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City heeds feedback on bikeway, by George!

Consultation (including free bike repairs) at Waterloo Green – one of the controversial locations due to plans for a shared zone in that area, and potential conflict between cyclists and senior pedestrians Photos: Andrew Collis

Anna Christie

REDFERN: A community group called
George Street for Everyone has been
started by residents to ensure that the
proposed cycleway in George Street
Redfern, between Phillip Street and
Cleveland Street, does not become a
planning failure. Objections were not
aimed at the cycleway itself, but the
hasty planning of the project and lack
of consultation.
When City of Sydney planners revealed
plans to build the separated bi-directional
cycleway, they did so during the weeks
before and after Easter, announcing a
community consultation event at Redfern
Town Hall. The only problem was that
many residents were on holidays. Four

days notice during a period of public
holidays is a very poor notification
process.
Residents of George, Stirling, Short and
William streets (the so-called northern
section of the route) soon woke up to the
“looming local disaster” about to befall
them, and started to pull the plans apart,
questioning the research that had been
done and even the calculations.
City of Sydney stated that four car
parking spaces would be lost under the
scheme, but residents counted between
30 and 40 car spaces lost, a situation
which could cause huge disruption and
loss of amenity.
The biggest single factor behind this
discrepancy was the “six-metre rule”,
which means that Council assumes six
metres for every parked vehicle. This is

to allow one metre in front of and behind
every car, as well as allowing for very
large cars.
According to residents, however, in
an inner-city area the six-metre rule
is “nonsense”. In any given street, a
very small number of cars require this
allowance. In any case, inner-city dwellers
are adept at parking and do not need such
a lavish and wasteful amount of space.
As a result of resident protests, City of
Sydney has retreated from the proposal
to create six-metre marked parking bays
in some parts of George Street. This will
ensure that car spaces are not lost simply
to conform to a one-size-fits-all approach.
A number of other design flaws of the
cycleway were also pointed out by the
residents, such as lack of concern for
flooding stormwater drains, and outdated

assumptions used by the planners. For
example, a loading bay next to a former
pub was designed to fit a truck with kegs.
No longer a pub, it is hoped the space
will be returned to general use, preferably
resident parking.
Genuine objections to the introduction
of separated cycleways are rare. They are
a key aspect of modern street planning
to improve the safety of cyclists.
Objections seem to come from some
cyclists themselves, who resent being
restricted to the bright green pathway
reserved for them. Like Sydney cyclist
Antonia, who wrote to the Telegraph on
May 7: “Pedestrian space, parking lanes
and turning lanes are being converted
to short lengths of bike-only lane, with
chaotic 10 k/hr shared space in between.
This is inevitably causing a huge backlash

against cyclists, particularly if (like me)
they still want to ride on the road.”
The George Street for Everyone group
is not against the cycleway, they just
want everyone’s needs to be balanced,
as far as possible. It seems that City of
Sydney Council decided to listen. The
result will be a street plan without some
of the dysfunctions that appeared in the
original landscape architect designs.  S
Residents beware, City of Sydney is
preparing to slash on-street car parking
on the central and southern areas of the
Green Square to City cycleway route. If you
want to have your say, do it now while you
can! Council’s contact officer is Ms Maria
Pavlides, Manager, Community Engagement
– Cycleways, phone 9265 9333 and email
georgestredfern@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/.
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DARLINGTON: The newly renovated
Settlement Neighbourhood Centre is
hosting a Grand Opening of its exciting
new facilities and hall. The event will
be at 10am on Wednesday June 27.
The Settlement’s staff and management
board are hoping the community
will join them in celebrating a new
beginning for this long-serving and
valued community institution.
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The Settlement was founded over
a hundred years ago and moved to its
present location in the 1920s when the
Sydney University Women’s Society
purchased the hall at number 17
Edward Street in Darlington. A vibrant
community space was established
serving all locals “in need”. Over the
years, The Settlement became an
important place of meeting for women,
men and children. It also played a key
role in the lives and history of Aboriginal
people in the Redfern area from the
1960s onwards.
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The Settlement’s community
programs have included reading and
literacy groups, after-school and vacation
care, outreach for women and children,
a men’s program which led to the
formation of the Babana Men’s group,
and many arts-based programs. The Hall
itself has hosted many memorable social
and political functions and has been
integral to the running of community
events such as the Chippendale Festival.
The upcoming Grand Opening hopes to
honour this rich history and celebrate the
new ways The Settlement will serve the
community in the future.
The Settlement staff and board of
management invite the community to
join them in celebrating the next chapter
for this true survivor of local community
services. Present on the day will be
Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir,
the Governor of NSW and Patron for
The Sydney University Settlement. The
Darlington Primary School choir will be
performing and light refreshments will
be served. The event comes with an
S
open invitation: All are welcome! 

In a recent interview with
the SSH, Tanya Plibersek,
the Member for Sydney
and Federal Minister for
Health, outlined the benefits
to local residents of the
latest federal budget.
The Minerals Resource
Rent Tax is set to aid small

businesses and superannuation
funds for Sydney residents.
Superannuation will rise
from 9 to 12 per cent for 61,500
members of the electorate,
an increase that has been
funded by the recent mining
tax. “If you’re a 30 year old on
average wages today, that will
mean your super at retirement
will be more than $100,000
extra … That’s a really big

difference to your retirement
income,” Ms Plibersek said.
Sydney businesses, too,
will get a slice of the mining
profits, with instant tax
write-offs for each asset they
purchase below $6,500.
Ms Plibersek also highlighted
the government’s ongoing
commitment to increased
pension funding, with
15,500 local pensioners

benefiting. “Since we have
come to office the single aged
pension has increased by
$154 a fortnight. It’s a really,
very significant boost.”
Carers and local families
with school children will also
receive a budget boost. At least
2,350 families will receive $410
for a child in primary school
and $820 a year for each child
in high school, an increase that

is expected to flow through to
businesses. “We’re expecting
that will bring nearly twoand-a-half million dollars into
Sydney,” Ms Plibersek said.
Almost 1,700 local families
have just received an annual
$600 carer’s supplement.
In addition, those who care
for a child with a disability will
now receive an extra $1,000
S
per child. 
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Save the date –
A gathering of family
and friends in memory
of Trevor Davies:
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Thursday June 14, Tripod Café,
Abercrombie St, Darlington. 6-8pm.
FREE. ALL WELCOME. Finger food
and snacks. BYO. Donations to the
SSH gladly received.
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REDFERN: Glamour and glitter
instantly strike you as you walk into
the room atop the Purple Goanna
Café. We have all been invited to
this first Biggest Morning Tea on
Thursday May 24, a fundraiser for
the Cancer Council Australia, hosted
by Kira-Lea Dargin.
Kira-Lea is the owner of BellaBoo
Beauty Enterprise. She reports on
beauty and fashion stories via social
media and networking on twitter
and Facebook. Kira-Lea tells of the
high demand for information on
these topics.
Kira-Lea is a very motivated person

who is passionate about supporting the
Cancer Council. She spoke about the
effects of cancer on those close to her.
“It’s a cause that’s close to my heart,”
she said. “I’ve been affected by it with
sickness in my family, and I don’t
know one person who has not been
affected by it in some way, so being
part of supporting the Cancer Council
in this way helps.”
Sponsors for the day included Sugar
Fix, which provided a mouth-watering
candy bar, Face of Australia, Palmer’s,
L’Oréal, Puretopia and the Purple
S
Goanna Café. 
Donations can be made by visiting
the Cancer Council website:
www.cancercouncil.com.au/.
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The youth of today

Reconciliation has pride
of place at Museum
Jemima Tilly with brother Red and her prize-winning artwork Photo: Gai Smith

Gai Smith

What a wonderful evening it was
at the Australian Museum in College
Street on Friday May 25, when
the Awards Ceremony for the 2012
Schools Reconciliation Challenge
took place. Throughout Term 1,

the NSW Reconciliation Council
challenged students in schools all
over NSW to explore the theme
“Our Place” and the connection
between identity, reconciliation
and creativity.
More than a thousand entries were

received, and 36 were hung in the
great entry hall of the museum.
There were great speeches from
Kerrie Murphy, non-Indigenous
Co-Chairperson of the Council,
and Frank Howarth, Director of
the Museum. Both celebrated how
much more aware of Aboriginal and

National Reconciliation Week was a significant event for
the University which we celebrated in a number of ways.
Talks, exhibitions and performances all honoured the
experiences, stories and culture of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander People.
Recognition and respect for cultural difference is a
fundamental responsibility we owe each other.

Torres Strait Islander culture and
history, and committed to justice and
reconciliation, the youth of today are
than they were in their school years.
Aunty Joan Tranter, Indigenous
Co-Chairperson and Elder in
Residence at the UTS’s Jumbunna
Indigenous House of Learning

presented certificates to the prizewinners.
The artworks are amazingly good,
and there are three works by students
in Year 8 at the Newtown High School
of the Performing Arts on display.
Jemima Tilley’s is a complex and
richly layered picture inspired by the
King Street mural that featured in a
recent issue of the SSH. In Stephanie
Oppen-Riley’s painting everything,
except the black, yellow and red
surfaces, is covered in exquisite
dot-painting patterns. Laura Sheedy’s
picture is a graphic history of relations
between Australian governments
and our First Nations, with the word
“Sorry” in many of the languages
now spoken here.
The exhibition continues in the
free access area of the Museum until
NAIDOC week in July. It is well worth
a visit!
Left: Sovereignty – Never Ceded,
Jemima Tilly, Year 8, Newtown High
School of the Performing Arts. Second
prize, Years 7 and 8 Category.
“Underneath all the concrete,
shops and busyness of Newtown,
there has always been, and still is,
Aboriginal land. The graffiti that is
part of the basis of [this] artwork is a
reminder that Australia was made up
of sovereign Indigenous nations until
European settlement, and it was never
given away. Reconciliation would be
better achieved in Australia if we all
S
remembered this fact.” 
Youth of today, a regular article
on local youth and related issues,
is kindly sponsored by Appetite Cafe
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Appetite Cafe
82 Regent St, Redfern
Tel 9699 4069

Have Your Say
The NSW Ombudsman is reviewing the implementation of the following Act:
Summary Offences Amendment (Intoxicated and Disorderly Conduct) Act 2011
Move-on powers authorise police, in particular circumstances, to issue a direction to an
individual or a group of people to move-on or leave a public place. If a person refuses or
fails to comply with a move-on direction they may commit an offence.
On 30 September 2011 the Summary Offences Act 1988 was amended to create a new

Recently we have been giving considerable thought to our indigenous heritage and
how we approach Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander higher education, research
and engagement. Although Sydney was the first university to award a degree to an
Aboriginal student over forty years ago, we still have much to do.

offence. If a person has been given a move-on direction for being intoxicated and disorderly,

Our new integrated strategy establishes a vision for the University of Sydney
as a uniquely Australian institution that recognises rights, builds capability and
creates opportunity.

particularly in entertainment districts, and provide police with further tools to give a measured

We have set ourselves targets to increase the numbers of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander students and staff and to ensure all our staff undertake cross-cultural training.
We have many challenges ahead but we have already acted on a number of issues,
recruiting to a senior Aboriginal leadership role, finding new partnerships with
Aboriginal and other community service organizations and adding our world-class
research talent to efforts to address the wicked problems Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples confront.
Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor
Community contact details
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523 Email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

and is found to be intoxicated and disorderly in the same or another public place within 6
hours of the direction they may be committing an offence under Section 9 of the Act.
The objective of the new law is to address alcohol-related violence and anti-social behaviour,
but escalating response to intoxicated and disorderly conduct. The policy is not intended to
target vulnerable groups such as the homeless, the Aboriginal communities or otherwise
disadvantaged sectors of society.
The Ombudsman is required to prepare a report on the operation of s. 9, including the issuing
of penalty notices by police relating to the new offence.
Invitation for Submissions
The Ombudsman welcomes submissions on any aspect of this Act from individuals and
organisations, including (where possible) details of any experiences with the operation of this
Act. We may wish to use the material from your submission in our report. If you do not want
your contributions to be attributed to you or your organisation, please advise us.
Closing date for submissions is 30 September 2012
Address: Level 24, 580 George St, Sydney NSW 2000
Ph: (02) 9286 1000 | Fax: (02) 9283 2911
Toll-free (outside Sydney metro): 1800 451 524
Review Email: review@ombo.nsw.gov.au
Website: http://www.ombo.nsw.gov.au/aboutus/reviewimplemlegislatn.html
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Maaike Pullar from the Bower with Emmanuel Kostoglou (back centre), Paddy Lane (far right) and students of the sustainability course at 107 Redfern Street Photo: Andrew Collis

Renewing the social fabric
SSH

REDFERN: Young and long-term
unemployed people in Redfern
and Waterloo are turning trash
into treasure, thanks to a TAFE
NSW Outreach program that
shows them how to salvage and
sell old and broken furniture.
Lord Mayor Clover Moore said
a partnership between the City of
Sydney, TAFE NSW Outreach program
and the Bower Reuse & Repair Centre
at Marrickville has already seen 17
graduates aged between 20 and 70
restore 30 items of furniture, and
earn Certificates in Work & Training.
“Opportunities like this can help rebuild
people’s confidence, provide them with
new skills and help them move into a
job,” the Lord Mayor said. “On top of
that, their hands-on and creative work
recycles discarded furniture which
would otherwise end up as rubbish.”
The students from Randwick,
Redfern, Marrickville and Blacktown
took part in the 18-week TAFE NSW
Outreach course at 107 Redfern Street
– a building reactivated through the
City’s Sustainable Sydney 2030 program
and Accommodation Grants program.
Fiona Arnold, 53, of Petersham, had
been out of work for almost 12 months
when she signed up, and now has a
part-time job selling restored furniture.
“What this program has done for me
is immeasurable. It’s given me back

my self-esteem and got me out into
the world. I’ve always had a passion
for recycling, but it was just a hobby
and I’d never been taught properly.
I’ve finally found a home and a job
I absolutely love,” Ms Arnold said.
“This project has brought together
a whole lot of people who ‘didn’t
really belong anywhere’ and we’ve
developed great friendships, confidence
and a new support network.”
TAFE NSW PLACE (Partners in
Learning and Community Enterprise)
project coordinator Amanda Buckland
said having a local, creative space to
run programs made all the difference
for her students. “The students learn
new skills, engage with their local
community and see their efforts
benefitting others. Students leave this
course with a new enthusiasm and
passion to be more involved in the
environment, arts and community.”
“Their new skills and confidence
have led to the group forming a
social enterprise, Curb Collective, to
continue to upcycle, restore and sell
their creations. We’ve had a mum
with two kids finish the course, then
set up her own business restoring
furniture from home,” Maaike Pullar,
the Bower’s general manager, said.
“The success stories are so
encouraging, but more importantly,
we’re inspiring these students back
into the community and actively
encouraging a repair culture to
turn the battered and bruised into

something classic or chic. Sometimes
it’s as simple as fixing a hinge or setting
straight a wonky leg, but some of
the craftsmanship, artistic talent and
re-invention design ideas these students
have shown is incredibly impressive.
They’re helping to extend the life of
furniture and help it find a new home.”
Emmanuel Kostoglou helps design
the program and co-ordinates different
users at 107. “We have various groups in
here at the moment,” he explained. “On
Thursdays and Fridays we have a youth
group. The first youth group, troubled
youth in the area, put this room
together, made the benches, painted
it, put the doors on. Thirteen of the 15
participants in that group have now
gone into apprenticeships, further study
or jobs. Tuesdays are sustainability,
carpentry skills and upholstery, from
10am to 1pm. HOBO-Gro (Help Others
Build Opportunity) is another group –
they make some great pieces, including
worm farm cupboards and vertical
gardens, all out of recycled materials.”
An exhibition of work will be staged at
107 Redfern Street in the near future.
[See page 12 for 107 Projects Inc] 
S
Visit www.placespace.org.au/. Contact
Emmanuel Kostoglou on 0419 235 596.
See page 13 for 107 Projects Inc, an
artists’ cooperative run by a group of
local art galleries that uses the space
for low-key film nights, poetry readings,
creative working bees, artist studios
and rehearsals and workshops.

North Eveleigh developments
Jack Butler

DARLINGTON: The Sydney Metropolitan
Development Authority (SMDA) faced
a tense community consultation on
Monday evening, May 21, as residents
expressed their frustration over the
proposed development of the North
Eveleigh precinct. The gathering was
organised by REDWatch and convened
by Geoff Turnbull at Carriageworks.
High on a list of issues for local
residents was the SMDA’s plan to allocate
12 per cent of the total floor space to
affordable housing in accordance with
the federal government’s Housing
Affordability Fund, which would
designate $7.19m of commonwealth
funds for the project.
Kerrie Symonds and Jason Perica from
the SMDA fronted the panel, in addition
to representatives from Save Leamington
Avenue, and Bruce Lay, a local heritage
architect and planner.
Kerrie Symonds addressed the
concerns of residents with regard to the

affordable housing proposal asserting that
they were not the same thing as housing
commission apartments, and that the
residents ranged from those on very low
incomes up to middle-income households
earning as much as $82,000 a year.
Upon seeing pictures of other HAF
affordable housing buildings in Zetland
and Alexandria the crowd snickered and
jeered, with one resident exclaiming,
“You must be joking!” After hearing
from the SMDA representatives on issues
from the transport management plan,
to affordable housing, and RailCorp’s
indication that much of the proposed
North Eveleigh site may not be available
for development, the floor was opened
for questions.
Local resident Julian Schuchard
wanted to know when the unemployed/
employed mix for the affordable housing
allocation would be known, and
received support from the crowd when
he described the prospect of Zetland
architecture in Newtown as “terrifying”.
Many residents were concerned
about the traffic plan for the site, with

all traffic entering through the current
Carriageworks driveway, creating issues
for residents of adjacent Queen Street.
Long-term local resident Kyra Henderson
raised concerns about the construction
traffic from City Road, down Golden
Grove Street towards the North Eveleigh
site, suggesting the route was dangerous
as is, but the introduction of b-doubles
could make it deadly.
Finally, Eloise Murphy from Save
Leamington Avenue seemed to have the
support of the 80 locals gathered when
she suggested that the consultation
prior to the 2008 concept plan for the
site had been inadequate, and that the
SMDA would need to do a better job of
communicating and consulting with local
residents and engaging stakeholders.
Many questions remained unanswered
on the evening, the most pertinent
being RailCorp’s undisclosed plans for
the North Eveleigh site that may affect
three-quarters of the total North Eveleigh
precinct. Representatives from RailCorp
and Transport NSW were not available
S
for the meeting.
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Locals and EOs
sleeping out
SSH

Did you know that over 105,000 men,
women, and children sleep out across
Australia each night?
On June 21 CEOs from across the
country will be braving a night of cold
weather and sleeping on the streets,
to help raise money for the nation’s
homeless.
Factory EO and REDWatch
Convenor, Michael Shreenan, has
signed up to the St Vincent de Paul
CEO Sleep Out. Michael is looking for
support and sponsors. It’s rumoured he
has set a goal of getting more support
than Mike Allan, CEO of Housing
NSW. You can support Mike and
raise funds for the St Vincent De Paul
Society online at www.ceosleepout.
org.au and search for him under the
NSW CEO list and show your support.
“I am supporting this worthy cause
as The Factory has a high number of
service users that are homeless or at
risk of becoming homeless, and I have
personal experience of homelessness
in my younger years,” said Mr
Shreenan. He continued, tongue-incheek: “There are not many NGO EOs
that would agree to ‘sleep’ with Mike
Allen in the street!” It is all for a great
cause. Donations of $2 and over are
tax deductible.

Reconciliation
Week
SSH

This National Reconciliation
Week, Australia marks two historic
anniversaries – 45 years since the
1967 referendum and 20 years since
the Mabo decision. To mark this year’s
theme, ANTaR urges all Australians
to reflect on the importance of
recognising the First Peoples in our
nation’s founding document.

“This is a week to celebrate historic
milestones in our reconciliation
journey, but also to look to the future,”
said Jacqueline Phillips, National
Director of ANTaR. “Constitutional
recognition is this generation’s
opportunity to acknowledge the
important place of the First Peoples
in our nation’s history and identity
and commit to a future free from
racial discrimination. With more
than 270 events scheduled across
Australia celebrating the National
Reconciliation Week theme, ‘Let’s Talk
Recognition’, and the recent backing
of the Australian Council of Trade
Unions, the momentum for change
is building. This momentum must be
maintained by our political leaders
and supported by a broad coalition
of business, community and religious
leaders. We must seize the current
opportunity to make these historic
changes and ensure this referendum
has the best chances of success.”
   ANTaR has recently launched
a Supporters’ Kit to educate
and inform Australians about
Constitutional Recognition. To find
out more go to: www.antar.org.au/
constitutional_recognition/.

HNSW
Masterplan
Geoff Turnbull

HNSW continues to decline public
release of its federally funded Redfern
Waterloo Preliminary Masterplan. It
argues that until the SMDA exhibits
its planning controls the work “has
no status beyond internal working
documents”. After the new planning
controls are finalised, it argues, it will
need to bring the Masterplan into line
with the new controls.
HNSW say its work is available
to the SMDA, and some of the
consultants work on both projects.
HNSW argue it is up to the SMDA to
consider the information available to
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it and to report it appropriately. The
SMDA has previously said the release
of the information is up to HNSW.
REDWatch is pushing both parties
to make the Masterplan material
available to the public with the other
SMDA studies.
HNSW is preparing to report back
on its community design workshops
but the issues covered in all its
workshops represent only a small
part of what is supposed to be covered
by the Masterplan. For example, a
consultation with community service
providers is currently underway.
HNSW wants feedback on its
engagement program to date.
Ironically, the questionnaire references
a document REDWatch had to fight to
get made public. You can download
it from www.redwatch.org.au under
the Masterplan tab in Community
Engagement.

P/L recently used the flawed North
Eveleigh study as the basis for some
of the Sydney University Abercrombie
TIS findings. REDWatch has asked the
Department to address the problems
in their approval process.
The company responsible for
the North Eveleigh TIS was Parson
Brickerhoff. They also work for the
RWA & SMDA on the BEP2 area. People
with concerns about shortcomings
in the BEP2 traffic findings should
consult the SKM report on the Major
Projects North Eveleigh website and
ask the relevant questions.

Flawed Traffic
Studies

Geoff Turnbull

Geoff Turnbull

The Department of Planning has
just released the 2008 SKM expert
review of the North Eveleigh Traffic
Impact Study (TIS). It found traffic
generation figures may have been
underestimated by up to 40 per cent
and that level of service at some
intersections was over capacity rather
than satisfactory.
The SKM report said its initial
review found “a number of issues of
potential concern … and areas where
additional information was needed …
to allow a full assessment”. If traffic
experts found the report difficult to
assess it is not surprising residents
also did.
For North Eveleigh the Department
put special requirements into the
Concept Plan Approval to address
the TIS shortcomings mainly in
the requirement for a Transport
Management and Accessibility Plan
(TMAP) before any building. ARUP

ATP
Conservation
Management
Plan
The Australian Technology Park
has placed its Draft Conservation
Management Plan (CMP) on exhibition
until 20 June. The CMP is the main
conservation management document
for ATP and provides the guiding
conservation policies for the site.
The CMP is also used in the
development consent process to guide
the ATP and the Heritage Council in
dealing with any development or work
on part of a site which is on the State
Heritage Register.
The draft CMP has been prepared by
Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd (GML)
and aims to review and replace the
1995 CMP and the Draft 2002 Otto
Cserhalmi & Partners Draft CMP for
the Locomotive Workshops that was
not approved by the Heritage Council.
It provides a good historical overview
of the site.
When CMPs are revised provisions
get changed so it is very important
for those that are concerned with the
area’s heritage to go through the draft
CMP and raise any issues. It is better
to make the provisions strong now

rather than lament in the future that
some protections in the 1995 CMP or
something that could have been added
might have provided better protection.
The 1995 CMP and the Draft on
Exhibition can be downloaded from
www.atp.com.au/.
Geoff Turnbull is the
Spokesperson for REDWatch.

Purcell tenants
distressed
Michael Shreenan

Purcell tenants in Redfern
have called for a meeting with
Housing NSW, as they are astounded
that Housing NSW contractors are
removing duress alarms from their
building which many of their elderly
and disabled residents rely upon.
Given the number of vulnerable
tenants living in social housing, this
is an alarming state of affairs. The SSH
will be attending the meeting and will
report back in our next edition.

Local friend will
be missed
Michael Shreenan

On May 13 Peni Tavalu Fa’aui,
“Benny”, a well-known local resident,
passed away suddenly at home. Benny
will be sadly missed by all who knew
him for his great sense of humour,
straight talking and his encouraging
and friendly words that he gave to
everyone who passed him in the street.
Local community members turned
out in their hundreds to celebrate
Benny’s life and all he gave to his
family and the community. A family
representative said: “The family have
been so touched by the words of
comfort, prayers, friendship, flowers,
cards and support given to all of us
over this difficult time.”
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Peace Prize for Sekai Holland

Sekai Holland Photo: Ali Blogg

Peter Murphy

On May 1, Professor Stuart Rees
announced in Harare, the capital of
Zimbabwe, that Senator Sekai Holland
would be awarded the prestigious
Sydney Peace Prize for 2012, at a
ceremony in Sydney on November 9
this year.
Sekai Holland has made a sustained
and powerful contribution to peace
and justice in Zimbabwe and the
empowerment of women more broadly
in Africa. She learned many of her skills
in 1960s and 1970s Australia, from the
Aboriginal peoples’ rights movement,
the anti-war and anti-apartheid struggles,
the women’s liberation movement and
the militant trade union movement.
She returned to a free Zimbabwe
in 1980 to teach media skills and
journalism. Later she became the
Chairperson of the Association of

Women’s Clubs, helping to make it
a dynamic development movement
of rural women. In the late 1990s,
after AWC shared in the whole
community’s victimisation by the
Mugabe government, Ms Holland took
part in the Working People’s Convention
which later launched the Movement for
Democratic Change in 1999.
She projected the lessons from the
historic civil disobedience campaigns
of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther
King, and the women, youth and trade
union sections of MDC developed a
non-violent mass democratic resistance
campaign from late 2005. It came to
a head on March 11, 2007, when Ms
Holland and 40 other senior leaders of
MDC were seized at a SAVE ZIMBABWE
prayer rally in Harare, and savagely
beaten before being put into police
cells and denied medical attention. Her
injuries were the worst, it was intended
that she die.
However, the reaction by all of Africa
to Mugabe’s political thuggery triggered
moves for elections under improved
rules. Sekai Holland recovered in Sydney,
and to the surprise of all, returned to
Zimbabwe to contest the synchronized
national elections on March 29, 2008.
She won the Senate seat of Chizhane in
a landslide, while MDC won the entire
election, including the presidency, only
to be cheated of it through enormous

state terror.
These terrible 2008 elections were
a watershed, and eventually led to the
three-party Transitional Government of
February 2009.
As part of the new government,
an Organ for National Healing,
Reconciliation and Integration was
established, with three co-Ministers,
one of whom is Senator Holland, the
only woman.
With no budget and no staff, she
mobilised domestic and international
support for action in the community, in
the hate-filled media and in the security
forces. With the input of Mary Robinson
and a women’s delegation to Zimbabwe
in April 2010, and modest funds
from the UN Development Program,
Senator Holland and National Healing
engaged traditional healers, traditional
chiefs, academic professionals, school
communities, and finally political
leaders, in a national dialogue on how
to heal the nation’s deep trauma.
The awarding of the Sydney Peace
Prize is a huge affirmation by Sydney
and Australia of the work of Senator
Holland, the broader democratic
movement in Zimbabwe and its
S
women’s component. 
Peter Murphy is the Co-ordinator
of the Search Foundation and the
Zimbabwe Information Centre.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Kristina
Keneally MP
MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON
In government, Labor established the NSW Community
Building Partnership Grants Program. Here in Heffron,
local community groups have received well over
$1million in the past few years.
The Liberal/National O’Farrell Government is looking to scrap
the Community Building Partnership Grants as part of cuts
they intend to make in the upcoming Budget.
These are the projects in South Sydney that the Community
Building Partnership Grants funded in the past two years:
• A
 garden and play area at Froebel Alexandria Bilingual
Early Learning Centre ($24k)
• A
 cover for the outdoor 25m pool at the National Centre
for Indigenous Excellence, Redfern ($112k)
• C
 onversion of garage into office & meeting space, Fact
Tree Youth Centre, Waterloo ($50k)
• A
 ir conditioning for the Exodus Foundation Youth Centre,
Redfern ($13k)
• B
 athroom renovations at St George Cathedral, Redfern
($42k)
• C
 ommunity Arts Centre renovation, South Sydney Youth
Services, Redfern ($78k)
• C
 onstructing a meeting room for families at SDN Children
Services, Redfern ($35k)
• Refurbish the Alexandria Scout Hall, Alexandria ($13k)
• E lectrical upgrade to canteen and mobile PA system,
Alexandria Rovers ($20k)

Gamarada shares with students at Glebe Public School Photo: Andrew Collis. One of the banners created by fathers and children (below).

Reaching out to fathers,
reaching into schools
SSH

GLEBE: On Friday May
4, representatives of the
Gamarada Aboriginal
Men’s Group took resources
developed as part of its
Biyanga Naminma (“Father
to Share”) program into
Glebe Public School.
The aim of the Biyanga
Naminma program is to
help parents engage in the
education of their children.
The presentation to the
school’s assembly followed up
on a two-year program where

Gamarada had been reaching
into inner-city schools and
helping them reach out to the
fathers (and father figures)
of Aboriginal children.
Following an intense PaCE/
Gamarada scoping report in
2010 identifying the barriers,
Gamarada consulted with
the Education Department
and six inner-city schools
to run programs where
fathers and father figures
could come to the schools
and work with the kids on
designing street banners with
an education/identity theme.
In January this year,

Indigenous TV
Charles Turnbull

The Special Broadcasting Service
Corporation, commonly known as the
SBS, will launch a national Indigenous
television service after a funding
increase in the federal budget.
The government will contribute

during the holiday week of
Survival Day, 36 of these
banners were displayed in
Martin Place, Sydney.
The Glebe Public School
presentation saw Ken
Zulumovski and John
Ogden of Gamarada deliver
posters displaying the
banners to the assembled
students and teachers. Dr
Phil Lambert, Director of
Education in NSW, was also
in attendance. 

All up, the Community Building Partnership Grants are a
tiny portion of the NSW Budget, but they make a huge
difference to the community groups. So many organisations
have been overjoyed to receive a grant, and many say to me
that they never could have raised the money any other way.
If the O’Farrell Government axes this program in the name
of savings, it will be a mean-spirited and pointless exercise.
I suspect it will only be done in the name of politics – that
is, a Liberal/National Government not wanting to continue a
popular and effective Labor initiative.

S

For more information about
Gamarada contact Ken
Zulumovski on 0433 346 645.

$158.1 million to the SBS in the next
five years, part of which will be used to
set up the free-to-air channel.
Member for Sydney, Tanya Plibersek,
said the channel would be a welcomed
initiative in the Sydney electorate.
“Almost a quarter of people in Sydney
are of non-English-speaking background,
and, of course, we have got a strong

Indigenous community in our electorate
as well,” Ms Plibersek said. “It’s a really
good thing for our electorate.”
The channel will be launched in the
second half of 2012.
It will be available through the full
reach of SBS’s terrestrial network
and on the Viewer Access Satellite
Television service.

If you want to join me and other Members of Parliament
who are campaigning to keep the Community Building
Partnership Grants, please contact my office on 9699 8166
or email us on heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au to request
a copy of a petition that will send a very clear message
to the Premier that this program is too important to local
communities to axe.

Kristina Keneally MP
Member for Heffron
Phone: 9699 8166
Email: heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Mail: Shop 117/747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
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Creative work with
young homeless people
Julia Jacklin

“On any given night around Australia
there are 100,000 people who are
homeless. Over half of these people
are under the age of 25.”
This worrying statistic is stated on
the Yfoundations website and explains
its dedication to helping eradicate youth
homelessness in NSW and Australia
wide. The organisation aims to “create
a future without youth homelessness”
and has been fighting the good fight
since its establishment in 1979 when it
was known as the Youth Refuge Action
Group. It has become one of the most
influential voices on the issue of youth
homelessness, providing support for
those working in the area, but also
influencing policy and helping to raise
community awareness.
Those involved leave no stone
unturned in their efforts to communicate
their message, stretching their services
to numerous public events, advising

government policy and reform, training
programs, and the list goes on. They can
be heard via twitter and Facebook, they
have a weekly updated blog and a bi
weekly e-newsletter. In addition to this
they have a running online awareness
campaign, and an online Prezi which
provides an interactive and informative
way to understand what they do. With
all this coverage they are making sure
we know who they are, what they do
and what we can do to help. A very
innovative and effective way to access
young people in need of their services.
I had a quick chat with Grace Stubee,
the Communications Officer at the
Yfoundations office in Redfern, as I was
interested in how important community
involvement is to Yfoundations and also
how the community can get involved.
She said it’s very important, especially
for young people to get involved, as they
are the most important voice to be heard
on the issue. They also have a blog which
is there for people within the community
to have their voices heard, and also to

get a discussion going on the issue
that involves not only people affected
by homelessness but also concerned
citizens.
I also asked about the extensive use
of social media outlets which I came to
realise serves multiple purposes – to not
only educate the community, but also
to gain access to people categorised in
the secondary homelessness category,
“people who frequently move from
one temporary shelter to another”. Ms
Stubee raised an interesting point, that
these people are the hardest to find,
and therefore need help, due to their
constantly changing living arrangements.
They may not identify as being homeless
due to a public misconception of
homelessness being confined to those
S
sleeping on the streets. 
If you or anyone you know could benefit
from these services, call the YConnect
line on 1800 424 830. You can find
Yfoundations on facebook or check out
their website www.yfoundations.org.au/.

Family & Culture Day at Waterloo Green on May 26: Kyle, Barry, Lesley Townsend, Shane Phillips Photo: Andrew Collis

In less than four weeks more than 11,000 signatures were collected on a petition calling for lifts at Redfern Station. Kristina Keneally, MP member
for Heffron, accepted the petition from volunteers late last month. It is scheduled for debate in parliament in late August Photo: Geoff Turnbull
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tripod cafe
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington
Ph: 9698 8677 Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

Pepsee
CUT & COLOUR H A IRSA LON

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available
276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008
Mobile: 0403 110 832

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure
Psychology
Urban Nature wellbeing centre
216 enmore rd (cnr edgeware Rd)
enmore nsw 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

Sydney Central
Panel Beaters
Lic. No.: 18843

154-156 Regent St, Redfern
Ph: 9319 6044
Fax: 9319 2223
sydneycentralpanelbeat@smartchat.net.au
Insurance - Private - Fleet work
Fleetcare Repairer

Photos: Courtesy of the Blogg family and Dorothy McRae-McMahon

A tribute to Ali Blogg
(1947–2012)

SSH

Ali Blogg, who for a decade was the
photographer and photo editor for the
South Sydney Herald, died on April 5,
at 65 years of age, after a year’s battle
with terminal brain cancer. Below are
some extracts from the tributes given
at her funeral by her family, a work
colleague and her partner, Dorothy
McRae-McMahon.
Ali was a remarkable survivor. She
spent five years in Christchurch hospital
(her birthplace), in a full body caste, with
tuberculosis of the hip, from the ages of 3
to 8. She came out on her crutches, full of
courage and determination. It is amazing
to think that she became a nurse after all
that trauma. She worked in Christchurch,
London and Sydney.
Her colleague, Denise O’Shaunnessy,
gave a picture of her career:
Ali belonged to that special first
generation of renal nurses, who
pioneered home dialysis nursing,
assuming responsibility for teaching
dialysis patients to be self-caring at
home, with what was complex and often
unpredictably problematic treatment.
After training in Christchurch, she
worked at the Charing Cross Hospital
in London.
When she came to Sydney, Ali joined
the corporate world of dialysis, working
for a Swedish company, introducing
new equipment and seeking to
provide nurses at the coalface with the
educational opportunities provided by
industry. Then she returned to clinical
nursing at the Sydney Dialysis Centre
in Darling Point. There she brought a
wealth of international experience and
skill, intelligence, a thirst for learning
and innovation, wisdom and insight,
compassion, honesty and fairness. At
one stage she ran her own dialysis unit
at Lidcombe Hospital and her leadership
and training paved the way for others
who followed her.
Ali had a naturally inquisitive and
analytical mind and while at Sydney
Dialysis Centre, she completed a social
science degree by distance education.
During that degree and subsequently, her
qualitative studies into the emotional and
practical impact of home haemodialysis
upon dialysis carers were published. Such
was her commitment to her profession
that she contributed to the renal nursing
literature after her retirement.
Her brother, Kevin, said:
Most people would agree that 65 years
old is too young to die, and I say that
regarding my beloved sister, but I’m
proud to say now that she packed a hell
of a lot of life into those years.

Her professional achievements
reflected on the woman, but her personal
attributes were her soul. Ali would
be regarded as a sensible, grounded,
pragmatic woman, which she was, but
woven amid this was her integrity, her
compassion, her interest in other
people and her generosity. She
dearly loved her family, and we
all felt it, keeping closely in
touch over the years, with many
trans-Tasman trips by all of us.
There are many fond
memories she gave me, but
above all, how she lived with,
and succeeded in life with a
condition which would confine
many people to a far less
active life. This inspired and
encouraged me to work in a
field where I can help others
who live with disabling
barriers enter the workforce
as contributing employees.
I consider that a precious
gift from her and I will be
forever grateful.
There is no doubt that Ali
was a wonderful woman
and a great sister whom
we all loved so much. She
faced her battles head on,
and lived life with a level
of honesty and integrity
seldom seen. Her life
was full, she took
interest in many things,
and enjoyed them with
much enthusiasm.
Her partner, Dorothy,
continued:
For the last 20 years of her
life, she lived with persistent pain – the
results of her body being out of balance
due to the pinned hip and shortened
leg from the tuberculosis, but she was
never one to be pathetic. In the end, she
retired early and was referred to a Pain
Clinic. However, they could do no more
to help her.
Apart from her work, the focus of
her life was her photography. She
had done many advanced courses in
this art. Her work for the SSH gave
meaning and purpose to her life after
retirement, even if she paid a price in
pain after every photo-shoot. She loved
the people of South Sydney and really
cared about its issues and concerns.
I can’t believe how brave she was in
asking and sharing exactly what she was
thinking and facing after her prognosis.
She even planned her own funeral with
Andrew Collis, chose the music for it and
told him he was not allowed to robe!
She was a person of faith, but not of
the church.

Ali was the love of my life and offered
to me a transforming relationship.
The more than 150 people at her
funeral testified to a person who had
lived a significant life and been a truly
faithful friend to many people and who
was beloved of her family. I believe that
those of us who were there will never
forget the experience.
Vale, Ali Blogg. You lived a brave
and full life which brought gifts to
S
many people. 
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Maybe
doubt isn’t
so bad
faith
David Russell

The painting of Christ and the
the Apostle Thomas by Caravaggio
is a wonderful depiction of the
story that has led us to talk about
the “type” of person who refuses
to believe without evidence
and proof. Here is “Doubting
Thomas” who says he won’t
believe that Jesus is alive after
Easter unless and until he can
stick his fingers in the wounds
which were inflicted on Jesus.
“A bit gruesome,” you say. Well,
maybe, but that is the story as
written in John 20:19-31.

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

edi tor i a l
“Walk with us. Talk with us.
Work with us. Stay with us. Help
us in our healing,” implored Pearl
Wymarra at Pitt Street Uniting
Church on the 20th anniversary of
Mabo Day. An Aboriginal leader, she
has lived also on Thursday Island.
Pearl led the turning backs protest
at Prime Minister John Howard.
Drawing on Prime Minister
Keating’s Redfern speech the
congregation lamented that: “We took
the traditional lands and smashed the
traditional way of life. We brought the
diseases, the alcohol. We committed
the murders. We took the children
from their mothers. We practised
discrimination and exclusion.”
Looking forward, the congregation
affirmed: “When we recognise what
we have in common we will see
the things which must be done.
And then we shall be thankful.”
If nothing else, the manner of
this commemoration is a wonderful
outcome of the Mabo High Court

decision. A respectful conversation
and sharing of worship engaging
both original Australians and
non-indigenous newer arrivals.
Much remains to be done
in engaging Indigenous voices
and hopes in our nation. But
Pitt Street Church celebrated
the change that began 20 years
ago in the way we now respect
and speak with each other.
***
The Cana Farm is a unique concept
that is centred around providing
a different experience for the
marginalised in the community. For
many, it is somewhere to hang out
with friends and make a hands-on
contribution, while also acting
as an education hub for various
TAFE programs and courses.
Sunday, June 17 will see live music
and entertainment, fresh fruit, vegies
and eggs for sale, a sausage sizzle,
and the opening of a community café.
All are welcome from 10am-3pm,
100 Kingswood Road, Orchard Hills.

readers’ letters
Darlington hurts!

The letter by the Vice Chancellor
(VC) of the University of Sydney
in the May edition of the SSH is a
further indication that he needs to
listen to the real concerns of local
Darlington residents. The local
residents have always been alarmed
by the appearance and sheer
size of the Abercrombie Precinct
Development (APD). It doesn’t fit
in with the heritage nature of our
residential neighbourhood, its size
is overwhelming, and the thousands
of students who come to use it
every day will have a considerable
impact on our small community.

Stall bookings are available for $30.
Cana Communities is now
in its 35th year. In that time,
the organisation has set up
overnight shelters, homes, and

In regard to the access road to
the car park, the VC says that the
children should avoid the wellpopulated and visible main street
and walk to school via a pathway
that weaves its way out of sight
through the large development. This
is unacceptable and contrary to
‘Stranger Danger’ rules.
The local residents say to
the Vice Chancellor: Scale the
development back or move it to the
main campus; Move the access road
from Abercrombie Street as you
previously promised..
RAIDD
Residents Acting in
Darlington’s Defence
run other activities to empower
people in the community.
Contact Julie Sneddon on
0414 649 153 or juliesneddon@live.com

Open discussion on drug use and misuse
comment
Charmaine Jones &
Michael Shreenan

On Thursday May 10, Inner
Sydney Regional Council for Social
Development hosted a community
drug forum, focussing on the issues
of Methamphetamine (AKA Meth,
Ice, crystal) and the policies of harm
minimisation. The well-attended
forum was also broadcast live by
Koori Radio.
The community in RedfernWaterloo, including the local area
Police Commander, community
groups and the City of Sydney’s
Safe City unit, had been requesting
a forum where harm minimisation
and the use of drugs, mainly
methamphetamine, which is
making up the larger percentage of
drug arrests in the area, could be
discussed openly.
The forum, which included
representatives from Oasis Youth
Services, Redfern Local Area Police
Command, St Vincent’s Stimulant

Treatment Program, St Vincent’s
Gorman House Detox Unit and a
recovering methamphetamine addict,
provided a space for that long overdue
discussion – a space for community
members to ask questions about the
role of harm minimisation programs
like needle dispensing machines and
the Medically Supervised Injecting
Centre. It was an opportunity to
discern fact from fallacy.
On the question of the
decriminalisation of drugs, the
Police Commander said he did not
accept that the police force was
losing the war on drugs but it wasn’t
winning either. “Success would
take a collective approach across
government departments, police,
and non-government agencies and
residents working together to address
the issue of substance misuse, and
within Redfern-Waterloo this is
already happening.”
A recently released survey showed
over 75 per cent of Australians are
against the decriminalisation of
drugs and this indicates our attitudes
haven’t changed in over 13 years.
“Regional Council would suggest

our attitudes haven’t changed
as there has been no informed
public debate or discussion on this
topic,” said Charmaine Jones, the
Executive Officer of IRC.
Mike Shreenan concurred: “It
appears those that are experts on
the subject or medically qualified
to contribute to the debate of
decriminalisation are frightened to
share their honest views because
of policy and political concerns.
Despite the fact they are the best
people placed to contribute to an
open debate and inform future
practice, which is long overdue.
There is evidence of successes with
the current strategies but it is woefully
inadequate, and drugs continue
to destroy individual lives and are
affecting the quality of local residents’
lives. There has to be a more
concentrated and coordinated effort
to review how we tackle the issue of
substance misuse and a debate should
be held that is un-defensive, honest,
informed by fact. I congratulate IRC
for taking the lead in initiating this
forum and we hope many more
will follow.”

The opportunity for discussion
was timely because of the polarising
community debate on the Needle
Dispensing Machine soon to be
installed outside the Redfern
Community Health centre on
Redfern Street. It appears that,
unlike needle dispensing machines
in other areas of the inner city where
much community consultation and
education took place, the Redfern
needle dispensing machine was
approved over five years ago and
will be installed with inadequate
engagement by NSW Health. Panel
members generally agreed that
the needle machine in Surry Hills
had caused little problems since
it was installed and in fact had
reduced problems.
The highlight of the night was
Josh, who shared his personal story
of beating addiction and spoke openly
about how he was lured into the trap
and discussed the challenges he faced
in breaking that addiction. “Life is
good and people need to know that a
life on drugs is not; I turned my life
around and am now going to dedicate
my life to helping others,” he said.  S

Thomas wouldn’t be at all out of
place in today’s “scientific world”
would he? We’ve got to have proof
of a hypothesis before belief can
be affirmed. But it’s not just well
trained scientists who struggle
to believe, is it? Let’s be honest,
we all have our doubts … about
all sorts of things! I know I do.
Actually, it amazes me how
much doubt I can have at times.
How many times, like Thomas, do
I challenge “truth” to be proven
before I will believe? Why do I
insist on feeling the touch of God to
believe that he is helping me? Why
do I doubt, so often, like Thomas?
And then it hits me (usually when
I least expect it – and when I most
need it) and what really blows my
mind is a realisation that God loves
me and always will regardless of
my struggles and doubts! Wow!
”Divine Mercy” is more than the
human mind can fathom. It is pure
mystery and as such it probably
can’t actually be understood (even
partially) by the human mind. How
can we possibly ever understand
that there is a love so deep that even
when God is ignored, doubted, even
rejected (or when feeble attempts are
made to put all this stuff into words),
there is no wavering from absolute
acceptance and pure love on the part
of the one we call God. “Go on, put
your finger into my wounds,” says
Jesus to all our doubts, “because
whether you do or don’t it will not
change my love for you!” The truth
is that doubt in God can NEVER
diminish God’s love of us and
for us and no amount of doubt,
rejection, denial refusal to believe
can drive God away from us – or us
from God for that matter. Wow!
So, maybe doubt isn’t so bad.
After all, isn’t doubt the fertile
ground out of which springs the
new green shoots of the possibility
of hope and belief. And, rather
than being something about which
we never speak, maybe doubt is
a gift which leads us to God.
Given that it was Thomas’ strident
DOUBT which led him to believe
(have a look at the reading – go on I
dare you!), maybe we should face up
to our doubts and fears … confront
them, challenge them, name them
… so that in time, maybe, they will
be resolved into hopes and beliefs.
So I say three cheers for Doubting
Thomas – he is a hero for all of us
S
who struggle with doubt. 
Rev. David Russell is a Minister
in Association at the South
Sydney Uniting Church.
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“Living in Redfern,
in the heart of the
multicultural innerwest of Sydney,
and studying at the
University of Sydney
changed me,” said
Edyta Kwiatkowska.
The Polish-born
student told the SSH
of her journey across
most continents,
her experience with
multiculturalism,
and how she came
to choose Sydney
as a destination to
pursue her education
in international
relations. Her story is
about people and how
they work and live.
STORY & PHOT0 BY
Jonathan Bogais

E

dyta is not foreign to
multicultural environments.
She was born in Kraków, an
historical city in southern Poland
dating back to the 7th century,
which escaped destruction during
the Second World War. The second
largest city in Poland, Kraków has
traditionally been one of the leading
centres of Polish academic, cultural
and artistic life. As a teenager, Edyta
travelled across Europe with the
choir from the Kraków University
of Economics – her first experience
with academia. At 17, she went to
Canada without prior knowledge
of English or French. Learning to
communicate was a priority, yet an
experience often fraught with fear
and frustration. She said: “It is like
stepping out of the comfort zone.
When you go to a new place, you
don’t know anything so everything is
strange. From one day to the next you
start to discover parts of the streets,
then parts of the neighbourhood,
then parts of the city, and suddenly
things that scared you before become
part of your everyday life.”
At 19, Edyta left her family, city
and friends. “I wanted to go and
study in Germany. So, I started
studying economics at the European
University, Viadrina, Frankfurt
(Oder) in 2001. Learning German
was made easy through a language
program at the university.” While
studying in Frankfurt she also
enrolled into Political Science in
Slubice at a branch of the Polish
Poznan University.
Located only a few kilometres
from Frankfurt (on the Oder river),
Sublice is very popular with Germans
who can buy goods cheaper there
than at home; similarly, Polish
people can access in Germany what
they cannot acquire in Poland. This
was Edyta’s first experience with
multiculturalism. She said: “People
living close to each other can live in
very different ways. The differences
were so obvious to us we did not
discuss them anymore. It was part
of everyday life.”
“I spent the following three years
studying in two faculties in two
different countries crossing the border

An international
journey
daily. In 2005 things changed, Poland
became a EU member; suddenly I
didn’t have to show my passport all
the time,” she said.
After completing a Master of
Business/Economics in Frankfurt
and a Bachelor of Political Science in
Slubice, she went back to Kraków,
her hometown in Poland, to complete
a Master in International Relations at
the Jagiellonian University.
This period influenced her greatly
and her plan to stay in Kraków for
life changed. Instead, she developed
an urge for discovering new places,
meeting new people, soon realising
that building a career in international
relations was her way, given the right
studies and experience.
A brief encounter with the
corporate world working as a buyer
for a fashion company saw her
travelling to China, facing the realities
of what it means to be culturally
appropriate, especially when issues
relating to Tibet and human rights
can easily be brought into the
conversation. She had to learn how
to handle those delicate situations
and her interest in international
relations grew even stronger. This
experience made her realise she was
not cut for the corporate world. She
said: “This was not the best time

of my life. Travelling was nice but
I knew I could do better than that,
so I decided to complete my studies
in international relations and work
in this area. Learning to understand
people – what they know but most
of all what they don’t know – was
important to me.”
She was told the University of

Sydney changed me a lot. The
standard is very high. Teaching there
allows for more creative and critical
thinking. Much of the knowledge
I acquired from the universities in
Poland and Germany was book-based
knowledge. Here, I learned how to
think and how to ask questions.
These were the things I was missing

Learning to understand people – what
they know but most of all what they
don’t know – was important to me
Sydney had a very good reputation
in this area; she wanted to study in
an English-speaking institution, so
she applied to enrol into a Master
program with the Centre of Peace
and Conflict Studies at Sydney while
in the US. Months later she received
notification that she had been
accepted. After another six months
organising her trip, she moved to
Sydney.
Edyta said: “The University of

from my previous studies.”
According to Edyta, Poland is
a homogeneous society in which
influencing young people is easy.
She said: “Studying international
relations while staying with people
from one’s own country and culture
does not allow for the appreciation
of cultural and ethnic perspectives. If
you live with people who think the
same way as you do, it is so much
easier to judge than to understand.

Australia is a heterogeneous society.
Interacting daily with people from a
variety of ethnic backgrounds makes
it easier to understand their point of
view, sharing knowledge, asking the
proper questions; most of all, it helps
remove prejudice and not judging
others so quickly. Experiencing this
difference is important to me; it is
not what I get from it but who I
become after it.” When discussing
cultural perspectives Edyta stresses
the conflict evident in Australia
with issues of identity. According to
her, beneath the apparent affluence
and tolerance lies a struggle for a
multicultural society to come to terms
with the need to address the intricate
relationship between migrants
arriving on a new land and the
original inhabitants of this land.
With a Master of International
Relations from Jagiellonian University
in Kraków, a Master of Business
Management/Economics from the
European University “Viadrina” in
Frankfurt (Oder), and now a Master
in Peace and Conflict Studies from
the University of Sydney, Edyta can
work anywhere. For now, she enjoys
living in Redfern, working in a local
café (Tapeo at 82 Redfern Street),
discovering Australia, and reflecting
on the next step of her journey.  S
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Small book targets big issue –
the NT Intervention in quotes
Jane Barton

Earthians unite!
Adra Anthoney
In a recent address to the party faithful,
outgoing Greens leader, Senator Bob
Brown, greeted his “fellow Earthians” and
called for a global parliament to deal with
the global problem of climate change.
Despite his rather colourful language,
Brown has raised an issue that has been
debated for over a hundred years: Do we
need a global parliament to deal with global
problems? Prominent advocates for a global
parliament have included HG Wells, Alfred
Lord Tennyson and Albert Einstein.
Here in Sydney, proponents go by the
name of the World Citizens Association,
Australia. “We founded the Association
back in 2004 to promote the idea of
democratic global governance or a world
federation,” says Association President,
Professor Christopher Hamer. “The
motivation is basically the idea that
global problems need global solutions.”
Professor Hamer believes there is a
need for a common approach through the
creation of a global democratic parliament
to deal with global issues such as nuclear
weapons, global poverty and climate change.
To further promote the idea of
democratic global governance, the
Association has set up the Institute
of Global Peace and Sustainable
Governance which will be hosting its
inaugural symposium at the University
of Sydney on June 15 with the theme: “Is
democratic global governance possible?”
Professor Hamer hopes the symposium
will provide a platform for debating
issues, such as the feasibility of having
a democratic global government, its
limitations and possible paths that lead to it.
So far, seven speakers have
confirmed their attendance for the
symposium, including Bob Brown.

Other notable speakers include Associate
Professor Brett Bowden from the School
of Politics and International Studies at
the University of Western Sydney and the
Venerable Thich Minh Tam, Chairman of
the International Buddhist Organisation for
Culture Education and Social Development.
The symposium is the first of many
such events to be organised by the
newly formed Institute for Global
Peace and Sustainable Governance.
Opinions on the street vary. Many
question its feasibility. “We can’t agree
on heaps of different things on our own
so why would the formation of a formal
global government make us start agreeing
on things?” asks Susan Berry, mother of
two. “I think the structures that we have in
government now are not perfect but we’re
never going to have a perfect government.”
Victoria Fee, a civil servant said: “You
need incentives when dealing with global
issues. What is the incentive for people
to take responsibility for all these global
issues? Basically I don’t think it will work,
perhaps in Australia, but not in countries
like those in the developing world – such
measures are just not a priority for them.”
Others, like student Chris Conyers were
more critical: “I think global governance
is unworkable because the self-interest
of each nation will prevent agreement
on any large scale. While there is selfinterest in forming nation states, I can’t see
self-interest in forming a global state.”
Associate Professor Hamer, however,
remains optimistic. “Democratic global
governance not something that will happen
overnight. Local problems would still be
handled at the local level,” he says. “National
self-interest and national sovereignty are
the biggest barriers to global governance
but they will eventually be overcome
because it is in everybody’s interest to
sort out these difficult global problems.”

Experience Indonesian cuisine at its best.
Enjoy a 3-course meal for 2 people for only $25 (valued at $50).
Must bring voucher to redeem. Not valid with any other offer Dine-in Dinner Only Mon-Sat. Valid until June 30, 2012.

This Is What We
Said is a hardback,
DVD-sized book full
of colour photos and
quotes by people affected
by the Intervention.
It was launched in
Sydney at the Amnesty
International office in
Chippendale on May 5.
It was introduced by
Amy McQuire, the editor
of Tracker magazine, who gave an overview
of the history and politics that underpin
the Intervention, and Graeme Mundine,
CEO of the Aboriginal Catholic Mission.
The quotes in This Is What We Said were lifted
directly from independent video footage taken
at government consultations in Aboriginal
communities. Many of the hot topics raised
by community members did not appear in
subsequent reports to government. This Is
What We Said is a response to that lack of
representation and gives passionate voice to
Aboriginal community members who are in

despair about the perceived
and lived experience of the
Intervention’s failures.
With legislation under the
name “Stronger Futures” coming
before federal parliament in
May that will extend these
policies for another 10 years,
this book is a timely reminder
of the distress and complicated
mess that the Intervention has
become. It also raises issues
about the consultation process.
For many city dwellers,
the Intervention in the
Territory has no direct bearing on our lives.
It is, however, an international human rights
issue. The UN Special Rapporteur, James
Anaya, stated in 2010: “Open to question is
the extent to which [the Intervention] can
indeed be said to count on broad support
among the affected Indigenous people.”
The UN Special Rapporteur also reinforced
the need to fully purge the Intervention
of its racially discriminatory character and
conform it to relevant international standards,
through a process genuinely driven by the
voices of the affected Indigenous people.

Ten Things You Should Know
About The Intervention
Courtesy Professor Jon Altman, research professor at the Australian National University.
1. The Northern Territory Emergency Response
(NTER), officially referred to as “Closing the Gap
in the Northern Territory” but more commonly as
“the Intervention” is less than a year away from its
statutory end in September 2012.
2. It has entered a stage that is critical for sound
policy making and Aboriginal people in “prescribed”
communities, especially if bad policy is legally locked
in again.
3. The proposed Stronger Futures Legislation would
extend NTER for 10 years. Amnesty International
opposes its introduction. It violates international
human rights law.
4. Former Family Court chief justice Alastair Nicholson
has said the proposed Stronger Futures measures
won’t comply with the Racial Discrimination Act.
He predicts Stronger Futures would fail if challenged
in the High Court.
5. The most recent data on progress suggests that the
Intervention is failing, at least if its aim is to tackle
gaps in socio-economic disadvantage between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians in the NT.
6. Reports of child abuse in NTER communities have
increased from 174 in 2007–08 to 272 in 2010–11; as
have domestic violence reported incidents, from

1,612 to 2,968. The most shocking statistic is on
confirmed attempt suicide/self-harm incidents
that have increased from 109 in 2007–08 to 227
in 2010–11 in NTER communities.
7. Recorded school enrolment and attendance has
declined from February 2009 to February 2011.
8. Income support recipients have increased as people
have been pushed off CDEP (Community Development
Employment Projects) onto Newstart. In the name of
job creation, welfare dependence is increasing.
9. A report by the Cultural & Indigenous Research Centre
Australia (CIRCA) dated September 2011 indicated that
the facilitated discussions conducted over six weeks
appeared open, fair and accountable. But CIRCA
observed that the Crowne Plaza Hotel, where the Alice
Springs Town Camp meeting was held, may have been
an unfamiliar, uncomfortable and unfriendly venue. It
also noted that some meetings were very long (four
to five hours) and food needed to be provided as
people were showing signs of hunger and exhaustion.
10. The Australian government response to what looks
awfully like policy failure is to promulgate more of the
same. This is the impression one gets when reading
Stronger Futures in the Northern Territory Report on
Consultations.

Shop 6, 245-249
Abercrombie St,
Darlington.
02 9699 9875
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The Reviews
Book Review
by Margaret Vazey

The Indomitable Miss Pink –
A Life in Anthropology
Julie Marcus
UNSW Press, 2001; Paul
Fitzsimmons, Alice Springs, 2005
Olive Pink was blessed with a long
life. Born in Tasmania in 1884, in fairly
comfortable circumstances, she died in
Alice Springs in 1975. In the second
half of her life, she chose to live alone,
and appeared to rejoice in being isolated
and poor.
After a good education in Hobart,
she trained as an artist and taught art.
Later, in Sydney, she trained as a town
planner and worked as a tracer in the
Department of Public Works. She also
joined the Red Cross, and became
proficient at first aid, and was a volunteer
attending the first hospital ship returning
from the front in the First World War.
In Australia, this was the time when
the atrocities being committed against
the Aboriginal people of Central
Australia were becoming known to the
public. Olive Pink wanted to understand
this at first hand, so she decided to visit
Daisy Bates in South Australia. This
marked the course for the rest of her
life: returning to Sydney, she studied
anthropology, undertaking to do research
in Central Australia. Eventually, she
became a self-appointed political activist
for the local Aboriginal people.
Many stories were told about her, and
she became a mythological figure, one
who was loved and admired by those
(both black and white) who approved
of her work, or hated and despised by
those (both black and white) whose
plans to exploit or mistreat either the
local Aboriginal people, or their land,
were thwarted.
I bought this splendid book at the
Olive Pink Botanic Garden in Alice
Springs which is sacred to the memory
of this great and unusual Australian
woman. The garden marks her last home,
and honours her fierce and determined
one-woman battle to bring justice to the
Indigenous people of Central Australia,
and recognition of the unique properties
of the natural, local environment of
Alice Springs.

»»books@ssh.com.au

Film Review
by Lindsay Cohen

The Dictator
Director: Larry Charles
Starring: Sacha Baron Cohen
Genre: Sacha Baron Cohen
Do you take your offence in large
dollops or do you prefer it to be more

subtle? Fortunately for you, Sacha Baron
Cohen offends both ways. That shouldn’t
be a surprise to fans of Baron Cohen. In
The Dictator, the deluded megalomaniac
Admiral General Aladeen is as offensive
as Baron Cohen’s previous characters
Borat, Bruno and Ali G. It’s at the core
of what makes these characters funny,
their ability to shock and surprise in
equal measure.
Another thing that’s consistent
across all of Baron Cohen’s characters
is their inherent childish stupidity. For
some reason it’s OK (on screen) for the
ignorant, the idiotic or the uneducated
to offend. You can laugh at a hillbilly
or an insane dictator but you can’t
laugh at a school teacher, politician or
scientist without condemning them in all
seriousness for expressing similar views.
Baron Cohen knows this inherently
and is an expert at tiptoeing along the
line of “isms” (sexism, racism etc). He
is an equal opportunity offender so that
women, gays, lesbians, Americans, Arabs
and Jews are offended in equal measure.
The Dictator may be hit and miss,
but that’s not because he crosses any
lines, just that some of the material isn’t
that amusing. For every brilliant torture
scene (the funniest since Monty Python’s
Spanish Inquisition and the comfy chair)
or love scene (yes, armpit sex exists)
there’s a joke that goes flat. But that is
always the risk when the humour comes
so thick and fast.
So if political incorrectness is your
thing and if you don’t mind a bit of
low-brow and slapstick mixed with your
political satire, then see The Dictator. Just
don’t expect the Spanish Inquisition.
Rating: Four fake beards

»»film@ssh.com.au

Theatre Reviews
by Jane Barton

Sydney Comedy Festival
Michael Hing – “An Open Letter to
Rich White People and their Role
in the Downfall of Civilisation”
May 1-4
Michael Hing gives a pretty good
indication of the nature of his show in
the title. The title also speaks volumes
about him. It’s wordy and smart but
a bit obvious. That’s the paradox with
26-year-old Hing: he’s very clever but
his comedy doesn’t reflect this. Instead he
over explains jokes, his punch-lines fall
away and occasionally he doesn’t bother
with them at all. Which would be fine if
he weren’t banging a somewhat repetitive
and angry drum. He is at his best when
he allows the vulnerability into his
stories. A beautiful story about teaching
his granny to use social media was the
emotional heartland that worked best
in this show. Unfortunately, he insisted
on annoying dick jokes and swearing
repetitively at rich white folks. Not that
they/we don’t deserve it and the political
comparisons are very sharp – especially
those about credit card spending and
the impending race war. It’s simply that
the insults could be a whole lot funnier.
That said, Hing’s shtick is to use reverse
stereotyping to make his point. A lot
more subtlety would have sufficed. With
so much clever potential, disappointingly
structured jokes let him down badly.
Gifted with a razor sharp intellect, a
capacity to articulate complex metaphors
and political insights, his casual approach
to his material, inserting brand new stuff
on a night-by-night basis means that the
really robust material is diluted. Thus
his Channel Ten story is overshadowed
by telling us about the Channel Ten
producer who was in the audience the
previous night. It came across as big
noting. Hing already has some comedy
awards under his belt. Earlier clips on
YouTube show why. When he keeps
his focus narrow and tight he is very,
very good. This gig seemed like a case
of running before mastering the art of
walking. Or then again, maybe it was
his unlucky sweater.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au
Sydney Comedy Festival
Jennifer Wong – “Ouch
and Other Stories”
May 3 & 8

Live Music Review
by Alice Moldovan

Jennifer Wong is an endearing comic.
Her quiet, almost timid approach to
comedy is refreshing after the hardcore cynicism of so many stand-ups.
This show, “Ouch and Other Stories”,
is bookended by a story about her
mum choking on a fish-bone and her
subsequent decision to do a first-aid
course with the aim of learning about
preventing her loved ones from dying.
En route she detours via the challenges
of making a phone-call to the Chinese
consulate and some beautifully observed
whimsy about Australia Post’s efforts
to combat racism. In effect, the larger
themes of this show that emerge are the
absurdities of racism and the equally
bizarre lengths Wong goes in rendering
it powerless. Well placed to expose the
insidious nature of racism in all its guises,
she acts as a gentle and generous guide.
She is an astute performer who manages
to turn shyness into a strength and the
laughs the audience derive are rumbling
belly laughs that sustain you like a bowl
of chicken soup.

Bryce Dessner, Nico Muhly
and Sufjan Stevens
Wednesday May 30,
Concert Hall, Opera House
The first half of the show was
comprised of three sections, composed
individually by Dessner, Muhly and
Stevens and played by the virtuosic
Orava String Quartet. Diacritical Marks
by Muhly was marked by a recurring,
simple, almost nostalgic flutter of
notes that transported the listener to
an otherworldly soundscape. Stevens’
selections from Run, Rabbit, Run were
exquisitely plucked by the Orava quartet,
making them more accessible than their
original incarnation as electronic songs
on Enjoy Your Rabbit.
A description of the second half of
the evening, Planetarium, must include
the visual aspect of the performance: a

giant “every planet” constructed of wire
and covered with cloth. The planet hung
arrestingly over the stage, and was the
3D backdrop for projections of light,
shapes and film shorts. Planetarium
was far-reaching, and ranged from
dreamlike, robotic sequences replete
with voice-distortion, to electronic
computer-drone styled interludes. The
seven-piece trombone section served

to increase the strength of the wall of
sound throughout.
Dessner, Muhly and Stevens
showcased their compositional flair
with quirkiness and creativity. Stevens
was spot-on when he described the
performance as “a journey through space
and time”.

»»music@ssh.com.au

Congratulations to all our volunteers! On May 29 the SSH was one of many
organisations and individuals to receive a Volunteers Award at a community event at the
Erskineville Bowling Club, hosted by The Factory Community Centre and Housing NSW.
Ross Smith, one of our major distributors, received an individual award (presented by
Greens Counsillor Irene Doutney) for advocacy and community service. Photo: Lyn Turnbull

Jess Cook is Creative Director of 107 PROJECTS INC. (107 Redfern St, Redfern)
whose mission is “to assist development across a range of arts disciplines”.
It does this by creating environments conducive to creative practice, which
are accessible to, and interact with, a broad spectrum of the public. Home to
exhibitions, screenings, performances, music, workshops, a small army of practicing
artists and so much more, this is a place for the whole community to engage.
www.107projects.org Photo: Andrew Collis
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A pinch of Salta
SSH
Salta (formerly known as Little
Beard) is a Sydney-based folk trio
originating from the Blue Mountains.
Comprising Julia Jacklin on vocals
and guitars, Liz Hughes on vocals and
guitars, and Rosie McKay on bass,
the band’s laidback style – and quirky
onstage antics – belies mature and
affecting song-craft. Think Smoke
Fairies with a sense of humour!
Melodic bass-lines, warm harmonies
and intricate fingerpicking (acoustic
and electric guitars) are utilised
“to tell the stories of Salta”.
Julia Jacklin says: “We all grew up in
the Blue Mountains – and first played
music together in the small town of
Ventenilla, just outside of Lima Peru.
We were all travelling in Peru at the
same time and decided to meet at an
Orphanage where a friend was working.

Rosie McKay, Julia Jacklin and Liz Hughes. Photo: Andrew Collis

Face to face at
the Orchard
SSH
Art Educator Miriam Cabello
recently conducted a two-day
workshop on Portraiture at the
Orchard Gallery in Waterloo (South
Sydney Uniting Church). Works were
shown at the Opening on May 26.
The caliber of work created by the
students is nothing short of exceptional.
This exhibition offers a chance to not
only view and support the artists,
but to also gain an understanding
of fundamental portrait painting
techniques that the students were
exposed to and executed in such little
time. For some of these students it was
the first time they ever held a brush and
yet they created work of great versatility.
The classes were designed to
give artists of all levels a strategy in
approaching drawing and painting of
the human face. Students began by
learning to convert the great masses
of the head into specific shapes, using
both linear (line and shading) and mass
conception (structural building blocks).
Different types of classical
proportions were discussed, as well
as anatomical construction of the
head. Once an artist begins to see and
understand the architectural structure
of the head, the next step was to create
a convincing and beautiful form via
drawing, then in acrylic paint.
The students were introduced to:
Imprimatura – the optical effect of cool
vs. warm imprimatura; The impact that
three values can produce; Mid value
cool vs warm; Impasto to scumbling;
Highlight to light value.
Cabello unveiled a new portrait of
her own. Rev. Dr Dorothy McRaeMcMahon is the first in a series
of portraits dedicated to creating
a dialogue on the contribution,
sacrifice and legacy of inspirational
humanitarians.
Many of their outstanding
accomplishments have been fading

Miriam Cabello and Dorothy McRae-McMahon with portrait. Photo: Garrett Fountain

from contemporary conversation,
rekindling these accomplishments is
key to Cabello’s artistic odyssey.
The inspiration is to transpose
with oil paint, the profound journey
of these cultural and social innovators.
These works are painted in her unique,
masterful oil painting technique
©Spectral Kinetic Realism, a new,
inspired and challenging process that
is grounded in 20 years of academic
research and creative exploration.
Cabello offers intense workshops
to maximise the educational process
of Historical oil painting techniques
that are extremely complex in terms of
historical development, art theory and
application. Numerous groundbreaking
techniques were invented and
developed during Western Art History
that are seldom taught or thoroughly

investigated.
Miriam offers the opportunity to
learn from the Old Masters by copying
their work and methods.
Students will select an old master
painting to copy and Miriam will guide
them through the steps of recreating it
by examining the palette, brushstrokes,
composition, color and lost and found
edges. Working after the old masters in
an authentic way students will imprint
in their mind what a masterpiece really
looks like and what it takes to complete.
miriam@mlcgallery.com
Portraits
Curated by Miriam Cabello
The Orchard Gallery
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
Till July 26
Phone 0438 719 470

“We played music with the children
and through this we discovered
our similar music tastes and style
of playing. When we returned to
Australia we joined together and
created the band, Little Beard.”
The trio recently had to change its
name due to another band in the Sydney
area also having the name Little Beard.
The new band name was chosen in
conversation with the audience at a gig
at Mr Falcon’s in Glebe Point Road.
“We focus mainly on live performance,”
says Julia, “performing mainly around
the Sydney area, particularly in Glebe
at the various new small bars which
cater to live music. You can find us
on Sunday afternoons playing at
Mr Falcon’s and the Little Guy.”
Salta will also play the UTS
Loft Bar on June 6 (the Finals of
the Songs on Stage competition).
www.facebook.com/littlebeardband/.

The spirit giveth
life in Marrickville
Peter Maher
This Community Arts Project will
explore the variety of values, beliefs and
spiritual life in the Marrickville Local
Government Area. It is sponsored
by the Marrickville Multifaith
Roundtable in conjunction with
Marrickville Council. We will invite
local residents, community groups,
schools and artists to create artworks
that engage the wider community in
a conversation to promote mutual
understanding and respect.
It will enable people of all faiths
and value systems to express their
hopes, concerns and interests through
the imagination. The arts can play an
important role in assisting people who
come from different perspectives to
engage in a conversation that is both
illuminating and provocative. We hope
people using their artistic imagination
will be both inspired and challenged
through the media of drawings,
paintings, photography, sculpture
and poetry.
We plan to exhibit a selection of
the works at an exhibition open to the
community. This will enable the works
to speak broadly and invite response. The
exhibition of Spirit Life in Marrickville
will be held at Seaview Gallery Dulwich
High, Seaview Street, Dulwich Hill.
Special opening will be Friday, August
24, 6-8pm and general viewing will be
on Saturday August 25, 10am-4pm. All
are welcome.

Man walks dog. Photo: Google Images (CC)

This is a co-operative project of
the local faith bodies that form the
Marrickville Multifaith Roundtable
(Anglican, Catholic, Hindu, Muslim and
Uniting), Marrickville Council and the
Blake Society. It will be part of the Blake
Society’s Engage program to foster local
community conversation around values
and spirituality.
There will be certificates and prizes
for works that make a significant
contribution to the theme and three
contributors receiving the awards will
be invited to share a conversation over a
meal with the chair of the Blake Society,
Dr Rod Pattenden.
We will call for work using these
art forms. Two Dimensional Media:
Drawings, Paintings, Photography,
wall based sculpture or embroidery,
maximum A2 size (420 x 594mm) either
landscape or portrait format. Sculpture:
That could sit on a surface dimension of
300 x 300mm. Poetry: The length of the
poem is determined by its presentation
on a single A4 page.
Details of venue and dates blog:
mmrarts.blogspot.com.au
Email: mmrcommunityarts@gmail.com
All Enquiries: Peter Maher
Phone: 02 9557 3197 or 0439 460 779
Email: mmrcommunityarts@gmail.com
Steve Jasek: 0400 530 405
Email: rockytop@optusnet.com.au
Fr Peter Maher is chair of the Marrickville
Multifaith Roundtable Community
Arts Project and the parish priest at
St Joseph’s Church in Newtown.
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Sounds of the Lion album launch at the Red Rattler in Marrickville earlier this year. Named after
Sierra Leone (meaning Lion Mountains), Lion Mountain Studio runs out of a custom-built cupboard
studio at Marrickville Community Centre’s Skid Row Radio. Each Sunday the cupboard opens
its doors to members of the newly arrived and refugee African communities, holding workshops
and one-on-one sessions with members of Sydney’s electronic and hip hop communities,
including Seekae, Killaqueenz, Thomas William and members of the ONEOFOUR Collective.
www.lionmountain.org Photo: Lyndal Irons

Poetry

South Sydney Crossword
Across

1,2. *Cheers to your jowl?! (4,4)
7. Vietnamese noodle soup (3)
8. Buddhism form (3)

I know the darkness

9. Sibling's daughter (5)

when Earth and Heaven are denied

12. *Mad as a dd, er...? (1,3,5)

I’ve cried out for anyone to hear

14. Poker player's entry stake (3,2)

cried wet tears too.
Silent rooms
the grave voice

17. Pouched jumper? (3)

CROSSWORD
BY D.W.

18. Approximate entrance time (3)
19. Organs; bravery (4)

the wheels of the machine

20. Thing to scratch (4)

I’ve hated them

Down

I pity them

1. Handle, deal with (4)

I am proud to wear the persecutor’s mark

2. Common element (4)

and bare my false teeth
to God.

First correct entry
receives a prize.
Send to:
South Sydney Crossword
PO Box 3288, Redfern
NSW 2016
* Denotes cryptic clue

– Adrian Spry
WORDPLAY
Creative Writing Group
Woolpack Hotel Redfern,
229 Chalmers Street, Redfern
6-8pm Wed, June 6 & 20.
Phone Andrew on 8399 3410
All welcome

4. Heavy cloud (4)

5. Ex Play School presenter (4)
6. *Slyer feet kick stroke (9)
10. VHS player (3)

11. *Ask your inner what's up? (3)
13. --- Inglis, Rabbitohs star (4)
14. Nut's accompaniment (4)
15. Straight up (4)

last month's solution

16. Wad or roll's contents (4)

For translation visit www.dharug.dalang.com.au
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SSH advertising works:

"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community.
Interest has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Lindeman, Food Distribution Network, Waterloo

BABANA

Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday, June 29
Souths on Chalmers 12-2pm
Babana Shed open Mon-Fri
(72 Renwick St, Redfern)
Contact: Mark Spinks 0411 282 917

BABANA

Uniting Churches

Redfern

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist): 10am Sunday
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds,
sexual orientations and identities.
Peace with justice, integrity
of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church

REDWatch

Cnr St Johns Rd
& Colbourne Ave Glebe
Worship Sun 6 for 6.15pm
‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate
candlelit concerts Thu 8pm
Huw Luscombe 9518 9413

Meetings first Thursday
of the month at The Factory
Community Centre.
Phone Geoffrey Turnbull
(02) 8004 1490.

Swimming Upstream
Would you like to participate in a storytelling and weaving
artwork initiative for ASCA’s national day 2012?

food distribution network
home delivery of low-cost fresh fruit & vegetables

The Food Distribution Network is a not-for-profit organisation that
delivers boxes of fresh and inexpensive fruit and vegies to older
people, people with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDS and carers
who live in the City of Sydney and need assistance living independently
at home. For $9 you can have a box of 6-8kg of fruit and/or vegies
delivered to your door each week or fortnight.
Please call 9699 1614 or e-mail enquiries@fdn.org.au for more
information. These services are funded by the Home and
Community Care programme and the AIDS Trust of Australia.

Volunteers’ news
by pat clarke
Well, after six weeks away, I am
so glad to be home. And the
temperature here is lower than
some of the places I’ve been – zero
in the Orkneys and 25C in London.
The most topical for this week
would have to be London where

the streets are full of bunting
and Jubilee souvenirs, from the
cheapest to the highly expensive. A
pair of leather gloves at Selfridges
based on an Elizabethan design cost
900 pounds and a Union Jack mug
on the street cost 5 pounds. This
weekend there will be street parties,
G&T parties with tiaras and crowns
and crowds lining the Thames.

South Sydney Uniting Church in association with ASCA (Adults
Surviving Child Abuse) is planning a special presentation in
addition to its usual November prayer service. This initiative
seeks to facilitate members of the community coming together
to help untangle the knot of child abuse.
There are different ways in which you can be involved:
• come along and weave blue ribbons into origami fish including
any words or messages at SSUC, 56a Raglan Street Waterloo,
on Saturday June 16, 2-5pm
• s hare aspects of your story for anonymous presentation by
calling Alana Valentine 0416 003 798
The telling of stories and weaving together of communities helps
us unite in bringing messages of hope and recovery.

Competing with the Jubilee
Celebrations are the coming London
Olympics. And there are plenty of
sculptures and flags for this as well.
The Olympic flame will be passing
through a number of the towns and
regions that I visited.

the Euro zone soon. I was most
sad to hear of Ali’s passing while
I was away. Our deepest love and
sympathy to Dorothy, and Ali’s
family and friends. I’ll be back on
track for the July issue so you can
contact me as usual.

The UK is being optimistic during
the Euro Crisis. We can only hope
that there is some resolution for

Pat Clarke
Distribution Co-ordinator
patriciaaclarke@optusnet.com.au

Email mail@redwatch.org.au

Leichhardt University Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt
(near Norton St)
Worship 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

Newtown Mission

Waterloo
Recycling
Workshop

280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements
9519 9000

Workshop and market open Fridays
9am-12pm.

Paddington Uniting Church

Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo
(lower car park).
Affordable furniture and
household goods.
Donations gladly received (no white
goods
or electrical apps).
Volunteers welcome
(phone Naomi on 0407 576 098)

ST BARNABAS, BROADWAY
Opening services at the new building.
Beginning Sunday 17 June.
Weekly at 10am, 6:30pm and at the
Barneys Overseas Chinese Church at
4:30pm, on the corner of Broadway
and Mountain St.
See for yourself the first major new
church building in Sydney in 100 years.
And stay in touch with the latest
church community events at
www.barneys.org.au

395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm
1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point
Worship 10am,
Bible Study 5pm Sunday
Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Jamie Parker MP
State Member for Balmain

Kristina Keneally MP
State Member for Heffron

Clover Moore MP
State Member for Sydney

Carmel Tebbutt MP
State Member for Marrickville

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction
NSW 2022

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville
NSW 2204

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9369 5221
F: 02 9369 5225

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9558 9000
F: 02 9558 3653

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Goolagong inspires kids to try
Adrian Spry

Evonne Goolagong-Cawley won
14 grand slam singles and doubles
tennis titles. On a rainy Sunday in
May, the former world numberone was at Prince Alfred Park for a
Come and Try Day, giving Indigenous
children aged 5 to 15 the chance to
experience tennis while offering
further tennis development and other
sporting opportunities.

Fast game’s a good game
Members of the victorious NSWRL Young Achievers Photo: Andrew Collis

Adrian Spry

On Saturday May 26, the NSW Rugby
League together with Souths Cares, the
Australian Technology Park Sydney
Limited (ATPSL) and the NRL’s One
Community showcased the ability of
sports to bring communities together
at the 2012 U17 ATP Redfern Harmony
Nines.
The nine-a-side tournament, held at
Redfern Oval and the National Centre of
Indigenous Excellence (NCIE), in just its
second year, celebrated the diversity and
pride in the game and wider community.
The competition hosted 150 players
from the Under-17s age group who
had not participated in the elite Harold
Mathews and SG Ball competitions.
Teams included Australian Indigenous
Far West, Australian Indigenous Redfern,
NSW Maori, NSWRL North Coast
Barbarians, Samoa, Tonga, and, for the
first time, a team from Africa.

Roy Wakelin-King, Managing Director
of ATPSL, spoke with sportscaster
enthusiasm: “Last year’s Harmony Nines
really showed us how sport can bring so
many different parts of the Sydney and
NSW community together. It’s fantastic
to see players enjoying themselves
and celebrating their backgrounds
and culture while promoting social
inclusion.”
The boys played hard, tough, skilful
footy – crisp passing, moving the ball
from sideline to sideline, big boppers
running hard and straight up the guts.
Games comprising eight-minute halves
were played in quick succession. Tension
built as teams either progressed or were
knocked out of the tournament.
An exciting final saw the
NSWRL Young Achievers defeat the
Mediterranean & Middle East side – a
runaway intercept in the dying seconds
leading to a try and much merriment
from the coach and players on the bench.
Congratulations to all involved!

Masterful footy
by Perry Johnstone

On Saturday June 9 the hottest ticket
in town (actually it’s free!) will be the
Alexandria Rovers Annual Master’s Gala day
of football to be held at Erskineville Oval.
For those not familiar with master’s football,
it’s football tailored to men over 35 years
(rules are modified to ensure player safety).
This year teams from the ACT, Sutherland
Shire and teams from our own district have
registered. The day is a family themed day
with a jumping castle (weather permitting)
and free face painting for the kids.
The festival, fully endorsed by the ARL, is
the only master’s football carnival being
held in Sydney during the 2012 season, and
is another achievement of the number one
sporting club in the inner city!
www.alexandriarovers.com.au

DUNBAR ROVERS
BRINGS JUNIOR SOCCER
TO THE NCIE, REDFERN
Dunbar Rovers is developing its football relationship with the
local community by providing an opportunity for local kids
through a professionally co-ordinated program sponsored
by Link Market Services as part of Link’s Youth Mentoring
Program to use sport as a positive life influence.
When: Each Sunday from 10am–11am
Where: NCIE, 180 George Street, Redfern
Attire: Shorts, t-shirt, football boots or trainers
Bring: Water bottle, smile
Provided: Qualified coaching, all balls & equipment, fun
To register your child’s participation in the program
please email gerry@tcf.net.au OR register at the
NCIE reception desk. If you have any questions
please call the Dunbar Juniors co-ordinator
Gerry Frittmann on 0413 647 664.

The days are run through the
Evonne Goolagong Foundation in
conjunction with Tennis Australia
and the Learn Earn Legend! initiative,
which encourages and supports young
Indigenous Australians to stay at school,
gain employment and be “a legend for
themselves, their families and their
communities”.
The rain couldn’t dampen the
enthusiasm of this champion
sportswoman. Her spirit of strength and
humility shone through the greyness.
Goolagong-Cawley said the clinics
were designed to encourage young
Indigenous Australians to pick up a
racquet, have fun and give tennis a real
go. The aim is to increase the number of
Indigenous girls and boys playing tennis
to help improve their health, education
and employment opportunities.
“We are trying to get as many
indigenous kids as possible into tennis
and leading a healthy lifestyle,” she
said. “As a young girl in Barellan, I
had many people support me, and if
it wasn’t for that help I wouldn’t be
here today.”
Since 2005, Goolagong-Cawley
has run the Goolagong National
Development Camp for Indigenous
youngsters with potential to become
pro players, coaches or administrators.
“We’ve been giving out tennis
scholarships to different schools around

Australia – including Box Hill Senior
Secondary College and Pymble Ladies
College,” she said.
From the program, 19 youngsters
have received tennis scholarships, six
are qualified level one coaches and four
work in sports administration.
“This is what I’ve been dreaming
about for a very long time,” she
said. “My first dream was to win
Wimbledon, and I did that [twice: 1971,
1980] … reading about it in magazines,
imagining that, and achieving that.
This is my second dream – to see as
many Indigenous kids as possible play
tennis. Through the Learn Earn Legend!
program, we start them off little, from
5 to 15 years, working with Tennis
Australia, for the real littlies we have the
Hot Shots program with little racquets,
we just want them to come and have
fun, so much fun they’ll want to keep
playing …”
“Some of our coaches are here today.
Ian Goolagong, my little brother, is
Tennis Australia’s National Indigenous
Coach. He’s been there for a year. We
also have coaches today who came
through the national program – they’re
like the legends of the program, the role
models for the little kids.”
“We find that a lot of the Indigenous
kids are very shy, but if they see one
of their Indigenous coaches out there
coaching, and they feel welcome, they
can overcome that shyness.”
The wet conditions brought the day’s
tennis to an early close, and GoolagongCawley hugged and kissed some of
the girls as they left, including several
students from PLC. The smiles, laughter
and affection were very real.
For more information on Tennis Come
and Try Days, contact Ian Goolagong.
Further information about Tennis
Australia’s Indigenous programs can
be found at www.tennis.com.au/.

NSW Microfinance Network

No Interest Loans
Scheme
NILS® is a community managed small loan program developed by the
Good Shepherd Youth & Family Service designed to assist low income
people, i.e., receiving income support from Centrelink. Loans for around
$1,000 are for new essential household items, medical goods and other
worthwhile purposes.
Phone 1800 509 994 – 9:30am to 4:30pm Monday to Friday (except
public holidays) for information/eligibility/schemes in your local area.
NILS® is not for emergency relief, bond or rent, living expenses or
debt repayment. For help with credit & debt difficulties, please call
the Credit & Debt Hotline: Freecall 1800 808 488

www.dunbarrovers.com.au

www.nilsnsw.org.au

