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Stories of
survival
LIBBY HOGAN

Child abuse is no longer a taboo
topic and there is a lot of compassion
for victims yet society struggles to
acknowledge that adults continue to
suffer the effects of childhood abuse.
The response from some is to tell
adults to “get over it”. The issue is
seen as too confronting, too difficult.

Mick Mundine and Tanya Plibersek Photo: Geoff Turnbull

Pemulwuy housing made more affordable
SSH

move from the larger housing into the
apartments when their families grow up
and leave home rather than have to move
away from the area.
Ms Plibersek said, “I am very pleased
to welcome this investment in the
Pemulwuy Project through the Labor
Government’s NRAS.”
Mr Mundine and Greg Colbran from
Dei Corp, the AHC’s project manager,
described the changes that have been
made to the project in response to the
Director General’s Requirements for
its application to the Department of
Planning for Concept Plan approval.
The size of the building on the
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REDFERN: On October 20 Tanya
Plibersek, Federal Member for
Sydney, met with Mick Mundine
at the office of the Aboriginal
Housing Company (AHC) following
its successful application under
the Gillard Government’s National
Rental Affordability Scheme (NRAS).
The scheme funds affordable rental
housing, reducing rental costs for low
and moderate income households and
encouraging investment and innovative
affordable housing.

All 62 housing properties in the
Pemulwuy Project will be able to be
rented at below market rates with
the top-up funding from the Federal
Government ensuring the long-term
viability of affordable housing for
Aboriginal people on The Block.
The Pemulwuy Project housing for
Aboriginal tenants will consist mainly
of two-storey townhouses, each with its
own private front and back courtyards.
There will also be some apartments at
the top of The Block built above the new
two-level Mundine Gym for professional
and aspiring boxers. The different types
of housing will allow older people to
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An Australian Technology Park Community Initiative

corner of Eveleigh and Lawson Streets
where the AHC’s new office and some
street-level retail shops will be located
has been scaled back to allow people
leaving Redfern station a line of sight to
the Redfern Community Centre through
a plaza with eight or nine cultural
interpretation points and panels to
preserve the heritage of the area. An
engraved pole on which the Aboriginal
flag will proudly fly will be located
outside a gallery space that will have a
glass wall incorporating the image of the
iconic painted wall on the side of the old
gym that has dominated The Block since
about 2005.
Continued on page 2

One organsation that is drawing
attention to survivors and giving
them a voice is Adults Surviving
Child Abuse (ASCA). November
19 is Forget-me-knot Day on
which survivors and community
members come together in support
of more than two million Australian
adults surviving child abuse.
ASCA Chairperson, Dr Cathy
Kezelman, said: “It’s important
for survivors to feel that their
experiences are heard and validated
by those in their communitites.”
Child abuse affects brain
growth, structure and functioning.
This complex struggle
continues into adulthood.
Dr Keselman said: “Those feelings
do continue into adulthood if they are
not spoken about and acknowledged.
Some of the most vulnerable people
in our community are people who
were victims as a child, and, sadly,
often society has re-victimised
them instead of wanting to support
them and understand them.”
Supporter of the event, MP Kristina
Keneally, believes that recognising
this issue as a nation gives stability
for survivors to talk about it. She
said: “Right across Australia there
are families [and] individual people
who are living in the memories,
the scars, the sadness and tragedy
that is childhood sexual abuse.
As a community, as a nation it is
a hard, difficult topic to discuss
but it is one we must discuss.”
Continued on page 2
On Saturday
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Pemulwuy housing made
more affordable
A 60-place childcare
centre will be located around the corner
in Caroline Street with its playground
distancing it from existing terraces in the
street. The AHC will lease the premises to
an independent child-care provider. The
housing to accommodate 105 students,
to be built along the railway side of
Eveleigh Street, will be operated by the
AHC. Both these facilities will be available
to Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people,
as Mick says it is important for the future
that the next generation meet and grow
Continued from page 1
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November 12, as
a lead-in to Forget-me-knot Day the
following Saturday, an event will be
held at Redfern Park and official guests
and representatives from community
organisations will begin to untangle
a blue-ribbon tied around a tree in
the middle of the park. The event
will commence at 11am, with Lord
Mayor Clover Moore MP officiating.
Many groups including the St
Vincent de Paul Society (Sydney),
the Wayside Chapel, and the Lions
Club will take part in the event,
which has been organised by the
South Sydney Uniting Church.
Forgotten Australians is another
alliance raising awareness for adult
survivors of the institutional “care”
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system. Forgotten Australian advocate,
Pamella Vernon, will be attending
the Redfern Park event and reading
a poem written by her sister which
depicts life as a forgotten Australian
growing up as an institutionalised
child. She said: “Part of the healing
process is first of all to be believed and
recognised and for our stories to get
out there.” [See Opinion page 10.]
Forget-me-knot event in Redfern
Park: Saturday November 12, 11am.
Forget-me-knot prayer service at South
Sydney Uniting Church, Raglan Street
Waterloo: Sunday November 13, 10am.
Forget-me-knot Day Launch at Hyde
Park Barracks, Macquarie Street
Sydney: Saturday November 19, 10am.

Who’s that with Trevor?
SSH

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Kate Williamson

up together.
Mr Colbran explained that some of
these changes have been to ensure the
ongoing sustainability of the project.
“The balance is now right, with income
to support ongoing maintenance and
other costs.”
At the meeting Mr Mundine pointed
to writing on a white board in the room
and said: “See that – 10.30am October 13.
That was the time I opened the [approval]
letter. When I read it I was so thankful
that I was crying like a baby.”

Stories of survival
Continued from page 1
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GoGet Car Share has unveiled its
own memorial to Trevor Davies in
the form of the “Trevmobile” parked
in Codrington Street near the Sydney
Uni Aquatic Centre.
The van livery includes a photo of
Trevor with a voice bubble saying: “This
van only turns left!” with two text panels:
“Trevor Davies (1956-2011) Was the
founder and editor of the South Sydney
Herald, and a local Redfern/Darlington
scribe and political activist. Son of a
Welsh coal miner, Trev wagged school
at age 9 to watch his first election on
TV and remained glued to politics ever

since. Those who knew him admired
his commitment to social justice and his
integrity in remaining true to his ideals
and values.”
“About the Trevmobile – Trev’s
great for delivering stuff like papers,
your mate’s couch or simply any
neighbourhood thing that needs shifting
(he’s been known to change a few
opinions in his time). He’s larger than
life (tray capacity 6 m3), full of stories
and knows everyone. Next time you see
him on the street, just ask, ‘Who’s that
with Trevor?’”
Council is discussing an upgrade
around Darlington shops so hopefully the
Trevor Seat proposed in the September
SSH is not far off!
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Rick Williams is a Big Issue vendor in Abercrombie Street, Darlington Photo: Andrew Collis

New digs for
The Big Issue
REECE MErEdITh

REDFERN: The NSW office of The
Big Issue will be moving into new
premises in Little Eveleigh Street,
Redfern, on November 7.
The Big Issue is an independent
current affairs and entertainment
magazine sold in towns and cities
throughout Australia by people
experiencing homelessness and/or
long-term unemployment. It provides
an opportunity for vendors to positively
change their lives by earning an income
and interacting with the mainstream
community.
Susan Leith-Miller, NSW State
Operations Manager of The Big Issue,
said that “the new space will enable
us to do what we already do now, but
better”. The new premises will be the
home for the following programs: The
Big Issue magazine; Community Street

Soccer; The Women’s Subscription
Enterprise and The Big Issue Classroom.
The move will provide the above
programs with the opportunity to grow
and develop to their full potential.
The magazine has been attracting
positive publicity of late, with ABC
702 presenter James Valentine a vocal
supporter. Valentine, a long-time reader
of the “high-quality publication”
recently experienced for himself what
it’s like to be a salesperson on the street.
“I found it a real challenge to engage
people,” he said. “I can understand
how important it is for vendors to
work consistently and attract regular
customers.”
Ms Leith-Miller says: “The Big Issue
is keen to develop strong relationships
with the local community, especially
with our neighbours in Little Eveleigh
Street.” She went on to say, “When you
see the removalist’s trucks leave come
and say hello”.

Send us your story ideas
The SSH welcomes story ideas and community notices.

REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS
“We gratefully acknowledge the many
volunteer contributors and distributors
who make this publication possible.”
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Sex “unspecified”
SSH

Last month we reported that Redfern
resident and SSH cartoonist, Norrie,
had been issued an Australian passport
marked “X” for sex “not specified”.
This month Norrie shares something
of the historic occasion.
You mentioned at the Immigration
Office that laws with respect
to gender specifications for
passports have been in place for
many years, in various countries.
As far as I am aware the International
Civil Aviation Organization has allowed
passport sex to be M (male) F (female)
or X (unspecified) since 1955.
When were you notified of
the availability of your new
passport? By whom?
There was a phone call from a DFAT
[Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade] officer in Canberra at 5pm the
night before it was issued to me [on
September 30].

What were your thoughts and/
or feelings at the time of
receiving the new passport?
Very excited, but apprehensive
it would not be granted, after the
faff-up I had with another government
department, the Registry of Births
Deaths and Marriages, which issued
me with documents stating my sex as
unspecified, then reneged on this. I
think having a film crew from National
Geographic helped carry the momentum.
What are the wider implications
of this development?
It will put increased pressure on state
governments to allow registration of nonbinary sex for people for whom that is
more appropriate than an M or F label,
reduce the pressure to perform so-called
corrective surgeries on children born
with intersex conditions, and maybe, by
allowing people to choose to not have a
binary sex as part of their legal identity,
help break down the old barriers of sexbased discrimination.
Do you have any travel plans?
Yes, take a towel!

Please email news@ssh.com.au or phone Lyn on 0400 008 338


JOSEPH MEDCALF

FUNERAL SERVICES
 Family owned & operated 
 100% Australian & fully independent 
 Pre-Paid & Pre-Arrange Funeral Plans 
Joseph Medcalf has been serving Sydney since 1880
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We offer personal attention 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, and cover all Sydney suburbs.
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9698 2644
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THE YOUtH OF tODAY

Her Excellency’s adventure
Governor Marie Bashir with Darlington students Photo: Ryan McDonnell

MIChElE GOOdmAN

DARLINGTON: On Monday September
19, The Settlement Neighbourhood
Centre in Darlington was lucky to
have a visit from the Governor of
NSW, Her Excellency Marie Bashir.
This was a very special occasion
for us at The Settlement, as her
Excellency has connections with The
Settlement spanning back more than
60 years.
Students from Darlington Primary

School senior choir sang during
the visit. Governor Bashir addressed
the children telling them that, when
she was a young girl from the country
visiting her grandparents’ house, her
grandfather would point out Sydney
University and The Settlement from
their house on the hill in Redfern. He
would tell her that when she grew up
she would go to the university and
would help the children who attended
The Settlement.
When she did come to study at the
university she lived at the Women’s

College. It was a group of students from
the Women’s College who established
The Settlement over 100 years ago.
In her story of the grand old days of
debutante balls at Sydney University
Great Hall, which raised funds for The
Settlement, she joked with the children
that debutante balls were supposed to
be the very first time you were allowed
to go to a party. She inspired them to
try to achieve their very best by saying
that, at the ball, she was presented to
the NSW Governor of the time, Sir
John Northcott, and that now she had

grown up and become the Governor
herself.
This was a huge day for The
Settlement as it was also the last
day that staff were in their hall at 17
Edward Street in Darlington before
moving out to allow the completion
of renovations. They have since
moved their office into a flat in the
street and the young people and
children continue to drop into their
service which is currently relocated
to Erskineville Town Hall until the
renovations are completed in about

four months’ time.
If you would like more information about
The Settlement and its activities please
call 9698 3087. Michele Goodman
is Manager of The Settlement.

YOUtH OF tOday, a rEgULar articLE
On LOcaL yOUtH and rELatEd issUEs,
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NILS® NSW
As many will be aware the University of Sydney is
planning a new building for our Business School in the
Abercrombie Precinct.
We have listened carefully to community concerns,
particularly on matters of height and scale and the need
for open and accessible public space. Following a period of public exhibition
and consultations with a number of groups we have been reconsidering the
overall concept.
A revised project brief is currently being developed by our team from Campus
Infrastructure Services and the Business School which will take into account recent

No Interest Loans
Scheme
NILS® is a community managed small loan program developed by the
Good Shepherd Youth & Family Service designed to assist low income
people, i.e., receiving income support from Centrelink. Loans for approx.
$1,000 are for new essential household items, medical goods and other
worthwhile purposes.

changes in the Faculty’s requirements. After the design is further refined, we plan
to have further consultation with all interested parties both within and beyond
the university.

Phone 1800 509 994 – 9:30am to 4:30pm Monday to Friday (except
public holidays) for information/eligibility/schemes in your local area.

Only after that period of consultation, a revised part 3A application will be submitted
to the NSW Department of Planning early next year. We are keen to ensure that we
produce the best possible outcome for the users of the building and our neighbours.
We expect construction to commence towards the end of 2012. This allows sufficient
time for the final design to be properly refined to ensure the surrounding community
and the University will be satisfied. It is our plan to have the building completed and
operating in time for the beginning of the 2015 academic year.
Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor
COMMuNITY cONTacT DETaILs
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523 Email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

NILS® is not for emergency relief, bond or rent, living expenses or debt
repayment. For help with credit & debt difficulties, please call the Credit
& Debt Hotline: Freecall 1800 808 488

www.nilsnsw.org.au
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Tanya Plibersek MP
Member for Sydney

Tanya
Two
stepsPlibersek
forward, MP
forfor
Sydney
oneMember
step back
Two steps
forward, one
public
tenants

step back for public tenants
Barbara Shaw Photo: Sinem Saban

Human rights advocacy,
not Intervention
REECE MErEdITh

REDFERN: The Redfern Community
Centre recently hosted a screening
of Our Generation. The film was
introduced by Dr Jeff McMullen,
Honorary CEO of the Ian Thorpe
Foundation for Youth, who spoke
passionately to the gathered 50-odd
people supporting the growing calls for
protest against the Northern Territory
Intervention.
The film, which puts forward the
experiences of people living under the
Commonwealth Government’s Northern
Territory Intervention, combines
with the recent publication of Walk
With Us [see review on page 12]. It
provides individuals and communities
with important updates on current
thinking regarding the Intervention,
helping articulate and disseminate
the views of Aboriginal Elders who
gathered and signed a memorandum
in February formally protesting against
the Intervention measures and includes
concerns expressed by Navi Pillay,
United Nations Commissioner for
Human Rights, who met with Aboriginal
Elders in Darwin earlier this year.
Aboriginal Elders are calling on the

“people of Australia to walk with them”
as they “seek the return of their basic
human rights in their quest for justice.
Respect for the human rights and selfdetermination of homeland Aboriginal
communities based in the NT, are at
the heart of gathering protests and

Aboriginal
Elders are
calling on the
“people of
Australia to
walk with them”
responses. The call is to retain over
500 homeland communities, of which
only 20 townships have been given
priority by the federal government
for establishment and development
of businesses and community health
service hubs.

B a r b a ra S h aw, h u m a n r i g h t s
advocate and founding member of the
Intervention Rollback Action Group,
spoke passionately about the devastating
effects that the Intervention is imposing
upon her own children and homeland
communities, causing her to travel across
Australia and internationally to bring
these issues to light.
A national referendum agreement,
reached between the parties forming the
2010 Gillard Labor Government, is legally
required to occur before 2013, calling for
changes to the Australian Constitution
formally recognising our first peoples
and including concepts of “custodianship
and communal value” [see story page 5].
Michael Kirby, now retired Chief
Justice, has added his voice to these
calls, stating: “Custodianship tells us that
every one of us has an individual, and
collective responsibility, to contribute to
the well-being of community and family,
and that this sense of communal value
gives us a longer view, a concern for
what we may leave our children and
what’s to come.”
For more information check out the
Amnesty International campaign:
NO PLACE LIKE HOMELANDS
www.amnesty.org/homelands

Investing in children’s education
MAlCOlm WEIhAO LUO

REDFERN: The NSW government
delivered a $5,000 educational funding
boost to Poet’s Corner Preschool, as
part of targeted investment in the
preschool education of Aboriginal
children and children from low socioeconomic backgrounds.
Currently the average preschool fee
in NSW is $38.50 in metropolitan areas
and $27.70 per day in rural areas, but
children from Poet’s Corner Preschool
pay less than the standard amount.
“When we look at the fees, most
parents pay $8 to $12, so we largely
rely on fundraising and donations,” the
Coordinator of Poet’s Corner Preschool
Raeleen O’Halloran said. “Most children
couldn’t access other preschools,
because they cannot afford it.”
Poet’s Corner Preschool is committed
to nurturing creativity, and social skills
for children aged between three and five
years. It provides a higher proportion of
staff than many preschools (one staff

member for every eight), which allows
the team to maintain high standard
service. The qualified, experienced and
dedicated staff create a warm, caring
and friendly environment for children.
Poet’s Corner Preschool is licensed for
25 children per day. Ms O’Halloran said:
“Our priority is to get as many children
through preschool as we can, but given
the limited space, and some children
with high needs, it means there are a
number of children on the waiting list.”
Liberal Duty MLC for Heffron, Don
Harwin, presented the cheque to the
preschool on a surprise and welcomed
visit last month.
Ms O’Halloran was delighted to
receive the funding and believes it can
make a difference. “We can actually
purchase equipment with the $5,000,
like upgrading computer programs,
books and other literacy resources;
otherwise, we couldn’t afford it.
“We always look at our wish list,
and we really want to purchase some
musical instruments to prepare our
music program, [because] the language
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A number of local residents have
me recently with
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abouttheir
public
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recently
concerns
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we build comes from music.”
This grant to Poet’s Corner and
other preschools is one part of the
financial support provided by the
NSW government to preschools across
$748.80
LABOR
the State, support of which is due to
GOVERNMENT’S PENSION
increase over
courseREFORM
of this financial
WITHthe
PENSION
REFORMS TAKE EFFECT
year.
Mr Harwin
said
the Minister
WITHOUT
PENSION
REFORM for
Education and Training also announced
a review for early childhood education
and care, which is currently underway.
“The review is being led by Professor
Deborah Brennan of the University
of NSW… Her recommendations will
support all children in NSW having
universal access to a quality early
childhood education in the year before
compulsory schooling.”
The Preschool is managed by the
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children,” he said. 
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Constitution for change
GAI SmITh

REDFERN: “Ten years ago Catherine
Freeman carried the Aboriginal flag
and the Australian flag together on
her triumphant victory lap around the
Olympic Stadium. Her simple gesture
burnt an unforgettable image of pride
and reconciliation into the national
memory. As the Daily Telegraph said
at the time, it ‘captured the essence of
the nation’ …
Despite progress in the understanding
and respect between Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples and other
Australians, the unique contribution of
Indigenous Australians to our national
life is not reflected in the nation’s
founding document, the Australian
Constitution. Today a large number of
Australians from all walks of life are
seeking to change this situation.” These
are some quotes from the introduction
to the discussion paper issued in May by
the Panel on Constitutional Recognition
of Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders.
On Wednesday September 28, three
members of the panel came to Redfern
Community Centre to engage people
here in Australia’s conversation on this
significant issue. The upstairs room
was full, and there were about as many
Aboriginal as non-Aboriginal people
there. Among the latter, many had come
to this particular “consultation” because
they wanted to hear Aboriginal people’s
ideas. And they did! Many local people
spoke up – Millie Ingram, Jenny Munro,
Cec Bowden, Lyle Munro and several
others – and some who came from
further afield like Graeme Mundine.
There was a lot of energy, passion
and hope in that room! There was a
unanimous appeal that the recognition
be in the body of the Constitution, rather

than just a statement in a preamble.
Aboriginal people don’t want any more
“words” that don’t change anything.
They want something “with teeth”
that acknowledges our history and the
injustices of the past. Like the Yolngu
and Bininj leaders in Arnhem Land
in 2008, they expressed the desire for
constitutional protection for traditional
land and cultural rights.
There were calls for a treaty, and
panel members indicated that Section
51, part 26 (known as the “race
power”) could be changed to enable
the parliament to make treaties with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
groups. Everyone wanted Section 25
deleted, because no race of people could
be disqualified from voting.
Millie Ingram said: “We have to
co-exist, get on together. And I think
this is the one chance this nation has –
now – a chance, through a referendum,
to right the wrongs of the past. We can
do that by making proper amendments
to the Constitution.”
Ms Ingram continued: “There is so
much injustice here, and quite rightly
a lot of our spokespeople are going
overseas, exposing this country for its
hypocrisy, its human rights violations.
We have talked to Amnesty International
to ask them to investigate why there
are so many suicides in the Northern
Territory – it’s increased dramatically,
23 people in one community in three
months – now if that happened in any
white community there’d be outcries
all over the nation, but because it’s
Aboriginal, it seems that we are
expendable.
“The only thing the two major
parties collaborate on is the oppression
of Aboriginal people by that Northern
Territory Intervention. They oppose each
other on everything else – on national

Millie Ingram Photo: Gai Smith

security, the boat people, the carbon
tax, on the school building program, on
energy efficiency programs, on all the
climate action proposals ... I would like to
see them collaborate on this referendum,
and I’d like to see my fellow Australians
vote for it, so they can go down in history
as the generation that changed the

Constitution to make a better future for
Aboriginal people. Then we will have the
same euphoria that we had after Cathy
Freeman won the 400 metres in 2000,
and the euphoria we all had as a nation
after the Bridge Walks in 2000. I think we
can do that, but we have to do it together
as Australians.”

Panel members were: Mr Henry Burmester,
Consultant Counsel to the Australian
Government Solicitor, a constitutional
lawyer; Megan Davis, Professor and Director
of the Indigenous Law Centre, Faculty of
Law, UNSW; Glenn Ferguson, President of
the Law Council of Australia and Chair of
its Indigenous Legal Issues Committee.
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Love, peace and open
communication

Previously, on Friday October 21,
Amber was feeling optimistic and proud
of the makeshift community established
in solidarity with protesters around
the globe united against a system that
rewards greed. She said: “This is day
three-and-a-half. I’ve slept the last two
nights. I work over the weekends and
I plan to leave for work from here.
We’re building momentum, we’re
getting a lot, a lot of positive feedback,
a lot of love to share. Everybody
knows a change needs to happen.”
Amber and fellow protester, Morgan,
agreed that the global campaign,
which started in Wall Street, had
achieved in large measure what it
had set out to achieve. It had helped
shift attention to corporate greed and

Tenants set sites
on home
KATE WIllIAmsON

WATERLOO: Persistent public
housing tenants in NSW learn fast
the ins and outs of bureaucracy
when trying to resolve problems in
their living situations. One resident
of Waterloo and public housing
tenant has creatively sought a way
to assist others who would like to
move from their current location.
Jacqui Kennedy established the
Our House Swap website 10 years
ago so that tenants could list their
current house and desired living
arrangements for potential matches.

ANdrEw COllIs

According to a post on the Occupy
Sydney website (Sunday October
23), police acted without warning
to disband the week-long protest in
Martin Place, and approximately
50 protesters were arrested. The
site reported that “many occupants
were injured after attempting to
peacefully link arms and refusing
to move”, and that “some of those
arrested included people from
the local homeless community”.
On ABC Radio, one protester,
Amber Wallace, recounted amiable
conversations with police prior to
what she called “the violence”.
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Morgan and Amber with portable garden in Martin Place Photo: Andrew Collis

unaccountability. Morgan said: “The
campaign was to get people talking
about it, to get equality and justice
back into the public domain. It’s an
issue that needs to be addressed.”
“A lot of people sit around their
kitchen table having their dinner
meetings, their barbecues or whatever,
and talk about it,” Amber said.
“Let’s all talk about it together, in
a public place. We just want love,
peace, and open communication.”
“People in the banks come and
join us too. They sleep in their
suits here and walk into the bank
[in the morning], just to be able
to pay some bills until they can
make that higher change.”

Amber joked that the camp could
not accommodate Queen Elizabeth
as protesters were not allowed power
for refrigeration. “We don’t have
the jam for the scones, we can’t
risk food poisoning the Queen,” she
said, careful to add that “the Queen
is a person too – we love her.”
While the peaceful “occupation” has
been ended for now, one can’t help but
be impressed by the witness to hope
for change. “Seriously, it’s up to us in
Sydney to carry on for people in the
northern hemisphere where it’s coming
into winter now,” Amber said. “We’ve
got the summer sunshine on our
side. Big dreams – allow me to have
big ideas.”

Before the site was established,
tenants took out advertisements
in their local newspaper hoping to
garner interest. Sadly, this has proved
unsuccessful in most cases; and
waiting for Housing NSW to arrange
a transfer can take many years.
Ms Kennedy believes that Housing
NSW relies on a large percentage
of people to get so frustrated with
the process that many will give up
their housing security and move into
the private rental market to obtain
appropriate housing for their family.
Once a match is made there is no
guarantee that a swap will be granted
approval by the housing authorities.
Ms Kennedy recalls a case of
two householders who had found
a suitable match in Tasmania yet
had their move delayed because of
bureaucratic rigidity. One couple
with two children and about to

Sydney Story
Factory has a
home

Marg Barry
Lecture –
with photos

Developers
to fund
Masterplan

RWA
wind up

MIChAEl TEXIlAKE

ROss SmITh

SSH

After months of hard work, Sydney
Story Factory founders Catherine
Keenan and Tim Dick recently took
a lease on 176 Redfern Street, which
will become the centre’s permanent
home.

This year the Inner Sydney
Re g i o n a l C o u n c i l f o r S o c i a l
Development’s annual Marg Barry
Memorial Lecture was held at
Redfern Town Hall in conjunction
with an open evening event where
a series of photos from its archives
was on display.

The full Redfern Waterloo
Masterplan is someway off and will
probably be done with developer
funding according to budget
clarification from HNSW.

The Planning Minister Brad
Hazzard introduced the RedfernWaterloo Authority Repeal Bill 2011 to
the NSW Parliament on October 18.

Sydney Story Factory is a notfor-profit creative writing centre for
children. Volunteers offer help to tell
stories of all kinds. Programs target
disadvantaged children, especially
those from Indigenous and non-English
speaking backgrounds, but are open
to all.
There is growing global awareness
that the ability to think creatively and
flexibly is key to preparing children for
their future. All programs at Sydney
Story Factory are designed to nurture
the creativity innate to every child.
Programs will increase children's
abilities to express their thoughts and
feelings, and give them new ways of
understanding the world.
Inspired by 826 Valencia, a writing
centre for children founded in San
Francisco, at Sydney Story Factory every
child walks away with a published work.
Following a two-hour workshop, children
might take home a bound and illustrated
chapbook. At the end of a longer program,
they may have produced a book, school
newspaper or animated film.
The Sydney Story Factory will
assure kids from even the most
disadvantaged backgrounds that their
ideas matter, opening paths for them
into the future.

People were asked to put names to
the faces in the photos. To highlight the
importance of the history contained in
the photos, Dr Lisa Murray (City of
Sydney Historian) gave an address on
the importance of accurate archives
and their role in the recording of
the history of both an area and its
residents.
The people who came in through
the evening were taken on a trip
down memory lane and reminded
of old acquaintances and the history
of the area. They also met and spoke
with people that they had not seen, in
some cases, for decades. The photos
provided a snapshot of the area and
a reminder of the rich tapestry of its
past and the strength of its community.
Hopefully, the strength of the
current community will help it face
new challenges of and there will be
another “put names to the faces” in
the future.
If you would like to view the photos
contact the Inner Sydney Regional
Council for Social Development:
02 9698 7690 –
admin@innersydneyrcsd.org.au

“A budget for full masterplanning
has not yet been determined. This
is because Housing NSW is likely
to undertake full masterplanning
in association with the private
sector, following a process of private
sector engagement, as the project
targets private and social housing
development to be undertaken in
tandem. Consequently, funding for
full masterplanning may be derived,
at least in part, from the private sector.”
When the private sector gets
involved they look to maximise
their returns and it becomes more
difficult to hold public and private
priorities together. The public housing
priorities can be whittled back by
the developer’s self-interest and
potentially a contribution to Treasury
rather than to improved public housing
stock. The “Preliminary” plan must
comprehensively deal with the public
housing side of the development before
the private sector starts to drive the
project. REDWatch has asked HNSW
to clarify what will be covered in the
“Preliminary” plan. For example are
both the Government and Housing
NSW committed to renovating the
high-rise and mixing public tenants
across all housing types as promised
by the RWA in the BEP2 Q&As?

SSH

T h e B i l l t ra n s f e rs c e r t a i n
functions of the RWA to the SMDA
including the operation of the
ATP. Planning consents below
$10m will be transferred to the
City of Sydney Council. The RWA
website contains information on the
transfer of planning consent powers
and further detailed information
about the changes will be posted
there soon.
From the Minister’s speech,
the SMDA will be responsible
for implementing The Redfern
Waterloo Plan and collecting
developer contributions. The
Repeal Bill removes the “switching
off” of the Heritage Act provisions
in The Redfern Waterloo Act and
preserves the provision that requires
the Aboriginal Housing Company
and other relevant representatives
of the Aboriginal community to be
consulted in relation to the Block.
One requirement of the RWA Act
was a five-year evaluation that was
to be reported to both houses of
Parliament. Inquiries have failed
to turn up such a report. It is
doubtful, given the bipartisan
support of both parties for the
RWA, that there will be any robust
evaluation of the RWA that looks
at whether it delivered what was
promised in areas like improved
human service integration.

have a baby had a two-bedroom
unit. The other tenant who lived
in a three-bedroom house wanted
to downsize into a smaller home
after her children moved out to
find their own accommodation.
Housing refused the exchange
on the basis that the tenant
living alone must relocate to
a one-bedroom – even though
one-bedroom accommodation
is a rare configuration for
public housing. Ultimately, the
Ombudsman had to intervene to
see the exchange go through.
The activity on the site is high.
Ms Kennedy estimates around
17,000 registrations in the 10-year
period since it started, with 500
successful matches every year.
Given the success of the venture,
Ms Kennedy hopes to use this
experience to look for other ways
the community can become active,
instead of being at the mercy of
government policies and procedures.
She has joined others in the area
to form the Groundswell Coalition
(whose website she has designed
and maintains). It is a reaction to
the Built Environment and Master
Planning process launched by the
planning authorities, which has the
potential to impact significantly on
housing in the area. Groundswell is
working hard for greater clarity on
the nature of these impacts.
www.ourhouseswap.com.au
www.groundswellcoalition.org.au

Community
design
workshops in
November
SSH

Housing NSW will now hold two
community design workshops in
November where residents can talk
directly with planners.
HNSW’s just-released “Community
Engagement Action Plan for the
Redfern and Waterloo Preliminary
Masterplan” says “each workshop
will be a hands-on planning process,
in which residents, planners,
stakeholders, landowners and others
will collaborate on ideas for the
preliminary masterplan.”
In trying to get further information
for the SSH readers we were told
arrangements are not finalised. HNSW
is relying on flyers posted to tenants
just before events and is not leafleting
the broader community which will also
be impacted. HNSW has no website
for such information and REDWatch is
posting details on its website as soon
as it finds out about them.
In a recent statement HNSW said:
“The total budget for Redfern Waterloo
preliminary master plan for the
redevelopment of Housing NSW major
sites in Redfern Waterloo is $3.355
million including GST. Approximately
$750,000 of this was spent in 201011, and $2.605 million is expected to
be spent in 2011-12.” Is it too much
to expect that some of that money
could be spent on getting the relevant
information to both public and private
residents in a timely manner?
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YOUNG PEOPLE
& THE LAW

Kristina
Keneally MP

A vision for the future

SSH

Intervening to prevent children
and young people getting caught in
the “Juvenile Justice circle” must
be a priority, a worker from Burnside
says. Opportunities for education and
community connection are critical –
because all children and young people
are “someone” and deserve a chance –
even second, third and more chances.
“[As a Juvenile Justice caseworker]
I learnt that the longer time a young
person spends remanded in custody,
the more chance there is that they’re
going to go again. You see a lot fall
through the cracks because it’s like,
‘Okay, he’s back!’ And then you know,
they’re back and back and back. Without
any support or services working with
them, they’re just forgotten. They’re
just no-one. It’s a sad circle, the Juvenile
Justice circle.
“And custody does change people. I
mean, you hear a lot of people say, ‘Oh,
at least they have a bed and they’ve
got three meals a day and they’ve got
structured programs in place’. And yes,
kids need structure, but that’s not the
sort of structure they need. They need
support and creative solutions.

“I’ll always remember one boy in
particular whose life was going downhill
rapidly. He definitely didn’t fit into the
ordinary school system and he was
heading down the path of long-time
custody. Lack of education is huge
for these kids: they battle through
education. This boy hadn’t been in
school most of his life but luckily there
was an alternative program that was
really flexible. The kids doing it were
picked up for school, given their
breakfast when they got there and got
to do lots of sport as well as studies.
That boy attended the whole way
through. He was so proud of himself,
he was achieving something and his
crimes ceased.
“Many of the families I have worked
with, even though disadvantaged, try
really hard. They want their kids to
achieve much more than they were ever
able to, but often they just don’t have
the resources to do that. Things can
happen that are beyond the control of
the families: they just can’t be there for
the kids” (www.becausechildrenmatter.
org.au).
The introduction in 2007 of
Section 22A of the Bail Act has seen
the number of young people held in a
juvenile justice centre on remand jump

nearly double in five years. About four
in five of these young people won’t end
up getting a control order when they
go to court, meaning they are in jail
unnecessarily.
Ninety per cent of young people in
juvenile justice centres have at least
one psychological disorder and 40 per
cent have been in out-of-home care.
On average they left school under the
age of 15.   
Perhaps most concerning of all is
that about half the young people in
juvenile justice custody are Aboriginal,
despite only making up about four per
cent of the population.
The NSW Government has
committed to a five per cent reduction
in re-offending rates for both juveniles
and adults by 2016. Currently more than
50 per cent of young people reoffend
within two years and more than 70 per
cent reoffend within five years. The
Government is also reviewing the bail
laws with a view to reduce the number
of young people held on remand.
What changes would you like to

MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON

O'FARRELL ITCHING TO
RAISE THE GST
Barry O'Farrell's proposal to lift the GST from 10 percent shows
troubling indifference for families in Heffron who are struggling
with the cost of groceries and utilities.
“Raising the GST is obviously Barry O'Farrell's October surprise
for the people of Heffron.
“Before the election, Barry O'Farrell never said a word about
raising the GST. Now all of a sudden he is demanding the idea
be placed on the table.
“The people of Heffron had no idea raising the GST was the
Premier's political mission in life. Having set the hares running
at the weekend, the Premier needs to explain the new GST rate
he will campaign for every day.

see to the juvenile justice system?
Let’s keep this conversation going.
Write to: editor@ssh.com.au

“If a 10 percent GST isn't enough – does Barry O'Farrell intend
to push for 15 percent? How about 20 percent? Will he fight for
the GST base to be broadened to include fresh food?
“This is the wrong way, Mr O'Farrell – go back. The GST is
meant to be set in stone at 10 percent. Any Premier who truly
cares about cost-of-living pressures shouldn't touch the GST
with a barge pole.
“Raising the rate of the GST would put up the price of
everything people buy at the shops – groceries, shoes, clothing,
a trip to the hairdresser.
“At a time when many families are on the financial edge, raising
the GST rate from 10 percent would be the ultimate budget
buster for families in my electorate.
“Changing the rate and the base of the GST would impose an
additional compliance burden on each small business with the
Heffron electorate.

Students protest the right to study political economy Photo: Ben Rudy

The politics of Uni economics
DArrEN ROdrIGO

DARLINGTON: Since the 1970s students
and academics have battled the
University of Sydney for the right
to study political economy. For over
35 years they have succeeded, with
more than 1,000 students – the
highest number ever – enrolled today.
Now, in the form of departmental
restructure, a new threat has
emerged to the courses’ survival and
political economists have launched a
campaign in its defence.
While most people don’t realise it,
the economics known and understood
currently are actually dominated by one
theory, which has come to represent

economics in its entirety. The free
market, supply and demand and selfinterest are all concepts of neo-classical
economics.
Political economists argue that the
narrow focus on the neo-classical
theory of economics has failed society
in helping to make sense of the world,
and to act in it effectively. It has
exposed the extent to which society is
fraught by self-serving interests as a
result. In the 1970s, staff and students
demanded better; the ensuing fight saw
the emergence of political economy
courses at the University of Sydney.
Today, political economy is once
again under threat by a cost-saving
departmental restructure that may
result in the dissolution of its courses.

Staff, alumni and students are
launching a campaign to show the
University that any moves to eliminate
political economy will be faced with
enthusiastic and determined resistance.
They have made submissions to the
University, written letters to key
decision-makers, and attempted to
raise public awareness through a
poster campaign. In the spirit of former
political economy activists, who once
stormed the Main Quad clock tower,
students staged a boisterous protest
calling on the University to “Save
Political Economy”.
Darren Rodrigo is a former Political
Economy Student and the Convenor of
the Political Economy Alumni Society.

“It's frightening to think that whenever Barry O'Farrell shows
up at COAG from now on – he'll be fighting to persuade the
room to lift the GST to 15 or 20 percent.
“The people of Heffron now know for sure – whenever you put
your hand in your pocket, Barry O'Farrell's hand will be there
with you.”
Kind regards
Kristina Keneally

Kristina Keneally MP
Member for Heffron
Phone: 9699 8166
Email: heffron@alp.com.au
Mail: Shop 117/747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
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Breaking the bonds of slavery
MAlCOlm WEIhAO LUO

TRIpOd CafE
262 ABERCROMBIE ST, DaRLINGTON
PH: 9698 8677 OpEN 7 daYs
MON-FRI 7aM-5pM SaT-SUN 8aM-4pM

PEpSEE
CUT & COLOUR H A IRSA LON

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available
276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008
Mobile: 0403 110 832

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure
Psychology
URBAN NATuRE WELLBEING CENTRE
216 ENMORE RD (CNR EDGEWARE RD)
ENMORE NSW 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

In September, the Federal
Government reinforced its
commitment to fighting human
trafficking with the announcement
of two $350,000 grants. The funding
has been allocated over the 20112014 financial years to anti-human
trafficking organisations, Anti-Slavery
Australia and Scarlet Alliance and
is aimed at supporting their efforts.
Human trafficking affects many
countries in the world and is a form
of modern-day slavery. The spectrum
of exploitation ranges from sexual
servitude to labour trafficking.
Since 2003, the Australian Federal
Police (AFP) human trafficking
teams have undertaken more than
300 investigations and assessments
of such allegations, and identified
181 victims, including 147 women
forced to work as sex slaves.
Yet despite these investigations
a research paper published by the
Australian Centre for the Study
of Sexual Assault indicates that

approximately 90 per cent of trafficked
women still go undetected by
immigration authorities. Author and
anti-trafficking campaigner, Kathleen
Maltzahn, told the ABC’s AM program
that the cases the AFP has uncovered
are only a fraction of the problem.
A spokesperson for Home Affairs
and Justice Minister Brendan O’Connor
told the SSH that the government
provided funding to minimise
exploitation of vulnerable women and
decrease vulnerability to trafficking.
Scarlet Alliance, however, claims
that most sex workers are not
subject to trafficking-like conditions.
“Trafficking is not a characteristic of
the sex industry in Australia and when
a person experiences trafficking-like
conditions it is an exception,” Chief
Executive Officer Janelle Fawkes said.
Scarlet Alliance will use its
funding to enhance the capacity of
sex worker organisations to deliver
services to migrant sex workers
through its Migration Project. It is
working in partnership with Empower
Foundation, a sex worker organisation
in Thailand, to increase awareness

and information available to Thai
sex workers about legal and safe
migration pathways to Australia.
It provides support and information
about avenues of regular migration,
sex worker rights, and the regulation
of the sex industry in Australia.
Anti-Slavery Australia will use
its funding to continue to provide
specialist immigration and legal
advice to trafficked people. Over
the next three years, it will also
concentrate on awareness-raising
and education initiatives focusing
on labour exploitation.
“Slavery and human trafficking are a
fundamental debasement of humanity,”
Tanya Plibersek said. “The Government
is committed to working in partnership
with community organisations to
address the full cycle of these crimes.”
The funding is being provided from
criminal assets confiscated under the
Proceeds of Crime Act.
The SSH will publish a full-length
feature in December.

Redevelopment of
the Wayside Chapel
JONAThAN BOGAIs

KINGS CROSS: “Engage, build and
move – we apply this philosophy in
all our programs.” This statement
by the Reverend Graham Long
at a presentation of the Wayside
Chapel re-development on Tuesday
October 18 tells its story. Mr Long
said: “We don’t do free food.
Our philosophy is to give dignity.
If you’ve got a dollar, you can
decide what to have. There’s a lot
more dignity in that than queuing
to get a pie or whatever is there.”
Engaging is something the Wayside
Chapel has made a reputation of doing
well since the Reverend Ted Noffs
started it in 1964. It has grown to
become a leading community support
organisation whose contribution to
people in need has been recognised
by State and Federal governments, the
corporate sector and many members of
the public. Now the Wayside Chapel is
going through a major re-development
to better service the community.
According to Mr Long, this was
long overdue. “We started with a little
two-storey building right where we’re
standing now. Then, the old man next
door who owned a seven-unit block
died and left it to Ted in his will. So
we expanded. In our history, there’s
never been money around to maintain
buildings and back in those days the
risks we took were incredible.”
From the day he arrived Mr
Long knew there was a building
problem and something had to be
done about it. As the programs
expanded, the constraints with
building maintenance and safety
became even more apparent. Raising
funds to re-develop the entire site
was the only way forward.
The building is now debt free and
the plan is to remain debt free by the
end of the renovations expected to be
completed by early 2012. The Wayside
Chapel received $2 million from the
State Government, $3 million from the
Federal Government and raised another

Wayside’s new rooftop garden Photo: Jonathan Bogais

$3 million from various sources not
involving the public. Mr Long said
that the opp-shop next door – which
is currently raising $300,000 a year
– will be the best in the country.
The workforce consists now of
35 full-time staff with an additional
network of supporters bringing
over 200 volunteer-shifts a week.
Manager for engagement programs,
Dean de Haas, told the SSH that the
new building shows that the Wayside
Chapel cares about the community
by trying to address people’s needs.
He said: “The old building had only
one shower located at the back of
the block, which was a source of
problems for the people wanting to
use it, and a concern for the staff.
Now we have all facilities needed.
We have sunlight bringing energy and
making people feel more positive.”
Other workers agree. Administration
manager, Natalie Smith, said:
“People working here are happy
with the change. Being able to
focus on the services, rather than
on fixing things that would break,
makes working so much better.”
Local business owner Margaret

Butler told the audience: “The best
thing about Wayside is that it brings
a heart and soul to the community.
People who don’t necessarily
understand what Wayside does still
have a good feeling about it.”
Mr Long said: “We want to be a
good neighbour. We want to be a place
that engages with the community
– the wealthy as much as the poor.
We want to tell the poor people: we
wouldn’t be here without the wealthy
people; and tell the wealthy people:
this is your brother, this is your sister,
and we belong to one another.”
The new space is purpose-built.
The rooftop has a garden where
people with long-term mental health
issues learn how to grow their own
herbs and vegies. The third floor is
equipped with a teaching kitchen
where people learn how to cook
– and the food is consumed at the
coffee shop on the ground floor.
When NSW Governor, Professor
Marie Bashir, visited the new building,
she said: “Wayside is the jewel in the
crown of Sydney.” Ms Bashir had said
before that a city ought to be judged by
the way it treats its poorest citizen.
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Freedom of
expression and fair
media coverage
JONAThAN BOGAIs

Freedom of expression was a motto
used by activists and journalists in
the 1960s and ’70s. Military strategists
have known since then that freedom
of expression and media influence
on public opinion fuelled the antiwar movements and contributed to
ending the Vietnam War. Images of
civilian sufferings brought by field
correspondents and photographers had
tremendous psychological impact on
the public leading to the development
of strong movements against the war.

Frame of bees Photo: Doug Purdie (thebeevangelist.com)

Inner-city workers
Beekeeping in an urban environment
MIChAEl TEXIlAKE

Urban beekeeping is a nonpolluting, non-consuming activity
that provides essential pollination
for a third of all plants, including the
ever-increasing number of private
and community food gardens around
Sydney. Many people find beekeeping
a rewarding pastime in and of itself,
and beekeeping in the inner city is
attracting a growing following. Aside
from the opportunity to grow your
own honey, amateur beekeepers
are also often enthusiastic about
the creatures themselves. Bee hives
require no food from their keepers,
produce no effluent and provide
tens of kilos of honey each year, as
well as giving a window into their
microcosmic world.
European honeybees roam up to five
kilometres from their home in search
of nectar, in the process gathering and
transferring pollen between plants,
which is essential to enable most
plants to fertilise and fruit to grow.
Inner-Sydney residents are increasingly
interested in sustainability and
environmental issues, with instances
of community gardens on the rise and
a strong interest in composting, worm
farming, farmers’ markets and the like.
As Doug Purdie of the NSW Amateur
Beekeepers Association says, effective
pollinators are critical to successful
food growing. “I installed a hive in one
area recently where a grower reported
their passionfruit had failed to fruit
for at least four years.” He said, “The
season following installation, they had
a huge crop.”
Without honeybees, agriculture
everywhere would be threatened to

the point of collapse. Alarmingly,
throughout the world, bee populations
have experienced a significant decline
in recent years, particularly due to the
varroa destructor mite, a parasite that
has come to kill bees in every country
except Australia. As such, Australian
beekeepers are particularly keen
to maintain and increase our bee
populations, with obvious benefits to
the community. But why keep bees in
the city?
“Bee populations around the world
are threatened, particularly by the
varroa mite,” Doug said. “Studies have
shown that one way to help strengthen
bees’ resistance to those health threats
is to maintain genetic diversity, and
the establishment of urban bee hives
has been shown to greatly help that
genetic diversity.”
Other important pollinators include
butterflies and native bees, but
none are as effective as honeybees.
Notably, there is ongoing discussion
about potentially keeping native
bees rather than introduced species.
“That’s something everyone talks
about and there have been several

investigations,” Doug said. One
problem those investigations have
found is that few native bee species
are social (gather together in a hive),
and those particular natives generally
have difficulty surviving in Sydney
as the weather gets cold. “The native
blue banded bee is known to be a very
good pollinator, but is not social and
therefore cannot be kept in hives.”
Doug said, “People who want to help
bees like the blue banded bee should
provide more habitat and stop using
pesticides wherever possible.” Habitat
improvements for solitary bees include
planting herbs, particularly basil and
sage, and allowing them to flower.
Many bee enthusiasts also provide
simple mud houses for solitary bees
to occupy.
Supporting bees by providing
such habitat or keeping a hive is
good for your garden, and your
neighbour’s. “There really are no
risks, only benefits. Bees are one
thing the community can do that
helps everything else, consumes
nothing, produces no effluent and
helps increase food production.”

How can people get involved?
You can help support bees (native and European alike) by reducing your use of insecticides and
increasing the amount of habitat you provide. If you’d like to look at keeping bees yourself, Doug
recommends joining a beekeepers club or attending an open day. “Clubs are great because they
can show you what is involved and give you an idea of whether it’s for you or not. And if you do
decide to take up beekeeping, your club is a great source of support and advice.”
Clubs typically offer short (one-day) courses on beekeeping, which will teach you enough to get
started. The cost to set yourself up is around $400, with minimal ongoing costs. And while some
people may prefer something with fewer legs for a pet, Doug notes that “there are plenty of
people who really enjoy working with bees and watching them go. They aren’t something that
takes a lot of your time — perhaps one check-up every ten days or so in peak warm weather —
and they’re very interesting to observe.”

Those messages exposed the truth.
Manipulating the media, therefore,
became indispensable for the military
and the politicians to prevent “hostile”
public opinion movements from
re-emerging. Without public support
for a conflict, the military and the
governments are powerless. If the
public, however, supports a conflict,
it is unstoppable. Even the notion of
“collateral damage” – civilian casualties
– becomes acceptable to government
and military leaders based on moral
justifications.
After the Vietnam War, control of the
media by military press officers took
priority in every important conflict.
“Pools” were set up to brief the media
and military press officers conducted
briefings. Restrictions were imposed
preventing journalists and photographers
from going into the field to witness and
report on what was really happening,
making it impossible for them to discern
what was the truth. Relationships never
seen before developed between political
leaders and media organisations to justify
and endorse the use of military force.
News Corporation’s owner, Rupert
Murdoch, said in 1990 that his entire
organisation would support the military
action against Iraq and Fox News became
the mouthpiece of the US Government
attracting the highest viewer ratings
over the next two decades. The bias in
documenting history became blatant.
Recorded in history forever is the photo
of a young Vietnamese girl running naked
towards the press photographer, her
body showing horrific burns following
a napalm bombing of her village. What
images of the real war in Iraq – among
other recent conflicts – have been
recorded for future generations to see?
Very few. Yet, media outlets screened
endless images the West wanted the
public to see; turning war reporting
into a media circus designed to entertain
the masses and brainwash the public.
Politicians distorted the truth and often
lied, to ensure the public would support
“their” war. Propaganda from politicians
and bias from the media; what about the
truth? What about history?
What distinguishes propaganda, or
manipulation, from rhetorical efforts
to persuade, is the role of the public’s
beliefs about the issue. The purpose of
rhetoric is to change the public’s mind,
to see its position as incorrect and the
speaker’s view as correct. The objective
of manipulation is to force the target to
choose from alternatives presented by
the manipulator (political, military and
corporate leaders) and that scenario puts
those leaders in a position of strategic
advantage. The media is one of the tools
they use to influence the public.
This raises fundamental questions:
Is the traditional role of the impartial
journalist changing? Do audiences,
readers and consumers want journalists
to voice an opinion? What will happen to
information should journalists not hold

true the notion of impartiality and fair
reporting? Will the audience move away
from truthful and unbiased sources of
news towards opinionated information?
What protection will be there to protect
journalists and their sources?
A recent attempt by the Metropolitan
Police in the UK to force journalists from
the Guardian to disclose the source of
information published by the paper on
the phone hacking scandal by invoking
the Official Secrets Acts 1989 has
attracted wide criticisms. President of the
European Federation of Journalists, Arne
König, said: “It is an outrageous abuse
of power seeking to turn journalists into
unwilling informers of the police. It is
little wonder it has been resoundingly
rejected as a measure more likely to
find favour in police states’ regimes
and we support efforts to defeat it.”
Faced with strong adverse reactions, the
Met abandoned its attempt but did not
apologise to the Guardian.
Journalists, however, have a duty
to inform the public factually, a
responsibility often ignored nowadays.
Faced with the need for immediacy in
news broadcast to face competition, and
increasing “opinion writing” in print
media, the public is often deprived of
factual information. This is an alarming
trend, which undermines the notion of
fair and ethical journalistic practices.
T h e re c e n t j u d g m e n t a g a i n s t
Au s t ra l i a n m e d i a c o m m e n t a t o r
Andrew Bolt for breach of the Racial
Discrimination Act shows how easy it
is for a journalist to act in a way the
consequences of which can undermine
the fundamental right to freedom of
expression. Without this right, the media
cannot operate. This is a dangerous
precedent.
Section 18D of the Racial
Discrimination Act 1975 (Australia),
which appears to be designed to protect
free speech, states:
Section 18C does not render unlawful
anything said or done reasonably and
in good faith:
(a) in the performance, exhibition or
distribution of an artistic work; or
(b) in the course of any statement,
publication, discussion or debate made
or held for any genuine academic,
artistic or scientific purpose or any other
genuine purpose in the public interest; or
(c) in making or publishing:
(i) a fair and accurate report of any
event or matter of public interest; or
(ii) a fair comment on any event or
matter of public interest if the comment
is an expression of a genuine belief held
by the person making the comment.
Publishing a statement under Section
18D (c)(ii) is therefore not unlawful
even if that comment would otherwise
be unlawful under section 18C. In his
57,000-word judgment, Justice Bromberg
ruled, however, that “fair comment”
means the same as it does in defamation
law. It must be based on “facts truly
stated”. According to Justice Bromberg,
Bolt lost the defence of fair comment by
neglecting to state relevant facts about
the cultural background and upbringing
of the individuals he lashed out at, and
misrepresenting other facts.
A journalist must report facts while an
opinion-writer can interpret the facts and
voice an opinion. But both have the same
responsibility: they must ensure that the
“facts” they are referring to are true.
Extract of a paper delivered by
Jonathan Bogais PhD at the
AIATSIS National Indigenous Studies
Conference at the Australian National
University on September 20, 2011.
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READERS’ LETTERS
Sustainable living,
not urban ghettos

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

EDITORIAL

Greed is not good for us
I

nspired by the boldness of St
Paul’s Cathedral on whose
grounds, in spite of false reports
in the British tabloids, the Occupy
London protest continues, the South
Sydney Uniting Church Council
has passed a resolution in support
of the Occupy Sydney movement.
We did so because it is important
to critique a socio-economic system
that pits a very wealthy elite (“one
per cent”) against the majority

(“99 per cent”). It is important to
critique big corporations’ disregard of
neighbourhoods, nations, the earth and
its limited resources. Governments, on
behalf of citizens, have a responsibility
to regulate markets and to put limits
on the profit-seeking activities of
corporations. It’s extraordinary
to witness demonstrations over
the past two months in financial
districts of 900 cities around the
world. Greed is not good for us.
The Occupy Sydney presence in

Martin Place was by all accounts
peaceful, respectful and goodhumoured. Activists maintained a
tidy campsite – and a positive spirit
of hopefulness. The South Sydney
Uniting Church queries the pre-dawn
deployment of riot squad police to
break-up the camp. When, if ever,
should police use force against unarmed
citizens in a public space? It’s a
disturbing precedent, to say the least.
The SSH will report on the
movement’s progress. 

COMMENT

In support of adult survivors
of child abuse
CATHY KEZELMAN

W

hat does a survivor of child
abuse look like? Out of
every 25 people, four or five are
survivors of some form of childhood
abuse. That means that someone
you know will be a survivor of
child abuse. It could be a family
member, a friend, a neighbour,
a work colleague. They may not
have come forward and told you
about their childhood. They may
not even have acknowledged
their history to themselves.
In Australia there are more
than two million adults who
were abused as children. Abuse
knows no geographical, religious,
demographic or class bounds. It is
a pervasive social practice which
is perpetrated in families, homes,
organisations and institutions. Some
adults were beaten as children;
others were molested, subjected to
child pornography or raped. Some
grew up in homes where they were
repeatedly criticised and humiliated,
or where they didn’t get properly fed
or clothed. For some their childhoods
were full of anger and violence.
Childhood trauma can affect
people in all sorts of ways, because
it has an impact on the developing
brain and on crucial attachment
relationships. Yet, as a society, we
are loath to acknowledge those
impacts and address them.
I’m a survivor of sexual and
emotional abuse and I published
a memoir about my experiences

and my process of recovery. Its
publication received a mixed response;
speaking about abuse is neither
expected nor socially acceptable.
In doing so, I have challenged the
secrecy and taboo around abuse
and dared expose the shame which
is so readily and inappropriately
thrust back onto victims.
While some friends were warm
and embracing, others struggled to
contain their disgust. Some people
cannot look at me, let alone look
me in the eye. And despite my
story being out there in black and
white, many simply don’t want to
acknowledge it. They stay tethered to
the silence, secrecy and denial which
fuels the daily beatings, molestations
and verbal assaults perpetrated
on far too many of our young.
My private experience reflects the
broader societal struggle to accept
those realities we would rather
deny. One of the last bastions of
acceptance is to acknowledge that
abuse does occur in home, families
and communities throughout
Australia. The majority of people,
it seems, would rather keep those
crimes locked away behind the doors
within which they are perpetrated.
In recent years we have observed
the devastation caused by institutions
which have conspired to keep abuse
under wraps. The revelations of the
harm inflicted on thousands of victims
within the Catholic Church have been
sobering. But no religion is immune;
all communities play a part. Year
in, year out, the statistics globally
continue unabated. Child abuse is

not isolated to developing nations,
Indigenous communities, minority
groups, the poor and the homeless.
So it’s not only that we cannot
look the victim in the eye; we cannot
look abuse in the face. At one point
I applied to have my book included
in a prominent Australian Writers
festival. I was informed that the
topic was important and needed
to be told. However, this passing
acknowledgment was followed by
an assertion that the festival could
not include the book because of their
duty of care to their audience. Yet
the same festival had, the prior year
featured books about genocide, the
Holocaust, Ash Wednesday and a
range of other traumas. One wonders
why a conversation about child abuse
would be any more traumatising
than those which included stories of
decapitation and disembowelment?
Or is it simply that the abuse of an
Australian child, in an Australian
home and family is too close to home?
Most of us do like to believe that
our homes are sacred havens. That the
family is a fairy-tale place of happily
ever after! And within those constructs
we imagine that all children will be
nurtured, protected and kept safe.
Many are, but many others are not.
As human beings we share a common
humanity and by virtue of our
humanity, a common vulnerability.
Yet when perpetrators lose sight of
the vulnerability of their victims and
close their eyes and ears to their
victim’s pain and fear, they go on to
beat, criticise, humiliate, molest and
rape their prey with impunity. And,

I am a long-time advocate of higher
city densities for sustainable living
and applauded Sydney City Council’s
recently proposed increase in the
allowable Floor Space Ratio (FSR) in
parts of Redfern from 1:1 to 1.25:1.
People are often very critical of
proposed density increases as they
associate higher densities with slums
and urban ghettos. Mistakes in the
past are to some the defining images
associated with Redfern and Waterloo.
I believe that density does not create
slums or ghettos. Poor and inappropriate
design, coupled with unbalanced social
mixes, contribute to the problem.
A proposal for a boarding house
conversion of the old Somerset Hotel
at 191 Pitt Street is a typical example of
the sort of development that the Sydney
Council and NSW Government should
not allow. The quest for commercial
return can generate inappropriate
growth and social mix and sub-standard
housing.
I intend to “maintain the rage” for a
better and fairer built environment in
Redfern based on good architectural,
urban design and sustainable living
principles.
Colin Wilkinson
Redfern

Residents refuse to park
concerns
Tenants of the Australian Technology
Park (ATP) are using Alexandria
streets as a parking lot. The problems
date back to 2009 when the new
buildings were being constructed, with
tradespeople parking their vehicles in
the surrounding streets rather than
paying the exorbitant daily charges
at ATP. Since the tenants (Channel 7,
Global Television, Pacific Magazines,
the Department of Education, NICTA
and DSTO) have moved in, the problem
has reached crisis point. The response
to date from the ATP management
has been pathetic – there has been no
demonstrated acceptance by the ATP
or the tenants that they caused the
problem. The solution proposed by the
ATP has been for the City of Sydney to
implement a resident parking scheme
with many undesirable consequences.
As an example, there is no visitor
parking, no allowances for households
with more than two vehicles and no
allowances for tradespeople. Family or
other support agencies that look after
elderly people will also be fined if they
overstay the allotted time. The City of
Sydney Council has been promising a

sadly, society often turns a blind eye.
When children are maltreated in
this way and especially repeatedly
so, and when abuse is interpersonal,
perpetrated by the person the child
depends upon for care, nurture and
trust, the damage is profound. That
child takes on inappropriate feelings
of shame, guilt and self blame.
The child feels bad, as if there is
something inherently wrong with
him/her. These feelings generally
continue into adulthood and are
further exacerbated by the collective
shame, denial and rejection, society
imposes. Instead of validating,
supporting and empathising, society
often ignores and ostracises the
victims, further silencing them and
so reinforcing the fallacy that these
practices simply do not occur.
Yet the fact is that the vast majority
of children who are maltreated (est.
85-95 per cent) are abused by someone
the child knows and trusts, and most
often in the home and family. I was
abused in my home in Australian
suburbia, by family members and
by a doctor friend of the family’s.
My journey embodies a universal

consultation process with residents on
parking and there have been numerous
delays, which add to resident frustration.
Action is needed now. On October
19 the RWA placed on exhibition a DA
to allow the ATP to use its parking area
closest to Alexandria for parking during
standard hours. At present it can only
be used for special events at restricted
times. Residents are encouraged to make
their voices heard by joining ARAG,
which in addition to the parking issue
is forming working groups to lobby for
improved public transport, keep an
eye on major developments such as
the Ashmore Estate and other issues
that will improve the community of
Alexandria. Meetings are held the
second Wednesday of the month at the
Alexandria Town Hall on Garden Street,
starting at 7pm.
Desley Haas
Alexandria Residents Action Group
AlexandriaResidentsActionGroupowner@yahoogroups.com.au

Let’s tango, Sydney!
It seems nearly every week I read an
article about the problems that plague
us: obesity, mental illness and a loss of
community spirit. As I read the features
for Mental Health Week (SSH October
2011) I reflected on the importance of
keeping socially well and physically
active as part of our day-to-day wellness
plan. In particular, I thought about how
different my time living in Beijing was,
where not only were the bike lanes and
public transport so good that driving
never crossed my mind, every evening
the streets and parks were filled with
ballroom dancing classes. No fees, no
strict times, all levels welcome – just
turn up, move your body, connect with
others and smile. What better place to
have something like that than Sydney
in summer time.
Colleen Smyth
Redfern

Astroturf ain’t populist
It may be a minor point within
an inspiring article (“People have
the power”, SSH October 2011), but
I just had to write and object to the
description of the Tea Party movement
as “populist”. The Tea Party’s activities
are in fact underwritten in large part
by massive cash infusions from the
billionaire Koch brothers. They have
also received free and eager promotion
by fellow billionaire Rupert Murdoch’s
Fox News. “Astroturf” describes this
movement far better.
Alice Crawford
Newtown

struggle, a struggle to negotiate a
path within a society which would
rather keep the lid on unpalatable
truths, and preserve traditional
beliefs without question. We need
to work together to erode the
fear and judgement which foster
disbelief, acknowledge the epidemic
of abuse within our midst and as
communities unite to rise against it.
Survivors need to be listened to and
heard, to be validated and respected.
As communities we can be there for
those whose childhoods have betrayed
them, to empathise and understand.
ASCA is a national organisation which
advocates for and provides services to
those who were abused in childhood.
ASCA’s national day, Forget-me-knot
Day, November 19, 2011, is a day on
which ASCA asks all Australians to
unite in support of adult survivors.
There are a number of activities taking
place in communities near you. 
For more information go to
www.asca.org.au/forgetmeknot
Dr Cathy Kezelman is the Director ASCA
(Adults Surviving Child Abuse) and author
of Innocence Revisited – a tale in parts.
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Count Basie. When Harry Connick Jnr tours
Australia John is invited to play with the band.
John was a soloist on Australian CD recordings
of Blaine Whittaker’s Hard Bop Cafe featuring
James Morrison and The Andrew Speight Quartet,
the 1999 ARIA Award for Best Jazz Album of
the Year.
Today John has a long list of people with
whom he has collaborated, most recently Charles
McPherson (formerly in the Charles Mingus
Band).
When you listen to the John Harkins Trio
playing a selection of modern jazz standards and
blues you can hear the joy of music. The delight
in music was caught by John, and he, amongst
others, continues to pass it on.

VOLUNTEERS’
NEWS
PAT CLARKE
Thank you so much to all our volunteers, who
pick up, deliver to streets and allow their homes
as pick-up points.
It’s been an honour to have had contact with you.
For some mad reason I agreed to help the SSH
after Trevor was lost to us, thinking I could do the
filing or make the coffee! But instead I’m working
on the distribution of the paper.
An independent community newspaper is
important, and has grown from Trevor’s fourpage photocopied issues to the professional
16-pager we have today.
We’re not Murdoch or Fairfax – our budget
is abysmal. Who cares – we have brilliant
contributors and advertisers and all of you who
get it out there. There are a million stories in the
streets of our suburbs. So any ideas send them to
news@ssh.com.au/.
There are some areas where people have asked
for us to deliver: Elliott Avenue, Erskineville and
the Erskineville Estate; Centre Street, Redfern. If
you have time to deliver in these areas, please let
me know.
Volunteer of the Month: Me (just joking!) That
honour goes to Margaret Neale of Erskineville,
who in her 80s has been delivering the SSH in
her local area for the past five years.
I hope to meet all of you at our end-of-year gettogether at the Tripod Café, Abercrombie Street,
Darlington on December 13 (from 6pm). Put this
date in your diary.
Until next time,
Pat Clarke (Distribution Co-ordinator)
patriciaaclarke@optusnet.com.au

You can read more on www.harkinsmusic.com,
or listen to John Harkins Trio with Warren
Vache on www.abcjazz.net/features
(recorded for digital radio broadcast).

John Harkins Photo: Supplied

Hearken to the sound!
Artist Profile: John Harkins

HEAThER ROBINSON
John Harkins moved to Australia from
America in 1994 and has established himself
as one of this country’s most sought-after jazz
pianists.
His musical journey began back in Chicago
at the age of 16 when he met a friend of his

grandfather, Warren Vache. Warren was playing
trumpet with Benny Goodman at the time. John
listened to a recording by Bobby Hacket that
Warren played. He returned home and began
playing jazz.
Two years later John was studying classical
piano at the Manhattan School of Music. He met
and heard many wonderful musicians who inspired
him, including Hank Jones, Tommy Flanagan and

John Harkins Trio will perform at
the South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo) on Monday,
November 28, from 7pm. John will be
joined by Alex Boneham on bass, and
Andrew Dickeson on drums. The show
is FREE, but donations are invited
toward refurbishments to benefit
Cana Communities’ Garden Shelter
(accommodation for homeless men)
service in the church hall. A Fine Art
Auction will also be held in the church
on the night of November 28. For more
information phone 0400 378 319.
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The Reviews
Film Review
by Lindsay Cohen

Take Shelter
Director: Jeff Nichols
Starring: Michael Shannon,
Jessica Chastain
Genre: Descent into madness?
In Take Shelter Curtis LaForche
(Michael Shannon) has dreams and
visions directed by Alfred Hitchcock
of a coming apocalypse. With a family
history of paranoid schizophrenia, it’s
no surprise he questions his sanity,
but gets on with the business of being
crazy anyway just in case it’s true and
despite the emotional carnage he wreaks
around him.
As far as tense thrillers go Take Shelter
doesn’t break much new ground. Many
tried and tested scary plot and filmic
devices are employed (loud spooky music,
cramped spaces, sudden waking up, etc.)
but it is all done very well.
Indeed, it’s the use of sound that
sets Take Shelter apart from many of
its horror/thriller/disaster predecessors.
Thunder, barking, heavy machinery,
screaming and even silence and deafness
are used as mood setters and metaphors
rather than just a soundtrack or an
accompaniment.
It’s all just a shame then that the film,
like the creative use of sound, all goes
a bit flat in the middle. Maybe that’s
a deliberate ploy, and that like a good
orchestral piece the middle movements
are designed to lull you into familiarity
just prior to a sudden climactic crescendo.
Except that it doesn’t really happen
that way. There is a well-handled and
acted tense climax of sorts when the
family escapes into a shelter to avoid a
tornado, but that logical end point is then
superseded by a typically unnecessary
Hollywood ending where all is revealed.
Of all the possible endings – zombies,
apocalyptic horsemen or being sucked
up in a tornado, they choose that one!
Rating: Three personalities

»»film@ssh.com.au

Book Review
by Sabine Kacha

Walk With Us: Aboriginal Elders Call
Out to Australian People to Walk with
them in their Quest for Justice
Photographs by Joseph
Annetts and Sinem Saban
Concerned Australians, August 2011
www.concernedaustralians.com.au
Walk With Us is the long awaited
sequel to the highly regarded This Is
What We Said – Australian Aboriginal
people give their views on the Northern

Territory Intervention of February 2010.
Walk With Us provides a rare opportunity
to hear genuine voices of Aboriginal
Elders. It presents the ongoing impact
of the NT Intervention on the lives of
Aboriginal people, in their own words.
This beautifully illustrated and
important book supplies an update of the
current status of the NT Intervention.
It explores recent happenings in
the Northern Territory, including
unsatisfactory changes to the legislation
leading to the flawed reinstatement
of the Racial Discrimination Act on
31 December 2010 and exposes the
continued discrimination. Walk With
Us covers the visit of two Aboriginal
NT Elders, Rosalie Kunoth-Monks
and Rev. Dr Djiniyini Gondarra, to
the United Nations Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(CERD) in Geneva in August 2010.
Following this visit CERD issued
“Concluding Observations”, a document
in which it made recommendations to
the Australian Government. About her
visit to Geneva Ms Kunoth-Monks
said she felt for the first time that she
was indeed a part of the human race. “I
have to go out of Australia to have that
wonderful feeling and the lack of control
that was on me, in a different country a
long, long way from home.”
Six communities are presented in
this book: Galiwin’ku – Elcho Island,
Nauiyu – Daly River, Yuendumu, Utopia,
Yirrkala and Milingimbi, and what the
Elders are saying about the Intervention;
shires and hub towns; customary law;
culture, language and identity; respect
and heritage.
The deep hurt and great despair the
NT Intervention is causing Aboriginal
people is evident from comments like
the one from George Gaymarani Pascoe
from Milingimbi: “The Intervention
has brought the history of welfare
reform back today. We don’t want that.
It hurts. Today a lot of our people are
committing suicide; today a lot of our
people can’t cope with the Intervention.”
Rosalie Kunoth-Monks even calls the
Intervention a “second invasion”, saying,
“It is the land that holds us together
and following the second invasion of
the 2007 Intervention, we are hurting,
we are suffering”.
The heartfelt and passionate statement
by seven NT Aboriginal Elders in
Melbourne on 7 February 2011 to the
people of Australia which was read out
by Djapirri Mununggirritj to an audience
of about 400 people at a forum at the
Melbourne University Law School is
particularly striking. The threat to their
culture, language and heritage as well
as their loss of human rights are clearly
expressed in this moving statement. The
statement ends with an emotional appeal
to all people of Australia to “walk with
us in true equality. Speak out and help
to put an end to the nightmare that
Northern Territory Aboriginal people
are experiencing on a daily basis.”
The message these Elders are sending
to the people of Australia is clear: we
need to resist these policies that are
causing Aboriginal people so much hurt
and harm, instead we need to walk with
them. As Rev. Dr Djiniyini Gondarra put
it: “Don’t let the other people, the First
People of this country, be rejected! Being
seen as the second class citizen! Being
seen as an outcast! We have lived in this
country as a foreigner! We invite you
brothers and sisters, walk with us, then
fight a system that victimises people.”
Also included in Walk With Us are

important quotes by Malcom Fraser,
Alastair Nicholson, Aboriginal people
from other parts of Australia, leading
Australians and last but not least Navi
Pillay, the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights. Ms Pillay flew into
Darwin in May 2011 especially to meet
with Aboriginal Elders and leaders from
communities across the Territory.
Walk With Us continues with the
further round of consultations which
started in June 2011. Ms Pillay remarked:
“There should be a major effort to
ensure not just consultation with the
communities concerned in any future
measures, but also their consent and
active participation.”The book concludes
with a response by Rev. Dr Djiniyini
Gondarra to the Prime Minister Julia
Gillard’s Announcement of a Second
Intervention in the Northern Territory.
Auntie Millie said about this book
that it is “heartbreaking to read the
words of the people from the Northern
Territory”.

It was the adventure of a life-time. The
book opens with his first steps into the
Kimberley wilderness. It was to be one
almost-fatal step after another. He lost
a third of his body-weight before the
Prince Regent had finished with him.
In the acknowledgements at the end
of the book, Will Chaffey thanks “just
about every Australian I ever met”. We
have to thank him for this heart-felt
true tale.
(A copy of SWC is in the Bowen
Library at Maroubra, and the talking
book is held in the Randwick Branch
of the Library – 9 CDs!)

For more information about
Walk With Us (including an
order form), please see www.
concernedaustralians.com.au
or www.stoptheintervention.
org/facts/films-and-literature/
book-walk-with-us

The Fifth Witness
Michael Connelly
Allen&Unwin, 2011

For more information about
This Is What We Said, please see
www.concernedaustralians.com.
au or www.stoptheintervention.
org/facts/films-and-literature/
book-this-is-what-we-said

Book Reviews
by Margaret Vazey

Swimming with Crocodiles –
An Australian Adventure
Will Chaffey
Picador, 2008
Will Chaffey was bullied horribly at
his posh private school, on the outskirts
of Boston, USA. Somehow, he stood out
as one who would not kow-tow to the
in-group, and so he, along with other
non-conformists and “misfits” was made
to suffer. It was a case of “conform or
leave”, or in his case “conform or have a
crook reference”. This eventually resulted
in him not being accepted for any college
of higher education, and his decision to
have a “gap” year – which stretched out
to three years – at the end of his high
school days.
This is a true story of the getting of
wisdom by an adventurous, sensible,
capable, and independent young man.
Disgusted with his treatment at school,
troubled by what seemed to be senseless
in his education so far, and unhappy with
his life, he bought a ticket to Australia,
got off in Cairns, and found a way to
support himself with farm jobs, fruitpicking, taking part in a census of rainforest animals, and as a builder’s labourer.
He travelled across the country to Hall’s
Creek, Alice, Adelaide, Melbourne and
Sydney. Eventually he teamed up with a
herpetologist, and was funded by Dick
Smith and the Australian Geographic, to
walk down the wild and remote Prince
Regent River in the Kimberley, looking
for obscure and unknown python species.

The writer, Michael Connelly, was
once a police reporter for the Los Angeles
Times. The writing is fast-paced, the
courtroom cut-and-thrust of the
arguments is very interesting. Eventually,
I had to go to the Internet to find out
the details of the Fifth Amendment.
It is a good read.

»»books@ssh.com.au

Music Review
by Layth Saeed

Forever So
Husky
Liberation, 2011

The Fifth Witness is a courtroom thriller
set around a foreclosure case in Los
Angeles. The shaky state of the American
economy in the last few years is largely
due to the giving of large mortgages for
home loans to people who are at risk of
defaulting on their repayments. It is an
old story: that of a very mean get-rich
scheme which deliberately sets up a
mortgage in the hope that there will be
a default in payment so that foreclosure
of the property with all its improvements
can take place. The improved property
is sold again, and the person or business
that originally lent the money, makes a
tidy profit. Of course, this scheme only
works if there is someone to buy the
improved property.
In the USA the situation was
compounded by the bundling of several
mortgages together and on-selling the
combined mortgage package to a third
party, and so on.
Finally, there was an economic
downturn, interest rates went up, and
people were laid off from their work.
Thousands of mortgagees, who had
rushed to buy their own homes by
taking out huge loans, found that they
could not pay their monthly mortgage
repayments, and were facing foreclosure.
The only problem was that there was
no-one to buy the homes they had lost,
so the financial houses which had given
out these loans, faced ruin too. A huge
financial mess was created, as banks and
loan companies failed to balance their
own books.
In this scene, in this story, a clever,
spunky lawyer has found a niche,
defending the victims of the scheme,
trying to buy them some time to
remortgage themselves, and avoid losing
their homes. But something gives way
in this stressed society: a banker is
murdered. There is a quick arrest of the
obvious suspect, and the spunky lawyer
becomes the Attorney for the Defence
of one of his clients.

I’m sitting in the backyard of my new
house. As I have spent all day moving, in
the sweltering heat, I decide to sit down
with a cold beer and put on the new
debut album, Forever So, by Melbourne
four-piece, Husky.
As the rich rolling melody of “Fake
Moustache” fades to black, my ears soon
prick up like a cat’s when they catch
the intro to the breakout Triple J hit,
“History’s Door”. After the quick sing
along with my new housemates subsides,
“The Woods” begins.
I’m thinking that this first outing
from the band brings with it a level of
sophistication that makes me realise
these guys are much more than just
another set of indie-darlings. The dulcet
tones and somewhat haunting lyrics give
you the feeling of staring at a reflection
of someone in a window, or flipping
through one of your parents old photo
albums.
Just when I think the album might
be putting me to sleep, it livens up again
with a track that is sure to become a
bit of a crowd pleaser over the summer
months, “Hundred Dollar Suit”.
The album as a whole gives you a real
sense of the circumstances in which
it was recorded. The band set up a
make-shift recording studio in a shack
in their backyard and then flew to LA
to have the album mixed with Noah
Georgeson at the legendary House of
Blues Studios (who has also mixed the
likes of Devandra Banheart and The
Strokes).
After winning Unearthed and a
place at the Push Over festival, it’s
been a whirlwind year for Husky,
supporting acts such as Noah and the
Whale, Kimbra and Gotye, and just
about to commence their own string of
headline shows (including The Standard
on November 12). I would seriously
suggest checking this one out to anyone
who has an appreciation of deep layered
harmonies and wistful rolling rhythms.

»»music@ssh.com.au

Ardo e gelo – I Cantarini
I Cantarini is a group of singers specialising in 16th and
17th century Italian secular madrigals, accompanied by theorbo.
We will be giving a small concert on November 5, 3-4pm
South Sydney Uniting Church, 56a Raglan Street, Waterloo
Music by Monteverdi, Palestrina, Gabrieli, Pederson,
Strozzi, Marenzio, Lupo and others.
All welcome – entry by donation to the church.
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When Mama Cass
was queen
Casey Donovan pays
tribute to Mama Cass
The Basement, 28/09/11

REVIEWED BY NADIA NOLAN
The Casey Donovan of today is a
long way from the young talent who
shot to fame as the surprise winner
of Australian Idol in 2004. Watching
her recent tribute to Mama Cass
at the Basement, however, it’s easy
to imagine an “over the top” Mark
Holden jumping out of his seat and
calling, “Touchdown!” all over again.
This very talented performer
captured the soul and spirit of
Mama Cass delivering what can
only be described as a mesmerising
performance. Gone is the awkward
teenager we once knew and adored
and in her place has arrived a woman
whose charisma and presence took us
back to a time when music was about
music and Mama Cass was queen.
Her support band was tight and
full of talent, staying with Casey as
she voyaged through Mama Cass’s

songs and the stories of her life.
Through her powerful renditions of
classics such as “California Dreaming”,
“Monday, Monday” and “Creeque
Alley”, Casey displayed a maturity
and understanding beyond her years.
Her portrayal of Mama Cass was both
entertaining and touching, providing
an insight into the songs, life and
tragic end of a star long gone but
not forgotten.
It’s great to see an old venue like
the Basement delivering young
talent to its faithful audience. The
only negative is that this show that
played to a booked-out audience was
a “one off ”, leaving many yearning
for Casey to get Mama back on tour
again soon.
But Casey is a busy woman
nowadays and next month is dipping
further into acting, as she takes to
the Belvoir stage with Shakespeare’s
comedy As You Like It. This young,
beautiful Indigenous woman has grown
up and looks destined to leave a big
imprint not only as a vocalist, but as
a performer and actor as well.

W H AT’S ON YOU R PL ATE ?

Blow out
PAUL SULLIVAN

Bean soup and Yoga don’t mix.
I know that now. The other day,
knowing full well that I was going
to Yoga later I had a full bowl of bean
soup at the new Italian restaurant on
Crown Street. Delicious soup. Big
mistake. Not that it was extremely
embarrassing, just mildly. I should
have known better but then I
realised I’ve never really been the
sort of person to associate food with
fuel, or carbohydrates or calories
or anything for that matter. I tend
to just enjoy what I eat. For my
attempted fitness blow out though
there’s only one person to blame.
Novak Djokovic.

Gareth Liddiard of the Drones, Metro Theatre, October 29 Photo: Lyndal Irons

Wish you were here Photo: Supplied

Bundeena on a budget
REECE MEREDITh

On a slightly overcast yet warmish
Friday morning my friend and I set
off from Redfern on the Illawarra
Line out to Cronulla Marina. Our
plan was to ferry across the water
to Bundeena for a short hike. I’d
prepared a packed lunch of lasagne.

Having driven via Kurnell in similar trips
from Waterloo, we agreed this trip would
be car-free, and so, from the train, we
boarded the ferry with a dozen or more
other locals and would-be hikers, and
began to enjoy the gentle bobbing and
swaying of the ferryboat on the water.
We docked next to the GunyahMaianbar heritage and walked up the
promontory overlooking Gunyah Bay,

where a NSW Maritime boat spent
much taxpayer time with three handbagover-shoulder passengers who seemed
to have no good reason for being there.
My friend reminisced that he had last
visited the area in 1987 with a fellow
worker from the Chevalier Bookstore
in Randwick and they had spent time
strolling along the beach chatting and
reflecting on worldly aspirations.

I was reading about Novak’s
phenomenal run this year, and how
he is now the number one tennis
player in the world. He attributes it
all to his new diet. He no longer eats
hamburgers, or anything too heavy and
adheres to some new form of eating
that only involves beans and pulses
to keep his form up. This of course
was why I tried eating bean soup
before my exercise regime, but I’m
not sure I ever saw Novak doubling
over in cramps from holding in gas
whilst winning Wimbledon. Still, this
method of eating for performance is
something worth pursuing. Although
sport isn’t my forte I wondered if there
was special food I should eat before
writing, watching sport on TV or

even going to sleep. I have recognised
in the past that if I eat a steak in the
middle of the day I’m quite drowsy
in the afternoon but it could also be
the couple of glasses of red wine that
goes with it.
Some people have made careers
out of telling others what to eat and
when. I’m sure Novak has a dietician
and a chef travelling with him now,
but what’s interesting is whether he
enjoy his new diet because of taste
or only for his career? Big difference,
no? Working with actors over the
years I’ve seen nearly every diet you
can imagine. The Trinity Diet, No
Salt, Carbs Only, and all to get into
perfect shape for a role. Most of the
time I only saw them smile when they
were sneaking a piece of cake from the
catering table. I’ll never forget one
actor tucking into a massive plate of
bacon the day after his nude scene. He
was happier in that moment then the
whole rest of the shoot.
If your life doesn’t match up to
where you want to be, can you really
blame food? What can we all eat to
pay off our mortgage or debt quicker?
What can people eat to avoid road
rage? Again with the questions but
they’re valid. If Novak Djokovic starts
to lose repeatedly you can bet one
of the first people to go will be his
dietician and chef. He may even sneak
that hamburger he’s missed over the
last year. However bad it makes him
feel afterwards you can bet that at least
he’ll smile while he eats it.

Children, students, the unemployed and pensioners all pay $5.80 Return on
the Cronulla-Bundeena Ferry
All-day $10 Brekkies can be enjoyed at the Bundeena Village Cafe & Visitor Centre
www.bundeenainfo.com/bundeena-visitor-centre
Palms and the Bayside Italian Restaurant at the Bundeena RSL in Loftus St have
pizzas & pastas from $15
Return travel from Redfern Station costs under $10 per person
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Show us
the money
ChRISTINE MORROW

Have you ever wondered what
50 billion dollars looks like? A bank
note with that face value was issued
by the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe
at the height of the hyper-inflation
that, two years ago, led the nation
to jettison its own currency.
In the exhibition Creative
Accounting at the UTS Gallery,
this bank note and other currency
specimens from corporate, public
and private collections are on display
alongside contemporary art works:
adding machines on loan from
Westpac Bank and modified coins
in the form of convict love tokens
from the Powerhouse Museum’s
collection share space with oil
paintings of Australian gold nuggets
advertised on eBay and a delicate,
hand-drawn scroll that records
every paper-based transaction (bills,

receipts, dockets) accumulated
during one month of an artist’s life.
Unlike what you’d see at the
Mint in Macquarie Street or the
RBA’s Museum of Australian
Currency Notes in Martin Place,
this exhibition doesn’t trace an
historical lineage or explore a
particular theme. It presents some
objects that reinforce the official
meanings of currency – like the
portrait of Queen Elizabeth II, or
the first cheque issued in NSW
against colonial-held securities – and
others that playfully subvert those
meanings. Doing so reveals some
of money’s contradictory, hidden,
private and poetic associations.
It’s not only the works of art in
this exhibition that subvert money’s
official meanings either. Many of the
historical artifacts do so too because
people have long used currency as
a vehicle for political protest or
private sentiment. One European

Image: Andrew Hurle, Reconstructions after CW Dickinson 2011

coin on display appears around
300 years old. It shows the outline
of a noose and a hangman’s hood
crudely scratched over the top of
the king’s profile. The citizen found
responsible for defacing this coin
could have been tried for sedition.
Elsewhere is a group of “love
tokens” produced by British
convicts in the late 18th and
early 19th centuries. Coins
provided a convenient surface
on which to inscribe personal

South Sydney Crossword

Across
1. Meadow (3)
3. *Def over it* (3,2)
6. Long neck or set of drawers (4,3)
7. Informant (4)
8. Mountain cat (4)
11. Japanese/English amalgamation (7)
12. *Eat this skin, digest and savour* (5)
13. Lemon (3)
Down
1. *Encumbered dead extremist?* (5)
2. *Change, change goes with best friends* (5,4)
3. Lop (4)
4. Nefarious (9)
5. *Piss away your first earnings* (3)
9. *Dream about packing heat* (5)
10. Citrus fruit, or verse when spoken in 11 across (4)
11. Newt (3)

CROSSWORD
BY D.W.

First correct entry
receives a prize.
Send to:
South Sydney Crossword
PO Box 3288
Redfern NSW 2016

* Denotes cryptic clue
lasT
monTh

For translation visit www.dharug.dalang.com.au

messages that transported
prisoners gave as keepsakes to the
loved ones they parted from.
A couple of art works in the
exhibition flout current federal
laws. Andrew Hurle’s Clarification
is the remains of an Australian $10
polymer bill shown on the wall
at eye level. In what constitutes a
crime against the Currency Act,
the artist has defaced Australian
money by carefully removing the
coatings and inks from the centre of

the bank note, uncovering a roughly
rectangular-shaped window of clear
plastic that retains the original
bluish border. The resulting object
may have lost its face value of $10
but now – transformed into the
inverted vignette of a tiny, empty
landscape or perhaps resembling a
miniature medieval map of the world
surrounded by sky and ocean but
somehow evacuated of land mass – it
suddenly seems worth much more.
This artwork could represent
a strange riddle or paradox:
how can you make a 10-dollar
note worth many times that?
Take away three quarters of it!
Another artist, Mark Wagner,
makes intricate collages from tiny
slivers of dollar bills, but since it’s
US currency that he’s defacing,
exhibiting his work in Australia
comes with less risk of prosecution.
Creative Accounting
UTS Gallery
Level 4, 702 Harris St Ultimo
02 9514 1652
Monday to Friday 12-6pm
Until November 25
Free entry
www.utsgallery.uts.edu.au

Celebrating the life of
Garry Griffiths (1956-2011)
PETER GRIFFIN
One of six children, Garry
“Griffo” Griffiths was born in
Quirindi in 1956. The family moved
to Redfern in 1958. At the age of 7,
Garry’s father Oscar was fatally run
down. Garry experienced severe
racist abuse in his High School
year at age 12 – “I was just another
“Abo” who needed to be ganged up
on,” he said.
He truanted regularly until the
Welfare Department moved in
and he was sent first to Mittagong
Boys Home (two years) and then
became a “Berry Boy” (18 months).
Relationships with other boys
established there became lifelong
family. In the first year (1968) in the
Homes, Garry’s mother Sadie passed
away. He was refused permission to
attend the funeral because he was
considered a potential absconder.
By the time Garry was 16, there
was a regrouping of Berry Boys in
Redfern. At that time a culture of
gangs had developed in Sydney – “It
was payback time”. Garry recalled

with some satisfaction that the
Redfern Boys were the biggest gang.
Clashes with right-wing gangs of the
Town Hall and Glebe Sharpies and
Skin Heads were common. Between
the ages of 15 and 18 Garry and
his peers had to contend with the
constant “dodging the Welfare”.
After 18 it was “dodging the cops”.
Around 1972 Garry met and found
a valued father figure in (Father) Ted
Kennedy. In 2005 he painted the
emu and the goanna on the mural
wall within St Vincent’s Catholic
Church in Redfern – contribution
of which he was most proud.
Garry spent his life both in
Redfern and in many country
locations, including 10 years or so
in Kempsey. He was well known and
appreciated as a DJ at Radio Redfern,
Quirindi and the North Coast.
His life was far from easy, but he
always had a smile and he loved to
joke and make people laugh. He
loved his music and he loved his
friends. Garry is survived by two
daughters, Tricia and Gail, and four
siblings: Gail (twin), Laurie, Brian
and Robyn.
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SSH advertising works:

"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community. Interest
has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Blindeman, Food Distribution Network, Waterloo

Uniting Churches

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds,
sexual orientations and identities.
Peace with justice, integrity
of creation.

A FUNDRaISER TO
BENEFIT THE GaRDEN SHELTER
7pm, Monday November 28
South Sydney Uniting Church, 56a Raglan St, Waterloo
John Harkins Trio — Featuring John Harkins (p),
Alex Boneham (b) & Andrew Dickeson (d).

ALSO, FINE aRT SILENT aUCTION

Glebe Cafe Church

Entry by donation. Contact Heather 0400 378 319

BABANA

REDWatch

Aboriginal Men’s Group

Next meeting Friday, November 25
12-2pm,PCYC, Redfern
Contact: Mark Spinks 9243 3546

Love to sing?
Can hold a tune?
Always wanted to sing out loud but not on your own?

Meetings first Thursday
of the month at The Factory
Community Centre.
Phone Geoffrey Turnbull

Come and be one of the DarlingTones – an a cappella
choir based in Darlington. Soprano, alto, tenor and
bass singers wanted!

(02) 8004 1490.
Email mail@redwatch.org.au

Join in the song and have some fun. Be a part of our
community and bring some harmony into your life!
For all enquiries please email:
thedarlingtones@yahoo.com.au

food distribution network
home delivery of low-cost fresh fruit & vegetables

The Food Distribution Network is a not-for-profit organisation that
delivers boxes of fresh and inexpensive fruit and vegies to older
people, people with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDS and carers
who live in the City of Sydney and need assistance living independently
at home. For $9 you can have a box of 6-8kg of fruit and/or vegies
delivered to your door each week or fortnight.
Please call 9699 1614 or e-mail enquiries@fdn.org.au for more
information. These services are funded by the Home and
Community Care programme and the AIDS Trust of Australia.

Cnr St Johns Rd
& Colbourne Ave Glebe
Worship Sun 6 for 6.15pm
‘Colbourne Ave’ intimate
candlelit concerts Thu 8pm
Huw Luscombe 9518 9413

Qi Gong in the Evening for Women. The first of NNC’s Relaxation
Evening Tasters! Come along after work and unwind to some
Moving Meditation with an experienced instructor! All welcome.
For more information contact Richelle 9564 7333.
Wednesdays Cost: $2.50 (unwaged) or $5.00 (waged)
Starting 5 October every Wednesday 6:30 – 7:30pm
Newtown Neighbourhood Centre,1 Bedford Street, Newtown
(opposite Newtown Station).

Leichhardt University Church
3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt
(near Norton St)
Worship 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

Newtown Mission

Waterloo
Recycling
Workshop

280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements
9519 9000

Workshop and market open Fridays
9am-12pm.

Paddington Uniting Church

Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo
(lower car park).
Affordable furniture and
household goods.
Donations gladly received (no white
goods
or electrical apps).
Volunteers welcome
(phone Naomi on 0407 576 098)

The Bourbaki Ensemble
The Bourbaki Ensemble is a chamber string orchestra which has been giving concerts
in Newtown for over a decade. The next Bourbaki Ensemble concert will take place at
St Stephen’s Church, 189 Church St, Newtown, on Sunday November 6, beginning at 2.30pm,
and will include music by Mahler, Elgar, Enescu and Spiers. Admission free if you have not
been to a Bourbaki concert before and mention the South Sydney Herald at the door
(regular prices $25/15). Further information www.bourbakiensemble.org

395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm
1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point
Worship 10am,
Bible Study 5pm Sunday
Rev Graham Long 9358 6996

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Jamie Parker MP
State Member for Balmain

Kristina Keneally MP
State Member for Heffron

Clover Moore MP
State Member for Sydney

Carmel Tebbutt MP
State Member for Marrickville

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction
NSW 2022

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville
NSW 2204

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9369 5221
F: 02 9369 5225

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9558 9000
F: 02 9558 3653

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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The Ravens meet each Saturday at 7am on the corner
of Botany Road and Raglan Street in Waterloo.
New members (and beginners) welcome!
Phone Adrian on 9690 1427

RAVENS
RUNNING
GROUP
Anna jumps! Photo: Jannine Jackson

Abseil-utely crazy!
DAVId RUSSELL

Jumping from the top of a skyscraper
is one way to get yourself noticed –
and that’s exactly what Alexandria
resident Anna Beaumont did on Friday
October 21 when she joined 200 other
Sydneysiders in the crazy activity
of jumping off the AMP building at
Circular Quay.
Why did she do it? For a good cause
– she was taking part in an event to
raise funds for the Sir David Martin
Foundation, the charity that was set
up by her late father, Sir David Martin,
Governor of NSW.
Anna was one of the daring fundraisers

making the 26-storey descent to raise
funds for the Foundation’s annual Abseil
for Youth, sponsored by AMP.
Anna, who works as a Donor
Relations Manager at the Foundation,
said: “I’ve always been involved with
the Sir David Martin Foundation and
am so excited to be working towards
my father’s dream. What better way to
show my commitment to the cause than
scaring myself senseless!”
In a classic case of understatement,
she admitted to being more than a
“little nervous” about dangling from a
skyscraper, attached only to a sturdy
rope. “To be honest, I find heights quite
terrifying, so I know it’s going to be a real
challenge for me.”

Anna joined mountaineer Andrew Lock
OAM and several well-known identities,
including Jonathan Pease, Rachel Corbett,
Geoff Huegill, Jim Williams and senior
members of the AMP Board. Along with
an 81 year old who jumped with her
daughter and granddaughter and other
committed volunteers, Anna bravely
took the leap to raise funds to support
her father’s dream of “safety, hope and
opportunity for all young Australians”.
One thing Anna didn’t find challenging
was raising the sponsorship money to
get involved in the event. “I had no
trouble convincing people to support
me,” she says. “It’s such a great cause
and people really believe in the work the
foundation does.”

