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On Saturday november 23, as the 
rain stopped and the sun came out, 
a huge quilt was spread out over the 
grass in First Fleet Park at Circular 
Quay. the quilt was made from around 
200 pieces of cloth sewn together, each 
piece having been painted by members 
of uniting Church congregations 
throughout nSW and the aCt and 
featuring designs opposing the 
detention of refugee children.

On the website, “Give hope: Uniting 
for asylum seekers”, the Church states: 
“Over a thousand asylum seeker 
children are currently being held in 
detention facilities in Australia and 
at offshore sites such as Nauru. These 
children have done nothing more than 
seek safety and freedom in another 
country. Through our work with 
vulnerable young people, we know 
how important it is for children in 
community detention to be provided 
with a life of hope, stability and 
belonging” (http://givehope.org.au).

Several hundred people gathered 
around the quilt, to support taking a 
stand against current government policy 
and to share in a service of lament and 
prayer for those who suffer. 

The first part of the service included 
an acknowledgement of the arrival of 
the First Fleet and colonisers taking the 
land from the Indigenous owners, the 
Gadigal people. Led by the previous 
Moderator of the 

Libby Hogan

CHIPPENDALE: the Central Park 
development opposite the university 
of technology, Sydney, looks set for 
further changes. developers have 
applied to make a third modification 
to the approved concept plan by 
converting commercial space into 
student accommodation. 

The developers, Frasers and Sekisui, 
are proposing a 14-16 storey building 
providing 688 specialised student 

apartments. Block 4S on the corner 
of Abercrombie and Irving streets 
was initially intended for commercial 
use. Frasers Marketing Manager, Lisa 
McCutchion, said: “Our proposed 
student residencies will be delivered 
under the National Rental Affordability 
Scheme (NRAS) which requires that 
the properties be offered to the market 
at 20 per cent less than market rent.” 

Many in the community, however, 
feel the developers are driven by 
economic considerations, wanting to 
recover costs with the NRAS. 

Chippendale resident and solicitor, 
Sue Bowrey, said: “The housing 
subsidised by the government (NRAS) 
is housing that facilitates a balanced 
social mix and incorporates design 
measures that favour accessibility 
for people who are ageing or with a 
disability. It’s supposed to support 
local business centres by providing 
affordable rental housing for workers 
close to where they work. So it’s meant 
to be something that encourages cities 
to be able to afford to house people who 
are needed for the functioning of cities 

and who can’t afford high rents – often 
people working in services such as 
fire-fighters or teachers. The NRAS 
is supposed to provide subsidised 
accommodation, not targeted to 
overseas students …”

Concerns were also raised that 
amenities have not been planned 
to meet the proposed student 
accommodation – amenities such as 
the area of open space in relation to 
the number of residents, communal 
areas inside the block, solar access 
and ventilation.Continued on page 2 Continued on page 2

Planning changes to Central Park
Central Park in development   Photo: Geoff Turnbull

What a great Christmas present for a family member, your hairdresser, children’s teacher or even a thank-you to a friendly and helpful neighbour. Whatever the reason 
for giving, you’ll be happy knowing a Cana Communities Christmas Cake will be enjoyed by all. If you have bought a cake in previous years, you know you’ll be buying 
a quality, moist cake jam-packed with dried fruit and made from an old family recipe. And for a personal touch, it will be wrapped in hand-decorated Christmas 
wrapping, courtesy of Cana Farm. ONLY $25! The cakes are individually wrapped and make great gifts. All proceeds will help provide employment opportunities with 
Cana Enterprises for those who are disadvantaged or marginalised. To order please contact Lyn Turnbull on 0400 008 338. Thanks for your support. www.cana.org.au

Oxfam calls 
for help
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Providing personal care for the local community

•  Family owned & operated 

•  100% Australian & fully independent

•  We cover all Sydney suburbs 

•  Pre-paid & pre-arrange funeral plans

•   Joseph Medcalf has been serving Sydney since 1880 

•    We offer personal attention 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

JOSEPH MEDCALF FUNERALS
Serving Sydney since 1880

Call 02 9698 2644 available 24 hours

Office & Chapel 172 Redfern Street, Redfern

Off-street parking available

www.josephmedcalf.com.au

Central to Eveleigh 
consultations

Pleating for mercy

Planning changes to Central Park

geoff TurnbuLL

urbanGrOWth nSW recently 
undertook three workshops in the 
initial stage of its investigation into 
the Central to eveleigh railway 
corridor. the workshops follow 
meetings with developers and 
other stakeholders over the last 
few months. 

UrbanGrowth will now make 
recommendations to Government 
on how to proceed with the planning 
of the corridor regeneration. A 
comprehensive ongoing engagement 
program is expected to commence 
in 2014.

One workshop included government 
agencies, the two universities and 
other major landholders around the 
site. A second workshop was made 
up of randomly selected community 
members from the inner-Sydney 
area. The third was made up of 
representatives from key community 
based organisations and groups from 
the local area including most of the 
surrounding residents groups.

The community meetings were 
day-long workshops facilitated by 
Wendy Stamp from consultants KJA. 
Associate Professor Roberta Ryan 
from UTS provided input on the 
area surrounding the corridor while 
UrbanGrowth’s Project Director Tim 
Poole provided input on the Sydney 
planning context. Michael Harrison 
from Architectus who undertook the 
background study presented on the 
regeneration potential. The randomly 
selected group also received a bus 
tour around the site.

The aim of the workshops was to 

understand the important objectives 
and principles that should drive 
regeneration of the Central to Eveleigh 
corridor. Questions explored included: 
the kind of place Central to Eveleigh 
could be and what should guide 
planning for buildings, transport 
and infrastructure, and what is most 
important about the stakeholder 
engagement process.

The Architectus background study 
will be made available in the next 
couple of weeks on the UrbanGrowth 
NSW website a long with the 
workshop inputs and reports from 
each of the workshops. This will allow 
the community to see what came out 
of the workshops and to provide any 
feedback to UrbanGrowth.

While the UrbanGrowth focus for 
these sessions was on the long term, 
there is a short-term element too. On 
October 31 UrbanGrowth announced 
a Registration of Interest process for 
the three undeveloped commercial 
sites at the Australian Technology 
Park. While the ad specifies the size 
of the sites, a media release issued on 
the same day by the Minister states 
the NSW Government is “open to 
ideas that would expand the current 
gross floor area footprint”. At the 
moment, heights on the current 
car park sites would allow up to 11 
storeys.

More details on Central to Eveleigh 
can be found on the REDWatch 
website.

Geoff Turnbull provided community 

input in the planning for the three 

meetings and attended the three 

meetings, two as an observer and 

one as REDWatch Spokesperson. 

NSW/ACT Synod, 
Rev. Niall Reid, the people made this 
commitment: “As Jesus heard the 
cries of the oppressed, so will we 
listen to the cries of those who flee 
persecution, violence and hatred. As 
Jesus touched the excluded, so will 
we reach out to those whom our 
government locks away. As Jesus ate 
with the outcasts, so will we share what 
we have with refugees in our country. 
As Jesus welcomed the little children,                                                                                                        
so will we set the children free. Before 
this nation and before you, our Holy 
God, we declare: We will not forget 
those rendered invisible. We will not 

turn our backs. We will not be silent. 
Amen.”

The Rev. Elenie Poulos from Uniting 
Justice Australia reflected on the theme, 
“Let the little children come”, and 
Christine Cung, a student from Pymble 
Ladies College, brought “A message 
of hope”.

After the service, the people sent 
thousands of bubbles into the sky as they 
sang and imaged the rising of hope. S

Watch for photos of this event at 

www.facebook.com/UCNSW.ACT 

and for information and ways of 

donating at www.GiveHope.org.au.

A Chippenda le 
resident and mother of two said: “While 
I am so encouraged to see a new park 
in Chippendale, I have seen the impact 
that more and more people have on a 
tiny suburb with tiny facilities with 
poor linkages to parks. I live in Pine 
Street next to the only manageable park 
and I have watched it being returfed 
almost every single year by a Council 
that can’t keep up with the usage – 
dogs, kids that play in the park. Instead 
of building a community with more 
families, they are introducing students 
which is building pockets of transient 
populations.”

Sophie Erpicum from UTS Housing 
confirms that the demand is quite 
high for student accommodation 
due to so many universities grouped 
together. Yet the new accommodation 
is targeted at overseas students. “If you 
decided to live with a private student 
accommodation provider such as 

Urbanest or Iglu for example, in the 
Ultimo area, you would start at the 
$335 mark for a share apartment or 
start at $470 for a single studio. These 
are usually more affordable for foreign 
students who have sufficient funds.”

Another local Chippendale resident, 
Coral Wynter, said: “I reject the 
proposal as we need to look for more 
open space and focus on conserving 
the heritage of Chippendale.”

The Ch ippenda le Res ident s 
Committee also pointed out that the 
area has a substantial number of student 
accommodation blocks including two 
student houses in Regent Street, one in 
Quay Street, another in Harris Street 
and approved blocks of student housing 
to be built on Central Park A, Cleveland 
Street and Wattle Street. 

The development application is 
currently being reviewed by the 
Department of Planning and a decision 
will be made in a matter of weeks. S

View from Cleveland Street along railway corridor   Photo: Geoff Turnbull

On November 11 the NSW Land and Environment Court effectively stopped City 

of Sydney Council from undertaking works for a proposed canopy in Fitzroy 

Gardens. Andrew Woodhouse, President of the Potts Point and Kings Cross 

Heritage Conservation Society, said: “The canopy is not the flimsy shade 

cloth structure shown in Council’s highly misleading ‘artist’s impression’. It is 

costing over $2m and is being especially made and imported from Germany. It 

is 5m high with a footprint of 48sqm, larger than some studio apartments in 

Potts Point. Its steel‑framed, spider‑like structure supports a roof of solid 

steel slats. This canopy is out of character in terms of height, bulk, design 

and materials for these heritage‑listed Gardens. Council has done no Heritage 

Report for this monster. There should now be an independent government‑

appointed Commission of Enquiry into how this mess has occurred. The sheer 

waste of ratepayers’ money has now reached out‑of‑control proportions after 

adding in expensive legal costs for QCs.” 

Pictured with Mr Woodhouse (second from right) are Dixie Coulton, Rebecca Wright and 

Paul Wagner.   Photo: Supplied

Cont from page 1

Cont from page 1
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JuLia JackLin

REDFERN: GunaWirra is a not-for-
profit, member-based organisation 
made up of aboriginal and non-
aboriginal professionals and 
specialists working side-by-side for 

aboriginal young women, men and 
their children aged 0 to 5 years. 

The organisation is based in Redfern 
but extends to Sydney’s inner and outer 
suburbs, providing highly specialised 
programs with the immediate purposes 

of prevention and early intervention 
for the protection of the infant, child 
and family unit. 

One of the programs currently 
running in Redfern is a weekly 
women’s group for Aboriginal mothers 
with young children. It has been 

running for two years, has 12 members 
and is going to expand in February 
2014 when a second women’s group 
aimed at young Aboriginal mothers 
aged 17-24 years is introduced. 

The group places a strong emphasis 
on early intervention, and forming 

and sustaining relationships with 
mothers while their children are young. 
It focuses on providing a supportive 
environment with an open dialogue, 
encouraging women to share their 
difficulties and develop relationships 
with other women in similar situations. 
Social connections are nurtured and 
encouraged as they provide respite 
from the effects of isolation and give 
the women a support base they may 
not have otherwise. Transport and food 
are provided along with many different 
activities including infant massage, a 
cooking program and an art workshop. 

This women’s group is unique as it 
focuses on the women first and their 
own emotional development, giving 
them a framework within which to 
build their capacity as mothers. It is 
acknowledged that “kids thrive best 
when their mums are happy and 
having their own needs met”. 

The women’s group is an open 
group and held every Wednesday 
from 10.30am-2pm at 30 George 
Street Redfern. If you are interested 
in attending, contact Cate Osborn on 
9690 0990.

If you are looking for other ways to get 

involved, Gunawirra is having a Christmas 

party for mothers and young children 

on December 18, at 30 George St, from 

11am-2pm. They are also always looking 

for donations of new, good quality toys 

and books – please contact Cate Osborn.

APPetite CAfe  
82 Regent St, RedfeRn 
tel 9699 4069

APPETITE
cafe : redfern

+
eople

ood

Youth of todAY, A RegulAR ARtiCle 
on loCAl Youth And RelAted 
iSSueS, iS kindlY SPonSoRed bY 
APPetite CAfe

The youTh of Today

Mums and bubs at Gunawirra

This summer the University of Sydney will help bring to 
life one of our city's biggest cultural events, as a major 
community partner of the Sydney Festival. For the fifth year 
running, we will join forces with the Festival to transform our 
city with a kaleidoscope of art, performances, and big ideas.

From 13 to 26 January 2014, the University will play host to an outstanding line-up of fun and 
thought-provoking events that encompass theatre, dance, circus, and music. Our performing 
arts venue, the Seymour Centre, will present five new shows, including a world premiere.

These include the vividly theatrical circus work Ockham's Razor; an intimate version of Samuel 
Beckett's classic radio play, All That Fall; the street-smart Shakespeare interpretation, Othello: 
the Remix; the musical Chinese folk performance, Lao Qiang; and a dynamic combination of 
TaikOz drumming and Indian dance in the world-premiere of Chi Udaka.

Also, over two nights at the University's iconic Great Hall, world-renowned vocal chamber 
group the Hilliard Ensemble will deliver a special concert as part of their farewell tour.

The University of Sydney has a proud tradition of pursuing and sharing new cultural 
perspectives and thinking. Our extensive public events program means the University campus 
is a thriving hub for art, performance, and intellectual debate throughout the year. 

We share Sydney Festival's ambition to ensure that a broad cross-section of the community 
have access to new cultural experiences, and we look forward to engaging with our city this 
summer in a celebration of art and ideas.

The 2014 Festival features a multitude of diverse free and ticketed events, including cutting-
edge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander work, large-scale international productions, fun 
children’s shows, massive free outdoor events, and many other more intimate installations.

We have created a special University webpage for people to find out more about the program 
– sydney.edu.au/about/culture/sydney-festival.shtml – so you and your family and friends can 
celebrate the unique connection you have with us and we all have with our great city.

Michael Spence 

Vice-Chancellor and Principal

CommUniTy ConTaCT deTailS 

Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week 

enquiries: 9114 0523 email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

gunawirra in Redfern   Photo: Cate Osborn
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andrew coLLiS

OCtOber 28 was blue Knot day, 
an initiative coordinated by adults 
Surviving Child abuse (aSCa), 
the leading national organisation 
advancing the needs of the estimated 
4 -5 mi l l ion austra l ian adult 
survivors of childhood trauma. 
aSCa’s symbol is the tangled 
knot. When children are abused 
they become confused. Life, even 
in adulthood, can be chaotic and 
tangled. aSCa helps untangle the 
knots of abuse for adults who were 
abused as children. aSCa helps those 
who have experienced childhood 
trauma to recover.

 
Dr Cathy Kezelman, ASCA president, 

said: “The long-term social, health 
and personal impacts of childhood 
abuse and trauma are far-reaching and 
numerous. And they have significant 
economic implicat ions as well. 
Opening up public discussion about 
this complex issue is an important step 
towards healing, both for individuals 
as well as communities.”

“The Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse has put the issue of child 
abuse on the national agenda and will 
hopefully bring perpetrators and their 
protectors to justice – but the deep 
emotional, physical and psychological 
wounds experienced by so many adult 
survivors cannot be remedied by legal 
action alone,” she said. 

What can be done?
An ecumenical service of lament, 

attended by NSW Attorney General 
Greg Smith, City of Sydney Councillor 
Irene Doutney and representatives from 
Anglican, Baptist, Catholic and Uniting 

churches, was held on November 2 at 
the Pitt Street Uniting Church. One 
of the organisers, Heather Robinson, 
said: “A lot of thought was put into the 
preparation so that those attending 
would be in a safe, supportive place. 
And we achieved this. The feedback 
was really positive. In the service we 
named the anger, grief and pain, called 
out to God for help, listened to voices of 
those who have been abused, had time 
for reflection, prayed specific prayers 
of intercession and named our hopes.”

The Rev. Elenie Poulos, director 
of the Unit ing Church National 
Assembly’s justice agency, was guest 
preacher at the South Sydney Uniting 
Church on November 3. She said: 
“This is the first Blue Knot Day since 
the start of the Royal Commission on 
Institutional Child Abuse. On Blue 
Knot Day, we remember and stand with 
those who have suffered so much at the 
hands of others – physical and sexual 
abuse, shocking trauma (emotional and 
physical), and the gravest betrayals by 
individuals and institutions – and we 
are called to hear their cries. We hear 

the cries of the long and agonising wait 
for justice and peace: maybe for some 
it is partly a wait … in the presence of 
a seemingly absent and slow-moving, 
morally dubious God; maybe for 
many it is a seemingly endless and 
pain-ridden wait in the presence of 
institutions whose failures were so 
grave because their betrayal was so 
great; and maybe it is the isolating 
wait in the face of a society that just 
does not want to know.”

Rev. Poulos continued: “When the 
Royal Commission was announced, I 
saw in the faces of the survivors who 
publicly responded so many powerful 
and deep emotions, but relief and hope 
were among the most recognisable. 
Through this Commission, the 
institutions that had betrayed trust 
in such uncaring and even brutal ways, 
would have to hear, unequivocally 
and in public, of their failings. The 
individuals who had perpetrated 
abuse would be known. And most 
importantly, as survivors, they will be 
able to tell their story, confident that 
it will be heard …”

Support for victims 
gives hope for recovery

kieran adair

LaSt mOnth saw the launch of a 
new campaign that seeks to raise 
awareness of male violence against 
women. the campaign, australia, 
Land of Secrets, was launched in the 
lead-up to national White ribbon day 
on november 25.

White Ribbon is a male-led 
movement to stop violence against 
women. It works to change social 
at t itudes and behaviours that 
have enabled this culture to exist 
in Austral ia. According to the 
organisation, one in three women 
report having experienced some form 
of physical or sexual assault in their 
lifetimes. Even more worrying, it 
claims male violence is responsible 
for the death of one woman per week.

White Ribbon hopes the new 
campaign will create a place for 
women who have experienced 
violence to tell others their stories, 

and will foster change by bringing the 
discussion to the forefront of public 
awareness.

Although the organisation, now 
in its tenth year, has come far in 
raising awareness about the issue, it 
acknowledges it still has a long way to 
go. Speaking about the new campaign, 
White Ribbon Chairperson, Lt. Gen. 
Ken Gillespie (Rtd), said: “The issue of 
male violence against women is real, 
it’s worrying and, in many instances, 
remains hidden.”

“It is important to understand how 
every act of male violence against 
women can have serious effects on 
women, families and society as a 
whole. Male violence against women 
can happen anywhere and can take 
many forms, including physical, 
sexual, emotional and financial 
violence.” S

For more information about the 

Australia, Land of Secrets campaign 

visit www.uncoversecrets.com.au.

SSH

the natiOnaL Gallery of australia 
has hosted the fourth Wesfarmers 
arts indigenous Leadership 
program, running in Canberra 
from november 18-27. the ten-day 
program has been designed to 
increase indigenous leadership 
within the visual arts sector.

Shari Lett is a Freelance Curator 
from Darlington in Sydney. She 
is six months off graduating from 

her degree in Art History Theory 
at the College of Fine Arts and will 
complete one of her subjects in 
Mexico. “It’s definitely a good time 
to be participating in the Leadership 
Program and to get an insight into 
every area of the visual arts sector. 
I loved being in the stores. There is 
something about getting up close 
with the works; it’s raw seeing it 
outside of a curated context.”

Shari went behind-the-scenes of 
the Gallery to gain a comprehensive 
insight into how the institution 

operates. She attended workshops on 
industry practise such as copyright 
law, arts marketing, conservation 
and exhibition design and much 
more. Gallery curators provided 
her with tours of the Pacific, 
Asian, International, Australian, 
Portrait and Photography Galleries 
and she had career mapping 
sessions with Franchesca Cubillo, 
Senior Advisor, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Art.

Shari will return to Darlington 
having forged a new wide-ranging 

Violence against women 
claims one life per week

Local arts worker completes leadership program

greg Smith with Maidie Wood at Pitt Street uniting Church   Photo: Julia Jacklin

“Against all odds”   Photo: Peter Lloyd

Shari lett (top row, fourth from left) with fellow arts workers in front of the work eran (2010) by thanakupi at the national gallery in Canberra   Photo: Supplied

network of arts workers from 
Yirrkala, Mudgee, the Gold Coast, 
Cairns, Melbourne, Fitzroy Crossing, 
Adelaide and the Torres Strait.

The Wesfarmers Arts Leadership 
Program was launched in 2010 as a 
parallel stream to the Wesfarmers 
Arts Indigenous Fellowship. Each 

year, ten candidates are selected for 
a short-term Leadership Program 
and every two years, two $50,000 
Fellowships are awarded, with 
each Fellow pursuing an individual 
project over a two-year period with 
mentoring support from the National 
Gallery of Australia. S

These events were two of many 
held around the country in solidarity 
with victims, in protest against willful 
ignorance and cover-ups, and in 
support of healing and recovery.

Peter Lloyd of Redfern, this year’s 
winner of ASCA’s Untangle the Knot 
Photo Competition, said: “The issue 
of child abuse has always concerned 
me. Although I have been fortunate 
enough not to have persona l 
experience, I have been emotionally 
involved with enough people in my 
lifetime to understand the damage 
that it does. I heard of the Untangle 
the Knot Photo Competition from a 
family friend who, in her early 50s, is 
still battling with the consequences of 

childhood abuse. I have never entered 
a photo competition before – it was at 
her suggestion that I entered this one. 
I wanted to portray hope, to present 
a positive, rather than a lot of the 
negative spin we see today. The idea 
of a seedling prospering in a harsh and 
desolate environment appealed to me, 
so I incorporated a blue knot into the 
image. The photo was taken during 
the recent school holidays at Tuncurry 
(Nine Mile) Beach. I think it portrays 
what ASCA is all about.” S

The ASCA helpline – 1300 657 380 – 

offers professional counselling support 

for survivors. See the ASCA website 

for more information and resources.
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VicToria PearSon

DARLINGTON: reSidentS have 
expressed their opposition to the 
proposed university of Sydney 
student accommodation to be 
built on abercrombie Street. 
the accommodation, part of the 
university’s abercrombie Precinct 
development, will provide studio 
apartment rooms for 200 students.

Local residents group RAIDD 
(Residents Acting in Darlington’s 
Defence) has multiple concerns 
including the building’s close proximity 
to the footpath and the side access paths 
to the site.

Spokesperson for RAIDD, Mary Ellen 
McCue, said of the building’s position: 
“It’s only a minute type of thing in the 
drawings, which is something you could 
miss really easily, but when it’s built it’s 
just straight on the footpath.”

The group is also worried about the 
effects of the building’s proposed side 

access paths. “If there were to be paths 
on either side of it then they would have 
to be very well lit and it’s a place where 
students or people could congregate, 
make noise, make trouble,” Ms McCue 
said. “If there is a congregation of 
people and movement up and down 
those paths, the lighting would affect 
surrounding people. It would also affect 
the students in the college itself.”

However, some Darlington locals 
support the increase in student 
accommodation in the area.

University of Sydney student and 
Darlington resident David Fitzgerald 
says it can be tough for students to find 
accommodation near the University. 
“I think it’s a good idea to have more 
student housing close to the University 
for those who aren’t from Sydney and 
need to relocate to attend the Uni, such 
as myself,” he said. “My friend was in 
a similar situation and wasn’t able to 
find anywhere so had to commute from 
Wollongong for the first semester. The 
trip takes about two hours each way.”

Yet housemate and fellow student 
Jeremy Marel says there could be 
risks with the influx of students. “The 
concern would be there are a lot of 
bars nearby and you’re going to have 
an accumulation of young students 
wanting to drink. That would potentially 
create noise and other unruly behavior,” 
he said.

A spokesperson for the University 
of Sydney has responded to concerns 
about increased student numbers 
in the area. “The area is already 
heavily populated by students, with 
more than 8,000 living within three 
kilometres of the University. This 
facility has been designed to meet 
the architectural amenity of the street 
and to acknowledge the rhythm and 
character of the existing Darlington 
terrace houses.”

An amended application for the 
development has been submitted and 
is currently being assessed by the 
NSW Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure. S

andrew coLLiS

SOuth eaSt Sydney Community 
transport held its annual General 
meeting on november 26. more 
than 150 members, including staff, 
volunteers and clients, gathered 
for the meeting at St barnabas’ 
Church at broadway which included 
presentation of reports and election 
of board members for 2014. Long-
serving board member terry murphy 
(a former chairperson) announced 
his retirement and was effusive in 
his praise of SeSCt manager Jane 
rogers whom he described as “the 
most successful operator i’ve ever 
come across”.

It has certainly been an eventful 
year for SESCT. Ms Rogers has led an 
organisation in transition – moving 
from Redfern to Ultimo, securing 
funding for the new premises and 
expanded services in the inner city, and 
coordinating monthly outreach sessions 
to maintain connection with clients.

Cha i r person Kay Kavanagh 
welcomed all to the meeting, including 
Councillor John Mant representing Lord 
Mayor Clover Moore. Ms Kavanagh 
acknowledged the support of the City 
of Sydney, which provides funding 
for the free Village2Village shuttle 
services. Other funding partners 
were also acknowledged: Transport 
for NSW, Ageing Disability and Home 
Care, as well as the NSW Department of 
Health. “The Management Committee 
is now looking to the future to ensure 

the ongoing stability and viability of 
SESCT through possible amalgamations, 
partnerships or mergers with other 
compat ible organisat ions,” Ms 
Kavanagh said.

Treasurer Rowena Marstin presented 
the audited accounts and reported a 
surplus for the year, attributed to good 
cash-flow management, collaborations 
with like-minded agencies and a focus 
on providing safe, accountable and 
efficient services. “Our financial 
position is excellent,” she said. “Strong 
financial stewardship and fiscal 
management positions SESCT very 
well to respond to anticipated changes 
in the community transport sector, 
and ensures that funds are available to 
support our goal of securing Transport 
Operator Accreditation in 2014.”

The move to Ultimo, said manager 
Jane Rogers, had brought benefits 
such as the bus depot. “We currently 
have 13 vehicles, all fully paid for,” 
she said, “with none older than eight 
years.” Ms Rogers went on to thank 
“the incredible team” at SESCT. “This 
year we assisted 2,778 different people 
to access transport, and increased our 
total passenger trip numbers from 67,947 
in 2012 to 71,169 in 2013.”

Returning officer Rosemary Berkov 
chaired the election proceedings at 
which Elsa Chung was elected to replace 
Terry Murphy on the board.

The meet ing concluded with 
presentat ions of cer t i f icates to 
volunteers. Staff member Jasmine 
Enright provided Cantonese and 
Mandarin translations for this and all 

sessions throughout the meeting.
Following the AGM, an afternoon 

tea was served in the atrium. Most 
members stayed to enjoy a cup of tea 
and something to eat. 

Mary of Redfern has been a member 
of SESCT for over five years (she 
surrendered her driver’s license just 
prior to her 76th birthday). She says 
the transition to Ultimo has seen the 
values of SESCT – equity, diversity, 
responsiveness, safety, participation, 
co-operation, sustainability and quality 
– strengthened. “Safe and affordable 
transport is so important for all of 
us,” Mary said. “I’ve had no problem 
accessing staff or information – the staff 
are absolutely fantastic, and welcome 
feedback.”

Mary takes advantage of monthly 
“get-out-of-town” and “markets” bus 
services. “Our yearly membership costs 
just $7, and the bus trips cost just $7 
too. We catch the bus on Saturdays from 
Poets Corner in Redfern, to Fairfield 
Markets or the Carrington Village Spring 
Fair, or to the Glenbrook Village Fair, 
the Entrance, Katoomba, Wollongong, 
all different places, it depends what’s 
been organised.”

“The bus is a small bus, I suppose, 
but it can hold 21 people. We go for the 
whole day. Usually, there’s a morning 
tea stop, then once at our destination 
we’re free to do what we want till we 
meet up again for the trip home. The 
drivers are great, really friendly and 
helpful,” she said. S

More photos online. www.sesct.org.au

Student housing in Abercrombie Street

Rolling with the changes

Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi Visits
As 2013 draws to a close, it is a time to reflect on 

the year and the many challenges and opportunities 

it has held. I am proud of the achievements of the 

Labor Government, including the Carbon Price and 

Gonski Education Reforms, and will strive to uphold 

our commitment to action on these issues. I also 

embrace the new challenges and opportunities 

my roles of Deputy Leader of the Opposition 

and Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs and 

International Development bring.

Last week I had the privilege of attending several 

events with Myanmar Opposition Leader Daw Aung 

San Suu Kyi, including her address to an audience at 

the Sydney Opera House and a joint meeting with 

Labor Leader Bill Shorten.

This was Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s first visit to 

Australia and a very important step forward for our 

role in the international community. Ms Suu Kyi 

spoke of the need for constitutional reform in her 

country to realise true democracy and the need for 

reconciliation between groups within her country.

In my first speech to parliament I spoke about my 

hope that we would one day see a democratically 

elected government in Burma with Daw Aung 

San Suu Kyi as its leader. I am reminded of Ms 

Suu Kyi’s strength and unwavering commitment 

to democracy and human rights. Daw Aung San 

Suu Kyi’s comments also bring an opportunity 

to reflect on the themes of peace, reconciliation 

and the importance of community as we begin 

the Christmas season.

2013 has been a year filled with challenges. I am 

once again humbled and thankful for your support 

and the encouragement I receive in letters and 

emails to my office or at local events.

Each year I look forward to spending time with 

friends and family over the Christmas season and 

am reminded of the wonderful community we 

have. I wish you and your loved ones all the best 

this Christmas and look forward to talking with 

you soon in the New Year.

Tanya Plibersek

Jan, 67, with other passengers on board the Village2Village orange Service   Photo: Claire Mahjoub
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JuLie MccroSSin

On February 28 the first all-
aboriginal team will walk 50km as 
part of Coastrek 2014, a fundraiser 
for the Fred hollows Foundation. 
the Foundation has an extensive 
indigenous program which goes 
beyond primary eye health and works 
to address the underlying issues that 
contribute to poor health in general. 

The all-Aboriginal team’s captain is 
Jody Broun, a Yindjibarndi woman from 
the Pilbara in Western Australia. Jody is 
an award-winning artist and the former 
inaugural co-chair of the National 
Congress of Australia’s First Peoples. 
Her team includes National Indigenous 
Television reporter, Brooke Boney, 
and AFL footballer and ambassador 
for the Fred Hollows Foundation, Aaron 
Davey. “I’m really looking forward to 
the experience,” Davey says. “It’s all for 
a great cause.”

This will be Jody’s second Coastrek. 
In 2013 she completed the 50km night 
walk and her 2014 team will be walking 
overnight as well. The night teams start 
at Balmoral Beach, travel along the 
beautiful coastline of Sydney Harbour, 
cross the Sydney Harbour Bridge, 
and then trek up through the eastern 
suburbs to Watsons Bay and down the 
sea coast to the finish at Coogee Beach. 

The team is hoping to inspire other 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

gai SMiTH

GLEBE: tOrrentiaL rain did nothing 
to dampen the spirits of the people 
from near and far who crowded 
into tranby College on the evening 
of november 22 for the launch of 
Yamakarra! Liza Kennedy and the 
Keewong Mob.  

Leah Purcell, whose “Consequences”, 
episode four in the second series of 
Redfern Now, was broadcast the previous 
night, launched the book, saying how 
brilliant it is and how important it is 
that Aboriginal people get their stories 
out into the wider community.

Yamakarra! is built on the memories 
of Liza Kennedy (1902-1996). It 
celebrates a group of Aboriginal people 
whose country is between Cobar and 
Ivanhoe in far western NSW and whose 
story will have widespread appeal. 

Lack of water in this region meant 
that the grazing industry did not take 
hold until the second half of the 19th 
century, so Aunty Liza grew up with 
people who had been born before that 
industry took over their country. The 
level of independence that the Keewong 
Mob enjoyed during her early years had 
long been impossible for most other 
Aboriginal people in south-eastern 
Australia. This is the setting that makes 
Aunty Liza’s memories special.

The Western Heritage Group, 
represented at the launch by Suzanne 
Hall, Dennis Williams, Elaine Ohlsen, 
Debbie Evans, Brenda Riley, Karin 
Donaldson and Peter Thompson (and 
Gail Kennedy who was our genial MC) 
have worked together during 25 years 
to create this splendid book. It brings 
the rich heritage of Aunty Liza’s stories 
to life, remembered and celebrated as 
she is by her family and those who 

knew her. 
There’s no doubt about the survival 

of this living culture – as well as the 
warmth of their Yamakarra (welcome), 
we listened to songs sung in the 
Ngiyampaa language, and watched 
traditional Ngiyampaa dancers. 

As the book’s introduction says: 
“This book has been written from the 
heart. If you read it with your heart 
you’ll find yourself sitting around the 
campfire with us in Keewong Mob 
country.”

Heather Goodall, Professor of History 
at UTS, has written: “This is a great 
new way to look seriously at history 
from a people’s perspective.” It is an 
important book, a landmark on the 
road to reconciliation, and a perfect 
Christmas present.  S

Sumptuously illustrated, it’s available 

from Gleebooks for only $59.95.

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure 
Psychology

UrbAn nAtUre wellbeing centre 

216 enmore rd (cnr edgewAre rd) 

enmore nsw 2042

caring, confidential psychological services 

to help you deal with life’s difficulties

bulk billing available on referral from gP

contact elizabeth munro on 0408 612 808  

or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

262 Abercrombie St, DArlington
Ph: 9698 8677   oPen 7 DAyS
mon-Fri 7Am-5Pm    SAt-Sun 8Am-4Pm

triPoD cAFetriPoD cAFe

First all-Aboriginal team for Coastrek

Launching Yamakurra!

or the full 100km. In 2013 Coastrek 
walkers raised $1.8 million and the goal 
for 2014 is $2.5 million, which means 
100,000 blind people will have their 
sight restored.  S

Tax-deductible donations to Jody Broun’s 

all-Aboriginal team can be made by 

entering Jody’s name on the Coastrek 

website www.coastrek.com.au.

Jody broun and brooke boney   Photo: Supplied

the Western heritage group sign copies of Yamakarra!   Photo: Vera Hong

people to look at their own health and 
fitness. “I think it is really important to 
get involved and show it can be done,” 
Broun says. “I really enjoyed it the first 
time. I enjoyed the challenge of being 
able to walk 50km.” 

This is Coastrek’s f i f th year. 
Participants can walk 50km from Palm 
Beach to Balmoral in the day, or 50km 
from Balmoral to Coogee by night, 

202 KinG STReeT neWToWn
moBile: 0424 125 678

276 aBeRCRomBie STReeT daRlinGTon
moBile: 0411 761 216
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QinLing Li

REDFERN: the sustainable and organic 
James Street reserve Community 
Garden has announced the arrival of 
a hive of stingless bees, with the help 
of sponsor burt’s bees. the tiny bees 
will function as stable pollinators and 
play a vital role in the whole ecosystem 
of the garden.

The bees are an Indigenous species 
called tetragonula carbonaria (or sugarbag 
bees). “They are harmless to people and 
ensure a reliable source of pollinators,” 
says Jon Kinston, who is both head 
gardener and beekeeper.

Jon has been studying bees since high 
school when he was leader of the Rural 
Youth Bee Group. He started building this 
particular hive two months ago. Even 
though many solitary bees (such as blue 
banded bees and leaf cutter bees) visit the 
diverse plants within the 241sqm area, 
their seasonal nature affects the continuity 
of pollination. “The colony of bees we 
have introduced are more accustomed 
to the climate and temperature here in 
Sydney, and compared with European 
bees, they can reproduce and maintain 
pollination rates for years,” Jon said. 

The community garden adheres to 
permaculture principles. The arrival of 
the hive will increase and strengthen 
biodiversity.

Burt’s Bees has been a sponsor of James 
Street Reserve since it launched in 2010. 
Senior brand manager Emma Martin 
said: “Not many people know that honey 
bees pollinate around all the food we eat. 

So without bees, our ecosystem really 
faces dire consequences. So we want to 
encourage people to preserve bees and a 
sustainable environment.” 

How exactly do these stingless bees 
enhance the pollination rate in the 
garden? Jon said the progress would be 

seen next year. “The rate will rise for 
sure,” he said. Also, he predicts more 
hives will be established in the garden 
in the future. “We are planning to have 
more hives of the same species of stingless 
bees here.”

Despite the small amount of honey 

produced by the bees (estimated at 1kg a 
year at most), the community gardeners 
still expect to enjoy a small feast. “As 
opposed to honey made by European 
bees, the honey of Indigenous bees is 
lighter and more fluid. It’s really a special 
taste,” Jon said. S

cLaire MaHJoub

neW aCrOPOLiS is one of 11 not-for-
profit organisations in the Sydney 
electorate to be awarded Volunteer 
Grants this year. it received $4,000. 
“With this grant, we are going to buy 
electronic devices such as a computer 
and data projector to help us to 
promote cultural and philosophical 
events,” said national director, Guner 
Orucu.

New Acropolis is an international 
not-for-profit organisation with branches 
in over 50 countries.  In Australia, New 
Acropolis was founded in 2004 and is 
based in Sydney on Pitt Street.  It offers 
weekly courses on philosophical topics 
and public events every month. The 
Australian branch of New Acropolis 
has around 10 regular members and 
300 email subscribers.

“We want to encourage people to 

be aware of their past, the history 
of humanity,” Mr Orucu said. “It is 
important to be able to ask questions 
about ourselves, to be able to deal with 
our problems, our daily life.” 

“We want to promote different kinds 
of cultures and bring discussion about 
them. If we learn about each culture 
and are able to use it in our life, that is 
great. This is something we are missing 
in modern life, we are not questioning 
things, we are accepting without 
questioning, without understanding. 
We are all philosophers in our way …”

On Thursday November 7 New 
Acropolis held a special meeting in 
celebration of the 2400th Anniversary 
of Plato. 

Yeemon, 32, an ESL Teacher, said: “I 
was really curious about it, the topic 
of tonight’s class was interesting. I 
decided to come for a bit of intellectual 
stimulation. It was quite a lot of 
information to digest. Now I have to do 

a bit more research at home. I am always 
thinking about life, love, the universe, 
so this is definitely my kind of thing.” 

Atsushi, 28, an economics and public 
policy consultant, said: “I found the 
group through Meet Up. In my personal 
life, I question myself about morals, 

values ... so the philosophical concepts 
interest me a lot. For example, what Plato 
did is applicable to our daily life.” S

More information about New 

Acropolis and upcoming events can 

be found at www.acropolis.org.au

Release the (stingless) bees!

Jon at the James Street garden   Photo: Lyn Turnbull

guner orucu (left), national director of new Acropolis, with attendees of the 
class in celebration of the 2400th Anniversary of Plato   Photo: Claire Mahjoub

VENDOR PROFILE

MICHAEL
A morning visit to the Broadway 
Shopping Centre has taken on 
a new meaning for Michael. 
As you descend the escalators 
onto Bay Street you will be 
greeted by one of The Big 
Issue’s newest vendors. 
Despite only having sold the 
magazine for a month he loves 
his new job. “It’s improved my 
self-esteem. I’ve got more 
money in my pocket, more 
options. It’s put me back in the 
community, moving around 
with people and interacting 
with people. So overall I’m 
quite happy.”

It is his new customers that 
he seems to love the most. 
“I get a big enjoyment out of 
interacting with members of 
the public and seeing people 
enjoy themselves, so to do this 
again it opens the door to me 
where I have been locked away 
from people.” 

Michael previously worked at 
various carnivals as well as in 
the Balmain shipyards as a steel 
boat builder. It was here that he 
spent six years transforming 
a rundown 60-foot lugger into 
a fishing boat which would 
travel to Samoa as well as 
star in ABC’s 1986 TV series, 
Cyclone Tracy.

He has the firm belief that 
Australia “is the greatest 
country in the world”. This has 
been proven to him by the 
people that he has met while 
selling The Big Issue. “There 
seems to be something about 
them, they are willing to part 
with some of their hard-earned 
dollars towards a good cause. It 
makes you feel good that there 
are people around that care.” 

“We’ve got to look after 
each other. People that are 
unemployed and down on their 
luck need that stepping stone 
to get back up there because it 
can happen to anyone.”

If you or anyone you know 
could benefit from becoming a 
vendor for The Big Issue, please 
contact the Sydney office for 
more information:  
125-127 Little Eveleigh St. 
Redfern; phone 8332 7200; 
email sydney@bigissue.org.au

PhoTo By PeTer holCrofT

The Big Issue is Australia’s 
leading social enterprise. 
It is an independent, not
forprofit organisation that 
develops solutions to help 
homeless, disadvantaged 
and marginalised people 
positively change their lives. 
The Big Issue magazine is 
published fortnightly and sold 
on the streets by vendors who 
purchase copies for $3 and 
sell them for $6, keeping the 
difference.

to find out more visit: 
thebigissue.org.au 

anne caMac

iF yOu have cared for someone who 
is dying, you will know it can be 
both hard work and rewarding. it 
can be physically taxing, mentally 
exhausting and nerve racking – “Will 
i get it right?” however, many carers 
also say it is a privilege and recall 
times of love, happiness and laughter. 

Whilst there are professional 
services to help carers, many also 

rely on an informal network of 
family, friends and neighbours. This 
may mean having someone to talk 
to, sharing a cup of tea, or someone 
taking over the care so you can have 
some rest.

A team of researchers from the 
University of Western Sydney have 
partnered with the Cancer Council, 
Calvary Health Care, and Australian 
Catholic University to increase our 
knowledge about this important area. 
They would like to better understand 

informal networks of people who 
helped you care for your loved one.  

Currently, 7 in 10 people wish to die 
at home, but less than 2 in 10 do so. 
It is hoped that understanding what 
is already happening can influence 
public policy so that carers are well 
supported and more people may be 
able to choose to die at home.

The researchers would like to hear 
the stories of people who have cared 
for a loved one whilst they were 
dying at home. Carers of any ethnic 

backgrounds are able to participate 
and Indigenous carers are welcome 
to share their stories. The researchers 
would like to contrast urban and 
rural experiences, so are interested 
in hearing stories from inner-city areas. 
The research has been approved by 
ethics committees. S

If you would like tell your story call the 

research team on 4736 0368 or visit the 

website for more details:  

www.caringattheendoflife.wordpress.com 

Caring at the end of life

Let’s get 
metaphysical
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an abOriGinaL artist whose family 
has over 80 years of combined 
military service will create a 
public artwork for hyde Park to 
honour the sacrifices of aboriginal 
and torres Strait islander service 
men and women. tony albert’s 
dramatic sculpture will feature four 
seven-metre-tall bullets and three 
large-scale fallen shells to represent 
the diggers who lost their lives.

Lord Mayor Clover Moore said the 
City of Sydney-commissioned artwork 
will be installed in Hyde Park South by 
Anzac Day 2015, to mark the centenary 
of Australia’s involvement in World 
War I. “Tony has created a powerful 
and emotionally moving work that 
stems from his family’s military 
experiences and represents the many 
stories of our brave Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander service men and 
women abroad and at home,” the Lord 
Mayor said. “Made of black marble 
and steel with a bronze finish, this 
artwork will be a lasting reminder of 
their sacrifice and commitment.”

Mr Albert said the artwork was 
composed of four standing bullets 
to represent those who survived and 
three fallen shells in remembrance of 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice. 
Author and Wiradjuri woman Anita 
Heiss will work with the artist to help 
capture service people’s war stories to 
inscribe on the bullets. “I feel that the 
most powerful artworks relating to war 
are those that use bold and evocative 
images to stir strong emotions in 
visitors,” Mr Albert said. “In a similar 
vein, I feel that the scale of the bullets, 
at 100 times their original size, also 
lends the power of abstraction to 
this artwork.”

Mr Albert’s family are Girrimay, 
Yidinji and Kuku Yalandji from far 
north Queensland. His grandfather 
Eddie served in the Australian Army 
during World War II. Eddie and six 
soldiers escaped from a prisoner of war 
camp in Germany, only to be caught 
by Italian soldiers who lined them up 
side-by-side to be executed. Three men 
were shot before the Italian soldiers 
realised their mistake – the men were 
POWs and should have been returned 
to Germany. The story resonated with 

Mr Albert, who has given the artwork 
the working title, Yininmadyemi – 
Thou didst let fall, as a reminder of 
how his grandfather and fellow service 
people were treated differently from 
their white comrades after the war.

The three spent shel ls a lso 
symbolise the three shots fired to 
signal a ceasefire during conflict, 
to allow both sides to tend to their 
wounded and bury their dead.

“This artwork is for our service 
men and women, to acknowledge 
their struggle and honour their 
perseverance,” Mr Albert said. “When 
service men and women returned 
to Australia, they were given land 
for their service. However, not only 
were Eddie and his fellow Aboriginal 
soldiers not given any land, their land 
was still being taken away.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples have served Australia in the 
military from before the Boer War to 
the present, but it may never be known 
how many officially served as ethnicity 
was never required to be documented. 

The artwork was selected following 
a competitive and open process, 
which invited Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander artists to submit their 
proposals for evaluation by a panel. 
Fourteen artists submitted proposals 
following the initial call out in April 
and four were invited to submit a 
stage-two proposal. The evaluation 
panel was made up of representatives 
from the City’s Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander and Design Advisory 
panels, the Eora Journey Public Art 
Working Group, the Art Gallery 
of NSW and the Australian War 
Memorial.

Garry Oakley, national president 
of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Veterans and Services 
Association of Australia, said some 
people would f ind the artwork 
“confronting”. “Nevertheless, through 
the use of Indigenous and non-
Indigenous themes the artwork, in my 
opinion, projects the strong message of 
service and sacrifice the first people of 
this nation have made in the defence 
of Australia,” Mr Oakley said.

Don Rowe, State President of the 
Returned and Services League of 
Australia (NSW Branch) said the 
RSL “fully supports” the design of 
the artwork. “In keeping with the 

theme of Hyde Park being an active, 
vibrant and inclusive urban space, it 
will be ‘hands on’,” Mr Rowe said. 
“This will allow all people, especially 
young people, to interact with it and 
share its powerful story.”

General Peter Cosgrove AC MC 
(Rtd) and Chair of the NSW Centenary 
of Anzac Advisory Council said he 
was deeply moved by Tony’s story. 
“The memorial will recognise the 
service of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people who participated in 
the Great War but also their families 
who supported those who returned,” 
he said.

Kudjula man, RAAF officer for 
23 years and member of the NSW 
Centenary of Anzac Advisory Council, 
Harry Allie, said: “The artwork by 
Tony Albert has captured me not only 
visually but emotionally as it relates 
to the many stories that have been 
passed down through time of the 
sacrifices and the loyal service that the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
servicemen and servicewomen made 
to defend this country. This memorial 
will also now let us remember and not 
forget them.”  S

Libby Hogan

Kira-Lea darGin has recently 
started work as advertising manager 
with the SSH. She took some time out 
this month for a quick chat about her 
career in media and business.

How did you get into the media world? 
did you do a degree or work experience 
that got you interested?

I didn’t do a degree I just jumped 
straight into it. I suppose it started 
with Foxtel. I applied for a job and got 
it! From there I ended up being their 
highest sales agent, directing all their 
sales through and making sure all the 
figures match and the right people are 
on the right contracts. From there I 
had a promotion within four months 
and ended up stepping into the role 
of state customer relations manager. 
I was only 19!

what got you into your next chapter of 
beauty and fashion?

While I was doing an interview for the 
Sunrise program I also met the beauty 

editor for Pacific Magazines and she 
asked if I wanted to do some freelance 
work. I did that for about three months 
and then got an assistant role.

So what’s on your plate at the 
moment? 

I’m juggling a lot! I’m working for PR 
Chicks at the moment but have also just 
launched Aboriginal Model Management 
under the BellaBoo label, catering just 
to Aboriginal models which is the first 
of its kind. As well as writing a fashion 
column for the SSH and my new role as 
head of advertising for the SSH. I also 
have three kids!

what advice would you give for 
someone wanting to get into these 
industries?

Don’t put things off. Pick where you 
want to be and go straight there. Try to 
do whatever you can or someone else 
will get it. Throw yourself in the deep 
end. If you take the initiative they will 
look at that and say, she is serious about 
what she wants, she hasn’t drifted off to 
other interests, and will take you more 

seriously. A lot of people get it wrong 
and think you have to go somewhere 
else first and build up skills – it’s not 
true. It’s also important to have values 
in these industries. We make a point of 
having conversations with our models 
at Aboriginal Model Management about 
giving back to the community. We look 
at, say, Jessica Mauboy or Samantha 
Harris who have great attention in their 
industries and how they could do more 
to use their profiles to bring awareness 
to important community issues.

your newest role is SSH advertising 
manager. Tell us a bit about this role.

It involves br ing ing in new 
advertisers, managing the current ones 
and their bookings. Making sure their 
advertisements meet what we need in 
terms of graphics and information. It’s 
great I am coming into this role with my 
marketing background, and bringing my 
skills from my previous experience at Foxtel  
will really be helpful for this role. S

Please contact Kira-lea with any 

advertising enquiries: adverts@ssh.com.au.

New public artwork for Hyde Park

Five minutes with Kira-lea Dargin

“thou didst let fall” by tony Albert   Image: Supplied

kira-lea dargin   Photo: Claire Mahjoub
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“JuSt imaGine what your 
future could hold after studying 
in australia. it’s unlimited, isn’t 
it?” So says the Win your Future 
competition launched recently 
by trade and investment minister 
andrew robb, where prospective 
students send a virtual postcard 
explaining how an australian 
education will help them achieve 
their future ambitions. 

The students vying for a slice of 
the lucrative prize of free education, 
flights and accommodation for the 
year certainly think so. Taimoor 
from Pakistan writes that “the 
Study Environment of Australia 
is very Attractive and Friendly for 
International Students.” Sharmeen 
from the Philippines writes: “I 
always dream of studying in 
Australia and gain world class 

education and opportunities.”
While each of the 260,000 

international students granted 
a student visa in the last 
financial year all hope for a 
friendly study environment 
and world-class opportunities, 
sadly it’s not always the case.

Keen to secure a place to live before 
they arrive, international students can 
be easy targets for dodgy landlords. 
A young female student was evicted 
from her CBD unit at 11pm as she 
was unable to pay an on-the-spot 
rent increase. Another student 
was told a new flat-mate would be 
moving in, but with no spare beds, 
she was told it was her bed the new 
house-mate would be sleeping in. 

International students are also 
vulnerable to exploitation at work. 
We see students being encouraged 
to work more hours than their visa 
allows in exchange for working less 
hours another week, say during 
the exam period. When the student 
stops being paid and asks for their 

wages, the employer threatens to 
report them to the immigration 
department for working those extra 
hours, jeopardising their entire visa.

 These students are often left 
without any effective legal remedies. 
In share-housing matters, they 
can fall between the cracks of 
the various Acts. In employment 
matters, it can be difficult to reclaim 
unpaid wages. Even when the law 
does offer a meaningful remedy, 
hearing dates can occur long after 
the student has returned home.  

Like Taimoor and Sharmeen, we 
know our universities are world class. 
It’s time we made sure that the places 
international students live and work 
are world class too. S 

Kate Gauld, International Student Solicitor, 

Redfern Legal Centre. Redfern Legal 

Centre provides free legal advice, legal 

services and education to disadvantaged 

people in New South Wales; in particular 

to residents of inner Sydney and to 

the groups who advocate for them.

EDiToRiAL
SSH

eaCh year at this time we are 
invited, in various ways, to “celebrate 
Christmas”. On average this year 
australians will spend $1,215.30 
on consumer and food items – five 
dollars more than last year (according 
to ibiSWorld). the season of giving is 
too often a season of mere spending – 
with all the stress and disappointment 
that goes with that. the SSH wishes 
you a healthy and happy Christmas 
in the company of generous friends 
and/or strangers. there are so many 
opportunities to take part in wonderful 
celebrations and projects. a gift from 
Oxfam is always worth consideration 
(see page 10 for details). here are a few 
more suggestions. S

 Cana Communities will host a 
Christmas Party on Christmas eve 
in Redfern Park. It’s a time for all 
to chill, share a meal and chat. It’s 
a huge event with over 400 people 
turning up each year. Everyone is 
welcome. Part of Cana’s mission is 
to “celebrate people”. Cana hopes to 
give a gift bag to each community 
member with the following items: 
tea, coffee, long-life milk, sugar, and 
a scratchie! As you can imagine, 
it’s a massive project and Cana 
would love it if you could volunteer 
to help by: purchasing one or all 
of the following items that make 
up a “goodie bag”; coming down 
to Redfern Park on Christmas Eve 
at 5pm for a short service, a meal 
and some merry-making with the 
community; purchasing one of Cana’s 
Christmas Cakes (proceeds will 
go toward funding the Christmas 
Party); sharing this information 

on Facebook/Twitter so that more 
people might help make this a special 
event. For more information please 
contact Julie Sneddon on 0414 649 
153 or Anne Jordan on 0417 464 562.

 
the Vinnies Christmas appeal 

helps many families and individuals 
each Christmas with financial 
assistance, clothing, utilities, food 
hampers and gifts for children. 

Last Christmas season Vinnies 
provided over $3.9 million worth 
of assistance to people in need 
in NSW, including over $2.1 
million worth of assistance in 
food vouchers and parcels. 

Donations are gratefully received: 
www.vinnies.org.au/donate. If 
you or someone you know would 
appreciate a Christmas hamper 
this year, please contact Mick 
McIntyre on melvillest@hotmail.
com. There are also opportunities 
to help with packing the hampers.

 
The Smith Family has a long and 

proud association with Christmas. 
the Smith Family’s toy & book 
appeal is an opportunity to 
help bring a smile to a child’s 
face this Christmas. The Smith 
Family aims to deliver more than 
43,500 new toys and 29,000 new 
books to children in need around 
Australia. Donations can be made 
at www.thesmithfamily.com.au.

 
red Cross invites customers to 

visit their nearest Red Cross Shop 
to buy Kris Kringle gifts. Not only 
will you be supporting the great 
work of Red Cross, but you may 
even find the perfect novelty gift 
with hundreds of new and used 
items under $10. Just mention it’s 
a Kris Kringle and Red Cross will 

World-class study environments

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

FAiTh
PeTer MaHer

ChriStmaS iS a wonderful time 
when celebrations, religious 
and secular, abound. Children 
and adults enjoy what we call in 
australia “the holiday season”. 
Sometimes it comes as a shock 
that Christmas can be a time 
of challenge and heartache as 
relationships and friendships fray.

We often act as if everything 
is fine, denying the sometimes 
hidden pain of loneliness, broken 
relationships, stress and lack of love. 
While Christmas is a time when 
families and friends get together 
to celebrate, sometimes we can be 
unaware of the pain in the ones who 
are left out, alone or experiencing 
difficulties in their relationships.

We sometime wish we could 
say something to address these 
challenges or more specifically 
confront the difficult behaviours of 
some. But mostly we let sleeping 
dogs lie and, after all, it is Christmas. 

Yet how can we address the 
difficult behaviours we experience 
without sacrificing the dignity and 
integrity of both parties, not just 
at Christmas time, but at anytime 
of the year when personal and 
professional relationships can 
become prickly? When confronted 
with such behaviours we can 
actually feel ourselves become 
defensive and notice inappropriate 
responses such as silence, aggressive 
talk, finding fault, shifting blame 
and avoiding the issue. These simply 
enhance the chance of ongoing 
mistrust that can sink into a spiral 
of disrespect. What can we do in 
these situations to build respect, 
affirm dignity and reduce shame? 

Recently I attended a workshop 
on engaging in courageous 
conversations facilitated by Dr 
Michelle Mulvihill. When we 
experience someone exhibiting 
difficult behaviours it is useful 
to recognise the level of fear and 
shame we all carry. When we 
address such behaviours in people 
we inevitably trigger this fear and 
shame and this can result in saying 
things that inflame the situation 

rather than help. In defensive mode, 
we can act out of past experiences 
of humiliation and hurt.

Dr Mulvihill suggested we practice 
courageous conversations that can 
address the real situation without 
aggressive behaviour and in a way 
that maintains dignity and respect. 
She invited us to consider the 
process as “kind-frontation” rather 
than con-frontation. We could follow 
a simple template for conversation.

There are three steps in such a 
conversation: making the opening 
statement; talking and listening; 
and agreeing to the next steps each 
person can take. Firstly, state the 
problem clearly and concretely with 
a couple of concrete examples of the 
inappropriate behaviour you see. 
Then describe how these behaviours 
make you feel and how they seem 
to destroy the dignity of both 
persons. The next step in the process 
is to clarify what is at stake for 
you, the other person and even an 
organisation. It might be important 
to make it clear how destructive this 
behaviour is for all parties in the 
situation. Dr Mulvihill suggested 
we identify our own contribution 
to the situation. This might be as 
simple as recognising reluctance 
to talk about the difficulty.

Another important element of 
the conversation is to state clearly 
what you want to resolve. You might 
want to say that you would like 
to see better communication and 
suggest ways that might help that 
to happen or ask for suggestions 
from the other person. Don’t be 
afraid to stop and let silence do 
some heavy lifting. Invite the other 
person to respond, maybe asking, 
“what’s your take on this?”

 This Christmas when we notice 
difficult behaviours in others or 
ourselves, let’s engage in ways of 
communication that do not belittle 
ourselves or the other person. At the 
first Christmas in the stress-filled 
world of a refugee family with a 
newborn child, they found ways to 
respond with love and grace and not 
react with aggression. Let’s practice 
kind-frontation in difficult times and 
have a happy Christmas.  S

Fr Peter Maher is the priest of St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church in Newtown. 

‘Kind-fronting’ 
Christmas with 
confidence 

Appealing 
options for 
Christmas

C O M M e N T  &  O P I N I O N

include a complimentary gift card 
with each purchase explaining that 
this gift is helping Red Cross help 
others. National Marketing Manager, 
Jayne-Anne Power, says Red Cross 
shop sales help support people during 
disasters, provide daily phone calls 
to check on the wellbeing of isolated 
or elderly Australians, and prepare 
nutritious breakfasts for children 
who need a healthy start to the day. 
If you still can’t find a suitable Kris 
Kringle, why not make a donation 
to the red Cross Christmas appeal 
and put the receipt in a decorated 
envelope! To find the location of 
your nearest Red Cross Shop, visit 
redcross.org.au or call 1800 339 888.

  
Since its humble beginnings as a 

back-lane barbecue, the Wayside 
Chapel Christmas day Street Party 
has had one main objective – to bring 
the community together. Each year, 
Wayside puts on Christmas lunch 
with all the trimmings and fills 
the street with music and dancing. 
The event is a day for the whole 
community: 9-10.30am Breakfast; 
10.30-11am Christmas church service; 
11am-12pm Entertainment; 12-2pm 
Christmas lunch and entertainment. 
There are over 150 volunteer shifts on 
Christmas Day. Registrations can be 
made at www.thewaysidechapel.com.
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the inner City Cadre Project is 
the result of collaboration between 
mind australia and St Vincent’s 
hospital inner City health Program 
and supported by the Lord mayor 
of Sydney’s member of Parliament 
Salary trust. the project has 
come to be known as a mental 
health neighbourhood Watch.

Initiated in 2011 by the Inner 
City Mental Health Recovery 
Working Group, the Inner City Cadre 
Project aims to create safe spaces 
by providing people with mental 
health issues, their carers as well 
as community members face-to-
face recovery and peer support 
training and follow-up mentoring.

I became involved in the Cadre 
project through the Waterloo 
community as part of my work 
in a multicultural neighbourhood 
centre servicing the area. When I 
was told about the project, I found 
the idea interesting. It was also 
complementary with my work as a 
community worker. I am eager to 
learn more about the recovery model 
in working with mental health issues.

What I did not anticipate is 
how the role as a Cadre member 
has enlightened me with a better 
understanding and helped me 

set clearer boundaries in both 
my personal and professional 
life. I will now illustrate this 
with two case studies – one 
as a worker and another one 
with a close acquaintance.

case 1
Cadre is a person-centred 

approach which provides a clear 
process to help support clients with 
mental health issues. In applying 

this process I may ask a client some 
open questions, paraphrasing what 
they have shared and acknowledge 
emotions and facts, and maybe 
finally refer the client onwards to 
more appropriate mental health 
care and support. The client may 
also come back for a follow-up 
or debriefing session and/or to 
thank us for the support.  

I may apply a strength-based 
approach to reinforce the client’s 

commitment to self-care and to 
seek support as needed in the 
future. Higher needs clients may 
take a longer time for the building 
of rapport before I am able to refer 
them to better support. But since 
most clients that may walk into our 
centre will be voluntary, it does 
not take much for me as a worker 
to support them in their journey 
toward better mental health.

case 2
Recently I have had a close 

acquaintance come to me for some 
support with regards to his mental 
health. My first response was to treat 
him as I would a friend. However, 
after a few “talking cure” sessions, I 
felt that the whole experience was not 
helpful in growing our relationship, 
because we do not have a strong 
enough friendship established and 
I do not think that he trusted me 
fully. Sadly, he had no-one else 
to turn to who he felt would be 
more understanding. He told me 
that he was coming to me with his 
issues, knowing my background in 
counselling, but clearly he does not 
want a counselling experience.  

While I do use my skills in our 
interactions, I also found it hard to 
relate to him as I would with a friend.  

Reflecting on my approach in 
the first few sessions, I saw myself 

struggling between providing 
advice as a friend and using more 
empowering techniques, as I would 
with a client. Neither approach sat 
well with my acquaintance or me. 

In the next few sessions, I tried 
to incorporate what I learnt from 
my Cadre training. This seemed to 
work better since I was able both 
to relate to his experiences better 
and to feel that I was honouring our 
relationship as close acquaintances. 

Here, I found my Cadre training 
served as a bridge in the client-
friend continuum in my work and 
personal interactions with others. 
There are many people in my life 
who sit in neither the client nor the 
friend categories. As a result of my 
encounter with the Cadre project, I 
am finding my experiences with my 
close acquaintances more and more 
refreshing – they have enriched my 
understanding of my work and at the 
same time provided valuable insights 
into my personal life. S

If you need more information about the 

Cadre project, you can follow the link here: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Inner-

City-Cadre-project/279010388883261 

or contact Douglas Holmes at  

djholmes@stvincents.com.au. 

Bill Yan is a community development 

worker with communities in Redfern, 

Waterloo and Alexandria.

HeLen Szoke

SO Far we know that more than 
11 million people have been 
affected by typhoon haiyan, one 
of the worst natural disasters to 
hit the Philippines, and at least 
700,000 people have been displaced 
while thousands of people are 
thought to have lost their lives.

 
This was a truly terrifying event. 

In Tacloban, a mother with two 
small children, who works selling 
fish with her fisherman husband, 
said it was like a tsunami when 
the storm hit. “Many storms have 
passed here. But we did not expect 
a storm that brought a “tsunami” 
with it. We only know of rain 
and wind. We did not expect the 
sea would devour the land.”

Oxfam already has teams of 
experts on the ground in three 
locations and the target is to reach 
half a million people with emergency 
assistance. Oxfam needs your help. 
Its priorities will be to reach the 
most vulnerable families with safe 
water and sanitation facilities to 
help protect people from disease.

The most immediate needs on 
the ground are food, clean water 
and sanitation as well as emergency 
shelter. Whilst the full response 
to this Typhoon will take some 
time, the initial phase lasting 
approximately six weeks will be 
critical for the affected communities.

You can provide life-saving help 
to the 500,000 people affected 
by this terrible disaster – please 
make a generous donation of 
whatever you can afford today.

In the first six weeks Oxfam aims 
to reach at least 20,000 families with 
emergency relief, including: Water 
kits and hygiene kits for 100,000 
people; 1,000 communal temporary 
latrines; 100 sets of latrine cleaning 
kits and 100 hand-washing stations; 
Mobile water treatment units with 

generators and fuel; 10,000, 20,000 
and 45,000 litre water storage 
units; Treatment and/or repair 
for 50 water points (hand pump 
or spring box), as needed; Water 
quality testing of 200 alternative 
drinking water sources – hand 
pumps, natural springs; Training in 
safe water practices, prevention of 
diarrhoea, and maintenance of water 
facilities; General debris clean-up.

Sixteen tonnes of aid, worth 
close to USD $200,000, will soon be 
shipped directly to Cebu, one of the 
worst affected islands. In addition, 

more than 10,000 hygiene kits are 
also being shipped to Cebu from the 
regional centre in Manila as well as 
basic equipment like jerry cans.

These first days and weeks are so 
important. The sooner we can reach 
people with these basic essentials, 
the better chance they will have of 
surviving and rebuilding their lives. 
For the communities impacted by 
this disaster, your support is crucial, 
so please donate today. S

Helen Szoke is Chief Executive, 

Oxfam Australia.

Reflections of a Cadre member

‘We did not expect the sea would devour the land’

Buy your Christmas and birthday presents  
in these great shops and help others too! 

Oxfam shop Paddington
394 oxford Street
Paddington 
Ph: 0474 174 728

Oxfam shop Broadway
Shop G15, Broadway Shopping Centre
1 Bay Street, Broadway 
Ph: 9280 3411 www.oxfam.org.au/donate

typhoon haiyan has hit the Philippines leaving tens of thousands without basic necessities   Photo: Kit Recebido

Image: Ada Qian
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She said her Australian Museum work, 
“Born in darkness before dawn, 2013”, 
explores the concept of place and traces 
her personal histories and connections to 
communities across the state. “The artwork 
responds to the Australian Museum 
site, because it holds a huge amount of 
Aboriginal archaeological collections and 
objects, some of which directly relate to 
areas where my Mum and Grandfather 
were born,” Ms Foreshew said. “And that 

massive building is windowless so you 
can’t actually grasp the amazingness of 
what this building has and what it can 
offer artists, Aboriginal people and the 
broader public through its collections.”

Australian Museum Assistant Director, 
Steven Alderton, said: “Artists such as Ms 
Foreshew, through their work, forge a 
personal connection with the voices of the 
past to speak directly to a contemporary 
audience. Australian Museum proudly 

pays tribute to the resilience and 
adaptability of our first inhabitants whilst 
also celebrating the spirit of friendship, 
and the power of genuine collaboration 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
people.”

The development of the Corroboree 
Sydney program was led by creative 
director Hetti Perkins, Jumbunna 
Indigenous House director Professor 
Michael McDaniel, along with nine 
of Sydney’s major arts and cultural 
institutions, including the Art Gallery 
of New South Wales, Australian Museum, 
Sydney Opera House and Royal Botanic 
Garden.

Throughout the festival, Pier 2/3 at 
Walsh Bay was home to the Corroboree 
festival hub, offering Sydneysiders, 
visitors and city workers a place to 
gather for refreshments, enjoy bush-food 
themed dinners and attend workshops, 
performances, screenings and talks on 
the harbour’s edge.

The projections were officially launched 
on Tuesday November 19 and will 
continue each night until the end of 
February 2014. 

To see a video of Nicole Foreshew 

discussing her work, visit 

cityartsydney.com.au/cityart/

projects/PlaceProjections.asp.  

Front-page: The Bitch is Black Drag 

Show at Corroboree Club November 

18, 2013 (Photo: Anna Warr).  

For more information, visit  

www.corroboreesydney.com.au.

SSH

The 20-meTre high sandstone 
façade of the Australian museum was 
transformed last month with images 
of larger-than-life Aboriginal women 
to celebrate the inaugural Corroboree 
Sydney festival. The striking, over-sized 
projection artwork, by Sydney-based 
Wiradjuri artist Nicole Foreshew, 
featured striking, moving-images of 
women draped in cloth.

Lord Mayor Clover Moore said the 
City was proud to launch the artwork 
as part of Corroboree Sydney, one of 
the largest Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander arts and cultural festivals 
in Australian history. “These ‘Place 
Projections’ were created for the City’s 
Eora Journey, which acknowledges and 
celebrates the importance of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander history and 
culture in the public domain,” the Lord 
Mayor said.

The City’s Eora Journey celebrates the 
living culture of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community in Sydney. 
Under the City Art program, seven public 
art projects will be developed over the next 
10 years, including a major monument 
to the Eora Nation.

Corroboree Sydney (November 14-24) 
featured performances, exhibitions, films, 
food and events, including a children’s 
street parade in the heart of the city, a 
Black Arts market, festival hub with food 
and drinks at Walsh Bay, and a “firelight” 

ceremony. The City contributed $50,000 
to the festival, which was also supported 
by Destination NSW and the NSW 
government. The annual event is expected 
to attract 55,000 regional, inter-state 
and international visitors over the next 
three years.

Ms Foreshew works across a range of 
mediums, including photomedia, design, 
sculpture and film and has had work 
exhibited at the Art Gallery of NSW. 

Andrew ColliS

REDFERN: eSTAbliShed just a 
few months ago, Social-laneway 
espresso is gaining a reputation for 
quality coffee and hospitality. “The 
aim is to generate a lot of good will 
and connection,” says co-owner 
robert ian bonnick. he and partner 
marina Agustina settled on the site in 
redfern Street after much reflection. 
“We looked at a site in Ultimo which 
was a bigger site,” marina says, “but 
we wanted something intimate and we 
really love redfern – this is a good place 
for meeting people, and we have a lot 
of respect for the people and history 
of redfern.”

Rob is proud to wear a t-shirt 
emblazoned with the words: “Hard as a 
rock, trained at The Block.” The design 
was co-created by Redfern Police Area 
Commander Superintendent Luke 
Freudenstein with Indigenous leaders 
Shane Phillips, Mark Spinks and Mick 
Mundine to promote the Clean Slate 
Without Prejudice program. “Through 
conversations with some of the prominent 
local leaders and those participating in 
the program, I’ve come to understand it 
has helped transform the lives of many 
Indigenous young people,” Rob says.

Social-Laneway Espresso is situated 
opposite Redfern railway station, just 
below Club Redfern. The espresso bar 
is an expression of a wider passion for 
people and culture, style, good food 
and social justice (the Social-Laneway 

Espresso Facebook page is updated daily).
It’s evident that Rob and Marina love 

what they do. Customers are greeted by 
name with hearty handshakes and warm 
smiles. Introductions are exchanged. 
“Wherever you go, you network in 
that neighbourhood,” Rob says, “that’s 
something that really motivates us – 
bringing people together, understanding 
differences and celebrating community 
as something that unites. I was quite a 

shy person when I was younger which 
helped me to relate to all kinds of people 
from very diverse backgrounds and socio-
economic groups.”

Rob’s life story includes 18 years in 
a London orphanage, playing for the 
English basketball team, dancing and 
managing nightclubs (one of which was 
voted Top 10 in the World House Music 
Awards 2003/4). Marina grew up in 
Jakarta before moving to Melbourne for 

a couple of years. She has worked in the 
hospitality industry and in luxury fashion, 
culminating in a buying role for major 
retailers in Brisbane and Sydney. Rob 
says: “It’s stressful sometimes, running 
a business, but it’s a different kind of 
stress when it’s your own vision. We love 
to work on this, we love spending time 
together and our different skills really 
complement one another.”

The social ethic of the business is 

reflected in the clean design and cozy fit-
out, as well as an affordable and nutritious 
menu. “We use recycled timbers and 
warm lighting, plants and flowers ... 
and everything on the menu is under 
ten dollars,” Marina says. “It’s all about 
creating a healthy space. I’ve searched 
out simple foods, too – quality pies and 
tasty rolls.” Marina’s fresh salads, such as 
the Kale and Honey-roasted Pumpkin, 
are proving very popular with locals, and 
Social-Laneway Espresso’s own coffee 
blend is something special.

Barista, Christian, is kept busy at the 
espresso machine. As a service to patrons 
rushing for connecting buses or trains, 
Social-Laneway is set to introduce a 
new Beat The Q App (www.beattheq.
com) which will allow customers to order 
and pay for coffees en-route to the cafe.

Social-Laneway is keen to support 
the local community by way of the arts 
and community activities. A dedicated 
space at the cafe currently sees works 
on display by Wiradjuri artist James 
P. Simon. James grew up in South 
Sydney. He has an impressive resume 
that includes an extensive list of group 
and solo exhibitions, commissions and 
publications. Proceeds of sales will help 
support a selection of local charities.

Social-Laneway Espresso, Shop 5, 

157-161 Redfern St, Redfern. Open 

from the “crack” of dawn to 5pm 

Monday to Friday; closes 2pm on 

Saturday. Christmas Trading Hours: 

last day Dec. 24, reopens Jan. 2, 

2014. www.social-laneway.com

Larger-than-life women herald a unique corroboree

Life in the espresso lane

“Born in darkness before dawn, 2013”   Photo: Nicole Foreshew

Rob, Marina and Christian at Social-Laneway   Photo: Andrew Collis
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The Reviews
Theatre Review 
by Catherine Wood

Cristina in the Cupboard
Written and directed by Paul Gilchrist
Produced by Daniela Giorgi 
Subtlenuance
TAP Gallery, Darlinghurst 
Nov. 6-17, 2013

In Cristina in the Cupboard, a tight 
little play of around 90 minutes, Paul 
Gilchrist explores the frightening 
deficit between what actually happens 
and societal projections of roles, 
relationships and responses from the 
perspective of a young woman on the 
verge of adult life.

In an effort to sort out a viable 
way of l iv ing w ith integ r it y, 
Cristina (a stunning performance 
by Sylvia Keays) withdraws into 
a metaphorical cupboard, secluding as 
well as protecting herself from family, 
friends and society. As Cristina says, 
her withdrawal is not a retreat from 
reality but an examination of what 
is represented as reality and an 
assessment of how it may be managed 
without the sacrifice of aspiration.

Her cupboa rd i s  l im i t le ss, 
capable of hosting a panorama of 
characters and scenarios, as Cristina 
interrogates her father, Robert, mother, 
Gwen and sister, Anna, girlfriends 
and an old boyfriend. At t imes 
these significant others appear to 
interact with each other and with 
Cristina as they would in reality, at 
others they are clearly the constructs 
of Crist ina’s introspect ion and 
sometimes, and appropriately, the 
boundaries are blurred. As each 
tries to restore Cristina to the place 
she has inhabited previously in 
their individual l ives or social 
constellation, Cristina questions the 
value they attribute to her part in their 
shared experiences. To what degree can 
experiences be shared?

Societal modeling fills in the gaps by 
providing its members with ready-
made scripts. For instance, the 
media manufactured importance of 
“the first kiss”, used as a means 
of emotionally triggering Cristina 
into compliance by Gabriel (Steven 
Wilkinson) her needy former boyfriend 
of five years, was never shared by her. 
“It wasn’t nice,” the 11-year-old Cristina 
had told her over-reactive, over-
bearing father (Peter McCallum). Anna 
(Alice Keohavong), “her little sister”, 
also plays the needy card skillfully in 
an attempt to guilt trip Cristina into 
submission. Appealed to by her parents 
to persuade Cristina into returning to 
the world, the “childhood friends”, 
sharp-eyed, limber Belinda (Sinead 
Curry) and Erica (Sonya Kerr), the 
brilliant Facebook twins, vie for the 
position of Cristina’s “bestie” and 
vie to be the first to reject her. Gwen 
(Helen Tonkin), a horribly accurate 
“chattering-classes” wife, tries to tempt 
Cristina into compliance by the “I had 
it out with your father” scenario while 
Robert adopts the pose of the male 

trapped by wife and family valiantly 
dealing with disappointment. The 
characters all talk: have speeches of 
confession or contrition or elation, 
and Cristina’s anarchic rejection of 
the script prepared for her threatens 
their safety.

Can Cristina resolve her desire for the 
joy once experienced on a stormy beach 
and movingly recounted by a then six-
year-old Anna, and her disabling fear of 
such freedom? However, the ambiguity 
of Cristina’s stance lies at the heart of 
the play and literally at the centre of the 
stage. The cupboard, used by Cristina 
and Anna as a hiding place, references 
also the delicious thrill of waiting 
to be found, the certainty of being 
found. Does Cristina really want to be 
“found”, rescued by family and friends 
from her renunciation of society? Or 
does she retreat, as the melancholic 
Lucinda (Kelly Robinson) seems to 
think inevitable, into “foundness”?

Or should we consider whether 
being “found” was another imagined 
scenario?

Once again a subtlenuance feature 
(producer, Daniela Giorgi) has 
intrigued and entertained. The work 
is authoritatively directed (Paul 
Gilchrist) and effectively staged 
(Ashley Walker, sound and Tom 
Massey, stage management), with 
insightful and evocative writing; 
economically but imaginatively 
presented with a well-chosen and very 
convincing cast. Despite the play‘s 
poignant exploration of the conflict 
between individual aspiration and 
social demands and expectations, it is 
often side-splittingly funny. Gilchrist is 
a trenchant but warm-hearted critic of 
social foibles.

 » theatre@ssh.com.au

DVD Review 
by Catherine Wood

A Gun in Each Hand (2012) 
(Una Pistola En Cado Mano)
Director: Cesc Gay
Writers: Cesc Gay, Toms Aragay
95 mins.
Recent Release on DVD

Neither a western nor a thriller, 
A Gun in Each Hand is a witty, 
sympathetically observed and gentle 
satire upon the contemporary middle-
class male with beautifully nuanced 
performances by an ensemble cast of 
mostly well-known Spanish actors. 

Set in Barcelona, it is basically a 
series of encounters between men 
in their forties, each suffering an 
identity crisis, counterpointed by 
their encounters with women, who 
by contrast, are confident and self-
assured. To underline the contrast each 
of the eight men are known only by 
an initial, while the four women have 
a frequently used given name. The 
universality of the men’s predicament 
is well illustrated through their diverse 
physical appearance and the distinct 

impression made by their style of 
clothing, mannerisms and different 
personal circumstances.

Having lost the traditional “action 
man” role inhabited by previous 
generations, the modern male has yet 
to find himself at ease with his new 
role as expresser of emotions, as care-
giver and as nurturer. This loss of a 
recognised “place” is well conveyed as 
each man-to-man encounter occurs in 
a public place, a foyer, a park, with the 
street and passers-by as an intrusive 
background. The full interior of a 
family home in warm yellows and rosy 
pinks is shown only once and then as 
a reminder of what S (Javier Cámara) 
gave up when he left his wife, Elena 
(Clare Segura) and child for another 
woman. The affair over, he longs to 
be accepted back, to find himself by 
a return to his past. A return to a 
past male role is made by P (Eduardo 
Noriega) as he attempts a sexual 
encounter with a female colleague, 
Maman (a standout performance by 
Candela Peña). A surprise is in store 
for both S and P.

The tongue-in-cheek criticism of the 
men’s shortcomings is perhaps best 
expressed in a conversation between A 
(Alberto San Juan) and his best friend’s 
wife, Maria (Leonor Watling). She 
wants to know what kinds of things he 
and her husband talk about. “Important 
things,” A says, “Not like you women.” 
Cheerfully, Leonor agrees. “Yes,” she 
responds, “you’re right. We just talk 
about our partners.” He does not get it. 

At the close of the film all eight 
men are bought together at a party. 
As they hover in the kitchen, surely an 
indicative setting, their conversation 
suggests that there can be a way 
forward into self-hood if they are open 
to change.

 » video@ssh.com.au

Film Review 
by Lindsay Cohen

Filth
Director: Jon S. Baird
Starring: James McAvoy
Genre: Worse cop

When cops go bad in the movies 
they go really bad. Dirty Harry had no 
qualms when it came to vigilantism, 
while Garry Oldman’s DEA agent 
Stansfield in Leon (1994) was happy 
to knock off the family of the man who 
undercut his supply of cocaine. 

The Depa r ted (2006),  L .A. 
Confidential (1997), Internal Affairs 
(1990), Serpico (1973), Touch of Evil 
(1958) – the Bad Cop is a genre unto 
itself. But it is The Bad Lieutenant 
(1992) starring Harvey Keitel as the 
Lieutenant (his name is never revealed) 
that Filth most closely resembles. Bad 
Lieutenant is well worth seeing, but be 
prepared to be shocked and more than 
a little revolted (and not just at Keitel’s 
full frontal nudity). 

What’s remarkable about both 
films is how far both Keitel’s and 
James McAvoy’s characters fall, and 
they both start from no great height. 
Drugs, booze and prostitutes are all on 

the menu, and in copious quantities, 
but it is the mental disintegration and 
corresponding physical decline of both 
cops that makes these films as difficult 
to watch as they are compelling.

Filth is based on the book of the 
same name by Irvine Welsh. It shares 
some of the features of that other Welsh 
novel turned into a film, Trainspotting 
(1996): the thick Scottish brogue, the 
use of music, the surrealism and music 
video-clip like portrayal of drug-fuelled 
psychotic episodes. 

But whereas Trainspotting was 
groundbreaking and adrenaline-fuelled, 
Filth is dark (including darkly comic in 
parts) and infused with hopelessness. 
McAvoy’s moments of clarity and 
glimpses of light just emphasise his 
character’s self-destruction, and how 
good an actor he is.   

Rating: Four top-shelf single malts.

 » film@ssh.com.au

What does turning 50 mean to you?
The 50 Book: Women Celebrate Life by award-winning 
photographer Jennifer Blau explores 50 theme words about 
being 50. Real women challenge the idea of invisibility and 
share their wisdom and experience, illuminating a surprising 
new time of possibility, passion and self-discovery.

Photographic profiles, expert insights and inspirational 
quotations combine to create a unique celebration of the 
post-50 decade. This beautifully designed gift book is perfect 
for women turning 50 or in their fifties and is available in 
bookstores or from http://the50book.com. 

For a chance to win a copy of this book, send us your theme 
word at 50, along with your email address. Send entries to 
editor@ssh.com.au.
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ERSKINEVILLE: The secret lives of 
cats are being exposed as part of an 
art installation project for the Tiny 
Stadiums Festival.

Imogen Semmler, the Alice Springs-
based artist behind the initiative, attached 
motion-activated cat cameras and GPS 
tracking devices to 18 cats in the suburb. 
The aim was to understand the complex 
behaviour and social interactions of the 
cats by monitoring where they went and 
who they saw.

“I lived in Erskineville for three years 
… when I used to live here I would see 
the cats, especially when you walk home 
at night and I’d see them hanging out in 
little ‘cat gangs’,” Semmler said. “I was 
just a bit fascinated by them and it made 
me think a lot about urban cat population 
and about places where there might be 
lots of cats living in a small suburb.”

Spurred on by her interest in cat 
behaviour Semmler approached the 
Tiny Stadiums Festival organisers and 
proposed the project, entitled Pussyfoot: 
The Cats of Erskineville.

Her project has also doubled as a cat 
study with support and funding from 

the Valentine Charlton Cat Centre at 
the University of Sydney. “For me it 
was approaching it from a story-art 
perspective, to capture stories and to get 
it out to a wider audience. The scientific 
side of it was so that it would be valid 
and would be able to contribute towards 
science and research,” she said.

The Tiny Stadiums installation 
includes a series of short films produced 
by Semmler and filmmaker Matt 
Woodham, as well as an interactive tour 
of Erskineville to view the cats’ homes 
and meet their owners.

Sydney resident Kelly Huynh attended 
one of the tours led by Semmler. “I really 
enjoyed it, as a cat person I loved it a 
lot,” Huynh said. “I would definitely 
sign up for something like this. I have 
a cat and he doesn’t stay at home … he’s 
not an indoor cat so I’d be interested to 
know what he gets up to when we’re 
not around.”

Semmler plans to put all the 
findings from the study online and will 
continue to work with a GPS analyst 
to further understand the data and help 
provide insight into the secret lives of 
domestic cats.

See Photo Gallery online.

Andrew ColliS

Joh NNy bell is widely 
regarded a master. his acrylic and 
gouache works are highly prized by 
collectors throughout the country. 
The scenes he depicts celebrate 
life and dancing, community and 
romance – sun-drenched, tropical 
scenes reminiscent of Australia’s 
northern coastline, the Pacific 
islands, south-east Asia. The lines 
are lyrical, the colours vivid. 

In past months Bell has contributed 
works to the triennial ukulele exhibition 
at Gallery East in Clovelly. He has also 
been teaching clay sculpture classes at 
the Orchard Gallery (South Sydney 
Uniting Church) in Waterloo.

“I love to paint the ukes,” Bell 
says. “I painted two for this recent 
show.” The Hula Dreams exhibition 
at Gallery East is the brainchild of 
curator, artist, gallery co-owner and 
uke teacher Carol Ruff. Every three 
years Ruff presents a ukulele to over 
50 artists from around the country, and 
waits for the magic to wind its way 
to her small and much-loved gallery.

The sculpture classes at the Orchard 
have been well attended. “We’ve met 
three times now,” Bell says. “I know 
this place at Homebush that has good 
quality clay, so we just work with it 
and allow things to take shape. It’s 

such a simple process, working with 
clay – just working with our hands and 
the earth. It’s very immediate, there’s 
nothing to get in the way.”

Participants have created a wealth of 
intriguing and beautiful works, from 
wild animals to Nativity figures and 
more abstract expressions. Some have 
been painted and varnished. “We’ll 
spend more time on this early next 
year – and experiment with different 
glazing techniques too,” Bell says. 
There is talk of a group exhibition.

Bell plans to travel a bit over the 
summer, possibly to Bali for a few 
weeks. “There’s a place I can stay and 
work there,” he says, “drawing and 

painting mostly.” The artist hopes to 
gather a new collection of works for 
a solo show at the Orchard Gallery 
in 2014. “I really enjoyed staging the 
show there last year – it was such 
a good time with friends and the 
community.”

Saturday Art Classes are held at 

the South Sydney Uniting Church 

(56a Raglan St, Waterloo) on 

the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of 

the month, from 12-4pm. Gold 

coin donations gladly received. 

Contact Andrew for more 

information: 0438 719 470.

Andrew ColliS

eighTeeN moNThS ago Alice 
moldovan was waiting tables at 
the Tapeo cafe in redfern. Part-
way through a masters degree 
in sexual health counselling 
at Sydney University, she was 
considering career options. “i 
was looking for a way to integrate 
my skills and passions, so i made 
a decision to explore a path in 
radio broadcasting,” she said. “i 
enrolled in a Certificate 3 course 
at Petersham TAFe. That was a real 
turning point.”

The 18-week course gave Alice 
valuable insights into the industry, 
opening the door to various aspects 
of modern broadcasting. Weekly 
internet streaming was a particular 
thrill. “I learned about script writing, 
editing, presenting and producing. 
The teachers were really supportive 
and encouraged me to enrol at the 
Australian Film, Television and Radio 
School (AFTRS) at Moore Park.”

In February this year Alice 
commenced a Graduate Diploma 
program at AFTRS, in the radio 
wing of the impressive complex at 
Fox Studios – “a big, beautiful, light-
filled space”. The radio wing has three 
professional studios, labs and all the 
latest equipment. “I jumped straight 
in!” Alice said.

“After about five weeks, we were 
sent out on our first assignment 
– three-hour shifts as part of the 

AFTRS pop-up station at the Easter 
Show in Homebush. We were there 
with microphones and headsets and 
had to be ready to give live crosses! You 
need to be very alert and relaxed for 
interviews and observations, whatever 
is needed.”

It was a steep learning curve in 
communications and Alice thoroughly 
enjoyed it. “It’s been such a challenging 
and aspirational year,” she said. “I’ve 
worked hard to improve my skills, 
tried different script-writing methods, 
better ways to read aloud – so it doesn’t 
sound like I’m reading – balancing 
structure and spontaneity.”

Students are taught to be mindful 
of their listening audience. “It’s about 
imagining a particular listener, one 
particular person.” Alice laughed as 
she recalled printing a “Googled” 
photo of a “person” – an anonymous 
face to keep in view as audience icon. 
“Radio is so personal,” Alice said. 
“Broadcasting is meant to be like a 

conversation. It’s not really a group 
activity. It’s a very personal address.”

The ABC’s Richard Fidler comes 
to mind as an exemplar of this kind of 
communication. “It’s amazing what he 
does to draw stories and commentary 
from his guests,” Alice said. “He is 
genuinely fascinated by people and 
they can feel that, too.”

A highlight of the year has been 
work experience with ABC 783 
in Alice Springs. Alice was a field 
reporter for two weeks, engaging 
a variety of local issues. “I’m very 
interested in everything, I’m very 
open to learning, talking to different 
people ... Once you have the basis of 
knowledge for a topic, listening is 
the most important skill ... I have an 
insatiable curiosity,” she said.

Curiosity has been a trait since 
early childhood. Alice remembers 
family members predicting she’d have 
a career in the media. “I was always 
engaging, writing ...

I document everything ... keep 
records, archives, journals and 
scrapbooks. It ’s a cultural thing, 
too, remembering, keeping the 
conversation alive.”

Alice is applying for jobs now, 
hoping to get work in the new year 
with ABC local radio. “I’m looking 
forward to getting my hands dirty 
and putting the skills I’ve learned 
into practice,” she said. 

Podcasts of Alice’s programs can 

be heard at www.soundcloud.

com/alicejuliamoldovan

Johnny Bell in Waterloo  Photo: Andrew Collis

Jeff with camera  Photo: Imogen Semmler

Cat’s eye view 
of the village

Shape of things to come
An interview with Johnny Bell

Walking on air
An interview with Alice Moldovan

Jon Rose and Lucas Abela Duo play deconstructed violin and glass pane as part of You’re History, a 12-day festival 

at Carriageworks celebrating 30 years of the Performance Space  Photo: Qinling Li

Alice Moldovan in Redfern  Photo: Andrew Collis
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For translation visit www.dharug.dalang.com.au

WORDPLAY  –  CReAtive WRiting gROuP – CLuB ReDFeRn, 
2/159 ReDFeRn St  6-8pm – Weds 4 & 18 DeCember. 

Phone Andrew on 8399 3410. All welcome

Wind
I hear the wind’s effects
unseen wind but 
known – air
known by something 
else
it is energy generated
travelling
feel the wind on
my skin and body
sometimes strong
sometimes gentle
I wonder who named wind 

– Yvonne Mayer

Swim
Swim in the creek
Never in the 
cold dawn
Sand in shoes
Could mean fun
Experience 
one’s senses
By what comes 
one’s way. 
– Yvonne Mayer

Wordplays...

L a b y r i n t h s
Darryn Ansted. Gallery 1

Darryn Ansted’s Architectonic Paintings view 
the new Australian landscape as one of a 
deconstructed theatre set. This extends his 
recent examination of the ruinous post-industrial 
landscape of Leipzig in painting that again 
constructs a consciously renewed artifice with 
paint but this time braids recent architecture 
in Australia into folded and curved planes. Dr 
Ansted is the Head of Painting in the School 
of Design and Art at Curtin University. He has 
exhibited internationally in over 30 projects 
and has taught art studio practice and art 
history/theory at the University of Western 
Australia and Curtin University since 2008.

South Sydney Crossword
Across

1. Mould

5. Deb balls

10. Soap or comic follower

11. Large double reed

12. Dial ---

13. Turnip variety

14.Finished

16. Eagle ---

17. Blood shade

20. Colourant

23. Mauritian emblem

25. Loans

28. Once more

29. Small midge

30. Go off

31. Limber

32. Funeral poem

33. Oracle

Down

1. Highway hotel

2. Atop

3. Submits

4. Poplar

6. Complied with a coxswain

7. Heed

8. Role ---

9. Rank in tennis

15. --- run, rehearsal

18. Parramatta mascot

19. Big wig

21. ---Hall, Woody Allen 
classic

22. Flower genus

23. Go steady

24. Truth or ---

26. Ova

27. Vale

CROSSWORD  BY  D.W.

last month's solution

First correct entry 
receives a prize.  
Send to:   
South Sydney 
Crossword  
PO Box 
3288, Redfern 
NSW 2016

Dec 4 –21, 2013
Opening Night Dec 
4, 6-8pm 
MOP Projects       
   
2/39 Abercrombie St, 
Chippendale
Thu–Sun, 1-6pm    
www.mop.org.au

andrew Collis

It tuRnS out the windy corridor in 
Redfern Street, between Gibbons and 
Regent streets, has excellent acoustic 
properties. Live music sounds great there.

Sydney newcomer Ben Direen has been 
testing out a number of spots around Redfern 
in recent months and is enjoying the busking 
experience. “Redfern’s relaxed cafe culture 
sits well with my style of music,” Ben said. 

“It’s inspired me to begin working on some 
originals that I hope to record in the new year.”

Ben’s extensive repertoire includes songs 
by artists such as Cold Chisel, Blondie, Paul 
Kelly and Alex Lloyd. His arrangements 
for solo acoustic guitar and vocals (with 
tambourine) are smooth and mellow – 
very apt for summer days in the city.

Ben is available to play cafés and other 

small venues. Phone 0403 126 595 

or email ben.direen@gmail.com.

Ben Direen in Redfern  Photo: Andrew Collis

“Displacement 04, 2013”  Image: Darryn Ansted

Breezy listening
Artist Profile: Ben Direen



C O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C e s

Uniting Churches

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday

Christmas Day Service 9.30am

Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410

Welcoming people of all ages,

cultural backgrounds,  

sexual orientations and identities.  

Peace with justice, integrity 

of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns Rd  

& Colbourne Ave Glebe

Worship Sun 7pm

‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate  

candlelit concerts Thu 8pm

Allison Forrest 9518 9413

leichhardt University Church

3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt  

(near Norton St)

Worship 10am & 6.30pm Sunday

Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

www.leichhardtuniting.org.au

newtown mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday

Rev Ps Doug Clements 

9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
Rev Ben Gilmour  

395 Oxford St Paddington

Church Open 10am-2pm

1st and 3rd Saturdays

Worship Sunday 7.30pm

Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
Rev Margaret Mayman  

264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10 am Sunday

& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Office 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am 

Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway  
NSW 2007

T: 02 9379 0700  
F: 02 9379 0701

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction 
NSW 2022 

T: 02 9369 5221 
F: 02 9369 5225

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Jamie Parker MP 
State Member for Balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

Balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Ron Hoenig MP 
State Member for Heffron

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166 
F: 02 9699 8222

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Alex Greenwich 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington 
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053 
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Carmel Tebbutt MP 
State Member for Marrickville

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville  
NSW 2204

T: 02 9558 9000  
F: 02 9558 3653

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

BABANA 
Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday, December 20  
Souths on Chalmers 12-2pm
Babana Shed open Mon-Fri
(72 Renwick St, Redfern)
Contact: Mark Spinks 0411 282 917

VoLuNtEERs’ 
NEWs  
PaT cLarke

thanks
Auld Lang Syne for another 
year. Thank you so much, 
volunteers, for taking time out 
of your busy lives to deliver 
the SSH, to write articles, 
take the photos, and organise 
everything. And the organisers-
in-chief of everything, of 
course, are the wonderful 
SSH editors: Lyn Turnbull, 
Dorothy McRae McMahon, 
E s t h e r  B u t c he r,  K a t e 
Williamson, Louisa Dyce, 
Miriam Pepper and Andrew 
Collis, ably assisted by the 
South Sydney Uniting Church. 

Tha n k s  a l so  to  Pau l a 
O’Sullivan, Cate Long and 
Chelsea Wallis for all their good 
work on the website and with 
social media. Thanks also to 
the indefatigable Ross Smith 
for coordinating distribution 
and for hands-on deliveries 
each month.

Gifts
All volunteers are invited 
to v is it Tr ipod Café in 
Abercrombie St, Darlington, 
a ny t i me i n  Decembe r 
or January to pick up a 
complimentary SSH lanyard 
plus free coffee and muffin 
as tokens of our appreciation 
and love! We couldn’t do it 
without you! 

Sydney Christmas 2013
The City of Sydney seems to 
have a wonderful program of 
events up until December 25, 
including:

Projections Light & Sound 
Show at Sydney Town Hall

Tree of Brightness in Martin 
Place

Bright Walk – through Hyde 
Park, Pitt Street Mall, etc.

Concerts in various venues 
around the city and villages.

Whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.
au will give you information.

Wishing everyone a joyous 
Festive Season, and happy 
holidays wherever you may be.

May 2014 be a healthy, trouble-
free year for all.

Unt i l our next issue in 
February, 
Pat Clarke

To contact Ross Smith re 
distribution please email: 
distro@ssh.com.au

The Village to Village bus is a free hop-on, hop-off service which 
enables residents of the City of Sydney to access local businesses, 
hospitals, shopping centres, restaurants and universities. 

These FREE buses operate every Thursday and Friday. 

For more information please call: 8241 8000 
or visit our website: www.villagetovillage.com.au

Woolloomooloo to Redfern 
Redfern to Broadway  

Like Us. Follow Us.

There is
now

another
option

Reporting
sexual assault

85% of sexual assaults go 
unreported in NSW

NSW Police understand some 
victims don't want to provide 
a formal report

However any information 
about a sexual assault is 
important

Please help the NSW Police 
reduce this crime

Complete the online
questionnaire 

Find us on
Facebook

Follow us on

Visit: www.police.nsw.gov.au
 click on community issues/
 Adult Sexual Assault

Report online anonymously

SEXUAL ASSAULT REPORTING OPTIONS (SARO)

Friday 31st January
NEW DATE

Poet's Corner
Morehead Street
3-6pm

    15December 2013



S P O R T

Open 7 days  
7am–12 midnight

proud supporter of the south sydney Rabbitohs
now with a 24-hr atm service

Redfern Convenience Store
Cnr George & Redfern Streets, Redfern

Perry JoHnSTone 

FOr three weeks in november, 66 
indigenous young people from nSW 
travelled around the world on a sports 
and culture tour. South Sydney was 
well represented with rugby league 
players Jade anderson and William 
Last and head coach danny alende 
as well as head tour manager Perry 
Johnstone all making the trip and 
representing the inner city indigenous 
community.

The team was the NSW Indigenous 
Under 16s and the squad visited Dubai, 
Spain, France and the UK. The touring 
team comprised 35 boys playing 

double-header games against French 
and English opposition.

This tour was about more than 
football. It brought the oldest culture 
in the world and showcased it to the 
people of Europe. For the boys it was 
an eye opener. For many it was their 
first time out of the country and for 
them to experience different cultures 
is something that will last a lifetime.

On the field, the boys won six out 
of seven games, playing a brand of 
attacking football not seen in a long 
time, but it was off the field the boys 
really made their presence felt. From 
visiting the Somme on the Western 
Front and visiting the fields of Fromelles, 
the boys learnt how people their own 

age were killed fighting in the Great 
War and how they died thousands of 
miles away from home on foreign soil.

There was the usual visiting of 
the Eiffel Tower and Buckingham 
Palace but the boys got to experience 
local flavours by visiting schools and 
putting on cultural dancing, didgeridoo 
playing and lessons on how to throw 
a boomerang.

Rugby league superstar Greg Inglis 
shouted the entire tour party to visit 
Euro Disney and he also organised a 
training session with the Australian 
Kangaroos competing in the World Cup 
in England. The team got to do a lap of 
honour in front of 65,000 spectators at 
Wembley Stadium. S

LouiSa dyce

dO yOu know what futsal is? i didn’t 
until i found out that it’s another 
name for indoor football, or soccer 
(for those like me who have trouble 
understanding the football codes). i am 
fortunate to know Gabriel haslam. 
he plays in a local competition and i 
was delighted that he could take the 
time to answer some of my questions. 

what team do you play for? 

The All Saints.

How long have you played?

Two years for indoor soccer as 
well as seven years for outdoor 
soccer (with Leichhardt Saints).

what position do you play?
Usually midfield, however I also play 
striker, defence and goal keeper, 
depending on the coach’s strategy.

why is it better to play indoors 
instead of outdoors? 
Indoor soccer is a smaller, shorter game, 
however this means it is very fast-paced 
and this means quick reflexes are a 
must. There is also only five a side 
meaning you get a lot more touches 
on the ball than winter soccer.

How many teams play in your competition? 
There are eight teams in total.

Has your team had a good year?
We have had a very good season this 
year, coming second overall going 
into the last round before the finals.

because it’s indoor, do you 
play all year round? 

We play only during summer, 
only because almost all of us play 
in outdoor winter soccer teams 
and the times are conflicting.

what has been the most fun, best 
game that you have played in? 

The best game we played was 
the round 11 match against the 
Wolverines. I personally believe 
they are the best team in the comp, 
and yet we defeated them 4-1.

do you want to play again after this year?
Oh, I would definitely like to play 
another season. The game is so 
exhilarating and fun. S

LouiSa dyce

REDFERN: On Wednesday november 
13 a “warrior battle” took place 
between the Legends Football 
League nSW Surge team (women 
who play american football) and 
the eora Fitness Fanatics (who 
are all male). the girls gave the 
boys a run for their money. 

The challenge in which all took 
part showed off the new outside 
fitness area at the National Centre 
of Indigenous Excellence, and how 
much fun cross-fitness training can 
be. Under the sun shades and blue 
sky, Nathan Merritt of the South 
Sydney Rabbitohs was the judge for 
all the day’s competitions. There 
were three events in all and neither 
team held back. The first event was 
weight lifting, the second was for 
cardio and the third was a relay. 

Spectators had the privilege 
of seeing many weights lifted, 
step ups onto high boxes, 
exercise bikes ridden, rowing 
machines pushed and pulled, with 
accompanying grunts and laughs.

NCIE Centre Manager PJ Borrell 
thought it was a great way to 
showcase the new outside training 
ground called the Pit. Cross-fitness 

classes will be held at the Pit for 
members and the public. There will 
be eight or nine classes in coming 
weeks (see the NCIE website for 
details: www.ncie.org.au). “It was 
really good to be able to see and 
show that girls can go just as hard 
as the boys in training – training 
is good and training is fun – and 
that everyone at the event was 
backing each other up,” PJ said. 

The NSW Surge are training hard 

for their inaugural match against 
the Queensland Brigade at Centrebet 
Stadium on December 7. It will be 
the first game of an exciting Legends 
Football League season. S  

If you want to see the action of 

the “warrior battle” you should 

look at the SSH website and click 

on the link. http://m.youtube.com/

watch?v=l2JpTvpt5r0&desktop_

uri=%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dl2JpTvpt5r0

sports and culture a Deadly mix

surge toward better fitness

Fun and futsal: athlete Profile: Gabriel haslam

The Ravens meet each Sunday at 3pm at 
Redfern oval (Cnr Phillip & Chalmers Sts in Redfern). 

new members (and beginners) welcome! 
Phone adrian on 9690 1427. 

RAVENS 
RUNNING 
GROUP

glenda and ethan Roberts, Cody Walker, toni Madden and Perry Johnstone at fromelles   Photo: Supplied

gabriel haslam   Photo: Supplied

Representatives of nSW Surge and eora fitness fanatics   Photo: Supplied
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