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ERSKINEVILLE:  On February 22, 
Erskineville and Alexandria residents 
filled Erskineville Town Hall to 
capacity to express their views 
on the proposed Ashmore Estate 
redevelopment before local and state 
government members. Convened by 
the Friends Of Erskineville (FOE) 
residents’ association, the meeting 
addressed deep concerns among locals 
about the project.

The Ashmore Precinct is located in 
Erskineville and is bounded by Ashmore 
Street, Mitchell Road, Coulson Street 
and the Bankstown rail line. The City 
of Sydney intends to see the 17-hectare 
Erskineville site transformed from a light 
industrial zone to a thriving residential 
area. In Council’s vision for urban 
renewal of the precinct, Ashmore Estate 
will provide much needed new homes, 
public open space and local services to 
the inner city.

 But residents are concerned that the 
proposed project is an overdevelopment 

of the site and that it lacks coordinated 
development of infrastructure to manage 
the increased demand it will create – 
particularly for water infrastructure, 
public transport and traffic systems as 
well as school and preschool facilities 
in the area, all of which are already 
under strain.

 The community also expressed 
dissatisfaction in finding itself caught in 
the middle of a disagreement between 
the Council and the State about who 
should control projects such as Ashmore. 
As a result of this disagreement, residents 

have been forced to respond to proposals 
that have yet to be accepted and 
confirmed.  

Community members present at 
the meeting unanimously passed a set 
of seven resolutions. These include 
a call for an alternative urban design 
study for the area, as well as for traffic, 
social economic and environmental 
impact studies to be undertaken before 
any changes are made to the 2006 
Development Control Plans. 

 Residents are also requesting 
that a working group consisting of 

representatives from the City of Sydney, 
the state government and the local 
community be established to take an 
advisory role in the development of 
Ashmore Estate and, importantly, in any 
changes made to the 2006 DCP.  S

 
Details of the redevelopment 

are available at: www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.

au/Development/UrbanRenewalProjects/

Ashmore.asp . More information on 

FOE and the community response 

to the redevelopment can be found 

at www.erskinevillevillage.org

Joel Pringle

REDFERN: Twenty years of government 
inaction over lack of  access at 
Redfern station has mobilised the 
local community, resident groups, 
Aboriginal communities, businesses 
and political party branches to join 
forces in the Lift Redfern Station 
campaign. The campaign is calling 
upon the Minister of Transport to 
take immediate action to install lifts to 
Redfern station platforms.

A lack of accessibility to transport 
services reduces the independence of 
people with less mobility as well as 
making it very difficult and unsafe for the 
elderly and parents with small children 
and prams, as well as passengers with 
luggage.

“Access to public transport is a basic 
right. Given that Redfern station is one of 
the busiest transport hubs in NSW, more 
suburban and inter-urban trains stop here 
than any other station, with the exception 
of Central, and 50,000 people use this 
station every day. It is appalling that 
there are no lifts,” said Mehreen Faruqi, 
spokesperson for Lift Redfern Station.

Redfern station already serves a large 
community, is a vital interchange, has 
connectivity to bus stops and provides 
access for workers, residents, visitors 
and students to major facilities, services 
and universities. With many large urban 

Limited access to Redfern station: Shireen Haas holding her son Archie Haas Pustahija (5 months)   Photo: Esther Butcher

Ashmore redevelopment lacks planning, say residents

renewal projects proposed for the Redfern-
Waterloo area, commuter numbers will 
only grow. It seems baffling that no easy 
access upgrades have been scheduled for 
such a significant station. The Lift Redfern 
Station campaign wants to ensure that 

providing equitable access and improving 
safety at this station becomes top priority.

In order to do this, a month of collective 
community action is going to commence 
in March, starting with a launch at 
Redfern Station on Monday March 19 at 

8am. Community members and commuters 
are urged to come and support this call for 
action and help collect 10,000 signatures 
for a petition which can then generate 
debate in the NSW Parliament to make 
Redfern station accessible NOW! S

If you would like to follow the 

campaign for lift access at Redfern 

Station, or get involved, go to  

www.liftredfernstation.wordpress.com  

or leave a message on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/LiftRedfern

Campaign launch for lifts at Redfern
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Arriving home late after work and 
finding only a few bendy carrots and 
a limp piece of lettuce at the bottom 
of the fridge doesn’t make for the 
tastiest dinner. The shops are closed 
and the only options are Maccas or 
delivery pizza. Soon, however, a third 
option of night food vans, selling 
gourmet food, will be available on 
the streets of Sydney.

The City of Sydney is lodging 
development applications in 13 
locations across Sydney for 10 food 
vans to sell a diverse variety of food 
from roasted pork buns, scallop and 
Spencer prawn pizzas on organic 
grain bases to homemade ginger beer 
and Maltese cherry and apple pastry 
pockets.

The food vans will hit the streets 

when restaurants close and drive 
around areas likely to include Belmore 
Park and Tote Park in our South Sydney 
backyard.

Food van operator of Let’s Do Yum 
Cha, Rowan Bates said: “This is a great 
initiative as it has come from the people 
of Sydney that they wanted more night-
time food options and the council is 
working with us to deliver it.”

The 10 operators were chosen by a 
panel of judges after an hour cook-off 
challenge where contenders had to 
prepare their truck menu. They were 
judged on the taste of their meal, health 
and waste management and their 
overall concept.

Food and Drink editor of Time Out 
Sydney, Myffy Rigby said: “Sydney’s 
food culture is a huge and rapidly 
changing beast of a thing where 
restaurants are constantly opening and 
closing and chefs are reframing the way 

we look at food every day. Food trucks 
are another example of the way this city 
changes to fit the needs of its people.”

The food will be price sensitive, 
ranging from two-dollar dumplings 
to falafel rolls for under 10 dollars, to 
invite a range of ages to partake.

Each food operator also has more to 
it than just selling food. Some food van 
operators seek to engage local artists to 
use the vans as canvases. The Veggie 
Patch van will showcase renewable 
energy by running on vegetable oil with 
a herb garden on the roof.

For Agape food van operator, Simon 
Lawson, his menu will be made of 
totally organic ingredients and he aims 
to donate part of his earnings to the 
charity group Feed the Hungry. “It’s not 
just about selling food, it’s also about 
educating people that organic doesn’t 
have to be expensive, it is better for 
you and can be an easy food option.”

The vans will also be able to connect 
with the people throughout Sydney 
through a smart phone app which is 
currently being designed. This will 
allow the public to view the route of 
the food vans, what time they will be 
on the streets and what’s on offer.

Rowan Bates (Let’s Do Yum Cha) has 
previously only had access to people at 
various festivals and is excited about 
the project. “It’s a great opportunity for 
us to take control of our business and 
build a direct following on the streets 
on a regular basis,” he said.

The food vans are just one of the 
initiatives in the City of Sydney’s 
steps toward building a lively night-
time economy with more non-alcohol 
activities attracting families and different 
cultural groups into under-used spaces. 
What better way to connect different 
people through the most social activity 
of sharing food?  S

Licking lips over late-night food vans

1
JOSEPH MEDCALF 

FUNERAL SERVICES
2  Family owned & operated  2 

2  100% Australian & fully independent  2 
2  Pre-Paid & Pre-Arrange Funeral Plans  2

Joseph Medcalf has been serving Sydney since 1880 
and is a long-standing part of the local community. 

We offer personal attention 24 hours a day,  
7 days a week, and cover all Sydney suburbs.

172 Redfern Street, Redfern
9698 2644

The Big Issue celebrates 400 issues in Sydney! Vendor Eddie has been with 
the magazine for 11 years, on the streets of Melbourne, Adelaide and Sydney. 
Emma Harkins (vendor support) works at the Sydney office in Little Eveleigh 
Street, Redfern, and Alan Atwood is Melbourne-based editor.   
Photo: Andrew Collis

The Big Issue has need of hands-on volunteers:
 1. An office “mum/dad” – a volunteer who 
would like to “fuss” a couple of times a week 
and do all those time consuming fiddly 
things like filling up the vendor coffee/
sugar jar, etc, cleaning the two fridges when 
needed, doing a thorough wash-up, taking 
the tea towels to the laundry, and shopping 
for vendor cafe every two weeks. (There is 
no heavy cleaning or lifting – these tasks 
are all done by paid suppliers.)

 2. Every Saturday a member of The Big 
Issue staff sets up a “temporary office” at 
Pitt Street Uniting Church from 10am-1pm. 
A roster is needed of different volunteers 

to help resource this temporary office. 
Vendors who are working the city on the 
weekend come to the church to collect their 
pitch permission slips and book pitches if 
they haven’t already done so. It is also the 
place where they come if they just need 
to chat. Ideally two volunteers are needed 
each Saturday – one to stay with the team 
member at the church and the other to do 
pitch walks to visit the vendors while they 
are selling the magazine.

Intersested?  
Contact Susan Leith-Miller  
on 0403 270 365

On February 23 and 24 the EPIC Day Laing O’Rourke team volunteered at the 
Sydney Story Factory in Redfern (176 Redfern St). The Story Factory, to open in 
early 2012, is a not-for-profit creative writing centre for children aged 7 to 17, with 
programs targeted at disadvantaged children, especially those from Indigenous 
and migrant families. The centre will include the Martian Embassy and Gift Shop, 
a one-stop store with everything a child needs for inter-galactic exploration! 
Volunteers sanded plywood ribs and seating, painted walls and assisted with 
fit-out and cleaning.   
Photo: Andrew Collis
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andrew Collis

DARLINGTON: On Thursday February 2 the 
Governor-General, Her Excellency Quentin 
Bryce AC CVO, visited the Shepherd Centre 
in Abercrombie Street to learn more about 
vital services and programs offered, and 
to celebrate the recent positive outcomes 
achieved by the Centre’s 2011 graduates.

Staff, children and family members were 
thrilled to meet the Governor-General and Mr 
Bryce. Songs were sung by deaf and hearing-
impaired children to demonstrate the children’s 
ability to listen and speak due to an Early 
Intervention program that focuses on training 
parents as teachers. Skills are further developed 
through integration of children into family 
life and the wider community, highlighting 

speech, language and vocabulary. The 
aim is that children will enter their local 
mainstream schools in a fully integrated 
environment once they are school aged. 

The early intervention program provides 
families with 1:1 auditory-verbal therapy, 
audiology and family support sessions, 
and group sessions such as a weekly 
playgroup and a parent support group. 

Mother Ingrid and daughter Maja, who is 
diagnosed with mild-to-moderately-severe 
hearing loss, are regular participants of the 
Shepherd Centre and playgroup. “Maja 
comes every week, she loves babies,” Ingrid 
said, explaining that Maja has a hearing aid 
that compresses very loud and soft sounds. 
“She’s happy here, she’s doing really well.” 

Data just released from the Shepherd Centre 
shows that the majority of children with 
additional needs (children who have entered 
early intervention after 12 months of age, have 
additional disabilities or are from a non-English 
speaking background) scored in the “typical” 
range for vocabulary. One third of this group 
scored in the typical range for language and 
the overall average language score was just 
outside the typical range of their hearing peers. 
In addition, almost all of the children without 
additional needs achieved scores within the 
typical range for vocabulary and language. 

  The Shepherd Centre is one of six 
charities represented by advocacy group, 
First Voice, officially launched in October 
2010 by the Governor-General, who is the 
group’s patron. Ms Bryce said: “Nine to 12 
Australian children in every 10,000 are born 
with moderate or serious hearing loss in 
both ears, 23 more per 10,000 will acquire 
a hearing impairment that requires aids by 
the age of 17, 54 per cent of our Indigenous 
children suffer some form of hearing loss.”

Sheila Salunke has 12 years experience as a 
listening and spoken language specialist, and 
has been working at the Shepherd Centre since 
2011. “We are specialising in the AVT [auditory-
verbal therapy] process,” she explained. “It’s so 
satisfying working with these kids and knowing 
that there’s a good success rate for them within 
age appropriateness in terms of their language 
and their speech.”  S

For more information about the Shepherd 

Centre, including its First Sounds Cochlear 

Implant and Residential Workshop programs, 

contact the Centre on 1800 020 030.

We’re making significant progress on the University’s 
new multidisciplinary centre specialising in obesity, 
diabetes and cardiovascular disease.

To be known as the Charles Perkins Centre, in recognition of 
a visionary and outstanding graduate of the University, the 
centre will focus on finding solutions to one of the world’s 
major health concerns. 

Charles Perkins was the first Indigenous male graduate in Australia. We have named 
the centre in his honour as he so clearly embodied the values that underpin this vital 
and innovative research project. Just as he changed the lives of a disadvantaged group 
of Australians - the centre seeks to change the lives of people around the world.

We’ve also appointed one of the world’s leading scientists, Dr Stephen Simpson as the 
Academic Director for the Centre. His research spans locust behaviour to human health 
including the most extensive study to date into whether calories or nutrient balance is 
responsible for ageing and longevity.

You’ll see him soon as the presenter of a new four-part documentary for ABC TV, 
Great Southern Land, to be aired in late May and June.

The Centre is located on the Camperdown campus in close proximity to the Royal 
Prince Alfred Hospital and the faculties of Medicine, Science and Veterinary Science. 
It will include a combination of wet and dry laboratory spaces, clinical research facilities 
and a biobank.

Brookfield Multiplex has been appointed as the construction contractor with work 
scheduled to be completed by 2014.

Michael Spence 
Vice-Chancellor

CommUnity ContaCt details 
security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week 
enquiries: 9114 0523  email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

The youTh of Today

Governor-General 
lends voice to 
charity
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Governor-General Quentin Bryce with children and parents at the Shepherd Centre’s playgroup in Darlington   Photo: Andrew Collis
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sandra beeston

“Live life!” is the maxim of the 2012 
NSW Seniors’ Week (March 18-25), an 
event organised by Ageing Disability 
and Home Care (ADHC).

 
The annual event, “the largest 

celebration for seniors in the southern 
hemisphere”, its website reads, 
“promotes positive attitudes towards 
ageing”. During the week, seniors can 
choose to participate in hundreds of 
activities, such as gala concerts, dinners, 
tours, fitness and computer training 
workshops, in order to gain new skills 
and make new friends.

 Aunty Beryl Van Oploo, a hospitality 
teacher at Yaama Dhiyaan, a café and 
catering school for Aboriginal youngsters, 
is one of about 20 ambassadors for 
Seniors’ Week, a role that means a lot 
to her: “It means that, as a senior, I’m 
still active and I’m still giving back to the 
community, especially with the education 
part of it, and passing those skills on to 
our young people and hoping that one 
day they’ll follow their own journey. It 
means that it’s getting us out there as 
Aboriginal people as well and it means 
I’m healthy enough to do it and I’m active 
enough to do it. I think it’s really great!”

 Another well-known Ambassador 
from Redfern is Aunty Millie Ingram, 
founder of Wyanga, an organisation 
providing help and care to elders: “Myself 

and Beryl Van Oploo each specifically 
represent Aboriginal elders and we do 
Welcome to Country, we talk to people 
about how Aboriginal people age with 
dignity. Beryl provides information on 
her cooking, and all the stuff that she 
does with her beautiful cuisine, the bush 
tucker that she has. It’s more or less a 
public relations exchange with everybody 
about growing old, so that younger 
people know that they can’t escape it, 
you’re going to get old sooner or later, 
and that you can grow old with dignity 
and with grace and still have a good life.”

Both “Aunties” are adamant that older 
people can live fulfilling and exciting 
lives: “Absolutely!” Ms Ingram says. 
“One of our representatives is in creative 
ageing and she wants people to get into 
all sorts of things like artworks, plays and 
performing. We try to get those sorts of 
things here, so elders have things to do 
all the time, and they’re not just sitting at 
home, out of sight and out of mind ... and 
that’s what the ambassadors are about.”

She also says that, far from the idea 
that getting older means the end of one’s 
working life, seniors can actually be real 
assets in the workforce: “I’m a pensioner 
but I prefer to work, and a lot of people 
prefer to work. You have quality people 
out there with a lot of experience, a lot 
of dedication, who can be really good 
employees.” 

 Ms Van Oploo echoes the sentiment: 
“A lot of senior people have a lot of talent, 

they’ve been there, done that, they’ve 
had their career. We as seniors have got 
a lot to give back to our country and 
to our young people as well.” That is 
why, even though she was already retired 
from teaching when she was offered the 
teaching role at Yaama in 2006, she still 
decided to take it on.

Ms Ingram also thinks that more 
funding for associations like Wyanga 
is needed to help elders and that there 
are still a lot of problems that get in the 
way of a good quality of life for them: 
“For instance, transport is pretty bad. 
We don’t have a lift or escalators at 
Redfern station, so a lot of elders don’t 
use Redfern station.” 

 Safety in the home is another issue: 
“We have to make sure if they’re in public 
housing that they’ve got secure locks and 
windows. Feeling safe is one of the big 
things that they care about. There’s still 
a lot to be done.”

 In the meantime, the ambassadors 
are preparing for the week of celebration 
that will start on March 18. Ms Oploo 
organised a bush-tucker tasting for the 
seniors last year and hopes to repeat the 
experience for the upcoming event: “We 
made damper and kangaroo stew. They 
had a ball!” 

Ms Ingram also says the previous 
Seniors’ Weeks were a lot of fun, and 
sings the merits of the event: “It shows 
them that elders can be visible and 
enjoy life!” S

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP, Labor Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway NSW 2007

T 9379 0700   F 9379 0701  |  Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Tanya Plibersek MP
Member for Sydney

ADVERTISEMENT

Aunty Millie Ingram (top) and Aunty Beryl Van Oploo    Photos: Sandra Beeston

How do we 
fund world-class 
schools?
Last month the Gillard Government released 

the independent review of school funding 

conducted by eminent businessman David 

Gonski.

I believe that all Australian parents should 

be confident their child will get a world-class 

education.

This should be the case no matter where they 

live or the school they attend.

But this isn’t always happening at the moment. 

While we have a great education system, some 

students are falling behind. We need to do 

more to lift performance.

Since 2007, Labor has driven a strong national 

school reform agenda, investing in teacher 

quality, giving more powers to principals, and 

building and upgrading classrooms, libraries and 

science labs in every school across the country.

In fact, Federal Labor has already doubled 

school funding since we took office in 2007.

The next important step is to make sure 

schools have the funding they need to teach our 

children. That is why we have done the first full 

review of school funding in almost 40 years.

The Government wants to be sure that any 

change will deliver the best result for our 

schools. We want to hear from parents, 

schools and the community about what you 

think works.

I encourage you to find out more 

about the Gonski Review and have 

your say at schoolfunding.gov.au

Ambassadors for 
dignity and grace
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MiCHael texilaKe

The state government Companion 
Animals Taskforce is due to release 
a report into issues surrounding 
household pets later this year, and one 
of the key factors this taskforce will 
consider is the proliferation of feral 
cats in Sydney. 

There are currently multiple feral 
cat colonies living around the city. 
Abandoned buildings and under-utilised 
industrial areas are particularly appealing 
habitats for urban feral populations, and 
their existence is an issue of concern 
for residents and animal welfare groups.

For cat owners, the feral  cat 
population poses a threat to their own 
pets as the two groups mix, increasing 
risk of disease and injury. Others are 
worried about the welfare of feral cats 
themselves. With no certain food, 
shelter or medical attention, feral and 
stray cats are highly vulnerable to 
disease and prolonged suffering from 
injury, malnutrition or exposure. The 
uncontrolled breeding of feral animals 
is a further concern, as litters of kittens 
are even more at risk of starvation and 
exposure. Again, many people see cats 
(feral and domestic alike) as a major risk 
for native wildlife, particularly possums 
and birds.

In the past the City of Sydney has 
attempted humane trapping programs, 
but with limited success. Such attempts 
are made difficult by a lack of legal 
clarity. In a recent letter, Lord Mayor 
Clover Moore noted that “under current 
legislation the City has no regulatory 
powers to control feral cats because 
in NSW cats are free to roam”. The 
Companion Animals Act offers no 
definition distinguishing between feral, 
stray or domestic cats, and the Lord 

Justine MCnaMara

REDFERN: An Automatic Dispensing 
Machine (ADM) for syringes will soon 
be installed on Redfern Street outside 
the Redfern Community Health Centre. 

The machine was approved as part of 
the Health Centre opening in 2007 and in 
conjunction with the NSW Needle and 
Syringe Program. Spokesperson Isabella 
Shaw from Sydney Local Health District 
(SLHD) said: “The NSW Needle and 
Syringe Program (NSP) is an important 
public health program which aims to 
reduce the spread of blood borne viruses 
among people who inject drugs, their 
families and the community as a whole.” 
Professor Paul Haber, Medical Director, 
Drug Health Services, also from SLHD 
said: “During working hours, the 
machine is closed and not operational 
and those who want a sterile needle 
are directed to the health centre around 
the back of the building. After hours, 
there’s been a problem that when 
staff go home, people who need the 
needles can’t get them, so that’s 
when the machine is turned on.” 
The machine will dispense syringes 
for free and Professor Haber said 
the decision is in the public interest. 
“The main rationale is a safety 
consideration, the money you would 
get is modest and the machine can 
be a target for robbery,” he said.  
Professor Haber said that, based on two 
recent community consultations, a clear 
majority of people support the machine 
being installed. 

Michael Shreenan of The Factory 
Community Centre in Waterloo 

supports the ADM: “The fact is, drug 
use is high and safe needle exchange 
doesn’t increase the number of people 
injecting. I would support anything to do 
with harm minimisation and providing 
clean needles to people who need them.” 
Mr Shreenan would like to see more 
discussion within the community to 
educate people about the benefits of 
the machine: “Needle exchange will 
always be controversial and a lot of those 
views come from a lack of understanding 
and educat ion on the matter.” 
Mary Lynne Pidcock, President of South 
Sydney Business Chamber, said she 
supports harm minimisation but would 
also like to see more consultation within 
the local community. “We do understand 
that it has been approved but the 
issue is that the business community 
was very different at that time.” 
“The concern I have is that there 
hasn’ t  been consul tat ion with 
the current business community, 
which is very different from when 
it was approved in 2007,” she said. 
Others aren’t as welcoming of the idea 
and think it will have a negative impact 
on the community, and in particular on 
families in the area. 

Mark Spinks, Aboriginal Employment/
Mentor Coordinator for Babana, is 
concerned about disposal of used 
syringes and the effect the ADM will have 
on local families. “I’m against it, I think 
it’s a low idea. Those needles will end up 
on Redfern Oval and in the grandstands. 
We’ve got families who use the park and 
the oval now, and that will stop,” he said.  
Mr Spinks said he would support a 
specific place where people can be 
supervised to use syringes. “Why 

don’t they give them somewhere to go, 
somewhere controlled and out of sight, 
not in public? What will happen is they’ll 
take them out of the machine and go up 
to the oval. If you think they’re going to 
take the package then drive home and use 
it, trust me, that won’t happen,” he said.  
CEO of Wyanga Elders Group, Millie 
Ingram, is concerned the machine will 
attract people to Redfern solely for 
drug use and undo the recent work 
done to improve the area. “We can’t 
get tradespeople or taxis to get to 
Redfern. No one wants to come here 
because of this image. We Aboriginal 
people have fought for a long time to 
improve the image of Redfern and now 
they want to take it back to where it 
was, I think it’s disgusting,” she said.  
There is no set date for the installation of 
the machine but Ms Shaw said it would 
be installed following further discussion 
with the local community.

According to Professor Haber a 
third meeting of stakeholders has been 
scheduled which “will be more detailed 
about the machine, what we want to 
achieve and the evidence that we can 
give to the community”.

When asked how the greater 
community would be made aware of 
what’s happening, he said: “We are 
presently not scheduling a meeting 
for the whole community. People can 
approach their council, the Business 
Chamber and the other people 
participating in the meeting. People who 
wish to gather information can do so 
by approaching the Community Health 
Centre directly.” S

The SSH will monitor developments.

The trouble with cats

Needle dispensary in 
public interest? 

Mayor also noted that “the City can only 
impound a cat if it is seen attacking or 
harassing an animal or if it has injured 
or caused death to a person or animal”. 

In part due to the problem of 
abandoned and feral pets, the Minister 
for Local Government, the Hon. Don 
Page MP, and the Minister for Primary 
Industries, the Hon. Katrina Hodgkinson 
MP, have created the Companion 
Animals Taskforce to “provide advice 
on key companion animal issues and in 

particular strategies to reduce the current 
rate of companion animal euthanasia”.

The taskforce is expected to release 
a report into issues associated with 
companion animals in the first half 
of this year, and members of the 
community will be given the opportunity 
to make submissions. S

To learn more about the Companion 

Animals Taskforce and how to 

contribute, visit www.dlg.nsw.gov.au

Feral cats adapt and survive in all conditions   Photo: Michael texilake
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Many local residents have told me they have concerns about 
the Ashmore Urban Renewal Plan. The issues in relation to 
the Ashmore development site are the responsibility of the 
City of Sydney council. However, there are State implications. 
Mr Mike Hatton, President for the Friends of Erskineville 
Community tells me residents are frustrated that the O'Farrell 
Government and the Minister for Planning are not listening to 
or addressing their concerns. 

In fact, the City of Sydney has at least recognised the concern in the 
community as represented by the Friends of Erskineville and extended 
the time for community submissions on the draft development control 
plan for the Ashmore development site from 22 January to 29 February. 

The Friends of Erskineville have made a detailed submission on the 
present draft proposal I call on the O'Farrell Government and Minister 
for Planning to take notice and respond to the Friends of Erskineville. 
The group lists the following as some of its key issues of concern. 

First, the plan calls for 3,200 or more apartments in what appears 
to be more than 40 apartment blocks. Secondly, building heights will 
be up to nine floors if accepted by the Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure, which will create shadowing. Thirdly, it is estimated that 
the site will accommodate over 6,000 people, which will effectively 
double the number of Erskineville residents. Fourthly, only 1,950 
parking spaces will be provided and parking is already a major issue. 
Fifthly, the site is contaminated and requires cleaning up, which 
developers want paid for by increased building heights; and, sixthly, 
there is no plan for public infrastructure, including transport.

These concerns and the lack of the response from the Minister for 
Planning to representations by the Friends of Erskineville, as well as 
representations made by me on behalf of many Erskineville residents is 
a great concern to our community. I will not be surprised if the Minister 
for Planning and the Government seek to blame all issues relating to 
this site on the former Labor Government—in fact, I predict that is 
what will happen.

I say to the O'Farrell Government that it has been in power now for 
almost a full year and this matter has sat on the desk of the Minister 
with barely a response. The Minister has written to the Lord Mayor 
and has tried to sidestep the issue as if it has nothing to do with 
him. His failure to act is in fact an action: It is an endorsement of 
the current plan.

I call on the O'Farrell Government to listen to what the locals are 
saying. Locals know their local area; take note of their issues. Answer 
the City of Sydney council and the residents who call for a new 
plan. Tell the people of Erskineville honestly whether they really 
will see development controls handed back to local councils as the 
O'Farrell Government promised or if those were just hollow words, 
signifying nothing.

Lastly I congratulate Mr Hatton and the Friends of Erskineville on a 
successful effort to campaign against the O'Farrell Governments plans 
for the future of our community.

Kind regards, 
The Hon Kristina Keneally MP

Kristina 
Keneally MP
MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON

ADVERTISEMENT

Kristina Keneally MP 
Member for Heffron 
Phone: 9699 8166 
Email: heffron@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Mail: Shop 117/747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018

lyn turnbull

DARLINGTON: The Sydney University 
Business School plans will shortly 
be submitted to the Department 
of Planning for re-exhibition. The 
development is to be built within 
its Abercrombie Precinct adjacent to 
Darlington Public School and across 
Abercrombie Street from a row of 
residential terraces. 

Since the University exhibited its 
initial plans last year it has further 
consulted groups including the 
community and school, Sydney Council 
and state Departments of Education and 
of Planning. As a result the University 
has made considerable modifications 
to its plans including: “Reducing the 
overall bulk and scale of the original 
proposal; Integrating the joinery 
workshop building to keep a meaningful 
heritage connection to previous uses of 
the site; Maintaining the large Sydney 
Blue Gum tree and the existing corner 
park as a key part of the landscape 
strategy; Significantly increasing 
building setbacks to Codrington 
Street and Darlington Public School; 
Increasing pedestrian access throughout 
the development precinct; Moving the 
entrance to the underground car park 
further away from the school. 

While the car park entrance is no 
longer adjacent to the school it still 

remains on Abercrombie Street, contrary 
to earlier undertakings to the community 
by the University Vice Chancellor and 
infrastructure staff that “[i]n response 
to concerns from residents and parents 
of school children, we have relocated 
the entry to the basement car park from 
Abercrombie Street to Darlington Lane”.

The University defends the decision 
about the entrance “as it means other 
competing principles such as pedestrian 
access through the site, retention of the 
Sydney Blue Gum tree, retention of the 
old Joinery workshop and a reduced 
building scale can be achieved”.

The new design may have provided 
“an east-west pathway, parallel to 
Abercrombie Street, suitable for 
bicycles, prams and specifically 
designed for school children … to a 
newly proposed gate entrance at the 
Darlington Public School [which] avoids 
any vehicular crossovers, existing or 
proposed … developed in conjunction 
with the Department of Education” 
but it will not address increased traffic 
volumes past the school on what the 
University believes is an underutilised 
sub-arterial road. 

In a letter to the Vice Chancellor Dr 
Michael Spence, resident group RAIDD 
(Residents Acting In Darlington’s 
Defence) wrote that “residents of 
Darlington already bear a greatly 
reduced amenity because of the 
large number of students … seeking 

car parking, despite the fact that the 
University is well serviced by public 
transport”. While the University asserts 
that “the car parking is required under 
the building in order to replace the 
existing on-street car park spaces which 
will be eliminated by the building”, 
residents argue  the Seymour Centre 
Car Park, less than 600 metres from 
the Business School site, sits virtually 
empty while students seek free parking 
on the surrounding streets. 

Peripheral car parks are in line with 
the University’s Master Plan vision 
of a pedestrian priority campus. The 
problem for residents is that suburbs 
surrounding all sides of the University 
will bear the brunt of the university-
generated traffic excluded from the 
centre of the campus.

Secretary of RAIDD and parent of a 
Darlington student, Mary Ellen McCue, 
said: “The suburb of Darlington has 
been radically altered by the University 
in recent decades and the residents 
have made and continue to make many 
sacrifices for the continued expansion and 
redevelopment of the University.” S

Project information and a model are on 

display in the foyer of the University’s 

Services Building, 22 Codrington Street, 

until Tuesday March 20, Monday to 

Friday 8.30am-4.30pm and on the 

University’s website: www.sydney.

edu.au/abercrombie_precinct    

Twists and turns in  
Uni development

Model showing new location of the car park   Photo: geoff turnbull

Scene from the ATP Open Day on February 25 – blacksmith Guido Gouverneur of Wrought Artworks demonstrates heritage skills   Photo: Esther Butcher
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Julie MCCrossin

The 2nd National Conference on 
Hoarding and Squalor attracted over 
350 people to the SMC Centre in Sydney 
on February 21 and 22. The conference 
was hosted by Catholic Community 
Services NSW & ACT and the primary 
sponsor was the RSPCA NSW. The key 
message was that hoarding is a serious 
problem and a major fire risk. 

Research by the Victorian Metropolitan 
Fire Board found that a hoarding-related 
fire occurs on average every seven to 
eight days. The RSPCA has supported 
both national conferences, in 2009 
and 2012, because RSPCA inspectors 
are called in when people have large 
numbers of pets in squalid or unsafe 
conditions. They face the ethical and 
practical challenge that they can’t help 
the animals without helping the human 
being. The RSPCA is keen to work in 
partnership with local government 
environmental health staff and services 
like Catholic Community Services to 
help people to overcome the problems 
hoarding may cause for a person, their 
family and neighbours.

The good news is that help is available. 
Catholic Community Services is leading 
the nation in the development of 
specialist teams. The focus is on building 
a trusting relationship with the person 
who is filling their home with so many 
things that normal functioning is difficult. 
The idea is to support the person to 
make small changes themselves, rather 
than outsiders taking drastic action and 
cleaning up with a skip. Big cleanups 

by outsiders are often very traumatic for 
the person who sees “treasures” being 
thrown away. It is also very common that 
the person simply collects more things 
until the home is cluttered again. The 
person needs help if long-term change 
is to be achieved.

Hoarding is sometimes related to 
underlying issues with depression or 
obsessive compulsive disorder. It is likely, 
however, that hoarding will be included 
as a distinct diagnosis in the next edition 
of the psychiatrists’ “bible”, the DSM 5, 
which is due out later this year.

A speaker from San Francisco 
described how local elected officials and 
community leaders formed a taskforce in 
that city to co-ordinate and communicate 
with the aim of reducing evictions 
associated with squalor. The results are 

still being evaluated but one lesson is 
clear: it is important to provide funding 
for leadership and co-ordination. 
Catholic Community Services will hold a 
leadership forum later this year and hope 
to form a taskforce here in Australia. 
They also have a website and an app to 
download designed to help professionals 
and families. 

A family member of a hoarder told the 
conference that more help for families is 
urgently needed to prevent distress and 
help prevent extreme problems. S

For more information see the Hoarding 

and Squalor Tool Kit on the Catholic 

Community Services NSW/ACT 

website. The Toolkit was co-funded by 

the City of Sydney. Julie McCrossin 

attended the conference as MC.
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Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

PePsee
C U T  &  CO L O U R  H A I R S A L O N

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available

276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008

Mobile: 0403 110 832

Assure 
Psychology

Urban natUre wellbeing centre 

216 enmore rd (cnr edgeware rd) 

enmore nsw 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services 

to help you deal with life’s difficulties

Bulk billing available on referral from GP

Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808  

or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

Helping hoarders towards 
long-term change

Sydney Central  
Panel BeaterS

lic. no.: 18843
 

154-156 regent St, redfern
Ph: 9319 6044
Fax: 9319 2223

sydneycentralpanelbeat@smartchat.net.au

Insurance - Private - Fleet work
Fleetcare repairer

262 Abercrombie St, DArlington
Ph: 9698 8677   oPen 7 DAyS
mon-Fri 7Am-5Pm    SAt-Sun 8Am-4Pm

triPoD cAFetriPoD cAFe

Kit pushes 
HNSW repairs
lyn turnbull

According to a Housing NSW 
survey of Redfern-Waterloo public 
housing tenants published in April 
2011 close to four in 10 residents 
are dissatisfied with the service 
provided by the local housing 
office. Management of maintenance 
issues is one of the most prominent 
of the areas of dissatisfaction with 
half saying they are dissatisfied 
with the maintenance advice and 
responsiveness provided to them. 
One of the major gripes is that 
Housing takes too long to respond 
and take action.

A new kit to help public housing 
tenants get repairs to their homes is 
now available in printed form from 
the Redfern Legal Centre and online. 
The repairs Kit, produced by the 
Sydney Tenants’ Advice and Advocacy 
Service, provides information on: 
the responsibilities of tenants and 
Housing NSW to maintain their 
properties; how to notify Housing 
NSW when repairs are needed; what 
tenants can do if repairs are urgent; 
and other action tenants can take if 
Housing NSW does not respond.

Public Housing Repairs Kit and other 

information kits are available from 

Redfern Legal Centre, 73 Pitt Street, 

Redfern, or online at www.rlc.org.

au/publications/tool-kits.html

Abercrombie 
Street upgrade
geoff turnbull

An upgrade of the southern side 
of Abercrombie Street and a scoping 
study for the northern side was 
approved by Council at its February 
meeting. The upgrade involves 
the widening and paving of the 
southern side of Abercrombie Street 
between Ivy Street and Shepherd 
Street including the undergrounding 
of electricity delivery to buildings 
on the southern side.

The report to council based on 
feedback from exhibition in October 
excluded many resident suggestions. 
The proposal remains confined to 
the southern side of Abercrombie 
Street and looks like an upgrade 
of the walking strip rather than a 
whole Village Upgrade. Following 
feedback a flush road treatment at 
Ivy Street was added at the Council 
meeting. A raised threshold wasn’t 
considered possible due to “storm 
water drainage constraints and Roads 
Authority technical requirements”. 
Councillors Doutney and McInerney 
proposed an amended motion, which 
was unanimously supported, that a 
scoping report be prepared for Council 
covering the areas excluded from the 
current plan.

Requests for a seat in memory of 
Trevor Davies during the consultation 
have been noted and will be referred 
to Council’s Plaques Group for 
consideration. If accepted a plaque 
in memory of Trevor could be 
incorporated.

More details from: www.redwatch.

org.au/govt/cos/120209cos

SMDA planning 
glimpse
geoff turnbull

The $M30+ CUB site contribution 
for affordable housing gets a top-up 
with the discovery of a Housing 
Affordability Fund grant to the 
RWA for $7,911,904 for a “North 
Eveleigh Affordable Housing 
Project”. The grant was made 22 
months ago on 19/4/2010 and is to 
be expended within 59 months. No 
announcement of this project or of 
how the RWA/SMDA will deliver 
affordable housing has been made.

BEP2 will return with an SMDA 
exhibition of planning controls 
and an Urban Renewal Studies 
Overview Report about mid-2012. 
The HNSW Preliminary Masterplan 
along with the RWA’s Draft BEP2 
will be reviewed by the Government 
Architect’s Office. Other Urban 
Renewal Studies summarised include 
a Communications and Consultation 
study; an Urban Design and Built 
Form Review; Transport, Traffic and 
Accessibility Review; Social Impact 
Scoping and Assessment; Economic 
Analysis; Sustainable Servicing and 
Supporting Infrastructure Assessment. 
See details on www.smda.com.au .

REDWatch is concerned more 
detailed studies are being left to the 
Developers rather than undertaken 
in determining the BEP2 proposals. 
REDWatch would also like to see all 
SMDA and HNSW studies publically 
released prior to any planning control 
exhibition so the community can 
digest the studies and comment on 
them prior to commenting on the 
consequent planning controls.

A hoarder's living room   Photo: Wikipedia/Creative Commons
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C O M M e N T  &  O P I N I O N

All about money and greed
Reading your paper’s article by 
Michael Shreenan about changing 
Redfern into the next “Paddington” 
(SSH February 2012), I agree there are 
lots of Redfern residents who cannot 
afford the increases that will probably 
happen if more yuppies move into the 
area. I can see the slight changes in 
Redfern Street, and while this may 
be good to a certain degree, I do not 
like the changes that are going on 
in the inner west. I have lived here 
for the past 28 years and have seen 
changes happening in Newtown /
Enmore / Erskineville / St Peters, etc. 
House prices through the roof that 
could have once been purchased for 
a song. Now, groovy cafes on every 
corner. I know this is progress but to 
me it is a shame we are losing “the 
good ole days”. It is all about money 
and greed.

Sue Fraser 
Lewisham

Uni breaks promise
After an open letter from the Vice-

Chancellor – published in the SSH back 
in July last year – promised the driveway 
to its new Business School would not be 
in Abercrombie Street, Sydney University 
has now decided, again, that it will be. 
It’s bad enough this new mega complex 
(a network of about six new buildings) 
will bring 6,000 students and staff a day 
into our residential suburb. But putting 
the driveway to the underground carpark 
on Abercrombie Street will funnel traffic 
from all four corners of the compass 
into the street where residents live (as 
opposed to Codrington Street, Darlington 
Lane and Golden Grove Street – which 

this mega complex also borders). It will 
also endanger the kiddies as they walk 
to school.

Tim Brunero 
Residents Acting In 

Darlington’s Defence 

Viva independent media!
Since 2005, I have been lucky enough 

to have a regular gig reviewing film and 
theatre for the SSH. In the last couple of 
years I have concentrated exclusively on 
theatre reviews. I have seen hundreds 
of shows, done interviews with 
performers and directors and written 
other articles for the paper as well. The 
opportunities this has opened up for me 
to create contacts in the industry has 
been fantastic. The SSH is a completely 
unique paper. Non-commercial at its 
core, the editorial team is driven by 
passion and community spirit that is 
inspirational, nurturing and deeply 
sustaining. The essentially flat structure 
of the paper means that in many ways 
it works as an old-fashioned collective, 
allowing writers to bring their own 
ideas and have a level of autonomy 
rare among other publications. What I 
like best is the courage the paper has 
to consistently lead with stories that 
affect the local community, but I also 
like its balanced and fair approach to 
reporting. Barry O’Farrell gets equal 
space to the Opposition – should either 
ever have anything to say of the vaguest 
importance! Congratulations on the 
100th issue dear SSH! Viva the next 100!

Jane Barton 
Dulwich Hill

MiriaM PePPer

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 is a Bible 
passage familiar to me as a young 
person growing up in the church. 
“Your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit” was for me a cue for strict 
and simple moral rules – especially 
no sex, and no alcohol.  

There is no doubt that the passage 
is about sexual conduct. But not as 
a simple authoritative rule or law 
as I understood it. Paul speaks here 
about sexual union and its parallel 
with mysticism, of communion with 
God. Both are about being joined with 
something or someone other, and 
about experiencing a deep connection 
to something bigger than oneself.  

So the question becomes, when 
we enact a sexual relationship, is it in 
step with our relationship with God, or 
does it conflict and compete? When we 
enact any relationship – with another 
person, with a social or political 
cause, with some goal or ambition 
in our lives, is it in keeping with our 
relationship with God? Paul’s broader 
framing is about being free from law, 
and instead living life in the Spirit. 

This has ecological applications 
as well. Our technological prowess 
means that more is permitted, more 
is possible, than ever before – to those 
of us with the wealth and privilege to 
access the benefits of our times.

 Of course, such a way of life has 
been dependent on physical inputs 
– fossil fuels, minerals, biological 
resources – that outstrip the physical 
limits of the planet. The law does 
not stop our society from the mass 
extinction that we are wreaking on the 
species of this world. It doesn’t stop 
us from compromising catchments and 
destabilising the climate. 

But if we believe and experience the 
Spirit in all people and in all creatures 
– that all life forms are temples of 

the Holy Spirit, interconnected, 
interdependent – then glorifying 
God calls us to attend to the Spirit 
in the other. From there may come 
a choosing to live within ecological 
limits – not out of simple adherence 
to law but out of love and compassion 
for others and ourselves. 

 I have striven to follow this path. 
But recently, my attention has become 
almost single-mindedly focused on 
myself. In early December I crashed 
my bike and injured my shoulder. 
Since that time, I, who try to think 
about and honour ecological limits, 
have been forced by necessity to 
deeply attend to my own physical 
limits.  

I have struggled to cope with pain, 
dysfunction and tiredness. Yet at the 
same time, I am deeply struck that this 
particular body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit. What does it mean to realise 
this and to glorify God in my broken, 
distressed body?  

I scarcely know. But I think that my 
incapacitation is making other things 
possible: My heightened dependency 
on my husband for meals and 
chores has helped me more actively 
appreciate usual dependencies that I 
still too often take for granted – on 
clean air, water and healthy food, for 
example. I have been able to spend 
sleepless nighttimes in prayer. I am 
trying to be content to be, rather than 
draw my identity from normal pattern 
of busyness. And perhaps hardest of 
all – to try to love this injured body 
that is the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

I pray that in the experience of our 
own limitations, we might learn to 
celebrate more deeply the presence 
of God in us and in all creatures – in 
all our diversity, our strengths and our 
weaknesses. S

Abridged version of a homily given by 

environmentalist, Dr Miriam Pepper, 

at the South Sydney Uniting Church.

alison Ziller

Social Impact Assessment (SIA) 
is a process used to anticipate the 
social effects of a proposal before it 
is finalised or a decision is made. It 
can be used for small projects and 
for very large urban renewal projects 
– like Green Square or Redfern 
Waterloo. The aim is to foresee what 
social outcomes are likely and prevent 
negative outcomes, especially severe 
consequences, and to improve positive 
outcomes.

In both these ways, SIA is a 
precautionary process. Many people 
treat SIA as if it mainly deals with 
the second item on this list with a 
few compensations for the first. This 
approach seriously underestimates its 
usefulness.

In many ways SIA is as you might 
expect it to be – making sure unnecessary 
or unacceptable bad outcomes don’t 
happen and getting the best possible 
results. That is, doing the planning 
work well. Another way of saying all 
this is that SIA is an “anticipatory, 
precautionary and a due diligence 
process. And, it’s an assessment not 
a proof. After all, the event hasn’t 
happened yet.

SIA raises a number of difficult issues 
in practice. A large proposal (for example, 
renewal of the Ashmore Estate), might 
result in a huge list of foreseeable social 
outcomes. Tracking all these could mire 
an impact assessment in interminable 
and complex considerations. So most 
guidebooks recommend that an SIA deal 
with “likely issues that matter.” This 

raises the question as to what might 
matter, and to whom. 

For any proposal there are usually 
numerous groups of people with 
interests in likely outcomes. Often these 
groups (for example, local residents, 
businesses, traditional owners, the 
local council) have specific interests 
to support or protect. Often members 
of some groups are very vocal in their 
support or opposition, while other 
groups don’t seem to have much to say.

A good SIA process makes strenuous 
efforts to canvas the interests of all 
affected groups, including the interests 
of groups inadequately represented in 
submissions or consultations. This is not 
just a case of offering different ways for 
people to take part. It also means that 
the assessor should be on the lookout 
for groups who are being left out. This 
might be because they are not in a good 
position to speak up (are disempowered 
for some reason, too young/not born 
yet, too busy, not well, not invited, have 
been misinformed, have been shouted 
down, bullied, etc.). 

Social impact assessment is not just 
concerned with assessing the competing 
wants and concerns of different groups. 
Many social issues are matters of public 
interest, that is, they affect us all. For 
example, a widening gap between rich 
and poor has negative public health 
impacts (eg, on rates of heart disease) 
that affect the city as a whole. Public 
health is a well established matter of 
public interest.

Because SIA deals with matters that 
are in the public interest, it should 
always be a public document. Sometimes 
a group can only see its own interests 

and sometimes individuals confuse 
their personal interests with the public 
interest. Because conflicts of interest 
are often present in discussions about 
development proposals, best practice 
includes the following: The social 
impact assessment is prepared by an 
independent person and conflicts of 
interest are declared e.g. in the case of 
the SIA preparer, the number of recent 
jobs for this client; The principle of 
precaution is applied, that is, lack of 
definitive proof about likely negative 
outcomes is not used as a reason to 
disregard them; And the distributional 
equity of impacts is identified – that is 
who will gain and who will lose out if 
the proposal goes ahead, and the effect 
of these outcomes on social equity and 
other matters of public interest.

An SIA may include recommendations, 
including that a project not go ahead, or 
not go ahead in its current form, because 
of the adverse social impacts likely to 
result. There are particular difficulties in 
applying SIA to long-term, multi-stage 
developments. These developments go 
through many changes and the original 
social impact assessment needs regular 
revision. Keeping the SIA current and 
relevant can seem unnecessary to the 
people doing the development and 
tedious for interest groups faced with 
yet more revisions to review.

When these feelings (“it’s not 
necessary” or “it’s so tedious”) arise, 
it is important to remember that the 
public interest in health and wellbeing 
is at stake. S

Alison Ziller is a Director of 

Australia Street Company. 

In 1978 the party-protest was met 
with police batons and prosecutions. 
More than three decades later, 
Mardi Gras has evolved into a riot 
of positive energy. March 3 saw more 
than 9,000 people make their way 
down Oxford and Flinders streets, in 
the rain, in a rainbow extravaganza 
of LGBTQI pride. Spectators lined 
the streets.

Gay and lesbian police officers and 
fire fighters marched alongside Jewish 
and Arabic pride groups. Lord Mayor 
Clover Moore was there, as were 

representatives of the Liberal Party, 
the Greens and the ALP.

 Dykes on Bikes – 350 women on 200 
motorcycles – revved-up proceedings. 
An “evangelical” Margaret Court 
wielded tennis racket and big Bible. 
The tribute to Kylie Minogue was 
the “biggest-ever” entry with 127 
participants surrounding four floats: 
performers, marching boys, drag 
queens and fans.

 The Lifesavers with Pride performed 
a simple routine to a version of Yazz’s 
1988 classic “The Only Way Is Up”. The 
Asian Marching Boys and Friends were 

decked out in white with red angel 
wings and love hearts, a tribute to the 
parade’s 2012 theme of Infinite Love. 
Carmen’s Sea of Love also graced this 
year’s parade, with divas, marchers 
and two Polynesian dance troupes.

There is a time and place for 
slogans, for outrageous costumes and 
glitter. Mardi Gras has paved the way 
for significant reforms and there is 
still more to be done. Giving same-
sex couples equal rights to marry will 
not diminish the rights of heterosexual 
couples – it may even revitalise the 
institution. S

Temple of the Holy Spirit

editorial

comment

faith

readers’ letters

what is Social Impact Assessment 
and why does it matter?

Infinite Love

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby
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liesa Clague

It was a great pleasure recently 
to speak with Mary Nirlungayuk 
about her first-time visit to Australia. 
Ms Nirlungayuk had come all the 
way from Winnipeg, Canada, for 
the Co-operatives in Indigenous 
Communities Symposium held at the 
Women’s College, University of Sydney, 
on December 12, in the lead-up to 2012 
International Year of Co-operatives.

Ms Nirlungayuk grew up in a small 
remote community, Kugooruk, Nunavut, 
in the central part of Arctic Canada. The 
Inuit people made up a population of 
approximately 500, which has now grown 
to 700. The only access to the community 
was and is by air.

In the late 1980s, Ms Nirlungayuk 
started as Kugooruk office manager. 
It was a very tiny business at the 
time, with a lot of turnover of general 
managers, and she received training in 
that role. She was eventually recruited, 
years later, as secretary and interpreter. 
Her role within the Koomiut Cooperative, 
Nunavut, was to oversee the governance 
of the board of directors, dealing with 
directors, co-ordinating the meetings, as 
well as office administration of contracts 
for services.

Ms Nirlungayuk advises Aboriginal 
people involved in co-operatives in 
Australia to “never give up”. Leaders need 
to “stick to their vision”. “You cannot rely 
on outsiders to provide services for you,” 
she says. “You have to do it yourself.”

In her vision for the future, Ms 
Nirlungayuk is very comfortable in her 
position as co-operative secretary. “The 
co-operative has done a lot for me, been 
really good to me as an Inuit person 
growing up in the Arctic. Knowing that the 
co-operative is an Inuit-owned business 
makes me proud. I know at the end of 
the day that people from the Arctic are the 
ones that have created the organisation, 
and I am thankful.”

Ian McPherson, Professor Emeritus 
of History, is a former Department 
Chair, Dean of Humanities, and Director 
of the British Columbia Institute for 
Co-operatives Studies at the University 
of Victoria. He believes that the most 
important thing is to recognise that 
the organisation is yours, and to take 
responsibility for it and to see what the 
possibilities are. 

Prof. McPherson says: “Cooperatives 
did not start out being controlled by Inuit 
people, but that has become more and 

more common. They have ended up 
entrepreneurs and have made themselves 
as sustainable as possible. They are not 
totally dependent on grants.”

“Maybe you have to start off being 
dependent, but the objective is to 
move away from it,” he says. “What 
most impressed me in taking part in 
the symposium, was that it was a very 
good session with lots of very impressive 
people. I have to say that what struck me 
about the Aboriginal people who attended 
the conference was their forcefulness, 
confidence, honesty, and care that no 
one should be offended. I really enjoyed 
the interaction, and was impressed with 
some of the organisations.”

On February 17 Dame Pauline 
Green, the first woman President of the 
International Co-operative Alliance (ICA), 
visited Tranby Aboriginal College in Glebe. 
The morning tea was hosted by CEO of 
Tranby, Bob Morgan, who acknowledged 
the inspiring leadership of Joyce and Colin 
Clague within Aboriginal co-operatives, 
and traced the tradition of co-ops to 
ancient Aboriginal laws and values. 

Dame Pauline spoke highly of the 

achievements of the co-operative 
college, established in 1958. Tranby is 
Australia’s oldest, independent Aboriginal 
education provider, and is a function of 
the Co-operative for Aborigines Limited. 
A not-for-profit organisation whose main 
function is to deliver VET-accredited 
courses to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students, Tranby offers specialised 
courses in an environment that supports 
Aboriginal ways of learning. The College, 
with a current enrolment of 120, has been 
a pioneer in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander adult education, training and 
social action.

Dame Pauline has been a committed 
co-operator from her time as a local leader 

in the Woodcraft Folk. “Co-operatives 
are not like corporations,” she said. 
“Corporations are obliged to make a 
profit for the benefit of shareholders; 
co-operatives exist to serve members.”

Dame Pauline’s personal ambition 
is to achieve recognition for the 
co-operative model of business within 
global institutions so that the movement 
can continue to grow and expand in the 
coming decades. S

Dame Pauline Green at Tranby Aboriginal College on February 17   Photo:  Ellie Chamberlain

F e A T U R e S

Julie MCCrossin

On February 6, over 250 
people packed into the upper 
room at Redfern Town Hall to 
celebrate the life of Kim Walker, 
also known as Carol Pein, and 
shed tears at her passing at the 
age of 48. Many people in the 
audience came in wheelchairs 
and several came with guide 
dogs because Kim was a powerful 
advocate for the rights of people 
with all types of disability, not 
only for people living with an 
intellectual disability like herself.

When the Redfern-based 
Intellectual Disability Rights Service 
(IDRS) was established in 1986, 
Kim was employed as an educator. 
She held this position for nearly 
20 years and spoke at hundreds of 
public forums and training sessions. 

Janene Cootes from IDRS told 
the mourners: “Kim made us listen 
to people with an intellectual 
disability. She made us talk simply. 
She had a big ripple effect.” 

Kim was a founding member 
of the Self Advocacy movement 
in Australia, with her friend, 
Robert Strike. Kim and Robert had 
grown up together and shared the 
same ward in Stockton, a large 
residential service for people with 
disabilities near Newcastle. 

Robert Strike fought back tears as 
he spoke of his friend. “Carol used 
to look after me when I was sick. 
There was hard stuff we don’t talk 
about,” he said. “Carol let people 
know that people with a disability 
could do it, if they had a chance.” 

Jan Paisley, President of the 
advocacy organisation, People 
With Disability (PWD), also based 
in Redfern, said of Kim: “We both 
spent half our lives in institutions 
and we were very passionate about 
closing them down. I will continue 
that fight while ever I have life 
in my body, for Kim and others 
who were in that situation.”

Lawyer and rights-advocate, 
Jim Simpson, wrote a moving 
obituary for Kim in the Sydney 
Morning Herald. “Kim grew up in 
institutions and without contact 
with her family, leaving her with 
traumas that tormented her for 
the rest of her life,” Jim wrote. 
“As an adult, Kim sought out her 
mother but they found it difficult 
to re-establish a relationship … 
Then one Sunday night, the phone 
rang. It was her father in Germany 
looking for his family and for the 
next six years, until he died, he 
rang Walker every week. In 2008, 
Walker found out her mother was 
in hospital, dying of cancer … they 
finally felt they were able to form 
a strong bond. They had a brief 
time together before Ellen died.”

With the support of her friend, 
disability-advocate, Faye Druett, 
Kim successfully fought to have 
her younger sister, Lorraine, leave 
an institution and move to a better 
life in a community group home.

Kim was recognised nationally 
and internationally for her 
advocacy. She represented 
Australia for the International 
League of Societies for Mental 
Handicap and she received the 
prestigious Rosemary F. Dybwad 
Award for excellence in support 
and development of human 
rights and social justice.

As a journalist and MC, 
I personally interviewed 
Kim in many public forums. 
She was always courageous, 
outspoken and very funny.

Before Kim died of cancer in 
Mullumbimby Hospital, she was 
awarded Life Membership of PWD 
and the award was taken to her 
bedside. On behalf of PWD, Jan 
Daisley, who lives with significant 
physical disabilities herself, told the 
crowd in the Redfern Town Hall: 
“Kim, we salute you and may you 
rest in peace in the knowledge you 
have left a big legacy.” The room 
exploded with applause. S

Co-operatives and 
Indigenous communities Valé Kim Walker 

(Carol Pein)  
– advocate, teacher 
and friend

Kim Walker   Photo:  Courtesy of the idRS

Mary Nirlungayuk   Photo: Maria Clague
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Peter Whitehead

The 20th Tropfest broke new 
ground for interactive media events 
when Thomas Franklin – the happy 
hippy subject of I’m Free To Be 
Me, the fourth filmlet screened – 
declared his love for dancing in the 
rain, and the skies above Sydney’s 
Domain opened emphatically. Tens 
of thousands who had assembled to 
celebrate the world’s largest short film 
festival shuffled away lamenting a lack 
of raincoats and/or the disinclination 
to dance.

But such is the uncertain messiness of 
attending one of Sydney’s major public 
events during our so-called summer. 

Tropfest is Australasia’s largest 
film event with simultaneous outdoor 

screenings in every mainland capital as 
well as Wollongong, the Gold Coast and 
New Zealand, as well as Movie Extra 
subscribers enjoying the comforts of 

home viewing. 
Two decades ago hundreds of short-

film fans attended John Polson’s ersatz 
Tropicana Short Film Festival – spilling 

out of the café and blocking Victoria 
Street. Nicole Kidman was there then 
and remains a staunch supporter of a 
phenomenon powering from strength to 
strength and venue to larger venue – not 
without epic efforts from Polson and 
his support team.

Our Nicole was there again for this 
much evolved evening, along with 
Australian of the Year, Geoffrey Rush, 
Toni Collette (“I used to come to this 
event when it wasn’t an event!”), Cate 
Blanchett and Asher Keddie on the 
panel judging Alethea Jones’ Lemonade 
Stand worthy of the 2012 first prize.

About 700 ambitious filmmakers 
submitted their seven minutes or less of 
filmic magic for this year’s prize. So, of 
course, carping criticism of the selection 
criteria can be heard in countless cafes 
across the country. Polson describes 

himself as the “creative steward” and 
plays a major role in selecting the 
finalists with “one eye, always, on the 
audience”. Again this year the audience 
chose the 16th finalist from a short-list 
of 10 during the lead-up week. 

The program was characteristically 
eclectic with filmmaking of various 
styles, sophistication and budget 
premiering on a wet and windy night. 
This year the Tropfest Signature Item 
was a light bulb because, as Polson says, 
“Tropfest is all about the strength of 
your idea”.

And with a rueful eye to the consistent 
gnarliness of Sydney’s February weather 
Polson has hinted his next idea for 
Tropfest may be about scheduling. 
Good luck! Finding a consistently dry 
date in Sydney may be one challenge 
too far even for this film festival czar.

Sandra BeeSton

Kings Cross has always counted a 
larger than average share of characters 
and colourful personalities among 
its inhabitants, and 77 year-old local 
legend Vittorio Bianchi is certainly 
one of them.

Piccolo Bar, the cafe where he has been 
working for 40 years is an institution of 
the Cross and has been the late-night 
haunt of many artists, intellectuals and 
bohemians: “You could fill out a book 
with all the people that came in here! 
Lots of actors, filmmakers, musicians, 
singers, dancers, writers used to come 
here, because it was the only place open 
at night.”

In early 2011, to the dismay of 
regulars, the cafe had to shut down for 
financial reasons.

Vittorio took this opportunity to take 
a well-deserved break: “I tell you what 
I’ve been doing: I’ve been watching daily 
television, I’ve been reading all my books, 
I’ve been doing a lot of knitting, I make 
scarves!”

After some refurbishing and cleaning 
(“It was full of rubbish!”, Vittorio says), 
locals were relieved to see that Piccolo 
Bar finally re-opened and a party was 
organised for Friday February 17.

Vittorio is delighted to be back: “I 
don’t like holidays, I like to work!”

Vitto seems to know all the residents 
of the area and greets them with a 
“Ciao Bella!”, “Hello my Darling!” 
whenever they walk past the cafe: “I’ve 
been working for 40 years in this job, I 
know everybody, well, I used to know 
everybody, now they’re all young people, 
all the old ones have gone, they can’t 
afford to live here, rent is so shocking 
around here!”

Piccolo Bar has seen many artists, 
musicians and actors grace its seats over 
its 60 years of existence, among them 
Brett Whitely, Bill Hunter, Jeff Buckley, 
Marianne Faithful, Nick Cave …  Some 
of them Vittorio had no idea who they 
were at the time, like “Boy from Oz” Peter 
Allen or the Red Hot Chili Peppers! 
Still today it is not rare to spot famous 
visitors like Geoffrey Rush, Noah Taylor, 
Gia and Zoe Carides, Margaret Fink.

Vittorio himself worked in theatre 
and together with a group of friends 
founded the Ensemble Theatre at Millers 
Point in 1958 and took acting lessons 
with American expat artistic director 
Hayes Gordon for seven years. 

He also wrote for independant 
magazine, CAKE, and appeared on a 
radio show on Double J with Gayle 
Austin: “I used to go there as a guest 
and talk rubbish, movies, theatre, books, 
records, for six months for free, always 
for free.” The picturesque cafe makes 
a perfect location for TV and film 

crews who hire the space to shoot their 
productions, the latest being the ABC 
legal drama, Rake. 

Kings Cross has changed a lot since 
Vittorio started working there, and as one 
of his customers starts talking about a 
project he’s currently working on about 
the area, Vittorio tells them: “Kings Cross 
has changed, what project can you do 
in Kings Cross, there’s nothing to see! 
Except new buildings. They’re trying to 
do upmarket around here, it’s shocking, 
they’re all trying to do this … Money, 
you know?”

He laments the disappearing sense 
of community and village feel that once 
made the area unique: “In those days, 
everybody used to know everybody and 
we all used to help each other. Now, 
people [who] live in the Cross, they 
come in the morning, you see them at 
night, they never say hello to you, they 
don’t look at you, you don’t exist, that’s 
rubbish!” 

Despite these changes, Vittorio enjoys 
working at the cafe he bought back from 
its original owner Ozzie 40 years ago, and 
can’t see himself retiring any time soon: 
“I’ll die working here! I love talking to 
people, I always ask questions, ‘Where 
do you live, what’s your name, where do 
you work?’ Not that I’m inquisitive, but 
you know…” And with that he salutes 
a passerby with his cup of coffee and 
a smile.

Hello, Piccolo!

Flood of filmmaking talent

Wet and windy at the Domain   Photo: Supplied

Piccolo Bar’s Vitto salutes a local   Photo: Peter Young

Breakfast Specials

Shop 6, 245-249 Abercrombie St, Darlington. 02 9699 9875
Valid for Saturday & Sunday until 2pm. Not valid with any other offer. Offer is until 
the end of March 2012. Must bring Voucher in to redeem. Limit 1 per person.

Eggs Benedict
+

Regular coffee
$8.90

Omelette
+

Regular coffee
$10.00
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The Reviews the night leading up to the Global 
Financial Crisis from the perspective of 
the staff and executives of an unnamed 
global financial trading firm (bearing an 
uncanny similarity to Lehmann Brothers) 
that triggers it.

But deeper than that, Margin Call is 
a classic morality play. Its moral is not 
so much “Greed is good” as “There are 
winners and losers so get over it”, as CEO 
John Tuld (Irons) explains to Manager 
Sam Rogers (Spacey) during the height 
of deliberations over what saving the 
company would mean to global financial 
markets (ie, completely stuffing them up).

Margin Call doesn’t stretch the abilities 
of its impressive line-up or ask too much 
of its audience. But with talent such as 
this, even straightforward storylines and 
one-dimensional characters take on extra 
depth. 

Margin Call is as slick as the share 
traders, managers and CEO of its subject. 
For us mug punters wondering what 
happened to our superannuation, there are 
few lessons to be learned. But if nothing 
else, at least the GFC has delivered a 
couple of hours of entertainment (if you 
can still afford to go that is).

Rating: Three-and-a-half redundancy 
payouts. 

Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy
Director: Tomas Alfredson 
Starring: Gary Oldman, John Hurt, 
Colin Firth, Benedict Cumerbatch
Genre: Bondless, James Bondless

I always suspected that being a 
spy had nothing to do with fast cars, 
explosions, sexy women, evil masterminds 
or henchmen and that the reality was 
somewhat more tedious. Tinker Tailor 
Soldier Spy has proved it. 

That’s not to say that Tinker Tailor 
Soldier Spy is a tedious film. Far from 
it. It is a complex ( John le Carre) novel 
of a film, full of subtle plot twists, 
tension, shady characters and lots of 
cigarette smoke. 

At the height of the Cold War, the 
head of MI6 ( John Hurt) discovers the 
existence of a high-ranking Soviet mole. 
After a botched operation in Hungary 
to discover his identity, veteran agent 
George Smiley (Gary Oldman) comes 
out of retirement to sort it out.

Smiley’s modus operandi is interviews, 
intuition and good old-fashioned 
detective work. There’s a personal 
element to it too, as Smiley investigates 
his former colleagues while walking a fine 
line between hard-nosed professional, 
emotional detachment and hidden 
pain. Oldman scored a well-deserved 
Oscar nomination for hitting just the 
right balance. 

Some critics of Tinker Tailor Soldier 
Spy have bemoaned the lack of action and 
the drab sets, the complicated storyline 
and the dour personalities, but Swedish 
director Tomas Alfredson (who could 
ever forget his telemovie, En dålig 
idé?) has delivered a genuine spy portrayal. 

This is a movie for anyone with the 
attention span of an adult, who reads 
without moving their lips and enjoys 
trying to work things out for themselves. 
Alfredson does le Carre great justice, 
bringing it all together with the precision 
of a chess master and a touch of old-school 
ruthlessness. The Cold War deserved its 
name and its reputation.

Rating: Four-and-a-half shoe phones

»» film@ssh.com.au

Theatre»Reviews»
by»Jane»Barton»

Foley
Ilbijerri Theatre Company
Festival of Sydney
Sydney Opera House
Performed by Gary Foley
Directed by Rachel Maza

 
Gary Foley is a Gumbainggir man. 

He was born in 1950 and grew up on 
the NSW Central North Coast near 
Nambucca Heads. He is well known as 
an activist, actor, spokesman, orator and 
guiding light in the political struggle 
Aboriginal people have undertaken 
against non-indigenous Australia. 

  Foley’s performance/lecture is 
essentially a reading of Aboriginal history 
from Federation in 1901 to 1988, the 
year of “national masturbation”, aka the 
Bicentennial. Foley has been, amongst 
other things, a Senior Lecturer at the 
Swinburne Institute of Technology in 
Melbourne, and his lecturing style, with 
a bit of poetic licence, is passionate, warm, 
funny and very engaging. Peppered 
liberally with personal anecdotes and 
wry asides – warning Noel Pearson fans 
(!) – Foley unfolds an alternative, rarely 
glimpsed Aboriginal history, one I wish 
we’d been taught in school.

  Foley’s thumbnail sketch of the 
beginning of the 1972 Tent Embassy on 
the lawns of the Old Parliament House – a 
happy discovery of an accidental loophole 
in the ACT law – stands as a priceless 
piece of oral history, a virtual urban myth 
waiting to be turned into legend.

 Other highlights included a fabulous 
story about a young Simon Townsend 
interviewing the nascent Sydney Black 
Power movement in Sydney; the presence 
of the legendary Faith Bandler, leading 
light in the 1967 Referendum on 
Aboriginal Rights in the audience; and 
some excellent clips from a 1972 ABC 
gem, Basically Black, in which an all-
Aboriginal cast wrote and performed 
some brilliant sketch comedy. You can 
watch it here: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6cSKGGsrWL4/.

 A simple set made of archive boxes 
effectively “housed” Foley on stage – 
“an Aboriginal academic in his natural 
environment,” he joked, “My urban 
midden”.

 An inspirational orator, survivor, a 
man with a robust sense of humour and 
a depth of historical knowledge that 
painted a living, breathing legacy of the 
struggle for land rights, Foley left the 
audience uplifted and inspired to stay 
engaged in this “climate of denialism”. 
Everything a festival show should be, 
and no better institution to host it than 
the Opera House itself, an irony not lost 
on Gary Foley.

 

Blackcat Cabaret
Sidetrack Theatre Marrickville
Mardi Gras Festival 
Feb 14-March 10

The Blackcat Lounge opening night 
gala showcased most of the performers 

who made up this cabaret season. Brendan 
Maclean opened with two gorgeous 
pieces, (including one about his boyfriend 
who apparently has an exceptionally large 
forehead) on piano and his new ukele. 
Other highlights included Lady Sings it 
Best, six women singers along with pianist, 
drummer and bass player. They performed 
wildly swinging mash-ups in harmonies, 
with raunchy tongue in cheek, ploughing 
their way through a number of crowd-
pleasing medleys and cute choreography. 
They opened the Blackcat season the next 
night to a much smaller crowd (hopefully 
numbers will build) and have a number 
of dates to follow.

 Beauty and the Bastard aka Maxine 
Kauter and James Edgar Francis, soon 
off to the Adelaide Fringe, have a lovely 
on-stage chemistry. Their longer show 
promises much sharp wit and left-field 
takes on Disney tunes. The gig was 
rounded out by soul/jazz singer Ali 
Hughes and singer/songwriter Brett 
Every who, like Beauty and the Bastard 
needed longer to find a clear musical 
footing with the audience, though all 
promise much. Hughes has performed 
in New York while Brett Every gave the 
appearance of taking his own delightful 
time on stage and was conflicted by the 
short amount allotted to him.

 Producer Mave Marsden, also the vocal 
backbone of Lady Sings it Best, has done 
a fine job putting together an interesting 
assortment. At times the evening felt a 
little rushed. Each performer had only 
10 minutes. This could easily have been 
extended to 15 with a robust MC doing 
a bit of fill where needed. Instead it was a 
cramped hour with a slightly taken aback 
audience ejected barely 55 minutes after 
entering the just warmed-up theatre.

  The intimate shed at Sidetrack 
is a perfect venue for a music lounge 
show, especially one with a queer focus. 
The stripped-back insides of the shed 
certainly focused the mind and ears on 
the performers, which is, after all, what 
the show is about, but the atmosphere, 
despite a very warm and enthusiastic 
crowd, could have been much enhanced 
by a less conventional seating approach 
and a bit of attention to dressing the space 
in a voluptuous style. It all sounded great, 
but looked a bit boring.

 
»» theatre@ssh.com.au

Film»Reviews»
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Margin Call
Director: JC Chandor
Starring: Kevin Spacey, Paul 
Bettany, Jeremy Irons, Zachary 
Quinto, Simon Bake, Demi Moore
Genre: (Financial) Disaster

Margin Call is what happens when 
you cram a stellar cast into a series of 
small rooms and shove the cameras in 
their faces. 

Once you overcome the realisation 
that Demi Moore is starting to look her 
age (finally), that Kevin Spacey has gone 
grey and Jeremy Irons has gone all craggy 
and creased, you can immerse yourself in 
a tight, tension-packed and well delivered 
drama. 

On the surface, Margin Call is about 
the (“fictional”) events occurring during 

 What’s on your plate?

Sign your name 
across my plate
Paul Sullivan

What exactly does “signature dish” 
mean? I don’t mean for a super chef 
either, I’m talking about for real people 
like you and me. What is it? Do you 
have one? It’s not something that I 
ever would have thought I needed to 
consider until I was asked to bring one 
to a particular event. An event I have 
now attended three times previously 
without actually delivering anything. 
It’s because the first thing “signature 
dish” meant to me when faced with it 
was simple. Stress.

You see, I interpreted that a signature 
dish had to be something incredibly 
impressive. I’ve seen those TV series, 
and I’ve been to the restaurants where a 
signature dish is something that defies 
belief. People put hours into preparing 
them, and then just as long plating them 
up. A true signature dish for a chef needs 
to stand out, so that in turn he or she can 
stand out. The Blood Plum Duck dish 
at Billy Kwong’s would probably be that 
restaurant’s signature dish and let me say 
that anyone who has eaten that is never 
disappointed, and often finds him- or 
herself coming back for more. 

My friend, Sean Connolly, who ran the 
one-hat restaurant, Astral, had a signature 
dish which was out of this world and too 
hard to explain. Let’s just say it involved 
caviar, quail eggs and gold leaf, and was 
a spectacular taste sensation. Yet for mere 
mortals, gold leaf isn’t something we can 
readily reach for in the pantry, so although 
imitation is the ultimate form of flattery, 
sometimes you just have to go it alone. 

As I pondered my dilemma further, 

I decided that a signature dish could 
also say something about who cooked 
it. I would say that my Mum’s signature 
dish is a tuna casserole which we call 
“Tuna Bake”. It’s simple, and delicious, 
yet no matter how many times I’ve tried 
to replicate that dish since I’ve left home, 
I can’t. Mum’s the only one who can cook 
it right. I really started to think long and 
hard about my repertoire of dishes and 
decided that my signature dish would 
be something that was tried and true. 
Something I’d tested on my own family 
and extended family and friends that 
had impressed, and been well received, 
so found myself cooking it again and 
again. It did have to have that little bit 
of extra effort though, so tuna casserole 
wasn’t going to cut it. No offense Mum. 

I trawled through my old cookbooks 
looking for recipes I’d done over the 
years enough times that I could call my 
own. A dish I wouldn’t be nervous about 
preparing, but more importantly a dish 
that I just knew people would enjoy. 
Fortunately, I found not one recipe, but 
two. Then I put them together, and lo 
and behold, a signature dish was born!  

I took said dish to the annual Fathers 
and Kids camping weekend I attend, 
where as relaxed as it is, there is a natural 
amount of male culinary competitiveness. 
Such signature dishes as Poached Salmon, 
Beef Rangdang, Woodfire Pizzas, and 
Pig on the Spit for the Saturday night 
feast are already regulars. I didn’t feel my 
offering would be out of place. And you 
know what? It wasn’t. Now instead of 
feeling anxious about bringing something 
for next year’s meal, I’ll be fine. You 
know why? Because I’ll just take my 
signature dish!

A Tribute to Johnny Cash
The Feral Swing Katz + 
Daniel Thompson
Notes, Newtown, 25/2/2012
Live review by Layth Saeed

It’s the end of an incredibly wet 
and dreary summer. I’ve been waiting 
the past three months for the woman 
I love to return to this country and 
I’m in the best possible mood to pay 
tribute to one of the most haunting 
and honest artists to come out of 
country music. I am, of course, talking 
about Johnny Cash. 

Moments after finishing a whisky 
with beer chaser I am escorted into 
a taxi with a resounding chorus of 
“Ring of Fire”. After what seems like 
a rather long discussion we agree on 
where in Newtown Notes is actually 
located (directly across the road from the 
Enmore Theatre, if you’re interested), and 
we finally make it through the doors. The 
second we enter we make our way to the 
most poorly lit corner of the venue, out 
of genuine respect for the people about 
to commence their meals. 

Shortly after the initial shock and 
embarrassment of people eating where 
I was expecting to dance/stand/possibly 
sway, The Feral Swing Katz take the 
stage, and instantly my attention. Aside 

from the pitch-perfect harmonies created 
by husband and wife duo, Stuie French 
and Camille Te Nahu, I can’t escape 
marvelling at the ease with which French 
manages to dance his fingers around 
the fret board. Now, I’m a big metal 
fan from my youth, and I thought I’d 
seen some impressive escorting of one’s 
fingers down the old board. However, I 
have seldom seen it pulled off with such 
finesse. And when French remains on 
stage to be joined by former Independent 
Country Music Male Vocalist of the Year, 
Daniel Thompson, I couldn’t be happier. 

From here on in you can probably 
guess the rest. They played a brilliant 
selection of songs spanning Johnny’s 
entire career: “Give My Love to Rose”, “I 
Walk the Line”, “Cocaine Blues” (cheers 
guys), “Folsom Prison Blues”, “Man in 
Black”, and my personal favourite, “The 
Long Black Veil”. Towards the end of 
the show we are no longer worried about 
disturbing people’s dinners, as many a 
crowd sing-a-long has been enjoyed, 
and I finish the evening dancing with 
a random lady more than twice my age. 

As the resounding cheers from “Ring 
of Fire” start to die down and my sinus 
begins to congeal, I’m left thinking there 
is no better way to celebrate the eve 
of Johnny Cash’s birthday than this. 
Happy Birthday Johnny, and if I were 
somewhere else I’m afraid I’d have to die. 

Happy Birthday, Johnny!
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African culture 
in Auburn

Vibrant Aboriginal 
women’s art

SSh

The Africultures Festival is an event 
that showcases the rich heritage and 
culture of Africa, in a celebration of 
music, dance, food, fashion, arts and 
crafts. The festival brings together 
people from all African nations now 
residing in Sydney and provides an 
opportunity for the wider community 
to enhance their understanding, 
knowledge and appreciation of the 
spectacle, colour and vibrancy that is 
African culture.

Held annually, the 2012 event will take 
place from 11am-5.30pm on Saturday 
March 17 at Auburn Park, Macquarie 
Road, Auburn. Now in its fourth year 
the festival continues to grow and mature, 
attracting people from all over NSW 
keen to join in on the celebrations and 
embrace the cultural experience.

The event will consist of a full 
program of cultural music and dance 
entertainment on stage, a variety of 
African food stalls, an African community 
market bazaar, interactive workshops 
in African drumming and dancing, as 
well as a fashion show of traditional 
African dress. There will also be a range 
of kid’s entertainment and sports activities 
with AFL and Football United offering 
the chance to get involved with clinics 
and games.

This year a special Cinema Room 
will also be operating in the nearby 
Auburn Centre for Community 
showing various documentaries about 
overcoming obstacles, the mission for 
peace, healing, humanity and hope in 
several African nations.

Auburn is a place where cultural 
diversity is renowned and embraced, 
and the Africultures Festival is a shining 
example of an event where people from 
many different cultures and places come 
together as one to take pride in their 
traditional backgrounds and celebrate 
their diversity.

The event is coordinated by the 
Somali Welfare & Cultural Association 
in conjunction with Auburn City 
Council and a variety of other dedicated 
community organisations. 

Service Providers
The event also provides a platform 

for migrants and refugees from different 
African cultures to mix and socialise. 
Various service providers are present at 
the event offering support services in a 

variety of fields. 
The event aims to stimulate and 

provide communication and channels 
for individual and group participation 
in the improvement of services in the 
area as well as provide opportunities for 
community development.

Entertainment
Returning again in 2012 is our superstar 

MC ‘Kween G’ from the very successful 
hip hop group ‘Killaqueenz’. She keeps 
the event alive with her continuous 
commentary, ongoing anecdotes and 
infamous, improvised hip hop sessions. 

DJ Prince 2000 will also be back to 
ensure there is never a silent moment 
between the many cultural performances, 
laying down the rhythm to keep the 
people dancing. He’ll be sure to team up 
with Kween G to entertain the crowd.

There are many cultural groups 
performing traditional drumming, 
dancing and musical performances 
from many African nations. Some of 
the nations represented include Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Ethiopia, Ghana, Sierra Leone, 
Eritrean, Somalia and Sudan.

Stalls
The Africultures Festival is renowned 

for its fabulous ‘Community Bazaar’, 
with a huge variety of intriguing and 
exotic cultural products and artefacts 
related to the African continent and 
its’ many diverse nations. From hand 
crafted jewellery to fascinating arts and 
crafts to vibrant and colourful fashion and 
accessories – the Africultures Community 
Bazaar has it all.

However if you’re looking for a taste 
sensation from Mother Africa, the 
Africultures Festival has treats you’ll be 
hard pressed to find anywhere else. In past 
years the event has featured Zambian, 
Somali, Ethiopian, Sudanese, Eritrean 
and other African flavours from many 
different nations. Not to mention the 
amazing, aromatic coffee experience you’ll 
find at the Djebena Coffee stall.

The community stalls are the heart of 
this fantastic Festival, giving the people 
a true feel for African tradition, culture 
and custom.

Information about the Africultures 

Festival can be obtained by 

checking out the event’s website 

at www.africultures.com.au or 

at the facebook page at www.

facebook.com/pages/Africultures-

Festival/185014354871134

SSh

This is an exhibition not to be 
missed. Curated as a bright and 
colourful celebration of female 
Aboriginal artists, younger and older, 
from across the country, the show at 
the Coo-ee Aboriginal Art Gallery 
coincides with both International 
Women’s Day 2012 and Art 
Month Sydney. The contemporary 
Aboriginal artists – Sally Gabori, 
Rosella Namok, Emily Kngwarreye, 
Gloria Petyarre, Eubena Nampitjin, 
Lorna Fencer Naparrula, Maggie 
Napangardi Watson, Christine 
Yukenbarri and Minnie Pwerle – are 
all known for their use of colour and 
modern brush strokes and have been 
chosen to represent an inspirational 
and powerful group of Australian 
women.

One of the key artists, Rosella Namok 
(ranked in the Top 100 collectible 
Aboriginal artists in the country – 
her work is held in every public art 
institution) will be in attendance at the 
opening on March 8. She will be joined 
by Jenny Kee, a pioneer of Australian 
style and an internationally acclaimed 
artist and designer.

Namok will also be giving an artist 
workshop at the gallery on Friday 
the 9th.

Since 1981 Coo-ee Gallery has 
curated and organised more than 300 
Indigenous art exhibitions in Australia 
and overseas involving individual 
artists and community groups. These 
have included the landmark touring 
exhibition New Tracks Old Land (USA 
and Australia 1992-96) and exhibitions 
in Tokyo, Lyon, Lausanne, Paris, Zurich, 
New York, Portland, Boston, Seattle, 
Santa Fe and Vancouver. Over the past 
30 years the gallery has acted as the 

Australian and Sydney representative 
for a number of artists.

The Bright, the Bold & the Beautiful  

March 8-April 14  

Official Launch: Thursday March 8, 

6-8pm (International Women’s Day) 

Workshop: Friday March 9, 

10am-12pm, conducted by Rosella 

Namok ($65, bookings essential)  

Coo-ee Aboriginal Art Gallery  

31 Lamrock Ave (cnr Chambers St) 

Bondi  

Gallery Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 

10am-5pm 

Phone: 02 9300 9233

HERE I AM
ANTAR INNER WEST
FREE COMMUNITY SCREENING
MONDAY 26 MARCH 6.30PM
GREATER UNION CINEMA
BURWOOD WESTFIELD
Booking required.  
Contact Margaret Brennan
tel: 97198773 or email: brennan@pip.com.au
Free cinema parking, public transport to Burwood. 
Doors open at 6.00pm for 6.30pm start.

AnTar inner West acknowledges the support of Burwood rSL through the 
Community development Support expenditure Program for this film screening.
ANTaR Inner West, PO Box 492, Enfield, 2136 
Email: Margaret Brennan at brennan@pip.com.au

Fresh out of prison, beautiful but complex Karen 
finds herself on the streets, with a burning desire 
to turn her life around but no one to call for help. 
Eventually she finds a haven at a shelter for 
Aboriginal women like herself. With the support of 
her new community of friends, Karen begins the 
painful journey of reconnec!ng with her estranged 
mother and her young daughter, and she is soon 
propelled to face the most difficult truths of her life.

African music and dance   Photo: Supplied

Image: Sally Gabori, ‘Dibirdibi Country’ (2009)
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Fog over the grass
trains passing by
heads nodding
motion and stillness.
– Heather Robinson

Cityscape surrounds
Falun Dafa, silent, still,
halting commerce crush. 
– Heather Robinson
 
Clear, pure, song of joy.
Warbling magpie calling from
throne of purple bloom.
– Heather Robinson

She finds no comfort.
Sons killing sons: yours, ours.
Weep and weep some more.
– Heather Robinson

"The Singer"
Stunning are her looks
but no-one is listening.
Praise leaves her empty. 
– Heather Robinson

Poetry

WORDPLAY»»»
CReATive»WRiTing»gROuP»

Woolpack Hotel Redfern, 
229 Chalmers Street, Redfern

6-8pm Wed, March 7 & 21. 
Phone Andrew on 8399 3410

All welcome

COngRATuLATiOns»TO»JemimA»RAWCLiFFe»
(5»YeARs)»FOR»This»Fine»COLOuRing-in.»
TheRe»WiLL»Be»A»neW»gunYADYu»ADvenTuRe»nexT»mOnTh.

For translation visit www.dharug.dalang.com.au

South Sydney Crossword
Across
1.  Mississippi blues man (2,7)
6.  King's residence (9)
7.  Cash in Okinawa (3)
9.  Zip (3)
11.  Computer key (3)
12.  URL term (3)
14.  Complete collection (3)
16.  *Accomplice grabs   
  piece of jewellery (9)
17.  Daily vendor (9)

Down
1.  *Humphrey gets one over (5)
2.  Sap (5)
3.  Tough choice between   
 the devil and this? (4,4,3)
4.  * Listen: ends take  
   listener, get it? (5)
5.  Mountainous singing style (5)
8.  Green prefix? (3)
10.  *Frozen assets? (3)
13.  Colourful American bird (5)
14.  *Horseplay on the beach (5)
15.  *Sultry starlet held rendezvous (5)

C
R

O
SS

W
O

R
D

  
BY

  D
.W

.

laSt month'S Solution

First correct entry receives a prize.  
Send to:  South Sydney Crossword  
PO Box 3288, Redfern NSW 2016
* Denotes cryptic clue

michael Page

There seems to be a resurgence 
of interest right now in the 
pioneering days of film. Recently 
released films such as The Artist 
and Martin Scorsese’s Hugo both 
pay an affectionate homage to the 
brilliance of the early filmmakers. 
In one of the memorable scenes 
in Hugo, an excited and then 
suddenly terrified cinema crowd 
run from their seats as a film of a 
train coming towards them and 
into a station appears on screen. 

Historically, the train and movies 
have been intrinsically linked. The 
train scene shown in Hugo was filmed 
by the Lumiere brothers in 1895. 
London to Brighton in Four Minutes, 
a film made by the BBC Film Unit 
of a fast-motion railway trip, was a 
favourite of viewers during the 1950s.

With this re-emerging interest 
and long-term connection between 
film and trains it seemed somewhat 
timely that the first annual Railway 
Film Festival was held during last 

month’s Open Day at Australian 
Technology Park (ATP).

The Eveleigh Railway Film Society 
was established by local residents and 
former Eveleigh railway workers in 
order to preserve the history of the 
Eveleigh Railway Yards and the many 
notable film archives celebrating 
and documenting the history of 
trains and railways. Brian Dunnett, 
a former Eveleigh worker, was asked 
to take on the role of Secretary after 
giving a paper on railway culture and 
arts at the International Heritage 
Conference in Brisbane in 2009. 

At this year’s event an interesting 
array of railway films from a number 
of eras were shown. Among the many 
films was Stunt Love, a documentary 
about JP McGowan, a former 
Eveleigh Railway Yard worker whose 
adventures in the USA ultimately 
resulted in him becoming a famous 
Hollywood silent film director. He was 
renowned for use of thrilling stunts, 
many set around trains and railways 
and often depicting that classic – the 
damsel in distress tied to railway 
lines with trains fast approaching.

Festival of fast-motion pictures

The film festival also presented 
original footage of the yards and 
documentaries as well as classic feature 
films such as The Railway Children. 
A highlight for Brian is a film he 
sourced on the Bombay railways: 
“That one took some tracking down. 
You see the impact that railways 
had on Bombay and the life of the 
people of Bombay. It’s amazing.”

Other films make commentary 

on the social effects of railways and 
stations. “One of the nice little films 
we showed was an award-winning 
film made in the Devonshire 
Street tunnel about a busker and 
the security police there and the 
relationship they formed,” says Brian.

Gathering the many films on 
railways in Australia has not been 
without its challenges. There is no 
central archive or catalogue of railway 

films in Australia. Brian sees the 
annual event at ATP as a significant 
way in which the many historical, 
features and social films about railways 
can be brought together. In this 
inaugural festival Brian can be proud 
of the steps he and the society have 
made to preserve and recognise the 
importance of the connection over 100 
years or more between films, railways 
and the Eveleigh Railway Yards.

The Railway Children   Photo: Supplied
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Uniting Churches

south sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday

Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410

Welcoming people of all ages,

cultural backgrounds,  

sexual orientations and identities.  

Peace with justice, integrity 

of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns Rd  

& Colbourne Ave Glebe

Worship Sun 6 for 6.15pm

‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate  

candlelit concerts Thu 8pm

Huw Luscombe 9518 9413

leichhardt University Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt  

(near Norton St)

Worship 6.30pm Sunday

Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

newtown mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday

Rev Ps Doug Clements 

9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St Paddington

Church Open 10am-2pm

1st and 3rd Saturdays

Worship Sunday 7.30pm

Office 9331 2646

Pitt street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10 am Sunday

& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am,  

Bible Study 5pm Sunday

Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

SSH advertising works: 
"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community.  

Interest has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." wayne Lindeman, Food Distribution Network, waterloo

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway  
NSW 2007

T: 02 9379 0700  
F: 02 9379 0701

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction 
NSW 2022 

T: 02 9369 5221 
F: 02 9369 5225

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Jamie Parker MP 
State Member for Balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina Keneally MP 
State Member for Heffron

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166  
F: 02 9699 8222

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Clover Moore MP 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington  
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053  
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Carmel Tebbutt MP 
State Member for Marrickville

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville  
NSW 2204

T: 02 9558 9000  
F: 02 9558 3653

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Waterloo  
Recycling  
Workshop

Workshop and market open fridays 
9am-12pm.

turungah flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo  
(lower car park).

Affordable furniture and 
household goods.

donations gladly received (no white 
goods  

or electrical apps).

Volunteers welcome  
(phone naomi on 0407 576 098)

free 
shuttle bus services
FREE shuttle bus services now run from Redfern to Broadway 
shops via the RPA Hospital; and from Woolloomooloo to Redfern 
via Paddy’s Market and St Vincent’s.

These FREE buses are available to all City Of Sydney residents 
and operate:
Thursday and Friday of each week.
For more information and timetables please
call 9319 4439 or visit www.ssct.org.au

BABANA 
Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday, March 30 
12-2pm,NCIE, Redfern 
Contact: Mark Spinks 9243 3546

BABANA

Redfern

ALL WELCOME!
South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)

SATURDAY ART CLASS
12-4pm Sat.  Mar.  10 & 24   

All materials provided
Gold coin donation
Phone 8399 3410

Drawing by Jan Short

REDWatch 
Meetings first thursday  

of the month at the factory 

Community Centre.  

Phone geoffrey turnbull  

(02) 8004 1490.  

Email mail@redwatch.org.au

VoLUNTEERS’ NEWS
PAT CLARKE

Still falls the rain … but we are so much more fortunate than 
our northern and western neighbours.

Welcome to our newest volunteers, Jennifer J, Tony H, Rosie 
W, Jennifer L and Rosie and James, and farewell with sincere 
thanks to Christine M, Jackie D and Emily G.

Rev. Andrew is in training for the Canberra Marathon on 
April 15 and is raising funds for the Aboriginal Housing 
Co’s Pemulwy Project on The Block. Fundraising page to be 
advised. You are warned. Any amount will spur him on to do 
his best for our community.

Happy Mardi Gras to our GLBTI friends and loved ones. 
Create a glittering splash as always, make a statement and 
give us joy.

Don’t forget the Living in Harmony Festival Concert on 
March 21 to celebrate Harmony Day. Centennial Hall, 
Sydney Town Hall. Tickets are free – from 12.30-3.30pm. 
Harmony Day was started to celebrate our diverse 
communities and to foster tolerance and understanding. 

Thought for the Month – Keep Calm and Google It!! And oh, 
if you can’t do that, Libraries are wonderful.

Until next time, 
Pat Clarke (Distribution Co-ordinator) 
patriciaaclarke@optusnet.com.au

SeNIORS’ week SeRvICe
wILLS DAY IN SURRY HILLS

Tuesday March 20
Surry Hills Library, 

405 Crown Street Surry Hills
Bookings are essential. 

To make an appointment or for further information call 
1300 364 103 or visit www.makeyourwill.com.au

ONe IN SIx AUSTRALIANS HAS A HeARINg LOSS
Better Hearing Australia helps people with hearing impairment improve their 

quality of life. Local classes in hearing loss management, including speech/lip 

reading, are held in the City of Sydney and Bondi Junction. Contact Better Hearing 

Australia Sydney Branch: betterhearingsydney.org.au   

Phone 9744 0167, TTY 9744 0124, Fax 9744 7492.
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Perry Johnstone

As the last cries of “Howzat?” 
echo into the distance, we turn our 
attention to winter sports, which can 
mean only one thing – another season 
of rugby league with the Alexandria 
Rovers JRLFC!

The club is entering its 64th season 
of providing rugby league to the inner-
city community of Sydney. Season 2011 
saw three additional teams join the 
Rovers family as the ever-increasing 
population of the district brings 
enthusiasm for the greatest game of all.

Training is to commence March 7 
(the first Wednesday of March) at the 
historic Erskineville Oval, from 4.30pm 
for kids, and 5.30pm for the senior 
teams. The club is seeking to field a 
team in every age group from under-5s 
all the way through to the open-aged 
A-grade team. So come along and get 
involved!

As always, everything is for free 
at the Rovers – from registration fees 
to playing gear (jumpers, shorts and 
socks) and insurance. What more 
could be better then bringing a pair of 
boots to training and having some fun, 
meeting friends old and new, joining in 

with your fellow local residents, plus 
getting fitter, all for free?

For the past 63 years the Rovers 
have been the most successful club 
in the inner city, having won over 
70 premierships and producing over 
70 players who have gone on to 
play first grade football, including 
six Australian representatives and a 
Wallaby international.

Current NRL first grade players from 
the Rovers include: Nathan Merritt, 
Trent Merrin, Yileen “Buddy” Gordon, 
Reece Robinson, Kane Morgan, Adam 
Reynolds, Travis Robinson, Domonic 
Walsh and a host of younger boys 
running around in the National Youth 
Under 20 competition.

The Rovers welcome all past players 
back to season 2012 and would like 
to welcome all new players and 
supporters into the Alexandria 
Rovers family.

Come along and join the family 
club who are known as the pride of 
the inner city. The mighty Alexandria 
Rovers, a proud past and an even 
greater future! S

For further information please 

check out the club’s official website 

www.alexandriarovers.com.au

Michael Page

It is now 10 years since South 
Sydney’s readmission to the NRL 
competition. There have been so many 
false dawns in that time that it is hard, 
if not a little dangerous, for supporters 
to be optimistic about the team’s 
prospects in 2012. New coach Michael 
Maguire presents as yet another reason 
for supporters to get their hopes up but 
the mood is somewhat reserved with 
critics and supporters joining together 
in a resounding chorus of “let’s wait 
and see”.

Despite being new to NRL first-
grade head-coaching ranks, Maguire 
appears to be focussed, disciplined and 
straightforward in his approach. He has 
put the team through a very rigorous 
off season and his focus on fitness and 
discipline has been noted in comparison 
to his predecessor Lang.

Souths’ trial form (3 losses from 
3 games) has not been particularly 
remarkable, which has thankfully 
kept them out of the off-season media 
spotlight, for a change.

Much has been written about 
debutante half Adam Reynolds. Maguire 
has done well to shelter him from media 
attention and many who have watched 
the young Waterloo boy rise through 
junior ranks will know that he has a 
sensible head on his shoulders. While 
he doesn’t have the crowd pleasing 
flashiness of Sandow, he knows how to 
direct a team around the paddock and 
takes good sixth-tackle options. Maguire 
has realised that the less said about 
Reynolds the better, and the reality is that 
only time will tell how he handles the 

pressure and a comeback form a serious 
leg injury.

His partner at number six, the 
enigmatic and frustrating Sutton, 
deserves to be under a lot more pressure 
than Reynolds. 27 years old, he is still 
talked about as a talented youngster 
with potential, rather than a mature first 
grader with over 150 games under his 
belt. Undoubtedly the most gifted ball 
player in the club, it has been frustrating 
to many that he has never fulfilled his 
promise, a potential which should have 
resulted in a spate of Origin appearances 
rather than the occasional man-of-the-
match awards. A big year for Sutton 
should be a big year for Souths.

Sam Burgess was sorely missed last 
year. The only headlines he made seemed 
to be in the social pages. Despite being 
a regular on the celebrity invitation 
list, Burgess is a genuine footballer. His 
dominant performance in the Charity 
Shield reminded everyone of the impact 
he can have on a game. If he can 
eliminate his impulse to force the pass 

at the wrong time he could well establish 
himself as the best forward in the game.

Five captains?! Many thought the 
performance of Mick Crocker as he 
guided a bunch of young guns to gutsy 
performances in the second half of last 
season made him the obvious choice 
to take over from the quietly spoken 
Asotasi. Maguire’s decision to appoint 
five captains left many scratching their 
heads. Apart from it being a possible 
indication that the new coach might be 
a little indecisive, the appointment of 
Matt “Sideshow Bob” King as one of the 
captains while highly paid superstar and 
former Melbourne teammate Inglis was 
overlooked is hard to understand. 

The injuries to Inglis, Geddes and 
Luke Burgess have many worried that 
the injury curse of 2011 is not over. The 
loss of the two props is of great concern 
as Souths appear even thinner in the 
“tireless worker/stalwart” category this 
year with the retirement of Luke Stuart 
and departure of Ben Ross. 

On the plus side are the rising stars. 
Nathan Peats and Jason Clark appear to 
have what it takes to make quality first 
graders. McQueen, whether a winger, 
centre or second row has displayed 
strength, determination and the ability 
to defend and attack. An astute signing 
from Queensland who has worked hard 
to overcome early injuries, he looks like 
he will continue to improve in 2012. 

And James Roberts – anyone who 
has watched this youngster mesmerise 
defences at Junior Rep level at 
Erskineville Oval will know just how 
exciting and brilliant he can be. Full 
of talent and speed, the only question 
is whether he has the resilience and 
maturity to establish himself at the top 

Tai Chi practitioners in Redfern Park   Photo:  Andrew Collis

Andrew Collis   Photo:  Marathon Photos

Photo:  Supplied

Free kicks with 
Alex Rovers

Not just a jog  
around The Block
– Running for Pemulwuy

Hit the ground hopping

Gentle exercise 
for body and mind
liesa clague

REDFERN: Every Wednesday for just 
over a year there has been a free Tai 
Chi class behind the café in Redfern 
Park. The class is offered by SHARE 
Learn for Life in partnership with 
the City of Sydney and NSW Health.

Instructor Ritsuko Kurumado 
explains that it is a misconception 
to think of Tai Chi as one particular 
style. In fact several styles of Tai 
Chi are common – Chen style (the 
oldest style), Yang style (the most 
widely known and practiced) and 
the Sun style that Ritsuko teaches 

(the youngest of the major styles). 
It is wonderful to see the faces 

of participants glowing with health 
from this gentle exercise. 

All the participants in the 11am-12pm 
class have noticed a decrease in visits 
to their doctor and use of some of their 
medications due to reduced pain with 
their arthritis, some form of which 
most of the Redfern Park group have. 
They have also noticed improvements 
in balance, memory and self-esteem 
– and all thought they were happier.

Ritsuko says that it is a gentle, 
slow-moving form of exercise so it’s 
great for anyone. It promotes relaxation 
in both mental and physical ways. It 

improves muscle strength, flexibility 
and overall fitness, and the 73 steps 
are simple and easy to learn. 

Ritsuko finds Tai Chi “a great 
experience” – she loves the culture, 
the intricacy of the different forms of 
the art and the positive environment it 
creates. “Being able to teach Tai Chi to 
others is a gift and I enjoy my classes 
with the participants immensely, they 
are so keen to learn the great exercise 
that Tai Chi is.” S

For more information, including additional 

venues, contact the City of Sydney on 

9265 9489, or SHARE Learn For Life on 

9533 4422 or visit www.share.org.au

grade. If so, a long stint, most likely in 
the fullback position, beckons.

Much has been said about big Dave 
Taylor and Souths’ potent left-side attack. 
To be fair, the combination didn’t always 
work that well in 2011 with Inglis too 
often cut out of the play by the big 
fellow from Queensland. Although 
Inglis was absent for the Charity Shield, 
coach Maguire showed that he might 
be about to add more dimension to the 
backline plays than we have seen in 

previous years. 
Pettybourne and Tyrell both had 

disappointing years in 2011 and their 
lack of size and versatility was exposed. 
It remains to be seen if these two triers 
will improve enough in 2012 to play a lot 
of first grade.

So where does that leave Souths in 
2012? Hopefully, flying under the radar 
for most of the season with a bold SSH 
prediction – Souths to finish in the 
top six! S

ssh

Ravens roadrunner Andrew 
Collis will take part in the Canberra 
Marathon on April 15 on behalf of 
the Aboriginal Housing Company’s 
Pemulwuy project. Construction on 

the new residential and community 
facility is set to begin in coming 
months. Your support of this vital 
project is greatly appreciated.

Donations gladly received:  

www.southsydneyuniting.org.au
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