates 
the dark depths of humankind’s 
contradictions by drawing attention 
to the artificial nature of religious, 
colonial and political authorities. 

Pople’s reputation precedes him. This 
exhibition is being hailed as one of his 
finest and most provocative. 

The scale of the artworks, all painted 
photographs on linen, the wonderful 
texture of the paint on their surface and 
the gaze of the wild animals in the first 
room. Then the conflicting emotions 
one feels when viewing Pople’s works 
in the back rooms. The artist takes a 
strongly critical view of the church, 
colonial conquest, imperialism. There 
is darkness and light, horror and beauty. 

In a recent feature written by Susan 

Chenery and published by the Sydney 
Morning Herald, Anthony Bond (former 
curator for the Art Gallery of NSW) 
describes Pople’s work as “post-modern 
appropriation”. Bond goes on to say: “But 
it is actually using the medium [montage 
and multimedia] to do something that 
is, in the end, quite magical. The light 
in these pieces is extraordinary.”

We also learn that Pople’s depiction 
of wild animals is a call to arms for their 
protection. “They not only face extinction 
because of man’s greed, but they also 
have innocence and a great beauty and 
spiritual depth,” the artist says. “They 
have a right to a world that we human 
beings just selfishly destroy.”

Lie of the Land 

Rodney Pople 

Australian Centre for Photography 

257 Oxford Street , Paddington 

Until August 17 

Phone 9332 0555 

www.acp.org.au 

www.rodneypople.com

Image: Blak Douglas, “I’d Rather It Didn’t Play with My Kids”, 2014.  
Featured in the recent exhibition, Lawful & Permissable, at Damien Minton Gallery in 
Redfern. The show, a collaboration between Blak Douglas (aka Adam Hill) and Amala 
Groom, was a creative response to the proposed draft Freedom of Speech (repeal of 
s.18c) Bill 2014. The show was launched on July 8 by Gurang Gurang lawyer Cheryl Orr, 
Indigenous Legal Professional of the Year 2014. Wiradjuri artist Amala Groom offered 
a response to historical and contemporary views on unlawful practices that surround 
race politics. Her pieces, the result of months of research, were realised with humour 
in a variety of media and with reference to pop, modernism and contemporary notions 
of “Australiana”. The Blak Douglas, whose Aboriginal origins stem from Dhungatti 
Country, produced a body of mixed media pieces for the show in response to the generic 
adoration of black babies by white adults, and the fact that his Grandmother lived a 
short life due to being overworked as a domestic. The result was both captivating and 
macabre. Sadly, this was one of the very last shows at Damien Minton. The SSH will run 
a story on the gallery and its considerable achievements in our next issue.  
www.damienmintongallery.com.au

Leah  
Flanagan
Saturday August 23
as part of the Indigenous 
Science Experience
at Redfern Community Centre
10.30am-2.30pm

Singer-songwriter Leah Flanagan 

hails from Darwin and celebrates 

her Aboriginal and Italian heritage. 

Nominated for 2008 Deadly in 

Best New Artist category, she is 

currently working with Jim Moginie 

(Midnight Oil). Leah released the 

single “Everything” earlier this year. 

An enchanting performer with an 

expressive voice.

Photo: Tajette O’Halloran

DON’T MISS

The Venusians   Image: Supplied
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WORDPLAY  –  CReAtive WRiting gROuP – CLuB ReDFeRn, 
2/159 ReDFeRn St – 6-8pm – WeDS 6 & 20 AuguSt. 

Phone Andrew on 8399 3410. All welcome

Marc Bolan lit the sky
riding his celestial car
his eyes were moons

his feet were stars
he played twelve bars

on his guitars
his hair was immaculate 

 
– Adrian Spry

Library Workout

1001 films you must see
500 novels you must peruse
250 journeys you must make

125 art galleries you must attend
60 mountains you must ascend

30 unusual words you must employ
15 techniques of seduction you must try

7 stages of life you must pass through
1 way out you must take –

by then you’ll be so stressed
you’ll be glad to have a rest.

 
– Catherine Wood

Wordplays

South Sydney Crossword

Across
1.  Throw in the towel
4. Not in
7.  Versatile plant yielding wax and rope
9. Highland throwing pole
10. Circled nervously
11.   – Band
12.  Big –, Californian region
13.  House arrest monitor location
14. Jeremy –, acting veteran
15. Famous fiddler
16. Betting chances
17. On the –

Down
2. Removed a clog
3. Menaces
4. Divvy up
5. Forefathers
6.  "You're a gentleman and a –"
8. Locked bag eg.

CROSSWORD  BY  D.W.

last month's solution

First correct entry receives a prize.  
Send to:   
South Sydney Crossword  
PO Box 3288,  
Redfern NSW 2016

ssh

BARu ARt presents Zeke’s World, a new 
installation at Redfern’s Social-Laneway 
Café. This collection of work – with titles such 
as “Aquamarine Glitter Hill” and “Wormy 
Necklace” – forms the series Zeke’s World – an 
imaginarium that recalls the hi-fructose 
landscapes of installation artists like Pip & 
Pop. Yet for all the sweetness of the artist 
known as Zeke, there is an edge to Zeke’s 
World, fusing candy dreamscapes to science 
fiction nightmares with a hot-glue gun.

 
The work is a semi-retrospective installation 

partnered with the Social-Laneway. Lush 
textures and rich colours form the foundation 
of the highly decorative work, which can 
be used to adorn both space and body.

With a formal background in fashion design, 
Zeke’s Lunchbox merges controlled elements 
of design with the chaos of creative production. 
Her use of abundant found and recycled 
materials reflects on our collective obsession with 
“stuff ”. These sickly saccharine forms behave as 
objects that remind us of a culture of excess and 
suggest that our gluttonous consumption of all 
things material might actually be making us sick.

Zeke’s work has been exhibited in a multitude 
of group shows across Australia, including 
Speak Up at the Damien Minton Gallery, Here 
Comes the Sun at Kaleidoscope Gallery and Stay 
Fly Block Party at Ambush Gallery. Zeke has 
been commissioned for art performances at 
festivals and design conferences across Australia 
like Semi-Permanent and Art, Not Apart.

www.zekeslunchbox.com

Sickly sweet 
imaginarium 

The artist with her installation at Social-Laneway   Photo: Supplied

The fabulous Vanessa Caspersz performing at the SSH Winter Fundraiser on July 19 at South Sydney Uniting Church in Waterloo   Photo: Andrew Collis
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Uniting Churches

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday

Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410

Welcoming people of all ages,

cultural backgrounds,  

sexual orientations and identities.  

Peace with justice, integrity 

of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns Rd  

& Colbourne Ave Glebe

Worship Sun 7pm

‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate  

candlelit concerts Thu 8pm

Allison Forrest 9518 9413

leichhardt University Church

3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt  

(near Norton St)

Worship 10am & 6.30pm Sunday

Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

www.leichhardtuniting.org.au

newtown mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday

Rev Graeme Tutt 

9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
Rev Ben Gilmour  

395 Oxford St Paddington

Church Open 10am-2pm

1st and 3rd Saturdays

Worship Sunday 7.30pm

Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
Rev Margaret Mayman  

264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10 am Sunday

& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Office 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am 

Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway  
NSW 2007

T: 02 9379 0700  
F: 02 9379 0701

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Ground Floor, 287-289 New South 
Head Rd, Edgecliff, NSW 2027

T: 02 9327 3988 
F: 02 9327 2533

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Jamie Parker MP 
State Member for Balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

Balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Ron Hoenig MP 
State Member for Heffron

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166 
F: 02 9699 8222

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Alex Greenwich 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington 
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053 
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Carmel Tebbutt MP 
State Member for Marrickville

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville  
NSW 2204

T: 02 9558 9000  
F: 02 9558 3653

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Volunteers’ news
Pat cLarke

SSh Winter fundraiser
Our 2014 Winter Fundraiser was held 
on July 19 at the South Sydney Uniting 
Church. This was the first time we’d 
held a fundraiser for the paper at the 
church. Thank you to all who attended 
and all who donated. Together we raised 
$5,000, and enjoyed really good food, 
entertainment, company and coffee. 
Our Guest Speaker, Felicity Reynolds of 
the Mercy Foundation, encouraged us 
to think and act compassionately – the 
solution to homelessness is houses. 
Thank you to “Louisa’s Army” of 
volunteers who helped to set up, serve 
up and clean up. A huge effort – and 
with such grace and good humour. 
We look forward to our next social 
gathering – our end-of-year party 
(details to be announced soon).

With the school holidays over, and 
exams looming, August is a fairly quiet 
month in Sydney.

However we do have:

Archibald, Wynne and Sulman Prizes
Art Gallery of NSW until September 
28. 10am-5pm and until 10pm on 
Wednesdays. For a fairly small amount 

you can see the wealth of artistic talent 
we have in our country, vying for 
recognition in the competitions.

Authors up The cross
Wednesday August 13, 6.30-7.30pm, 
Kings Cross Library. Kate McClymont 
and Linton Besser, with Richard 
Ackland, expose the dodgy dealings of 
Eddie Obeid – He Who Must be Obeid. 
Free.

Australia china cultural Week Gala night
Saturday August 16, 7.30pm-10pm, 
Sydney Town Hall. Famous Chinese Pop 
Artists, as well as local popular artists 
will perform. Entry by donation.

State Library of NSW until September 21
life interrupted – Personal Diaries 
from WW1. Free.

Sunday August 10 Annual city to Surf 
This is apparently the world’s largest 
run, so good luck in advance to all 
entrants and enjoy the spirit of the day.

Until next time.

Pat Clarke & Ross Smith  
distro@ssh.com.au

Waterloo  
Recycling  
Workshop
Workshop and market open fridays 9am-12pm.

Turungah flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo (lower 
car park).

Affordable furniture and household goods.

donations gladly received  
(no white goods or electrical apps).

Volunteers welcome  
(phone naomi on 0407 576 098).

REDWatch 
Meetings first Thursday  
of the month at The factory 
Community Centrte.  
Phone geoffrey Turnbull  
(02) 8004 1490.  
email mail@redwatch.org.au

BABANA 
Aboriginal Men’s Group  

Babana Shed open Mon-Fri

(72 Renwick St, Redfern)

Contact: Mark Spinks 0411 282 917

Women’s Reconciliation Network
The next Women’s Reconciliation Network Meeting 
will be held on AUGUST 28, 2014

10AM-12PM at the Redfern Community Centre

Hugo Street Redfern.

10am cuppa followed by meeting till 12 noon

Murray-Darling Basin Tours: 
Early september
The water crisis in the Murray-Darling Basin affords the 
challenge and opportunity to work together for the common 
good – for the building of a sustainable future. You are invited 
to participate in a minibus tour along the Murray River from 
Albury to Mildura (August 31 – September 7) and be a part of this 
journey. Highlights include: meeting and sharing with churches; 
farm visits; sight-seeing; public forums about water reform; 
times for worship, discussion, reflection and more. The tour 
is organised by the Uniting Church in Australia Murray-Darling 
Basin group. A separate coach tour, based in Echuca, will run 
from September 1-5 and depart from/return to Canberra. 

For more information contact:  
mdbtours2014@ucansw.goregister.com.au 
Register at:  
www.ucansw.goregister.com.au/mdbtours2014/registration

Boundless Plains – Creative Conversations 
with Asylum seekers

Annandale Creative Arts Centre – saturday August 9

At Annandale Creative Arts Centre (81 Johnston Street) on the 
evening of Saturday August 9, Newtown Mission is holding an 
event for creative presentations and conversations about our 
treatment of asylum seekers. From 6.30pm.

Over 30 artists, of different disciplines, have joined the 
Creative Conversation and are creating new works to 
reflect on current issues facing asylum seekers in Australia. 
These works will culminate in an exhibition opening and 
performance evening, with an invitation to explore the issues 
from different perspectives. Joining the voices of the artists, 
will be a panel of speakers, bringing to the conversation 
experience in working with asylum seekers on the ground, 
as well as on their behalf in policy and activism. 

Entry by donation, $10 (suggestion). 

All proceeds will go to the Asylum Seekers Centre, Newtown.

wAnteD: SSh onlIne AssIstAnts
We are currently seeking volunteer Online Assistants to help 
maintain our website. Training in WordPress provided.  
Please contact Andrew: editor@ssh.com.au

    15August 2014
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Support independent media  

Volunteer with the SSH
The South Sydney Herald is YOUR community paper. We rely on volunteer 

writers, photographers and distributors to maintain our commitment to 

independent and quality news service, raising the profile of community groups 

and their good works, acknowledging the creativity of local arts professionals 

and aspiring artists, mentoring tertiary students in journalism and community 

work, and celebrating the possibility of social and ecological justice.

If you’d like to be involved as a volunteer 

in 2014 we’d love to hear from you!  

Contact the SSH: editor@ssh.com.au.

Please share your story ideas with us –  

news, features, arts, sports – by emailing  

news@ssh.com.au or phoning Lyn  

on 0400 008 338.

www.southsydneyherald.com.au

MichaeL Page

wIth thIs year’s nrl 
competition looking more and 
more like an episode of Wacky 
Races, the red-and-green jalopy, 
despite its wheels wobbling 
for most of the season, has 
somehow managed to put itself 
near the lead as the finish line 
approaches. In their typical 
smug way, perennial “Dick 
Dastardly” baddies Manly are 
out in front, fuelled by even 
higher levels of infighting than 
usual. Behind them is a group 
of rickety challengers dealing 
with a mixture of mid-season 
stutters, injuries, and coach/
backroom skulduggery.

For most of the season Souths 
have looked anything but premiers. 
Woeful displays against North 
Queensland and the Titans in the 

last few weeks have reinforced 
a view that Souths does not 
have what it takes to win the 
premiership. But unlike last 
year 2014 is a strange wide-open 
contest where the team who takes 
control of their season in August 
could well emerge from the pack 
and charge into September.

A trademark of previous years, 
Souths have struggled with 
ball security for most of the 
season. Predictable and lacking 
spontaneity, they have struggled 
to convert possession to tries close 
to the opposition line. Sam Burgess 
aside, high-profile players such as 
Inglis and luke have been quiet 
in important games. Half-back 
Adam Reynolds has had to endure 
consternation from fans and media 
regarding his place in the team 
with ongoing rumours that he is 
unwanted by coach Maguire.

But somehow they have finished 
July with their wheels back on 
track. A passably solid win against 
Parramatta was followed by a 
convincing win against Canberra 
– Reynolds and young guns Dylan 
Walker and Alex Johnston standing 
out with tremendous forays on the 
Raiders left-side defence. Souths 
fans already rocked by the loss of 
Captain Sutton let out a collective 
sigh of relief when scans on the 
outstanding Sam Burgess cleared 
him of serious shoulder damage.

   
A big test of their premiership 

credentials looms this month on the 
hardened cricket pitches of the SCG. 
A win against the very tough Manly 
team could well catapult Souths into 
premiership favouritism. Among the 
ghosts of Frank Hyde, lurch O’Neill 
and Jimmy lisle it might just be what 
is needed to shift Souths into gear 
and take the chequered flag.  S

John Lanzky

eAch SUnDAy morning over 
the past three months volunteers 
have gathered at Waterloo oval to 
cheer on the redfern All Blacks 
and to raise money for the club. 
A sausage sizzle, canteen and 
raffle have helped attract a regular 
crowd between 8.30am and 1pm.

Games begin around 8.30am. The 
skills on display are impressive and 
the games regularly excite the crowd. 
Parents and friends of the players jump 

up and down and really get involved in 
the action. The atmosphere is usually 
high-spirited and good-natured. It’s a 
good place to be on a Sunday morning.

Treena Cudmore and Dixie Gordon 
are just two of a group of five regular 
volunteers who have been giving 
their time freely in support of local 
youth. The Redfern All Blacks have 
teams from Under 7s right through 
to A and B Grade. Girls and boys are 
welcome to play. The money raised 
helps to provide jerseys, balls, training 
equipment as well as helping to 
meet the costs of running the club.

“It’s hard work but I love it,” 
Ms Cudmore said. Hundreds of 
bread rolls are cut and buttered 
early in the morning. The canteen 
also sells cold drinks, hot tea 
and coffee, lollies and chips. 

Dixie Gordon runs the weekly 
raffle. Prizes have included beauty 
products and sometimes Redfern 
All Blacks memorabilia. 

Season 2014 has now come to 
an end. A big thank you to all the 
wonderful volunteers who have 
contributed so much. Next year 
promises to be even better. S

Volunteers help keep the ball in motion 

Rabbitohs in wacky race to finals

The Ravens meet each Sunday at 3pm at 
Redfern Oval (Cnr Phillip & Chalmers Sts in Redfern). 

new members (and beginners) welcome! 
Phone Adrian on 9690 1427. 
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