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Meet artist 
Teena McCarthy

Andrew Collis

SURRY HILLS: Rainbow Parents in 
Australia, a series of images 
documenting the day-to-day lives of gay 
and lesbian parents and their children, 
opens 6.30pm on Thursday August 16 
at the Surry Hills Library on Crown 
Street. Sydney-based photojournalist 
Isabella Moore has photographed these 
families over a two-year period. 

Associate Professor Nikki Sullivan, 
Critical and Cultural Studies, Macquarie 
University, will officially open 
the exhibition. Nikki and partner, 

Kelly, and their grandson, Levi, 11, 
feature among 16 black-and-white 
photographs celebrating the lives of 
eight different families. 

An Australian with a Peruvian 
mother, Isabella Moore’s interests lie in 
documenting diverse and unique cultures. 
She makes strong ties with her subjects, 
taking care to establish and maintain trust 
and rapport. Rainbow Parents emphasises 
the quality of parenting a couple can give. 

“These photographs are an insight 
into the lives of loving parents and 
their beautiful families,” Miss Moore 
said. “I respected and admired these 
couples for wanting to have families 

with their loved ones, and caring for their 
children so much. It was inspiring to 
see such loving parents,” she said, “and 
the lengths they go to in order to have 
their families.”

That same-sex parents do not receive 
the acknowledgement and support they 
deserve is cause for lament and a spur 
to action. “I want to put out the message 
that marriage evolves the way our culture 
evolves,” Miss Moore said. “If it didn’t, 
marriage would still make the woman 
the property of the man and interracial 
marriage would still be forbidden.”

Rainbow Parents is open to the public 
from August 1-30. It will also show at 

Customs House in Circular Quay early 
next year.

Isabella Moore’s distinctive work is 
attracting attention, widely praised for 
its warmth and boldness. A photograph 
entitled “Bib’s Hotel” (2010) sparked 
controversy for its nudity content and 
triggered debate over censorship in art. 
The story featured on the front page of 
the Sydney Morning Herald.

In 2011, she worked under a cadetship 
contract for the local newspapers of News 
Ltd, reporting on social issues and on-the-
spot news. In January 2011 she flew to 
Queensland to cover the floods crisis for 
the Courier Mail.

In June 2011, she entered her image 
“Bondi is in her eyes” into the Moran 
Photographic Prize (the richest 
photographic prize in the world) and 
was chosen as a top 40 finalist. The work 
was shown in the State Gallery of NSW 
and toured as part of a national one-
year exhibition.

In March 2012 a photograph she took 
at a protest “mock marriage ceremony” 
in the Blue Mountains was the only 
same-sex couple image to be printed in 
The Australian Wedding Book published 
by Penguin Books.   S

www.isabellamoore.com.au

Loving famiLies on show

Tom, Brooke, Sybilla and Angus     Photos: Isabella Moore 
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JOSEPH MEDCALF 

FUNERAL SERVICES
2  Family owned & operated  2 

2  100% Australian & fully independent  2 
2  Pre-Paid & Pre-Arrange Funeral Plans  2

Joseph Medcalf has been serving Sydney since 1880 
and is a long-standing part of the local community. 

We offer personal attention 24 hours a day,  
7 days a week, and cover all Sydney suburbs.

172 Redfern Street, Redfern
9698 2644

Footy fever at Haymarket Hotel   Photo: Jesse Peters

Abercrombie – 
both sides now
Geoff Turnbull

DArLIngTon wILL get its village 
upgrade in 2013, 18 years after it was 
proposed by South Sydney Council. 

Sydney Council resolved in February 
to upgrade and widen the high traffic 
southern side of Abercrombie Street and, 
after lobbying from residents, to look at 
the broader area. Council has concluded 
that the electricity undergrounding 
cannot easily be staged so the upgrade 
will be expanded to cover both sides of 
Abercrombie Street. 

The work already approved includes 
widening and paving the footpath 
between Ivy Lane and Shepherd Street 
on the southern side along with the 

inclusion of sandstone curbing, seats 
and plantings. The flooding of the 
footpath near the corner of Ivy Street is 
also to be addressed. Raised crossings 
are proposed at Ivy and Shepherd Lane 
so pedestrian movements happen on the 
level across roads. It is not clear if these 
give pedestrians or cars right of way.

Unless a flush alternative is found, 
electrical undergrounding by Ausgrid 
will be like King Street Newtown where 
green junction boxes sit on the footpath 
every 3-4 properties. Lawson Street was 
undergrounded many years ago without 
above ground junctions. 

Council expects to come back to the 
Darlington community in September 
for consultation about the expanded 
proposals.   S

Jesse PeTers

THe nIgHT of the final game of State 
of origin, beers were drunk by the 
dozen as pubs all around Sydney were 
buzzing with football fever. nSw and 
Queensland supporters cheered on their 
teams throughout the tight game, but 
the match wasn’t the only thing on the 
minds of sports enthusiasts. 

A group of 180 young students from 
Brisbane popped into Haymarket Hotel on 
George Street during their all-night pub-
crawl. En route from the Abercrombie 
Hotel in Chippendale, these eager football 
supporters filled an already full house of 
blue with shades of maroon. 

On a night such as this, it is easy to 
forget how many drinks you’ve had, as 
you get caught up in the moment. Lilly, 
a 23-year-old student from Queensland, 
states that it is during events such as the 
State of Origin that most of youth binge 
drinking occurs. “That’s definitely when 
binge drinking occurs, especially with 
such a large group of boys. I think in 
our age group, I don’t see how you can 
change that.”

A new campaign from the Australian 
National Preventative Health Agency, 
in partnership with the Australian 
Government, is working on creating a 
change to the culture of binge drinking 
among young adults. The campaign 
will provide funding to 12 of Australia’s 

sporting organisations to limit the amount 
of alcohol sponsorships. 

The campaign aims to offer an 
alternative sponsorship program that 
has more of a positive influence, while 
also promoting responsible drinking. But 
do the youths of Australia think this will 
have an effect on their sports-loving and 
heavy-drinking habits?

Edward, an 18-year-old student, isn’t 
so optimistic. He states: “People are 
going to drink whether it’s sponsored 
or not in sport. I don’t ever watch sport 
and I drink, people drink socially, so it 
wouldn’t help binge drinking.” 

However, Andrew, a 25-year-old 
bartender, thinks the campaign is a good 
start, but needs work: “That’s good, 
but how does it target youths? They’re 
targeting the audience, but the audience 
isn’t always young people.”

As the game neared its end, the bar 
remained full, while shots of various 
spirits, mixed drinks and beers were 
consumed heavily. Queensland overcame 
NSW’s lead, and the final minutes of the 
game saw NSW unable to hit back, losing 
by just one point.

It seemed all doom and gloom for 
NSW as many punters referred to the 
need to drink during sport as part of 
our culture. A final word from Alan, a 
26-year-old barista: “They’re just taking 
one element out; the advertising. Bars 
will still be open.” And that night, bars 
were full to bursting.    S

sAndrA beesTon

CALLS To install lifts at redfern 
station, one of the busiest stations 
in Sydney, have become more and 
more vigorous in recent months 
thanks to the Lift redfern: Make 
redfern Accessible now campaign, 
launched in January by a group 
of local residents. 

Since 2006, Redfern station has 
gone from tenth busiest station 
in the network to sixth, with over 
42,000 entrances and exits per 
weekday. Lift Redfern’s member 
Michael Chapman says: “If we’re 
not having the conversation about 
it, it will be forgotten or it will 
fall down the list again, and this 
is what’s happened with Redfern 
station over the last 20 years.”

The Minister for Transport Gladys 
Berejiklian MP’s response to the 
residents’ petition submitted by 
Kristina Keneally indicates that 
“$100 million have already been 
spent on the first round of upgrades 
in 35 locations, including lifts, 
access ramps and other accessibility 
improvements”. 

Although Redfern station is not 
part of that first round, Ms Berejiklian 
writes that it will be considered for 
future projects.

Graeme Innes, Australia’s Disability 
Discrimination Commissioner, says: 
“I’m pleased that the Government 
is allocating Easy Access funds to 
the places where it’s most needed… 
I can’t see how Redfern, as one of the 

busiest stations in Sydney, wouldn’t 
fall in the category.”

Michael Chapman is aware of the 
huge enterprise that an upgrade of 
the Redfern heritage station would 
represent. However, he says: “We can 
do amazing feats of engineering, we 
have the expertise here in Australia, 
it’s just a matter of biting the bullet.”

The Lift Redfern group met on 
Monday July 16 with the Transport 
Minister’s Senior Policy Adviser, 
and a spokesperson for Transport 
NSW in charge of the Disability 
Access programs. 

Greens Councillor Irene Doutney, 
who organised that meeting, 
says that the outcome was “not 
positive, but not totally negative”. 
She said they tried to introduce 
the idea that, if the upgrade of the 
whole station was not possible, at 
least the installation of one lift on 
the Eastern Suburb line platform 
should be considered.

The petition will be debated 
in Parliament House on August 
23. Clover Moore MP, who will 
be a speaker in the debate, says: 
“I’ve been calling for an upgrade for 
years. I hope that the call of tens of 
thousands of petitioners will make 
this a Government priority.”

The Minister for Transport 
made the following comment: 
“The Transport Access Program 
includes more than $770 million 
over four years and is now delivering 
projects … As part of the program all 
stations across the network are being 
considered for future upgrades.”   S

Sport and binge 
drinking

Prospect of Redfern 
upgrade ‘not totally 
negative’
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devin Gibson

ST PETERS: on a sunny Saturday 
in July the City of Sydney held 
an open information day for its 
newest community project, the 
City Farm. Hundreds of people 
turned out for the City Farm 
Community Day in Sydney 
Park on July 28 where visitors 
embraced the fruit and plant 
giveaways, and gardening 
demonstrations from Angus 
Stewart of ABC’s gardening 
Australia.

 
Entertainment and interaction 

were provided through the ever-
popular Kids’ Zoo which featured 
an alpaca, baby goats, lambs, a 
calf, rabbits, chickens and ducks, 
all of whom were affectionately 
cuddled by scores of children, 
and their parents. Children and 
adults alike were also given the 
opportunity to get their hands 
dirty by planting herbs in the 
mobile garden beds set up for 
the event. 

In her speech, Lord Mayor 
Clover Moore spoke about the 
educational value of the City’s 
partnership with the Powerhouse 
Museum and said that the City 
Farm and the Community Day 

were about “letting children know 
that food doesn’t come from the 
shelves of supermarkets, but that 
it grows in the ground”. Through 
experiencing where their food 
comes from, children can gain a 
greater appreciation of food and 
potentially healthier eating habits.

The concept of the City Farm 
is about connecting people 
and particularly children to 
their food, and the feedback 
the City received from the 
community strongly indicated 
a desire for this connection. If 
the community’s words are put 
into effect the City Farm will be 
an inclusive, innovative, well 
designed, community driven, 
environmentally, socially and 
economically sustainable, 
permaculture-focussed learning 
space filled with small animals, 
organic and local foods, orchards, 
composting, native bees and an 
organic cafe. 

Council originally proposed 
five locations for the City Farm 
project and through a feasibility 
study identified Sydney Park and 
a small section of the Powerhouse 
Museum as the preferred sites. 

The City Farm is being 
developed as a partnership 
between the City of Sydney and 

the Powerhouse Museum. An 
advisory group has been formed 
with community representatives, 
including the Sydney City Farm 
Community Group. Other 
community members are also 
invited to be involved in the City 
Farm with events such as the 
Community Day being a great way 
to allow the community’s voice to 
be heard.

Community members had a 
chance to ask questions about 
the City Farm and provide their 
ideas for activities and programs 
and chat to the Lord Mayor as 
well as members of the City Farm 
Advisory Group.

Overall, there was strong 
support for the city farm 
proposal and more than 150 
people have signed up for City 
Farm news and volunteering 
opportunities.   S

For more information please visit  

sydneyyoursay.com.au

The youTh of Today

APPetite CAfe  
82 Regent St, RedfeRn 
tel 9699 4069

APPETITE
cafe : redfern

+
eople

ood

Youth of todAY, A RegulAR ARtiCle 
on loCAl Youth And RelAted iSSueS, 
iS kindlY SPonSoRed bY APPetite CAfe

Benjamin, 3, with baby animals   Photo: Andrew Collis

Like most of the rest of the world, our eyes will be on 
London for the next couple of weeks. A record breaking 
31 Sydney University athletes are competing in the 2012 
London Olympic and Paralympic Games.

This is the university’s largest ever contingent going to 
an Olympics, more than the 20 athletes who competed in 
Sydney and the 21 who brought back seven medals from 
Beijing in 2008.

Sydney University’s athletes make up nearly 6% of the Australian Olympic team and 
more than 4% of the Australian Paralympic team. They’ll be competing in 10 sports; 
rowing, modern pentathlon, canoe sprint, canoe slalom, cycling, diving, sailing, hockey, 
basketball and water polo. Our paralympians will be seen in swimming, wheelchair 
basketball, athletics and goalball.  We have more competitors in London than many 
small nations.

Sport has always been an integral part of the student experience at the University of 
Sydney. Much of our sporting success is the result of the support provided by our Elite 
Athlete Program run by Sydney Uni Sport and Fitness (SUSF), which helps students 
pursue academic and sporting excellence.

The University and SUSF are in the process of upgrading and expanding some sporting 
facilities. When completed, the extension to the existing Aquatic Centre and a new 
grandstand to be built on Oval No.2 will ensure we can provide first class facilities for 
the benefit of our clubs and the public.

Michael Spence 
Vice-Chancellor

COmmUnity COntACt detAiLS 
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week 
enquiries: 9114 0523  email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

A farm in your 
backyard
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Council Elections 2012

edwArd MAndlA 
(liberAls)

Edward has been an information 

technology professional for nearly 

three decades, holding leadership 

roles in a range of Australian 

and multinational organisations, 

including the Australian Computer 

Society, Alt-U Asia Pacific Executive 

Search, Computer Associates, 

Resumix (now Yahoo) and AST 

Computers (now Samsung). 

He has spent more than 10 years 

making voluntary contributions 

to the broader community, 

with a special emphasis on 

improving computer literacy 

for school children, broadband 

internet access to households 

and work-life balance within the 

information technology sector.

Edward was the Liberal candidate 

for Sydney in the 2007 NSW 

state government election and 

narrowly missed being elected to 

City of Sydney Council in 2008. 

He has extensive knowledge 

and experience of community 

and business issues in Sydney.

Edward is passionately committed 

to getting City of Sydney Council 

back on track as a lean, efficient 

government which supports all 

businesses, large and small.

Edward is a father of four and 

is married to Georgina.

LoCAL governMenT elections in nSw are held every four 
years. elected representatives, known as councillors, work 
together to provide governance for the benefit of the local 
community. An election of the Lord Mayor and councillors 
for the Council of the City of Sydney will be held on Saturday, 
September 8, 2012. The election will be conducted by the 
nSw electoral Commission (www.votensw.info) and all 
enquiries should be directed to them on 1300 135 736.

The following statements were received in response to Charles 
Turnbull’s request that each lord mayoral candidate provide up 
to 300 words in response to the question: As Lord Mayor what 
do you identify as the major issues of concern to our readers and 
how would a Council you lead address them?

lindA sCoTT 
(lAbor)

As the first Labor candidate 

to be selected in a community 

preselection, I’ve been knocking 

on doors and talking with 

residents for many months 

to hear from the community 

what they want Sydney to be. 

Time and again, whether 

chatting at my local park or 

outside the supermarket at 

Waterloo, residents are telling 

me and my Sydney Labor team 

that they feel left out, and that 

the City has lost its sense of 

community. My vision for the 

future is a City for everyone.

Living in Erskineville, I know 

how important South Sydney 

is. I will advocate for a return to 

wards to ensure we have true 

local representation for South 

Sydney. And I’ll fight for the creation 

of important local services like 

council-run childcare and community 

transport between suburbs.

I live and raise my two small 

children in the City, and strongly 

believe it must be a safe place for 

all of us. We need to put an end 

to alcohol-related violence in our 

City’s nightlife. Sydney Labor will 

work to ensure the City is a place 

for fun, promoting live music and 

community festivals, but not at the 

expense of our personal safety. 

In stark contrast to the Liberal 

State Government, I’m committed 

to ensuring the community has a 

say on local developments. Sydney 

Labor will push for community 

developer accords to ensure 

the community has a seat at the 

table at the start of the planning 

process – not at the end when 

the deal has been done.

Sydney Labor will also implement 

a tree-planting program across the 

City to make our streets greener and 

attract wildlife back to our suburbs. 

I’m proud of Labor’s history 

of strong representation for 

South Sydney, and I’ll fight to 

ensure we return to a policy of 

local jobs for local people. 

AnGelA viThoulkAs 
(livinG sydney)

I share the very serious concerns 

of the people of the LGA of 

Sydney. The most pressing issue 

is the 24-hour liquor licences 

and the alcohol-fuelled violence 

that affects our local residents. 

As Lord Mayor, the Council 

I lead will not approve any 

24-hour liquor-licensed venues 

and we will ensure that ALL 

applications for licensed 

venues MUST go before the full 

Council and not be dealt with 

under delegated authority.  

We will also ensure that 

conditions of consent are in 

line with community objectives, 

will be closely monitored by 

dramatically increasing the 

number of compliance officers 

and heavy fines issued to 

those in breach. The conditions 

of consent will be required 

to be displayed prominently 

at each venue entry.  

Living Sydney believes that the 

current Council philosophy of 

approving residential developments 

without parking or having 

minimal parking is contrary to the 

needs of the existing residents. 

Residential developments 

MUST have adequate parking 

and as Lord Mayor, the Council 

I lead will not approve any DAs 

without sufficient parking. 

I do not support high-rise 

development in areas where it is 

clearly unsuitable and contrary to 

the amenity and heritage of the 

existing residential community, 

particularly in regards to loss of 

light, lack of regard for existing 

infrastructure and traffic flow.

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

PePsee
C U T  &  CO L O U R  H A I R S A L O N

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available

276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008

Mobile: 0403 110 832

Assure 
Psychology

UrbAn nAtUre wellbeing centre 

216 enmore rd (cnr edgewAre rd) 

enmore nsw 2042

caring, confidential psychological services 

to help you deal with life’s difficulties

bulk billing available on referral from gP

contact elizabeth munro on 0408 612 808  

or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

262 Abercrombie St, DArlington
Ph: 9698 8677   oPen 7 DAyS
mon-Fri 7Am-5Pm    SAt-Sun 8Am-4Pm

triPoD cAFetriPoD cAFe

St George’s 
Church 
Five Ways
245 Glenmore Road  
Paddington

An inclusive 
Anglican church

9am Holy Communion 
every Sunday

7pm Holy Communion 
1st & 3rd Sundays

Evening Prayer 2nd 
& 4th Sundays

Rev. Clive Watkins  
9360 6356
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LEGAL MATTERS 
 by MARk HANNA

Good Will Week –  
protecting the ones you love
Flying overseas soon? been divorced? Changed relationships? 
Own your own house or have a mortgage? Have children? 
Chances are you are one of the 45 per cent of Australians 
who don’t have a will. Maybe you don’t think you need one. 
Or don’t figure on dying soon! Who does? Perhaps you 
should take the opportunity during Good Will Week, August 
5-11, to re-think your position and protect those you love.

Dying without a will 
If you die without a will, you die “intestate”. This means, 
without a will, no-one knows who you wanted to benefit from 
whatever property you may own. your assets would then be 
distributed according to a pre-determined formula with certain 
family members receiving a defined percentage of your assets, 
despite what you may have wished. Dying intestate can result 
in your surviving spouse, partner, family and friends suffering 
unnecessary financial hardship and emotional stress. If you 
are in a de-facto or same sex relationship, it is necessary to 
supply sworn evidence that the relationship existed. If you 
die intestate and have no surviving relatives closer than 
cousins, the State Government will receive your estate.

Life events  
It is advisable to regularly review your will as your circumstances 
change so that it accurately reflects your current wishes. 
Situations where you may want to update your will include: 
Marriage; Separation or divorce; Starting or ending a de-facto 
relationship; birth of children or grandchildren; your children 
have remarried or divorced and have extended families; 
The executor named in the will, is seriously ill or has died; 
your spouse or partner or other beneficiary has died.

Is your will valid? 
Unless married, you must be over 18 years old to draft a 
will. It must be in writing – it can be handwritten, typed or 
printed. It must be signed by the person making the will and 
witnessed by two or more witnesses (beneficiaries should 
not be a witness as it may cancel out their entitlement).

“Testamentary capacity” is also an issue. This doesn’t just 
effect the old and mentally ill. To have capacity: you know the 
legal effect of a Will; you must be aware of the extent of your 
assets; you must be aware of the people who would normally 
be expected to benefit from your estate; you must not be 
prevented by reason of mental illness or mental disease from 
reaching rational decisions as to who is to benefit from your will.

De-facto or same-sex relationships without a will 
If your partner can satisfy the legal requirements proving 
the relationship, they may be entitled to share in your 
estate on your death. The necessity of proving the 
relationship can result in additional expense and distress 
at a time when they are grieving. It is much easier to 
draft a will naming your partner as a beneficiary.

Storing a will 
It is important to store your original will in a safe 
place. Tell someone close to you where it is stored. It is 
common for family and friends to know a will existed 
but be unable to locate it when it mattered.

Who can contest a will? 
In some circumstances, friends or relatives who believe 
they have not been sufficiently provided for are entitled to 
contest your will. Claimants are usually spouses or children 
but can include a de-facto partner, any other dependants, 
or a former spouse. The person needs to convince the 
Court that you failed to make adequate provisions for 
their maintenance, education or advancement in life.

If you need to draft a will you can get a do-it-yourself 
kit, but unless you understand the issues above well, you 
may want to see a competent lawyer who drafts wills or 
possibly get assistance from the NSW Trustee & Guardian. 
However you do it, having a valid will in place will help 
ensure that when you die, your loved ones are cared for.

Mark Hanna is the Principal of Mark Hanna Lawyers.

Clover Moore 
(indePendenT)

When the Independent team was 
elected in 2004 we developed 
Sustainable Sydney 2030, a 
long-term vision for the city. 
Now we’re carrying out the work. 

We’ve upgraded about 90 
children’s playgrounds and open 
spaces throughout the city and 
built award-winning facilities like 
Surry Hills Library, Waterloo Youth 
Facility, Paddington Reservoir 
Gardens, the Ian Thorpe Aquatic 

Centre and the soon-to-be-finished 
Prince Alfred Park Pool.

We’ve planted 7,000 trees — part 
of our plan to increase the canopy 
by 50 per cent. We’re retrofitting 
our buildings, reducing waste, 
improving energy and water 
performance across the city and 
installing LED street lights. 

We care for our diverse communities, 
free rates to pensioners, expanding 
aged and community services, 
providing 32 per cent more childcare 
places and more for homeless people 
than any other council in Australia.

On Oxford and William streets, 
we’re providing affordable space for 
creative and start up businesses. 
We’re investing in the city’s major 
creative and cultural festivals. 

We’ve championed small bars 
and have seen a renaissance in 

live music and cool places for 
people to meet friends.

We have done this with debt-
free budgets and investments 
to finance future projects over 
the next decade. Our plan is to 
take the city off the coal-fired 
grid, with low-carbon precincts 
powered by trigeneration. 

Green Square is Australia’s 
biggest urban renewal project. 
We’re investing in community 
facilities so it works for the people 
who live and work in the area. 

Traffic congestion costs our city 
$4 billion a year. Unchecked it will 
double by the end of the decade. 
We’re investing in transport 
options including a bike network 
and car share. We’re campaigning 
for a light rail network — with 
$180 million for the George 
Street light rail project.

denis doherTy 
(housinG ACTion)

As many as 20 per cent of our 
residents are living in housing 
stress and often have to choose 
between rent and food. Housing 
stress contributes to family and 
social breakdown, poverty, poor 
health, unemployment and other 
problems. Our new Sydney City 

Council would use its resources 
to address this housing crisis, 
believing that a home is a human 
right, not a source of profit. 

A major first step would be to 
invest heavily in public housing and 
public infrastructure, increasing 
the proportion of public housing 
in Sydney to 20 per cent, and 
to end all privatisation of public 
land. Our Council would work for 
sustainable, socially balanced 
development to meet our city’s 
housing requirements and to stop 
private profit from winning out over 
community needs and wishes. 

Our Council would resist the heavy 
pressure coming from a heartless 
State Government – that does not 
even have a housing minister – to 
cut public housing even further and 

socially cleanse the poor out of the 

Sydney area. We would also need 

to be a fighting council to resist 

the pressure from the big end of 

town and protect our community 

from over-development. 

We would re-introduce wards and 

hold regular ward meetings to 

ensure there is transparent and 

participatory democracy. We would 

support a referendum on any Council 

issue as long as 10 per cent of 

residents call for it. Housing Action 

is made up of people from local 

resident action groups and has a 

mix of gender and indigenous – a 

snapshot of the diversity of the City 

of Sydney. Our new Council will 

fight for the interests of everyone 

in our City, not just the rich.

 

irene douTney 
(Greens)

There are different issues for 

different areas but I believe the 

overall concerns for residents 

of the City of Sydney LGA are 

inappropriate and over-development, 

associated traffic and transport 

issues, a lack of meaningful 

input into the decision-making 

of Council particularly around 

new development, and the lack of 

affordable and sustainable housing.

If elected as Lord Mayor the first 
initiative I would introduce would 
be a system of precinct committees 
based on the successful examples 
of LGAs like North Sydney, where 
residents would be given access to 
all development applications and 
policy documents that relate to their 
precinct. Such committees would be 
supported by Council but would be 
independent and have a stronger 
input into Council decision-making.

These precinct committees would be 
made up of residents/tenants, local 
business and community service 
providers and would look at how we 
can protect the unique nature of 
individual precincts and how we can 
make all development sustainable, well 
designed and environmentally friendly. 

All large-scale development would 
need to provide holistic Social Impact 
Assessments which would include 
traffic and transport impact studies.

My Green Sydney would prioritise the 

creation of sustainable streets and 

innovative, green development with 

an emphasis on green roofs and walls, 

and increased urban forest corridors 

with high biodiversity values.

The Greens would also prioritise 

the development of affordable 

and alternative types of housing 

that would support low-income 

residents and ensure that Sydney 

is a city for everyone not just the 

wealthy. We would encourage the 

development of co-operatives and 

community land trusts and investigate 

other forms of alternative housing. 

We would also work to protect and 

improve conditions for public housing 

tenants and boarding house residents. 

Our priorities would be 

grassroots democracy, social 

and economic justice and 

environmental sustainability.

LOCaL GOVERNMENT COMMuNITY FORuMS
Combined Residents 
Group 
7pm Aug 15, 
Alexandria Town Hall  
www.erskinevillevillage.org  
www.arag.org.au 

REDWatch 
6pm Aug 16, 
The Factory Raglan St 
Waterloo 
www.redwatch.org.au

Glebe Society 
7pm Aug 21, 
Glebe Public School  
9-25 Derwent Street 
(enter through Derwent St) 
www.glebesociety.org.au

Potts Point Partnership 
6pm Aug 23, 
St Vincent’s College  
Potts Point 
(Victoria St entrance) 
RSVP  

admin@pottspointpartnership.com.au 
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As MAyor of the City of Botany for 
the past 30 years, I’ve worked hard to 
deliver better facilities and services 
for all our local residents. Perhaps my 
proudest achievement was to oversee 
the transformation of polluting, 
noxious industrial areas into resident-
friendly housing areas.

Where people once tried to avoid 
our area they now want to make their 
homes here and raise their families. A 
lot’s been done in our area over three 
decades but there is more to be done, 
and the State Parliament is the place 
to get it done. 

I’m running for the State seat of 
Heffron because I don’t want our area 
taken for granted on important issues 
like transport, roads, the environment 
and over-development.

 Our area is growing, with thousands 
of residents moving in every year. We 
need a local Member who will work 
hard to keep the balance right between 
growth and the needs of local residents.

 Our community needs someone 
who will: Oppose the privatisation of 

Sydney Buses, because we need better 
public transport not cuts; Fight against 
over-development and the power 
being taken out of local hands on 
important planning decisions; Oppose 
the privatisation and expansion of Port 
Botany, because we can’t afford more 
trucks on our already clogged and 
congested roads; Fight the Liberals’ 
cuts to jobs and services; Campaign 
for a second airport for Sydney to take 
pressure off our area.

 We must also work hard to ensure 
that those who work hard for a living 
are given the opportunity to succeed, 
and that those who cannot are not left 
behind.

 Education, a health system that 
treats all, a sound employment-
generating economy, effective public 
transport, a protected and sustainable 
environment, proper urban planning, 
a proper and fair justice system, these 
and many more policies can bring 
people in from what a former US 
President once described as the 
“outskirts of hope”.

We can do it and we will do it.   S

Jemima Hall

WATERLOO: on Thursday August 
2 The Factory Community Centre 
hosted a candidates forum organised 
by rEDWatch and chaired by Geoff 
Turnbull. since former Premier Kristina 
Keneally announced her resignation as 
Member for Heffron in June, it became 
apparent that the ALP’s ron Hoening 
and the Greens’ Mehreen Faruqi would 
contest the seat at a by-election on 
August 25. The Liberals have chosen 
not to field a candidate.

About 30 people came together to 
discuss the visions and policies of the 
candidates. The gathering was one of 
optimism and passion. The community 
holds a lot of anger over lack of attention 
to transport, public health, public housing 
and same-sex marriage and is demanding 
immediate action by the next Member 
for Heffron.

Mehreen Faruqi assured the meeting 
that the Greens have a firm action 
plan when addressing sustainable 

development and accessible transport. 
Dr Faruqi informed the audience that 
with a background in civil/environmental 
engineering and lecturing, she felt 
comfortable with the level of work needed 
to ensure the community of participation 
and support. Dr Faruqi believes in 
multiculturalism and has actively been 
involved in sustainability and social 
justice projects for over 15 years.

Labor’s Ron Hoenig has been Mayor 
of the City of Botany Bay for over 30 
years. Mr Hoenig, a Barrister at Law 
and a Public Defender, delivered a 
relaxed but firm address, arguing that 
it was Heffron’s time to fight for its 
demands, and that he would be proud 
to fight for his community. “As a born, 
raised and educated member of the 
Heffron community,” he said, “I would 
take it upon myself to represent the 
community.”

Despite the cold, the solid turnout 
reflected Heffron’s active engagement 
and concern for better choices within 
a multifaceted and multicultural 
neighbourhood.   S

FroM WHAT local residents are telling 
me, it is clear that the major issues 
facing Heffron are the same issues the 
Greens have been campaigning on in 
the area for years. Public education, 
public transport and development 
are core responsibilities of state 
Government. 

The Carr-Iemma-Rees-Keneally Labor 
Governments initiated the process of 
privatising key public assets, cutting 
public services and approving large, 
unsustainable developments while 
ignoring community concerns, and the 
O’Farrell government is following in their 
footsteps.

There has been a strong community 
backlash to the recent cuts to public 
school funding, particularly as they 
hit the neediest children hardest. For a 

small saving in the overall State budget, 
programs that provide additional speech 
therapy and other support services for 
students with disabilities are being 
slashed. Alexandria Park Public School, 
which is in the electorate, will lose 
$74,000 a year.

The Greens is the only party that 
supports injecting the $5 billion proposed 
by the Gonski Review to better fund 
education, and the only party which 
supports restoring special needs funding.

I have campaigned with residents who 
are tired of waiting as both Labor and 
Liberals have unnecessarily delayed on 
upgrades to local train stations, such 
as Redfern, to provide mobility access. 
If elected I will fight for an immediate 
upgrade to Redfern station and improved 
bus services in Heffron.

Governments of all stripes have 

steamrolled the rights of residents in 
favour of big developers. The Greens 
support appropriate development in 
appropriate locations, which means 
transport and other infrastructure 
needs to be upgraded to match 
population increases. 

More needs to be done for young 
workers and families to ensure that they 
can reside in a liveable and affordable 
community. The planned sale of public 
housing in Redfern will be extended 
further south into Erskineville or 
Daceyville. It’s outrageous that a Labor 

Government instigated this process. 
It will be a tough campaign but 

my job is to convince the voters of 
Heffron that the Greens are the only 
party with a positive vision for a 
livable, affordable and diverse local 
community.   S

Ron Hoenig  
(Labor) – standing up 
for community

Heffron, it’s on!

Mehreen Faruqi  
(Greens) – sharing hope

REDWatch’s Heffron Candidates Forum – Mehreen Faruqi (Greens), Geoff Turnbull (chairperson) and Ron Hoenig (Labor)   Photo: Lyn Turnbull

Mayor Ron Hoenig will be holding mobile offices across Heffron to listen to what local residents have to say   Photo: Supplied

Mehreen campaigning with South Sydney residents for accessible train stations   Photo: Supplied
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Jesse Peters

Balmain resident Frances milne 
was recently awarded the Order of 
australia during this year’s Queen’s 
Birthday celebrations. Frances 
discusses why she decided to accept 
the award and why she wants to stop 
being a silent hero when it comes to 
asylum seekers. 

Founding member of numerous 
suppo r t  g roups  f o r  re fugee s , 
Frances Milne has finally accepted 
acknowledgement for her work. Having 
previously refused the award, Frances’s 
selfless work has assisted asylum seekers 
in relation to their refused applications 
for resettlement. 

Frances founded the volunteer-
based organisation known as Balmain 
for Refugees and it offers a range of 
support services to asylum seekers. She 
explains: “We run a broad network and 
it involves many different visitor groups 
to Villawood. We assist failed asylum 
seekers whom we believe have been 
wrongly found to not be in danger if 
they are returned.” 

In order to undergo activities, 
including finding asylum seekers 
legal representation, planning court 
hearings and writing countless letters 
to government organisations, Frances 
explains: “We undergo detective work 
to find the information on their claims.” 

Frances’s unpaid and heroic work has 
put her in the limelight this year, but 
this wasn’t the first time she had been 
offered the award. “I haven’t ever been 
inclined to accept this offer to put me on 
a pedestal. There are other silent heroes, 
including those who care for disabled 
children,” she says. “In the past, I’ve 

taken the view that within a family, if 
one member takes a public role, behind 
the scenes there is another member 
doing an equal amount of work.”

Her humble acceptance of the award 
came as a result of the recent political 
turmoil around asylum seeker policy, 
and the change in cultural attitudes. 
“The reason I accepted [the award] 
now is because of the shameful way that 
policy has used ‘boat people’ so now 
they have become the most despised 
and hated group to come to Australia. 
That culture, that’s been spawned by 
politicians, has affected policy making 
and the courts. You have the whole 
culture infected by these attitudes.”

Frances hopes that by accepting this 
award she can create enough awareness 
to stop “leadership brawls”. She is also 

heartened by her recent call to fame as 
it shows that the Governor-General and 
agencies of government deem her work 
honourable. 

With 700,000 people seeking asylum 
within Australia, only 100,000 people 
will be resettled. Last year, 183,000 
people were admitted because they were 
skilled workers. 

When asked about the future, Frances 
provides a double-edged sword: “We 
recognise that needs will never be met 
and inevitably there will be too many 
people coming to Australia. Our urgent 
need is the here and now because people 
are dying now.”

Frances offers hope in a dim stalemate 
on policy as she states: “I’m pleased 
that at least all the parties are calling for 
increased intake of asylum seekers.”    S

Geoff turnbull

REDFERN: the owners of the GCa/
tnt towers presented preliminary 
concept ideas for the refurbishment and 
heightening of the landmark towers 
adjacent to redfern railway station 
to interested community members at 
redfern Community Centre in late July. 

The proposal is to increase the height 
of the towers from 12 to the 18 storeys 
allowed under RWA’s Built Environment 
Plan and turn the bulk of the site into 
162 residential units with retail at street 
level. They also propose five levels of 
commercial space that would allow 
the Police to continue to operate from 

the building. The current plans do 
not address police car issues around 
the building.

Currently the basement is inaccessible 
for parking and a car lift is being 
considered from the pedestrian concourse 
near the RSL to allow 22 car spaces 
within the building. Concerns have been 
raised about the lift location in a high 
pedestrian area. The building owners 
have an additional 88 parking spaces 
being built as part of the redevelopment 
of the old car park behind the RSL 
building, which would be available to 
new residential occupants.

There is significant interest in the 
development from the community 
following leafleting for the meeting with 

20 comments being received prior to the 
meeting. Concerns raised so far include 
the impacts on surrounding buildings, 
resident and visitor parking and how the 
building design could affect the existing 
wind tunnel.

While the plans are not yet finalised 
it is proposed to significantly rework the 
skin and layout of the existing buildings 
to create a new façade around the current 
structure rather than just build additional 
storeys on to what is currently there. 
Graphics and preliminary plans for the 
proposal can be found under “1 Lawson 
Square Redfern” on the Planning NSW 
Major Projects website.   S

 
Feedback can be sent to hello@scottcarver.com.au

ssH

sOuth sydney mourns the passing 
of yvonne Carol (nan) Phillips, late 
of the Block in redfern (december 
22, 1940 – July 15, 2012). yvonne will 
be deeply missed by her husband 
richard and her many children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren 
and great-great-grandchild.

 
A funeral service was held for 

Yvonne on Monday, July 23, at The 
Block Main Amphitheatre. Several 
hundred mourners,  inc luding 
representatives of Wyanga Aboriginal 
Aged Care, The Settlement, Tribal 
Warrior, Redfern Community Centre, 
Babana Men’s Group, the Aboriginal 
Housing Company, the AMS in Redfern, 
the NCIE, the City of Sydney, the 
Rabbitohs, Koori Radio, Redfern Police 
and various churches, community and 
government organisations gathered 

with family and friends to pay their 
respects to a woman described as 
faithful, inspirational and loving – “a 
strong woman of God”.

The service was led by Pastor Willie 
Dumas and Pastor Peter Walker, with 
songs by Aunty Allie Golding and 
Michael Donovan who performed a 

lovely version of “Look At Us” by Vince 
Gill: “If you want to see/How true love 
should be/Then just look at us.”

Following the committal at the 
Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park in 
Matraville, family and friends gathered 
for refreshments at Redfern Community 
Centre.   S

No longer a silent hero

A little bit higher now

Yvonne Phillips – faithful, inspirational

Frances Milne   Photo: Jesse Peters

Service for Yvonne Phillips   Photo: Andrew Collis
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Andrew Collis

on SunDAy August 12, Adrian Spry 
will run the Sun-Herald City2Surf for 
Cystic Fibrosis nSw. The waterloo 
local is an artist and teacher, a 
keen road-runner and member of 
the ravens running group. He has 
competed in recent Sydney Half 
Marathons as well as this year’s Sun 
run from Dee why to Manly. He’s 
looking forward to taking up the 
14km challenge on behalf of a cause 
he believes in.

Originally a parent self-help 
group, Cystic Fibrosis NSW has 
gradually employed a growing staff 
of professionals to provide a range 
of support services, an information 
and education service, and an 
advocacy service.

The organisation has a vision of 
people living lives unaffected by CF, a 
mission to improve the quality of life 
for people with CF and their carers, and 
a goal to support services, education 
and research to benefit people with 
CF. It provides a home visiting support 
service, which includes a range of 
counselling services as well as practical 
support and treatment in the home to 
lighten the load of families caring for a 
child or young person with CF. It has 
a Peer Support Program and a Country 
Outreach service.

It also raises funds for research, 
which are directed to the Australian 
Cystic Fibrosis Research Trust. 

“Sometimes we think it’s hard to run, 
but think how hard it is for someone 
living with Cystic Fibrosis,” Adrian 
said. “I’m inspired to do something 

that might just make a difference for 
someone who can’t breathe without 
effort.”   S

You can support Adrian by making 

a donation at www.fundraise.

city2surf.com.au/adrian_spry_29

Andrew Collis

STePHAnIe HAyTer loves rugby 
league, and her beloved Jets are 
currently sixth on the nSw Cup 
ladder, with 11 wins and 9 losses.

 
She rarely misses a home game at 

Henson Park and knows the players 
by name – present stars as well as the 
legends of the game: Charles “Chicka” 
Cahill, the premiership-winning 
Newtown forward in the 1940s, actively 
involved with the Bluebags (known 
as the Jets since the mid-70s) over 40 
years; Frank “Bumper” Farrell, a life-long 
Newtown icon and long-serving member 
of the NSW Police, who led Newtown 
to the Bluebag’s last premiership title 
in 1943 against a skillful North Sydney 
team captain-coached by Frank Hyde; 
Tommy Raudonikis; Steve Bowden; and 
Bob Bennett (brother of Wayne). She has 
an impressive collection of memorabilia 
and takes pride in the club’s history.

 Established in 1908 (at the same time 
as the Glebe “Dirty Reds”), Newtown 
was one of the founding members of 
the NSW Rugby Football League. They 
competed continuously in the NSWRFL 
premiership until their departure in 
1983. Over this period they won the 
competition three times. The thrilling 
1981 season saw an inspired charge into 
the grand final, sadly ending in a narrow 
defeat by Parramatta.

 These days the Jets are in partnership 
with fellow foundation club, the 
Sydney Roosters.

 Reunion Day looms large on the 
royal-blue-and-white calendar, and this 
year’s event on Saturday August 25 at 
Henson Park promises a family-friendly 
barbecue, merchandise stall and a 
gripping contest between the Jets and 
the Illawarra Cutters. Kick-off is 3pm.   S

 
www.newtownjets.com

Andrew Collis

JuLy 20-27 saw local engineer and 
electrician, Stephen Creak, compete in the 
2012 world Masters Squash Tournament 
in Birmingham. The tournament was 
held at the Solihull Arden Squash Club, 
west warwicks Squash Club, Priory 
Club edgbaston and edgbaston Campus 
Birmingham university. entries exceeded 
500. “There is a great camaraderie with 
squash players re-uniting from all over 
the world,” Steve said.

Steve won his first match 3-0 against a 
player from the Netherlands. He went on 
to win two and lose two. “International 
competition is very hot, even in my age-
group,” he said.

Steve has been playing for 37 years. 

“I have played in two previous world 
titles (Cape Town in 2006 where I won 
the Special Plate and Christchurch in 
2008),” he said. “I played at State Grade 
level 20 years ago and now play A Grade. 
My best win was winning the Victorian 
State Masters Men’s 60-65 year title in 
April 2011.”

Steve plays squash because it is very 
good for maintaining a high level of 
fitness which supports a good physical 
wellbeing and is a deterrent to disease 
and sickness. “The challenge also seems 
to sharpen my reflexes and acuity not only 
on the court but off the court in business 
dealings and general day-to-day activities,” 
he said. Along with yoga, running and 
weight training, squash is “a great tonic 
for maintaining a happy and balanced 
lifestyle”.   S

City2Surf for Cystic Fibrosis
Reader Profile: adrian Spry

‘Hear the Bluebags humming, Newtown…’
Reader Profile:  
Stephanie hayter

Master of 
balanced lifestyle
Reader Profile: Stephen Creak

Adrian Spry with children, Isabel and Ollie   Photo: Andrew Collis

Stephanie Hayter in Jets 1981 Retro Jersey   Photo: Andrew Collis

Tax relief for Sydney 
households

Labor has increased the amount Australians can 
earn before they pay any tax – from $6,000 per 
year to $18,200.

This means that from July this year, over 
600,000 working Australians will stop paying 
income tax. And ever yone earning up to 
$80,000 will get a tax cut, with most workers 
paying $300 less tax every year.

Supporting Sydney households to get ahead in 
life is what Labor believes in.

That’s why we also:

•  Lifted the income threshold for students from 
$236 to $400 per fortnight without their 
payments being affected;

•  Gave young people on Youth Allowance, 
Austudy or other benefits an upfront payment 
as part of Labor’s Household Assistance 
Package;

•  Introduced a new Schoolkids bonus for 
families on Family Tax Benefit Part A – 
$410 for each primary and $820 for each 
secondary school child every year;

•  Boosted payments for those same families 
with teenagers 16-19 still at school by up to 
$4,200 per teenager a year;

•  Delivered an upfront payment to low‑income 
families as part of Labor’s Household 
Assistance Package; and

•  Increased the childcare rebate to 50% –  
worth up to $7,500 per child each year.

These tax-cuts build on the Federal Labor 
Government's record of cutting tax for every 
Australian.

They are big savings which will help people in 
our community with the cost of living.

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP
 Labor Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Chippendale NSW 2008
9379 0700 | Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Skills for All Australians
Major refor m of  the VET (vocat ional 
educat ion and tra ining) system is  wel l 
overdue.

The jobs of  the future will be high skilled. 
Australians need to have access to training now 
to get the qualifications they need to fill the jobs 
of  tomorrow.

We will need more skilled health and 
community workers, engineers, IT specialists 
and construction workers. 

Skills Australia estimates that in the five years 
to 2015, Australia will need an additional 2.1 
million people in the workforce with VET 
qualifications.

In response to these challenges, the Gillard 
Government has committed $1.75 billion over 
five years for a new skills reform National 
Partnership Agreement with the states.

We are working to deliver access to a government 
subsidised training place, at least to a Certificate 
III level, to all Australians in order to improve 
their skills and help them get a job with a 
brighter future.

The entitlement will mean there are more 
providers out there offering training with 
government subsidies. On the ground, this 
means there will be more training options in 
more places.

We want to give VET students the same 
opportunity that university students have had 
for years – the chance to defer their upfront 
payments through student loans.

These critical VET reforms will be put to the 
states and territories at the  April meeting of  the 
Council of  Australian Governments (COAG). 

They will help break down the barriers to 
training so all Australians can access the 
qualifications they need to create a brighter 
future for themselves – a better job, a better pay 
packet, and better job security.

Tanya Plibersek
Federal Member for Sydney

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP
 Labor Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Chippendale NSW 2008
9379 0700 | Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au
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packet, and better job security.

Tanya Plibersek
Federal Member for Sydney
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faith
sue eMeleus

I wAS very glad to read Bishop 
John McIntyre’s column in last 
month’s SSH, giving his much 
more relaxed and open view of 
the current marriage debate than 
would sometimes be expressed by 
my Sydney Anglican colleagues.

When John was the Anglican 
minister in South Sydney, and before 
I came to St George’s, Paddington, 
he invited me to facilitate some 
intensive study weeks for a group 
of Indigenous students who were 
associated with the Crossroads 
Fellowship in Redfern. They were 
doing distance courses through 
Nungalinya College in Darwin, and 
would come from different parts of 
NSW to do intensive weeks of study. 

At my first meeting with them, 
during afternoon tea, I met Col, 
an artist from Mogo in southern 
NSW. We introduced ourselves and 
Col asked me how many children 
I had. I told him four, and he said, 
“Did you have any miscarriages?” 
I was taken a little by surprise at 
such a question at our first meeting, 
but I was able to tell him about 
my two miscarriages. And he 
listened intently. Later that night 
I was reflecting on the sacredness 
of that conversation. There was 
no embarrassment, just heart-to-
heart sharing of our stories. I was 
stunned the next morning to find 
that Col had drawn a picture of 
a family of dolphins, obviously 
representing my family, with the 
two smallest members shaded much 
more darkly than the others, and 
floating towards the bottom. He had 
used my whiteboard markers and 
drawn the picture on an old sheet 
of gyprock that was resting against 
the wall of the room where we 
studied together. At the end of 
the week I asked the group if they 
minded if I took the picture home. 
They helped me load it into my 
car. I’ve had it framed and it has 
pride of place in our living room.

I used the word “sacred” in the 
above description, because that is 
how it felt to me. In some ways, 
Indigenous Australians can be said 
to experience the sacred “from 
below”. That is, their experience 
of the sacred comes from the earth 
rather than from heaven. The dove, 
representing the Holy Spirit in the 
Uniting Church’s emblem, seems 
to be coming from somewhere 
above. But my shaded dolphins 
are very much “below”. And they 
are something to be spoken about. 
Australians who came here from 
across the seas are reluctant 
to speak about the sacred, and 
someone has even suggested that 
such reluctance might be related 
to our embarrassment or shame 
about dispossessing Indigenous 
Australians who are so easily able 
to speak about their spirituality. 
That spirituality is linked to their 
place, to who they are and where 
they are. We have so much to learn 
from Indigenous Australians. I am 
hoping that some of them might 
write this column from time to time 
and explain to us how sacredness 
attaches to their stories and their 
feeling for the land in a way which 
many of us admire, even envy. 
Paddington is now in the circulation 
area of the SSH, so I look forward to 
the faith stories.   S

Rev. Sue Emeleus is Assistant 
Minister at St George’s Anglican 
Church in Paddington.  

GAi sMiTh

On THurSDAy July 26, the 
women’s reconciliation network 

presented a panel of three excellent 
speakers to address the issues 
surrounding the proposed referendum 
to change Australia’s constitution. 

Readers may remember that there 
was an energetic session at the Redfern 
Community Centre last September, 
when members of the Panel on 
Constitutional Recognition of Aborigines 
and Torres Strait Islanders came to 
engage us in the conversation that 
began in May 2011 with their discussion 
paper. The gathering at the RCC on July 
26 was smaller but just as energetic!

Dianne Hiles welcomed us all on 
behalf of the WRN, and Aunty Rasme 
Prior gave the welcome to country. 
The first speaker was Jodi Broun, 
Joint Chair of the National Congress 
of First Peoples, who outlined how the 
Congress is structured, and the help it 
has given the Panel in drawing up the 
wording for the proposed amendment. 
She pointed out that many countries 
which have indigenous populations, for 
example in South America, have clauses 
in their constitutions that recognise 
their first peoples, and promote 
non-discrimination. There is strong 
hope for real change in the recognition 
of Aboriginal identity and culture that 

will benefit the whole nation and 
contribute to genuine reconciliation.     

Jacqui Phillips, National Director of 
ANTaR, spoke of the aim to achieve 
something of real benefit to Indigenous 
people, not just a symbolic act. The 
package of amendments proposed 
by the Panel – which included 
representatives of every political party 
– must be enacted in their entirety, 
making a noticeable change in the 
disadvantage suffered by Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait peoples, but also 
changing all our lives, and how we 
see ourselves as Australians, as well 
as how the rest of the world sees us. 

Linda Burney MLA, Member for 
Canterbury and former Chair of the 

NSW Reconciliation Council, spoke 
of the recognition of truth, justice and 
rights, and quoted Mick Dodson who 
said: “Social justice is what faces you 
in the morning. It is awakening in a 
house with adequate water supply, 
cooking facilities and sanitation. It is 
the ability to nourish your children 
and send them to school where their 
education not only equips them for 
employment but reinforces their 
knowledge and understanding of 
their cultural inheritance. It is the 
prospect of genuine employment and 
good health: a life of choices and 
opportunity, free from discrimination.” 

In times of economic difficulty, we 
can be focused on our own needs, and 

if you are living in poverty, recognition 
of Aboriginal people’s identity and rights 
may not seem to have priority. But if 
the national awareness campaign can 
lift our minds and hearts to the level 
of unity and enthusiasm that saw the 
1967 referendum pass so successfully, 
this can be a high point in our nation’s 
history. The timing and nature of 
the question lost the 1990 republic 
referendum about Australia becoming 
a republic. If we can’t be confident 
that the amendments will be carried, 
we shouldn’t rush this referendum.

There will be a campaign to 
raise national awareness of the 
referendum in the coming months. 

The Expert Panel unanimously 
endorsed a specific proposal to 
amend the Constitution. If adopted 
this amendment would: Recognise 
the prior occupation and continuing 
cultures, languages and heritage of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples; Acknowledge the continuing 
relationship of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples to these lands 
and waters; Remove the ability of States 
and Territories to bar certain races 
from voting [section 25]; Remove the 
capacity of governments to make laws to 
the detriment of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples or the people of 
any race [section 51 (xxvi)]; Insert a 
protection against discrimination on the 
basis of race, colour or ethnicity.   S

editori al
ssh

L oCAL TeACHerS have criticised 
the o’Farrell government’s Local 

Schools, Local Decisions policy. Instead 
of providing regional services, funding 
goes directly to schools through a new 
funding formula, based on nAPLAn 
results and prevalence ratios. The 
formula means that while many schools 
are better off in the short term, up to 
272 schools in the state, including 
several in the South Sydney area, have 
less funds for disability services.

It’s not just that a formula for 
determining prevalence of autism (1/100) 
fails to account for particular rates at 
particular schools, but that other special 
needs deserving of regional support 
services have been overlooked. Who 
will be there for schools like Alexandria 

Park, Lewisham and Plunkett Street to 
assist students with depressive illnesses, 
reading disabilities, language disorders, 
and so on?

The SSH shares the concerns of teachers 
and others that an entrepreneurial 
funding mechanism will disadvantage 
schools with significant support needs 
(and limited access to private sources of 
funding). Maurie Mulheron, President 
of the NSW Teachers’ Federation, 
says: “As responsibility is devolved, 
the government will develop strict and 
punitive accountability measures as 
a means of ‘command and control’. 
Thus, performance pay, national testing 
regimes, individual contracts and key 
performance indicators are introduced.”

There is value in regional funding and 
support. Educationists have responsibility 
to determine and promote best practice, 
and to ensure that our children receive 
high-quality teaching and formation. The 
loss of specialty teachers in regional areas 

is something to lament. Think of the 
distressed student and family for whom 
a mental health outreach teacher provides 
just the right kind of professional and 
confidential support. It’s not always easy 
or appropriate to source help from within 
one’s own school.

Principals are education professionals 
and not primarily financial managers. 
When local needs exceed budgetary 
constraints, and without recourse 
to regional support services, which 
positions are most likely to be cut? 
Librarians, teacher’s aids, ESL specialists, 
counsellors? Principals will be pressured 
to save money by employing part-time 
and temporary teaching staff. 

Greens MP John Kaye concedes that 
Education Minister Adrian Piccoli’s 
resource allocation model might have 
eased some of the financial pressure 
on principals to replace experienced 
professionals with recently-qualified 
teachers under his plan to dump 

responsibility for staffing and other 
expenditure onto school principals, but 
says that it fails to address many other 
devastating impacts of Local Schools, 
Local Decisions. “Principals will cop the 
blame when total funds are inadequate. 
Students in hard-to-staff schools will 
face an education future without fully 
qualified teachers. Crucial head office 
support for teaching, learning and 
student welfare will be cut.”

“Mr Piccoli knows that teachers 
in cash-strapped public schools are 
desperate for any additional funding to 
address the needs of their students and 
that Gonski’s $5 billion is a life line …  

It is name dropping to disguise the 
real impacts of governments outsourcing 
the political responsibility for education 
budget cuts to principals,” Mr Kaye says.

It should be added that inadequate early 
care for children with disabilities leads to 
more expensive care needs later.   S

Experiencing 
the sacred

Forum for constitutional change 

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

Back row: Elaine Telford, Dianne Hiles, Helen Kearins – all from WRN
Front row: Linda Burney, Jodi Broun, Jacqui Phillips   Photo: gai Smith
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sAlly Gyles

noTHIng CAn prepare you for 
the magic of India. I listened to 
people’s stories, went to the doctor, 
read books, watched Bollywood 
films, ate a lot of curry and thought 
I was ready. I wasn’t. everything 
they say is true. India is big, 
loud, colourful, smelly, a massive 
contradiction – amazing. yet this 
means nothing until you are 
actually standing in the streets 
of Delhi surrounded by the chaos. 

I was one of nine young Australians 
who travelled to India with VGen, 
the youth movement of World Vision 
Australia, to learn about the challenges 
and strategies to tackle child labour. 
VGen is a youth advocacy movement 
that inspires, educates and empowers 
young Australians to be powerful 
advocates for change through political 
and community engagement on 
issues such as child labour and child 
and maternal health. The VGen 
India Immersion Experience was the 
first of its kind, designed to expose 
us to World Vision’s programmatic 
work and connect us with incredible 
young people advocating change 
within their communities. 

As a member of VGen and a student 
of development studies I thought I 
had a pretty sound understanding of 
child labour. When living in extreme 
poverty it is understandable that 
children will sometimes need to work 
to supplement their family’s income 
in order to survive. Child work easily 
becomes child labour when the rights 
of the child are disregarded. In India, 
I found that line almost impossible 

to define. The eradication of child 
labour entails ensuring the family has 
sufficient income to survive without 
relying on its children, as well as 
community-wide understanding 
of child rights to ensure the child 
receives an education, has time to 
play and has access to basic services.

As I entered one community in 
northern India, we were greeted 
with song, flowers and a traditional 
Hindu blessing. We met a room full 
of children who had previously been 
part of the workforce as rag pickers, 

or in the textile industry. They shared 
with us their stories through comics 
they had drawn, showing the terrors 
of child labour and the uncertainty 
of living in slums or on the street, 
and the transformation that occurred 
when World Vision entered their 
communities. The comics ended with 
the joy of receiving an education and 
the newfound stability in their daily life. 

These incredible young people, 
whose ages do not reflect their 
maturity, identify issues in their 
community and act to bring about 

change through conversations, art, 
photography and street performances. 
They have even taken the initiative 
to start a savings account to help 
children less fortunate than themselves. 
One particular child was identified 
as incredibly unwell and in desperate 
need of medical attention. The family 
could not afford to seek medical help, 
so the children’s club used its savings 
to pay for the child’s medical care. 
This was one of many stories we heard 
that day of incredible compassion and 
generosity, which highlights a system 

here in Australia we take for granted. 
I left with my heart full of joy at 

what these children had achieved. 
As we exited the slum down one of 
the narrow paths, we were confronted 
by a pile of shoes – the exact shoes I 
had purchased two days earlier in a 
market in Delhi. As we approached 
the doorway, we saw a room full of 
shoes where a few men were working. 
Across the path was another door 
where a young boy, maybe 14 years 
old, operated a machine embossing 
the pattern onto the leather. And then 
it hit me – my shoes could have been 
made right here by this very boy. 

I instantly wanted to throw up, 
cry, and hide in a dark room. I never 
got the chance to stop and talk to 
this boy, learn his name, how old he 
is, what his passions are ... nothing. 
All I know is that he worked on shoes, 
possibly mine. The harsh reality of 
child labour had finally hit home. 
I truly understood the scope of the 
issue and how little I did to address it. 

World Vision and the incredible 
young people of India are doing 
extraordinary work to tackle child 
labour in the field, but more can 
be done by people like you and me 
here at home. For every child World 
Vision helps, there are five people 
wanting a cheap pair of shoes. 
I learnt the importance of asking 
questions: How can these shoes 
be produced so cheaply? Was a 
child exploited for my footwear?

You and I can have an impact, 
by asking questions and demanding 
that no child be involved in the 
production of the goods we purchase. 
Let us use our consumer dollar to limit 
our contribution to child labour.  S

Online database for Aboriginality Case Summaries

Exposing child labour, one shoe at a time

Joe CAsTerley

REDFERN: A groundbreaking resource, 
both for the future of Aboriginal 
people before the law and for the 
development of social policy, was 
launched on Tuesday July 10 at the 
Aboriginal Legal Service (ALS) in 
elizabeth Street. 

The database, Australian Courts 
Considering Aboriginality Case 
Summaries, makes available online 
the details of every case in which the 
Aboriginal backgrounds of defendants, 
their cultural practices or the customary 
laws of their communities, have been 
considered by the court, and the effect 
this has had on outcomes.

Michael West of the Metropolitan 
Land Council gave the welcome to 
country and he pointed out how recent 
it is that Aboriginal people actually had 
a legal presence in Australia.  

John McKenzie, Chief Legal Officer 
of the ALS, spoke about the significance 
of the database in the Australian justice 
system. He outlined its development and 
showed how it could be used to access 
cases, by year or by alphabetical listing – 
an enormous help to the busy lawyer.  

The project is not NSW specific but 
covers cases from every jurisdiction. 
But there is still an enormous amount of 
work to do – this is just the first volume. 
The booklet states that it is hoped the 
database can eventually be expanded 

to cover cases on children’s care and 
on protection law and coronial law – 
jurisdictions increasingly of relevance to 
all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
legal services.   

Gordon Syron’s painting, Judgement 
by his Peers (1978), painted by the artist 
while serving a life sentence in Long 
Bay, fronts the booklet. It depicts a trial 
where only the defendant is white and 
everyone else is black. 

Mr Kim Duggan of the Attorney-
General’s Department said the 

partnership of his Department and 
the ALS would help reduce the over 
representation of Aboriginal people 
in gaol.  

The first case involving an Aboriginal 
defendant took place in 1831 but it 
has taken 130 years, Duggan said, for 
the Aboriginality of a defendant to be 
taken into account. The database will 
be crucial to the evolution of thought 
on this issue and will be essential 
in the development of public policy. 
The database will also be a valuable tool 

for Aboriginal communities researching 
their stories.

 The richness of the database is 
illustrated by its presentation of Neal 
vs the Queen in the early 1980s in 
Queensland. It allows the social and 
political significance of the case to be 
explored and recognised.

In 1981 Percy Neal, Chair of the 
Yarrabah community, confronted 
the manager of the Mission about 
rotten meat that was being sold to the 
community. The conversation heated up 

and Neal told the manager that people 
wanted to manage their own supplies. 
They wanted self-determination. 
Eventually Neal spat on the manager 
and was brought before the Cairns 
Magistrate’s Court. He was sentenced 
to two months’ hard labour. 

It was the Bjelke Petersen era and 
the magistrate told Neal that it was 
his “type” that caused the violence of 
blacks towards whites. The blacks, he 
insisted, were happy, and it was only 
a few disaffected ones who stirred up 
all the trouble. The Queensland Court 
of Criminal Appeal rejected Neal’s 
appeal and increased his sentence to 
six months’ hard labour. But in 1982 
the High Court found that the Court 
of Appeal had erred and granted Neal 
leave to appeal on the original court 
decision. Chief Justice Gibbs ruled 
that if the defendant had acted out of 
discontent at his condition that should 
have been taken into account – though 
he shouldn’t have spat on the manager. 
Justice Lionel Murphy’s judgement 
included the observation that, if Neal 
was an agitator, then he was in good 
company. Agitators were absolutely 
necessary and Neal was entitled to be 
an agitator. 

It would seem, Mr McAvoy pointed 
out, that Neal’s agitating was behind 
Yarrabah’s finally gaining self-
determination in 1986, and even behind 
last year’s Federal Court recognition of 
Land Rights.

Today Percy Neal is the Mayor of 
the local Council.  S

Anyone interested in commenting on or 

contributing to the database is invited to 

contact launch organiser Raymond Brazil, 

Law Reform and Policy Legal Officer at the 

ALS; (02) 8303 6699 or raymond.brazil@

alnswact.org.au

Sally Gyles (in orange) and co-workers with poster for Kanpur Child Labour Project    Photo: Courtesy of Sally gyles

Judgement by his Peers (1978)   Painting: gordon Syron
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Jane Barton

Since the radical success of 
intervention intervention, local 
artist and curator, teena Mccarthy 
hasn’t taken a backward step. The 
intense image, a boot print stomping 
over desert, quickly became the iconic 
image of the exhibition. “it’s been a 
career highlight so far,” teena says. 
“Artists from every state, hundreds of 
people at the opening, media local, 
national and international. iranian 
tV online rang me on the day.”

Since then there has been lots of 
pressure to curate shows, but Teena’s 
work has remained her priority.

Born in Western Australia in 1962, 
Teena lived in Perth until she was 18 
years old, then moved to Sydney as 
quickly as she could. “I never felt like 
I fitted in WA. Even as a child I had 
this image of being called to the bush, 
with old people painted up.”

This image haunted her and 
fragments of experiences and memories 
led her to suspect, from an early age, 
that the disruption in her family ran 
deeper than domestic drama. Questions 
about her nana and father became 
overwhelming.

“I remember being at Nan’s on the 
swings then we went to Sister Kate’s.” 

Sister Kate’s Children’s Orphanage 
had been set up by the infamous 
AO Neville, WA Chief Protector 
of Aboriginals, who from 1915 
to 1940 engineered the policy of 
removing children from their parents. 
These children became known, during 
the Royal Commission, as the Stolen 
Generation.

Questions abounded for Teena. 
Why was her Nan so drawn to this 
place, full of displaced mothers and 
children seeking out something? “Nana 
was a single woman. She worked as a 
domestic as a single mother (on outback 
stations) and would hide her son, Roy, 
when the authorities came round to 
remove the half-caste children. Nan 
lived in that street near Sister Kate’s. 

Everyone in the street was stolen or had 
relatives there. It was a bit of a hub.”

Roy, Teena’s dad, was removed 
under neglect laws. Sister Kate had 
advocated strongly against AO Neville’s 
draconian laws. She said there had to be 
a reason for removal. In the Aboriginal 
community, she was perceived as a 
good woman.

Twenty years ago, Teena began a 
conscious journey to get confirmation of 
her Aboriginality. In 2009, in Canberra, 
it was granted. Her nana had been born 
and raised in Broken Hill. She was 
an Aboriginal woman. “It suddenly 
meant my world had consolidated. 
I was a white fella but a black fella at 
heart. A billion signs throughout my life 
and suddenly I am who I am and this 
is who my father is. It meant I could 
acknowledge the life of my amazing 
Nana, in a way they weren’t able to 
when they were alive.”

But the Stolen Generation, her 
father’s mob, didn’t have country. She is 
looking forward to travelling to Broken 
Hill, hoping to meet family and further 
fill out her identity.

It hasn’t been an easy path. “This 
place called Australia apparently isn’t 
racist, but now I cop it, now there is 
an assumption, a snappiness, weird 
behaviour I’d never noticed before. 
Or the opposite, that it’s cool now to 
be Aboriginal. I’ve had lots of questions 
about which part of me is Aboriginal, 
or do I dot paint now?”

“I’m also proud of my Italian heritage 
(on her mother’s side) – maybe I’ll do 
a dot painting on a pizza!” she jokes. 
She has painted all her life since she 
was a little girl. “Mum encouraged 
me to paint, sing, dance, but it was 
always painting.”

She is studying at COFA, 
an opportunity she describes as 
“humbling”. “Part of acknowledgement 
means I can paint who I am. It’s 
a healing.”

Although she didn’t set out to do 
political work, she says if she can say 
something in her art, that’s a bonus. 
“I’m concerned with country, treatment 

of land and of First Peoples.”
Painting about the Intervention 

became obvious and captured 
people’s imagination.

Her artwork now is about removing 
the artist from the work. Using a 
complex 14-day process, she is drying 

and stretching pandanis palm fronds, 
then placing them outside and allowing 
rain and seasons to do their work. She 
then restyles the fronds and throws 
organic paint from a height onto them, 
again leaving them to the weather.

Teena describes herself at the 

moment as “on a road in between two 
worlds”, the former life and the new 
one. “I know who I am but have yet 
to find out my true heritage, then I 
think true healing will begin. Knowing 
Roy was removed will sort out all sorts 
of issues.”

Peter Maher

the MArrickVille Multifaith 
roundtable (MMr) is a small 
group of faith communities in the 
Marrickville local Government Area 
that meets regularly to promote a 
better understanding between 
people of different faiths and 
denominations. it is represented by 
faith groups from Anglican, catholic, 
hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Uniting 
church traditions.

Every faith or religious body 
in the area is welcome to join the 

Roundtable as we try to develop 
stronger links between communities. 
The Community Arts Project is one 
way we hope to do this. Art can be 
a medium to help people explore 
their different hopes, concerns and 
interests and a way to engage people 
in a conversation about such things 
as values, beliefs, social justice and 
spiritual life. We have invited people 
of all ages to do this through drawing, 
painting, photography, sculpture and 
poetry. 

The date for submissions of 
community art has passed but you 
can still be part of the conversation 

because the exhibition is on in August. 
We invite all to participate in the 
conversation by visiting the exhibition. 

A selection of the submitted works 
will be open for public viewing at the 
Seaview Gallery Dulwich High, 
Seaview Street, Dulwich Hill. The 
opening will be from 6-8pm Friday, 
August 24 and then 10am-4pm on 
Saturday, August 25. The mayor of 
Marrickville, Morris Hanna, will open 
the exhibition on Friday night.

This arts project is sponsored by the 
MMR. It is supported by Marrickville 
Council and the Blake Society’s 
Engage program which aims to foster 

local community conversation around 
values and spirituality.

“The Engage project is aimed to 
be run by local groups centred in 
community, educational, religious or 
vocational interests that want to explore 
what hope means to their members, via 
the arts and creative exploration. One 
of the major objectives of this project 
is to assist in sponsoring creative 
expression in local communities and 
increase the range of our dialogue to, in 
turn, celebrate difference as a cultural 
value in our wider society,” said Dr Rod 
Pattenden, Chair of the Blake Society.

Fr John Pearce, President of the 

MMR, said: “I hope it will foster good 
relationships and greater harmony 
within the Marrickville area.”

 So far we have seen some 
very interesting pieces reflecting 
local community activities for 
social inclusion, social justice and 
community sharing of interests such 
as a community garden. There are some 
poems reflecting the spiritual journey 
as well as one challenging our view of 
ourselves. 

Fr Peter Maher is chair of the 

Marrickville Multifaith Roundtable 

Community Arts Project.

Between  
two worlds
Artist Profile: Teena McCarthy

Engaging the arts in Marrickville

Teena McCarthy in her studio   Photo: Isabella Moore
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The Reviews
Film Review 
by Lindsay Cohen 
 

Not Suitable For Children
Director: Peter Templeman
Starring: Ryan Kwanten, Sarah Snook
Genre: Inner Western

If ever there was an appropriate 
film for readers of the South Sydney 
Herald then Not Suitable For Children 
is it. Filmed in and around Newtown, 
including right across the road from 
the Dendy where I saw the film, it’s 
an exercise in location spotting for 
anyone who’s ever shared a house in 
the suburb, attended a party there or 
just had a meal on King Street.

Indeed, if you’ve done any of those 
you can probably relate to Not Suitable 
For Children, as idealised as it may be. 
Yes, these twenty-somethings party 
harder than you ever did, have more 
sex than you ever did, and are better 
looking than you are, but there’s a 
little bit of all of us in all of them.

It’s during a sexual encounter at 
one of his house parties that Jonah 
(Kwanten) discovers a lump on a 
testicle. It’s cancer, and Jonah is given 
three weeks before the operation that 
will save his life but make him infertile. 
Much hilarity and desperation ensues 
as Jonah cajoles, harasses and tries to 
convince ex-girlfriends, barely known 
acquaintances and complete strangers 
to have his baby.

As far as filmmaking goes there 
is nothing ground-breaking about 
Not Suitable For Children, certainly 
not in the storyline which follows a 
pretty predictable path to a standard 
happy ending (no pun intended). But 
the cast is fresh and enthusiastic, 
especially Snook who steals the show 
despite Kwanten’s TV profile, and 
everyone seems to be having a lot 
of fun.  

Not Suitable For Children may not 
be suitable for children but it is highly 
suitable for adults looking for a fun 
night out – much like Newtown itself.

Rating: Three Pad Thais

 » film@ssh.com.au

Theatre Review 
by Jane Barton 
 

Coranderrk: We Will Show The Country
Ilbijerri Theatre Company
Sydney Opera House

Coranderrk: We Will Show The Country 
is verbatim-style theatre that tells the 
story of the men and women of the 
Coranderrk Aboriginal Reserve who 
took on the Board for the Protection 
of Aborigines in Victoria.

Black and white voices are given 
life through the re-enactment of their 
official testimonies in front of the 
Government Inquiry into Coranderrk 
in 1881. The minutes were uncovered 
by academic, Giordano Nanni, who saw 
an opportunity to tell an extraordinary 
reconciliation story using the original 
documents.

Unfortunately, a crisis gripped the 
performance when, about two-thirds 
through, actor Tom Long appeared to 
stagger on stage then collapsed in a 
crumple to the floor [ June 30]. The 
disbelieving audience struggled to 
comprehend if this was part of the 
show or a serious incident. The actor’s 
ashen faces and calls, “Is there a doctor 
in the house?”, confirmed Tom wasn’t 
acting. The rest of the performance 
was cancelled and replaced by a hastily 
assembled Q&A. The rest of the planned 
run of shows was cancelled.

It posed ethical dilemmas for 
reviewing. After checking with Rhoda 
Roberts, the Head of Indigenous 
Programming at the Opera House, I 
decided to go ahead and review because 
otherwise this unique short-run show, 
which might return, would sink into 
the murk. 

The strength of the story has so 
much to offer a contemporary audience, 
fusing black and white voices in protest, 
showing authentic attempts to weed out 
injustice and restore dignity and self 
determination to the men and women 
who resisted the maltreatment metered 
out by a new manager. It is anticipated 
Coranderrk will tour schools widely.

 » theatre@ssh.com.au

Live Review by Layth Saeed 
eLana Stone, venue 505, 
CLeveLand St, 9/7/12

Late last year I was sitting on the 
grass in the beautiful Glenworth 
Valley watching the first act of 
the Peats Ridge Festival: The 
Rescue Ships. This was my first 
experience of anything Elana 
Stone and I was blown away, not 
only by the band’s engaging folk/
pop melodies, but also by her truly 
awe-inspiring voice. Fast-forward 
to July 9, 2012, inside the cool 
and intimate confines of Venue 
505 on Cleveland Street, where 
I’m waiting with bated breath for 
the tiny frame of Elana Stone to 
capture me with her solo show as 
much her previously mentioned 
collaboration with Brian Campeau. 
In short, she doesn’t disappoint, 
but more on that in a minute. 

Those of you familiar with my 
reviews may notice that most of 
the gigs I review tend to be at the 

Standard Hotel on Crown Street, 
and if not there, in very similar 
spaces. Usually these dives are 
not terribly intimate but with 
lots of room to thrash about. 
And believe me, I love it. However, 
this Elana Stone gig was a little 
different. It was held in Venue 505 
(as mentioned), which has more in 
common with a smoky jazz club 
than anything I have been to in 
recent months, and I have to say 
the place was a much welcomed 
change. From the comfy couches 
to the gentle relaxing ambience, 
it was the perfect hole in the wall 
for Elana Stone.

She opens her set with “These 
Days” and I am transported back 
to Peats Ridge the second I see 
her pick up the accordion. Her 
band provides an often-bouncy 
accompaniment to her smooth-
as-silk vocals, as evidenced in her 
second song of the evening, “New 
Life”. A further highlight includes 
the creeping piano line to “Boa 
Constrictor” which gives us a 

real chance to hear the subtleties 
to Elana’s voice, which is pitch-
perfect even while banging away 
at the keys of her grand piano. 

Aside from everything already 
mentioned, one of my favourite 
aspects of her show is the way the 
synthesiser is integrated into the 
very organic, jazzy, folksy sound. 
It really serves to highlight the pop 
sensibilities of her music. 

The second half of her show 
opens with the ever so lively 
“Gravity” which serves as a great 
contrast to the oh so sultry and 
moving “Pirate Song” which jumps 
out towards the end of her set. 

I would suggest those with a 
taste for strong female vocals 
and jaunty melodies check out 
Elana Stone any chance they get. 
She also has two albums under 
her belt, In the Garden of Wild 
Things and Your Anniversary, both 
of which are available on iTunes 
(but be nice and go buy a physical 
copy from those abandoned husks 
formerly known as record stores).

Ever so lively, 
oh so sultry

Elana Stone   Photo: Supplied

Andrew colliS

the Sydney Story Factory is open 
for busy-ness in redfern! An official 
opening in July was attended by the 
Governor, Professor Marie Bashir, 
and regular workshops are now in 
full swing. 

Co-founder Catherine Keenan 
reports that two-hour after-school 
workshops have seen scores of young 
people engaged in storytelling activities 
which include writing, collaborating, 
illustrating and book-binding. “We’re 
open for birthday parties, too,” Catherine 
says. “The Factory is a great venue for 
all kinds of parties – we can cater for up 
to 30 kids at a time – on Sundays too.”

According to friends, Sebastian, Jayde 
and Ailsa, the cavernous shopfront 
on Redfern Street (just near Regent 
Street) is “a good place to hang out after 
school”. The primary-school students 
each have Martian Passports and enjoy 
perusing the Story Factory’s Martian 
Embassy and Gift Shop. Shelves are 
lined with tin cans containing space 
food, invasion sunscreen, t-shirts, 
and more!

It’s all about engaging imaginations! 
If you’re interested in volunteering 

at the Story Factory, you can contact 
Catherine (cath@sydneystoryfactory.
org.au). Volunteers work alongside 
experienced and professional writers 
and are trained in the art of leading 
workshops.

Write me a story SYDNEY STORY FACTORY 
COMMUNITY OPEN DAYS
We’re throwing open our doors 
and inviting young people and 
their families from Redfern and 
beyond to come and say, “Hi”! Find 
out more about the Sydney Story 
Factory, participate in some fun 
writing games, and share some 
complimentary morning tea.

Open to all young people from 
Years 2 to 12, and their families. FREE!

WHERE 
Sydney Story Factory,  
176 Redfern St, Redfern

WHEN 
Sunday August 5 & 12, from 10am–2pm

CONTACT 
info@sydneystoryfactory.org.au

Elana Stone   Photo: Supplied
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See Sydney 
pre-1788
SSh

VirtUAl wArrAne ii evolved 
from the original and successful 
Virtual warrane exhibition showcased 
five years ago at Sydney’s customs 
house. This latest version uses more 
advanced computer graphics to 
provide a more realistic, accurate and 
immersive heritage experience, while 
respecting the original custodians of 
Sydney cove.

The virtual simulation recreates Sydney 
Cove (Warrane), from Barangaroo to 
Woolloomoolloo, prior to the arrival of 
the First Fleet in 1788. The simulation 
uses embedded video, digital artefacts, 
interactive games techniques and digital 
recordings to enhance interactions with 
the environment and aid appreciation of 
the sacred connection the Gadigal had 
and still have for this area.

The foreshore and harbour 
environment of this virtual computer 

world are created with extraordinary 
accuracy and fine detail by creative 
director and multimedia artist, Brett 
Leavy, and his team of co-creators. 

This is an Indigenous-led project by 
Brett Leavy – an immersive experience 
that should not be missed!

Technology is a clever tool. This is 
very realistic and stimulates imagination 
in a way history books do not. There are 
four large screens and individual consoles 
for public interaction. There are also 
artefacts on display on loan from the 
Australian Museum.

Virtual Waranne II: Sacred Tracks of 

the Gadigal   

Artist Brett Leavy 

Until August 19 

Customs House, Circular Quay 

(Ground Floor) 

Re-exhibiting September 

21 – October 21 

Free & Open 7 days a week 

www.sydneycustomshouse.com.au

Untitled Portrait (2012)   Painting: Gaylene Smith

Sydney Cove with parts of the modern city “ghosted” into the image   Video Still: Brett Leavy 
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Basho: three phases

furuikeya
old pond
pure experience

kawuzu tobikomu
a frog jumping in
concrescence

mizunooto
sound of water
satisfaction

– Catherine Wood

Dust to Dust

to love and respect
earth sun water fire and wood
migrating with us.

– Cecile Pauly

Wordplay is compiling an 
anthology about Redfern Park. 
The group is interested in any 
photographs or memorabilia 
of, or stories about, Redfern 
Park and its inhabitants in 
earlier days. If you think you 
have anything of interest 
to our anthologists please 
contact 0415 415 139.

Poetry

WORDPLAY   
CReAtive WRiting gROuP 

Woolpack Hotel Redfern, 229 Chalmers Street, Redfern
6-8pm Wed, August 1 & 15. Phone Andrew on 8399 3410

All welcome

For translation visit www.dharug.dalang.com.au

South Sydney Crossword
Across
1,4. Avoidance of responsibility (3-3)
6. *Spoke of a sunrise when put on (5)
7. Cleopatra's killer (3)
9. *Age of the rational sector (3)
11. Soar (3)
13. Prima donna (4)
14. Fair trade watchdog (1,1,1,1)
15. Poorly lit (3)
17. Lair (3)
19. Storm's calm spot (3)
21. Be of use (5)
22. Mafioso's crew (3)
23. Given nutriment (3)

Down
1. US 1 across group (3)
2. Intellectual tripe (3)
3. Put the mockers on (4)
4. Single unit (3)
5. Green or high eg. (3)
8. *Penthouse was sugary off the tongue (5)
10. Bullwinkle's bud (5)
11. Transient phase (3)
12. Kumera (3)
17. Beaver's digs (3)
18. *Aussie bank  (3)
19. Fairytale imp (3)
20. Finale (3)

CROSS
WORD  
BY  D.W.

last month's solution

First correct entry 
receives a prize.  
Send to:   
South Sydney Crossword  
PO Box 3288, Redfern 
NSW 2016

Damo Suzuki with the Holy Soul, July 7 at the Red Rattler in Marrickville   Photo: Lyndal Irons

Colour-in to win an iPod shuffle!  
Competition extended till August 24. Colour-in this unique and historic South 

Sydney graphic for a chance to win an iPod Shuffle (readers under 12 years only). 
Cut out and post to the SSH, PO Box 3288 Redfern nSw 2016, or scan and send 

to editor@ssh.com.au/. winning artwork will be published next month.

Recreation: 
Sport & 
Spirituality
Opening 5pm Saturday August 11

The Orchard Gallery, 56a Raglan St, 
waterloo

Curated by Adrian Spry & Miriam Cabello

Phone 0438 719 470

Painting by Leah Emmett (2012)

Painting by Jayde Emmett (2012)
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Uniting Churches

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday

Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410

Welcoming people of all ages,

cultural backgrounds,  

sexual orientations and identities.  

Peace with justice, integrity 

of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns Rd  

& Colbourne Ave Glebe

Worship Sun 6 for 6.15pm

‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate  

candlelit concerts Thu 8pm

Huw Luscombe 9518 9413

Leichhardt University Church

3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt  

(near Norton St)

Worship 6.30pm Sunday

Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

newtown mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday

Rev Ps Doug Clements 

9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St Paddington

Church Open 10am-2pm

1st and 3rd Saturdays

Worship Sunday 7.30pm

Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10 am Sunday

& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am 

Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

SSH advertising works: 
"Since our ad has been in the SSh, it's been phenomenal. it has really raised our profile in the community.  

interest has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." wayne Lindeman, Food Distribution Network, waterloo

food distribution network
home delivery of low-cost fresh fruit & vegetables

The Food Distribution Network is a not-for-profit organisation that 
delivers boxes of fresh and inexpensive fruit and vegies to older 
people, people with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDS and carers 
who live in the City of Sydney and need assistance living independently 
at home. For $9 you can have a box of 6-8kg of fruit and/or vegies 
delivered to your door each week or fortnight.  
Please  call 9699 1614 or e-mail enquiries@fdn.org.au for more 
information. These services are funded by the Home and  
Community Care programme and the AIDS Trust of Australia.

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

150 broadway, broadway  
NSW 2007

T: 02 9379 0700  
F: 02 9379 0701

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Level 1/5a bronte Rd, bondi Junction 
NSW 2022 

T: 02 9369 5221 
F: 02 9369 5225

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Jamie Parker MP 
State Member for balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

HEFFRON STATE 
BY-ELECTION  

SATURDAY 
AUGUST 25 

2012
See page 6 for details

Clover Moore MP 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington  
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053  
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Carmel Tebbutt MP 
State Member for Marrickville

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville  
NSW 2204

T: 02 9558 9000  
F: 02 9558 3653

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Waterloo  
Recycling  
Workshop

Workshop and market open fridays 
9am-12pm.

turungah flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo  
(lower car park).

Affordable furniture and 
household goods.

donations gladly received (no white 
goods  

or electrical apps).

Volunteers welcome  
(phone naomi on 0407 576 098)

BABANA 
Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday, August 31 
Souths on Chalmers 12-2pm
Babana Shed open Mon-Fri
(72 Renwick St, Redfern)
Contact: Mark Spinks 0411 282 917

BABANA

Redfern

REDWatch 
Meetings first thursday  

of the month at the factory 

Community Centre.  

Phone geoffrey turnbull  

(02) 8004 1490.  

email mail@redwatch.org.au

VOLuNTEERS’ NEwS  
BY PAT CLARkE

Spring is on its way, and i’m 
sure we will all be glad to see 
the end of this quite miserable 
winter.

Some events that may interest 
you this month:

waterloo Youth, Family and 
Community Centre is having 
its official opening on Saturday 
august 11 between 11am-1pm 
near Waterloo oval and Skate 
Park. free.

Carriageworks in conjunction 
with Sydney Biennale is 
hosting free installation art from 
ann Veronica Jenssens between 

10am-6pm until September 16.  
free.

Local Government Elections 
enjoy grassroots democracy 
in action! local Government 
elections to be held on Saturday 
September 8 (this is also free!).

this month we say farewell and 
a big thank-you to volunteer 

deliverers rosemary tyler and 
Jim rathmell from erskineville. 
their contribution will be 
sorely missed.

.......................................................

Pat Clarke 
Distribution Co-ordinator 
patriciaaclarke@optusnet.com.au

THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
CTV-1 REuNION &  
DOuG MOODY’S BOOk LAuNCH

Souths on Chalmers, 265 Chalmers Street, 
redfern

6.30pm oN tUeSdaY SePteMBer 4

all are welcome – no booking required, just 
turn up on the day and bring your friends! 
the reception desk at the venue will direct 
you to the correct function suite.

entry is free. a cash bar will be in operation.

CtV-1 was australia’s first cable television 
station. it was located in the basement of 

the high rise McKell Building in redfern and 
serviced residents of the area. the channel 
first hit the airwaves on September 4, 1987, 
and former cast and crew members will be 
reuniting on the station’s 25th anniversary to 
remember this ground-breaking institution. 

former CtV-1 producer and director doug 
Moody has published 45 books during 
2012 which include his autobiography one 
Nightmare too Many and a collection of 
archival plays and other literary masterpieces.

the special guest will be former CtV-1 
presenter and producer darren Gray.

Contact: darren.gray1@virgin.net

Swimming upstream
would you like to participate in a storytelling and weaving artwork 
initiative for ASCA’s national day 2012?

South Sydney Uniting Church in association with aSCa (adults Surviving 
Child abuse) is planning a special presentation in addition to its usual 
November prayer service. This initiative seeks to facilitate members of the 
community coming together to help untangle the knot of child abuse.

There are different ways in which you can be involved: 
•   come along and weave blue ribbons into origami fish including any words 

or messages at SSUC, 56a raglan Street Waterloo, on Saturday august 
18, 2-5pm

•   share aspects of your story for anonymous presentation by calling 
alana Valentine 0416 003 798

The telling of stories and weaving together of communities helps us unite 
in bringing messages of hope and recovery.
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JuLy CAn be a cold and miserable 
month. The passing of solstice 
and the beginning of winter’s 
chilliest period has so often marked 
the unofficial end of Souths. 
As Sydneysiders begin searching 
for their beanies and scarves, Souths 
have gone missing, slumping to a 
flurry of losses in crucial games. 
And after the loss to Brisbane in late 
June one could have been forgiven 
for thinking that a heavy mid-winter 
fog might yet again descend on 
redfern oval. But this 2012 team is 
a different type of team. In fact, this 
team has been anything but cold in 
July. Five wins from five games sees 
Souths’ supporters donning their 
beanies and scarves to queue up for 
grand Final tickets. Both critics and 
supporters are sensing something 
special about this team.

Rabbitohs 38 – Panthers 12 
IN EARLY July Souths notched 
their second dominant victory 
this year over a troubled Panthers 
team. After again relinquishing a 
12-point lead, Souths took over in 
the second half to run away with 
the game. Dave Taylor, overlooked 
for the final State of Origin game, 
displayed both power and skill, 
setting up tries on the right-hand 
side and scoring himself off the 
ever-improving Adam Reynolds. 
Dylan Farrell announced a return 
to form showcasing grit and talent 
to contest a bomb and then deliver 
a sublime flick pass for Merritt 
to score his first of two tries.

Rabbitohs 34 – Knights 14 
TAYLOR WAS again dominant 
the following week, his bulk and 
passing skills consistently causing 
enormous concern to the Knights’ 
right-side defence and resulting in 
multiple breaks and a neat try for 
Farrell. Adam Reynolds has been 
an enormous reason why Souths 
have done so well this year. Again 
he demonstrated his ability to think 
quickly and adapt under pressure 
with his beautifully guided cross 
kick for Everingham to score. 
But it was up the middle where 
the game was won, with Souths’ 
forwards overpowering the Knights 
pack, Crocker, Clark and Luke 
combining to score and McQueen 
and Sam Burgess also impressing. 
There were disappointments. First of 
all, while clearly dominant, Souths 
failed to trouble the scorers in the 
last 20 minutes, thereby missing 
an opportunity to notch 40 or 50 
points and improve their points 
differential. Secondly, a frailty in our 
left-side defence was exposed with 
Matt King particularly appearing to 
struggle with poor defensive reads.

Rabbitohs 24  – Roosters 22 
SEVENTY-EIGHT minutes of this 
game were quite forgettable but the 
last two minutes will be remembered 
forever by Souths supporters. 
Trailing by 10 points with exactly 
two minutes to go the Rabbitohs 
conjured up a freakish victory over 
their arch enemies with two very late 
tries, the last a remarkable team try 
from the kick-off. After squandering 
possession for most of the game, 

Souths switched into gear when all 
seemed lost with Reynolds sending 
fans and players into delirium as he 
scooped up Isaac Luke’s pass to score. 

Rabbitohs 36 – Dragons 14 
IN THE lead-up to the next game 
against St George-Illawarra, many 
commentators questioned whether 
Souths would “back up” from their 
much-celebrated Monday night 
victory. The Dragons, after all, were 
clinging to final-eight hopes and 
desperate to win. However, the new 
Souths put on the sort of follow-on 
performance that has evaded 
them for many years, dominating 
in both backs and forwards for a 
comfortable victory. Sadly, Souths’ 
solid performance was overshadowed 

by the ensuing controversy around 
the Inglis tackle on Dean Young 
and a week of debate over the 
future of the shoulder charge. 
Nonetheless, it was an impressive 
victory, with Souths in control of 
the match throughout, led by an 
assertive Johnny Sutton and three 
tries to local hero Nathan Merritt.

Rabbitohs 32 – Tigers 6 
AND IN the last days of July Souths 
ensured they stayed well and truly 
in the premiership race, moving to 
outright second with a comprehensive 
victory over the Tigers. The team 
was focussed and convincing in 
attack and defence with Sutton 
once again impressive, supported 
well by Peats, Clark and Merritt. 

So it is now the time to begin 
thinking about taking off the 
beanies and scarves in readiness 
for the coming of the finals. 
And although perhaps a little 
inflated by adrenalin and beer, 
if the celebrations at the Captain 
Cook Hotel after the roosters 
game are any indication, there is an 
undeniable groundswell of support 
and a growing belief that this could 
indeed be Souths’ year. S

Bunnies bound 
for glory

Rabbitohs in training    Photo: Andrew Collis

Readers Under 12 are invited to email the 
SSH for a chance to Win a football signed 

by the mighty Rabbitohs. Send your 
name and address with words to the South 
Sydney team song to editor@ssh.com.au
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