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Helping the homeless

Rachel Forster
site community
meeting
Caroline Pidcock

The Redfern community is alive
and kicking, and determined to
ensure the inevitable redevelopment
of the area is as good as it should be.
A diverse group of neighbours, with
wide-ranging skills and experience,
gathered at Redfern Town Hall on
the morning of Saturday June 16 to
hear the consultants employed by
the current developers of the Rachel
Forster Hospital site talk about
what they are planning to do.

Mini Vinnies appeal for support

Photos: Joe Dimech
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If you’ve been feeling the cold
lately, spare a thought for those who
find themselves without a place that’s
safe and warm this time of year, and
for those charities focused on helping
the homeless. The St Vincent de Paul
Society has launched its annual Winter
Appeal. Representatives from Cana
Communities, the Wayside Chapel at
Kings Cross and HopeStreet in Glebe
also make their appeals for support.
On June 17, Cana hosted a Family
Open Day at its new farm in Orchard
Hills. Cana Farm is a retreat and
training centre. “We continue to be

supported by TAFE in a way that is
totally immeasurable,” Cana’s Julie
Sneddon said. “The staff are dedicated
teachers who not only deliver classes but
volunteer time and are often teaching
under challenging circumstances.” The
farm includes a cafe where hospitality
students provided Devonshire Teas.
A number of stallholders presented
“gorgeous goodies from vintage clothes
to jewelry” plus veggies and eggs, and
Cana’s “new line of bottled oils and
dressings made from the farm produce”.
Cana Communities runs an overnight
accommodation service at the South
Sydney Uniting Church in Waterloo
where refurbishments are underway to
install solar hot water and a shower. The

Garden Shelter offers opportunities to
volunteers who help provide a space for
genuine community. “As a society, we
need to be more proactive in building
community and supporting each other
in a constructive way,” Ms Sneddon
said. “It’s about creating positive change
together. I am fortunate, as with Cana
we see this every day. People helping
however they can, whether it be driving
a bus, making coffee, building something
new or just chatting with someone
whose day is long and lonely.”
Rev. Graham Long is proud of what’s
been achieved with the support of many
Sydneysiders and generous donors.
The Wayside Chapel’s new facility is
providing warmth and unconditional

acceptance on a daily basis. “Yesterday,
I walked toward Wayside with a woman
who is sleeping rough,” Mr Long shared
in a recent letter to supporters and
friends. “She is sleeping on concrete near
the Post Office. Without showing any
sense of alarm she told me that she was
sharing with a bloke some months ago
but that the rent he demanded turned
out to have nothing to do with money
and everything to do with her body. She
also told me that last week, two drunk
young men walked up to her sleeping
place and used her as a toilet! … The
good news is that our staff have helped
find accommodation and she ought to
be safe and warm in a week or so from
now. Life on the street
Continued on page 2

With virtually no reference to the
existing buildings, the current proposal
was compared to the plans approved
under the Redfern-Waterloo Act of the
previous NSW government. As there
had been very little consultation with
the community in the development of
these plans, the comparison had little
meaning. Diagrams outlining the existing
buildings – which the community know
well – would have enabled a much
better understanding of what is intended.
The consultants noted that the
current plans generally complied
with the Approval, with the “minor”
exceptions of: An additional 9
apartments achieved through removing
the crossover apartments (which
enable good cross ventilation); The
removal of all 3 bedroom apartments
(which the consultants did not seem
to realise); A change to the north-east
corner of the building resulting in
the removal of the jacaranda tree;
A reduction in the setback of the upper
floor from Pitt Street; An increase in
the size of the balconies to the south,
overlooking the neighbouring houses.
Also of great concern was the
current management of the site – or
lack thereof. Significantly, it was
noted that the “security” measures
are totally ineffectual, resulting in
the occupation by approximately 20
squatters who, amongst other things,
are throwing dangerous asbestos into
Continued on page 2
the neighbouring
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Hard facts motivate the recently
launched justice re-investment
campaign: In NSW Aboriginal young
people are 2.8 per cent of the general
population but over 50 per cent of the
detention population; The average cost
of supervising and caring for juvenile
offenders in detention is $237,980 per
year. It’s expensive keeping people
locked up.
The Justice Re-Investment model seeks
to divert all that funding into vulnerable
communities. Education, health, social
services such as childcare, rehab and
community development programs
that address the underlying causes of
crime. Additional savings made are also
re-invested.
Campaigner Kate Finlayson from the
Aboriginal Legal Service (ALS) says: “The
Justice Re-investment Campaign is nifty;
it focuses on the economic argument and
a community happiness argument.”

The model is based on mapped
evidence showing large numbers of
young offenders often come from small
numbers of vulnerable communities.
Early intervention and program
prevention can change the outcomes
for these communities. It has been
successful in the UK and USA because
it speaks the blunt language of economic
rationalism.
The NSW campaign brings together
an incredible coalition of community
organisations and individuals. Aboriginal
leaders, leading lawyers, social justice
and human rights campaigners, including
NSW Governor Marie Bashir, Human
Rights Commissioner Mick Gooda, Dr
Tom Calma, Jack Thompson, Mick
Dodson, Marcia Ella Duncan and Chris
Cuneen. Young people are also involved,
in making videos and other content for
the website, developing a social media
approach and participating in the recent
launch of the campaign. This extensive
alliance distinguishes the Justice
S
Re-Investment campaign. 

Helping the homeless
in winter is tough, but
for a woman it’s worse than tough.”
HopeStreet-Urban Compassion was
founded by the Baptist Churches of
NSW and the ACT in 1984. It is a faithbased not-for-profit organisation that
provides services and advocacy to support
homeless and marginalised people in the
inner city.
HopeStreet’s Homeless Support
Coordinator works directly with people
in the inner city who are experiencing
homelessness, whether rough sleeping
or couch surfing. Over the past five years
HopeStreet has assisted over 250 people
to access housing and accommodation
services. “In 2011 we connected 60 people
to crisis housing, long-term housing, legal
services, healthcare and practical support
in the areas of food, clothing and bedding
and other general support needs. Over
the next five years we aim to connect
over 1,000 people to necessary housing,
accommodation and other essential
services,” said Helen Dwyer, Relationships
Continued from page 1

and Communications Manager.
The Terrace is an 18-month semisupported accommodation program
that transitions men from homelessness
to independent living. The Terrace offers
the men dignity and respect, as well as
a stable home environment, personal
support and time to break the cycle of
homelessness. Casework, a living skills
program and participation in the house
community help develop the skills
and attitudes which life on the street
often dulls. “Over the past five years,
the Terrace program has seen over 40
homeless men move into and stay in longterm housing,” Ms Dwyer said. “Over
the next five years we aim to expand
the program and double the number
of men moving from homelessness to
S
independent living.” 
www.vinnies.org.au
www.cana.org.au
www.thewaysidechapel.com
www.hopestreet.org.au

Rachel Forster site community meeting
Continued from page 1
properties and
ignoring the theft of copper downpipes
and gutters (essential for the retention
of the existing buildings) by those
appointed by the developers to
“secure” the premises (now not
working for them as they noted).
The developers, who sat
unacknowledged at the back of
the room and were absent at many
crucial points, seemed disinterested in
these issues, except to point out they
were doing all that was required.
It was obvious that for any
development in this suburb, that

has a great past and a strong future,
consultation with the community
is essential. This will harness their
experience and knowledge in bringing
local relevance and buy-in to any
scheme. It will also bring great financial
advantage to the developers who will
benefit from this free intelligence to
produce a product that will be well
received by potential purchasers, while
reducing the time for consideration
and approval. Failure to recognise this
will see the opposite, as this strident
community stands up for what this
S
great place deserves. 

Michael Shreenan braces for a cold night out Photo: Andrea Srisurapon

CEOs sleep rough
Lyn Turnbull

EVELEIGH: The 2012 Vinnie’s
CEO Sleepout was held on
Thursday June 21 when the
overnight temperature fell to
about 8 degrees. Carriageworks
hosted 264 CEOs sleeping out in
the Eveleigh Markets area with
their sleeping bags and a couple
of pieces of cardboard, after a
meal of soup and sandwiches.
Roy Wakelin-King, CEO of the
Australian Technology Park (ATP),
became aware of the event because
the ATP runs Eveleigh Markets and,
while he wasn’t sure exactly what
he was signing up for, he said he
knew it was for a good cause.
The event was not only an
opportunity to raise money for
a worthy cause but there were
a series of presentations on
homelessness. CEOs were asked
to participate in workshops.
The group Mr Wakelin-King
was part of discussed the need
to raise awareness of the issue of

homelessness and in particular
the need to challenge views and
perceptions of who were homeless.
“This message was, in my view,
the most important aspect of the
evening, that is, understanding
what homelessness is and who it
affects. The ‘invisible homeless’
and how it can impact on many
people was a big take-out for me.”
While in his younger years in
Scotland Mike Shreenan, local
resident and EO of The Factory
Community Centre in Waterloo, had
personal experience of homelessness.
He said: “Last night was not only
challenging but the stories which I
heard from some of the homeless
people at [the] event, and from our
own clients at The Factory daily, are
heart-breaking. This was a timely,
inspiring reminder to me personally
why we do community work and
how much more work needs to be
done.” Mr Shreenan said he survived
the night with a few creaks in his
back and a mozzie bite, but he was
up to celebrating the following day by
becoming an Australian citizen. S

1
JOSEPH MEDCALF

FUNERAL SERVICES
2 Family owned & operated 2
2 100% Australian & fully independent 2
2 Pre-Paid & Pre-Arrange Funeral Plans 2
Joseph Medcalf has been serving Sydney since 1880
and is a long-standing part of the local community.
We offer personal attention 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, and cover all Sydney suburbs.

172 Redfern Street, Redfern
9698 2644
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The youth of today

Big Stay Out for Mini Vinnies
Mini Vinnies learn about homelessness Photo: Joe Dimech

SSH

ERSKINEVILLE: St Mary’s Mini
Vinnies in partnership with the St
Mary’s School and St Vincent de Paul
Conference have been collecting cans
for the 2012 Winter Appeal. The group
also took part in the Winter Stay Out
on June 13. “Our Mini Vinnies are to
be commended for their support of the
St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal and
our Winter Stay Out,” said Michael
McIntyre, St Vincent de Paul Society
(Erskineville Conference) President.

These are just some of the comments
made by the student participants in
the Mini-Vinnies Stay Out held in the
playground of St Mary’s School. Modelled
on the well-known Vinnies CEO Sleep
Out, over 30 of the older students and
their parents shared home-made soup
by our Family Educator Paul Taouk,
heard stories of the lives of the homeless
shared by Vinnies Youth Co-ordinator
Maria Lastica, made shelters using
cardboard and newspapers, and slept
out with their parents to empathise with
the poor.

“The stay out was very life-like, like it
would be for the homeless. Having to sleep
on cardboard and having newspaper
as a blanket was a very good way to
see how the homeless sleep.” Jarvis
“I learned a lot about the homeless. I
really felt like I was homeless even
though I was only there for a short time.
We got to witness what we don’t see every
day. I realised that the homeless do it
tough and we could do a lot more to help
than just give money.” Kathryn
“The Mini Vinnie’s leader, Maria, said
there were 105,000 homeless people in

We have recently launched a new initiative, Wingara

Mura – Bunga Burrabugu, which means “thinking path
to make tomorrow”.
This new integrated strategy is our commitment to Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander higher education, research and
engagement. We see the University of Sydney as a uniquely
Australian institution that recognises rights, builds capability and creates opportunity.
We have set ourselves targets to increase the numbers of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander students and staff and to ensure all our staff undertake cross-cultural training.
As part of that commitment we have partnered with the South Sydney Football Club and
their charitable arm, Souths Cares, in a common goal. Our joint aim is to encourage and
support disadvantaged young people in the South Sydney area, particularly focusing on
education, training and employment as well as health and wellbeing.
This is an important step for the University and we are delighted to be working with the
Rabbitohs to open up education opportunities and establish positive role models to help
our local young people achieve their goals..
Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor

Community contact details
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523 Email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

Australia. We had a small meal and
learned that that would last a homeless
person for a whole day and sometimes
longer. The night was very cold and we
had lots of jackets on.” Ashleigh
“It was good to experience what it
was like to be homeless, to become more
aware about what they go through.” Clara
“I didn’t know there were three types
of homelessness. I didn’t realise how
many people were homeless in Australia.
I thought about the homeless on the Stay
Out about how uncomfortable it would be
to sleep on cardboard every night.” Kurt

“I believe that the Mini Vinnies Stay
Out was great because it really opened
myself and my Dad’s eyes to the many
people that need our help. I really
enjoyed the night.” Lachlan
“I felt a little bit upset to think
that people just like us suffer from
homelessness. I learned that we should
be really grateful for all the things we
have because lots of people don’t even
have food in the morning.” Erin
“The Stay Out was really good because
you got to feel what the homeless feel like.
Mr Taouk made soup and brought bread
to give us a meal like the one a homeless
person would get from the Vinnies Night
Patrol van. Maria from Vinnies talked
to us about being homeless. We made
shelters with cardboard and newspaper
and slept outside for 20 minutes. We
also made cards for the homeless and
finally had a liturgy to think about the
night.” Isabella
Judging by the comments above,
the impact of these experiences on the
young people and their parents was
quite profound, and has deepened
understanding of the need for social
justice for all. The Mini Vinnies were
also responsible for promoting and
co-ordinating the school’s response
to the Winter Appeal and delivered
several laundry baskets of canned food
S
to the parish. 
Please donate to the Vinnies 2012
Winter Appeal: www.vinnies.org.au

Youth of today, a regular article
on local youth and related issues,
is kindly sponsored by Appetite Cafe
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Appetite Cafe
82 Regent St, Redfern
Tel 9699 4069
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Restless for the common good
Lyn Turnbull

The Sydney Alliance is a group of
organisations from civil society that
have joined in coalition to work on
an agenda for the common good of
Sydney.
The Alliance is Australia’s first attempt
at the kind of broad-scale community
organising pioneered by American
organiser Saul Alinksy and his Industrial
Areas Foundation and made famous in
recent times by US President Barack
Obama, among others.
Two thousand people attended the
Sydney Alliance Founding Assembly at
Sydney Town Hall on September 15 last
year. It is a truly diverse coalition – 50
organisations strong – from groups as
small as local church congregations
and small community groups plus

unions and large organisations like the
Cancer Council and the St Vincent de
Paul Society.
The SSH distribution area falls
within the Alliance’s Inner South and
East District. On that extraordinarily
wet Tuesday a few weeks ago in June,
20 representatives of local member
organisations braved Sydney’s stormy
weather and gathered at Surry Hills
to plan events for the area over the
following month.
“Any membership-based organisations
committed to the Sydney Alliance values
are welcome to join. We are nonpartisan and secular. We are focussed
on issues not personalities and work to
build power and take real action rather
than protest. We use relationships not
megaphones,” said Amanda Tattersall,
Sydney Alliance coalition director.
Fundamental to the Alliance’s way of

doing community building is developing
and nurturing of relationships between
groups while recognising that the partner
organisations have their own interests.
The local district’s next gathering will be
on Tuesday July 17, where the focus will
be on getting to know each other and
building relationships that will underpin
work. You can expect to leave energised
by the passions of the people you will
meet and their stories that provide
context for why we are all involved. S

Sydney Alliance research teams are
working on issues relating to transport,
social inclusion and community support &
health. Call Steve Walz on 0424 616 667 if
you are part of a community organisation
and interested in understanding how
you may join in coalition to work on
making Sydney a better place for
everyone. www.sydneyalliance.org.au

The Settlement hall renovations were celebrated on Wednesday June 27 with the unveiling by the Governor, Professor Marie Bashir, of a plaque outlining its history.
Problems in The Settlement’s recent past were not glossed over as members, former staff and politicians who ensured the centre’s survival in the early 2000s were
acknowledged for their contributions, but the morning was marked by healing and optimism, regardless of past differences. The hall was packed with people excited about the
possibilities the new facilities will allow for expanding programs in the future. Seen in front of the new plaque with Her Excellency, who is patron of The Settlement, are 1990-1
board members Ali Golding, a life member, and former chairperson Linda Burney. Photo: Lyn Turnbull

NAIDOC FAMILY & SPORTS DAY
Community members young and old will converge at the National Centre of Indigenous
Excellence (NCIE) on Friday July 6 for the NAIDOC Family & Sports Day to celebrate
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander culture and to recognise the 40th Anniversary of the
Aboriginal Tent Embassy for NAIDOC 2012.
The day of activities coordinated by the Inner City NAIDOC Organising Committee will include:
Free BBQ • Free Health Check and Footy Jersey with One Deadly Step • Info and Arts & Craft
Stalls • Performers • Kids Korner with rides, face painting, air brush tattoos, boomerang painting.
• Sports Section with clinics, giveaways and sports stars such as the South Sydney Rabbitohs and
Sydney Swans. • Senior Mixed Oztag Competition • Junior 3 on 3 Basketball • Kids Sprint Races •
Elders Tent and Elders Olympics • Women’s Basketweaving workshops • Tent Embassy Tribute
Supporters of the event include Australian Bureau of Statistics, One Deadly Step,
Commonwealth Bank, Indigenous Coordination Centre (FaHCSIA) – Sydney, Redfern Police,
Redfern Community Centre, Ageing Disability & Home Care NSW, City of Sydney.
For more information regarding the NAIDOC Family & Sports Day at the NCIE,
contact Sara Hamilton on 1300 866 761 or sara.hamilton@ymca.org.au
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Tanya Plibersek

Federal Member for Sydney
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Pastor Peter Walker with community singers at the funeral for Joyce Ingram on The Block Photo: Andrew Collis

Celebrating the life of Joyce Ingram
Andrew Collis

REDFERN: A moving funeral service
for Joyce Ruth Ingram, who passed
away on June 13, was held in
Eveleigh Street on Friday June 22.
Pastor Peter Walker and Paul
Morris led the service on The Block,
attended by hundreds who came to
pay their respects to an Aboriginal
Elder and community leader, a strong
and passionate person of faith and
grace. The life of the woman known
affectionately as “Ninny” Joyce (Ninny
is the Wiradjuri word for grandmother)
was celebrated in story and song.
Mourners remarked it was fitting
the service be held in the open on

Redfern Station
upgrade update
Geoff Turnbull

Media reports on the NSW
Government’s Fixing the Trains:
Sydney’s Rail Future on June 21
said the second harbour tunnel
crossing would extend through the
city and connect south of Central to
the Illawarra and Bankstown lines.
This is consistent with maps in
the report and may help speed up
the sale of North Eveleigh and the
upgrade of Redfern Station which
should not be impacted.
The lines proposed are on the
eastern side of Redfern Station
unlike the earlier City Relief Line.
This means that the new city line
will not go through North Eveleigh
and that site should not be required
to construct the new line.
It seems likely from the material
released that the new plan will use
existing platforms at Redfern and
that a Redfern Station upgrade does
not need to be delayed waiting for
new lines or platforms. It may still
have to wait for government funding
in a tight budget.
Redfern Station is not mentioned
in the document specifically. The
document does identify network
problems needing to be addressed
including “crowded stations that rely
on stairs” and “narrow platforms in
busy CBD stations, which hinder
passenger flow between trains and
stairs”. That sounds like Redfern. S


The Block. Joyce was born in 1922
at Bateman’s Bay, but spent her
childhood in Redfern. She lived in
Leeton for nine years, marrying
Charlie Morgan in 1942. She had
four children: Norma, James (born
at 138 Lawson Street, Redfern),
Ruth and Donald (Donee). After
marrying George Lockyer Ingram, she
moved back to what later became
known as The Block, in 1949. A
stalwart defender of The Block, in
2004 she finally left 78 Eveleigh
Street to move to Waterloo.
Pastor Walker led a “sister’s choir”
for a beautiful rendition of the gospel
traditional, “The Sweet By and By”,
before reading from the Gospel of
John where Jesus promises to prepare

a place, a “mansion”, for believers.
Eulogists, Tangerine Ingram and Tracy
Morgan, spoke of the welcoming
place Joyce provided those in need
– the fierce hospitality of one who
knew injustice and heartache.
Tributes flowed freely, bearing
witness to the spirited ways of a
woman who served as a carer, a
teacher and a mediator in times of
trouble. Ali Golding and Shane Phillips
mentioned Joyce relaying messages
by phone from youth in detention or
prison to loved ones in the community.
Lyall and Jenny Munro spoke
with deep admiration of Joyce’s
unswerving belief in justice and land
rights for Aboriginal people. Joyce’s
words of wisdom were recalled:

Leamington saved

Notre Dame fears

Bye-bye SMDA

2011 Census

Geoff Turnbull

Geoff Turnbull

Geoff Turnbull

Geoff Turnbull

Save Leamington Ave Inc
(SLA) has been seeking assurances
that their homes are safe since a
leaflet arrived in their letterboxes
showing resumption in June 2010.
After two years they have received
a letter from Transport for NSW
(TNSW) Director General assuring
them that “properties in that area
are not required for transport
projects, either now or in the
foreseeable future”.

Since the University of Notre
Dame (UNDA) first opened in
Chippendale it has purchased several
sites and expanded its campus more
than five-fold. Contrary to previous
undertakings, the University is now
starting to encroach residential
s t re e t s.  E s t i m a t e s i n d i c a t e
nearly 4,000 students attend the
Chippendale campus. This is well
ahead of projections.

The NSW budget announced the
demise of the Sydney Metropolitan
Development Authority (SMDA) and
its amalgamation with Landcom
into a new state-wide body called
Urbangrowth NSW. The new body
will have compulsory acquisition
powers like the current SMDA and
will be in place by mid-July.

The Australian Bureau of
Statistics has released its first figures
from the 2011 census. When compared
to earlier census data the 2011 figures
show population increases in the
Sydney LGA up 8.2 per cent over the
last five years with Redfern up 4.8 per
cent and Waterloo up 25.2 per cent for
over the same period. Over the last 10
years the population of Redfern has
increased 9.7 per cent and Waterloo
a huge 206 per cent!

After a short, sharp, award-winning
campaign they were advised by local
MP Carmel Tebbutt that their homes
were safe. Wanting to be totally sure
they launched a GIPA (FOI) request
for the studies used to provide the
assurances. Their request was declined
and they appealed to the Office of
the Information Commissioner who,
after eight months, issued a report
recommending TNSW undertake
further searches for the requested
documents. When this was not done,
SLA appealed to the Administrative
Decisions Tribunal (ADT).
As a result of the ADT proceedings,
TNSW was required to undertake
further searches, provide evidence
that withheld documents were
Cabinet documents and partially
release two documents. An October
2010 study found construction was
possible without affecting Leamington
Avenue and concluded: “Properties in
Leamington Ave could therefore be
removed from the potential project
S
land take requirements.” 

In response, residents are calling
on the UNDA to release its new
Masterplan and engage with residents
about its plans as a whole before any
more development applications are
approved.
Just as Darlington was gobbled
up by Sydney Uni’s expansion,
Chippendale residents fear their
suburb too is being threatened by an
ever expanding University of Notre
Dame. A key issue is that the UNDA
is a private corporation, and, as
such, not obliged to release the same
information as public Universities.
The latest Development Application
is for 1-7 Moorgate Street. Here
residents living alongside the UNDA
are concerned about the late operating
hours and weekend accessibility.
Similarly the larger community is
concerned that the nature of their
quiet residential streets is changing.
The Chippendale Residents Interest
Group is calling on Council to step
in and make sure the UNDA makes
public its plans and genuinely engages
S
and consults residents. 

“The Block. It was a gathering place
for the Aborigines back in them
bygone days. It is still a gathering
place because it is like Mother Earth
calling us back on to this land.”
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs,
Victor Dominello, paid his respects
to the traditional owners of the
land and to a person he obviously
held in high esteem. Joyce was
one of the community leaders who
received funding from the Whitlam
Government to purchase The Block
on behalf of the Aboriginal Housing
Company. She was also a life member
of The Settlement in Darlington.
Governor Marie Bashir said:
“I am honoured to pay my
respects to a strong Aboriginal

Minister Hazzard has characterised
the new body as “Landcom on
Steroids” and in the announcement
he said: “Urbangrowth NSW will
continue the Government’s 10,000
housing lots program; coordinate
and deliver lead-in infrastructure
and service provision to development
areas; plan and fast-track urban
renewal projects to unlock further
private sector investment providing more housing choice and
affordability.”
Ten focus areas were specified for
the 10,000 lots with the nearest being
Green Square Town Centre where
Landcom is already involved. Redfern
and Waterloo were not specifically
mentioned in the budget statements.
You can see the media release on
www.smda.com.au/.
Details are not yet available about
the implications for the SMDA
current work program and BEP2,
or what will happen with the ATP
which the government owns through
the SMDA. It has been reported that
Landcom Chair John Brogden is the
new Chair. So keep an eye on the
SMDA or REDWatch websites for
S
more details. 

woman I regarded my friend.”
Lord Mayor Clover Moore said:
“Aunty Joyce was a wonderful
woman who contributed a great
deal all her life to her community
and Aboriginal people in prison,
young women coming in from
the country, representing tenants
on The Block, raising her four
children and much more.
“I was very proud to see her cut
the cake at the launch of the Redfern
Community Centre with Governor
Marie Bashir back in 2004.
“All her life Aunty Joyce remained
positive, despite the adversity faced by
the Aboriginal community generally
and on The Block. She will be deeply
missed by all those who knew her.” S

This census has a number of changes
in how it reports information so data
is not easily comparable between
censuses. For example Eveleigh is
now a discrete suburb rather than split
between Erskineville and Darlington.
Darlington is combined this census with
Newtown and Ultimo.
These problems are addressed when
the data is further crunched to produce
community profiles comparing the
various census years. This process takes
about three months and the output
appears on the council’s community
profile website.
Only the core demographic data
has been released. More data will be
released as available with data requiring
more detailed processing available in
October. The 2011 Census data will
be used by the SMDA in their BEP2
recommendations. You can access
the ABS 2011 profiles for your suburb
at www.abs.com.au by selecting the
S
census tab. 
*Geoff Turnbull is the
Spokesperson for REDWatch.
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Our first year as GoGetters
Ben Aveling

It was time to retire the old car,
but my wife and I didn’t want to buy
another one. We’d heard of GoGet, but
we weren’t sure it could work for us.
We decided that we would try – for one
month we’d live without using our own
car, and then we’d decide.
All the cars have names. Our nearest car
is Liam the Yaris, and we booked him for
two hours the following Saturday.
Come the day, there’s dog hair all over
Liam’s front seats.
We have him cleaned, then find out
we will only be partially reimbursed for
the expense. And that we have to scan
the receipt and email it. Overall, the trip
was stressful – so much to learn – using
a swipe card to lock and unlock the car,
finding where the key lives (under the
dash), checking that some minor scratches
have been recorded in the log book,
dealing with the fuel card, and, worst of
all for us, Liam is an automatic.
It is an odd feeling to park a car in the
street and abandon it.
The next time we try to use Liam, there
is no dog hair – there is no Liam. We ring
GoGet, they blow the horn remotely, just
in case the car is parked nearby. Nothing.
They book a nearby car for us and credit
us $25 for the inconvenience – more than
the cost of the trip.
The next booking, there is, again,
no Liam. Same procedure, and again
we “earn” $25 for walking around the
block. (This would have been more than
inconvenient had there not been another
car available nearby.) We’re told that the
recalcitrant member will be suspended –
she pulled the same stunt the day before.
Three days later, another booking
and this time Liam is there. A totally
uneventful outing.
Encouraged, we book our first big
excursion, to Kiama. We fill up on the
way back and they don’t accept the fuel
card. Another receipt to scan and email
through for reimbursement.
After a month we haven’t used our car,
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O'FARRELL MAKES CRUEL GRAB
FOR CASH FROM PENSIONERS
The O'Farrell Government is raising public housing
rents for local pensioners, single parents and people
with disabilities in a grab for the supplement they will
receive from the Federal Government to offset costs
associated with carbon pricing.
The Premier's cruel grab for cash will cost the average
local pensioner an extra $85 per year in rent.
Ben Aveling with Liam the Yaris Photo: Esther Butcher

but we think we should. How long can
you leave a car unused before the battery
goes flat? It starts perfectly, and we go
shopping. When we get home we find
that we have a flat tyre. Coincidence? Who
knows. We change the tyre. The rego is
due soon. We sell the car instead.
After a month of booking in advance,
there is an evening meeting to attend.
Liam is free so I book it and go. The
meeting runs over so I ring up and extend
the booking by an hour – fortunately,
no-one else had booked him.
Later, walking home from the milk bar,
we are passed by Liam. Someone else has
taken “our” car!
After two months, using GoGet has
become uneventful. We book a car, use
it, return it. We never again experience the
sort of dramas we did the first few times.
In Adelaide for a weekend, we book a
GoGet, and it all just works.
We do once find graffiti on the side

window: “Go Get F’d.” Presumably
someone resents not being able to use the
car’s dedicated parking spot. But they are
missing the point. The more people use
GoGet instead of having their own car, the
more parking for everyone else.
Over the year we made 39 trips,
including three day trips and 84 hours
worth of shorter trips. Short trips like the
local shops or the fish market are $13 to
$15 each. Longer trips typically a bit over
$80. We walk more than we used to. To
our surprise, we aren’t spending more on
taxis; so long as there is parking, GoGet is
more convenient. All up, we travelled a
total of 989 km, and it cost $1,204.
The need to book means it’s not as
convenient as owning your own car. But
we don’t worry about rego or insurance
or servicing, each car has its own reserved
car park, we have the option of using
different cars, and it is much cheaper. We
have no plans to buy another car.  S

Hope despite the climes
Jesse Peters

Decades of incompatibility
between religion and science were
struck down at the Perceptions on
Climate Change forum held in June
at the Uniting Church’s Centre for
Ministry in North Parramatta. Climate
change specialists and leading
theologians spoke at the forum,
to discuss the impacts of global
warming, and what this means for
religious groups in society. Amid the
gloomy discussion of climate change
in recent months, the forum offered
a glimmer of hope to a somewhat
disillusioned crowd.
“I’m quite optimistic about how
renewable energy will cut into the
market”, stated Chief Commissioner of
the Climate Commission, Professor Tim
Flannery, one of the key speakers at the
forum. “As a country we are starting to
move. One of the things that has given
me heart is that overall energy use in
this country has reduced [but] there is
still a lot to do.”
In order to meet our 2020 target of a 5
per cent reduction in carbon emissions,
Professor Flannery spoke about the
decreasing costs of solar panels, and the
international uptake of renewable energy.
This has mainly been due to a response
in rising prices of fossil fuels. “Mexico
has just introduced a very comprehensive
Clean Energy Act that is going to help
it achieve its targets. South Korea just
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Tim Flannery at the Centre for Ministry in
North Parramatta Photo: Jesse Peters

passed an emissions trading scheme
‘Cap & Trade’ legislation … Germany
has 25 gigawatts of solar panels and 20
gigawatts of wind; that is how much all
of Australia needs.”
The forum also had a serious side
as it addressed the impacts of global
warming on Australia. Head of the
Department of Biological Sciences,
Professor Lesley Hughes, outlined to the
audience that different areas of Australia
will experience different impacts. “Up in
the north-west of the country it has been
getting wetter, the south-east of Australia
has been in a 40-year drying trend. We
are expecting in the future many more

extreme events; more extreme flooding,
more extreme heat, and it can also affect
our infrastructure.”
Sue, an audience member at the
forum, was concerned about the number
of climate deniers, and spoke during
question time about her concern for the
lack of action on climate change from
religious communities.
Phil, an anxious audience member,
asked the esteemed panel if “greed is
going to destroy this world? Do we need
to wean ourselves off greed?”
Principal of United Theological
College, Associate Professor Clive
Pearson, stated that, even though we are
in a consumer driven society, institutions
such as churches can develop cognitive
exercises to help remind people of the
seriousness of climate change. “There
are no traditional hymns or prayers that
mention climate change, and that is the
way Christian members act on their
faith. The [Uniting] Church can develop
cognitive actions where they are well
aware of climate change.”
The Perception on Climate Change
forum offered a serious case for hope, and
if Australia is to meet its 2020 target of 5
per cent reduction in emissions, religious
groups and the scientific community
must work together to rally support.
Forum organiser and closing speaker,
David Reichardt, closed the night in a
positive tone: “This has been a deeply
satisfying evening for me, having had a
career in science and theology. I think
S
there is a case for hope.” 

Premier O'Farrell's decision to jack up public housing
rents is nothing more than a cash grab that will hit
pensioners and vulnerable families in Heffron.
The O'Farrell Government has confirmed it will treat
the new supplement to offset the costs associated with
carbon pricing as part of the income assessment to
determine public housing rents.
This is nothing more than a baseless grab for cash at
the expense of Heffron's most vulnerable residents.
The Commonwealth is extending a supplement with
one hand, while the O'Farrell Government goes out
of its way to claw it back.
The additional money is meant for pensioners, not
Barry O'Farrell.
We all know that if you scrimp and save on a fixed
income, every dollar counts.
The O'Farrell Government's heartless decision will sting
the local veterans and pensioners who have worked all
their lives and deserve some respect.
Let’s not forget this is the same Liberal Government
that last year increased public housing rents for
veterans, pensioners and single parents by $10
per week.
We are seeing just how miserable and mean this
O'Farrell Government is with this decision to dip
its hand in the pocket of the most vulnerable.
A government that has to resort to this kind of cash
grab clearly has no heart, I urge residents to support
NSW Labor's petition launched this week by Labor
MLC Penny Sharpe.
This petition opposes the rent increase. Copies can
be obtained by calling my office on 9699 8166 or
the office of Labor MLC Penny Sharpe on 9230 2741.

Kristina Keneally MP
Member for Heffron
Phone: 9699 8166
Email: heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Mail: Shop 117/747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
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A better support system
Charles Turnbull

WATERLOO: Being born as a congenital
amputee has taught 30 year-old
Deborah Roach to be persistent.
The local resident has competed in
cycling at a national level and was
placed first in the disabled division
at the International Pole-dancing
Championships. But, as a disabled
Australian, Deborah also lives with
the current support system, and the
frustration that it brings. “I’m born
without an arm. Doctors say ‘good
luck’,” she said.
It is stories like these that have led to
the recent billion-dollar commitment to
a National Disability Insurance Scheme
(NDIS). The NDIS plans to introduce
lifetime budgets for 400 thousand
disabled Australians, doing away with
the current quota-based support system.
In fact, on hearing it called a support
system, Deborah asks: “What support?
Everyone knows that to get anything is
a fight. You have to plead your case.”
And Deborah is not alone with her
frustrations. Disabled Australians,
according to a report released by
PricewaterhouseCoopers in 2011, have
the poorest quality of life anywhere in the
developed world. “It’s not too uncommon
for individuals to be allocated no more

Deborah Roach Photo: Supplied

than two showers per week under the
current system,” said Daniel Kyriacou of
Every Australian Counts, the campaign
body pushing for a NDIS.
“Those families suffer their crises
behind their front door … It’s why
murder suicide is not an uncommon
thing to occur in families caring for
people with a disability, because there
are no other options or ways out,” Mr
Kyriacou said.
But the introduction of the NDIS is

set to amend these current flaws and
restructure the way Australia deals with
disabilities. “The NDIS is about meeting
people’s needs,” said Minister for Health,
Tanya Plibersek. “It’s about putting the
person with the disability and their
supporters or carers into the centre.”
However, whilst the NDIS is set to be
trialed in the coming year, its future is
still uncertain. The success of the scheme
relies heavily on funding agreements
between the states and the federal
government – something that remains
a long way off.
“There is still a huge number of
questions and uncertainty for families
of people with disabilities … There is not
a single deal with a single state,” said Mr
Kyriacou. There is also no budget plan
for the eight billion dollars per year that
the scheme will require by 2018.
But trialing the system and ensuring
that the most effective scheme is created,
is the immediate goal for Ms Plibersek
and NDIS campaigners. “You can’t
underestimate what a large and complex
design task it is … The disability groups
agree that it’s important to have a staged
roll-out,” Ms Plibersek said.
And for the Health Minister, the success
of the NDIS is about more than good
politics. “We have a moral obligation to
look after one another in a country like
S
Australia,” Ms Plibersek said. 

Sharpe focus on transport
An interview with Penny Sharpe MLC
Kate Texilake

Why has Redfern Station remained
undeveloped for so long? Do you support
the Lift Redfern campaign due to be
raised in parliament later this year?
Development of Redfern Station has
been on the list for a long time. There
have been lots of plans for development
in the area and it was always assumed
development of the station would be part
of these plans, but as they have fallen off
so has the station development. Redfern
Station needs action now. The lack of
accessibility is untenable for such a major
station and I support the Lift Redfern
campaign.
Key highlights and concerns for you in
the recent NSW Budget?
In the transport space, the government
did what they said they would, but I’m
concerned it’s not enough. We need to
expand our public transport system, not
just manage it. We need to look at ways
to get more people onto public transport
and out of cars. Congestion of the network
is an issue and we are at capacity with

tracks, trains and buses – we need to build
capacity.
I am also very concerned about cuts
to community services and the impact
of the government’s decision to increase
public housing rents [by including carbon
tax payments as assessable income in
determining rent]. I think this “carbon
clawback” is a huge and inexcusable
impost on these vulnerable members of
our community.
As a strong supporter of marriage equality,
what message do you have for anyone who
still opposes marriage equality?
I think marriage equality is inevitable
because the community is leading
politicians on this issue. I respect that
people have deeply held beliefs, and to
those who still oppose marriage equality
I say that this is an issue of equality
before the law. In Australia, marriage
is a civil institution and all people and
all relationships are equal before the
law. What’s really important in my
view is that marriage equality sends a
powerful message to GLBTIQ youth to
say you’re okay and we value you and

Greening Balmain
Brendan Wong

Greens MP Jamie Parker won the
seat of Balmain last year, becoming the
first Greens candidate to gain a seat in
the NSW Lower House. The win was a
major success for the Greens because
the electorate had been traditionally
Labor-leaning.
For Mr Parker, his success was an
important step in marking out the
future of the people in his electorate
and working towards social justice
and environmental sustainability. “It
was an opportunity for the people in
the electorate to express their values
and have it reflected in a party and
represented in parliament,” he said.
Mr Parker is proud of the work he has
done in the past year and the successes
he has achieved. “I’m feeling like we’re

your relationships.
What are the issues driving you at
the moment?
As Shadow Minister for Transport, I live
and breathe the issue. For me, transport
is the foundation of the city: it enables
connectedness, economic development
and access to health and other services.
Getting our transport system right is about
building the city we all want to live in.
What’s happening to the vulnerable in
our community is also something I’m
focused on and I’m concerned to see
the government’s cuts to important
community programs and services, such
as VisionCare, and the “carbon clawback”.
What do you think Sydneysiders will look
back on in 10 years time and wonder how
they ever lived with or without it?
In the transport space, I’m hoping
we’ll have much better real-time data on
transport services. I think smart phones
will transform the way we access transport
service info and I’d urge the government
to open up the transport data to make
S
this possible. 

An interview with Jamie Parker MP

making great progress in improving
maintenance issues in my electorate.
“Whether it’s helping a resident of
social housing get their gutters cleaned,
or their kitchen replaced, to working to
ensure that the light-rail will be built, it’s
being able to deliver and be successful,
not just for the people, but for the
environment of my local community.”
He said the main challenges were
the stances of the major parties in
parliament. “The Labor Party is still
a very conservative and right-wing
organisation, and when it comes to issues
such as law and order, Labor will side
with the Liberals.”
“It’s only people like myself and Clover
Moore that are focussing on protecting
civil liberties, rather than the more
draconian law and order approach of
both Labor and Liberal.”
Mr Parker said that public transport,

development and public housing were
the key issues he had been focussing
on in his electorate. “The former
government dropped the ball when it
came to investing and delivering public
transport infrastructure,” he said. “That’s
a must, and in my community that means
building the light-rail and improving the
bus and ferry system.”
Mr Parker is particularly critical of the
former Labor Government which he accused
of being in the “pockets of developers”.
“We need to make sure that the
reviews and the changes that this
Government is making are for the benefit
of the community and the environment,
rather than the developers. I felt like I
have made very strong progress in that
area. In particular, the fact that the
Government supported the call by the
Greens and other community groups
to abolish the infamous Part 3A of the
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Have you ever
wondered?
by Angelique Watkins
Have you ever wondered
if we should eat animals,
given the knowledge that
we do not need to in order
to survive and be healthy?
Is it a case of eating them
because we can, a show
of dominance over other
creatures, or is it just a
primitive urge that some
of us are just unable or
unwilling to quell?
Many argue that
hu ma n s a r e mora l ly
superior, and true, we
may be more complex and
developed, but shouldn’t
that mean that we be held
to a higher standard?
Shouldn’t we show more
compassion?
I don’t think anyone
can deny that animals
feel, that they suffer and
fear. Most of us would
do whatever we could
to keep our companion
a n i ma ls happy a nd
comfortable. So how then
do we rationalise harming
other animals?
Some may argue that
having a pet is not in

line with the theory of
caring for other animals.
This is an argument I do
not totally agree with,
a s m a ny c ompa n ion
animals are quite happy
and content, and others
have been rescued from
certain death. Other uses
that have been made of
animals in the workforce/
sport are more ambiguous.
Sniffer dogs and guide
dogs, for instance, appear
to enjoy being out working
w it h t h e i r t r a i n e r s /
companions; racehorses,
on the other hand,
undergo significant pain
and almost all racehorses
suffer life-threatening
injuries, such as exercisei nduced pul mona r y
haemorrhages, as a result
of the sport.
A thesis could be written
on the ethics of various
far ming techniques
and the ethics of using
various by-products, but
that aside, one thing that
is easily achieved by most
people, wh ich would
make a huge difference
to the negative impact
on the world, is to stop
eating meat.

Column sponsored by

Badde Manors CAFÉ
37 Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
Tel 9660 3797 (Open seven days & nights)

Authentic coffee-house culture of the 50s and 60s.
Warm and inviting.

Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act, which took power away from local
government and let the minister alone
determine whether or not an application
should be approved or refused.”
Mr Parker said he was committed to
fixing the 300 million dollar backlog of
public housing maintenance left by Labor.
“[It] is something which is an absolute
disgrace, which I’m working on, with my
local tenants groups and local residents
to try to end that massive shortfall in
maintenance expenditure. It’s leaving
people in disgraceful conditions and
our most important assets have been
demolished by neglect.”
Mr Parker said in the last year he
learnt that the key to political success
was building relationships with people

in parliament. “I genuinely think that
the approach taken by the adversarial
party system doesn’t work. What needs
to happen is you need to put forward
well-researched well-argued positions and
that’s how you can get things delivered
for your local community, rather than
scoring political points.”
On his plans for the future, Mr Parker
said he wanted to continue to be a great
representative of his local community.
“I want to express the values of my
community and the Greens and social
justice, environmental sustainability –
the grassroots democracy aspect – and I
want to be able to champion the causes
that are close to my heart and that of my
community and if I can do that, it will be
S
a great success.” 
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tripod cafe
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington
Ph: 9698 8677 Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

Pepsee
CUT & COLOUR H A IRSA LON

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available
276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008
Mobile: 0403 110 832

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby
Jemima Hall (left) teaching English as a Second Language Photo: Courtesy of Jemima Hall

Assure
Psychology
Urban Nature wellbeing centre
216 enmore rd (cnr edgeware Rd)
enmore nsw 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

St George’s
Church
Five Ways
245 Glenmore Road
Paddington
An inclusive
Anglican church
9am Holy Communion
every Sunday
7pm Holy Communion
1st & 3rd Sundays
Evening Prayer 2nd
& 4th Sundays
Rev. Clive Watkins
9360 6356

Reflections
on Cambodia

Avid readers will recall Jemima Hall who featured in the February issue
of the SSH. Now coming to the end of her eight-month mission as a
volunteer in Cambodia, Jemima took time to answer some questions
before boarding a plane for home.
Julia Jacklin

What has been the biggest challenge
for you?
Accepting that not everyone is here
for the same reasons as me. Admitting
that I was an “expat” who chose to
leave my country but who couldn’t
live my life here without my family.
Admitting that most women my age
have seen and heard more than I can
ever imagine. I’ve been working with
Cambodian Women’s Development
Agency (CWDA) and Australian
People for Health, Education and
Development Abroad (APHEDA).
During this time I have met women
my age who are the providers for their
families.
What has been the most rewarding part
of your volunteer work?
The most rewarding time was when
I met Raksmey, a 19 year-old girl who
was living under a shelter. Her mother
is living with AIDS. Raksmey was sent
away from her family to make mats
for an aunt. Whilst working in the
sweatshop surroundings she was beaten
and disowned. She heard of her father’s
death and mother’s illness and managed
to escape to find her brother in similar
conditions. Together they fled to the city
to reunite with their mother. Only to find
her suffering and unable to provide. They
were both taken in by two separate
NGOs. Raksmey told me she would lose
her brother if she couldn’t provide any
more for her family. I connected her
with a guesthouse run by an Australian
mother and her son. Her family has

been reunited. Now her brother is
also employed at the guesthouse and
she is able to support her mother.

the orphanages and the next thing you
see the director driving a Lexus. I can’t
help but question their values.

Can you take us through a typical day
of work?
Working as an English teacher for an
NGO was wonderful. Every day the girls
who were living in the shelter would be
preparing meals, studying, weaving, or
attending their counseling or medical
checks. In the two-hour Khmer lunch
break we would ride down to the market,
10 between four bikes. I’d then return
back to work with the staff and train
them in English and communication.

Did your expectations change
dramatically once you were faced with
the difficulties of being a volunteer?
I wouldn’t say I had difficulties
being a volunteer, it was the
best decision I ever made. Since
volunteering I feel I have had my
eyes pulled out and opened. I see
life through many eyes and angles.
I struggled when I saw the young in
pain, and constantly catching myself
asking why? I fear I don’t know how
to enter the western world after seeing
what I have been exposed to.

You must have arrived with some idea
of your mission, what you wanted to
achieve. Did this change whilst you
were there as you gained a better
understanding of Khmer life?
My mission was to work with an
orphanage outside of the city but
within a month my whole vision
shifted. The more I learnt about the
truths behind the orphanage life I
felt angry at myself for my idealistic
approach. Think of our Aboriginal
kinship systems, or binding blood of
families, of course it is the same for
Khmer people, how could I have not
thought that? Many pass children
through as orphans, but really they
have family members waiting for them
to be returned. An orphanage run by
westerners is seen as a boarding school
for the lucky children selected. They
are cared for, they study, they have toys
and beds, some even have computers!
Many people donate their money to

What can we do to contribute to
your cause?
I highly recommend volunteering
but make sure you do research into the
organisations first and read into their
founders. Legitimacy is still so hidden and
difficult to distinguish. However, programs
such as the Australian Youth Ambassadors
for Development (AYAD) are wonderful,
and well-known union agencies such as
APHEDA are fabulous with productivity
and support. I would recommend
organisations that are run by locals, such
as CWDA as they rely on immediate
hands-on support and donations rather
than being an established worldwide
S
recognised logo. 
If you want to read more about Jemima’s
trip take a look at her blog jhal1050.tumblr.
com which she updated throughout the
eight months she spent in Cambodia.
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Peace be
with you
faith
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

C

hristians, and possibly
people of other faiths, are
accustomed to greeting
each other with a handshke and
the words, “Peace be with you”.
The recipient of this blessing
responds, “And also with you”.
I wonder sometimes what we
think lies in this exchange
of peace?

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby
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Share cars create space

SSH

As reported in the SSH (June
issue) a group called George Street
for Everyone is concerned because
residents will lose some of their street
parking for their cars. My suggestion
is to put in a number of car-sharing
schemes along the street to give the
local residents access to the cars
without taking up valuable space. It
is the way all inner-city development
across the world is going because of the
increase in density. We all just have to
accept this fact.
Paul Jackson
Waterloo

E

Attitudes of professionals
and public
In the article headed “North
Eveleigh developments” (SSH June),
Kerrie Symonds from the Sydney
Metropolitan Development Authority
is reported as asserting “that they
were not the same thing as housing
commission apartments” with regard
to affordable housing. Would Ms
Symonds, who is employed by the
SMDA for her planning expertise,
care to provide the planning
documentation and instruments
setting out the different planning and
building standards for each of today’s
“housing commission” apartments and
affordable housing? (The former NSW
Housing Commission is now known
as NSW Family and Community
Services – Housing.) Again, the report
that “upon seeing pictures of other
HAF affordable housing buildings in
Zetland and Alexandria the crowd
snickered and jeered” portrays the
crowd as believing that police, nurses,
fire-fighters, service industry workers
and community sector workers should
be subjected to a significantly lower
standard of accommodation, belong
to a subclass of humanity, and should
know their place in life. The snickerers
and jeerers should remember this
displayed attitude when the police
are protecting them, the nurses are
looking after their health, the firefighters are saving their abodes, the
school teachers are teaching their
children, the service industry sector
workers are supplying the services that
they deem essential to their lifestyles,
and the community sector workers are
helping their families.
Ross Smith
Waterloo

thical issues are highlighted in
view of mining magnate Gina
Reinhart’s bid for a place on
the Fairfax board. Ms Reinhart is
apparently unwilling to sign the Fairfax
charter, which states in part: “That
the proprietor(s) acknowledge that
journalists, artists and photographers
must record the affairs of the city, state,
nation and the world fairly, fully and
regardless of any commercial, political
or personal interests, including those
of any proprietors, shareholders or
board members.”
The integrity of news reporting
can be compromised by financial
and political interests of editors and
journalists. That much would seem
self-evident.
Of course, media companies have
long been owned and managed by
wealthy individuals, whether greedy
moguls or philanthropists. It’s a
question of how editorial independence
is valued and maintained within
an organisation, whether privately
or publicly funded. It’s a question
of accountable transparency if not

pure objectivity. It’s a question of
“discerning genuine public interest
from sensationalism or gossip, and
maintaining standards that profess
strength of evidence over ferocity of
opinion” (SSH Guidelines).
Long time foreign correspondent and
sociologist, Dr Jonathan Bogais, who
is a consultant with the SSH, raises
concerns about long-term effects on the
intellectual development of children
when “true” freedom of information
is stigmitised by media owners,
seemingly to keep masses in a state of
ignorance to serve a specific corporate
or intellectual agenda.
We can learn something amid the
ruckus. We can learn to value all effort
towards accountable and fair reporting;
all effort with respect to discerning
journalism from infotainment. With
respect to online news delivery, we can
learn to value both speed and accuracy.
Academic Wendy Bacon has long
argued in favour of media diversity.
“Our failure to set up adequate rules
has led to the most concentrated
media in the developed world,” she
said again recently, “with News Ltd
and Fairfax Media controlling 86 per
cent of circulation” (SMH, 22/6/12).
Restructuring and downsizing at News
and Fairfax might just herald a new era
of diverse and local media.

***

I

t’s true that Kristina Keneally faced
formidable challenges in her time
as a local member, Minister and
Premier. Her political opponents were
not always above grubby tactics and
sexism. She led Labor to an election no
one was willing to predict she would
win. Public opinion had long turned
against her Labor government.
It’s also true that Kristina Keneally
was a conscientious and accessible
local member, Minister and Premier.
She was passionate about disability
services and social inclusion (and
issued a statement in support of
same-sex marriage). She wasn’t
intimidated by bullies. She led
her party with competence, good
humour, determination and grace
under pressure. Her concession
speech showed genuine respect for
the community she served. In 2010
and 2011, Kristina was a supporter of
ASCA (Adults Surviving Child Abuse),
and took part in campaigns sponsored
by the South Sydney Uniting Church
and the SSH. We wish to record our
gratitude for 10 years of public service,
and wish Kristina every success in her
new role with Basketball Australia.  S

Labor’s community preselection trial
OPINION
Peter Whitehead

T

here are people with faces
we cannot put names to in
ALP Head Office at Sussex
Street who have much invested
in the Community Preselection
process trialed recently in the
City of Sydney Mayoral ballot.
The expense of the experiment
– which included sending letters to
most of you detailing stuff about the
Australian Labor Party that left you cold
– has been guesstimated somewhere
above $500,000 with plausible
arguments of a million dollar spend.
Public meetings were held where
candidates spoke their corners of debates
on childcare, bike paths, small bars,
social equity, alternative energy blue
sky dreaming et al. The Public attended
these rare opportunities in handfuls,

never outnumbering the tens of Party
diehards supporting their favourites.
City of Sydney’s sole Labor Councillor,
Meredith Burgmann, trilled delight at
the turnout: “We had almost 5,000
voters which is a huge success and we
will certainly be doing it again … We
would have been happy with 2,000
voters. I think this type of preselection
will be repeated around the country.”
General public votes for Mayoral
Candidates were: Cameron Murphy
902, Linda Scott 867, Jonathan Yee
839, Cassandra Wilkinson 579 and
Damian Spruce 425. Preferences
pushed Scott past Murphy to a
majority that saved scrutineers adding
the 20 per cent weighting for female
candidates. Less than 5 per cent of
eligible voters took the opportunity.
ALP members’ votes were: Scott
148, Murphy 103, Yee 54, Wilkinson
21, Spruce 12 and informal 3. After
preferences Scott was ten clear 174 v
164 and with her due weighting she

scored 209 to win by 55. More than
50 per cent of ALP members voted.
Some long-term members expressed
disappointment at the lack of booths
in populous precincts North or East
of Sussex Street. There were cyberdifficulties for online voters due to
identity verification technical bugs.
A fortnight later ballot order of
Council candidates was determined by
the tried and untrue method of rank and
file voting at Sussex Street, Saturday,
10 til 2 at short notice after procedural
objections were rejected and deals
honoured so Damian Spruce takes the
theoretically electable second position
behind pre-selectorial ally, Scott, ahead
of high-profile community firebrand,
the factionally unalignable Jo Holder,
in the improbable third spot. Yee and
Wilkinson are slotted 4 and 5 on a
ticket to be filled by anyone caring to
ask a Head Office face they can put a
name to for the honour of being on the
S
ballot paper. 

What is true peace? When the
Christ offered this peace to his
friends, he said: “Peace I leave with
you. My peace I give to you. I do
not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled,
and do not let them be afraid.” This
is obviously an ambiguous sort of
peace. Why would Christ’s friends
be troubled and afraid when they
have received the gift of peace, and
what is the peace which the world
offers, but is not of God?
Obviously, there are moments
in life when we simply feel happy
and at peace. Everything seems
to be going our way, maybe some
problems are solved, love lies
around us and the future looks
good. There is no reason why we
should not enjoy those moments
and receive energy and hope from
them. God is not mean!
However, maybe the Christ was
looking at a wider and higher and
deeper version of peace. He always
seemed to be conscious of his
place in the world. He looked out
on the creation and saw who was
suffering, or being unjust. He had
a grand view of what life is about
and what he might offer into that
and encourged his friends to do
the same.
Maybe Divine peace is the
mystery of a state of being which
lives in fulness, hope and serenity to
achieve a dream of true community
for all creation, no matter how hard
or impossible that seems to be.
As we do that, of course, there are
times when we cannot see the way
ahead or we suffer for the cause
for which we stand. To receive a
gift of peace which overrides that
and restores us to a sort of energy
for good and a state of being which
engages us with the life of God is
always a miracle.
So, when we say to someone,
“Peace be with you”, it really is like
a prayer. The one who receives that
gift may pray that she or he will
discover a true openness to that gift.
Sometimes that gift is enhanced by
things around us – the sound of
music, the sight of the sky at dawn,
the perfume of a flower or the smile
on the face of a child.
All these things are additions to
our possibility for peace, if we will
look for them and truly add them to
our lives.
And why would we long for this
deeper experience of peace? The
reality is that it can transform each
day for us and gather us into the
vision for a differemnt and more
loving world. It can renew us so
that we are prepared to begin again
in the costly sharing of love and
inviting our leaders, and the people
around us, towards a greater hope,
instead of cynicism and meanness.
So ... “Peace be with you!”
Together we might be set free to
S
create new life together! 
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The people behind the SSH
“Trevor’s vision” – a paper for the people of South Sydney. Panorama from the roof of a church building Trevor once climbed. Photo: Esther Butcher

The South Sydney Herald (SSH) is published each month by the South Sydney Uniting Church (SSUC)
with the support of a band of volunteer contributors and distributors. Why does this small church
publish a community paper and how does it contribute to the work of the congregation? After all,
with the exception of the regular faith column, there is nothing obviously religious about the articles.
Julie McCrossin

D

orothy McRae-McMahon is
a minister-in-association at
the church and the features
editor. “When we began the paper
around a decade ago, we felt that the
mainstream media almost always
presented bad news about our area,
particularly Redfern,” she explained.
“We wanted to tell the stories of
what we saw as a marvelous and
diverse community, rich with
lives of creativity and survival.
We also wanted to encourage
deeper discussions on concerns
and issues around us, as against
sensationalism and spin.”
Local Waterloo resident and chair of
the church council, Heather Robinson,
echoes the desire to “tell good stories
about the area”. She says the paper
is “about building a community
and involvement with people”. The
mainstream media tend to see the
problems on the streets of South
Sydney. “We look at people in our
community with the eyes of Christ,”
Heather says, “We see the worth and
value of people.”
This “storytelling” is a valuable
part of the work of the church, says
news editor, elder, and long-term
Redfern resident, Lyn Turnbull. “Jesus
was a storyteller,” she says, “he used
parables all the time. An ability to
tell stories that are relevant to the
community that the church is working

in is a really valid way of engaging.
We give a voice to the marginalised.
In this gentrifying area, there will be
losers unless people speak up.”
Fundamentally, the paper is about
hope and the values of the Sermon
on the Mount, which recognises the
peacemakers and the poor. “It’s not a
rose-tinted glasses view of the area,”
says parish minister and managing
editor, Andrew Collis, “but hope is
really important. The paper’s role is to
link up readers with their local leaders
and help make information and
resources accessible.”
He cites the many stories the
paper has published about “tireless
Aboriginal and other leaders in
various organisations in South
Sydney”, such as, Shane Phillips
from the Tribal Warrior Association,
which offers training and mentoring
to young people, and NSW Police
Superintendent Luke Freudenstein, the
current Local Area Commander, who
works imaginatively to build positive
relationships with local people.
“Shane Phillips was instrumental in
setting up family days on The Block
and Luke Freudenstein trains with
young people in the gym,” Andrew
Collis explains. “As the local Uniting
Church minister, I get to be part of
that and to help communicate the
good news.”
Assistant editor and Sydney
University student, Kate Williamson,
also values the opportunity to tell
stories about the “creative and

positive things local people are doing”.
In a recent issue, Kate interviewed
Aboriginal Community Liaison Officer
with Redfern Police, Lesley Townsend,
about her 15 years working to improve
local relationships and the progress
she sees.
Publishing the SSH builds
relationships because people value the
media coverage the paper provides,
as well as the opportunity to raise the
profile of important issues. The church
has collaborated on public events with
Adults Surviving Child Abuse (ASCA)
to recognise their Forget-Me-Knot
Blue Ribbon Days. “A couple of years
ago, the then NSW Premier, Kristina
Keneally, untied a blue ribbon we
had wrapped around the church to
symbolise the hope of healing and the
photo was on the front page of the
SSH,” Heather Robinson remembers.
“Last year the Lord Mayor of Sydney,
Clover Moore, came to Redfern
Park, along with people from many
local organisations, to show support
for adults abused as children by
symbolically untangling the knot of
child abuse.”
In 2012 the paper marked ANZAC
Day with a front-page photograph
of marchers in Redfern, including a
picture of visiting young Aboriginal
dancers from the Central Coast.
The “Coloured Digger March”, as the
local community calls it, recognises
the contribution of Aboriginal
servicemen and women. “We were
able to send copies of the front page

to the young dancers,” Andrew Collis
says, “and they were thrilled.”
Striking photographs have been a
feature of the SSH for many years,
especially the work of the late Ali
Blogg who worked tirelessly to
capture the heart and spirit of the
South Sydney community in her
photographs. Sadly, Ali died in April
this year and her work for the paper is
deeply missed.
Assistant editor, Esther Butcher,
another key person in the voluntary
team, shares the commitment to
powerful photography. “A good
photograph gives the story a visual
punch to get readers engaged,” Esther
explains. “On the day the Aboriginal
Housing Company got its first
approval to redevelop The Block, the
cover photograph captured a moment
in history and symbolised hope for
future generations. It shows Aboriginal
leader, Mick Mundine, with his hands
on his young nephew’s shoulders,
flanked by Premier Kristina Keneally
and local member Tanya Plibersek.”
When one of the founders
of the paper, activist and elder,
Trevor Davies, died suddenly last year,
the Pitt Street Uniting Church was
packed with hundreds of mourners for
his funeral. A few days earlier, about
80 people gathered in the afternoon
on the pavement outside Trevor’s
favourite coffee shop, the Tripod Café
on Abercrombie Street in Chippendale.
The hearse with Trevor’s body was
parked there too.

Andrew Collis and Dorothy
McRae-McMahon led a simple meeting
with a microphone. Everyone was
invited to share memories of Trevor.
Many people, who were unwilling
or unlikely to enter a church, had
the opportunity to experience a
connection with faith and a ritual that
offered comfort at a difficult time.
Similarly at Christmas, the Tripod
Café was packed with contributors
and distributors of the SSH. Andrew
Collis was the MC for a dinner that
celebrated the achievements of the
local community.
The fundamental theology that
underpins the paper is about God’s
love for the world and loving your
neighbour. “To put it simply, the
church’s mission is to tune in and take
part in that love,” Andrew says.
In the 1930s in New York,
Catholic-convert Dorothy Day and
others founded the Catholic Worker
newspaper and Houses of Hospitality
for the homeless. This example is part
of the inspiration for this local church
in Waterloo to publish a community
paper. The SSUC collaborates with the
Cana Communities, started by Sister
Anne Jordan and Father Brian Stoney,
to offer accommodation and support
to homeless men at the church each
Wednesday night.
“All this means we are a church
which is both challenged and
encouraged, as we try to live out our
faith in loving our neighbours,” says
S
Dorothy McRae-McMahon. 

Bishop rethinks marriage
John McIntyre

O

n the whole, the response
from the churches [to the call
from some in our community
for the Federal Parliament to change
the legal definition of marriage to
allow gay and lesbian people to
marry] has been an understandable
recourse to the so-called “traditional”
view of marriage. To be honest, I
am not sure how well this works,
because I am not sure there is much
agreement in the churches about
the traditional view of marriage,
and I am not sure there is a lot
of acknowledgement that even
the Christian view of marriage
has changed over recent years.
The Judaeo-Christian view
of marriage is in the first place
fundamentally a realist’s view. Our
forebears knew people were going to

have sex, no matter what, and so they
knew children were going to be born,
no matter what. Under God, therefore,
marriage was instituted to give legal
protection to the children who are
inevitably born; legal protection to
the good order of the society in which
sexual relationships are inevitable, and
legal protection to persons in committed
life-long sexual relationships. Properly
understood, marriage is an institution
to protect children, to ensure the good
order of society, and to guarantee
the rights of married persons.
Secondly, the Judaeo-Christian
view of marriage, based as it is in our
Scriptures, has from the beginning
been in a state of change and flux.
Like any other human institution,
even those established under God,
marriage is an organic reality and it
grows and changes over time. To name
just one obvious fact, it is clear that
in the early days of the institution

of marriage in Hebrew life, marriage
was not monogamous. The Old
Testament stories of the patriarchs
and the kings make that very clear.
More recent changes are reflected
in the various introductions to
the marriage service in our own
prayer books, from the 1662 Book
of Common Prayer through to the
current A Prayer Book for Australia.
Furthermore, in recent times we
have become entirely more tolerant of
the re-marriage of divorced persons,
and rarely if ever question the right
of persons to marry if they do not
intend to have children, which most
certainly was not always the case.
However, what is interesting is
that the right of certain classes of
people to marry never seems to have
been much under discussion in the
church, except in relation to so-called
“prohibited relationships”, such as
brothers and sisters, or in relation

to a person’s age. Certainly it was
assumed it would always be a man
and a woman who married, but was
that not simply because that is how
children are born? Or was it perhaps
because up until recently there was
no perception that people could be
anything other than heterosexual?
It is interesting to note, however,
that on grounds other than their view
of marriage, the early Christians did
assume the rights of all people to marry.
For example, contrary to Roman law,
Christians allowed people from different
social classes in the Roman Empire
to be married. This was not because
of their view of marriage but because
they believed that across all social
differences, “All are one in Christ Jesus”.
So where does that leave us in an
age where people are known to be
same-sex attracted and where we
have the IVF program? Is there not an
argument that all people should have

access to the institution of marriage,
precisely in order to guarantee under
law the ongoing protection of children;
the good order of society and the
rights of those who are in committed
life-long relationships? And is it not
perhaps unjust to deny the rights of
any group of people to that access?
The way of the Gospel, in the end,
is the way of persuasion by a godly
life, and by godly words and actions.
A godly life, and godly words and
actions are marked by grace, and the
truth on any matter will emerge as we
live by the same grace with which we
S
are met by God in Jesus Christ. 
The Rt Rev’d John Charles McIntyre
is Bishop of the Diocese of Gippsland.
John was formerly Rector at St
Saviour’s Anglican Church in Redfern.
This is an abridged excerpt from
John’s address to the 36th Synod,
May 18-20, in Sale, Victoria.
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Artist in the house
Artist Profile: Jovana Terzic
Jane Barton
Although Serbian artist, Jovana
Terzic, has been in Australia less than
12 months, the Belgrade-born 30
year old is awe-struck by Australia.
“My expectations have been far
exceeded,” she says, in an interview in
her studio in George Street, Redfern.
She is thrilled to have gained the
South Sydney Uniting Church artist
residency, an event she describes as a
happy set of coincidences.
Classically trained in Belgrade,
Jovana studied at the College for Design
and then five years at the Academy of
Fine Arts. “I had five years, a traditional,
very classical education. We were taught
many techniques, as well as anatomy,
life drawing and still life.”
The hard part has been to liberate and
develop her personal style. “We had a
few really good professors and artists,
but Serbia is still a bit isolated. I used
to travel but not a lot because of visa
restrictions.”
Jovana tried to keep track of what
was happening in the contemporary
European art scene and travelled to
Poland and Finland, but a trip to
Kenya and Egypt was the turning
point for a new way of thinking about
her art practice. She was inspired by
the fecundity she encountered and the
notion of the plentiful Earth, and that
Africa is the cradle of humankind.
She describes her work as “inspired
by nature and our human place in this
big order. I have my own personal
mythology through which I try to
communicate with others.”
It is a world of thoughts, different
characters and real-life inspiration. Her
work has been described as whimsical.
She says simply that she doesn’t try to
force anything in her work, allowing her
subconscious to “do the thing”.
“People have said ‘everyone is good
in your paintings’. I am inspired by
light and darkness, the dual character
of everything. I am conscious of both,

Jovana Terzic in Sydney Photo: Ilkke

but the positive comes out.”
Jovana was 10 when the former
Yugoslavia went to war, tearing itself
apart in a vicious civil war. She is
reluctant to talk about her experiences,
but gives the impression of a deep
world-weariness. “I was 10 years old,
not really affected. People have been
in a worse situation.” She shrugs, then
adds: “You are a kid, it makes a scar.
There are always good and bad people
but you never know – does society make
good individuals or good individuals
make good society?”
She is struck by the sense of freedom
she has encountered in Sydney and the
artistic possibilities it offers. “I can feel
vitality here, people take action, people
ask questions.”
Serbia is the result of one big state,
Yugoslavia, being divided up. For
Jovana, it has been a regressive step.
“The intellectual elite are chased from
the country, young people, good artists,
thinkers chased away. Arts and sciences
are not supported. But without people
who think differently, others find it
easier to rule.”
A new Serbian pro-nationalist
government recently replaced
a “progressive pro-European”
administration. Now installed in
Belgrade, it offers a dog-whistle call
to all the bad old Serbian tendencies.
“Australia is somehow innocent, you
look at the future and change it.
Tradition is good but it’s heavy to get
rid of. Here people are making the vibe
of the place, how you feel. I don’t feel

“Potapanje Brodova”/“Shipwreck”, Mixed Media, 2006 Artwork: Jovana Terzic

like a stranger here. It’s easy, people
are easy-going, everything is flowing.
If there is a problem then it’s solved in
a way and you continue.”

Jovana will exhibit her work
at the Orchard Gallery (56a
Raglan St Waterloo) in 2013.

She will also teach a Saturday
Art Class at the Gallery on
July 21 (12-4pm). Please visit:
girlnearsighted.blogspot.com.au

WEAVE only just begun
Andrew Collis
WEAVE (Working to Educate,
Advocate, Voice & Empower) has
a substantial stake in the South
Sydney community. Its broad ranging
programs and services encourage
and empower people who have
experienced issues relating to mental
health, homelessness, depression,
addiction, generational trauma,
poverty and injustice.
Formerly known as South Sydney
Youth Services, WEAVE is a non-profit
community organisation working with
approximately 2,000 people, over 60 per
cent of whom are Indigenous Australians.
Thursday June 21 saw an impressive
show of artworks (including silent and
live auctions) hosted by the WEAVE
Art Centre and opened by Deputy Lord
Mayor Robert Kok. The Art Centre

needs to relocate from premises on
Wilson Street, Eveleigh – hence the
exhibition title, Exit – and a new venue
is keenly sought.
Lisa Gomez was diagnosed in her
early twenties after years of struggling to
keep up with herself and her moods. “I
felt things in extremes,” she said, “from
happy highs and laughing fits to deathlike
black moods. For me, any creative outlet,
especially painting … were probably
the only things that helped me not to
completely lose my sanity. Painting a
blank canvas is like exploring inner space.
It is a connection between my inner and
outer worlds, and a sense of humour
reminds me that it’s not all dollars.”
Lisa was one of only 12 artists whose
works were selected for live auction at
the Exit exhibition. The special guest
auctioneer was Ronan Sulich of Christie’s.
From ceiling to floor, the space
was filled with artworks, representing

the creativity of hundreds of painters,
printmakers and sculptors. The works are
a credit to all involved, not least Artistic
Director Camille Masson-Talansier.
“Our mission is to promote
public awareness, understanding and
appreciation of Outsider Art and
Indigenous Art to the wider community,
through a program of education,
exhibition, collecting and publishing,”
said Mardi Diles, Team Leader of
the Dual Diagnosis Program and the
Art Centre.
Donations are needed to assist the
many programs of WEAVE, so that:
families get the right help to support
their children and teenagers, including
parenting programs; counselling is
available for those who would not usually
get access; young people get access to
educational opportunities; young people
with mental health and/or drug and
alcohol issues get timely, holistic support;

WEAVE’s Exit show at Carriageworks Photo: Andrew Collis

disadvantaged children get access to
quality, social, recreational and support
programs; and young people are diverted

from the juvenile justice system.
www.weave.org.au
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Book Review
by Sandra Beeston

Love & Hunger: Thoughts
on the Gift of Food
Charlotte Wood
Allen and Unwin, 2012
“Food, glorious food!” is a song from
the musical Oliver!, but could just as well
be the soundtrack of the past five years,
as people (“foodies”) all round Australia
and the world can’t seem to get enough
of it. They try to emulate famous chefs
or just drool in front of the television,
over the pages of glossy magazines or
the multitude of cookbooks coming out
every year.
Love & Hunger by Charlotte Wood
differs from regular cookbooks in that
it touches more on the act of cooking
as a way to support and care for loved
ones in difficult times. Close friend, food
writer and journalist Stephanie CliffordSmith says of the book: “So many cheffie
cookbooks [...] paralyse the reader with
feelings of inadequacy. This, on the other
hand is all about ease and accessibility.
It’s the kind of food that works because
it’s relaxed, generous and importantly
not faddish.” It contains very personal
anecdotes on Charlotte’s view of cooking,
her family story, as well as reflections on
what she’s observed in other people’s
relationship to food.
In May, Wood was invited by Newtown
bookshop Better Read than Dead to
talk at the Newtown Library about Love
& Hunger. Stephanie Clifford-Smith was
also present to introduce Charlotte and
interview her for the audience.
While better known for her work in
fiction, with several acclaimed novels (The
Children, Animal People), Wood also has
her own cookery blog, How to Shuck an
Oyster: “Writing novels is really hard,
it’s quite demanding! [..] I feel that it’s
work, whereas the blog writing is play.”
The idea for Love & Hunger was
initially to offer a practical guide to
cooking for people when they’re sick
or broken-hearted, but it turned out to
be a very personal account of her own
family story.
Wood started cooking at about the
same time she started writing, when she
was at university. One day as she was
invited to a lunch at her painting teacher’s
house, she found out that the recipe
used by his wife was from Elizabeth
David. She immediately bought a copy
of Mediterranean Food, an old copy she
still cherishes for sentimental reasons:
“It was like destiny. I took it home and
started cooking.” For Wood, cooking is
a way to create something without the
fear of being judged and critiqued by
reviewers, readers: “There’s just no sense
of the public evaluation [...]. I love that
it’s a private act of creativity that has
nothing to do with commerce.”
Giving food can also be a way to help
distressed people (as long as it is done in
a way that is not demanding or intrusive,
she says), and to illustrate this, evokes
difficult times for her family, when her
father passed away (she was 19): “Our
little town gathered around and looked
after us using food.” She talks with
emotion about their neighbour who had

cooked a Christmas feast shortly before
her father died, which in hindsight was a
beautiful symbolic gesture, his own way
to tell his friend that his family would
be taken care of.
What makes a good host is one of the
topics addressed in the book (“Don’t let
your guests wait!”), but she says being a
guest brings as much responsibility as
hosting. The etiquette wants that the
guests shouldn’t turn up late, but showing
too early is also a big no-no. Never
arriving empty-handed and keeping
conversational energy up, are also at
the top of the list: “Basically, don’t be a
jerk!” she says.
The book also deals with the increasing
trend to food aversions: the “Adult Picky
Eaters” syndrome. She finds it rather
rude, when invited to someone’s house,
to refuse eating food just because you
don’t like it. She cites a philosophical
argument: “[B]eing a picky eater is a way
of cutting yourself off from all kinds of
development as a human being.”
She concedes, however, an aversion to
some foods, namely offal. She decided to
research it and came across the American
psychologist, Paul Rosen, who
has analysed the core emotions of disgust.
She found out that the fear of offal was
linked to our fear of death: “We are most
disgusted by things that remind us that
we are animals. Bodily fluids, etc., at a
really basic primal level, remind us that
we are gonna die. The inside coming out,
that’s what we reject,” she says.
A few months ago, she had the
opportunity to put into practice what
she preaches and use up as many parts of
the animals by cooking and eating them
as part of an assignment for Good Weekend
magazine. During her “weekend-long
adventures in offal”, she had to work
her way, nose-to-tail through a cow:
tongue, kidney, liver, heart, cheek, tail …
“I probably won’t do it again!”
When the question of cooking shows
arises, Wood says that even though she’s
quite addicted to Masterchef, it has more
to do with entertainment, drama, stress,
conflict, pressure, and that it represents
the complete opposite of what she wants
in her own kitchen: “I hate the idea of
performance and competition in the
home kitchen, I can’t stand it. But as
long as you’re aware that those things
are separate, I think it’s fine.”

»»books@ssh.com.au

Film Reviews
by Lindsay Cohen

Prometheus
Director Ridley Scott
Starring Noomi Rapace, Logan
Marshall-Green and Michael Fassbender
Genre Science Fraction
“In space, no-one can hear you scream”
went the slogan for the original Alien
film, but with Prometheus no-one will
hear you scream because there’s nothing
to scream about.
What made the original Alien great
and ground-breaking is that it was a
horror film set in space. Instead of ghosts
and haunted houses there were aliens and

space ships. Alien was to Star Wars what
the Rolling Stones were to the Beatles, an
antidote of sorts to lightness and fluffiness
(Star Wars even had teddy bears in it).
As a stand-alone sci-fi film inspired
by Alien, Prometheus is pretty good. It
lacks nearly all the darkness and tension
of Alien but is still Alien-like (or perhaps
Alien-lite). But despite Ridley Scott
being quoted that the film should work
stand-alone there are too many direct
references to Alien, especially in regards
to the reproductive habits of the aliens
themselves. You can’t help but compare
and contrast and draw the conclusion
this is a genuine prequel and an attempt
at answering some questions posed by
the original.
At the very least, Prometheus is a
prequel to itself, even Scott has admitted
that he’s set up the sequel to the prequel
in the very first scene (which begs the
question why it didn’t come at the end
of the film). So like any good sci-fi film
it asks more questions than it answers. It
certainly doesn’t answer the big question
around which the film is based: Where
did we come from?
For that we’ll have to wait for the
prequel’s sequel. Or not.
Rating: Three-and-a-half slimes

Polisse
Director Maïwenn
Starring Karin Viard, Joey
Starr and Marina Foïs
Genre Drama, so much drama
After three back-to-back films in one
day during the Sydney Film Festival
the last thing I needed was an intense
French psychological drama about the
detectives in a Child Protection Unit in
a regional French city. It wasn’t so much
the stories of paedophilia and other
forms of child abuse as the intensity of
the dialogue which resulted in rapid-fire
subtitles while the detectives argued,
discussed, debated, cajoled and just
chatted about everything from politics
to human relationships, their jobs and
the pressures of living.
While Polisse is an intense and
personal exploration of the lives of
these detectives, the acting is, overall,
excellent, and the scripting insightful,

funny at times and intensely interesting,
much of that was lost on me because of
the sheer mental effort of concentrating
through two hours and thousands of
subtitles. I never truly got into the heads
of the actors and never got to the stage
I’d normally get with subtitles where
I’d forget I’m reading them and just
watch the film.
As winner of the Jury Prize at the
2011 Cannes Film Festival, it’s almost
certain that Polisse has even more
worthy features than the many that I
managed to discern. For one thing, there
were a number of moments common
to subtitled films where people in the
audience who probably didn’t need the
subtitles laughed out loud at situations
or comments that I found moderately
amusing at best.
With so much dialogue it’s no surprise
there was much lost in the translation.
But that shouldn’t detract from what
is a highly watchable, if tough, fly-onthe-wall docudrama. Just ensure you’re
ready for the million-miles-an-hour
subtitles. Or learn French.
Rating: Four baguettes

»»film@ssh.com.au

Laurels not
resting on debut
The Laurels Photo: Lyndal Irons

Layth Saeed
The highly anticipated debut
album from Sydney psycherockers, The Laurels, was very
close to being the album that never
was. Although the recording of
Plains began in brilliant sunshine,
the remainder was completed in
a week where NSW experienced
its most significant flooding in
recent history. As the record took
shape, the creek surrounding the
makeshift studio began to rise and
things started looking a little dire.
Save for the heroics of producer
Liam Judson wading across a
raging causeway clad only in
his underpants and holding the
master tapes high above his head,
it may never have seen the light
of day. Guitarist and lead vocalist,
Piers Cornelius, took time out to
talk with the SSH.
How long have you been working
on material for Plains? I’ve noticed
that “A Rival” has been a closer in
your sets for a while now.
Yeah, that’s right. Well, there’s
probably about five songs on the
album that we’ve been playing for
quite a while now, then there’s
the other half which are all new
ones that I suppose were written
or rehearsed for the first time

about a month or so before we
went into recording. I think it was a
real conscious effort to show, you
know, this is what we were doing
and this is what we’re writing now.
The album is a lot more stripped
back in a sense and hints at a
slightly new direction.
Well, all the demos we have for
the songs have all the guitar parts
and those layered vocal harmonies
and stuff on them. But when we
play live it’s much easier to play
loud and try and destroy people’s
ears than play it exactly how it was
written. With this, however, we
really wanted to make a record you
could listen to over headphones
without ruining your ears. To take
Joy Division for example, their live
sound, if you listen to bootlegs
and stuff, is more of a full-on loud
guitar attack with heavy drums,
like the Stooges or something. But
when you listen to their albums
every instrument is really given
its own space. I’m keen, at the
moment, on having the two things
as sort of separate, but I’m yet
to see if we’re going to try and
replicate the album live.
How much control over the
sound did you give to Liam
[Judson]?
Well, originally, we split the
album over two locations. One

lot we did over a weekend and
just recorded two songs and the
rest was done over about eight
days. I guess that first two days
was a bit of an experiment to see
how it would end up sounding with
Liam as producer. I mean we had
a fair idea what we wanted to do
and we discussed it with Liam
and he understood that pretty
well. Liam was great with letting
me know when the vocals just
sounded terrible or the guitar
tracks sounded too similar to
other songs we’d done.
The album was recorded in
some pretty remote locations with
various noise restrictions limiting
recording to daylight hours.
Yeah, that was in the eight-day
stretch. Having to stop in the
evenings out of respect for our
neighbours kind of halved the time
we expected to have in the studio.
But it also turned out to be good
in a way because at the end of the
day you could relax and sit out on
the patio rather than going close
to a week without sleep.
Plains is out July 13 on Rice
is Nice. The SSH has three
CDs to give away. Email
editor@ssh.com.au with a
song title by The Laurels.
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The Herd Photo: Supplied

Fighting words we Herd
Layth Saeed
I recently attended the Building
Bridges festival at the Standard,
featuring The Herd, Watussi, Dog
Trumpet and Ember with Iranian
poet Mohsen Soltani. The evening’s
goal was to raise funding and
awareness for the Refugee Action
Coalition. The Herd gave their usual
exciting performance, and afterwards
I managed to catch up with one of
their frontmen, Ozi Batla.
The so-called Pacific solution ran
from 2001 to 2007. Now we’ve seen
similar policies put forward by both
sides of parliament. What are your
thoughts on that?

It goes to the heart of federal
Labor’s problem. They spent 10 years
shadowing Howard and basically trying
to appeal to the same prejudices that
seemed to keep winning him elections,
so when they took power they didn’t
really have a clear idea, except that the
polls said that being harsh on refugees
was popular, so the voices within the
Labor Party, and Liberal to be fair, that
wanted a more humane refugees policy,
didn’t really get heard. There are still
people within the parties that don’t
agree with the way that it’s going but
they just don’t have the numbers. In
much the same way Labor continues
with the NT Intervention. They’re
issues that seem to be popular. It’s

just a complete lack of leadership, in
the same way that the Libs showed
a complete lack of leadership with
Pauline Hanson and let that get out
of control, when all you really needed
was for someone to stand up and say,
“This is crap!” I mean, whoever came
up with the Malaysian solution, it’s
very Machiavellian. In the end you’re
just trading human lives. I found that
whole thing very reprehensible.
I’ve noticed that you’re taking part in
the Walk Together campaign, headed
by www.welcometoaustralia.org.au/.
How did you get involved in that?

Well, I got approached by Brad
Chilcott, who’s one of the organisers.
They’re just looking for people who
have been outspoken about the issue
in the past. It’s cool, you know, people
like Jessica Rowe, we’re following each
other on Twitter now, she’s just written
a really good piece for Hoopla online.
Also people like Father Bob and Jarrod
McKenna giving the churches’ side of
it. I think it’s a really good campaign,
it’s got a broad spectrum and we’ve all
got our own networks through which
we can raise awareness. It’s almost
dovetailing into some other campaigns
like the Letters for Rangini, the Sri
Lankan mum who’s in Villawood at
the moment, it’s good, it’s bringing
people together. It’s a hard issue to try
and stay positive about, so it’s good to
have these moments of unity.

I find as a nation we tend to be
incredibly selfish, and everyone likes
to think they’re self-made, but we
jealously guard this privilege like it’s
a right, like we’ve earned it in some
way, when we didn’t. I don’t see how
people can ignore the contribution
that migrants have made to this
country. Like the electricity that you
use to charge your phone, most of it
comes from the Snowy Mountains
hydroelectric scheme, which was
built by migrants after World War
II. I probably wouldn’t be a musician
if it wasn’t for refugees. My first DJ,
Alf, came over from Vietnam when
he was 10, and given his experiences,
even though they were hard for him,
just shows how much we’ve regressed
as a country since the 80s. I think we
were a less fearful country then and we
had a desire to be more cosmopolitan.
For me the two issues, reconciliation
and respect for the First Australians
and the treatment of refugees, are
tied together. I think in the nation’s
psyche there’s a problem with a sense of
self-loathing and people don’t want to
accept it. That’s why it’s easier to blame
the individual, like those kids that got
shot in the cross: “They deserved it.”
People that get on boats that are fleeing
persecution: “They’re just opportunists.”
Do you ever feel like you’re fighting a
losing battle, or is it a case of a very
noisy minority?

If all you consumed was talk-back
radio like Alan Jones and you read
all of Murdoch’s papers, you’d end
up thinking half the world is out
to blow up the harbour bridge. It’s
fear and ignorance that breeds small
mindedness and hatred. It is an uphill
battle but I think if you believe in
stuff you’ve got to keep fighting for it
and keep expressing it, which is why
music can be a bit of an alternative
media in some ways. After the Herd
did “Only 19” we had all these people
from the armed services following us
and coming to shows, to the point
where we played at a funeral of a
soldier who died in Afghanistan, at
his widow’s request. It just goes to
show that people’s beliefs are a whole
mash-up of different things. There are
people in armed services who don’t
think they should be in Afghanistan
and don’t know why they’re there. It
is possible to engage people and to
make them think.

Students from Fairfield High School, Abbotsleigh and Covenant Christian High School devised the characters, plot, libretto, music, sets and
performed at the Seymour Centre on June 8. Since 2008, over 1000 school students from 40 schools Australia-wide have been involved in
WotOpera, an education program that takes young people through the whole process of creating their own opera. Photo: Andrea Srisurapon
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What’s on your plate?

Street Food
Paul Sullivan
While I was waiting for my bus
on Chalmers Street the other day in
the rain, I had an epiphany. It had
nothing to do with a way to actually
make the buses stop that kept driving
past me pretending I wasn’t there.
Oh no, nothing will ever fix that.
It was about what could keep me
happy while I watched the buses
driving past. I looked at my fellow
impatient morning travellers, but they
simply found comfort in the solitude
of their iPhones, avoiding eye contact
with me in case I turned out to be a
crazy man. Yet, I wanted more than
another game of Angry Birds to keep
me happy. I wanted Street Food.
Where is the street food in Australia?
More to the point, where is it on a rainy
winter’s morning on Chalmers Street?
I’m not asking for much, just some
roasted chestnuts, a cup of homemade
savoury broth with a beef ball, or
some marinated chicken thigh on a
lemongrass stick cooked to order on
a screaming hot hibachi plate. Would
that be too hard?
Outside of Australia it’s common fare
to eat on the way to work if you can’t
find the time to sit down to cereal or
toast, and I’m not talking about a Bacon
& Egg McMuffin. I’m talking about

stalls that are open at most hours of the
day catering to all tastes. If something
doesn’t take your fancy, you walk a little
further down the road. Sure, sometimes
you need to make the extra effort to walk
a certain direction to guarantee you can
find such fare, but then you can be eating
it while waiting for the bus, right?
Asia has it completely worked out.
The street food over there is so brilliant
that cookbooks have been written, and
restaurants have been set up in the
name of Thai, Malaysian and Chinese
delicacies. South America, too, has a
handle on what people require while
waiting for the bus, and even North
America has something to offer in the
way of life-threatening hotdogs. With
a hangover, though, a life-threatening
hotdog on every corner is an emergency
requirement, especially with Jalapeno
Peppers in the condiment section.
Europe, even certain countries in Africa,
have tastes on offer.
With our amazing multicultural
society, especially in the inner west,
I don’t think it would be remiss for
someone to set up a stall here or there.
I won’t give up. I may even start a
campaign, or if times get tougher once
the carbon tax comes in I might even
start up a stall myself. I have no idea
what I’d cook, but I bet people would
appreciate it in the rain on a winter’s
morning, no matter what it was.
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Water Magicians
Julie Williams + Michael Haylen
Curated by Sandy Edwards,
Arthere Syndicate at Danks, 2 Danks Street, Waterloo
Till July 14
Two photographers use water as their inspiration with
magical results.
Julie Williams suffered the sudden loss of her partner eight
years ago and eventually found healing and peace through
photographing a small stream in the bushland near her home.
Michael Haylen walks daily in the Lane Cove National Park and
finds sensual illusions in the play of light on the water.
Melodie Nelson at the Green Room in Enmore, June 15 Photo: Lyndal Irons

Poetry
Deadlines

Naughty versus nice in
the ratings stakes
The ride of my life
A cold nose for trouble
Now the price of water is to jump
‘Nothing new’ rates blue
Green light for biggest brothel
Will never discount on service
Come on, let’s make a deal
Whose side are you on?
We are the lost children of
playboy king of Spain
Bigots should go back
where they came from
They said it
– Naomi Ward (Found, The Daily
Telegraph, June 20, 2012)

Cento 2: Frank O’Hara/
Seamus Heaney

South Sydney Crossword
Across

You are so serious,
rained-on, flower-laden
as you float regally by
like blossoms on slow water.
Incomprehensible
that you would go
into the showery dark,
riding high and full of regard,
without me. I feel as if
a glacier spoke in my ear.

1. Confrontational animal rights group (4)

– Catherine Wood

13. Relative (3)

Wordplay is compiling an
anthology about Redfern Park.
The group is interested in any
photographs or memorabilia
of, or stories about, Redfern
Park and its inhabitants in
earlier days. If you think you
have anything of interest
to our anthologists please
contact 0415 415 139.

3. Nagging pain (4)
5. Awesome (3)

6. Following (4)

7. Newtown's foot team (4)
8. More fortuitous (7)

11. Eddie ---, land rights campaigner (4)
12. Dubious, dodgy (4)
14. Singularly (4)

CROSSWORD
BY D.W.

15. Flow effusively (4)
Down
First correct entry
receives a prize.
Send to:
South Sydney Crossword
PO Box 3288, Redfern
NSW 2016

WORDPLAY
Creative Writing Group
Woolpack Hotel Redfern, 229 Chalmers Street, Redfern
6-8pm Wed, July 4 & 18. Phone Andrew on 8399 3410
All welcome

1. Schooner's big brother? (4)
2. Jerusalem bud? (9)
3. Neighbouring (9)
4. Cinch (4)

9. Commuting lifesaver? (4)
10. Tale of old (4)

16. Wad or roll's contents (4)

last month's solution

For translation visit www.dharug.dalang.com.au
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SSH advertising works:

"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community.
Interest has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Lindeman, Food Distribution Network, Waterloo

BABANA

Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday, July 27
Souths on Chalmers 12-2pm
Babana Shed open Mon-Fri
(72 Renwick St, Redfern)
Contact: Mark Spinks 0411 282 917

BABANA

Uniting Churches

REDWatch
Meetings first Thursday

Redfern

of the month at The Factory
Community Centre.

Swimming Upstream
Would you like to participate in a storytelling and weaving
artwork initiative for ASCA’s national day 2012?
South Sydney Uniting Church in association with ASCA (Adults
Surviving Child Abuse) is planning a special presentation in
addition to its usual November prayer service. This initiative
seeks to facilitate members of the community coming together
to help untangle the knot of child abuse.
There are different ways in which you can be involved:
• come along and weave blue ribbons into origami fish including
any words or messages at SSUC, 56a Raglan Street Waterloo,
on Saturday July 21, 2-5pm
• s hare aspects of your story for anonymous presentation by
calling Alana Valentine 0416 003 798
The telling of stories and weaving together of communities helps
us unite in bringing messages of hope and recovery.

Phone Geoffrey Turnbull

South Sydney Uniting Church

(02) 8004 1490.

56a Raglan St Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds,
sexual orientations and identities.
Peace with justice, integrity
of creation.

Email mail@redwatch.org.au

Waterloo
Recycling
Workshop
Workshop and market open Fridays
9am-12pm.
Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo
(lower car park).
Affordable furniture and
household goods.
Donations gladly received (no white
goods
or electrical apps).
Volunteers welcome
(phone Naomi on 0407 576 098)

VOLUNTEERS’ NEWS

free

shuttle bus services
FREE shuttle bus services now run from Redfern to Broadway
shops via the RPA Hospital; and from Woolloomooloo to Redfern
via Paddy’s Market and St Vincent’s.
These FREE buses are available to all City Of Sydney residents
and operate:
Thursday and Friday of each week.
For more information and timetables please
call 9319 4439 or visit www.ssct.org.au

Meeting to Re-form the
Redfern Branch of the
Australian Labor Party
Notice is hereby given that the Redfern Branch
of the Australian Labor Party will be re-formed
at a special meeting to be held on Tuesday 17
July 2012, at the Ron Williams Activity Centre in
Kepos Street, Redfern, at 7.30pm.

The one-year memorial for Trevor at Tripod was
well attended, and I was sorry not to have been
there to celebrate his unique life and personality
with you all. I do remember having such laughs
with him after meetings and the like. He just
made you glad to be in his company, especially
when he got into an issue and exhilaratingly
carried you along. Trev was one of a kind.
I said I would take you to places that I visited
on my Highlands and Islands Tour of Scotland.
On June 6 the Olympic Torch arrived in Belfast,
where I was one of the now thousands of people
to have been to the Titanic Museum. And two
days later it arrived in the Royal Borough of
Stranraer, where I spent some of my childhood
and my relatives David and Grace still live.

All financial members of the Labor Party who
reside in the State Electorate of Heffron and who
do not currently belong to another Branch of the
Party are eligible to attend this meeting for the
purpose of joining this Branch.
Any enquiries regarding this meeting can
be directed to the former Branch Secretary,
Janet McNeill on 0411 286 104.

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns Rd
& Colbourne Ave Glebe
Worship Sun 6 for 6.15pm
‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate
candlelit concerts Thu 8pm
Huw Luscombe 9518 9413
Leichhardt University Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt
(near Norton St)
Worship 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

Then on to Girvan and Ayr – Robbie Burns
country with its many memorials to Scotland’s
favourite poet. I also spent time there with
my cousin Evelyn and her husband David and
had a memorable Sunday morning community
breakfast in the local Kirk. The Torch quickly did
the route to Glasgow and arrived in the capital of
the Highlands, Inverness, three days later. More
of this later …

280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements
9519 9000

I’ve managed after all this time to cobble together
a map of our distribution areas – if any of you
dedicated deliverers have any ideas on how I can
do anything better, I’d be most grateful.

395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm
1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Office 9331 2646

Pat Clarke
Distribution Co-ordinator
patriciaaclarke@optusnet.com.au

The Women’s Reconciliation
Network invites you to

Public Forum for
Constitutional Change
Speakers: Jody Broun, Joint Chair,
National Congress of First Peoples;
Linda Burney MP, Member for
Canterbury; Jacqui Phillips,

National Director of ANTaR
Thursday July 26, 2012
10am–12.30pm
Redfern Community Centre
Welcome morning tea on arrival
Contacts: 	Frennie 9909 0203
	Elaine: 4758 9213

Newtown Mission

Paddington Uniting Church

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point
Worship 10am,
Bible Study 5pm Sunday
Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Jamie Parker MP
State Member for Balmain

Kristina Keneally MP
State Member for Heffron

Clover Moore MP
State Member for Sydney

Carmel Tebbutt MP
State Member for Marrickville

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction
NSW 2022

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville
NSW 2204

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9369 5221
F: 02 9369 5225

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9558 9000
F: 02 9558 3653

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Serious cycling

The finals countdown

Athlete Profile: Adam Goc

Michael Page

Well, this is unfamiliar territory
for Souths supporters. It’s July and
the Rabbitohs are still very much in
this competition. After a slow start,
an unusual dose of consistency has
been administered. Admiration
and credibility have been bestowed
by critics and there has even
been talk of Souths as a genuine
premiership threat.

SSH

What drew you to serious cycling?
I was playing soccer on the
weekends and spending the week
recovering. Cycling is the perfect lowimpact sport and I used to love riding
bikes when I was younger so it seemed
the logical choice. The other thing it
offered was flexibility. If you have a
family then fitting everything in is always
a challenge. With cycling you can fit it
in with your life. Having said that, my
friends all predicted I would become
obsessed with it and now it might be a
case of fitting my life around my cycling.
I probably ride about eight to 10 hours a
week so I guess that is reasonably serious.
What’s most enjoyable about cycling?
I ride with a club and love the weekend
ritual of long ride in the morning to start
the day. It is a great feeling to have done
three hours of exercise before the day
starts. Cycling is also pretty friendly but
I think what I like is it is up to you how
involved you want to be. I love racing at
Heffron Park in Maroubra and training
at Centennial Park – anywhere without
cars is nice. I guess I just like being on the
bike in the fresh air. I have to confess that
there is another side to cycling that can
be enjoyable. There is no end to the latest
technology and gear that you “need” to
accumulate.
What difficulties and challenges do you
face on inner-city streets?
The biggest challenge road cyclists face
on the streets is the general level of anger
and impatience on the road. Like most
cyclists I also drive, and I have to say
that the poor attitude of Sydney drivers
is not just directed toward cyclists, it is
all pervasive and makes being on the
road in any vehicle a pain. There is still
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inexplicable rage directed toward cyclists
but this is mostly white vans or morons
who think it’s clever to shout or throw
things at us. The other challenge is that
where there are cycling routes they are
still disconnected. Often cycling lanes will
just disappear. I know that the Council
has a long-term plan and I support this,
but at the moment it is a problem.
What’s most practical?
I used to commute from Chippendale
to UNSW for a few years and that was
incredibly practical – I would beat the bus
or a car easily. Now I ride just for fitness
and fun and it means I get to eat as much
as I want – which is a lot. Riding to the
shops is also much easier and quicker
than taking the car.
What more could the City do to
encourage cycling and cycling safety?
I think you just have to make it as easy
as possible and people will do it. You
need to work out what the barriers are
and remove them. For people wanting
to commute to work, the main issues
are safety and having facilities at work
to store your bike/clothes, and maybe a
shower. Separated cycle lanes are going
some way to addressing the safety issue
but as long as people have to travel on

For most supporters this uncharted
terrain is both exciting and scary. They
know how dangerous it can be to get
carried away. The wounds from last
round losses in the past two seasons
are still fresh and supporters are
understandably cautious when it comes
to finals footy in 2012.
There is, nonetheless, much to
admire about the 2012 team. Under
coach Maguire we have seen a far
more disciplined and consistent
approach. There is an attention to
detail that has been lacking in the
past, and while the dropped bombs,
the fumbles, the forward passes have
not been eliminated, they have been
drastically reduced. Gone are the
“brain explosions” and, thankfully,
many of the liability players who under
previous coaching regimes seemed to
have permanent tenure regardless of
performance.
Much praise has been given to
Maguire for the “masterstroke” of
moving the world’s best centre, Greg
Inglis, to fullback, and Inglis’ speedy
ascent to world’s second-best fullback.
To be fair, Maguire probably does not

roads it is an issue because of the attitude
of drivers.
Bicycle registration – for or against? Why?
The vast majority of cyclists drive and

deserve this credit as his original plan
was clearly to play Merritt at fullback.
But a spate of backline injuries forced
Maguire’s hand and GI at fullback has
transformed the team.
Inglis has been delicate and
dangerous at the same time. His sidestep
to bamboozle the Raiders’ nimble
fullback Simmons was sublime, and
his brilliant fends and “Meninga- like”
charges over the top of wary defences
have been equally impressive.
Maguire should definitely take credit
for many of Souths’ other successes,
particularly the far more committed,
consistent and involved John Sutton.
With GI at fullback the pressure is off
Sutton to be the playmaker, and he has
simplified his game using his size in
both attack and defence to greater effect.
Sutton’s (and Souths’) biggest weakness
in the past has been the inability to
convert possession into tries when in the
opposition’s quarter. GI has filled this
void and his run-arounds with Sutton,
and other willing and mobile forwards,
has turned half chances into tries.
Adam Reynolds has been tremendous
all year. The Waterloo boy brings some
common sense to the halfback play that
has been missing in previous years. He
has proved to be a student of the game
and a quick learner with judicious sixthtackle kicks and the ability to make
adjustments under pressure. His kicks
have resulted in far more line dropouts,
while his deft cross-kicks and grubbers
have resulted in points. He has also
proved to be an incredibly reliable goal
kicker, currently boasting the highest
conversion percentage in the league. His
technique and commitment in defence

pay registration already, not to mention
tax. The cost to administer such a
scheme would be enormous and for what
purpose? I really don’t understand this
argument. Apart from anything it would
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has strengthened a previous weakness,
and his chase and running down of
predecessor Sandow in the Parramatta
game is a season highlight.
The forwards have been impressive,
particularly Clark, Tyrell and Crocker
who have thrown themselves into
attack and defence all season. Dave
Taylor can lack consistency but he has
done some freakish things at times,
regularly appearing in the highlights
package, grubbering or sidestepping
to score. Issac Luke is another who
seems to have responded well under
Maguire’s tutelage. He may not have
the kicking nor game-reading skills of
Smith or Farah, but no other hooker is
like Luke, and his ability to scoot from
dummy half, bouncing and shrugging
off defenders, is extraordinary.
As we move towards “the business
end” of the season all the clichés seem
to flow. So with a fairly soft draw over
the next few weeks, I am sure we will
be hearing “one game at a time” and,
of course, “only time will tell” if Souths
S
are genuine contenders. 

only discourage people taking up cycling,
and if we take a holistic view the benefits
to the community in terms of reduced
health-care costs far outweigh the money
S
registration would raise. 
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call for submissions

Recreation: Sport & Spirituality
In August, the Orchard Gallery (56a Raglan St, Waterloo) will stage an
exhibition of new artworks. Readers are invited to submit drawings,
paintings, photographs, sculptures and poetry.
Works should celebrate or interrogate the relationship between sport
and spirituality. There is scope to explore the broader idea of recreation.
Please send proposals, poems and/or scanned images of works to
Adrian: design@ssh.com.au
Submissions close July 31, 2012.

Colour-in to win an iPod shuffle!

Get creative these school holidays! Be zany! Colour-in this unique and historic
South Sydney graphic for a chance to win an iPod Shuffle (readers under 12 years
only). Cut out and post to the SSH, PO Box 3288 Redfern NSW 2016, or scan and
send to editor@ssh.com.au/. Winning artwork will be published next month.

