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Supporting
Millers Point
community
SSH

Since the last SSH a number of
groups have rallied behind Millers
Point residents impacted by the
proposed sale of public housing in
the area.

Recognition of lives lost in battle Photo: Claire Mahjoub

March in honour of Coloured Diggers
Rowan Taylor

REDFERN: The rain that soaked
Sydney for most of the morning of
April 25 cleared just in time for the
beginning of the 7th Coloured Diggers
March. Under the newly brightened
sky, men and women from all
backgrounds gathered at the Cenotaph
in Redfern Park to commemorate
the oft-neglected contributions of
Aboriginal soldiers in defence of
Australia.
The first Coloured Diggers March took
place in 2007. An initiative of the Babana
Aboriginal Men’s Group, it was seen as
a way to recognise Aboriginal veterans
who served in Vietnam and in the

forgotten conflicts of Korea and Malaya
alongside non-Indigenous comrades
only to be ostracised when they
returned home. Pastor Ray Minniecon
(a prominent community figure and
organiser of the march) summed up the
situation. “Our people were denied the
honour, recognition and respect afforded
other servicemen and women.”
The march has grown considerably
in size since its inception and brings
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people
from all over the Oceanic region together
in commemoration.
The ceremony began with the laying
of wreaths at the War Memorial. Among
those present were Victor Dominello,
NSW Minister for Aboriginal Affairs,
Clover Moore, Lord Mayor of Sydney,

and Her Excellency Marie Bashir
Governor of NSW. Representatives from
the Police, Army, Navy and Air Force
also paid their respects.
Marchers made their way from
the War Memorial to the Redfern
Community Centre. More than 1,000
people took part, from veterans to
famous political and social figures.
Many people lined the route of the march
to show their support. Local resident
Kate praised the response of the Redfern
community. “What makes me smile is
the fact that they gave us a standing
ovation. At first I thought they weren’t
going to care.”
Redfern Community Centre provided
the venue for the commemorative
service. Events over the two-and-a-half-

hour program included the unveiling of
an artistic tribute by local painter Tony
Albert and the presentation of awards
by Governor Bashir to distinguished
servicemen who served in the forgotten
conflicts of Vietnam, Korea and Malaya.
After the formal ceremony was
concluded many people retired to Club
Redfern for a game of two-up. Those
who stayed were treated to pies with
gravy or mushy peas, courtesy of a local
bakery. A screening of the upcoming
documentary, Spirit of the Warriors, was
shown upstairs.
The day was viewed as a success, but
as one local resident noted: “Some of us
are just learning about our fathers and
grandfathers in the wars. We’ve got a
S
long way to go.”

Save the date

The City of Sydney has responded in
both cash and kind to requests from the
community. It has provided $10,000 to a
coalition of the three existing residents’
groups – the Millers Point Public
Housing Tenants Advisory Group,
CORE and the Millers Point Resident
Action Group – who have resolved to
fight the sale.
In response to the need for legal
advice to people as they deal with the
Land and Housing Corporation and
Housing NSW regarding transfers,
Council has granted $100,000 to
Redfern Legal Centre over the next 12
months for tenant support, advocacy
and advice services to public housing
tenants impacted by the sale.
A number of services indicated to
Council that they want to support the
community but need space for their
work. Council has approved access freeof-charge in its community facilities
at the Harry Jensen Centre in Argyle
Place, to organisations including Shelter
NSW, the Tenants Union, the Inner
West Tenants Advice and Advocacy
Service, the Inner Sydney Regional
Council for Social Development
(ISRCSD) and Redfern Legal Centre;
and qualified staff to deliver relevant
support services, including tenancy
advice, legal advice, counselling and
mental health services to any residents
impacted by the Millers Point public
housing sale.
With the encouragement of other
agencies, ISRCSD has responded by
employing Joel Pringle as a Senior
Community Development Officer for an
Continued on page 2
initial six weeks

SSH Winter Fundraiser
SATURDAY JULY 19

6pm for dinner and live music.
Speaker: Felicity Reynolds (The Mercy Foundation). Full details next month
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Patricia Corowa at Millers Point Photo: Geoff Turnbull

Millers Point
residents struggle
for justice
Henry Whittaker

Elderly residents in Millers
Point have been reluctant to use nonprofit transport services since the
government’s announcement that
public housing properties in the area
will be sold.
The manager of South East Sydney
Community Transport, Jane Rogers, said
ridership has fallen by half in Millers
Point in the last month because elderly
residents are extremely worried about
being relocated from their homes.
“This has been extremely distressing
for the 29 elderly people we serve
in Millers Point,” she said. “The
government hoped to treat this like an
old band-aid, pull it off fast and it might
hurt but at least it will be quick. This
feels more like an amputation without
anaesthetic.”
On March 19, Minister for Family
and Community Services, Pru Goward,
announced the government’s plans to
sell some 293 high-value public housing
properties in Millers Point.
One of Jane Rogers’ clients, Debbie,
has lived in Millers Point off and on
since she was 17. Her father ran the
local butcher shop for 30 years. She has
lived in a house in Millers point for 18
years with her son. Her father, who also
lives in public housing in Millers Point,
requires full-time care from Debbie
following a recent fight with cancer.
Living so close to her father makes
taking care of him possible and she is

afraid of what may happen to him now.
“I’m fighting because I want to stay,”
said Debbie. “The community here is
very strong and I feel safe here but
I’m still willing to move if there is a
decent home.”
But, Debbie’s relocation officer has
told her there are no options that
currently fit her needs and she will
have to wait.
Patricia Corowa moved into a house
in Millers Point in 2012 after 26 years
on the Housing NSW waiting list.
She had been homeless and lived in
condemned buildings and tiny private
apartments. When she finally saw her
home in Millers Point she thought she
would spend the rest of her life there.
But at 10am on March 19 a letter with
the heading “Moving to A New Home”
was delivered to her door. Since then
she says she has been left frustrated
and disheartened by a string of no-show
appointments with her relocation officer
and increasingly impersonal letters from
Housing NSW.
The 500 residents of Millers Point are
being moved to the top of the waiting
list for public housing, but this means
that the 57,000 people already on the
list will need to wait longer. There are
currently no proposals for how the
money from the sale of the Millers Point
properties will be used to provide new
housing stock.
The government is now facing a great
deal of criticism over its handling of the
community at Millers Point regarding
S
this decision.

Supporting Millers Point community
Continued from page 1

to assist groups in Millers Point, and
aims to complement the legal work
and community support that is already
underway and to recommend what
additional support or activities may be
needed. Joel’s position is unfunded. If
you are able to assist, further details
can be found at www.innersydney.org.
au/millers-point-public-housThuringsupport-project.
T h e N S W g o v e r n m e n t ’s
announcement to sell off public
housing, even that which is fit for
purpose, in Millers Point, Dawes Point
and The Rocks, has created not only

many issues for those who stand to lose
their homes but also raised important
concerns in inner-city public housing
communities and the wider community
who deplore the precedent set for the
possible removal of their neighbours
from public housing built on land the
government deems too valuable.  S
Moves are underway to form a Friends of
Millers Point group for people from outside
the area who want to assist. Contact
Joel.Pringle@innersydneyrcsd.org.au
or phone 0406 435 290
(Tuesday, Thursday and Friday).

In 2009, RPA consultant cardiologist
Dr Rajesh Puranik asked Aboriginal
elder Chicka Madden a simple
question: why was the attendance
at follow-up cardiac appointments so
low among Indigenous people? The
answer led to the establishment of a
dedicated mobile cardiac clinic for
Aboriginal people, a revolutionary
approach to providing patient care
that has seen attendance figures at
follow-up appointments soar from
10 per cent to 90 per cent.
“Uncle Ch ick a told me t hat
Aboriginal people were uncomfortable
attending appointments at hospitals
and specialist clinics, and that
they often felt alienated in such an
environment,” Dr Puranik said. “So
we took the cardiac clinic to them,
at the Redfern Aboriginal Medical
Service.”
The clinic, consisting of an echo
machine provided by the University of
Sydney’s Poche Centre for Indigenous
Health, and clinical staff from Royal
Prince Alfred Hospital, is held at the
Redfern Aboriginal Medical Service
once a fortnight. The clinic sees about
a dozen patients and performs five or
six ultrasounds each time, and has
provided care to nearly 500 patients
since its inception.
The convenient location has been a
key factor in the success of the cardiac
clinic. Its presence in the community
has helped the clinic achieve more
diagnoses and resulted in improved

patient care, because it takes place
in a familiar environment. Support
by elders has also been fundamental
to the clinic, providing cultural
endorsement and helping to build
the rapport with the community that
has been critical to achieving a high
rate of attendance at appointments.
In addition to assisting the local
community, the clinic also sees a lot
of patients from rural and regional
areas, who take advantage of the
service when visiting friends and
relatives in Sydney.
The cardiac clinic initiative is
being co-presented by Dr Puranik
and the General Manager of the
Redfern Aboriginal Medical Service,
Laverne Bellear, at the Sydney Local
Health District Innovation and
Research Symposium on May 16. The
symposium is a showcase of the latest
advances in healthcare by the area’s
leading experts and researchers.
This new approach to providing
cardiac treatment within an urban
Aboriginal community setting is
likely to have a profound impact on
improving Aboriginal patient care,
and how that care is delivered.
“The same service wouldn’t work
at the hospital or at a tertiary clinic.
The patient perspective needs to be
better integrated in the model of
healthcare, a concept shift from the
clinic to the community where the
clinician goes to the patient, not the
patient to the clinician,” Dr Puranik
said. “If we really want to close
the gap, we have to make the care
S
mobile.”
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The youth of today

World Congress for Inclusion International – FRANS
Tom Maxwell, Tara Elliffe and Genny Haines Photo: Victoria Pearson

Victoria Pearson
Three candidates representing
disability support organisation
FRANS (Croydon) will be travelling to
Nairobi, Kenya, to participate in the
16th World Congress for Inclusion
International.
Tara Elliffe, Genny Haines and
Tom Maxwell, alongside FRANS CEO
Jerry McNamara and employee Thom
Calma, will visit Nairobi for one-anda-half weeks, including the three-day

congress on June 10-13.
The event is an opportunity for
people with intellectual disabilities,
families, disability rights activists
and professionals to come together
and help promote the importance of
self-advocacy leadership, reach out
to governments and policy-makers
and build relationships with congress
attendees from different countries.
FRANS will assist in funding the
cost of travel and congress expenses
for the candidates. They will also run
a series of fundraising events (such

as an upcoming trivia night) to aid in
the cost of the trip.
Ms Haines says she volunteered
to go to Nairobi because she wanted
to “pay it forward”. “I wanted to go
over to Nairobi to learn as much as
I can about self-advocacy and then
come back and teach guys within this
organization who are less fortunate
than us three to self-advocate for
themselves.
“I want to help stop in-house
bullying. I want to teach people
that if you’re getting bullied in the

The University of Sydney’s Poche Centre for Indigenous Health and
the Rotary Club of Sydney are leading an initiative to increase the
number of Aboriginal people trained in oral healthcare in a bid to
improve dental health in Aboriginal communities.

workplace you can speak up and say,
‘Hey, these are my rights’. I want to
get as much education as I can from
the conference and learn what it’s like
for someone overseas compared to
here,” she said.
Similarly, Mr Maxwell is heading
to Kenya to learn more about selfadvocacy and how to incorporate it
into his everyday life when he returns.
“In my school life I was bullied and
humiliated because of my disability
– but I think it’s time to set my goals
straight and learn a bit more about

advocacy and when I come back I
want to promote it to my workplace
so that everyone can join in.”
This isn’t the first time he has
travelled overseas to learn about
disability awareness. “I’ve been to
South Africa before with Tara, and I
want to travel to other places – not
just Kenya, but also New Zealand and
Scotland,” he said.
Ms Elliffe has also attended various
overseas conferences with the
support of FRANS.
“It [FRANS] helped me since I was
22, and I got more experience of
going to conferences. I’ve been to
Singapore, Dublin, Brisbane. We’ve
made lots of friends overseas, but
we have also made some of them in
Sydney,” she said.
The group has been meeting
every Friday afternoon to plan the
organisation and fundraising ideas
for the trip.
One fundraising effort that the
group has prepared is a Trivia Night
at Petersham Bowling Club on May
9 at 7pm.
The questions and evening’s
proceedings will be run by the trio,
with sections such as Sport, Movies,
TV Shows and History knowledge
featuring in the line-up.
Tickets are $20 per person with teams of
five to ten players. Teams can register by
emailing rsvp@frans.com.au and prizes on
the night include a fitness and wellness
package as well as a $500 dinner voucher.
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Come join us at the atp
Heritage Community Days
16-17 May 2014

The Poche Centre, the University’s Faculty of Dentistry and Rotary are working with the Armajun
Aboriginal Health Service and the Centre for Oral Health Strategy NSW to launch the Aboriginal Oral
Health Scholarships.
The scheme offers financial assistance for at least 24 Aboriginal people to study the Certificate III in
Dental Assisting and/or the Certificate IV in Dental Assisting (Oral Health Promotion).
The project will provide training for Aboriginal people living in regional and remote areas of NSW to
become qualified dental assistants. It will also help them gain entry into higher education studies,
such as oral health therapy or dentistry.
The initiative is an important bid to improve the health of Aboriginal people by increasing the number
of Aboriginal oral health clinicians.
Aboriginal people are less likely to have received preventive dental care, and more likely to have
untreated dental disease. The dental health of Aboriginal Australians is significantly worse than
other Australians.
Poor oral health impacts on school attendance and participation, nutrition, and the likelihood of
developing chronic diseases.
Aboriginal people are increasingly finding careers in areas such as nursing, medicine and allied
health, but this is not the case in oral health.
Scholarship candidates may be in year 11 or 12 and seeking a vocational pathway; already be
working as dental assistants without qualifications; or be Aboriginal health workers interested in
an additional qualification.
Each scholarship is valued at $15,000 and will provide course fees, over two years of one-on-one
mentoring for each recipient, computer and internet access, face-to-face and online learning, and
career education planning.
We hope these scholarships build clear pathways for the Aboriginal oral health clinicians of the
future because improving the oral health of Aboriginal children is fundamental to Closing the Gap
in life expectancy.
Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor and Principal
Community contact details
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523 Email: local.community@sydney.edu.au

Be transported to a bygone era of steam trains and
handmade machinery at Australian Technology Park’s
(ATP) Heritage Community Days.
As part of the National Trust’s Heritage Festival, ATP is inviting the
community to experience the unique industrial heritage of the Eveleigh
Railway Workshop through tours, talks and demonstrations.
Be led through the historically conserved Blacksmith’s Workshop by
former Eveleigh Railyard employees, hear about the site’s origins and
significance as an Aboriginal meeting place, see a live Blacksmithing
demonstration, view restored passenger carriages and treat yourself to
Devonshire tea.
Tours will run daily on 16 and 17 May from ATP’s Locomotive Workshop
Bays 1&2, 2 Locomotive Street, Eveleigh at 10am, 12pm and 2pm.
Go to www.atp.com.au or call (02) 9209 4220 for more information.
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Demonstrating safe cycling - dismounting at entrance to Waterloo Green Photo: Andrew Collis

The law is for everybody
Andrew Collis

On April 2 the High Court ruled in favour of
Redfern resident, Norrie, that human beings
could not be categorised simply in terms of
male or female. The judges said it was open
to the NSW Registrar of Births, Deaths and
Marriages to register a person’s sex as “nonspecific”. Norrie, SSH cartoonist as well as
volunteer distributor, took some time to reflect
on the significance of the case.
Over the past four years of legal process and
media attention you have shown tremendous
patience and persistence. What have you found
most helpful for motivation and inspiration?

Making time for my regular life, so that I could
survive the media attention, and so that I had a
life after the caravan left. Delivering the South
Sydney Herald on my bubble bike is always good
grounding therapy, letting me enjoy being of
simple service to everyone in my neighbourhood,
giving me peace from the hungry beast, the
insatiable media-go-round.
What have you found most surprising about
the process?

The high level of support, drawing in Geoffrey
Watson, SC, now quipping droll at ICAC, and
David Bennett, QC, who was John Howard’s
Solicitor General. Witnessing the judges put
themselves in my position and other positions
outside the binary, as they hammered home the
message that the law must be for all, not just

Towards more courteous cycling

those of more common identity. And the public
support, now overwhelmingly positive, when
once I would have been greeted with suspicion
for being sex non-specific.
The High Court judgment found in your
favour that the 1995 Births, Deaths and
Marriages Registration Act (NSW) recognised
that a person’s sex may be other than male or
female. Have you been told when you’ll receive
(again) your identity certificate marked sex
“non-specific”?
I received the certificate within a week of the
High Court judgment.
The decision has implications for sex and
gender diverse people throughout the
country. What positive comments have you
received from people in and beyond Australia?
What hopes are being expressed?

Lots. But it’s not up to me to be t he
spokesperson for other people. There’s a new
option now, let’s see what people do with it.
How did you celebrate the legal victory?

We had a gathering of about a dozen friends at
Railz for pizza and champagne, my best friend
proposed marriage with a ring made with his 3D
printer, and I accepted. The Marriage Act may
be at odds with this, but the UN’s International
Declaration of Human Rights guarantees the right
of all persons, not just men and women, to marry
and form a family. So, there may be another legal
encounter, perhaps resulting in marriage equality.
S
The things we do for love!

Andrew Collis

WATERLOO/REDFERN: The cycleway on George
Street is just about complete. Council and
contractors are to be commended for the
meticulous construction work, including
drainage, signage, surfacing and landscaping.
The path offers a smooth and speedy ride
north and south, with all the safety benefits
of separation from motor traffic.
One day (we hope) the inner city will be
replete with cycleways like this and we can all
enjoy the benefits of reduced traffic congestion
and pollution. In the meantime, as Elizabeth
Farrelly has highlighted, we live in an imperfect
urban environment. Cycleways only get us so far
(“On yer bike – but please share the footpath”,
SMH, May 1, 2014).
The compromise of the shared pedestriancyclist pathway requires keen awareness and
maintenance of mutual regard – beyond the
mere ring of a bike bell. Mindful of pedestrians
with particular sensitivities to strobe lighting, for
example, cyclists are advised to use non-flashing
lights at night.
And then there are those situations where
a cycleway or shared path merges with or
intersects a footpath. Ms Farrelly reminds us
of the relevant law. “Riding on the footpath is
illegal unless you have a child (under 12) in tow
... The footpath is not cycle territory. Cyclists are
not legal users.”
Ms Farrelly calls, rightly, for a minimal

protocol in situations where a cyclist feels the
need to seek the relative safety of a footpath.
“Bikes will be tolerated on footpaths only where
the road conditions are unsafe. Bikes must travel
no faster than comfortable walking speed (say
5km/h) especially when overtaking pedestrians.
They do not ‘tring’ peremptorily but hang back
until passing is easy. They say thank you.”
With regard to the George Street cycleway
in Redfern/Waterloo, however, the situation is
particularly concerning. At Phillip Street and
Raglan Street the cycleway meets Waterloo
Green, a property owned by the NSW Land and
Housing Corporation and home to residents of
the Matavai and Turanga high-rise apartments.
Residents of the adjacent buildings, Solander,
Marton, Cook and Banks, also frequent the
footpaths criss-crossing Waterloo Green.
As Ross Smith makes clear [see page 9], the
Council cycleway does not continue within the
bounds of Waterloo Green. It would be helpful if
signage made this fact clearer, perhaps with the
installation of “no cycling” signs at the entrance
to Waterloo Green. Mr Smith also stresses that
a great number of residents on the estate are
elderly and/or mobility challenged. Matavai is
designated for elderly public tenants.
Respectful cyclists will not ride their bikes
across Waterloo Green. The appropriate and
safe option entails dismounting at Phillip or
Raglan Street and walking one’s bike to the
point at which the cycleway recommences. It’s
common sense, and common courtesy. It’s also
S
the lawful option.

Politics of the Biennale
Rebecca LeMay

Sydney artist and activist with
the Refugee Art Project (RAP),
Safdar Ahmed, spoke with Rebecca
Le May about the Biennale boycott
and the artwork, “Bosbolobosboco”, a
collaboration with Netherlands artists,
Libia Castro and Olafur Olafsson. He
explains his cultural practice and
his hope to give voice to stories of
migration and detention.
Tell me about the piece you
made with Libia and Olafur. How
did it come into being and what
happened during the boycott?

The work is a biomorphic sculpture.
The audience is invited to sit or lie
in it and listen to a narrative of
visualisations that the refugees recall
about their migration to Australia. It’s
a very powerful work. The memories
are very poignant, like the moment of
saying goodbye to your family and not
knowing when or if you will ever see
them again.
When Libia and Olafur expressed
interest in working with refugees here
in Australia, [the RAP] was approached
by the Biennale to make contact. We
were very exited to work with them.
They have a great body of work that
addresses themes of migration, illegal

status and refugees in the context of
globalisation.
Essentially we had to wait for the
artists to come to Australia to see if the
collaboration was going to be possible.
Obviously we were very worried about
the Transfield issue. This was their
first visit to Australia and they weren’t
very familiar with the context so it was
our role as collaborators to share that
experience.
We made the mutual decision to
withdraw the piece from the Biennale
and at the same time organise to have
the work exhibited elsewhere. The
refugees involved also agreed with that
decision. Of course we re-evaluated
things after the Biennale cut its ties
with Transfield.
Why was it so important for you
to take a stand on this issue?

The RAP group had been going to
Villawood Detention Centre every week
for the last three years doing art classes,
so we’ve seen the psychological damage
that mandatory detention inflicts on
refugees. Everyone is depressed and
living in chronic uncertainty and there
is a terribly high rate of self-harm
and suicide.
We felt it very personally because a
friend of ours who had been attending
our art classes, Ahmad Ali Jafari, died

in detention of a heart attack … He
was blocked by an officer when he
presented with chest pain and there
is an ongoing coronial inquiry into
his death.
What do you say to critics of
the boycott who argue that the
Belgiorno-Nettis family are true
lovers of the arts and the artists
who re-entered are hypocrites for
accepting government funding?

I t h i n k t he boycot t ha s been
wonderful for the arts in general
because it has put the issue of arts
funding in the spotlight … I hope it puts
corporations on notice that you have to
behave ethically or your sponsorship
of cultural events will become an area
of dispute.
If you are a company involved in
something as unconscionable as an
offshore prison where people are being
attacked and no one is being processed,
then you should expect some sort of
resistance.
As taxpayers, accepting money from
the Arts Council to foster the creative
culture and well-being of this country is
very different from taking money from
a company, which is profiting from
something that is not only unethical
but illegal under international law.
I think Senator Brandis’ threat to

“Bosbolobosboco” by Safdar Ahmed, Libia Castro and Olafur Olafsson Photo: Rebecca LeMay

punish artists who refuse private
f und ing, is more a sy mptom of
this government’s desire to control
independent voices and would be a
very draconian step.
Tell me about the role of RAP
and how people can support it.

RAP provides art classes to refugees
in order to facilitate self-expression,
give t hem a voice in t he public
discourse and hopefully challenge
some misconceptions.
People can support our work by

purchasing our zines, which are filled
with the drawings, poems and writings
of the refugees we work with. We are
also involved in the Other Worlds
Zine Fair on the 25th May, organised
as an alternative to the Museum of
Contemporary Art’s Zine Fair, because
of MCA’s involvement with Transfield.
Supportive artists may also wish to
nominate pieces in future exhibitions
to go towards our support work. S
To find out more:
www therefugeeartproject.com
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Youth Connections
As we approach the upcoming Federal Budget
we continue to hear of important programs and
services that may face cuts.
Over the last few weeks I have been contacted
by many members of the community who are
View of Hospital (now Royal South Sydney Community Health Complex) and bus shelter, from Joyton Ave near Hansard St., looking northerly
(March 14, 1966) Photo: City of Sydney Archives (Front page: View of South Sydney Hospital, officially opened August 19, 1913, with a horse
drawn cart in front of the building Photo: (Cooper & Gibbon Photographers) South Sydney City Library Local History photo 10 (c. 1916).

Green Square set to
become hub for the arts
Sarah Grealy

ZETLAND: City of Sydney Council
hopes to “transform” the disused
former Royal South Sydney Hospital
site in Zetland with a new $350,000
public a r t work, as pa r t of it s
development of Green Square.
Lord Mayor Clover Moore said the
artwork will connect the Green Square
community to the area’s industrial and
commercial history. “This new public
artwork will have an ever changing,
important role linking the district to its
varied past, as well as celebrating the
creative life of Sydney,” the Lord Mayor
said. “Given the social history in this
site, this is a unique opportunity for an
artist to reflect the area’s past which
began as an important swampland for
the Aboriginal people.”
The Green Square development area
incorporates the suburbs of Alexandria,
Beaconsfield, Rosebery, Waterloo and
Zetland. The City of Sydney plans
to make it a sustainable village that

will cater to an estimated 40,000 new
residents by 2030.
Key to this development is Council’s
plan to integrate public art projects
within Green Square.
The South Sydney Hospital artwork
will be one of a number of new public
art projects commissioned under the
Council’s $4 million Green Square
Public Art Strategy, which aims to turn
the area into a major arts hub. The
Green Square Public Art Strategy will
involve the installation of permanent
and temporary public art projects that
link the main public domain areas in
the precinct, including the former Royal
South Sydney Hospital, the library and
plaza, Drying Green Park, the Aquatic
Centre and Gunyama Park, with
planned new developments.
Last year, City of Sydney appointed
Amanda Sharrad as the curatorial
advisor for public art at Green Square to
oversee the implementation of projects
in the area. Since then, Ms Sharrad
and the City’s design staff have begun
developing plans for the delivery of

“integrated, high quality public art
projects” across Green Square.
“I envisage art that connects the new
development with the local community,
ecology and histories of the area to
create a legacy for the next generation
and a blueprint for future development,”
Ms Sharrad said. “There will be iconic
commissions and innovative temporary
projects. Physically and conceptually,
art will help to unify the public domain
of the Green Square Town Centre and
celebrate its intrinsic worth.”
Plans are currently underway for
further permanent artworks for Green
Square, including an artwork by Kerrie
Poliness for the Drying Green Park.
Until then, temporary public artworks
will be displayed while construction is
S
ongoing.
City of Sydney Council is calling for
expressions of interest for an artist to
work together with architects to create
the public artwork for the former South
Sydney Hospital site. Expressions of
interest close on June 3, 2014.

concerned about the Abbott Government’s
threat to cut the Youth Connections program.
Youth Connections plays an important role
in supporting many young people in our
community. The program addresses growing
youth unemployment levels by helping early school
leavers complete year 12 and find employment.
We know that if we are to break the cycle of
unemployment we need effective programs
that address issues affecting different parts of
society. By focusing on the gap between school
and employment, the Youth Connections service
is one integral part of the complicated puzzle.
Youth Connections works. 4 out of 5 the young
people who use it get a job.
Projections show that unemployment levels will
contnue to rise. This shows again how Tony Abbott
just doesn’t get it.
The people who have contacted me show the
very best of our community -the desire to work

Forum presents case for change
SSH

On Wednesday March 26 over
120 people took up the invitation
from the Women’s Reconciliation
Network (WRN), ANTaR Inner
West, and Marrickville Residents
for Reconciliat ion to “explore
perspectives” and participate in
discussions around the proposal that
the Australian Constitution should be
altered to recognise Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders.
A f ter a musica l item f rom
Jacinta Tobin, Darug singer and
storyteller, Patricia Blackman, Elder
and member of the Ashfield Aboriginal
Consultative Committee, performed the
Welcome to Country and Mayor Lucille
McKella OAM welcomed the audience
on behalf of Ashfield Council.
Constitutional expert, Professor
George Williams AO and Anthony
Mason, Professor of Law, UNSW, started
proceedings by outlining the reasons
why the Constitution should be updated
and its racist powers removed.

Illustration: Ada Qian

Nicole Watson, a member of the BirriGubba people and Senior Researcher
at Jumbunna House of Learning,
UTS, responded by questioning how
we can start this campaign when we
don’t know what the proposed wording
to be put to the referendum will be.

She commended the Expert Panel’s
report to the audience and explained
there is a range of views within the
Aboriginal and Torres Straits Islander
community. Some accept constitutional
reform as a pragmatic way forward
while others believe it will make little
practical difference and a treaty should
be the major campaign focus.
Members of the audience, including
many Aboriginal attendees, then raised
discussion points with the first two
speakers. The general feeling of the
meeting was that both constitutional
recognition and a treaty are needed
and they are not mutually exclusive.
Muruwari woman Kirsten Gray, CEO
of the NSW Reconciliation Council, then
presented the pro-constitutional change
position of the Reconciliation Council
and encouraged people to get involved.  
Outspoken journalist and filmmaker
Jeff McMullen wrapped up by alerting
those present to the many things that
will not be gained by the constitutional
recognition, and how far we have to go
to have a fair system – which is very
S
different from having equality.

together to support and nurture young people in
our area.
I will be meeting with some of the affected local
organisations over the next few weeks to talk
about the impacts on young people in our local
community.
I ask that you support the Youth Connections
program by signing the petition at
http://www.alp.org.au/youthconnections and
tell the Abbott Government to include funding
for this vital program in the upcoming budget.
Tanya Plibersek
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University City a model for Sydney
An interview with Michael Spence

tripod cafe
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington
Ph: 9698 8677 Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure
Psychology
Urban Nature wellbeing centre
216 enmore rd (cnr edgeware Rd)
enmore nsw 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

Bruce Wardley

Sydney University Vice-Chancellor
Michael Spence is a man with a
plan. His mission is to do everything
he can to ensure both his international
and local students enjoy the very best
campus experience possible.
“Education is Australia’s second
largest export,” says Spence. “To remain
internationally competitive we need
to continue to invest in new buildings
and facilities.”
For Sydney University this means an
ambitious building program over the
next 20 years to increase University
floor space by 68 per cent within the
current campus boundaries. It’s a plan
which has the surrounding Darlington
community on edge.
Spence explains that the University
intends to expand student on-campus
accommodation, and improve teaching
and student facilities by constructing
taller buildings within ex isting
boundaries, and by moving campus
car parking underground. He has a
vision for the local community based
on what he has seen at the University
of Pennsylvania and its surrounding
community of West Philadelphia.
It’s a surprising revelation from the
head of a university which he readily
admits has long turned its back on
Darlington and neighbouring Redfern.
T h e g e n t r i f i c a t i o n o f We s t
Philadelphia into University City
is seen by Vice-Chancellor Spence
as an aspirational model for the
University of Sydney and Darlington.

Michael Spence, Vice-Chancellor, University of Sydney Photo: Bruce Wardley

Like Pennsylvania, Sydney University
moved into whole streets many years
ago to cater for the boom in university
education. Spence now wants to
assure local residents the University
has no desires to expand further into
Darlington, other than to express an
interest in the former Eveleigh rail
yards.
“We intend to work with the local
community to enhance the local area,
including the pedestrian corridor
between our Darlington campus and
Redfern Station.”
“We have a lways had a good
relationship with the Indigenous
community and with young people
in the Darlington community,” says
Spence. “There are no locked gates on
the Darlington campus and we welcome

the increasing number of local residents
who use our sporting, cultural and park
facilities seven days a week.”
He admits that in the past, however,
the University has not always been a
good neighbour, directing much of its
effort towards the Glebe side. “We are
now very keen to have a real connection
with Darlington,” says Spence, “and to
continue to support local community
facilities such as the Darlington School.
“Over-shading of nearby homes
will be avoided by locating any new
buildings towards the centre of the
S
existing campus.”
The University’s building plans can
be viewed online at
www.sydney.edu.au/about/profile/
building-projects/index.shtml

Reconsider your shopping
Brittany Johnson

In early April, Marrickville’s
Reverse Garbage, the environmental
sustainability organisation, opened an
exciting new shopfront in Redfern –
appropriately named ReConsidered.
Reverse Garbage’s dedication to
developing and researching new ways
to increase the reuse of materials
and decrease the amount of valuable
resources heading to landfill, is what
their new shop ReConsidered is all
about. The new shop space features
a range of unique interior décor and
furnishings, along with sustainable
art. “ReConsidered is about showcasing
what you can do with upcycling and
giving new life and purpose to items
whilst also challenging the notion of
what is waste,” says manager Shaye
Harty.
The choice to open a store in Redfern
has been of particular importance for
Reverse Garbage as it has allowed the
notion of upcycling to go beyond the
barriers of Marrickville and reach
a new demographic of Sydney. “My
vision and philosophy is about injecting
community back into Redfern,” says
Reverse Garbage CEO Narelle Mantle.
“This is not a project about individuals
making money, it is about looking after
each other and promoting care and
responsibility for one another and our
environment.”
“ReConsidered seeks to inspire others
to literally reconsider the notion of what
is ‘waste’ and ‘garbage’ and to see value
and function in materials which have
been thrown to the wayside,” continues
Narelle. “This is not just another
expensive furniture shop – we house
unique items at affordable prices.”
Some of these rare finds have also

Manager of ReConsidered, Shaye Harty, and Head of Operations, Andrew Cutts Photo: Brittany Johnson

been lovingly restored or upcycled
by Reverse Garbage’s ReStore and
ReCreate Team – a creative collective
of staff artists, educators and designers
committed to the organisation’s mission
to practice reuse and work exclusively
with only reuse materials. Indeed,
head into the shop yourself and you
will discover many interesting little
treasures – a standout being the
chandelier constructed from clear plastic
coat hangers. “To us, this shop is all
about having fun and communicating
and connecting with people to show
the potential of everyday undermined
objects,” says worker Lou McDonald.

Local artists who have a passion for
recycled art also have the chance to
promote their work at ReConsidered.
A space on site is dedicated for a
monthly exhibit of artworks and art
installations to explore the concept of
reusing materials to create art.
ReConsidered is located at 167 Regent
Street, Redfern. Open hours are 11am
– 6pm Wednesdays to Sundays. Closed
Mondays and Tuesdays and public
S
holidays.
To find out more about upcoming events,
follow the ReConsidered facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/ReConsideredRG
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No to culture of titillation
Samuel Clark

With a shocking story about the abuse
of press power unfolding in the courts of
England, the greatest protection against
abuse of press power is the public,
according to Media Watch presenter
Paul Barry. “Ultimately, it depends on a
significant section of the public getting up
and saying we don’t want this shit. This
is appalling. You can’t destroy people’s
lives for the titillation of the masses.”
Following the recent publication of his
book, Sex, Lies and the Murdoch Succession,
Barry was joined by Sydney University
Professor Rod Tiffin, the author of Rupert
Murdoch: A Reassessment, to speak at a
recent Politics in the Pub event. In front
of a full house at the Harold Park Hotel on
April 3, with the topic, “The Murdoch press
and its influence on Australian, British and
American politics”, much debate ensued.
With the Murdoch owned News Limited
dominating the Australian media, Barry
warned that it was not enough to rely on
independent journalism to uncover dirty
practices such as phone tapping. “Generally,

the other newspapers in London didn’t want
to go after the News of The World and The
Sun because papers like The Mirror and The
Mail on Sunday were doing the same sort of
things themselves or they had journalists who
had come from those papers. So papers can
be independent but it obviously doesn’t help
when you have a very dominant proprietor.”
But it was not the crimes committed
that disturbed Barry and Tiffin. It was
the culture of the British tabloids, culture
that permitted the publication of “smut”
and of “people’s private lives”.
“It’s not the stuff that is in the public
interest. It’s a culture I really think we should
not allow in this country,” Barry urged.
Professor Tiffin reiterated Barry’s
concerns, pointing out that Rupert Murdoch
“rules by phone and by clone”, creating
the culture in his publications. “Media
power corrupts as much as any form”
and “the idea that technological change
means ownership and concentration are
yesterday’s issues is entirely wrong”.
Through events such as Politics in the
Pub, which meets weekly, perhaps the
culture of titillation can be prevented from
S
dominating here.

Campbell is the Big Issue’s “original
dog person” in Sydney. over the past
seven years he has sold the magazine
in the city around the qvb and George
Street accompanied by his two
canine companions. last month he
moved to Erskineville where he has
taken another dog under his wing.
“Watching him interact, care and
provide for his dogs, it is clear to see that
Campbell is a fiercely compassionate and
selfless person. “The dogs have to find
me; I refuse to support the pet industry.”
He acquired one who had been abused
by his last owner, leaving it severely
malnourished and with a badly damaged
leg that required expensive pain killers.
This is a story that he has shared
with many while selling the magazine
and has even been offered donations to
help with costs but he refuses to take
them because “he’s not my begging
dog. If you really want to help me, this
is how you help me. Buy The Big Issue
off me fortnightly. I would rather that
you bought it off me fortnightly.”
Before he had the misfortune of
experiencing homelessness, Campbell
worked as a bush regenerator. He
was saving money to start his own
business as a bush regenerator but
homelessness threw a spanner into
that plan. “I didn’t think I would be on

Campbell
the street for two years, I thought six
months at most. Two years later I’d
lost everything.” Working at The Big
Issue helps him raise funds for the
things he values most. “My money goes
on my dogs and living expenses.”
Photo by Peter Holcroft

The Big Issue is Australia’s leading
social enterprise. It is an independent,
not-for‑profit organisation that
develops solutions to help homeless,
disadvantaged and marginalised people
positively change their lives. The Big
Issue magazine is published fortnightly
and sold on the streets by vendors
who purchase copies for $3 and sell
them for $6, keeping the difference.
To find out more visit:
thebigissue.org.au

MICKEY’S FRUIT &VEG
86 Pitt St – Redfern – NSW 2016
Ph 8399 0243 | Fax 9699 8417
order@mickeysfruitandveg.com.au

MICKEY’S
Redfern's finest foods
MICKEY’S DELI
86A Pitt St – Redfern – NSW 2016
Ph 8399 0244 | Fax 9699 8417
order@mickeysfruitandveg.com.au
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Winter fruits
and veggies

Samuel Clark

by Louisa Dyce
I love this time of year. It’s getting colder so you don’t feel like
holding back on good veggies. And when it comes to veggies that
really make you feel full and good and warm for the cool autumn
and cold winter months there are so many items coming into
season. Let me give you a list to remind you of them.
With regards to the fruit please make sure you look our for:
apples, some berries, figs, grape fruit, kiwi fruit, lemons,
mandarins, melons, watermelon, nectarines, pears, persimmons,
plums, quinces, and last but not least strawberries.
Just writing about all of these fruits makes me salivate at the
thought of biting into them! Yummy, yummy yummy. Takes me
back to good times of my childhood eating fruit and getting
sticky with the juices.
However, I have to remind you of the vegetables that make
my mouth water just thinking about them as well. There is
asparagus, beans, beetroot, brussel sprouts, cabbage, carrots,
cauliflower, Lebanese cucumbers, eggplant, leeks, potatoes,
pumpkin, silver beat, spinach, onions, sweet corn, tomatoes,
turnips and zucchini.
Think of the wonderful soups and roasts that you can do with
all of this wonderful produce.
Now when I mention potatoes I don’t want you to think of what
you buy in the supermarket. I don’t often mention a grower
but in this case I’m going to make an exception. They are called
Highland gourmet potatoes and they have over 30 different
potato varieties. You can find them at the Eveleigh Farmers
Market. They have potatoes that I had never heard of. There is
one called a Cranberry Red. It has a red skin with pink flesh.
It’s great for making scallops and particularly mash as it is a
beautiful colour when put on a plate, especially if you have
friends coming for dinner and you want to quietly impress them.
The Sapphire is a purple potato and it stays that colour and is
great for mash and thin fries. Go and have a look. You won’t
be disappointed.

Column sponsored by

Badde Manors CAFÉ
37 Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
Tel 9660 3797 (Open seven days & nights)

Authentic coffee-house culture of the 50s and 60s.
Warm and inviting.
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REDFERN: The Big Issue is more
than just a magazine. It aims “to
provide employment and income
opportunities for marginalised,
disadvantaged and homeless
people”, explains Susan LeithMiller, the social enterprise’s
former operations manager. This
ambition has been aided by a
derelict building on Little Eveleigh
Street, becoming the heartbeat
of the organisation in Sydney.
The building has become integral
to operations, a headquarters
where the various programs such
as the Vendor Café, the Women’s
Subscription Enterprise (WSE), Street
Soccer and The Big Issue Classroom
are run. But more importantly,
it has become a place where
participants feel like they belong.
Although The Big Issue has
offices in all the capital cities,
NSW is the “only state where all
the four programs that we run can
be run out of the one building,”
explains Susan. “This building has
enabled us to really solidify our
service delivery. What we have

tried to achieve, especially with the
vendor reception area, is to create a
place that always feels welcoming,
nurturing, sufficient, clean, tidy.”
Long-time vendor Marcus has
already started feeling the benefits
of the building. “The old office
that we had in Regent Street was
like a shoe box, really small, really
confined space … the general
vibe of this place is a lot better.”
Vendor Café is one of the favourite
programs, celebrating the release of
the latest magazine every second
Friday over a cooked breakfast. It
is an opportunity for vendors to
interact with each other and the
volunteers who help organise it. “The
real thing we want volunteers to do
is engage with vendors so that it’s
a sense of normalising, so that they
feel part of society,” Susan says.
With the majority of vendors
being male, it was identified that
“women are often fleeing domestic
violence, might have children,
making it very difficult for them to
sell [the magazine] on the streets.”
The second floor of the building has
been opened up, creating the WSE
which offers a space for a group of
women to come in weekly and pack

magazines to be sent to subscribers.
Susan attests that there have been
some amazing transformations, with
the causal work helping to build up
a sense of self-worth. “What that
self-worth has done is enabled the
women to pick up the phone and
advocate for themselves, to get on
Centrelink, and to get housing.”
Another program which
is helping to break down the
barriers of isolation is Street
Soccer, which uses sport to help
people feel good, get fit, alleviate
depression and make friends.
The Big Issue Classroom
offers students, schools and
corporations opportunities to
learn more about homelessness,
with a vendor as the guest speaker
sharing their experience.
For Marcus, the building has
become an integral part of The Big
Issue. “We’ve got a place that we can
S
call home now.”
If you would like to volunteer, donate
food to the vendor reception or donate
anything to The Big Issue, please contact
the Sydney office for more information:
125-127 Little Eveleigh St, Redfern; phone
83327200; emailsydney@bigissue.org.au

Voices of youth make a difference
Joseph Ra Na

The sombre rain, capricious
weather, moody clouds and cheeky
occasional rays of sunshine defined
the first two weeks of April.
Ironically enough, quite like the
general notion of the youth of today,
the temperament of those weeks
could best be defined as erratic,
unpredictable, iffy, dicey, and
spasmodic. This general notion,
however, was set to change.
Sandwiched between these
two weeks – April 4 to 13 – was
Youth Week 2014, an annual NSW
government initiative that took
roots in 1989 and has flourished
into a week of celebration and
festivities for the Australian
youth and their achievements.
This year’s compelling theme
“Our Voice. Our Impact” led the
youth to identity with and embrace
the essence of the theme and
showcase their talents by taking part
in various events across Australia

that helped them project their
voice and have an overall impact
on the socio-cultural well-being
of youth in Australian society.
Senator the Hon. Scott Ryan,
Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister for Education, launched
the National Youth Week this
year. Expressing his support and
enthusiasm, Senator Ryan said in
the media release that “this year’s
theme and the many activities
around the country involve young
people expressing their views
and ideas in a variety of ways”.
The myriad events and activities
included expos, exhibitions,
competitions, parties, award
functions and sporting events
like the Youth Week in the City
Sports Day that took place on April
12 at King George V Recreation
Centre, at The Rocks in Sydney.
The Youth Week in the City
Sports Day provided the younger
generation, aged 12 to 24, with
sporting activities like soccer and
basketball competitions interspersed

with relationship-developing and
friendship-fostering opportunities
like free lunch and DJ workshops.
Youth Week 2014 was sponsored
by the Mental Health Commission
of NSW, the NSW Youth Week
Young People’s Advisory Committee
(YPAC), NSW Department of
Education and Communities,
and NSW Health’s Play Safe.
As stated on its official
website, Youth Week 2014 truly
fulfilled its promise of being
“an annual celebration of young
people, organised by young
people for young people, in local
communities across Australia”.
Here’s asking the youth to let their
voice be heard and make a difference,
by working hard, playing harder,
enjoying life and keeping safe, until
next year’s Youth Week, which
is set to bring back the festivities
from Friday April 10 to Sunday
S
April 19, 2015.
For information, head to:
www.youthweek.nsw.gov.au.

Edgy and affordable fashion
Louisa Dyce

REDFERN: Marie is a familiar
and friendly face at clothing
outlet Labels On Sale in
Redfern Street (on the corner
of Regent Street). Louisa
Dyce caught up with Marie to
discuss fashion, business and
the management of her shop.
How long have you worked in
Redfern?

I have been working in
Redfern for 26 years. For over
two years at a store called
Wombat. It was just up the
road. Then I started here [at
Labels On Sale] on the 1st of
July in 1990. So it’s 24 years
I have been here. It is a long

time. The shop has changed
names. It was called Cheap
And Chic, and in 2004 we
changed our business name
to Designer Labels On Sale.
Tell me about how your shop
has changed over the years?

You will find that we
organise the store differently
to other retail fashion stores.
Designers give us a lot of
one-off pieces that only
come in one size. To help out
our customer we have our
display done in sizes. That
way it makes it easier for the
customer to find and try on
clothes rather than go through
styles. We have a big variety
of stock.

The other major difference
that happened with the store
is we took the roller shutters
down. They were removed in
January 2011. It does make
the shop more welcoming and
the residents like looking at
window displays, and I agree
with them that it’s much nicer.
Where does your clothing
come from?

Most from Melbourne
and Sydney straight from
manufacturers/designers
and importers. They give us
their end of lines, samples,
cancelled orders, so there
are very different styles from
what you might find in a
normal shop.

The fashion has changed over
the years. Which style has been
your favourite?

I have noticed women in
the 70s, 80s and 90s had to
really get dressed up to go out.
However, since 2009 we have a
new style and a contemporary
fashion look has emerged.
It’s called the layering look.
It’s imaginative and edgy and
this is the way of effortless
dressing which has emerged.
The look has been taken from
the Euro-Asian influence and
Raggedy-Ann look – very
stylish and relaxed at all times.
Who should come and see you to
get a great buy?

We welcome everyone,

Marie at Labels On Sale Photo: Andrew Collis

however, it’s more for
women over 30 who love
interesting fashion. We have
over 20 designer labels from
Sydney, Melbourne, Perth
and some imports. We are a
genuine designer clearance
store for many different labels,
and savings are from 60 per
cent off to 85 per cent off

recommended retail price.
We have imaginative and
edgy pieces, which make for
effortless dressing. We sell
things that you can wear to
work and then dress up for an
evening out.
Right now we have a
further 20 per cent off all
S
our mark downs!

May 2014

COMMENT & OPINION

cartoon: HRH norrie mAy-welby

Reducing alcohol-related harms
Editorial
SSH

The NSW/ACT Alcohol Policy
Alliance (NAAPA) is an alliance
of organisations advocating for
evidence-based solutions to prevent
and reduce alcohol-related harms
in NSW and the ACT. On April 15,
NAAPA hosted a forum at NSW
Parliament House entitled “Alcohol
Policy in NSW: Where To Now?”
The for u m prov ided a g reat
oppor tun it y to hea r about t he
measures the NSW government has
announced and to hear from those
working on the frontline about the
impacts these measures are having.
There is good news in terms of
reduced police arrests and reduced
hospital admissions for alcoholrelated incidents. The forum also
provided a great opportunity to hear
the positive research on the Newcastle
restrictions.
Jo H o l d e r o f t h e S a ve o u r
Streets campaign and Kings Cross
Community Accord reports engaging
questions from attendees to presenters
about the challenges communities
face when dealing with the liquor
licensing system. The A lcohol
Community Action Project (ACAP),
made possible by a grant from the
Australian Rechabite Foundation and
administered by the Foundation for
Alcohol Research and Education, was
praised by a number of attendees for
the great work it is doing to support
communities.
ACAP is a pilot project that supports
people and organisations who want
to prevent and redress alcohol-related
harms in their communities across
NSW in collaboration with the NSW
government, local councils, police,
health and the industry. The pilot
project consists of two key resources:
a website and a community adviser.
It aims to ensure that the control of
liquor outlets reflects the expectations
and aspirations of local communities
and is not solely driven by the wishes
of the liquor industry.
ACA P helps e x pla i n t he
complexities of problematic liquorrelated Development Applications

(DAs), liquor licensing and related
approvals, and complaints about
liquor outlets.
AC A P h e l p s p e o p le w i t h i n
communities to mobilise, and to
achieve: a community free from
alcohol-related harms so everyone
can safely enjoy public spaces day and
night; an informed and equal say on
all liquor-related decisions that impact
upon their community; a community
that is not unfairly burdened with
the high costs and dislocations of
alcohol-related harms arising from
the supply, promotion and availability
of alcohol.
I n Ja nu a r y 2 014, t h e N S W
government made some significant
announcements relating to managing
alcohol-related harms. While the
new measures of a 3am last drinks
and 1.30am lockouts in Sydney’s
CBD are welcome, they stop short
of including communities in the
liquor approval decision-making
process and extending the benefits of
reduced last drinks across the whole
of NSW. ACAP aims to fill this gap by
providing a resource that empowers
local communities to engage in the
decisions about the opening of new
liquor outlets, the extension of trading
hours, making complaints about
undue alcohol-related disturbances
and liquor promotions.
Project Manager Tony Brown has
substantial experience assisting
communities to address their alcoholrelated concerns. In 2008, Tony helped
drive the case for dealing with alcoholrelated harms in Newcastle. This led
to the introduction of a new set of
conditions including a reduction in
late-night trading hours of licensed
premises. The “Newcastle Conditions”
resulted in a reduction in alcoholrelated assaults as well as a stronger
and more diverse night-time economy.
The new NSW Premier Mike Baird
has appointed the Hon. Troy Grant MP
as Minister for Hospitality, Gaming
and Racing with responsibility for
liquor regulation. NAAPA has written
to both, congratulating them on their
appointments and requesting a meeting
to discuss how NAAPA can work with
them to ensure the NSW government
becomes a leader in reducing alcoholS
related harms.

Pedestrians –
skittles for cyclists?
comment
Ross Smith

The City of Sydney Council commenced work on a bicycle path from the
Central Business District to Green Square and beyond some years back. The
work commenced without consent having been gained from the owner [NSW
Department of Housing] of a large parcel of land the proposed bicycle path
intended to cross.
processes Council had in place to meet
The historic users of the land parcel the expenses arising from any collision
in question have consistently raised between the users of the land and any
their concerns to Council over the user of the Council’s bicycle path. The
dangers posed to them in the event Council has failed to identify any such
that the bicycle path did cross the process and has consistently denied any
land. The land users also asked what liability on Council’s part.
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The Council’s desire to have its
bicycle path cross property it does
not own creates a liability problem
for the landowner. Landowners are
liable for any actions occurring on
property they own. Whilst Council may
choose to indemnify the landowner,
the ultimate liability for any actions
occurring on the property remains
with the landowner.
Council, in an attempt to avoid
responsibility for the management
of the risk arising from its bicycle
path crossing someone else’s land,
has claimed that the NSW Police are
obliged to manage the risk Council
wishes to create.
Bad planning on Council’s part at
one segment of the bicycle path has
resulted in pedestrians desiring to use
an established pedestrian crossing
having to first cross the bicycle path
when emerging from a large residential
complex for the elderly. This danger is
further enhanced by the lack of calming
measures on Council property to slow
bicyclists on an extended downhill
run leading into the “crossover”. The
decision to give bicyclists preference
over motor vehicles whilst creating
da nger for pedest r ia ns exposes
Council’s disregard for pedestrian
safety.
Bad planning on Council’s part at
another segment of the bicycle path has
resulted in the creation of increased risk
of collision and potential blockage of
roadway at two intersections. The risk
creation arises from bad signage and
giving preference to bicyclists.
Both of these planning “incidents”
have been bought to Council’s attention
on multiple occasions.
In the event of a pedestrian being hit
by an errant bicyclist and experiencing
injury needing medical attention or
property damage, another barrier arises
for the pedestrian. The bicycle is not
required to have a number plate or any
other means of readily identifying the
bicycle in question. For any claim for
compensation against an individual
to proceed, the identity of the person
causing the damage must be known.
The owner of the large parcel of land
which the Council intended to cross
with a bicycle path must be feeling
rather nervous every time another
bicyclist comes into view, especially
when an elderly resident emerges
from the residential complex that the
S
landowner operates.

We’re all in this together
faith
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

Whether we are religious, or not, it
is interesting to ponder the nature of
reality when it comes to justice across
the world. Why are some people born
into suffering and need and others
into comfortable life? Are we really
deserving of what we receive in
our time?
If we are people of faith, we might ask
whether the God we serve has planned
things to be like this? I suggest that the
God or Being/s who created the universe
would be likely to have set all things in
place for justice and equality. On the
other hand, God/s set us free to make
our own decisions about what we do with
life and resources and the way we treat
others, otherwise our relationships with
the Divine would be almost meaningless
and we would never “grow up”.
Obviously, if it is true that any
injustices are the consequences of human
decisions, then each generation faces
choices about how we deal with the
current situation. It also means that life
is, of its very essence, corporate. While
we make our individual choices about
the way we live, major inequities and

struggles for peace and survival can
really only be solved by the way we
live together.
Th is joint responsibi l it y a lso
means that we face dealing with the
consequences of our histories. For
example, much poverty and oppression
in the world is related to past colonial
history, especially actions taken by
European powers of in earlier centuries.
These nations assumed that they had
the right to take over African, Asian and
Latin American people, to use people as
slaves and steal the resources from the
land in which they lived. In Africa, it is
often said that the colonisers “brought
the Bible in one hand and took the land
with the other”.
In response to leadership, together
we abolished slavery. We no longer
“own” other people in the direct sense.
However, it is hard not to see many,
many struggling people around the
world as being part of other forms of
slavery – working for more powerful
people and being given barely enough to
eat, slaving away for long hours to profit
the owners of their industries or land.
Then there is all the violence
and terrorism, often in the name of
competing religions, and wars still
fought around different nationalities,
political or religious groups. So many
millions of desperate people are pushed

away from their homelands into refugee
camps, fleeing their countries across
borders or onto boats.
If we were to transform the world, or
even our own country, into a place of
compassion and justice, where would
we start? How could we, together, gather
the strength of power for good so that
we restore the dreams of our Creator
and move towards a new life for us all?
There is no easy way to do this, but
together we might make beginnings in
the communities around us and support
agencies that make moves for good in
faraway places.
Because it is only together that we
can really make a difference, we could
also begin by relating in friendship
across religions, cultures, genders,
races and social groups. When we look
each other in the face and see that we
are all human, maybe we could move
across some of the historic and current
divisions that have caused so much pain
and injustice.
We could openly and honestly own
our history. For example, we are not, and
never have been, “the land of the fair go”
and most of us simply took this land from
its Indigenous people. What do we owe
those who have suffered through our
forebears and through us? What would
your priority be if you could be part of
S
the changing of the world?
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Making the good society a possibility
One of the benefits of age is my remembering of other times and the slow collecting of knowing how things have changed.
Sometimes the bits of memory, the daily experiences and the media can blend together with puzzlement about what is changing
and why. My question, as both a long-term political maven and stirrer, is why is Australia, and much of the western world,
no longer offering ideas for making more civil societies?
Eva Cox

Why are many democracies of the
once ever-more-wealthy west now
offering despair about their futures?
Australia, as a relatively small and
distant member of this grouping,
is a much less optimistic place
than it was in the decades after
World War Two. As we move into
the second decade of a still new
millennium, there are widespread
social tensions as major political
parties compete for power by
offering funding and policies based
on self-interest and prejudices as
the basis of their voter bribes.
What has changed over the
decades since the optimism of the
post-war assumptions that the
future could and should be better
than the past, and we could make
it happen? These are questions I’ve
tried to answer, as both a political
activist and social scientist, but
there were missing bits to the
picture I tried to piece together.
One big change is the major
public interests of those in power.
We have shifted from conversations
about making a better world to
just discussing wealth, money
and material goods. Why are the
minutiae of daily life, the pleasures
of being part of social networks
and relationships and the feelings
of belonging and contributing,
no longer any part of political
discourses and party debates?
We need to replace the idea that
we live in an economy with the
idea that we are all contributing

citizens to a good society. Societies
are collectives of people who are
connected by a range of relationships
from a single thread of sharing
space through co-workers and
common interest groups, to the
complex multiple ties of friends and
families. The intensity and resilience
of these connections are based
on mixtures of history, feelings,
cultures, beliefs, pleasure and duty
that operate through expectations,
traditions and social mores as
well as through the more formal
framework of laws and institutions,

the disappearance of ideas like
the common good and the public
sphere, as something we share.
This shift has created serious
damage to our sense of who we are
and can be as part of a wider social
system. The major political parties’
adoption of this big ideological shift
from collective and public services to
markets and neo-liberalism, starting
in the eighties, has fed pessimism.
It undermines the beliefs we once
had in nearly inevitable social
progress as part of the enlightenment
and modernity. While some of the

The major political parties’ adoption of this
big ideological shift from collective and
public services to markets and neo-liberalism,
starting in the eighties, has fed pessimism
and the power these have over
the distribution of resources.
It really matters when there is a
continuing disappearance of social
well-being issues from the political
and official public agendas. The last
three decades have seen slow
shifts in the public and political
agendas to gradually replace
social goals with economic ones,
so we become a market society.
Put this set of changes into our
public conversations about what
really matters, and we can see a
gradual shift to privatisation and

ideas were flawed, they created
social optimism and engagement
in possibilities of a fairer system.
Peace movements, civil rights,
feminism, sexual freedoms and many
other socially defined inequities were
tackled and we made many changes.
Where once we saw ourselves as
inherently part of, and belonging to,
larger groups, the political pressures
made us less able to see the good
in others and options for making
social progress. Instead, fear of loss
of material security is being used
cynically by those in power, via

beliefs about threats of the “Other”
and the need for ever more personal
and individual financial security.
The sense of insecurity, the
threats of individual unpredictable
terrorist acts, the 3D printer that
makes cheap guns, all on the news
as I write this, suggest too many
threats for comfort. This leads to an
inevitable rise in anxieties amongst
those in more secure nations.
The risks to us in Australia are not
high but the media, old and new,
create a sense of emergency well
above the threat levels. The more
we distrust each other, the more
people demand impossible levels
of safety, the more civilisation is
put at risk, the more the market
runs free of control to exploit us.
Even sporting engagements seem
to be reduced to debates about the
costs of players, the betting odds of
incidents or other monetised versions
of the once sporting conflicts.
Does this matter in terms of
widespread acceptance of material
well-being? Yes, because it raises
ghosts of the past I hoped were
securely buried. As a child of
that smaller generation, born in
the late 1930s, a refugee child
in England in WW2, I grew up
questioning why we had to leave
my birthplace, Vienna, because of
Hitler. The world of the time saw
the only solutions in the political
hands of demagogues, as fear led
to rejections of democratic systems
and rights in favour of despots. So I
became involved over the past six
decades in trying to change what
I saw as unfair in the hope that

such risks would not reappear.
My feminism activist engagement
is not about women sharing
some parts of the many powers
and privileges of masculine
dominance but to change the
macho-versions of priorities and
possibilities. My feminism is about
redefining what is valuable and
valued so we can move back into
deciding what makes up the good
societies we want to live in.
Good societies recognise the
importance of fairness, diverse
members, good personal and social
relationships, care, nurture and
mutual respect. We need to value the
best aspects of the feminised spheres
of care and nurture and social ties
as well rights and obligations to
strangers, for making inclusive social
institutions. The social currency
is good quality relationships.
Money is a useful way to count
value but it should not replace it.
Therefore I am hoping to establish
a loose network, some informal
coalition of people to develop and
put forward the proposals we need
in a manifesto for a Good Society
election. We need to release these
options and criteria early enough
to be read by policy makers and
spinners, in the hope they will at
least debate, if not adopt, them.
We need many wider conversations
to replace current destructive
paradigms, reintroduce social
equity and engage people!
Eva Cox is an active feminist public
advocate for making society more civil,
believing humans deserve social well-being.
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Image: Catherine Wood’s “Gum Trees” (detail), 2014

Art among
Lots in store for
the trees
Baz Scott at Egg Records in Newtown Photo: Kelly Lane

SSH
WATERLOO: Saturday April 26
saw the opening of the Orchard
Gallery’s first new show in
2014. Among the Trees is a group
exhibition featuring the work of 30
local artists (including children),
and comprising drawings,
paintings, photographs, collage
works, sculptures and poetry.
There’s something for everyone.
Margaret Vazey’s “South Coast
Trees, NSW” is a painterly evocation
of the bush. Jovana Terzic’s
“All-Seeing Tree” is whimsical and
mystical. Catherine Scott’s graphic
work, “Annular”, signifies the
silent witness of trees – absorbing
light and moisture, all manner
of stimulants and pollutants.
Catherine Wood presents her
engagements with and reflections
on the theme in a sketch-book
– gentle exercises in biology,
geology and park-life recreation.
Jemima Hall, curator and
current artist in residence, has
gathered these diverse works with
an eye for elegance and balance.
Works have been hung in tree-like
configurations – in clusters, in bursts
of colour. Clay and wire sculptures
are displayed upon a glass table
spray-painted in gold and green
(Christopher Baldock’s “The Vine”).
Abstract works connote the

spiritual – sapiential roots, holy/
common ground, interdependence
– and then there are specific
touches of South Sydney: Alana
Valentine’s silk-screened fig
trees and cicadas, Adrian Spry’s
collage “Big Sky, Redfern Park”.
Hall spoke warmly of
contributions and of those with
whom she has enjoyed many hours
of creativity and communion.
She thanked the gallery and
acknowledged the support of the
South Sydney Uniting Church.
Parish minister Andrew Collis
referred to Hall’s unique gifts as a
teacher of both children and adults.
The exhibition catalogue includes
notes by Hall, who writes: “As we
mature among the trees, we become
aware that we must nurture and
support our companions, for without
them we cannot survive. With the
fear of climate change and global
warming, we invite you to reflect ...”
There is also a short poem by
Adrian Spry: “My trees have long
limbs/ and stretch out very wide./
They clothe the footpath and
reach into the night./ A druid’s
house and our ancestral home.”
Among the Trees
The Orchard Gallery
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
Curated by Jemima Hall
(Contact 0411 331 323)
Till May 31, 2014

music lovers
Kelly Lane

Vinyl lovers were out in
force on April 19 for international
Record Store Day. Founded in 2008
to support struggling independent
record stores, this year the annual
celebration attracted hundreds of
fans to stores in Newtown and Surry
Hills. Many were on the hunt for
limited edition releases from the
likes of Bruce Springsteen and Sky
Ferreira, as well as Australian artists
Adalita, Tame Impala and Flume.
At Title on Crown Street in
Surry Hills, Record Store Day
is its busiest day of trade outside
the Christmas period. Title group
manager Scott Hillyard [pictured on
page 1] says the popularity of Record
Store Day in Australia has grown
significantly in the past two years.
“It took a little while to catch on
from the US and UK,” he explains.
“One of the main parts of the day is
the limited edition stock that gets
released, and it took a while for that
stock to be available in Australia.
So without that focus on the day it
was hard for it to get traction. But
that’s happening now, in a big way.”
Chris Sammut, who owns

Repressed Records on King Street
in Newtown, counted at least
30 people queuing outside his
store before he opened, to buy
this year’s exclusive releases.
Sammut, who moved his business
from Penrith to Newtown six years
ago, says his customers are mostly
people who are “right into music”
– musicians, band members and
record label owners. “We’re really
targeted,” he explains. “We’re not
going to try to compete with JB H-Fi.
We get a lot of imported stuff, real
cutting edge bands, rough around
the edges music – that’s our niche.”
2014 was Sammut’s third Record
Store Day, and his busiest yet. “I
think it’s a good promotion,” he says.
“It’s fun and gets new people in,
who have probably never shopped
here before. They will see an ad or
some of the promotions and will
come in and check out the shop, and
hopefully they’ll come back again.”
Browsing the shelves of Repressed
Records, Wagga Wagga’s Dana Crowe
says Record Store Day was a deciding
factor for her when organising a trip to
visit Sydney. “I love it … there’s a really
good vibe in every store you go into,”
Crowe says. “So many music stores
are always closing so I think it brings

a crowd that wouldn’t normally put as
much emphasis on buying records.”
At Egg Records on Wilson Street
in Newtown, live music kept patrons
entertained as they perused the shop’s
mostly second hand collection, with
owner Baz Scott hosting a series of
local musicians from 12pm. “I wish it
was like this everyday,” says Scott, who
has been running the store since 2000.
“Whether it’s vinyl or CDs, it’s great
that people get out and support it.”
Fourteen years ago, only
about 30 per cent of Scott’s sales
were in vinyl, with the majority
coming from CDs. Now, he says,
it’s the other way around.
Encouragingly, vinyl sales in
Australia rose by 77 per cent
in 2013 compared with 2012,
according to figures released
by the Australian Recording
Industry Association (ARIA).
For Scott, he believes there’s
something about the “whole package”
of a record that can’t be matched by
listening to music in other formats –
the sound, the cover artwork and the
feeling of holding something in your
hand. “I bought many albums as a kid
just for the cover, and hoped the record
on the inside was great. And inevitably,
nine times out of ten it was.”
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The Reviews
Film Reviews
by Lindsay Cohen

The Lego Movie
Directors: Phil Lord, Christopher Miller
Starring: Lego (of course)
Genre: Suitable for adults
Instructions for watching The Lego
Movie:
Step 1 – Take children to cinema.
Step 2 – Ply them with food and drink.
Step 3 – Point out to them that the
film hasn’t started yet, this is just another
ad for yet another animated film.
Step 4 – Spend 15 minutes getting
used to the stop-go animation (like you
do with subtitles). Note that not since
Team America: World Police (2004) has an
animated film looked as original.
Step 5 – Contemplate a Lego Movie
sequel with the same levels of blood, sex
and violence as Team America – now that
would be awesome.
Step 6 – Reflect on the comparison
with The Truman Show (1998) as Emmet
the construction worker goes about his
daily routine. Note the film’s messages
about identity and individuality.
Step 7 – Sing along to theme song
“Everything is Awesome”.
Step 8 – Ply children with more food.
Step 9 – Obtain idea for film review
as a series of instructions, the irony being
that The Lego Movie is all about freeing
oneself from such regimentation. Admire
how clever you are.
Step 10 – Play “Spot the Lego
Character” with your kids.
Step 11 – You lose.
Step 12 – Contemplate the delicate
balancing act that The Lego Movie pulls
off of being blatantly anti-capitalist
(President Business is the baddie)
yet Lego being a marketing and toy
behemoth (the box set tie-ins were in
toy stores a month before the film was
released).
Step 13 – Contemplate buying The
Lego Movie box sets for the kids’ birthdays.
Step 14 – Try not to be amused as
your 4 year old disappears over the seats
in front of you and turns the first three
rows into his personal playground.
Step 15 – Leave as the credits roll. You
seriously think your kids would let you
sit through that?
Rating: Four days of nagging till you
buy the boxed sets.

The Grand Budapest Hotel
Director: Wes Anderson
Starring: Ralph Fiennes,
F. Murray Abraham
Genre: Wes Anderson
No film critic should ever admit to
having a favourite director or screenwriter.
Critics are supposed to be impartial,
judging films on their full worth, be

it the aesthetic, the content or the
performances. But bugger it. Wes
Anderson is my favourite director and
my favourite screenwriter. I even liked
The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou (2004),
though that may be a Bill Murray thing,
another personal favourite (and one of
Wes Anderson’s too).
There’s no film that Anderson has
directed or written that I haven’t loved.
His films are insane in a wonderfully
absurd and surreal sort-of way. The
insanity extends from the humour
inherent in his storylines to the
complexity of each character, no matter
how short their screen time. The attention
to detail is immense. It’s in the costumes,
the period settings, the use of animation,
the music, and the credits. So much goes
on in a Wes Anderson film you really
need to watch them twice, once for the
foreground and once for the background.
Like all Anderson films, The Grand
Budapest Hotel captures a moment in time
when the comings and goings of the title
character(s) are symbolic of much greater
geo-political and social changes. In this
case, World War Two’s encroachment
on the Eastern European Republic of
Zubrowka triggers the beginning of the
end of the Grand Hotel’s glory and of its
legendary concierge Gustave H (Fiennes).
Reviewing The Grand Budapest
Hotel is quite simple. You either like
Anderson or you don’t. If you liked The
Royal Tenenbaums (2001) and Moonrise
Kingdom (2012) you’ll like The Grand
Budapest Hotel.
The Grand Budapest Hotel isn’t for
everyone. But it is for me.
Rating: Four and-a-half smirks.

»»film@ssh.com.au

Theatre Review
by Catherine Wood

Cough
Written by Emily Calder
Directed by James Dalton
107 Projects, Redfern
April 10-20
An Unhappen Production
Where are those happy and edenic
times when children were free to make
mud pies, decorate them with petal icing
and even to taste their produce without
arousing the attention of the bacteria
police?
Today mothers clean kitchen
benches with anti-bacterial “wipes”
and the hands of their offspring with
“sanitisers”. Childcare centres have a
raft of regulations providing a clean,
hazard-free, safe environment. Emily
Calder’s Cough explores this modern
preoccupation with eliminating risks,
controlling not only the physical but
social environment of children, suggesting
that this infectious concern runs the risk
of eliminating childhood altogether.
Cough highlights the two main sites
of children’s play. The sand pit offers the
opportunity for extending, elaborating
and excavating, and inevitably involves
water (carefully eked out by the centre
supervisors). The tree offers the promise
of adventure, wonder and the thrill of

reaching to the sky. Play, unstructured
and spontaneous, is children’s work, as
the experts say, and involves the invention
of collective fantasies through interaction
with other children.
The children’s collective fantasies are
represented by young Frank (a very tall
Tom Christopherson). His intervention
into games is inevitably followed by scary
scenarios featuring a monster who lives
in a rapidly growing tree or ganging up
to torment the most vulnerable. Frank,
it seems, is the product of the infectious
angst communicated to children through
their parents and played out through their
imaginative life.
The parents (Melissa Brownlow,
Vanessa Cole and Tim Rueben) who
also symbolically double as their children
( Jess, Isla and Finlay, represented through
cloth puppetry) are stressed by their need
to be good parents and to have wellbalanced children: not overweight, not
overactive and not passive. As the children
grow “into their own persons” through
social interaction the parents become less
able to handle the prospect of their loss
of control. They demand cleaner sand, the
tree cut down, the expulsion of Frank and
finally the head of the childcare centre.
The infectious Frank however, has
another aspect which is not shown until
the close of the play and which perhaps
could have been introduced earlier. What
we see is horror and ugliness while the
beauty and wonder of imagination is
under-represented. Although this may
suggest that the parents’ overweening
concerns deprive their children of wonder
and surprise, nevertheless some indication
earlier might have balanced the whole.

The director and his production
team (Becky-Dee Trevenen/Set and
Costume, Tom Hogan/Sound and
Benjamin Brockman/Lightning) must
be congratulated on the clever staging
of a very complex play in a small space
with minimal props. The choice of cloth
toys was inspired, allowing the rapid
and convincing transition from child to
adult world and eliminating the rather
distracting necessity of having adults act
as children.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au

Music Review
by Damien B

Turning
Angie
Rice Is Nice/Easter Bilby
When I hit “play” I anticipate
something sudden. A quick jolt, a flurry
of quick rhythms. But it turns to sludge,
in pace and textures, within moments of
the first guitar chord. The lyrics terrify
me, each blood rush to the head, each
secret disgrace, creating an effective form
of rock and roll terror.
Angie begins with a neck wringer of
paranoia, but with moments of clarity
and relief emerging slowly.

“Do Yourself Right” is a raw moment
of glory, and the transition into
“Shadow Twin” quickens anticipation
of exploration. The music paints a selfportrait that is both brave and numbing.
Becoming and yet determined in its
existence.
“Shared Futures” is the closest I get
to picturing Circle Pit rampaging in
those old tattered venues of Surry Hills
and Darlinghurst, lifetimes ago when
things were slightly more naïve but
brimming with an attitude that comes
from performing like there will never be
another opportunity.
The moments and their interrelation
intensify from “Missing Out” onwards,
a middle point on the road where things
get more complicated, the tarmac begins
to bend, the trees become stagnant, and
the atmosphere is slightly scented of
madness and violation.
“Parallels”, the video-clipped single,
sends me back on that highway that has
been driving the entire time. Colour and
shades deepen after the confusion, and
the desert becomes comforting once
more. Form comes into play again, and
the driving beats continue the exploration
with jovial entice.
Squeezing all this sonic information
into these eight tracks would have
required some solid compression.
Likewise, the cover art is brimming with
violence. However, there’s a certain grace
and vulnerability in the execution of
this album. Makes me want to hit the
road again.

»»music@ssh.com.au

Art at Social-Laneway
Andrew Collis
REDFERN: Claire Bornhoffen is
an exuberant young curator. She has
recently established a partnership with
Social-Laneway Espresso in Redfern
Street near Redfern station. The café
currently features work by artist Blake
Paul Kendall who is raising funds for
a children’s book project in support of
the Penang community in Borneo.
“I’d spent the past few years curating
pop-up events and exhibitions before
interning at Kaleidoscope Gallery in
Chippendale last year,” Claire said.
“There I met my business partner,
Cassandra Toscano, and together we
founded Baru Art.”
“Baru Art envisions a community
where experimentation is encouraged
and ideas develop naturally between
curators, artists, audiences and educators.”
“All projects undertaken by Baru Art
give considerable weighting to gender
progressive ideologies and principles that
seek to dissolve nationalistic barriers and
reinforce a global community.”
Showing work at Social-Laneway
came about in conversation with owners
Robert Bonnick and Marina Agustina
shortly after the opening of the café late
last year. “As an emerging curator, I’m
constantly on the lookout for affordable
exhibition spaces that still give artists
good exposure,” Claire said. “After
talking to Robert about potentially
using the window to exhibit artwork,
I knew that we had similar ideas about
embracing Redfern’s dynamic street
culture and supporting local artists,
both Indigenous and non-Indigenous.”
Robert said: “We don’t charge for
using the space, and utilise our social
networks to bring as much awareness

Image: Penan painting by Blake Paul Kendall

to [the work] as possible.”
Baru Art currently represents three
Sydney-based artists (Reece Cleveland,
Cal Sinadinovic and Blake Paul Kendall)
and one Singapore-based artist, BDVZ
(aka Benjamin Vozzo).
Claire said: “Last week we showed
Reece and Cal’s work at M2 Gallery
for Human Non Human. I had most
recently shown BDVZ at the Dandy
magazine launch at Kaleidoscope Gallery
last year, and this month we launched
Blake Paul Kendall’s crowd-funding
campaign for the Penan children’s book,
Upo Uleu (Our Sago).”
Blake Paul Kendal l ’s ar t
campaign plans to raise $19,500 to
produce and deliver by hand the first
educational resource on the Penan
language. Upo Uleu is a children’s book
whose narrative Blake developed while
working with Penan elders in Borneo
last year. The book will be illustrated
with prints from a series that he painted

while staying with them.
It’s a very special story. Claire
explained: “Because the Penan way of life
has been under threat from deforestation
and political discrimination, they are
coming close to losing their language and
culture forever. By producing this book,
Blake will be able to help build awareness
about the challenges the Penan face. He
plans to deliver the book himself to every
Penan household to cement the ties he
formed during his first visit.”
Robert and Marina report positive
feedback. “Over time we will continue
to improve how we display and represent
the work,” Robert said. “Even though
there’s a pillar which can obscure
part of the view, we hope it becomes
an interesting, thought-provoking or
educational focal point for passers-by.”
You can support Blake
Paul Kendall’s campaign:
www.pozible.com/project/179804
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Transient Reality #2 Photo: Chris Round

Here today, shown tomorrow
SSH
Photographer Chris Round is
proud to announce his participation in the
Head On Photo Festival, with a featured show.
Returning to Sydney in 2014, the festival boasts a
comprehensive program to be presented between
May 12 and June 8, showcasing a diverse range
of photographers.
Chris Round is a fine art photographer based in
Sydney. He is primarily interested in documenting
post-natural, human-influenced landscapes. His
work also explores the notion of place in the context
of his dual Australia and UK citizenship.
Round’s career highlights include a Head On
landscape prize in 2013, a CCP Kodak Salon award
for Best Architectural Image (2013) and a CLIP
award for Regional Landscape (2012). He was
shortlisted for the World Photo Awards in 2013.
“This series of images, taken in both Australia
and the UK, is essentially a dialogue between myself

and locations I’ve visited a number of times,” Chris
says. “However, due to a combination of different
natural and human-made elements, at the time of
my visit I discovered an unfamiliar air about them
– these places were not how I imagined. These new
and transient realities meant my relationship with
these environments had fundamentally changed …
“I’ve been almost tempted to question the validity
of the pictures, defining them as fictional, though,
of course, they are not. As a consequence, perhaps
this raises questions about our increasingly insecure
relationship with our surroundings, how we are
becoming more disoriented in the modern world;
how each reality we experience is rapidly replaced
by a new and unexpected one.”

Kristian Laemmle-Ruff
May 12-18
Tap Gallery, Darlinghurst
Book release and touring exhibition.

Transient Realities
Chris Round
Wed May 14 – Sun May 25 2014
OPENING Saturday May 17, 2-4pm
X88 Gallery
88 Abercrombie Street, Chippendale

Launched in Melbourne on May 1, the exhibition travels to Swanpool in Victoria
after the Sydney Head On show. See The Big Issue for feature to be published
in late May.

Gluten-free
Paradise
A stunning variety of 22 homemade gluten-free
cakes and delicious gluten-free bread & pastries

Tapeo Organic Bakery
Tapeo Tapas & Wine Bar
80-82 Redfern St, Redfern
Tel 8084 7237

In the Folds of Hills

www.tapeo.com.au

Image: Kristian Laemmle-Ruff, “Ralph Pearce”
Beautiful, nostalgic and tender black-and-white photographs of a small rural
community 100km north of Melbourne. This powerful photo essay represents
small rural communities outside big cities all over the country – Sydney included
– and how they are changing.
Ralph (pictured) was born in the house he now lives in, some 90 years ago.
His father bought 100 acres in 1900 and married a local girl named Mary Warnock.
The family lived off the land. Ralph’s brother married and moved away from the
farm years ago. Ralph never married and had no desire to leave the farm.

www.headon.com.au/event/folds-hills
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Mother & Daughter: A Conversation
Olive Cotton & Sally McInerney
May 13-24
OPENING Tuesday May 13, 6-8pm
Curated by Sandy Edwards of Arthere
Damien Minton, Redfern.
Image: Olive Cotton, “Only to Taste the
Warmth, the Light, the Wind”, 1939
www.headon.com.au/event/conversationmother-and-daughter

This is an historic exhibition of two
notable Australian women photographers
– Olive Cotton and Sally McInerney,
mother and daughter, exhibiting together
for the very first time.
Nature features strongly and many of the
images are taken in the Cowra district,
central western NSW, where Olive Cotton
lived with her second husband and raised

their two children, Sally and Peter.
This is the country where Sally grew up.
Describing in images and words the
intimate interplay of the loves and beliefs
of two very special photographers,
this selection explores the influences,
conversations, shared aesthetics and
country places loved by both women.

Nicole Palacios, Troy Wong, Rapunzel Espiritu, Joyce Back,
Jemima Hall (Absent: Michael Johnston) Photo: Supplied

See works by art educators
SSH

The University of Sydney’s final-year Visual Arts educators
are holding their graduation show, I’ve Just Seen, on June
10 at the Corner Gallery in Chippendale. This one-night-only
event will showcase works in painting, photography, mixed
media, and spoken word poetry. The works explore themes
of othering, heritage, culture, gender, and nature.
The artists invite all to an evening of creative immersion
and a rare opportunity to view works by emerging visual art
educators and artists.

Paul Ryan’s charcoal portrait of Blue Mountains resident Jocelyn Seaman (detail) Photo: Supplied

Embers of Empathy
Bruce Wardley
T h e h eri tage-list ed
Paramount building in Surry Hills
recently played host to the launch one
of the most unusual collections ever
shown in Sydney, Embers of Empathy.
Using charcoal from the recent
fires in the Blue Mountains, 12 of the
state’s leading artists created a stunning
collection of works that were sold in an

What if …?
– Pamela Briggs
(remembering stepping ashore in
Australia for the first time, 1948)

Jocelyn Seaman who lost her home in
the fires.
“My immediate thought was to work
with someone directly affected by the
bushfires to create a portrait of them,
standing in the very place where they
lost their home,” says Paul.
A beautiful film encapsulating
some of the Embers of Empathy
artists’ stories can be viewed at
www.embersofempathy.com

South Sydney Crossword

Wordplays...
Ghosts
far distant
yet close as breath.
Images
fragments
pieces of a whole.
Memories
wistful
of first steps
into an unknown
new life ahead.
Looking back now
over that life
and wondering

online auction to aid Red Cross relief
and recovery work.
Embers of Empathy artists include
Nicholas Harding, Paul Ryan, Suzanne
Archer, Ron McBurnie, Anne Judell,
Eloise Cato, James Blackwell, Sam Holt,
Saif Almurayati, Jody Graham, Dean
Mortensen and Sophie Cape.
One of the most prominent artists
was Archibald Prize award-winner Paul
Ryan who created a stunning charcoal
portrait of Blue Mountains resident

Across
1. Thicket
3. Wetland grass
5. Take advantage of
6. Stern
7. Nordic narrative
8. Puzzles
11. Fijian capital
12. Trim
13. Born as
14. Cattle's crosspiece
15. Drains

I pause beneath
a flowering tree
enjoying its
creamy generosity
when at my back
I begin to hear
the frangipani nazi
hurrying near
and all too soon
the exotic blooms
are swept away
by his frantic broom
ss..wish ss..wish
this indefatigable SS man
rids the path of every floral
infringement of his master plan..

CROSSWORD BY D.W.

– Catherine Wood

WORDPLAY – Creative Writing Group – CLUB REDFERN, 2/159 REDFERN ST
6-8pm – Weds 7 & 21 may. Phone Andrew on 8399 3410. All welcome

last month's solution

First correct entry
receives a prize.
Send to:
South Sydney
Crossword
PO Box
3288, Redfern
NSW 2016

Down
1. Pen
2. Bob Dylan boxing ballad
3. Is akin to
4. Actress Cameron
9. Chilly bin
10. Financial gains
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SATURDAY ART CLASS
South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
12-4pm Sat May 10 & 24
More info ph 0438 719 470

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410

All materials provided.
Previous & new participants welcome.
Gold coin donation.

Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds,
sexual orientations and identities.
Peace with justice, integrity
of creation.

Painting: Gabriel Azzi

BABANA
Aboriginal Men’s Group
Babana Shed open Mon-Fri
(72 Renwick St, Redfern)
Contact: Mark Spinks 0411 282 917

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns Rd
& Colbourne Ave Glebe
Worship Sun 7pm
‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate
candlelit concerts Thu 8pm
Allison Forrest 9518 9413

Leichhardt University Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt
(near Norton St)
Worship 10am & 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117
www.leichhardtuniting.org.au

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown

Red Cross Shops prepare for winter chill
Red Cross Shops around Australia are appealing for donations of warm
clothing and blankets to help build up their stocks ahead of winter.
General Manager for Red Cross shops, Kate Dear, says: “Our shops play
a vital role in providing warm, fashionable and affordable clothing during
winter, but to keep our stores well stocked we rely on the generosity of the
public. How many of us have a much-loved, but seldom-worn woollen jumper
lying in the bottom of our wardrobe, or a woollen blanket that we never use?”
Red Cross Shops help support the everyday work of Red Cross including
disaster relief and recovery, daily phone calls to check on elderly people
living alone, and nutritious breakfasts for schoolchildren who need a
healthy start to the day.
To find the location of your nearest Red Cross Shop,
visit redcross.org.au/shops or call 1800 339 888

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements
9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
Rev Ben Gilmour
395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm
1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
Rev Margaret Mayman
264 Pitt St, Sydney

Alexandria Park Community Choir
The Alexandria Park Community Choir is looking to recruit new members.
The group meets each week during school time to enjoy a varied repertoire
of songs in a relaxed and fun environment. No previous singing or musicreading experience is needed – the only requirement is that singers are over
18 years of age.
Singing together is a wonderful way to meet new people and explore your
creative side. Research shows it has many positive effects on physical and
emotional well-being. Rehearsals are on Tuesdays from 6-7.30pm at Alexandria
Park Community School in the Park Road Campus Music Room. Please contact
Alexandria Park Community School (9698 1967) for more information or just
come along to the next rehearsal.

Woolloomooloo to Redfern
Redfern to Broadway

Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Office 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point
Worship 10am
Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

~ RAIDD ~

(Residents Acting In
Darlington’s Defence)
meet on the first Sunday
of the month at 5.30pm
in the upstairs meeting
room in the Royal Hotel,
corner of Abercrombie/
Codrington Streets.

REDWatch
Meetings first Thursday
of the month at The Factory
Community Centrte.
Phone Geoffrey Turnbull
(02) 8004 1490.
Email mail@redwatch.org.au

Waterloo
Recycling
Workshop

Workshop and market open Fridays 9am-12pm.
Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo (lower
car park).
Affordable furniture and household goods.
Donations gladly received
(no white goods or electrical apps).
Volunteers welcome
(phone Naomi on 0407 576 098).

The Village to Village bus is a free hop-on, hop-off service which
enables residents of the City of Sydney to access local businesses,
hospitals, shopping centres, restaurants and universities.

These FREE buses operate every Thursday and Friday.
For more information please call: 8241 8000
or visit our website: www.villagetovillage.com.au
Like Us.

Follow Us.

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Jamie Parker MP
State Member for Balmain

Ron Hoenig MP
State Member for Heffron

Alex Greenwich
State Member for Sydney

Carmel Tebbutt MP
State Member for Marrickville

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Ground Floor, 287-289 New South
Head Rd, Edgecliff, NSW 2027

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville
NSW 2204

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9327 3988
F: 02 9327 2533

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9558 9000
F: 02 9558 3653

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

SPORT

16

Alexandria are excelling at these
self-defence techniques. At the
recent Japan Karate Federation
National Championships held
in Kirribilli, where 120 of the
best competitors from across
Australia and New Zealand
vied for the chance to attend
the world tournament in Japan,
three young Alexandria students
were awarded top prizes!
In the under 8 girls fighting
division, Jasmine Alexiou
achieved first place and her sister
Liliana Alexiou claimed second. In
the under 8 boys fighting division
Joseph Vaka achieved third place.
“We are extremely proud of their
achievements,” Gayle Borge says.
“Now that they have come back
with trophies everyone wants
to compete. One of the kids
asked when the next tournament
was, so we’re going to have our
own in October,” she says.
KICK will run the tournament
on October 19 for students from
Sydney and Brisbane and expect
over 130 competitors. “It will
be a gathering of a network of
friends with clubs that practice
different styles of karate,” Gayle
Borg says. “We expect it to be
a big event this year after the
success we had at the national
championships, because
everyone wants that trophy.”
But Gayle Borg emphasises
that it’s not all about winning.
“I always say to the kids that
it doesn’t matter what colour
your belt is – they all hold up
your pants. You shouldn’t chase
colours, as long as you put in your
best effort, you enjoy it and every
time you improve a little bit, that’s
S
all that matters.”

Liliana Alexiou, Jasmine Alexiou and Joseph Vaka Photo: Lyn Turnbull

Karate kids triumph at the
art of self-defence
Sarah Grealy

ALEXANDRIA: Every Tuesday
afternoon inside the town hall
at Alexandria, a group of five
to 15-year-olds take off their
shoes, bow to each other and
set to learning traditional
Japanese self-defence skills.
Their classes are run by Karate
4 Inner City Kids (KICK), a nonprofit organisation that aims to
teach self-defence to children from
disadvantaged backgrounds.
The president of KICK, Gayle Borg,
says the organisation was created
to support less fortunate children
in the community. “We started it
in Sydney only a year ago, because
friends of ours already have KICK in
Los Angeles and South Africa to look
after people from low socioeconomic
areas. A community group, school
principal or counsellor might
recommend a child that hasn’t got the
same advantages as somebody else
and we will teach them traditional
Japanese style karate, which is

very disciplined and structured.”
She says karate not only teaches
children self-defence, but also
helps to give them confidence,
self-discipline and self-respect. “A
perfect example is one of the boys we
teach. He’s about ten, he no longer
has parents in his life, he lives with
a family member, and he came to
us because the principal suggested
it, he didn’t want to be there.”
“He came in, hoodie on, hands
in his pockets, he didn’t look at us
and we gave him a uniform and
initially he didn’t want to wear it. But
after about two months he wore his
uniform proudly and now he looks
at us eye to eye and talks to us and
he’s a really good student,” she says.
KICK sensei Mario Borg believes
children who learn karate gain more
confidence because they feel better
equipped to stand up for themselves.
“If a young person was confronted by
an aggressor or someone violent, or
even a friend stirring them up, karate
might give them that confidence to
work their way out of the situation.”
And it’s clear the students in

To find out more about Karate 4
Inner City Kids go along to a Tuesday
class at Alexandria Town Hall at
5pm to talk to Gayle Borg or contact
her at gayleborg@hotmail.com
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Aunty Bev Coe Photo: Supplied

Inspired to run for Redfern All Blacks
Adrian Spry

Aunty Bev Coe grew up in Cowra,
in Wiradjuri country. She has been
a passionate lover of the great game
of basketball all her life, sharing her
love of sport with her sisters Rosa,
Linda, Ann, June, Betsy and Vicki.
Bev recalls a wonderful childhood
spent outdoors. The girls played
basketball in Cowra, for Indigenous
team, the Unknowns.
Aunty Bev is a tireless worker for
the kids of the inner city, particularly
Waterloo, Redfern and Marrickville. She
has been the president of the Redfern
All Blacks Basketball Club for five years,
taking over from founder Rob Welch
who started the club ten years ago. The
All Blacks have nine teams.
Bev loves watching the great game
as it is played by the great USA dream
teams, Michael Jordan and the Chicago
Bulls. Their sheer athleticism and
exceptional skills never fail to inspire.
“The All Blacks play Dreamtime
basketball,” she says, “and we keep
the ball in motion.”
Bev has great respect for Indigenous
basketballers Patty Mills of the San
Antonio Spurs (NBL) and the Sydney
Flames’ Rohina Cox.
Related by marriage to Anthony
“Choc” Mundine, Bev acknowledges

the boxer’s big heart and courage. “Choc
does a lot for the club and is often seen
supporting at games.”
The All Blacks is a great club to
belong to, Bev says. There are so many
ways to contribute and to be involved.
She acknowledges the work done for
the club by Alysia Poto. “Aunty Lysia
and Aunty Mel Poto have put a lot of
time, love and respect into the girls
and boys in our club and we owe them
both a huge gratitude. Thank you, girls.
Love ya!”
On a grander scale, Bev acknowledges
the great man Nelson Mandela and the
noble cause of love and respect for all
human beings.
When it comes to rugby league, Bev is
a proud Queensland Maroons supporter
and tips them to make it nine series
wins in a row this year (she loves NSW’s
Laurie Daly as well!).
Our Aunty Bev is the best and does
so much for the kids.
I am inspired and proud to run the
Sydney Half Marathon this year on
behalf of the All Blacks. The 21.1km
road running event will take place on
Sunday May 18. Please help me to raise
funds in support of Aunty Bev and the
S
mighty Redfern All Blacks.
Donations can be made by Electronic
Funds Transfer to the Redfern All Blacks:
BSB 062184; Acc. No. 11210960.

Raskulls U7s: Jonah Haddad, Adam Stephens, Connor Drysdale, Nicholas Rowley and Darcy Fishburn Photo: Supplied

Baseball with ‘awesome’ Pirates
SSH

The Harbour City Pirates are
Sydney’s newest baseball club and
will launch into competition this
coming summer after the football
season.
On April 14, with the support of
Baseball NSW, a state-level Little
League coach and the Department of
Sport and Recreation’s Active After
School Program, the Pirates ran a
free baseball clinic in Centennial
Pa rk for pr i m a r y-scho ol-a ge d

children. Although the clinic was
only promoted for 10 days, there
were 42 registrations, which shows
the keen interest in this sport.
Unfortunately, the weather was
cold and windy and the afternoon
session designed for the older players
was washed out. The morning was
a great success, however, with four
squads (U7s, 8s, 9s and 10s) all
reporting they had an awesome time.
The focus of the club is to make
friends and have fun so that all
the benefits that are derived from
participation in sport will naturally

flow on. The Pirates have adopted
and designed drills that seem just
like games, and have modified
equipment for a natural progression
into match play. Further free clinics
involving the current support team
w i l l be r u n bet ween now a nd
S
September.
The club invites anyone who would
like to be notified of upcoming events
to register their interest by emailing
their child’s name, date of birth and
guardian/parent’s contact details to:
harbourcitybaseball@gmail.com

Rabbitohs
Colour-in Winner

Original drawing by Ada Qian

Congratulations to William Johnson, 10, of Waterloo. Our judges
were very impressed with your colour choices and additional design
elements. A Rabbitohs supporter pack is on its way to you! We were
so impressed with all the entries we received – more than 30 in total –
and will send out iron-on colour transfers to all entrants. Go Bunnies!

