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Behind small bars

Lyn TurnbuLL

CHIPPENDALE: Following a weekend 
when Sydney experienced the strongest 
winds for years, Halo, Jennifer Turpine 
and Michaelie Crawford’s newest public 
artwork, was unveiled on one of the 
few still sunny mornings this August. 
on top of a 13-metre silver mast, which 
leans at a 10-degree angle, a massive 

12-metre-diameter yellow carbon fibre 
ring and six metre-long arms balance 
on a ceramic ball the size of a small 
marble which allows the ring to gently 
turn, dip and rock in the wind.

But without the hint of a breeze to 
move the structure on the morning it 
was unveiled, it was left to the artists to 
describe the turning and tilting motion 

that the force of the wind creates. The 
artists likened the motion to the tipsy 
effects of beer.

Halo was commissioned by the 
developers Frasers Property and 
Sekisui House in collaboration with 
the City of Sydney as the centrepiece of 
Chippendale Green, a public park due 
to be opened in December in the Central 
Park development opposite UTS and the 

Notre Dame University on the old Carlton 
United Brewery site.

Chippendale Green is built over 
Blackwattle Creek, the original 
watercourse that was buried in a convict-
built drain early in the brewery’s history. 
It will provide welcome additional open 
space in a suburb with, now, less than 
two square metres of open space per 
existing resident. S

We can see your halo
Artists Michaelie Crawford and Jennifer Turpini     Photo: Lyn Turnbull 
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Nuclear 
South 
Wales?
SSH

SURRY HILLS: A public meeting to 
oppose uranium mining in nSw was 
held on Thursday August 16 at the Tom 
Mann Theatre in Chalmers Street. The 
meeting was chaired by Rita Mallia, 
nSw President, CFMEU (Construction 
and general Division). Speakers 
included luke Foley MlC (Shadow 
Minister for the Environment), Jamie 
Parker MP (greens nSw spokesperson 
on uranium), Arthur Rorris (South 
Coast labour Council Secretary) and 
Peter watts (Arabana Cultural Advisor, 
Australian nuclear Free Alliance 
co-chair).

A community Charter opposing plans 
for development of a uranium mining 
industry in NSW was launched at the 
meeting. The NSW Uranium Free Charter 
(http://nccnsw.org.au/uranium) is 
an initiative of environment, trade 
union, public health and other groups 
concerned about the potential human 
and environmental impacts of uranium 
exploration and mining currently being 
promoted by the state government. 

The Charter details concerns over 
the impact of uranium mining and the 
wider nuclear industry and calls for a 
shared energy future that is renewable, 
not radioactive. The Uranium Free 
Charter comes as a growing number 
of civil society groups and community 
representatives are challenging the state 
government’s atomic ambitions.

 “This is an important public meeting 
to expose the state government’s sneaky 
revocation of the 26-year ban on uranium 
exploration and mining in NSW. The ban 
has been removed without consultation 
with, or a mandate from the people of 
NSW,” said Rita Mallia.

  The government’s controversial 
move to jettison the longstanding ban on 
uranium exploration narrowly passed the 
Parliament in March 
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and there is growing 
resistance to any future legislation 
that would rescind the continuing ban 
on uranium mining. “Promoting the 
uranium industry in NSW now is like 
taking up smoking at 30,” said Anne 
Noonan from the Medical Association 
for Prevention of War. “This decision is 
poor policy and puts short-term vested 
interests ahead of any lasting community 
benefit. The government should not, 
need not and must not continue down 
this path.”

“The Liberal government is forcing its 
uranium agenda on the people of NSW 
with complete disregard for the industry’s 
devastating health, environmental 
and social impacts on workers and 
communities,” Jamie Parker said. “The 
NSW government overturned the 26-year 
moratorium on uranium mining without 
any public consultation. The government 
claims this is about exploration, not 
mining, however it is deceiving the 
NSW public if it claims it does not plan 

to eventually mine for uranium. Why 
would anyone explore for uranium 
without the intent to mine?”

Natalie Wasley from the Beyond 
Nuclear Initiative added: “It has been 
confirmed that uranium from Australia 
was present in all of the Fukushima 
reactors. The tragedy and toxicity 
continues, yet Premier O’Farrell is putting 
dollar signs ahead of danger signs. 
We cannot stop natural disasters but we 
can – and must – stop the threat of more 
nuclear accidents.” S

Sandra beeSTon

on AUgUST 23 the 11,000-signature 
petition initiated by lift Redfern 
was brought to nSw Parliament for 
debate. lift Redfern, representing local 
businesses and residents, Aboriginal 
groups and arts groups, had worked 
tirelessly over recent months to create 
awareness and push for lifts to be 
installed at Redfern station. group 
members observed the debate from 
the public gallery.

At 4.30pm the Lord Mayor Clover 
Moore introduced the people’s petition: 
“The community has been promised an 
upgrade for more than 20 years, under 
both Coalition and Labor governments. 
The community does not want this debate 
to turn into a blame game between the 
major parties. What the community wants 
is action. Responses to my calls to the 
Minister this year indicate that Redfern 
station is being considered as part of a 
review for future upgrades. I understand 
that funds have been allocated to upgrade 
35 stations to make them accessible as 
part of the Transport Access Program. 
The need for equitable access to Redfern 
station is urgent. It should be included 
in the first round of upgrades under the 
Transport Access Program.”

NSW Minister for Transport, Gladys 
Berejiklian, then gave her response, 
acknowledging the efforts of the 
thousands of people who put their 

names on the petition and brought the 
issue to Parliament: “That is why we 
have petitions – so that the message 
reaches this Parliament on a matter that 
the community feels strongly about.” She 
said that she too felt strongly about 
improving public transport and that this 
is why one of the first actions she took 
as a Minister was to release the Transport 
Access Program.

However, Ms Berejiklian said that 
Redfern station was not included in the 
list of the stations that will be upgraded: 
“The number of people who use it 
means that its upgrade is much more 
complex than that required at an average 
suburban station. Obviously it requires 
more extensive work, which will be more 
costly. I reiterate that this Government 
is committed to increasing the number 
of stations with easy access facilities, 
especially those that have high usage … 
We appreciate the challenges that must be 
addressed at Redfern and I acknowledge 
that people are experiencing difficulty 
accessing it. However, the Government is 
reviewing that situation and I look forward 
to making further comments about 
accessibility at our railway stations.”

Jamie Parker, Greens MP for Balmain, 
then asked whether the Government could 
give a timeframe for a review of Redfern 
station: “Will it be this year, next year, 
or the year after? The community needs 
an assurance that there will be progress 
on the matter.” The discussion concluded 
on that note.

After the debate, member of Lift 
Redfern, Joel Pringle, said: “We were 
hoping for a commitment from the 
Minister, or for the Minister to announce 
something, even if it wasn’t something 
immediate, but for some plan, something 
for the future. It’s a long-running issue,” 
Mr Pringle said. “We now know that we 
need to build from where we are now. 
We’ll keep the pressure up and we’ll make 
sure that we get that disability access for 
Redfern station.”

Irene Doutney, City of Sydney Greens 
Councillor and Lift Redfern supporter, 
said: “I would have liked to have heard 
some details or some inclination from 
the Minister about what could and 
should happen in the future. Instead of 
just saying that she’s looking at it, she 
could have given us some sign about 
when she’s going to look at it. So I 
think it’s very disappointing. I think the 
residents of Redfern, Waterloo, Eveleigh, 
Darlington and everybody else that uses 

Redfern station have been betrayed by this 
government: it doesn’t give a stuff about 
the people.”

During the debate Ms Berejiklian and 
Member for Strathfield Charles Casuscelli 
under l ined  the  l ack  o f  ac t ion 
from the previous Government, 
with Mr Casuscelli adding: “If anyone 
should offer an apology, it is the former 
Member for Heffron – she should 
apologise to the petitioners for not having 
done something sooner.”

Cr Doutney said: “It’s true, the Keneally 
Government didn’t do anything and they 
should have, they had plenty of time to 
do something, so I think that criticism 
is justified, but those days are over. All 
they’re interested in is making points off 
each other, instead of actually caring about 
the community, and that’s what we’re 
about. We’re about the community, we’re 
a broad church, and it’s just ridiculous that 
they will use that as an excuse not to do 
what needs to be done.” S

Geoff TurnbuLL

BoTAny’S MAyoR since 1981, 
Ron Hoenig, has been elected member 
for Heffron in the recent by-election 
with 58.9% of the primary vote. 
He led the greens’ Mehreen Faruqi 
(23.3%), The Australian Democrat’s 
Drew Simmons (10.8%) and Fred niles’ 
Christian Democratic Party’s Robyn 
Peebles (7.0%). in two-party preferred 
terms Mr Hoenig received 70.6% of the 
votes and Ms Faruqi 29.4%.

While the voters enrolled in Heffron 
has increased by 4.4% since the state 
election, the turnout for the by-election 
dropped from 88% to 66% of enrolled 

voters. The Liberal Party, which received 
a third of the votes in the 2011 state 
election, did not stand a candidate in 
the by-election.

Mr Hoenig increased the total number 
of ALP primary votes by 8.6% over the 
number cast for Ms Keneally during the 
landslide against her Labor government 
in 2011. Ms Faruqi, who contested both 
elections, saw a decline in primary votes 
for the Greens of 6.4%.

Mr Hoenig will replace former Premier 
Kristina Keneally who had held the seat 
since 2003. Following recent law changes 
he must surrender his mayoral role 
which is being contested for the ALP in 
Botany by Kristina Keneally’s husband, 
Ben Keneally. S

Geoff TurnbuLL

REDFERN: THE Aboriginal Housing 
Company completed another lap in 
its Pemulwuy marathon with the 
submission in August of the Preferred 
Project Report. The report responds 
to the issues raised during the public 
exhibition and adjusts plans from the 
comments received. The Department 
of Planning will now make an 
assessment of the proposal.

 
The AHC has also been revising all 

its internal processes and procedures 
to ensure it meets best management 
practice for the long road ahead. The 
new AHC website, expected early 
September, will provide a glimpse of 
some of these changes. The new site 

incorporates both video and text about 
the AHC, its history and its operation. 
The website will not only provide 
application forms for housing but it 
will incorporate bulletin boards for 
broader community use. Of particular 
interest when the site launches will be 
the Pemulwuy Project plans. 

South Sydney Herald editor Andrew 
Collis is joining the AHC’s marathon 
with his own by seeking sponsorship 
for his run in the Melbourne Marathon 
on October 14 with the money raised 
to go to the AHC. S 

You can support Andrew’s fundraising at 

www.bit.ly/TDBRJv/. 

The AHC website will be found 

at www.ahc.org.au/.

A debate not 
so uplifting

Nuclear South Wales?

Ron Hoenig replaces 
Kristina Keneally

AHC marathon

Continued from page 1

Lift Redfern supporters prepare for debate in Parliament   Photo: Sandra Beeston

Arabana Cultural Advisor Peter Watts   Photo: Jemima Hall
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WATERLOO: SoUTH Sydney has a 
stunning new landmark with the 
waterloo youth Family Community 
Centre opened by lord Mayor Clover 
Moore MP and Federal Member for 
Sydney the Hon. Tanya Plibersek 
MP at a celebration on Saturday 
August 11. 

The $3.5 million dollar building – 
formerly an unused amenities block 
– was largely funded by a $2 million 
grant from the Federal Government’s 
Community Infrastructure Program. 
The Centre has been purpose built for 
non-profit group WEAVE (Working to 
Educate, Advocate, Voice and Empower), 
which helps some 2,000 kids, parents and 
families each year.

Designed by Collins and Turner 

Architects in Surry Hills, the new building 
features a steel canopy shading structure 
which will eventually blend into the 
surrounding park, naturally insulate 
rooms beneath, and shield the rooftop 
barbecue and vegie patch . 

Energy-efficient building materials 
have been used throughout, including 
low-energy lighting, natural ventilation, 
and tanks to collect and re-use rainwater. 
Slate roof tiles have been recycled into 

pebbles for the garden and railway 
sleepers made from one of Australia’s first 
plantations of ironwood in the 1930s have 
been transformed into timber pavers for 
the internal courtyard.

“We know there’s a growing number 
of families raising kids in the City of 
Sydney and it is important that young 
people have safe and fun places they 
can call their own,” the Lord Mayor 
said. “Our new Waterloo Community 

Centre, along with the Oval and Skate 
Park, offers them a place to be active and 
to be entertained.”

Tanya Plibersek said she was proud 
to support an excellent local service. 
“The grant for this project was part 
of our $800 million package to kick-
start major projects and support local 
jobs during the global recession – the 
largest one-off investment in local 
infrastructure in Australia’s history; and 
this project is proof of money well spent,” 
Ms Plibersek said.

WEAVE began as South Sydney Youth 
Services in 1976, set up by a group of 
local parents worried about the welfare of 
local children on the street at night. Shane 
Brown joined the organisation as a social 
worker and today is Director. “In those 
early days I remember driving around 
the streets of Redfern and Waterloo and 
essentially operating out of the boot of 
a car – more than three decades on, 
we have a team of 74 people and 80 
volunteers who help thousands of people 
of all ages each year,” he said.

WEAVE programs include Kool Kids 
Club, Tutoring, Mental Health, Drug and 
Alcohol Counseling, Outreach, Juvenile 
Justice, a Women and Children’s Centre, 
an Arts Program, Psychological Services, 
Aboriginal Information and Referral.

 The celebration featured a smoking 
ceremony by Uncle Max Eulo and free 
community barbecue, performance by 
rap duo Deadly Combination and pro-
skater demonstrations. S

 
www.weave.org.au
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As many of you will be aware, we are planning to build a 
world class business school at the Abercrombie Precinct 
in Darlington. Our goal is to create an internationally 
acclaimed facility to attract the very best students, 
teachers and researchers.

In response to community and stakeholder feedback about 
the original proposal, the University reconsidered the 
overall design to ensure we create the best outcome for 
our students, staff and neighbours. 

We believe the revised design will produce a more integrated and interesting facility 
that respects the local character of the area.

Following public exhibition of the design in May this year, some further design work has 
been completed and provided to the Department of Planning and Infrastructure (DP&I). 
In particular we have amended the height of the student accommodation building and 
increased setbacks to better integrate the development with surrounding properties.

The University is currently in discussions with DP&I and we expect to receive draft 
Conditions of Consent in the near future. Subject to approval we will undertake 
preliminary work to remove the demountable buildings on Codrington Street later 
this year and we will also invite tenders for demolition works on the site.

The University is keen to keep you up to date on our plans and we are hosting an 
information stall at Eveleigh Markets on Saturday, 22 September 2012 from 8am to 1pm.

For regular updates you can also visit our website at www.sydney.edu.au/abercrombie_
precinct/.

Michael Spence 
Vice-Chancellor

COmmunity COntACt DetAils 
security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week 
enquiries: 9114 0523  email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

Jake McDonagh (centre) with friends at the Waterloo Skate Park   Photo: Andrew Collis (dedicated to R.H.)

A place of their own
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The case for change on 
school funding

In 2010, the Gillard Labor Government 
commissioned a review led by businessman 
David Gonski into the way our schools are 
funded.

The Gonski Review of school funding found 
that schools with similar needs often end up 
with different amounts of government funding. 
That’s not fair. The Review said we need to:

•  make sure additional investment gets to the 
schools and students who need it;

• do more to get great teachers into our schools;

• keep improving our education performance. 

The Review recommends a new way of funding 
schools. It would mean each student at every 
school – government, Catholic and Independent 
– would be funded on a consistent basis.

On top of that, extra money would be given to 
schools for disadvantaged students and schools 
that need it most. We want to be sure that any 
new system will deliver the best results for all 
our children.

This Labor Government is committed to 
improving education for all students and will 
make sure that any new system will deliver the 
best results for our schools.

A formal response to the Report will be 
released soon.

Funding for every school – government, 
independent and catholic – will continue 
to rise under our plan for school 
improvement, but the kids who need 
the most support will have their needs 
met more fully.

For more information on the School Funding 
Review, or to register your comments, please 
visit www.schoolfunding.gov.au.

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP
 Labor Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Chippendale NSW 2008
9379 0700 | Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Skills for All Australians
Major refor m of  the VET (vocat ional 
educat ion and tra ining) system is  wel l 
overdue.

The jobs of  the future will be high skilled. 
Australians need to have access to training now 
to get the qualifications they need to fill the jobs 
of  tomorrow.

We will need more skilled health and 
community workers, engineers, IT specialists 
and construction workers. 

Skills Australia estimates that in the five years 
to 2015, Australia will need an additional 2.1 
million people in the workforce with VET 
qualifications.

In response to these challenges, the Gillard 
Government has committed $1.75 billion over 
five years for a new skills reform National 
Partnership Agreement with the states.

We are working to deliver access to a government 
subsidised training place, at least to a Certificate 
III level, to all Australians in order to improve 
their skills and help them get a job with a 
brighter future.

The entitlement will mean there are more 
providers out there offering training with 
government subsidies. On the ground, this 
means there will be more training options in 
more places.

We want to give VET students the same 
opportunity that university students have had 
for years – the chance to defer their upfront 
payments through student loans.

These critical VET reforms will be put to the 
states and territories at the  April meeting of  the 
Council of  Australian Governments (COAG). 

They will help break down the barriers to 
training so all Australians can access the 
qualifications they need to create a brighter 
future for themselves – a better job, a better pay 
packet, and better job security.

Tanya Plibersek
Federal Member for Sydney

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP
 Labor Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Chippendale NSW 2008
9379 0700 | Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au
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KeLLy Lane

REDFERN: A new initiative run out of The 
Big Issue office in Redfern will enable 
students across the country to learn 
about homelessness and disadvantage 
via the internet.

 
Following the success of face-to-face 

workshops in NSW and Victoria, The Big 
Issue will be launching an eClassroom 
version of the program next year, which 
will be available to schools nationwide. 
The online workshops, featuring 
presentations from The Big Issue vendors, 
will be broadcast out of the NSW office 
in Redfern.

The Big Issue  NSW classroom 
coordinator, Melissa Brooks, said the 
eClassroom format would allow more 
students to access the program, by 
removing the challenge of distance. 
Previous evaluations of the face-to-face 
program had uncovered travel time as one 
of the main barriers to involvement from 
schools in regional areas.

 “It’s important for us to be able to 
reach as many people as possible, 

especially young people, and get them 
to think about homelessness,” Ms Brooks 
said. “It’s great that we’ve been able to do 
it in Victoria and NSW, but obviously it’s 
something that needs to happen in other 
parts of the country as well.”

Last month, the federal government 
announced $120,000 in funding to 
support the launch of the program, 
including the development of a studio in 
Redfern, with broadcasting equipment like 
video cameras and microphones. “Part 
of what we’re looking at bringing to the 
eClassroom is a roving microphone and 
roving camera, so for schools that are 
interested in the history of Redfern ... as 
a significant place in Sydney, we can help 
them to understand the area where we are 
working,” Ms Brooks said.

 “Kids from regional areas ... are 
usually more shocked by the number 
of people they see sleeping rough 
in the city, [compared to] kids who 
grow up in the city and have become 
accustomed to it. Their ideas about 
what causes homelessness are also often 
quite different.”

Sydney schools will also benefit from 

the program, with cost efficiencies 
resulting from multiple schools accessing 
the program at once.

With the launch of the eClassroom, 
many of The Big Issue vendors are 
looking forward to telling their story to a 
wider audience. Marcus Prentice, a guest 
speaker for The Big Issue classroom and 
vendor in Erskineville, said the program 
had given him the opportunity to share 
his life experiences, whether good or 
bad, with others. “I like to think that 
hearing what I have been through might 
help someone else with their problems,” 
Mr Prentice said.

“[The eClassroom program] is very 
exciting. I am a bit of technological 
dunderhead, but I really want to learn 
more about using the technology. It’s a 
great way to talk to people and I like that 
we will be able to talk to more people 
from regional areas, being a country 
boy myself.” S

Schools interested in learning more about 

The Big Issue eClassroom can contact 

Melissa Brooks on 02 8332 7260 or by 

emailing mbrooks@bigissue.org.au

CHarLeS TurnbuLL

NORTH EVELEIGH: There is growing 
concern over the future development 
of north Eveleigh after the area 
was recently slated as a possible 
enterprise zone by the o’Farrell 
government. Enterprise zones, which 
were introduced in the Department of 
Planning and infrastructure’s green 
Paper, will aim to attract employment-
generating developments by removing 
planning restrictions. 

According to the Green Paper, the 
zones will be characterised by “very little, 
if any, development controls providing 
they do not result in any significant 
adverse environmental impacts”. The 
Paper, which acts as a blueprint for future 
development, flags North Eveleigh, the 
land north of the railway lines between 
Redfern Station and Macdonaldtown, and 
backing onto Wilson Street, as a possible 
enterprise site. 

But the limited regulation, and the 
inclusion of North Eveleigh as a possible 
enterprise zone, has angered the Greens, 

who have likened the conditions to a 
“developer’s haven” in a heritage area. 
“Whatever developers think will give 
them the biggest bang for the buck will 
be what drives development on this site,” 
said Greens MP David Shoebridge. “If this 
becomes an enterprise zone we will see 
all the beautiful heritage buildings under 
pressure of demolition.”

The zones have also been criticised 
for failing to promote community 
consultation and local input in the 
planning stages. The plan proposes 
greater upfront community involvement 
in regard to where development goes 
with less community input once these 
decisions have been made.

Greens Councillor Irene Doutney 
says these conditions will isolate North 
Eveleigh residents from the decision-
making process. “The government, 
although it says it is putting the 
community back into planning, is 
actually removing the community from 
planning altogether. We’ve got to develop 
somewhere and this is a dead site … but 
it’s got to be developed in conjunction 
with the residents. It has to be balanced, 

it has to be appropriate, it has to be 
sustainable and you’ve got to do it with 
the residents, otherwise you’re constantly 
at war between the developers and the 
residents,” Cr Doutney said.

But while the enterprise zones have 
been strongly rejected by the Greens, 
state Labor has supported the idea and 
denied that the development would be 
completely regulation-free. “It’s not rules 
free, that’s easy for the Greens to say,” 
said the Shadow Minister for Planning, 
Linda Burney. Ms Burney also insisted 
that potential developers would try to 
foster positive relationships with the 
local community. “It would be silly for 
anyone to go in and develop in those 
zones without having a good relationship 
with the local community.”

The NSW government will receive 
feedback on the Green Paper this month. 
Once the government has received 
community feedback, a White Paper will be 
released, providing more details on future 
development and zoning rules. S

To have your say visit:  

www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/newplanningsystem

The Big Issue to launch 
online workshops

Developer’s haven in a 
heritage area, say Greens

Marcus Prentice with Tom Wilson, a youth worker who attended a Big Issue Classroom with some young people earlier in the year   Photo: Peter Holcroft
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Sandra beeSTon

REDFERN: AMy Porter is a 
bright, blue-eyed and dark-
haired young woman who loves 
camping and leading rover scouts 
on adventures. Her occupation, 
however, might surprise you. At 20, 
she is a Funeral Director at Joseph 
Medcalf Funeral Services in Redfern 
Street and has been working in 
the industry since she was 16. 

Amy recalls a video of renowned 
German anatomist Gunter Von 
Hagens she was shown during a 

high-school food technology class. 
Von Hagens sawed in half “healthy” 
and “unhealthy” bodies dipped in 
liquid nitrogen, to show differences 
in fat marbling. It changed the 
perception Amy had of dead people. 
“I saw that and it really got my mind 
ticking, like ... wow!” she said. “To 
them [the anatomists] it’s not scary, 
it’s not taboo, it’s just a deceased 
person.” A few weeks later she 
decided this was something she was 
really interested in and went to her 
career advisor to talk about becoming 
a mortuary technician. She says her 
family was very supportive of her 

decision, but some of her friends were 
a bit spooked. “They thought it was 
weird: ‘Oh, that’s scary, don’t you 
get scared?’ No, it’s not scary, it’s the 
living you’ve got to worry about!”

Mentioning what she does for a 
living rarely leaves people indifferent. 
They either find it very cool or 
quite odd, and assume she is a 
very dark person. “Yeah, I get that 
a lot: ‘You must be a goth, because 
you work with dead people.’ No, 
not so much! I’m sure everyone 
has a curious interest in that sort 
of stuff, but I’m pretty normal!”

 In the early 2000s the HBO series, 

Six Feet Under, starring Australian 
actress Rachel Griffiths, helped 
shed light on the profession. “We 
watched all the seasons together, 
myself and one of the other girls 
from work, we were sitting and 
going: ‘Oh no that’s not right ... Oh 
that’s so true!’ It was quite funny.”

 Her work at the funeral home is 
very diverse. “I’ll do one month in 
the mortuary, so I’ll prepare everyone 
that goes in the mortuary [making 
the deceased presentable by washing, 
dressing them, doing their hair and 
make-up] and then I’ll do one month 
of coffins, I’ll be the one who puts 

on all the handles. Then I’ll have one 
month of just washing cars, and I also 
do the transfers as well, which is really 
to go to the home, the nursing home 
or hospital, wherever the deceased is, 
and take them into our care, that’s my 
job as well, we all do everything!”

 Amy admits that some cases 
are harder to deal with emotionally 
than others. She recalls one cancer 
patient who came to organise his 
own funeral [a “pre-paid”]. “It must 
have been about the third time I’d 
seen him. I knew he had cancer 
but I could see his health really 
deteriorating. That time he could 
hardly breathe, and he looked me in 
the eyes and he said, ‘Amy, I don’t 
think I’m gonna make it through 
the weekend’. And that was pretty 
hard, I was probably 18 at the time 
… that was really sad. You get the 
other sad ones as well, like children 
and babies, they’re never really nice 
to deal with, but that’s probably one 
of the ones that stand out to me, 
because, what do you say to someone 
who thinks they’re gonna die on 
the weekend? I was gobsmacked. 
I didn’t know what to say.”

There are also extreme 
circumstances, when for example the 
deceased are in an advanced state 
of decomposition, that are “not-so-
pleasant”, but Amy doesn’t mind it 
and finds her work very rewarding. 
“You’re dealing with people at 
possibly the worst time of their life, 
and through the work that we do we 
can see the difference that we make. 
A lot of them, just at the end, say, 
‘Thank you so much, you’ve made 
such a difficult time a lot easier’, and 
that’s really, really rewarding, that’s 
what we really get out of the job.”

Despite her young age, Amy knows 
this is her calling, and is considering 
becoming an embalmer. “I’ve got lots 
of different ideas buzzing around, 
but honestly, I’m so young, I’ve got 
so much time to really decide what 
I want to do! But I definitely see this 
industry as my career, I don’t see it as 
just a part-time thing. This is what I’ve 
been working towards.”   S

Amy Porter at work in Redfern   Photo: Andrew Collis

Respect for the dead
Reader Profile: amy Porter

anna CHriSTie

A cool sounding 
italian name used to 
be the sign of a truly 
good coffee, but 
today’s discerning 

coffee drinkers tend to ask questions 
like “is this organic” or “is this 
Fairtrade?” Most of those cool 
italian brands answer “no” to both 
questions, and they face competition 
from boutique coffee labels that say 
“yes”. According to Alex, the g Cafe 
owner at lawson Square, Redfern, 
about 10-15 per cent of customers 
care if the coffee is organic, but 
fewer know or care about Fairtrade. 

When a product carries the 
Fairtrade certification mark it means 
the producers and traders have met 
Fairtrade Standards. The Standards 
are designed to ensure that the 
conditions of production and trade of 
all certified products are more socially 
and economically fair than the global 
cash crop commodity market. There is 
an excellent chance that the Fairtrade 
coffee you are drinking is also more 
environmentally sustainable, even 
organically grown. 

Alex says he did not set out to 
stock Schibello’s Fairtrade organic but 
feels good about his decision. “I tell 
my customers every day about how 
much chemicals they consume, year 
after year. They are everywhere – in 
the food, in the air, on the roads,” 
said Alex. “You can’t escape them. Of 
course, it makes me feel good to have 
healthy people around, but I think 
they are more concerned with how 
they look than how healthy they are. 
In spring and summer, people care 
more about healthy food – they start 
asking for skim milk and low fat.”

Drinkers of decaffeinated coffee 
can also buy their decaf from a 
Fairtrade coffee supplier knowing that 
it hasn’t been exposed to chemicals 
such as methylene chloride, or 
dichloromethane. This solvent, widely 
used as a plastics glue, paint stripper 
and industrial degreaser, is still widely 
used globally to remove caffeine 
from coffee.

Even though decaffeination is a 
production rather than a farming 
process, according to the Fairtrade 
spokesperson, the chemical-free Swiss 
Water method is used by all Fairtrade 
Certified coffee roasters within 
Australia which ensures chemical-free 

quality decaf product. “Some people 
think when they hear the coffee is 
organic, that there is no caffeine! I tell 
them just because it’s organic, that 
doesn’t mean it is not decaffeinated!”

Fairtrade ANZ (Australia 
New Zealand) is a labelling and 
certifying body promoting fairer 
trading conditions for disadvantaged 
producers around the world. In order 
to carry the Fairtrade certification 
mark (turquoise blue, black and 
green logo), the product must 
comply 100 per cent with Fairtrade 

Standards. The Fairtrade Standards 
require, for example, that farmers, 
the majority of whom are small land 
holders, must follow international 
standards for the handling of 
chemicals. And they must not use 
products that include genetically 
modified organisms (GMO). 

Rainforest Alliance is another 
certification system with very similar 
goals to Fairtrade. Both standards give 
coffee drinkers the confidence that 
even if not certified organic, it is likely 
to come very close to it.   S

ENVIRONMENTWhere

Bean fair, 
done that

Fadl and Alex at the G Cafe   Photo: Andrew Collis

Where to find fairtrade:

Toby’s estate Cafe 
32-36 City Rd, Chippendale  
– sells its Fairtrade organic blend

Schibello Cafe 
1 Lawson St, Redfern  
– its organic coffee is also Fairtrade

Wild bean Cafe 
116 Regent St, Redfern

Café abercrombie 
336 Abercrombie St, Darlington

Tripod Cafe 
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington

don Campos flagship Store 
21 Fountain St, Alexandria – offers 
organic, single-origin and Fairtrade
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adra anTHoney

CElEBRATED on August 9 in 
Singapore, the day marks Singapore’s 
separation from Malaysia in 1965. 
it is also the culmination of month-
long national Day celebrations 
throughout the island-state, which 
include fireworks, open-air concerts 
and a parade that is streamed live 
around the world to cater to the 
thousands of Singaporeans and their 
friends living and working overseas.

The Overseas Singapore Unit, 
which coordinates efforts to engage 
Singaporeans abroad, estimates that 
as of December 2011, there are about 
195,000 living overseas. This is not 
a paltry sum, considering that the 
island is home to slightly more than 5 
million. 

Here in Sydney, 270 Singaporeans 
from all walks of life, and their friends, 
braved the wintry cold to attend the 
Singapore National Day Function 
Dinner 2012. Now in its fourth year 
running, the event was organised by 
the Temasek Club, a social club for 
residents of NSW who are originally 
from Singapore or who are interested 
in the country. Many of the attendees 
now call Sydney home and use these 
events to eat familiar Singaporean 
food, catch up on the latest gossip 
and mingle with other Singaporeans. 

It is also an opportunity for 
members to flex their skills in speaking 
the local dialect, Singlish – a distinctly 
colloquial brand of Singaporean 
English, which has its roots in a 
zany combination of English, Malay, 
Hokkien, Teochew, Cantonese 
and Tamil.

Mr William Ng has worked in 
Sydney for the past 16 years and is 
a Permanent Resident of Australia. 
Initially coming to Australia to 
complete his undergraduate studies, 
William found his calling in student 
recruitment at the University of 
New South Wales and has since 
called Australia home.

 “There are a lot of reasons why 
I chose Sydney to live. The main 
one would be the opportunities this 
place has to offer. You know, when 
people migrate here they think, oh the 
hardship … oh, the prejudice … but I 
was fortunate not to have experienced 
that here,” he said. He also cited 
lifestyle factors and the freedom to 
pursue things he was passionate about 
as major draws to the country. 

Others such as Singaporeans 
Ms Geeta Velu and Ms Rethi Govin 
had accompanied their husbands 
when they had to relocate to Sydney 
for work. Said Ms Velu: “What I like 
about Sydney is that the food here 
is really fresh and there are so many 
parks and museums.” Ms Govin 

added: “It is a very good time to be 
here because it’s very cosmopolitan 
now. It is a really nice time to be here 
and to be able to mix with people from 
such different cultures.”

Like Mr Ng, Ms Govin and Ms Velu, 
many of attendees held fond memories 
of Singapore. Food and family were 
cited by most present as the things 
they missed most about Singapore. 
Many also highlight that they miss 
not being a part of Singapore’s rapid 
transformation and development. 

“I think not giving up my Singapore 
citizenship means a lot. Sydney is 
home for me now and I am proud 
to be a Singaporean working in a 
different country and contributing to 
that country,” said Mr Ng. He adds: 
“I would like to show Australians that 
Singaporeans are a dedicated and 
hardworking people and in this way, 
while I am not living in Singapore, 
I am an ambassador [for Singapore] 
and people appreciate that.”

In his speech at the National 
Day Function dinner, Deputy High 
Commissioner of Singapore, Mr Chua 
Teng Hoe, highlighted the deep 
reservoir of goodwill that existed 
between Singapore and Australia and 
encouraged all present to keep in touch 
with the developments in Singapore. S 

Singapore is Australia’s sixth-largest 

trading partner.

The place(s) we call home

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

PePsee
C U T  &  CO L O U R  H A I R S A L O N

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available

276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008

Mobile: 0403 110 832

Assure 
Psychology

UrbAn nAtUre wellbeing centre 

216 enmore rd (cnr edgewAre rd) 

enmore nsw 2042

caring, confidential psychological services 

to help you deal with life’s difficulties

bulk billing available on referral from gP

contact elizabeth munro on 0408 612 808  

or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

262 Abercrombie St, DArlington
Ph: 9698 8677   oPen 7 DAyS
mon-Fri 7Am-5Pm    SAt-Sun 8Am-4Pm

triPoD cAFetriPoD cAFe

Enrol for  
KindErgartEn 2013  
at alExandria ParK  
Community SChool
  Parent Info & Orientation Days Sep 6 & Nov 1 

9.30-10.30am

  Preschool Playgroup for future enrolments  
9.30-11.30am Fridays

  OPEN DAY for prospective Year 7 students for 2014 
Tuesday Sep 18, 9-11am

Phone 02 9698 1967
Park rd, alexandria

With the smell of Laksa wafting through the air and the sight of Mee Rebus 
(literally translated as “boiled noodles”) still sizzling on the buffet tray, 

it seems almost understandable for one to mistake the locale of this generous feast. 
No, this is not a spread set in the more tropical climes of Malaysia or Thailand but 
one hosted right here at the Stamford Plaza Sydney Airport Hotel. The occasion? 
A National Day function held to mark Singapore’s 47th year of Independence.  

Apartment windows in Singapore display the national flag   Photo: Ben Aveling
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faith
doroTHy MCrae-MCMaHon

AS MoST of us watched the opening 
of the olympic games recently, 
we would have seen one of the 
most famous quotes from william 
Shakespeare – “To be, or not to be. 
That is the question” – printed on 
the ground. Hamlet, who is saying 
those words in Shakespeare’s play, 
is contemplating suicide – deciding 
whether he will live or die. However, 
we could ask ourselves what it really 
means “to be”. i suggest that there are 
two main themes in “being” and in 
living life to the full, and that many 
religions invite us to do that.

In relation to the first theme, some 
religious people think that true “being” 
is connected with controlling genuine 
feelings, always being “nice”, being 
positive about everything so we don’t 
need to enter pain, fear, doubt and grief, 
imagining that we can protect ourselves 
from our own real feelings.

Over the decades, I have been taught 
by many inspiring friends and others 
that this is not truly “being” and that 
it is a life which actually lacks faith in 
an understanding and human God. 
It also takes away the true riches of 
authentic life, which holds within it 
all sorts of ups and downs and riches 
of response – wonderful laughing and 
crying, forgiving and encouraging.

Then, of course, for some of us there 
is another moment when we have to 
choose whether we will “be” when we 
face the fact that we are different from 
most others and that, if we “be” we 
may face criticism, rejection, and by 
some religious people, condemnation. 
That sort of claiming of “being’ can be 
costly for some of us. However, we are 
also called into this “being” in honour 
of our Creator who filled the universe 
with the wonder of diversity.

The second theme around “being” is, 
in my view, related to our part in helping 
to create a just and loving world. This 
is not simply about enhancing life 
for others, it is also connected with a 
grander way of “being” ourselves. It 
may demand courage and faithfulness 
from us in ways which invite punishing 
responses from those in power. 

In some environments, it may 
invite the risking of life and liberty on 
behalf of others who suffer oppression, 
violence and need. 

Many of us will be tempted not to 
“be” on various fronts. In our sort 
of society, it is all too easy to live 
superficially, consuming life, which 
brings us ease and pleasure, and taking 
little notice of what happens to others. 
This is a choosing to let some parts of 
us die. 

In saying this, I am not suggesting 
that our lives should not be joyful on 
many fronts. To “be”, as a Christian 
or member of another faith, is not to 
deny or turn away from those parts of 
life, but to add to them in deeper ways.

We can both inspire each other 
to deeper and grander being and we 
can create a sacred space of love and 
care which allows us to go down into 
honesty about our failures, sharing 
of our fears and doubts, naming our 
hard questions for God and each other, 
entering into grief and pain so that we 
may discover comfort and healing, 
anger at what life delivers to us, and 
so on …

Then, we need to hold onto each 
other as we face the realities of the 
world and the community around us. 
This is about daring to believe that we 
can be part of the creating of a grander 
“being” in the way we live together. 

 “To be, or not to be. That is the 
question.” Indeed. S

editori al
SSH

THiS MonTH’S Review section is 
dedicated in loving memory to 

Jane Barton who passed away at her 
home, with partner Melissa by her side 
and dear friends nearby, on August 15.

Jane was theatre reviewer for the SSH 
for more than eight years. Jane also wrote 
news stories and articles on social justice 
issues such as the NT Intervention. Her 
work expressed belief in the creative 
power of art (local stories in particular) to 
transform individuals and communities 

– to generate doubt and indecision, to 
demonstrate the need for reflection and 
to make space for new experiments in 
private and public life. Most recently, she 
wrote profiles on artists Jovana Terzic 
(July) and Teena McCarthy (August). 
Jane’s writing set a high standard for our 
Review section, attracting other regular 
reviewers of film, books and music. She 
was a strong supporter of the paper and 
of independent media. We will miss her, 
and treasure her work.

 A farewell service and celebration 
of Jane’s life was held at the NSW 
Writers Centre in Rozelle on August 28. 
Mourners paid tribute to “a woman of 
words” who was also “a woman of her 

word”. Memories and stories are being 
collated online: www.janecarolinebarton.
blogspot.com.au/.

 Readers are invited to donate 
to a project close to Jane’s heart – 
the Kool Kids Club, an initiative of 
WEAVE (formerly South Sydney Youth 
Services). Kool Kids Club provides 
free after-school and holiday activity 
programs for children with limited access 
to social and recreational activities, who 
also may have other complex personal 
issues in their lives. Programs include 
Indigenous surfing, dance, short film 
projects, music workshops, sports, arts 
and Indigenous cooking. You can donate 
online at www.weave.org.au/b/.

**
The last meeting of the City of Sydney 

on August 20 was reportedly a congenial 
affair. Councillors congratulated one 
another on how well they’d worked 
together and all they’d achieved over 
four years. This may be contrasted with a 
campaign period marked by exaggerated 
points of difference and clamouring for 
advantage. Whatever the makeup of the 
new Council, we look forward to fruitful 
collaboration. There are important 
roles even for minority parties to help 
influence the agenda. Councillors are 
urged to attend community meetings 
and forums, and to listen to what people 
have to say.

‘To be, or 
not to be’

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

LEGAL 
MATTERS 
 by MARk HANNA

What happens 
to the children?  
 
Sarah of Chippendale asks: “My partner and I 
have separated. I have taken the children and want 
them to stay with me. How can I formalise this 
arrangement? What rights do I have?”

The question that Sarah asks is all too typical. 
However, there is no easy answer, especially if 
the two parents cannot agree between themselves 
on the living and other arrangements for their 
children, post separation. 

The first thing to note, which may be a surprise 
to all parents is that, when it comes to issues 
regarding children, the law does not give parents 
rights – it gives them responsibilities. The view 
framed in the Family Law Act 1975 is “What is 
in the best interests of the child?”

The first step – Family dispute resolution
In most instances, except in urgent cases (e.g., 
where a child is being taken out of state or 
country) or where there is domestic violence 
involved, the courts insist that family dispute 
resolution (FDR), a form of mediation, occur 
before you can start court proceedings in 
relation to children.

The concept is that parents work out arrangements 
between them via FDR.

What sort of agreements can you make?
There are two types of agreements reached via FDR:

1. Parents can draw up an informal “Parenting 
Plan”. This puts in place agreements reached about 
the children and can cover everything from place 
of abode to education, health issues and even the 
type of clothes a child is to wear at a certain time. 

Parenting plans must be in writing, signed and 
dated. They create no legal obligations on either 
parent. However, the Court can consider what 
has been agreed in a parenting plan if those 
involved have later court proceedings dealing 
with parenting issues.

The downside is that these agreements depend on 
the good will of the parties – neither parent can 
make the other stick to an informal agreement.

2. If you want a formal agreement that can be 
legally enforced and is binding, you may want to 
consider “Consent Orders”. They can be made 
after negotiating with the other parent, usually 
with the help of a lawyer or dispute resolution 
service. A consent order is filed at, and approved 
by, the Courts. 

It will often be important to get some legal 
advice, because the agreements you make about 
where children live and where they spend their 
time can also affect your property matters and 
child support.

What if you can’t agree at FDR? 
Going to Court
Courts usually require a certificate from an FDR 
practitioner before a case about children can go 

ahead for the court to decide and issue orders. 
If you decide to take the matter before the Family 
Courts, the Courts will decide the parenting orders 
on the basis of the best interests of that child.

The primary considerations re best interests are: 
The benefit to the child of having a meaningful 
relationship with both of the child’s parents; and 
the need to protect the child from physical or 
psychological harm, and from being subjected to, 
or exposed to, abuse, neglect or family violence.

The court may also consider: views expressed by 
the child, taking into account the child’s maturity; 
the child’s relationship with each parent and 
other important persons (e.g., grandparents, 
siblings); the effect on the child of any change in 
arrangements, including separating siblings from 
each other; the capacity of each parent to provide 
for the needs of the child; and the willingness and 
ability of a child’s parents to encourage a close and 
continuing relationship with the other parent.

The parenting order that the Court makes will cover 
issues such as: who a child will live with; what time 
a child will spend with a parent or other persons 
important to the child; how parental responsibility 
will be shared; how parents will communicate 
about a child; and how any disputes about what 
is set out in the orders will be resolved.

Conclusion
The keys to bringing about a swift answer are 
for both parents to act in the best interests of 
the children and to emphasise communication 
and resolution in all their negotiations.

Mark Hanna is the Principal of Mark Hanna 
Lawyers. If you have questions about law, 
you can contact him at 0421 272 921.
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naMe WiTHHeLd

“iT wASn’T until it happened 
to us that we realised what was 
really happening, what had been 
happening all along,” my friend, 
Mary [not her real name], says. 

It is mid-afternoon on a cold 
Saturday in Sydney. We’re sitting in 
Mary and her husband’s hotel room. 
They both look drawn and tired. At first 
I thought it was the weather, after all, 
they live in Fiji, where the seasons are 
split into “Hot and Humid” and “Hot 
and Raining”. The chilly autumn air 
here in Sydney wasn’t something they 
were used to. 

But after speaking to them for a 
while, I realise their exhaustion has 
nothing to do with the cold weather. 
It has to do with the country where 
all three of us were born and bred, the 
country I left when I was 19 to chase 
better opportunities in Australia, the 
country I still call home even though I 
haven’t lived there for 10 years.

It has to do with Fiji.

***
The masseuse dug her lower palms 

into my back, alternately rubbing and 
kneading into my skin. It felt good. I 
was at the famous Fiji Westin Heavenly 
Spa in Nadi, treating myself to my 
very first massage ever. With my head 
turned to the side, I caught glimpses of 
tourists, mostly white tourists, being 
led down black pebbled pathways into 
private bures of their own, no doubt 
to be treated to the same pleasures I 
was currently being treated to. It felt 
strange to be doing such a tourist-like 
activity in my own country, but there 
was something also weirdly thrilling 
about it.

“Where you from?” The masseuse 
asked me. 

“Here,” I sighed. So much for being 
a tourist.

“Nadi?”
“No, Suva.”
“Suva!”
“Yeah, but I live in Australia now. 

In Sydney.”
“I massaged an Australian man 

yesterday. He complained about how 
expensive the food here is. I told 
him, ‘If you think it’s expensive, how 

expensive do you think it’s for us?’”
I was quiet. Ever since the 2006 

military coup, headed by military 
leader Commodore Frank Voreqe 
Bainimarama, food prices in Fiji had 
soared. The import and export trade 
had suffered, with Fiji’s biggest buyers 
– Australia and New Zealand – pulling 
their support from the country. Things 
only seemed to worsen after Fiji was 
expelled from both the Pacific Islands 
Forum and the Commonwealth of 
Nations in 2009.

After the massage, I gave the 
masseuse an extra 20 dollars. 
It felt ridiculously inadequate, but 
she beamed in gratitude when I 
placed the money into her smooth, 
oil-scented hands.

***
Fiji is an Island Nation made up of 

323 islands, many of them small and 
uninhabited. When I was younger I 
spent a lot of time imagining rowing 
out to one of these islands in a canoe 
and proclaiming myself Queen, not 
knowing that Fiji had ceded to Great 
Britain in 1874 and had thus been ruled 
by a King then a Queen until the year 
independence was gained in 1970.

Since then Fiji has been rocked by 
four coups – two in 1987, one in 2000 
and the latest one in 2006. While all 
four coups have shaped the present 
and future of the country, it is the 2006 
coup, spear-headed by Bainimarama, 
which has firmly placed Fiji under the 
defined rule of “Dictatorship”.

It has been said that the road to Hell 
is paved with good intentions. Indeed, 
Bainimarama started out as the classic 
good guy with perhaps the best of 
intentions. In 2006, he refused to allow 
the government to grant amnesty to the 
perpetrators of the 2000 coup under 
the proposed Reconciliation and Unity 
Commission. He staged his own coup, 
kicked out the potentially corrupt but 
democratically elected government 
and gave power back to the Indian 
people, who had long been poor 
second cousins to the Fijians.

In an address to the nation in 
2009, Bainimarama stated: “I know 
we all have our different ethnicities, 
our different cultures and we should, 
we must, celebrate our diversity 
and richness. However, at the same 

time we are all Fijians. We are all 
equal citizens.”

Little wonder that us Islanders 
couldn’t help but like Bainimarama 
despite the unconstitutional way he 
had seized power. We spoke about 
Bainimarama’s revolution on the streets 
of Fiji and here in Australia, where 
many Fiji Islanders live.

It was a terrible thing he did, we 
all agreed. But it was for the good of 
the people. 

However, like all self-styled 
governments that start out with the 
common ideology of a Utopian society, 
the cracks began to appear not too long 
after. In 2009, the Fijian Court of Appeal 
declared Bainimarama’s takeover 
illegal, prompting the then President, 
Ratu Josefa Iloilo, an avid supporter of 
Commodore Bainimarama, to suspend 
the Constitution of Fiji, dismissing the 
courts, judges and the Central Bank 
Governor. In effect Fiji was, and still is, 
a lawless country.

Bainimarama has also placed a 
media ban on any news relating to 
his self-imposed government. Army 
officers are stationed outside TV 
stations and newspaper publishers so 
that all news scripts and articles are 
reviewed and approved before going 
live or being published. News Limited, 
the owner of The Fiji Times, was told 
by Bainimarama’s government to 
sell the business, in an effort to have 
all major organisations under local 
ownership only. 

Bainimarama himself has come 
under fire from his detractors. On 29 
May 2011, a short yet telling article 
appeared in Sydney’s The Sunday 
Telegraph, detailing Bainimarama’s 
torture of pro-democracy women 
advocates in 2009. The account was 
told by Bainimarama’s ex-second in 
command, who had to flee to Tonga 
after being accused of sedition. Other 
prominent public figures, mostly 
foreigners, such as The Fiji Times’ 
General Manager Anne Fussell, and 
the Chairman of the Public Service 
Commission Stuart Huggett, were 
deported from Fiji. There are rumours 
Huggett was tortured by the military 
before being pushed onto a plane back 
to Australia. 

There have been articles published 

in the Sydney Morning Herald 
about the abuse of human rights 
by Bainimarama’s military-style 
government. Amnesty International 
has called for Fiji’s government to 
stop their brutal attacks on journalists, 
lawyers and political activists who 
speak out against them. Coup Four 
and a Half, a website run from within 
Fiji by activists, tells a grim tale of 
the “progress” towards a democratic 
election, which Bainimarama has 
promised to hold in 2014. 

Despite the danger, people are 
still willing to speak out against 
Bainimarama’s rule. My uncle, 
a pro-democracy lawyer in Fiji, 
continuously and publicly criticised 
the government. Even though he 
recognised what Bainimarama was 
trying to do for Indo-Fijians, he was 
first and foremost a lawyer, and he 
attested that people without laws were 
no better than animals. On a quiet 
night in Suva, Fiji, in 2007, several 
military officers surrounded his house. 
In front of his wife and children, he was 
forcibly dragged from his house to the 
military compound. 

We found him the next day, 
bloody and bruised, staggering 
almost drunkenly along a street, 
trying to make his way home.

***
If you went on a trip to Fiji today, 

you’d find this: the same thing you’d 
find any other day.

You would most likely land in Nadi 
airport and be greeted by smiling 
Fijian singers, welcoming you to Fiji. 
Taxi drivers will badger you with 
hotel names in the shape of questions, 
“Sheraton? Westin? Sofitel? Shangri-La?” 
The taxi driver who drives you to your 
hotel will regale you with stories about 
the Fijian culture (if he’s Fijian), the 
Indian culture (if he’s Indian) and the 
Chinese culture (if he’s Chinese).

At your chosen hotel, everyone and 
anyone will greet you with “Bula”, 
which means “Hello”. After a while, 
you will start saying “Bula” to everyone 
too, even your fellow holidaymakers.

If you travel from Nadi to Suva, or 
any other bigger town like Lautoka, 
Ba or Sigatoka, you will marvel at 
how basic everything is, and you’ll 
remind yourself that Fiji is a third world 

country, after all. You will curse the 
pothole-ridden streets. You’ll eat things 
you never would have guessed you’d 
ever eat, like fried ooto (breadfruit) 
and vakalolo (fish in coconut milk). 
You’ll drink Fiji’s national drink called 
yaqona, which is made from the roots 
of a tree.

In Suva, the capital, and where most 
of the political action happens, you’ll 
buy a ticket to the movies and eat bad 
Chinese takeaway. You’ll go to the 
market, which smells like pineapples 
and fish and dirt, and marvel at the 
mix of ethnicities all under one roof, 
selling their wares. Strings of crabs, 
piles of mangoes, heaps of chillies, 
await you. To you, the prices are very 
reasonable, especially if you take into 
account what it actually costs you in 
Australian dollars, but ask anyone and 
five years ago the price would have 
been a lot less.

You will take a tour to some of the 
outer islands of Fiji – Yasawa, Jacque 
Cousteau, Sonaisali – and watch 
spectacular sunsets and snorkel in 
pristine waters. Everywhere you go the 
Islanders will always smile at you. You 
would never guess that beneath those 
smiles, there is a darkness at the heart 
of Fiji.

***
Back in Sydney, Mary tells me 

how her sister had been accused of 
stealing money. Without formal charges 
laid or any sort of due process, the 
military had taken Mary’s sister to 
the military compound.

“They beat her over the head with 
a full Fiji Water bottle,” Mary says, 
matter of factly. “To hide any evidence 
of torture. She needs brain surgery 
overseas, but the military won’t allow 
her to leave the country.”

When I lived in London, it snowed 
for a few days one particularly cold 
winter and the world turned completely 
white. I had never seen anything like 
it before; I didn’t recognise the world 
at all.

Fiji feels like this now. It feels like a 
place I don’t recognise.

“Someone has to do something,” 
Mary says. “We can’t go on like this. 
Someone has to do something.”

She looks at me and I look back. 
There is nothing more to say. S 

Muanivatu, Fiji    Photo: Supplied

A Fijian winter

10   September 2012
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Nick cavarretta

NEWTOWN: If you are someone 
who follows what is happening 
in the hotel industry, or even the 
music industry, then you’ll already 
know that the Sandringham Hotel 
has been forced into receivership. 
If you don’t know what I’m talking 
about, then let me fill you in. 

The hotel was established in 1870 
on King Street in Newtown, and 
has been in control of Townsend 
Hotel Management since May 
2005. Recently it was forced 
into receivership with debts of 
$3.6 million to BankWest. 

There has been an ongoing battle 
for the venue since 2011, with a 
failed bid to sell the buildingm, 
including its lease, back at its target 

of $3 million during November 2011. 
The highest bid was $2.7 million. On 
July 16, 2011, BankWest called in a 
$3.2 million loan and issued a seven-
day letter of demand. The loan was 
taken out to cover the hotel’s original 
mortgage with St George. There 
was also an extra $300,000 taken for 
renovations to the hotel. On August 
9, 2011, the company was hit with 
a monthly interest rate of $63,500, 

which was previously $16,000. This 
was then reduced to $48,000, which 
is still a lot of money and left the 
hotel struggling to make payments.

Tony Townsend, the current owner 
of the venue, has said: “The Sando 
is a very marginal hotel/business. 
Its live music focus, poor gaming 
and no food are all the direct results 
of an ‘alternative style’ music venue 
approach.” Tony and his wife Kim 

Peter Maher

DULWICH HILL: fifty-five 
art works from artists around the 
Marrickville area were exhibited 
on friday and Saturday, August 
24 and 25, in the Seaview Gallery 
at Dulwich High. Mayor of 
Marrickville, Councillor Morris 
Hanna and Dr Rod Pattenden, 
Chair of the Blake Society, 
opened the exhibition of visual 
art and poetry created by local 
residents of all ages. About 80 
people gathered for the opening.

The exhibition was sponsored 
by the Marrickville Multifaith 
Roundtable and supported by 
Marrickville Council and the Blake 
Society’s Engage program. The 
Marrickville Multifaith Roundtable 
comprises local faith bodies from 
the Anglican, Catholic, Hindu, 
Jewish, Muslim and Uniting 
traditions. The Roundtable aims 

to create a space for dialogue and 
understanding in faith and culture. 

The artists range from primary 
and secondary school children to 
adults and commendations were 
awarded in each category. The project 
was designed to provoke dialogue 
within the community about mutual 
understanding, respect, acceptance, 
diversity, values, beliefs and social 
justice. The judges, Sueanne Wallis 
(Blake Prize Board), Stella Ford 
(Marrickville Council Community 
Development Officer) and James 
Yeo (Spirit Life In Marrickville 
Committee member), made 
selections according to this criteria.

Three children from Year 2 at 
St Brigid’s Marrickville, Daniel 
Arriguetti, Benjamin Nguyen and 
Nikita Xenos, were awarded a 
commendation for their depiction 
of families, while other winning 
works included Spirit Trees by 
Mya Nguyen and Icon by Tuan 
Nguyen. Secondary students, 

Bree Sullivan (Beauty), Ariel 
Turgeman-Fabrizio (Green Planet) 
and Waqar Younas (Beliefs) received 
commendation in their sections.

In the open section the 
commendations went to Deborah 
Ruiz Wall for her photography and 
poetry called The Spirit of Country 
about Aboriginal reconciliation, 
Anna Beresford for Multicultural 
Rosary and Janey Kossy for Windows. 

Marrickville Council supports the 
Roundtable and the Arts Project. 
The Blake Society, holder of the 
national art prize for religious/
spiritual art, the Blake Prize, 
included this project as part of the 
Blake Society’s Engage program to 
foster local community conversation 
around values and spirituality. 

Peter Maher: 02 9557 3197  

or 0439 460 779 

mmrcommunityarts@gmail.com 

Steve Jasek: 0400 530 405 

rockytop@optusnet.com.au

Saving the Sando

Celebrating diversity through visual arts and poetry

Dark clouds over the Sandringham Hotel   Photo: Andrew Collis

have spent a lot of money over the 
past seven years trying to rebuild 
the once-strong iconic venue. 
Currently the venue looks like it’s 
losing the battle, not only failing 
to make bank payments, but with 
noise, council and police objections 
costing over $250,000 to date.

The Sando still has a place in the 
heart of many musicians. I hit various 
social media platforms to ask a few 
people what they thought of the 
situation. “Well, I don’t know what’s 
happening to the Sando, but come on, 
can we lose another venue? I really 
hope that the place is saved. A great 
venue run and staffed by really great 
people,” says Peter Black from Sydney 
punk rock group The Hard-Ons. 
Another comment was made by 
Chris Penny from a punk group 
called Glitter Canyon: “A venue 
should be somewhere you want to 
go, not somewhere you have to go. I 
think the era of glorifying ‘dive bars’ 
is coming to an end. The Annandale 
Hotel realised the importance of this 
a while ago, and began important 
renovations to the visual look of their 
bar with their ‘buy a brick’ campaign. 
If the Sando was to shut down it 
would be the death of live music 
in Newtown, and another nail in 
the coffin for Sydney live music.”

The hotel has established a 
committee to organise a rally and 
petition to save the Sando. A rally 
took place on August 26. It’s not 
yet clear how this will help a debt 
in the millions but the spirit is 
strong for die-hard supporters of 
the venue and people continue to 
push the cause. If the Sandringham 
is sold by receivers, it is possible the 
building will be broken up and resold 
for development. A recent change 
of zoning in Marrickville allows 
for four-storey buildings on King 
Street. Approximately 25 single-bed 
units could be built on the site.

In loving memory of Jane Barton – July 16, 1966–August 15, 2012

Nikita Xenos receives her award   Photo: Supplied
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SaNdra BeeStoN

REDfERN: WITH the opening of 
several small bars on Redfern and 
Regent streets  in recent months, 
such as the Dock or Arcadia Liquors, 
Redfern has developed a reputation as 
the new small bar hotspot. But what 
draws these bar owners to Redfern 
and what does it say about Redfern 
and its inhabitants?

“Rent is still cheap, and the people 
are many!” says Jed Clarke, owner 
of the Dock, on Redfern Street. 
“I grew up in Surry Hills, the next 
suburb over, and seeing the way 
that Surry Hills has moved in the 
last 10 years, and seeing the way 
that Redfern’s been going, and it’s 
been moving at such a quick rate, 
I thought that this would be a great 
place to start up a small business.”

Josh and Ai Nicholls, who run 
Milk Bar by Cafe-Ish (though not 
technically a small bar, as it doesn’t sell 
alcohol), recently closed their Surry 
Hills establishment to settle and 
work in Redfern. The reason for their 
decision was very simple: “The rent! 
And the market. Surry Hills was over-
saturated. We weren’t having fun.”

Tim Duhigg and his wife are in the 
process of opening their own small 
bar next to Milk Bar by Cafe-Ish 
on Regent Street. They have called 
it Hustle & Flow, and it will offer 
a different flavour to patrons by 
playing more hip-hop and R&B: 
“We were not gonna go anywhere 
else except Redfern,” Tim says. “I just 
love Redfern, it’s got character. I 
hope it doesn’t change much.”

He himself enjoys visiting the 
bars currently on offer in Redfern, 
and it was actually while having 
a drink at Dry Land back in 
December that he and his wife 
thought about opening their own 
bar, but one that reflected more 

their own personalities and lifestyle, 
rooted in the hip-hop culture: “We 
thought that would really suit the 
area, it suits us, and that was it, we 
wouldn’t have done it otherwise.”

Further down Regent Street is 
the already very popular bar Arcadia 
Liquors, owned by Brett Pritchard 
and Dave Jank. Pritchard explains 
that they chose Redfern because of its 
strong sense of community, not unlike 
Woolloomooloo where they used 
to work, at the Old Fitzroy Hotel: 
“They’re good, solid communities, 
where people know each other and 
everyone looks after one another.”

All of them have a steady following 
of local customers: “That’s what Dave 
and I want, we want to know our 
patrons, a place that is an extension 
of your lounge room,” says Pritchard.

These small bars have evoked a 
positive response from locals, and 
are also becoming a destination for 
people from other areas of Sydney.

Josh already had a big following 
with students, bloggers and twitterers, 
and a lot of these customers have 
followed Cafe-Ish to Redfern to get 
their fix of soft-shell crab omelette, 
chilli chicken wings and their new $5 
burgers: “Our Surry Hills customers 
still come here. A lot of people are 
coming from everywhere, because 
they know us from social media, but 
a lot of locals as well, because there’s 
nothing down this end of Redfern ... 
and Ai makes an amazing coffee.”

With what seems like an 
unquenchable thirst for small bars, 
does any feeling of competition ever 
come up between recent and less 

recent bars? Jed Clarke from the 
Dock doesn’t think so: “Redfern is 
still sorta finding its feet as a small 
bar hotspot, it needs more than 
just a couple of bars to get people 
to come into Redfern and to see it 
as a destination. I don’t think it’s a 
competitive thing at all, I think the 
more bars that we have, the more 
people that we’re all gonna get.”

It’s an opinion shared by Brett 
from Arcadia’s: “That’s important for 
Redfern right now, to create a bit of 
life on the streets, not just the day-
time economy but in the night-time 
economy, it’s good for employment.”

With the rapid gentrification of 
Redfern, there has been concern that 
Redfern could lose its village feel, 
with some more marginalised 
parts of the community being 
pushed away by rising real estate 
prices. Are small bars a sign of the 
changing face of Redfern or could 
they even be contributing to it?

Roy Leibowitz, who opened Dry 
Land Bar on Redfern Street at the 
end of 2010, says: “You can’t have 
it both ways. You can’t want to live 
in a nice area close to the city, and 
expect people to stay out of it. The 
area itself is good and that attracts 
people to it, I don’t think it’s the 
bars. Gentrification’s a funny thing. 
It’s not necessarily something you 
can control. I like Redfern the way it 
is, I don’t want to see it turned into 
something else, but I think it can 
grow organically and still be a great 
place with a community feel and 
the fact that new bars, shops come 
into it, doesn’t take away from that; 

I just love Redfern,  
it’s got character. I hope 
it doesn’t change much.

The Reviews
Film Reviews 
by Lindsay Cohen 

On The Road
Director: Walter Salles
Starring: Garrett Hedlund, 
Sam Riley, Kristen Stewart 
Genre: Not beaten

Up until watching On The Road I 
was sure that I had read Jack Kerouac’s 
ground-breaking novel about sex, drugs, 
booze, music and travel while doing 
likewise, backpacking in my 20s. Now 
I’m not so sure. On The Road may be a 
backpacker standard, but it either left 
no impression on me or I indulged too 
much to remember. 

Or perhaps it’s because not a lot 
actually happens on the Road, even 
the same stretch of highway and rusted 
old bridge is traversed about a dozen 
times. While that was undoubtedly 
good for the budget (especially after 
hiring all the classic cars and paying 
Kristen Stewart) it was not so good for 
conveying an impression of boundless 
self-discovery during the late 1940s 
and early 1950s when America was 
realising its potential. 

It’s in the cities, especially in New 
York, Denver and San Francisco, where 
life goes a bit crazy for Sal (Riley), 
Moriarty (Hedlund), Mary-Lou 
(Stewart) and their companions. Times 
were crazy and life was enjoyed to the 
maximum. 

On the Road isn’t about the 
destination, it’s about the journey. Hang 
on. That’s also the theme of Zen And 
The Art Of Motorcycle Maintenance! 
That’s what I was reading in my 20s! 
Shame. On The Road, even with its 
uneven acting performances, repeated 
backgrounds and undulating plot, is 
much more interesting. 

Also interesting is that On The Road 
enticed a younger and funkier Sydney 
Film Festival audience than the usual 
blue-rinse set. The irony is that it is 
those pensioners who didn’t attend who 
are much more likely to have lived the 
times portrayed in the film. Clearly, On 
the Road is as relevant and revelatory 
today as it was when it was written.

Rating: Three and-a-half hangovers
 

 
 
 
 

Beasts of the Southern Wild
Director: Benh Zeitlin
Starring: Quvenzhané 
Wallis, Dwight Henry 
Genre: Ummm, yeah

The argument goes that there are 
only five storylines and every film 
is a rehash of one of them. So it’s 
refreshing to see a film that is a 
genuinely different take on the age-old 
story of being different. Walking out of 
the State Theatre after a Sydney Film 
Festival screening, one cinemagoer was 
overheard ungrammatically calling it 
“the most unique film I’ve ever seen”. 

Beasts of the Southern Wild is truly 
something special and so was an 
excellent choice for the Film Festival 
as it rediscovered its art-house roots 
in 2012. 

The film works on so many levels. 
It’s a celebration of life as much as it 
is about the fleetingness of it all, and 
all amid warnings of environmental 
calamity and climate change as 
represented by the Beasts, prehistoric 
creatures called aurochs trapped in ice 
for millennia. 

Set in a Southern American bayou, 
the dirt-poor but culturally rich 
inhabitants struggle to get by. They 
face their problems with good humour, 
song and plenty of booze. Nature 
provides them with ever-present 
inspiration and a livelihood. But it 
both gives and takes away and within 
that context 6-year-old Hushpuppy 
goes on a magical and surreal journey. 

Beasts of the Southern Wild is funny, 
sad and just plain “out there” with 
great natural performances; everything 
this reviewer wants from a film. A 
70-something year-old American 
woman I spoke to at the Festival found 
Beasts disappointing as it relied on 
southern bayou stereotypes, but if you 
know nothing about bayou culture 
then that shouldn’t be a problem. 

Rating: Five ice ages

 » film@ssh.com.au

Clockwise from top left: Brett and Dave from Arcadia, Jed from the Dock, Roy from Dry Land, Josh and Ai from Milk Bar   Photos: Sandra Beeston

the two things can go hand in hand. 
I would hate to think that people 
wanting to add more to a suburb 
are in some way being accused of 
ruining it, that’s a pretty odd idea!”

Brett Pritchard is a firm believer in 
social housing, where he previously 
used to work, and he thinks it’s 
important to keep a good amount of 
social housing in Redfern: “Having 
a good mix across the community 
keeps it honest.” He says: “I think it’s 
important to hold on to the heritage, 
especially in Redfern, with Aboriginal 
elders, the Indigenous community ... it 
should stay true to its original roots.”

Amidst the hype, small bars have 
also been subject to criticism. The 
recent assault resulting in the death 
of 18-year-old Thomas Kelly has 
reignited debate on alcohol-fuelled 

violence and some fingers have 
been pointed at small bars, which 
have benefited from relaxed alcohol 
licencing regulations since the 
implementation by Lord Mayor 
Clover Moore of the small bar bills. 
The small bar community reacted 
strongly against this suggestion, 
and so does Brett Pritchard: “I 
completely disagree! Small bars aren’t 
a problem. You’ll find that people 
are just coming in, having a drink, 
might grab a toastie, have a chat. 
They’re not in here for the long slog, 
downing beer after beer ... It’s a really 
friendly, happy environment. Small 
bars create a different environment 
than a big beer barn. They have their 
place, we have our place.” He says that 
“spreading”, rather than “clustering 
the drinking”, is the smarter move.

Behind small bars
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RECENTLy I was asked 
to venture out into the 
wonderful world of choirs. 
To my surprise it wasn’t 
a very long journey, as 
there are many choirs 
based in our local area. 
One of the beautiful 
voices I was fortunate 
enough to sit down and 
have a chat to was Andreas 
from the Camdenville 
Community Choir 
based at Camdenville 
Public School. 

The age group is very 
wide spread, which was 
another surprise because I 
was one who thought that 
choirs are for older people. 
Apparently not. They are 
a not-for-profit group and 
the social aspect is amazing. 
The choir sings songs from 

different regions all around 
the world. Currently it 
is recording a Christmas 
CD at the South Sydney 
Uniting Church, aiming to 
release it around November, 
which will be available 
to people for a donation. 
The money they make 
is always going towards 
charities, specifically the 
Australian Children’s 
Music Foundation, which 
is focussed on bringing 
joy and inspiration to 
the lives of children and 
youth who are on the 
wrong side of advantage. 

I was amazed by the 
impact something so simple 
has on people’s lives, and it’s 
fun. I sat in on a practice 
session and it was very 
funny to see full-grown 
adults sitting like children, 
looking up, listening and 
with an occasional chat to 

the person next to them – 
trying not to get caught. 

This is not the only 
choir from the South 
Sydney area, there are 
also the Darlingtones, 
I Cantarini, also El Coro, 
Voices from the Vacant 
Lot and the Cleftomaniacs. 
These are the only ones I 
know about, but I’m sure 
if you head down to your 
local community centre, 
public school or church 
that they will most likely 
know of some more. 

Joining a choir is 
not only good for your 
social life, it’s excellent 
for your health. It keeps 
you learning, the weekly 
warm-ups are great for 
your body, and singing 
in a group is very 
uplifting for your vocals 
and mind. Something 
to be recommended.

SSh

CAN DISCUSSIONS 
around a (dinner) table 
improve the social fabric? 
This question by sociologist 
and social commentator Eva 
Cox, raises her concern about 
increasing levels of political 
disengagement and distrust. 
“We need healthy democratic 
debates rather than political 
crap that makes people tune 
out. Polls and surveys show 
rising levels of distrust of 
politicians chasing votes with 
dollars, not good ideas. This may 
threaten both good government 
and social well being.” 

 

Her concern is that popular 
disengagement is partly the result 
of political neglect of the good 
society and the emphasis on 
economic growth. Good social 
policy is no priority, just more 
GDP! Space to talk about our 
social futures is scarce, so she 
is promoting a novel way for 
people to explore ideas. Sharing 
a meal and discussing what 
makes a fairer, better society, e.g., 
at a dinner party, is rather like 
a focus group. Drawing on her 
extensive research experience, 
Eva believes the reported results 
from a wide spectrum of such 
discussion groups is a way of 
restarting political debate on the 
good society we want to see.

The idea is that diverse 
people invite 6-8 friends, record 
their discussion on what they 
want in a good society, then 
forward the material to the 
dinner party network. Results 
will be collated and distributed 
to encourage public debate 
on how we want to live. 

Eva hopes the food for thought 
that comes from sharing a meal 
will nourish new discussions. 
The following quote comes 
from the invitation: “Eva Cox 
has form in this area: believing 
that we need a more civil, 
fairer society that encourages 
trustworthiness in government. 
These views were first expressed 
in her 1995 ABC Boyer lectures. 

She is looking for hosts and 
guests to restart conversations 
and actions needed to promote 
ideas for fairer social futures.” 

The website is up and 
functioning and more than 
80 people have signed on as 
potential and actual hosts. 
“We are running an initial 
September spring initiative 
with the aim of achieving 
100 dinner parties so we can 
tap the variety of views and 
common grounds before we 
move into an election year.” 
This is a new way of working 
on making societies more civil. 

Sign on at: 

www.thedinnerparty.net.au

South Sydney sings!

The Dinner Party – food, ideas, action

AN EXHIBITION OF VISUAL ART BY MUSIC MAKERS 
FEATURING REG MOMBASSA + PETER O’DOHERTY, 
STEVE KILBEY, MICK TURNER + MANY MORE

Groovescooter Records, da dAdA 
and Eastside Radio 89.7 present 
the return of ARTGROUPIE 
– a series of collective art 
exhibitions featuring musicians, 
producers, DJs and vocalists who 
also work as visual artists.

After a huge turn-out to our 
last exhibition, this 3rd staging 
of ARTGROUPIE includes new 
paintings, drawings, photography, 
video work, installations and more, 
from an eclectic group of local 
noise-makers, and offers a fresh 
insight into the artists’ imaginations.

For 2012 we’ve also added a second room of music photography by former 
NME staffer, Bleddyn Butcher. Butcher – the man behind Triffids’ leader 
David McComb’s biography – will be exhibiting his framed-for-sale portrait 
photographs of folks like McComb, Nick Cave, Rowland S. Howard and 
Dave Graney, plus live shots.
 
SYDNEY LAUNCH PARTY
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 6
6PM DISTRICT 01 GALLERY
ENTRY: FREE

 
WORKS ARE FOR SALE
74-76 OXFORD ST DARLINGHURST
ENTRY VIA FOLEY ST,  
CNR OF CROWN

Announcing the GRAND OPENING and LAUNCH of Sandy Edwards’ 
new photomedia space, ArtHere Gallery, 126 Regent Street, Redfern.

OPENING Sat. Sep. 1, 2-5pm, gallery open from midday.

Launching with artists: Catherine Cloran, Matt Palmer, and video work by Julie Williams.

Gallery Hours: Wed-Sat 12-5pm or by appointment.

Open for Submissions from artists, please contact Sandy Edwards 0402 112 755.

www.arthere.com.au

‘House, Maroubra’ (2012) by Matt Palmer

Voices from the Vacant Lot   Photo: Supplied
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I am a child
in the gutter
in the rain
sailing boats.

– Lyn Webb

I went to Bondi yesterday
I smelt the sweet smell of decay
in my mind
that memory of younger days
in the sun.

– Adrian Spry

Jemima
Eyes deep and dark, 
lashes long, a girl,
curl of hair falling on her face,
lace on her dress, not much,
touch of colour on her cheeks.
Weeks pass by, laughing, learning,
yearning to discover more,
for such is the spirit breathing,
weaving life and free to grow wise.

– Heather Robinson

Wordplay is compiling 
an anthology about 
Redfern Park. 
The group is interested 
in any photographs 
or memorabilia of, 
or stories about, 
Redfern Park and its 
inhabitants in earlier 
days. If you think 
you have anything 
of interest to our 
anthologists please 
contact 0415 415 139.

Poetry

WORDPLAY  
CReAtive WRiting gROuP 

Woolpack Hotel Redfern, 229 Chalmers Street, Redfern
6-8pm Wed, September 12 & 26. Phone Andrew on 8399 3410

All welcome

For translation visit www.dharug.dalang.com.au

South Sydney Crossword
Across
1. Avian Indian immigrant (4)
3. Plays on words (4)
5. *Agent went back for each... (3)
6. *...star explosion from returning beauty company (4)
7. *Thought from Apple's narcotics agency!? (4)
8. *In the end, possibly, things of the ear may be seen (7)
11. Wilder funnyman (4)
12. Vote taking (4)
13. *African river finishes off at nothing (3)
14. *Issue ends? (4)
15 Swirling current (4)

Down
1. Lion's do (4)
2. Flat (9)
3. Fundamental understanding (9)
4. Bridge (4)
9. Eye lasciviously (4)
10. Tennis surface (4)

CROSS
WORD  
BY  D.W.

last month's solution

First correct entry 
receives a prize.  
Send to:   
South Sydney Crossword  
PO Box 3288, Redfern 
NSW 2016

Six Ft Hick at the Annandale Hotel on August 4   Photo: Lyndal Irons

Colour-in winners!
Thank you for more than 25 entries in our Colour-in Competition. The judges were 
very impressed by the high standard of work. Congratulations to William Johnson of 
Waterloo (entry above) who wins an iPod Shuffle. Commendations for excellent work: 
Caibe Harrison, Wesley Harriott, Venus and Sione Tonga.



C O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C e s

Uniting Churches

south sydney uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday

Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410

Welcoming people of all ages,

cultural backgrounds,  

sexual orientations and identities.  

Peace with justice, integrity 

of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns Rd  

& Colbourne Ave Glebe

Worship Sun 6 for 6.15pm

‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate  

candlelit concerts Thu 8pm

Allison Forrest 9518 9413

leichhardt university Church

3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt  

(near Norton St)

Worship 6.30pm Sunday

Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

newtown mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday

Rev Ps Doug Clements 

9519 9000

Paddington uniting Church
395 Oxford St Paddington

Church Open 10am-2pm

1st and 3rd Saturdays

Worship Sunday 7.30pm

Office 9331 2646

Pitt street uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10 am Sunday

& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am 

Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

SSH advertising works: 
"Since our ad has been in the SSh, it's been phenomenal. it has really raised our profile in the community.  

interest has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." wayne Lindeman, Food Distribution Network, waterloo

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

150 broadway, broadway  
NSW 2007

T: 02 9379 0700  
F: 02 9379 0701

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Level 1/5a bronte Rd, bondi Junction 
NSW 2022 

T: 02 9369 5221 
F: 02 9369 5225

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Jamie Parker MP 
State Member for balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Heffron  
Electorate Office

Shop 117, 747 botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166 
F: 02 9699 8222

Heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Clover Moore MP 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington  
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053  
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Carmel Tebbutt MP 
State Member for Marrickville

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville  
NSW 2204

T: 02 9558 9000  
F: 02 9558 3653

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Waterloo  
Recycling  
Workshop
Workshop and market open fridays 
9am-12pm.

Turungah flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo 
(lower car park).

Affordable furniture and 
household goods.

donations gladly received  
(no white goods or electrical apps).

Volunteers welcome  
(phone naomi on 0407 576 098).

BABANA 
Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday, September 28 
Souths on Chalmers 12-2pm
Babana Shed open Mon-Fri
(72 Renwick St, Redfern)
Contact: Mark Spinks 0411 282 917

BABANA

Redfern

VOluNTEERS’ NEWS  
By pAT ClARKE

September will see a few interesting 
happenings around Sydney, not 
forgetting Council elections on 
Saturday September 8.

Art and About Sydney
experience the colour of art 

installations throughout the City 
from September 21 to october 21. 
opening night with entertainment 
is friday September 21 at Martin 
Place 6-10pm. free vintage buses 
around the various galleries and art 
works including the art Gallery of 
NSW, Museum of Sydney, australian 
Museum, State library and Customs 
house library. and don’t forget 

the Biennale of Sydney closes on 
September 16.

E-Waste Recycling
Sunday September 9 at the Bay Street 
depot, Corner Bay & Macarthur 
streets (entry through Macarthur 
St) Ultimo. id and proof of address 
required. this is a good opportunity 
to offload your old e-waste for 
recycling, including small electrical 

appliances, as well as computers, 
printers and old batteries (not car 
batteries).

Thank you
this month we say farewell to 
long-time SSH distributors Miriam 
Pepper and anthony Wyld of 
WideopenMedia. Miriam will still 
be involved with proofreading and 
any other way she can help. Miriam 

and anthony, your dedication has 
not only been appreciated by me, but 
by the community and the editorial 
Committee.

Best wishes to you all until next time.

.......................................................

pat Clarke 
Distribution Co-ordinator 
patriciaaclarke@optusnet.com.au

distinguished israeli historian, Ilan pappe, whose book, The Ethnic 

Cleansing of Palestine, documents the systematic, planned removal of 

700,000 Palestinians from their lands in 1948, discusses ‘The Forgotten 
palestinians’, those who still live within israel’s borders. hosted by the 

Sydney Peace foundation at the University of Sydney with independent 

australian Jewish Voices, the Coalition for Justice and Peace in Palestine 

and leichhardt friends of hebron.

4-5.30pm, Sunday September 16

free (donation appreciated) 

eastern avenue auditorium, University of Sydney (near City rd overbridge).

enquiries 0432 917 474

puBlIC NOTICE
in the Supreme Court of New 
South Wales Probate division.
after 14 days from publication 
of this notice an application for 
administration of the estate of 
MiChelle GriffithS will 
be made by Judy dargan the 
mother. Creditors are required to 
send particulars of their claims 
upon her estate to Gilbert + tobin 
solicitors, level 37, 2 Park St, 
Sydney NSW 2000. 

Swimming upstream
Would you like to participate in a storytelling and weaving artwork 
initiative for ASCA’s national day 2012?

South Sydney Uniting Church in association with aSCa (adults Surviving 
Child abuse) is planning a special presentation in addition to its usual 
November prayer service. This initiative seeks to facilitate members of the 
community coming together to help untangle the knot of child abuse.

There are different ways in which you can be involved: 
•   come along and weave blue ribbons into origami fish including any 

words or messages at SSUC, 56a raglan Street Waterloo, on Saturday 
September 15, 2-5pm

•   share aspects of your story for anonymous presentation by calling 
alana Valentine 0416 003 798

The telling of stories and weaving together of communities helps us unite 
in bringing messages of hope and recovery.

    15September 2012



JeMiMa HaLL

REDFERN: THE national Centre of 
indigenous Excellence was host 
to four-time Australian olympian 
lauren Jackson and Basketball 
Australia CEo Kristina Keneally on 
Monday August 20. Patriotic youth 
and community members gathered to 
support Jackson, the Australian flag-
bearer, as she returned home from the 
london games. 

It was a great opportunity for our 
local up-and-coming basketball players 
and youth to meet and congratulate 
Jackson on her bronze medal and 
many sporting achievements. Towering 
over her junior basketballers, Jackson 
(6ft.5) was hard to miss, wearing the 
official Welcome Home green and gold 
with a wide smile on her face. All felt in 
awe and inspired as Jackson shot some 
hoops with students from local schools 

including Alexandria Park, Tempe and 
Marrickville.

Lauren Jackson is regarded Australia’s 
most outstanding female basketballer and 
reflected on her experience as Australia’s 
first female flag-bearer in over 20 years 
as “a great honour that I’ll never forget”.

Coach Stewart O’Kell of the National 
Aboriginal Sporting Chance Academy, 
which draws students from several 
schools in the area, was there with 
members of the Under 15s Girls from 
Alexandria Park. The team most recently 
claimed a victory over Port Hacking. The 
girls were thrilled to meet one of their 
sporting heroes and to take away special-
edition t-shirts signed by Jackson. 

The NCIE was grateful for Jackson’s 
visit prior to the Sydney Welcome Home 
Parade as it promises to encourage many 
locals to be involved in basketball and 
to follow in her footsteps.

A recent addition to the NCIE calendar 
is Midnight Basketball, a national 

community-run program provided free 
for “at-risk” youth aged 12-18 years. 
Starting at 7pm of a Friday or Saturday, 
each tournament night includes a 
hot, nutritious dinner, followed by a 
compulsory life skills workshop before 
the tournament basketball begins. A bus 
takes all players home to their front doors 
around midnight.

Each night requires 15 volunteers who 
help with tasks like helping to serve 
dinner, setting up the workshop rooms, 
managing teams, scoring, refereeing, and 
driving the buses. “We welcome not only 
volunteers but all kinds of support from 
local organisations, whether it’s in-kind 
or financial contributions. There are lots 
of ways you can support the program,” 
says spokesperson Matt Saxty. S 

For player and volunteer information 

contact Charlene Flood, Tournament 

Manager, Midnight Basketball Redfern: 

redfern@midnightbasketball.org.au

SSH

THE SSH sat down (for a few 
minutes) with Mestre Roxinho of 
Capoeira Angola in Chippendale.

Could you sum up the practice in 50 
words or less?
Capoeira Angola is a traditional 
Afro-Brazilian art form created by 
the African people brought to Brazil 
by the Portuguese as slaves in the 
16th century to work in agriculture. 
This art form uses instruments, 
music and body movement. 
How long have you been practicing 
the art?
I have been practicing Capoeira 
Angola for 32 years and I hope to 
continue forever!

What’s the most rewarding aspect to it?
The most important aspect of Capoeira 
Angola is for me the historical contest 
and the expression through the music 
and the communication between the 
mind and body. 
Who can be involved?
Anyone can get involved, you do not 
need any previous skills or experience. 
You can start at all ages.
What have you learned about yourself 
as a Ca practitioner?
I learned a lot about myself through 
Capoeira Angola. First, I learned 
who I am and where I come from. 
It also taught me how I can be a more 
educated person and of course to 
socialise with other people. 
What have you learned about others?
I learn a lot about others especially 

because I’m teaching people from 
many different cultures and countries. 
One thing I can point to is that 
I learned that each person has a 
different way to present themselves 
and you need to respect that when 
you get to know them.  
What are your goals and aspirations as 
a Ca practitioner?
My goal as a CA practitioner is to 
continue promoting and preserving 
Capoeira Angola anywhere I go, and 
study as much as I can to reach a 
deeper understanding of this unique art 
form. Finally to inspire more people in 
Australia to practice it. S  

Capoeira Angola ECAMAR 

134 Abercrombie St, Chippendale 

www.capoeira-angola.com.au

Perry JoHnSTone

REDFERN: on a beautiful Saturday 
morning in August the Alexandria 
Rovers Under 7s team took to the 
hallowed turf that is Redfern oval, 
chasing their own little piece of 
rugby league glory. This team had 
been the standout team all year, 
having lost only one game all season 
on the way to the big one, but kids 
being kids, anything can and usually 
does happen.

The team took on the Clovelly 
Crocodiles, whom we defeated by 40 
points three weeks earlier, and there 
was a quiet confidence amongst the 
parents and supporters that if the kids 
played to their potential we would 
be toasting another premiership for 
the club.

The game kicked off and a few 
mistakes allowed Clovelly to score 
within the first minute of the game. Our 
kids hit back and it was a very even 
first period of play and Clovelly held a 
slender 4-point lead.

The second period was end-to-end 
football and our kids took a 2-point lead 
heading into the final third period. It 
was this period of play which saw the 
mighty Rovers kids flex their muscles 
and run away with the game to score a 

convincing and well-earned grand final 
premiership, played in great spirit. 

Over 250 Rovers club mates, 
supporters and family members made 
the trip to Redfern Oval to cheer on the 
kids and their vocal support throughout 
the game helped spur the kids to victory.

The winning trophy was presented by 
sporting superstar Anthony Mundine. It 
was a special moment for the Mundine 
family as Anthony Jnr was named the 
official Man of the Match.

Well done to all the kids and the 
coaching staff of the team!

As the season heads into the last few 
rounds the Rovers A grade and Under 
16s have already secured enough points 
to qualify for the semi finals while the 
Under 19 and 15 teams are currently 
in the top four of their respective 
competitions.

The premiership won by the Under 
7s is now premiership number 72 in 
the club’s proud history, and hopefully 
a few more can be added to the list by 
season’s end.

The Alexandria Rovers boast a proud 
past and promise an even greater future, 
the pride of the inner city. S 

For all the latest news in and around 

the Alexandria Rovers Football Club, 

just log onto the official website 

www.alexandriarovers.com.au

High hoops for local youth

What is Capoeira Angola?

Rovers smile at the Crocodiles

Lauren Jackson with young players at the NCIE    Photo: Jemima Hall

Alex Rovers Under 7s    Photo: Courtesy of South Sydney Junior Rugby League

www.nilsnsw.org.au

NSW Microfinance Network

No Interest Loans Scheme
NILS® is a community managed 
small loan program developed by 
the Good Shepherd Youth & Family 
Service designed to assist low 
income people, i.e., receiving income 
support from Centrelink. Loans for 
around $1,000 are for new essential 
household items, medical goods and 
other worthwhile purposes. 

Phone 1800 509 994 – 9:30am to 4:30pm 
Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
for information/eligibility/schemes in your 
local area.

NILS® is not for emergency relief, bond or rent, 
living expenses or debt repayment. For help with 
credit & debt difficulties, please call the Credit & 
Debt Hotline: Freecall 1800 808 488

Photo: www.capoeiratopazio.com.au
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