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Public housing sell-off
SSH

REDFERN-WATERLOO: The Redfern
Waterloo Authority released its
blueprint plan for the future of public
housing land in Redfern and Waterloo.
After several years in development,
The Draft Built Environment Plan 2
was made available for public comment.

Lisa Burns, Carmel Tebbutt MP and Linda Burney MP Photo: Ali Blogg

Funding action
on homelessness
Nina Young

NEWTOWN: The former Minister
for Community Services, Linda
Burney MP, and the Member for
Marrickville, Carmel Tebbutt MP,
visited the Newtown Neighbourhood
Centre (NNC) on March 16 after the
Centre was awarded $834,000 in state
government funding over the next two
and a half years. The NNC will use the
money to deliver an outreach program
for people living in boarding houses
and at risk of homelessness in the
inner city. The project won funding
through the NSW Homelessness
Action Plan.
Homelessness has long been a problem
in Newtown, as well as in the entire
Inner West region. In the 2006 census,

more than 4000 people in the Inner
West of Sydney identified themselves
as being without a permanent or stable
residence. With an increase in rental
prices and the general cost of living, it is
a number that many expect to increase
over time.
Centre Coordinator, Lisa Burns,
spoke about the goals of the outreach
program: “It’s really supporting the most
marginalised and vulnerable people who
are boarding house residents. There
will be a whole lot of coordination of
services that might be able to support
people to get back into mainstream
society. Often people in boarding houses
are socially isolated or they’re isolated
from their community, so maybe with
these services meeting all of their needs
it might be a chance to change people’s
continued on page 2
lives.”

BE2 has received a lukewarm response
from long-term residents and has been met
with a mixture of uncertainty and anger.
Local resident activists have lashed out at
claims of a “successful” and “extensive”
consultation process during the four
weeks of the non-statutory exhibition.
“The consultation was rushed through.
How do they expect local residents to
get their heads round a fairly complex
proposal which was debated for years
within government and expect local
people to be able to give informed
feedback within four weeks? It is nothing
but a joke,” said Anita Faber. “The process
was nothing short of window dressing to
justify a pre-planned desired outcome.
It was clear to all that they are banking
on the communities’ apathy and lack of
understanding planning gobbledygook to
quickly drive through their own political
agenda.”
The plan which will see low-rise public
housing turned into a mini Meriton-type
complex with the population of the area
potentially increasing by 50 per cent. This
will be achieved through the sale of public
land for private development at the cost of
the reduction of public housing stock by
700 units. This happens at a time when
the current demand for public housing is
sitting at 43,000 applicants, some of which
have been waiting for up to 10 years.
Concerns voiced have ranged from
the economic viability of the proposal,
the strains that naturally come with an
increased population in an already highly
dense area, the likelihood of an increase in
traffic congestion, the possible destruction
of rich and strong historical social support
networks, handover of government
housing to community providers, creation

Local resident Diana Whitworth outside Waterloo public housing Photo: Ali Blogg

of concrete jungles, and questions about
how service provision will meet the needs
of the new residents when they struggle
to meet current needs.
The planned reduction of social housing
will be replaced with 700 affordable
housing units and additional unnumbered
private dwellings. “Our current limited
green spaces will be gone and will not be
there again. There is a need for affordable
housing but there is a price we have to
pay for that,” said long-term activist Diana
Whitworth.
Mr Roy Wakelin-King, CEO of the
RWA, answered the concerns raised by

REDWatch about the approach being
taken. He wrote: “The assertion that the
consultation process is inadequate and/
or flawed is clearly not agreed. I am of the
view that the commitment to gathering
and understanding community views
displayed by both the RWA and Housing
NSW has been of a high standard and that
the implementation of the consultation
process has been done in a professional
manner.”
This answer angered some local
residents who feel that Mr WakelinKing’s defensive response is typical
of the Authority’s
continued on page 2

EVELEIGH FARMERS’ MARKET
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COME TASTE AUTUMN

An all weather marketplace rain, hail or shine Visit www.eveleighmarket.com.au for all details
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Fast News went to a meeting last month
in the NSW Upper House, co-chaired
by retiring Greens MP Ian Cohen and
the impressive Upper House MP Penny
Sharpe. The conference had been called to
discuss the NSW Greens not preferencing
the ALP in the Upper House. People
argued that far right groups would gain
control of the Upper House. It was a good
day. However, in the interest of balance,
Fast News asked local Greens Councillor,
Irene Doutney, to justify the Greens’
position, and here is what she said:
“It is sad but true that NSW Labor has
alienated itself so much from its former
supporters and the community that the
Greens can no longer in good conscience
support them with our preferences. Many
Labor stalwarts are trying to blame the
Greens for their own party’s appalling
performance in government but this just
doesn’t ring true and is in reality a scare
campaign by a desperate party. How
can the Greens support a party that has
lost its principles? A party that approves
disgraceful developments like Barangaroo
and gives away exploratory coal seam
gas mining licences across the inner city
and prime agricultural land? How can
we support a party that privatises our
precious public assets and then prorogues
Parliament to stop any inquiry? A party
that consistently undermines the powers
of local government so it can honour
deals with its developer mates. The ALP
has run Parliament with the support of
the Shooters and Christian Democrats for
years but now tries to scare progressive
voters by claiming it will be the Greens’
fault if these parties get re-elected. In
NSW voters have the ability to choose
their own preferences and the Greens
are encouraging the electorate to do just
that. It is time the ALP stopped trying to
blame other parties for the rejection that
is the result of their own behaviour and
bad government.”
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NSW Upper House to be
controlled by Fred Nile,
thanks to the Greens?
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Last month, on a Sunday night, Prince
Alfred Park was used by MTV Music
Channel for a function that took over
the whole park. The noise was amazing.
People were wandering over Darlington
and Redfern, and probably Surry Hills,
to find the source of the noise. It seems
that Council should at least broaden the
required notification. Darlington, Redfern
and Waterloo residents should have been
notified. One of the organisers told the SSH
that there has has to be some give and
take as these big events are vital to the
city, but whomever is responsible should
notify people more widely.

RWA now becomes the
Sydney Metropolitan
Development Authority
It seems like only yesterday, after the
merging of the City and South Sydney
Councils, that the TNT towers seemingly
stood empty. Then came Minister Frank
Sartor and the Redfern Waterloo Authority
CEO Robert Domm. I remember the
battles for the Pemulwuy Project approval,
candlelight vigils across the Redfern
Bridge, former Waterloo Anglican cleric
John McIntyre denouncing the RWA for
not allowing Pemulwuy. Then shock
jock Alan Jones visited the Aboriginal
Housing Company and supported the
Pemulwuy Project but, alas, not the State
Government. I remember, along with
others, heckling Minister Sartor at public
meetings and organising a bus tour of
Redfern and Waterloo before Frank had
sold its various properties. They did

succeed in selling off the Redfern School
and Rachel Forster Hospital. The RSL
has gone. The place has changed and is
changing. I will miss those battles, and
just a little part of me will always miss
Frank and Robert.

“Hands Off Glebe”
On Thursday, December 2, 2010, angry
residents took to the streets in a march
against planned developments of the
Glebe Housing Estate by the NSW
Department of Housing. The group met
again last Saturday as part of an organised
“Hands Off Glebe” meeting to protest
the redevelopment of the housing estate
bounded by Wentworth Street, Bay Street,
Cowper Street and the rear of the premises
on Queen Street. Protestors gathered in
the park on the corner of Glebe Street
and Mitchell Street before marching to
the office of state member of Parliament,
Verity Firth. Protestors chanted the slogans
“Hands off Glebe!” and “Hands off our
public housing!” during the 15-minute
walk to Ms Firth’s office. Speaking outside
Ms Firth’s office, Mitchell Street resident
and public housing patron, Kate, said the
redevelopment would destroy homes lived
in for generations. “My grandmother was
born two doors up from where she lives
now,” Kate said. “And she died in the
house where my grandfather is living. He’s
83 and they are talking about moving him
into a single bedroom unit now. We have
had three generations of my family living
in these units and they want to just move
us on.” The proposed redevelopment will
see the demolition of 134 existing units
and the construction of 153 new social
housing units, 83 affordable housing units,
retail spaces and 250 privately owned
units. Leichhardt Mayor and Greens
candidate for the seat of Balmain, Jamie
Parker, said the move was a case of “public
land being sold for private benefit” by the
State Government. “What we will see with
this development is up to 33 metre high
dwellings for private houses,” he said. “It’s
not for an upgrade to public housing as
is suggested.” Mr Parker said the majority
of the development would be devoted
to 250 private houses. He also branded
claims by developers of 83 units of
affordable housing a “con”. “People in the
community think that affordable housing
means housing for the 40,000 plus people
on waiting lists for public housing,” he
said. “It’s not, it’s private housing, that
happens to be a little smaller. The fact is
it’s not where the demand is.” In a paper
prepared by the group for submission
to the State Housing Minister it states:
“Given that the majority of the proposed
development is private residential
and commercial, it is a misnomer to
call the proposal the Glebe Affordable
Housing Project.” The paper also draws
attention to further issues including the
height and density of the development,
overshadowing of the area, and lack
of open space in the development.
Housing Minister, Frank Terenzini, was
unavailable for comment at the time of
publication. For more information email
handsoffglebe@gmail.com

Jones makes
O'Farrell jump
It was late last year that Alan Jones said
an O'Farrell Government would sack a
democratically elected City Council. Well,
in the run-up to the state election, O'Farrell
said he would stand up to Clover because
of the nonsense over bikeways. Her quick
response to Alan Jones was, “Bring it on!”
Fast News believes the City Council will
be sacked. South Sydney Council will be
brought back.

The project will work in coordination
with the owners and managers of
boarding houses and aims to provide
support to residents by giving them access
to a variety of services that will help
them, either to maintain their tenancy
or transition into more stable residency.
As well as connecting the residents with
these mainstream services, the program
will help them with specialised needs
such as physical disabilities or mental
health issues to get assistance from some
key agencies.
The overall aim of the project is to help
reduce the increasing number of homeless
residents in the Inner West. Figures
from 2006 put the cost of supporting a

chronically homeless person at upwards
of $34,000 per annum. This means that
the boarding house project could save tax
payers a substantial amount of money in
the long term.
vMs Tebbutt said that the services will
not only benefit residents in the inner city
but also in Leichhardt, Canterbury and
Marrickville: “This Centre is well placed
to run the outreach program because it
already provides services to the aged,
people with disabilities, people with
mental illness, people from culturally
diverse backgrounds and people on
low incomes. Being located in the heart
of Newtown, close to transport and
a number of local boarding houses, is
S
added advantage.” 

Public housing sell-off
continued from page 1

attitude towards residents who dare
question the way government conducts
its consultations. “We’re referred to as
a noisy minority,” said resident activist,
Ross Smith.
REDWatch spokesperson, Mr Geoff
Turnbull, said: “Even if the plan contained
all the information required and the
consultation process was flawless, a
month’s exhibition is not sufficient time
for a diverse community to gain an
understanding of what is proposed and
to make a considered response.”
One local welfare worker, who didn’t
want to be named, said: “Built Form
Renewal, in its many disguises, is a
worldwide phenomena that claims to
be beneficial but actually drives up the
costs of the local housing market to attract
wealthier people to the city fringes and
drive out existing working class residents.
If they were truly committed to the
community renewal, they would work
with the existing residents and sort out
the basic day-to-day needs.

“The current problems of poorly
maintained properties which have been
starved of decent government investment;
poor customer service and lack of any
effective place-based management have
exacerbated their problems. Improved
quality in service delivery and adequate
tenancy support to existing residents would
be far more cost effective in the long term
instead of importing new people to dilute
the statistics. If you accept that density
increase is inevitable, it should happen
to reduce the waiting list of our most
vulnerable seeking housing; the social
mix argument is a red herring as Redfern
Waterloo already has a rich social mix.
“One of the major concerns is the lack
of independent advocacy to assist and
resource residents through this process;
many respected NGOs in the area are
worried about speaking out in case it
S
affects their funding.”
For more information and to view
feedback on BE2 visit the REDWatch
website: www.redwatch.org.au

Green shoots bud in Balmain
Rebecca LeMay

Greens candidate for the seat of
Balmain, Jamie Parker, has made history
by being the first minor party member to
win a seat in the lower house of the NSW
parliament. The result followed a downto-the-wire count of postal and absentee
votes that placed the Greens ahead of
Labor incumbent, Verity Firth.
It was always going to be a tough call in
the seat of Balmain, dominated by Labor
since 1927. Historically, Balmain was very
much working class and was the birthplace
of a number of unions.
In the lead-up to the election, the Greens
were tipped to win both inner-city seats
of Balmain and Marrickville. However,
fierce competition from high-profile Labor
candidates, Verity Firth and Carmel Tebbutt,
a dispute over Marrickville Council’s
position on the BDS (Boycott, Disinvestment
and Sanctions in Israel), coupled with
strong results for Liberal candidates and
late entry of former mayor, Marie Sheehan
in Balmain, squeezed the Greens vote in
both electorates.
The Greens campaign was also marred in
the final week by anonymous leaflets aimed
at discrediting Mr Parker. “It’s pretty clear
that Labor were really desperate towards the
end. They letterboxed the whole electorate
with a picture of me standing next to Barry
O’Farrell and then a picture of Pauline
Hanson, Fred Nile and the Shooters Party
saying, ‘This is what you’ll get if you vote
for me’,” Mr Parker said.
“The feedback I got was that people were
so disappointed with Labor, they wanted
to punish Labor,” he said. “There was a

swing to the coalition which was part of
the statewide swing, but the way the vote
divided, more than 60 per cent of people
voted for either Greens or Labor, so we see
it’s still a very progressive community, but
there was real disenchantment with Labor.”
The Greens ran a strong campaign
differentiating themselves from Labor on
key issues. Mr Parker was also able to
capitalise on his track record as the Mayor
of Leichhardt, where record investments
in local infrastructure and services were
implemented during his term. “Our
priority in the newly formed parliament
is to focus on the issues we took to the
election, which is cleaning up the culture of
NSW politics, investing in public services,
opposing privatisation, fixing our planning
system and being a real voice for the local
community.”
The Greens campaign also argued for
implementing clean energy initiatives and
a range of other progressive social justice
reforms including reforms to the Bail Act
to reduce rates of juvenile detention, and
support for same-sex marriage.
Despite the win, Mr Parker expressed
concern for what a Liberal-dominated
parliament will mean for NSW. “With
the right so dominant, some of the more
progressive reforms we were wanting to
introduce such as taking abortion out of
the criminal code, will be very difficult,”
he said.
“Our fear is we’ll see what we’ve seen
in Victoria, which took a huge fight from
teachers and workers to push back attacks
on education and working conditions,” he
added. “It will be hard work but we are
optimistic, and that’s why we are involved
S
in politics.”
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The youth of today

Dreams for tomorrow

Youth of today is a regular article
on local youth and related issues
kindly sponsored by: Appetite Cafe,
82 Regent St, Redfern, Tel 9699 4069
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cafe : redfern

Dulwich High School Social Justice Group. Photo: Ali Blogg

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

The Social Justice Group at Dulwich
High School of Visual Arts and Design was
initiated by one of the school’s teachers,
Carl Noonan. Its members gather over the
lunch hour each Monday and discuss issues
and plan action together. The SSH thought
it would be interesting to know how each

member of the group would describe the
particular dream she or he had for the future
of the world. This is how each one responded.
Hilary Wilson longs for a world “where you
see the difference that you make”. Obviously
she knows how hard it is to keep on working
for change if nothing seems to happen.
Brook McDonald dreams of a world

“where young people don’t have to worry
about the state of ecology when they grow
up”. She recognises that, if nothing is done,
they will inherit a struggling planet.
Isabella Martin would love to see “good
health and equality among humans”. She
knows that prevailing good health would
be one clear sign that equality exists.
Ella Judd wants “equal standards of living

for everyone, no matter where they live”. She
can see the gross inequities that exist now.
Alexandra Briscoe dreams of “a world that
relies on renewable energy sources”. Maybe,
inch by inch, that could be achieved?
Kiora Pillay longs for “an open community
that doesn’t have fear”. She sees how much
damage fear does to attitudes and relationships.
Ally Grasso imagines “a world where there
is no rubbish and the environment lives
untouched”. She obviously sees beyond the
disappearance of rubbish into pick-up trucks!
Iliana Oakes would like the world to be “a
big family home where people live together
like neighbours” – a beautiful image!
Chloe Redding is working for “a world
where all life is valued” – be it all living
creatures, nature itself or human beings.
Billie Schwab Dunn is looking for a
world where there is gender equality
everywhere, “not just in developed nations”.
We have a way to go on that one!
Grace Davidson Lynch wishes that
“people would care more about climate
change and stop thinking about how much
it would cost”. She recognises that to save
the environment will be worth the cost.
Tara Wesson would like a future where
“people can experience the same marine life
as we do now” – another sort of equality!
Lucy Williams is committed to a country
where “Indigenous communities are not living
in poverty and have equal opportunities”. She
joins the dream of the first people of our land.
Owen Lawson believes that “for every
certain amount of work there should be an
equal reward”. That would be a good day!
Nicolas Dai wishes that “people would
stop complaining about stuff, that instead
they would understand more about issues
first and then act for change”. Maybe the
media could give a lead on that one!
SSH celebrates the dreams of these young
people. They surely do give hope for a renewed
and more just world. All strength to them! S

Support Independent

Media!

We’ve reached an important stage in planning for the
Abercrombie Precinct redevelopment and we want to
hear your views.
The overall plan has been specifically designed with the
neighbouring community in mind. Based on the concerns and
feedback we have already received, our architects have made a
number of modifications.

Aidez s’il
vous plaît!

Specific attention has been given to limiting impacts on adjoining sites, by reducing the scale
of buildings on Abercrombie Street, positioning taller buildings away from our neighbours,
providing a building scale on Abercrombie Street that corresponds with those opposite, ensuring
continued solar access to adjoining properties and maintaining key heritage principles of the
local Darlington area.
One of the benefits of our plan for a world class business school is that it will create new
green space and enhance the landscaping of the heritage streetscapes. Importantly it will also
strengthen the pedestrian and cycle network from Redfern station.
We are aware that parking is a key issue in the area, particularly at weekends. We undertook to
examine pricing options for our car parking and to look at ideas such as opening our car parks
on the weekends. This review is currently underway and we hope that initiatives such as this
may alleviate some parking pressures to local residents in the area.
The University’s application will soon go on display with the Department of Planning for a number
of weeks and you will be able to comment formally.
Please come along to an information session on the two proposed projects: the Abercrombie
Precinct redevelopment (the University of Sydney Business School) www.sydney.edu.au/
abercrombie_precinct
and the Sports and Aquatic Centre expansion project.
www.sydney.edu.au/facilities/projects/sac/expansion.shtml
Now is the time to have your say, on both projects. Your views are important to us.
Wednesday 13 April 2011
6pm at The Darlington Centre
174 City Road Darlington, NSW 2008
Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor
Community contact details
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523 Email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

we need your help!
The SSH is an independent
not-for-profit community
newspaper, produced mostly
by volunteers, published
monthly by the South Sydney
Uniting Church, distributed
without charge to 30,000
readers from Zetland
to Woolloomooloo.

We can’t do this
without you.

By mail:
PO Box 3288
Redfern NSW 2016

The SSH gratefully accepts
donations and in-kind support.

By electronic transfer:
BSB 062 231
ACCOUNT NO. 1021 8391

If you would like to make
a contribution you can do so,
anonymously if you wish.

Contact the Editor:
editor@ssh.com.au
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Joel Blacklock browses the New Releases table at Better Read Than Dead Photo: Andrew Collis

Booksellers read
signs of the times
Brendan Wong

The collapse of REDGroup Retail
and the closure of several Angus &
Robertson and Borders stores nationwide is raising concerns about the
future of bookstores.
Manager of Gleebooks in Glebe, David
Gaunt, described the current climate for
book selling as “hazardous”. “It is an
extremely difficult time,” he said. “The
way that you try to run bookshops may
not be as feasible as it was in an earlier
era.”
Mr Gaunt added that Gleebooks was
struggling financially as the store was
being forced to invest to adjust to changing
conditions. “I’m reasonably apprehensive
about where it goes from here because we
have to justify to ourselves the investment
in all of the things that we’ve been doing.”
Investments include running a website,
organising events, paying staff, carrying
stock, and paying the costs of overheads.
“It means you simply cannot compete
on the fundamental thing that people
are arguing about at the moment which
is price. That’s what we’re up against,”
he said.
Newtown’s Better Read Than Dead is
also facing a similar situation, according

to manager, Derek Dryden. “Whilst our
sales are contracting at the moment, our
costs are continuing to go up,” he said.
“The only thing we can do is to reduce
the hours of our staff, so instead of having
five people on the floor there might be
three people on the floor.”
Many blame the falling sales of
bookstores on the popularity of online
retailers, such as the UK-based Book
Depository, which are able to bypass the
typical requirements of their physical
counterparts.
“Online bookstores don’t stock books;
they simply order books on your behalf
and have them shipped from a third
point,” Mr Gaunt explained. “They don’t
need to have nice looking accessible
bookstores, they don’t need to have lots
of customer service staff, they don’t need
to hold stock and promote and market it
in a way physical bookstores do.”
Sydney-based editor and blogger (The
Smell of Books), Joel Blacklock, said
that traditional bookstores must adapt to
the current climate. “They will have to
modernise and embrace new technology
and the ways new technology is affecting
how people read, and how people
discover new books.”
Gleebooks and Better Read Than Dead
have already developed a strong online

presence. The latter recently launched
a new website allowing customers to
purchase books online at discounted
prices. “We can’t compete with Amazon,
we can’t compete with Book Depository,
but we can show our customers that we
are in the game,” Mr Dryden said.
Mr Gaunt conceded it was difficult to be
both a physical and an online bookstore
at the same time. “The expectation of
online customers is that the books will be
cheaper for obvious reasons … We can’t
compete price-wise [with online retailers].
More importantly, I think it’s difficult to
justify to the general public why there’s
a price discrepancy.”
Despite the uncertain outlook for
booksellers, it is clear bookstores still
have much to offer to the public.
According to Mr Blacklock, bookstores
need to enhance the services they have
traditionally brought to their customers.
“Bookstores that want to survive need to
emphasise creating a welcoming, warm
environment for customers to explore and
find new books, which includes having
knowledgeable staff, a great range and a
beautiful store. Luckily, many of the book
stores in Australia, especially independent
stores, are already doing this.”
For Mr Dryden, it is a matter of staying
close to customers and knowing what
they want. “We have to give them an
experience in the store that they can’t
get online,” he said.
Mr Dryden is concerned, however, that
his bookstore is becoming a showroom
for customers. “People will come in here,
find the book they want and then go and
buy it online. We’re finding customers
doing that almost every day. If I catch
someone doing that, I’ll discourage them
from doing it and try to explain to them
that if they just use us as a resource, we
won’t be here in a year’s time. There’ll
be nowhere for them to go to get that
information they need.”
Mr Gaunt said it was a two-way street
and the reading public had to be prepared
to financially support physical bookstores
– in particular, independent shops that
have played a major role in discovering
new authors and sponsoring community
events. “All of those things won’t be there
if people are going to browse, either online
or in particular shops, but buy elsewhere,”
Mr Gaunt said.
Mr Dryden added: “I feel that we’ve
supported our local community for many
years; it’s time they gave it back.” When
describing the importance of physical
bookstores, he quoted the author Elliot
Perlman: “The guidance of a cultured
human being will always beat the click
S
of a mouse.”

Alexandrians take action
Desley Haas

ALEXANDRIA: Under the auspices
of REDWatch and South Sydney
Community Aid, about 50 residents of
Alexandria and surrounds have met to
form a community group to be called
Alexandria Residents Action Group
(ARAG).
The community has been put under
pressure by the development of the
Australian Technology Park (ATP).
The community of Alexandria sees the
proposed developments of an enormous
housing complex at Ashmore Estate and
the doubling of the population of Redfern
Waterloo under the Built Environment
Plan 2 (BEP2) as the last straws that will
make living conditions in the formerly
peaceful neighbourhood unbearable.
The ATP employs a large number of
people who prefer to take advantage of
the free parking in the narrow streets of
Alexandria while they work. Community
workers such as community health
workers, home care staff etc., have great
difficulty finding spaces in which to park
and tradespersons are now refusing to
come to Alexandria because they lose so
much time searching for a park.

Politicians and planners claimed that
workers in the Technology Park would
use public transport, especially after the
upgrade of Redfern Railway Station. They
have been proven wrong. The upgrade
never happened. In spite of Redfern,
Alexandria and Waterloo being in Kristina
Keneally’s electorate, the fact is there are
no lifts in Redfern or Erskineville stations.
This creates more access and transport
difficulties for local residents.
Among other items of concern were
the signage and lights from tall buildings
in the ATP, mainly from the Channel 7
building, which impinge on the sleep of a
number of residents. Noise generated from
the ATP, in the mornings in particular, was
also discussed at the meeting.
The absence of bus services to the area
after 6pm (308) and 8pm (370) causes
hardship for people who do not drive or
who do not want to drive. Even though
residents are on the fringe of the city it
is very difficult to avail themselves of
the amenities of the city in the evenings
because of the problems with transport.
Access to bus stops, for example, with the
bus stops of the 370 in McEvoy Street near
Fountain Street, is frequently dangerous
because of the lack of pedestrian crossings.
Traffic lights in front of the ATP do not

allow sufficient time for the pedestrians to
cross Henderson Road, endangering both
children and the elderly (the RTA has an
office in the ATP!).
The traffic that will be generated by
the Ashmore Estate is causing anxiety.
The developer has turned to the State
Government for approval after Sydney
City Council suggested modifications in
the size of the project. There is an absence
of infrastructure to support a dense
residential development – two schools
have already been lost from the area.
The new community group formed
several working committees to look at the
concerns listed above. To include older
residents who are not comfortable going
out to meetings in the evening and those
with family commitments the ARAG will
look at holding occasional meetings on
the weekend.
Geoff Turnbull from REDWatch
and Brett Mason from Friends of
Erskineville shared their experience
in setting up neighbourhood groups.
This was a valuable contribution to
the meeting and has set the ARAG
on its way to becoming an effective
community group which can lobby for
the preservation of its lifestyle and the
S
safety of its residents.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Tanya Plibersek MP
Member for Sydney

The Way Forward
on Climate Change
Australians will always approach politics with a
healthy dose of scepticism. Action on climate
change, however, is currently in danger of being
wrecked by an overdose of opportunism from
the Leader of the Opposition Tony Abbott.
Moving forward on climate change means getting
back to the important policy issue at stake.
Climate change is real. Taking action is the
right thing to do.
Professor Will Steffen from ANU summarised
the scientific state of play to the newly formed
Gillard Government in 2010: a 100 per cent
certainty that the earth is warming and a 95
per cent certainty that human emissions of
greenhouse gases are the main cause. Australia
is the worst per head carbon emitter in the
developed world and should follow the lead of
the 32 countries and ten US states that have
already introduced emissions trading schemes.
Even China is moving toward carbon trading as
the “lowest cost” solution.
A price on carbon is the best way forward
to tackle dangerous climate change.
Federal Labor want the 1000 biggest polluting
companies to pay for each tonne of carbon
pollution they produce. The Federal Opposition
want to use your taxes to subsidise big polluters
to reduce emissions.
The Government will use every cent raised to:
1. Assist families with household bills;
2. Help businesses make the transition to a clean
energy economy; and
3. Tackle climate change and invest in a clean
energy future. A clean energy future isn’t
dependent on fossil fuels and uses our
abundance of natural resources like wind, gas
and sunlight to secure our energy needs.
Climate change is too important an issue to leave
to insults and slogans. I look forward to earning
your support for the Government’s plans in the
coming months.

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP, Labor Member for Sydney
150 Broadway, Broadway NSW 2007
T 9379 0700 F 9379 0701 | Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au
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$2m boost for
Pemulwuy

Saving Green
Bans Parks
revisited

SSH

REDFERN: The NSW Government has
committed $2 million to redevelop
and revitalise the Block – creating 62
homes and providing 9,000 metres
of commercial, community and
cultural space.

Jim Piotrowski

The announcement was met with
excitement. The revitalisation of the
Block (the Pemulwuy Project) will
create 300 jobs. This includes 200 in
construction and another 100 ongoing
jobs once the project is completed.
On March 10, former Premier Kristina
Keneally announced the funding during
a visit to Redfern with Member for
Marrickville, Carmel Tebbutt. The
funding was approved by Cabinet before
March 4 – in line with the Government’s
caretaker conventions.
“For many years, the Block has played
an important role in the local community
as well as the wider Indigenous
community,” Ms Keneally said. “Its

The parks, on the corner of Erskineville
Road and Albert Street, were handed over
to South Sydney Council in 1996 after a
four-year campaign.
In 1992 the State Liberal Government
abandoned plans for the widening of
Erskineville Road and commenced the
sell-off of land that had been acquired
by the Roads and Transport Authority,
including the Erskineville parks.
Erskineville had less green space than
any other suburb in Australia, and not
surprisingly, the local community didn’t
want to lose what it had.
Ignoring the pleas of residents, the State
Government listed the parks for auction.
Scores of Save the Parks activists attended
the auction and made it clear that anyone
who bought the land was buying trouble.
“Every brick that gets laid during the day
will be pulled down during the night!”
was a memorable threat.
This first action was successful and
there were no bidders at the auction. But
as it turned out there was still a long way
to go.
It’s difficult to maintain a prolonged
campaign; people leave the area, get
burnt out, give up, get bored and move
on. So one of the notable things about
the Erskineville Save the Parks campaign
was that the supporters managed to hang
in there, mainly because, whenever key
people got a little jaded, new people
would get involved with refreshing energy
and ideas.
A key element of the eventual victory
was the support of the Construction
division of the CFMEU. The Union
imposed a Green Ban on the site and
told the Save the Parks Committee that
it had their support as long as it could
demonstrate community support.
The Save the Parks Committee worked
to keep the campaign alive by organising
regular activities, including rallies,
barbecues, old-style fairs, trash-andtreasure sales and various media stunts.
Some of the media stunts were more
successful than others, such as the Last
Supper in the Parks. The St Vincent de
Paul Society was a potential buyer of the
land and made an offer to build on one
of the parks and leave the other park
in place. But the committee was not
prepared to make compromises. At Easter
it planted hundreds of white crosses in the
parks, dressed up as Jesus of Erskineville
and the disciples, put on its version of a
Passion play and had a barbecue. The
event got coverage in the local media
but also managed to offend quite a few
residents. Oh well, it seemed like a good
idea at the time!
The aim was to keep people involved
and enable the community to demonstrate
its support beyond letter writing and
lobbying meetings. Not to say the
lobbying wasn’t important, indeed it
gained the commitment from the local
Labor MP, that if Labor won the 1995 state
election, it would hand the parks over to
the Council as parkland.
Labor did win that election and fulfilled
its commitment a few months later.
It was a well-deserved victory and
became part of the proud tradition of
community activism in the area – a
tradition which includes the anti-eviction
struggles of the Great Depression, road
closure protests of the 1980s and the
successful campaign to retain McCarthy
Square and a post office in Erskineville.
It’s good to see the spirit of that
tradition continue, with the recent
campaign to save Linthorpe Street and
the ongoing activities of groups such as
S
the Friends of Erskineville.

ERSKINEVILLE: In true Erskineville spirit,
the community came together recently
to celebrate the 15th anniversary of the
saving of Green Bans Parks.

Mickey Mundine and Kristina Keneally MP on the Block Photo: Ali Blogg

renewal and redevelopment will ensure
that it continues to play just as important
a role in the future.”
The $2 million grant will allow
the Aboriginal Housing Company to

complete the Development Application
process and demolish all remaining
properties on the Block. The DA and
demolition process is part of the
$60 million project to create a new

residential, commercial and cultural
precinct for the Redfern community.
“While this project is still in the early
stages, it is exciting to see it move
S
forward,” Ms Tebbutt said. 

University accused of patronising residents
Kate Williamson

DARLINGTON: The SSH offered the
University of Sydney opportunity to
respond to an article published in
December looking at the Abercrombie
Street Upgrade Project. The proposed
site is a large block situated amongst
the residential area of Darlington near
Darlington Public School and facing
residential housing.
In its response, Colin Rockiff, Director,
Campus Infrastructure and Services
for Sydney University, said that the
design would reflect the amenity of its
local community. “Specific attention
has been given to limiting impacts on
adjoining sites, by reducing the scale
of buildings on Abercrombie Street,
positioning taller buildings away from
our neighbours, providing a building scale
on Abercrombie Street that corresponds
with those opposite, ensuring continued
solar access to adjoining properties and
maintaining key heritage principles of the
local Darlington area,” Mr Rockiff said.
Darlington resident, Tim Brunero,
expresses grave concerns about the
development; concerns shared by other
residents who recently formed an action
group to take on the issue. Mr Brunero
said: “Residents are concerned that
they are being surrounded. People are
really upset. What is proposed is an
incredible amount of development that
could radically change the nature of
the suburb.”
Mr Brunero and many members of the
community feel their issues have not been

Parents supervise crossing on Abercrombie Street

given proper attention by the University’s
community liaison personnel, who have
been “patronising in their approach”. This
has prompted the Darlington community
to form a committee and seek an official
meeting with the Vice-Chancellor,
Dr Michael Spence.
In November last year, a community
information session took place and
residents were given the opportunity to
raise concerns regarding increased traffic
and parking. The University told the
SSH that it is currently reviewing pricing
options for car parking stations and will

Photo: Ali Blogg

consider opening car parks on weekends.
Mr Brunero believes the University’s
attitude towards possible traffic problems
is a testimony to its lack of respect
for local residents. He said: “When
challenged on the issue they make glib
statements such as ‘we encourage the
use of sustainable modes of transport
including cycling’. This means nothing
and is an insult to our intelligence.”
Residents with young children are
already concerned at the volume and the
speed of traffic that poses excessive risk
when crossing the street. Darlington Public

School is located on the corner of Golden
Grove and Abercrombie Street. Residents
and staff at the school have raised concerns
with Council and the RTA that many cars
approach the pedestrian crossing at the
school’s entrance at dangerous speeds.
To date the school is yet to have any
response from Council or the RTA with
respect to their suggestions for traffic
calming. Meanwhile, plans for increased
development in the area are in full swing,
without genuine community consultation
for those who are not transiting but call
S
the area their home.

A significant day for an important cause
Nina Young

On Saturday, March 12, 2000
women (and some male supporters)
gathered to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of International Women’s
Day and to join together to march for
equality. This was a bigger turnout
than in recent years, probably due to
the significance of the anniversary.
International Women’s Day is
celebrated every year on March 8,
beginning as a national event in North
America in 1909. By 1911 it was a
globally recognised celebration of the
accomplishments of women, wherever
they live.
The first Australian International
Women’s Day rally took place in the

Sydney Domain on March 25, 1928. It
was organised by the Militant Women’s
Movement and called for equal pay
for equal work. Over 80 years later
the pay gap between men and women
nationally still averages about 18 per
cent, so it should be no surprise that
the organisers of this year’s rally chose
to go with the same theme: “Equal pay
and big changes, not small changes.”
Megan Celement-Couzner, from the
International Woman’s Day Collective,
described the goals of the event.
“Today we were hoping to achieve
some re-inspiration for the feminist
movement; we were also hoping to
send a strong message to the NSW
parliament that no matter who is
elected on March 26, they had better
fund equal pay. There will be a strong,

active feminist movement that will be
holding them to account on this issue.”
There has been some progress made
over the past couple of decades in
closing the pay gap between men and
women, but it has been a slow and
difficult journey. It is clear that women
still have a lot of battles left to fight
and win, so why aren’t younger women
more keen to join in the fight?
Lyndall Butler, 20, is the Women’s
Officer at the University of Technology,
Sydney. She had this to say about why
feminism seems to have dropped out
of fashion for Generation Y. “I think
feminism has a bad image. People have
this view that feminists are angry, manhating women; whereas feminism is
about believing in equality. About a
year ago, I wouldn’t have considered

myself a feminist. I thought there was
no need for it and I didn’t understand
what feminism was. I thought it was
about women wanting to be better than
men, but that’s not what it’s about; it’s
really just about equality.”
The Equal Pay Alliance recently
launched an important national
Equal Pay Campaign in Canberra,
which includes supporting a test case
to secure fairer pay rates for social
and community sector workers. If
successful, it would mean that people
working in these female-dominated
industries will earn an equal wage to
a similarly qualified person working
in a male-dominated industry, and
will hopefully be the beginning of big
changes in Australia in the area of
S
equal pay. 
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Closure rumours
returned to sender
local community. Residents use the
post office to pay bills, for banking
transactions, purchasing stationery
or for car insurance. Local businesses
depend on its services to send and
receive mail, deliver parcels, make
payments and for business banking”.
The Communications Advisor for
Australia Post has firmly refuted the
rumour, stating, “At this stage there
are no plans to close Redfern post
office”. This response has left locals
wondering whether Australia Post is
planning a closure of the post office
at some stage in the future.
“The Business Chambers will
oppose any plans to close down
or shift the post office’s current
location away from the main street.
It’s a vital community service and we
will fight to keep it open,” reiterates
S
Ms Pidcock. 

Patricia Tellis

REDFERN: Australia Post is back in
the news. First it was the impending
closure of the Glebe post office and
now there is a rumour that Australia
Post is considering the closure of the
post office on Redfern Street.

Looking along Abercrombie Street, Darlington Photo: Ali Blogg

Poor cousin Darlington
possible, often resulting in parking fines.
Most shop owners believe that council
rates should cover at least one car park
per business. Irene Doutney, Greens
Councillor for the City of Sydney, agrees
that parking is a real problem. She says,
“The growing philosophy of the Council
is to minimise parking and cars coming
into the city to promote alternative
means of commuting.”
According to Independent Councillor
John McInerney, there is little hope
for solving this problem. He says,
“Unrestricted parking for business
employees is available just one block
away in Wilson Street.”
Geoff Turnbull, spokesperson for
REDWatch action group, says that
the logistical problems the business
community faces due to insufficient
parking systems need to be addressed.
Giovanni Tanoko, from Saucepan
Café & Restaurant, suggests a variety
of improvements to enhance the
attractiveness of the street. “Think about
Erskineville Road where the Council
has managed to create a warm village

Melanie Fiedler

DARLINGTON: The Abercrombie Street
district between Lawson and Shepherd
streets stands out with its colourful
range of cafes and eateries, and
swarms of students passing daily, to
and from Sydney University. A busy
street, however, is not enough for
local shops to succeed, and according
to several shop owners the Council
could do much to improve local trade.
Most shop owners believe the
cleanliness along the street is less
than adequate. While bins are emptied
regularly they are not cleaned properly,
causing unpleasant smells. Others add
that the street and footpaths should
not only be swept more often, but also
scrubbed thoroughly. More bicycle racks
are needed to meet the demand of a
growing number of cyclists.
All shop owners agree there is an
acute lack of parking. Moving a car
every one or two hours during trading
is inconvenient, and at times not

atmosphere,” he says. “I believe that we
could apply some of those concepts in
our street. The pace of the thoroughfare
traffic should be slowed down and we
could have a pedestrian crossing. This
would facilitate mobility between both
sides of the street and create a round
rather than linear environment. I would
even rethink the lights themselves, which
cause a lot of tension. A roundabout
could be a more suitable alternative.” Mr
Tanoko also says that more colours need
to be added to the overall streetscape
through flower features and bushes. “It
is all about creating an inviting space
where people want to stop, relax and
explore.”
Mr Prasitsarpreecha from Light
Thai Cuisine agrees with Mr Tanoko’s
suggestion to create a more pleasant
atmosphere by adding flora. He finds
Glebe Point Road, where flowerpots are
attached to street poles, to be a good
example of such improvement.
Mr Prasitsarpreecha’s greatest
concern, however, is the lack of adequate
street lighting after sunset. “If you look

The Redfern post office was first
established in 1856. It was associated
with the early development of the
Redfern municipality and reflected the
rapid population growth of the area
during the latter part of the nineteenth
century. The post office has been the
centre of communications for the local
community for over a century.
According to Mary Lynne Pidcock,
President of the South Sydney
Business Chambers, “The Redfern
post office is an integral part of the

at the shop district along King Street you
find good footpath lighting, whereas our
street is too dark at night. This is not only
a problem of visibility but also security.
We are only a small area of shops and
I have the impression that the Council
does not take us as seriously as higher
profile precincts like Newtown or Glebe.”
Cr Doutney says it is erroneous to
compare Darlington with a main road
like King Street in Newtown. She says:
“One has to be realistic. Erskineville Road
is thriving because of its strong resident
action whereas socio-economic problems
around Darlington have stopped things
from going ahead there. Darlington is
moving forward [however], and I am
committed to lobby for the concerns
of local shop owners. The best way is
for shop owners to contact me directly
with a concrete list of issues I can follow
up on.”
Cr McInerney confirms that the budget

for an upgrade of the Darlington shops
has been approved with “constructions
to begin hopefully next year”. He is
optimistic about improving the visual
quality of the street through “footpath
extensions, a traffic island and flower
features”, adding that, “Erskineville Road
is very successful and we would like to
achieve a similar thing in Darlington”.
A Council spokesperson indicated that
there were plans to improve lighting as
well as the recently announced Shopfront
Improvement Matching Grant program. It
is stated that the “grant may help cover
costs for new security alarms, window
laminating or double glazing, as well as
shopfront painting and decoration” and
that Darlington is an “important area
within the City of Sydney”. The upgrade
will happen within the context of a “new
Redfern brand campaign” which “aims
to support the area as a destination that
S
is welcoming and vibrant”. 

Come along to an information session on our two
proposed Darlington Campus projects: the Abercrombie
Precinct redevelopment (the University of Sydney
Business School) and the Sports and Aquatic Centre
expansion project.
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Our architects have made a number of modifications
to the Abercrombie Precinct proposal, based on the
concerns and feedback we have already received. The
Department of Planning will be exhibiting the project by
mid April.
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Your views are important to us.
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Director, Campus Infrastructure and Services
The University of Sydney
There will also be an informal discussion with University
representatives, design architects and consultants.
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t 9351 4614
e joanna.linehan@sydney.edu.au
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Local hero a critic of government
Brendan Wong

REDFERN: Former Executive Officer
of the Redfern Legal Centre, Helen
Campbell, has been recognised in this
year’s Australia Day Honours for her
long-time commitment to community
issues and social justice in Redfern.
She received the Medal of the Order of
Australia, an acknowledgement of an
individual’s outstanding achievement
and service.
While she is proud to be honoured,
Ms Campbell says she was surprised to
receive an award from the government.
“I always thought these awards went to
people who are rather more conservative
than me and … a lot of what I do in
representing disadvantaged people is
saying to the government, ‘I think you
could do better’. It’s almost like I’m a bit
of a critic really.”
From 2002 until April last year, Ms
Campbell worked as the Executive Officer
of the Redfern Legal Centre. “I think it’s
been such a great privilege to be running
the Redfern Legal Centre and to be able to
stand with that community when it needs
to defend itself,” she says.
Ms Campbell represented the Redfern
community on the Redfern-Waterloo
Authority at a time when it was proposing
the amalgamations of services in the area.
“It wasn’t really appropriate because
different services meet different kinds
of needs and to be able to have choice
of what service you want to go to, and
to have a diversity of services is really
important and there wasn’t [at the time].”
Ms Campbell also represented
Aboriginal people in the Coroner’s Inquiry

Helen Campbell Photo: Ali Blogg

following the incident with TJ Hickey
and the subsequent riots in 2004. “These
communities were really made out like
they were all criminals,” she says. “Rather,
they were the victims of very poor quality
service.”
Through her work, Ms Campbell sought
to improve hostile relations between
community members and the police, and
to establish trust between them.
“I was trying to make the police realise
the standards of behaviour that were
expected of them, and that we would take
action on behalf of people who had been
affected by adverse police actions, but at
the same time, we wanted to show that
everyone had an investment in living in a
safe community. We didn’t want to create
a no-go zone.”
“We’ve all got to work towards having
a positive approach to creating and
maintaining effective relationships.”
Ms Campbell says relations have
improved, as the declining crime rate
shows. She is proud of the initiatives the
Centre has implemented; in particular, the
work involving domestic violence.

“We have much better police responses
to domestic violence and we have been
able to provide the Redfern Legal Centre
with specialist Aboriginal staff to help
women who want to make a complaint,
and also a police Aboriginal liaison
staff. I think those things have made a
difference.”
For more than two decades, Ms
Campbell has worked in many roles
for organisations that support the
disadvantaged. She says her motivation
has been to address issues where she feels
situations are unfair.
“Prejudice does operate to disadvantage
people and we ought to be able to live in a
society where people are able to do their
best and not have all these barriers, and
I think we live in a society where some
people get a lot of benefits and others are
not able to.”
Ms Campbell currently works as an
Executive Officer at the Women’s Legal
Services, which offers assistance to
women in the areas of domestic violence,
sexual assault and family law.
“We do a lot of law reform campaigning
and we do a lot of community education
so we do a lot of empowering of women
to assert their own rights. It’s a new
experience for me because this is a statewide specialist service whereas Redfern is
a locally-based general service.”
Ms Campbell says she enjoyed her time
working in Redfern and commends the
community for being welcoming.
“The clients are so courageous to
be able to come from a disadvantaged
situation and decide to take action to
defend their rights – it is really impressive.
I think Redfern should share in the honour
S
[of my award].” 

Keeping kids out of detention

Kristina
Keneally MP
MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON

I would like to thank the residents of Heffron
for returning me as their representative in
NSW Parliament.
Heffron is a remarkable electorate. Stretching
from Redfern in the North to Mascot in the
South, from Tempe in the West to Kensington
and Kingsford in the East, Heffron is a diverse,
active community. I am constantly inspired
by our community, its residents and its
community leaders.
Over the past four years we have achieved a
lot together. Our community has three new
Metrobus services, cheaper train fares at
Mascot and Green Square Stations, a new
Health Centre in Redfern and record funding
for health and public education. I am proud

Andrew Collis

of what has been achieved over the past

On Saturday March 19, the South
Sydney Herald and South Sydney
Uniting Church hosted a forum, the
third in a series, on juvenile justice
reform.
In the context of what appears to
be bipartisan openness to reform (an
acknowledgement that current policies
are failing – cost ineffective and grossly
inadequate to the task of protecting/
rehabilitating young people), panellists
discussed opportunities for progress.
News that an O’Farrell government
would commit to a review of the Bail
Act, and in particular Section 22A which
limits the number of bail applications
available to a young person, was met
with optimism.
MC Julie McCrossin recalled a past
visit to a juvenile detention centre and
interviews she conducted with detainees.
“When you get out of this place to whom
will you turn for support?” she recalled
asking. Overwhelmingly, the response
given was: “To Mum.”
Local musician (the Black Turtles) and
mariner (Tribal Warrior Association),
Tim Grey, one of four panellists, could
relate to this. He remembered the painful
loss of his foster mother, experiences of
disorientation and incarceration, and a
turning to his grandmother for support.
Joseph Correy, journalist and lawyer,
nodded in agreement. He, too, was very
close to his grandmother. Mr Correy’s
own mother, Di Everingham, was in
attendance and recalled opportunities
to extend hospitality to young people
in the neighbourhood. “Some of the
kids had bad experiences of authority,”
she said. “They might get themselves
in trouble for minor property offenses,
then things get worse.” Ms Everingham
now volunteers with teachers at the
Exodus Foundation’s school for literacy
in Redfern.
“Kids are kids,” Mr Correy said.
“With support, with good teachers and

ADVERTISEMENT

four years, but there is always more work to
be done.
It is humbling to be returned as the
representative for the Heffron community.
Panellists Tim Grey, Joseph Correy, Julie McCrossin (MC), Karen Bevan and George Dieter Photo: Andrew Collis

mentors, most kids mature out of it.”
Psychologist, George Dieter, suggested
that mother-love points to one’s
whole existence – life in all its messy
complexity. “There’s no one answer to
the question of fixing the juvenile justice
system,” he said. The solution, however,
will entail attending to the whole person
– starting, he said, “with the baby in the
womb”. In other words, the solution will
move away from punishing young people
enduring anxiety, addictions and abuse,
and towards custody as an opportunity
for care and growth.
Mr Dieter, author of Creating
Criminals Without Even Trying, believes
a juvenile justice centre can be a place
of “consistency” and what he called
“active” security – examples include
sports and the arts: “Whatever fosters
an identity that is an alternative to a
criminal identity,” he said.
Karen Bevan of UnitingCare (whose
report, “20 Steps for Safe Children,
Strong Families, Inclusive Communities
in a Just Society” is available online) said
afterwards that she learned a lot from the
forum, in particular from the wisdom of
Tim Grey who said that a turning point
for him was having juvenile justice
officers ask him why he’d engaged in
anti-social and criminal behaviour. They
then listened to all he’d experienced
and encouraged him to find a voice as
a musician.
Joseph Correy added that giving

young people a voice is important so
long as the importance of community
listening is stressed. We are all called,
that is, in various and appropriate
ways to “mother” young people in our
neighbourhoods. It’s an ongoing process
but a particularly intense process for
vulnerable teens.
Eamon Waterford, Policy Officer with
UnitingCare, shared a personal passion
and hope for change. “There are fantastic
solutions,” he said, praising the efforts
of youth workers, chaplains, schools
and the police. “Solutions can be right,
sensible, cheap and accessible.”
Mr Waterford is keen to maintain
momentum established over three
forums, and will work towards a
meeting with key ministers in the
new state government, such as Greg
Smith (Attorney General), Mike Baird
(Treasury), Pru Goward (Community
S e r v i c e s ) a n d M i ke G a l l a c h e r
(Police), with a delegation including
representatives from UnitingCare and
the community (ideally including those
– community and church members – not
traditionally engaged in advocacy). “The
forums have presented us with a real
opportunity to build pressure and public
consensus,” he said.
Heather Robinson, Chairperson of
South Sydney Uniting Church, presented
panellists with gifts of appreciation. Each
received an original work by participants
of Saturday art classes at the Church. S

I look forward to working for our community
over the coming years.
Should you ever require any assistance with
any state issue, please do not hesitate to
contact my office on 9699 8166.
I am happy to help.
Yours sincerely,
Kristina Keneally
Member for Heffron

Kristina Keneally MP
Member for Heffron
Phone: 0487 336 021
Email: heffron@alp.com.au
Mail: PO Box 7104, Alexandria NSW 2015
Address: Shop A, 1 Shirley Street Alexandria, NSW 2015
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Solidarity with people power protests
Rebecca LeMay

tripod cafe
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington
Ph: 9698 8677 Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

Pepsee
CUT & COLOUR H A IRSA LON

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available
276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008
Mobile: 0403 110 832

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure
Psychology
Urban Nature wellbeing centre
216 enmore rd (cnr edgeware Rd)
enmore nsw 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

Sydney Central
Panel Beaters
Lic. No.: 18843

154-156 Regent St, Redfern
Ph: 9319 6044
Fax: 9319 2223
sydneycentralpanelbeat@smartchat.net.au
Insurance - Private - Fleet work
Fleet Card Accepted
Courtesy cars – All work guaranteed

As people power continues to roll
through the Middle East, Sydneysiders
have come out in support of demands
for political, social and economic justice.
Nour Tarraf, a spokesperson for the
Committee in Solidarity with Middle East
People’s Power (CSMPP), the group that
has organised a number of rallies, says,
“It’s important we show our solidarity
with the movements in the Middle East
and hold our governments to account
for their actions”.
Mr Tarraf believes the coming months
will be crucial as new governments are
formed in Egypt and events play out in
Libya and Bahrain. “We do not want to
end up with the same corrupt regimes in
20 years time,” he said.
Western countries, including Australia,
were long-term allies of Hosni Murbarak’s
regime, in large part due to the so-called
“Peace Deal” with Israel. The British and
US governments have also been criticised
by human rights organisations over the
licensing of arms sales to Libya and
Bahrain and last month they were forced
to revoke 50 of these licenses.
In Bahrain, the US’s failure to condemn
the deployment of Saudi troops who
violated human rights conventions by
killing protesters and attacking medical
facilities is unsurprising, given Bahrain’s
strategic importance to the US as the host
of the US fifth naval fleet. The US Defence
Secretary, Robert Gates, met with Bahrain’s
Khalifa monarchs two days before the
Saudis launched their attack commenting
approvingly of the regime, saying, “I am
convinced they both are serious about real
reform”.
Pentagon spokesperson, Colonel
David Lapan, stated the US had been
“informed” of but not “consulted” about

Democracy for the Middle East Photo: Ali Blogg

the Saudi deployment. But the idea that
Mr Gate’s discussions did not extend
the Saudi deployment would defy logic,
given that Saudi Arabia was a recipient of
$US67 billion for 84 F-15 jets, 70 Apache
gunships, 72 Black Hawk helicopters,
36 light helicopters and thousands of
laser-guided smart bombs, in a move to
confront Iranian firepower – the largest
weapons deal in US history according to
the Financial Times.
On the matter of the No-Fly Zone, it is
these very states – Bahrain, Kuwait, UAE,
Jordan, Qatar and Saudi Arabia, the US and
NATO – who will be called on to enforce
its activities. With their track record in
mind, it would be wise to be vigilant as to
whether these activities will be carried out
in the interests of protesters and opposition
groups, many of whom are critical of the
US’s role in maintaining the power of the
very despots they are struggling to extract.
In Egypt, too, there are worrying signs
that the military will not relinquish power
easily. Since the fall of Murbarak, the army
has used force to clear protesters from the
square and has attempted to impose a ban
on strikes. Mr Tarraf said, “The army needs

to fulfill its promise to hand over power
to a civilian government. We do not want
more regime cronies so the revolution
needs to keep up its momentum.”
Jim Casey, State Secretary of NSW
Fire Brigades Union who addressed
the rally, reiterated calls by the ACTU
for the Australian people, their union
members and the Australian Government
to show their support for people in the
Middle East, where social and economic
inequalities have been exacerbated by
years repression and the imposition of IMF
austerity measures. “The army controls
many of the state-owned companies
and has vested interests in maintaining
that control, so there is a need to keep
organising the movement for social change,
but particularly to emphasise the role of
S
the organised labour.” 
The solidarity group has been holding
demonstrations in the city since the
uprising in Tahir Square. Organisers say
they will continue to hold meetings and
demonstrations as long as the movement
needs it. For more information, contact
Nour: 0415 579 861 or Mark: 0422 078 376

Off-leash canines on campus
Nicholas McCallum

DARLINGTON: The adage “Good fences
make good neighbours” has long
appealed to Darlington residents and
neighbouring behemoth, Sydney
University. But recently there has been
greater effort to overcome animosity on
both sides, culminating in improved
communication and consultation
between the parties, particularly in
relation to development proposals and
access to the campus.
At a community forum involving
Darlington residents and members of the
University’s administration in mid-2010, the
new Vice-Chancellor, Dr Michael Spence,
admitted that neighbours on the southern
side had been somewhat neglected in
relation to community liaisons. And one
recent issue with the potential to become
a real dog of a problem has been resolved.
After staff and students were attacked
by dogs within University grounds,
the administration implemented a ban
enforcing all dogs to be kept on leashes at
all times. But after a concerted effort from
Darlington’s dog walkers, the University
provided a Dog Exercise Area nuzzled in
between the buildings of the Engineering
Department. In the designated area dogs
are allowed off leashes from 6pm to 7am
and all weekend.
Spokesperson for the University’s
Campus Infrastructure & Services, Joanna
Lumby, suggested the ban had always
been in place but never enforced. And
whilst it was “specific dogs” that the ban
was referring to, a total ban had to be
maintained for safety reasons. “We have
got to keep people safe on campus, which
is staff and students,” Ms Lumby said. She
added that Darlington dog owners were
not necessarily connected to the serious
incidents involving dogs on campus.

Straining at the leash Photo: Ali Blogg

Local dog walkers expressed their
concerns at a forum concerned with
the redevelopment underway at the
Abercrombie Street precinct. Not being an
agenda item, the dogs on leashes issue was
deferred to a special meeting. An agreeable
outcome was subsequently reached, and a
three-month trial of the Dog Exercise Area
commenced.
Darlington resident and dog walker, Scott
Bryant, praised Sydney University’s effort to
accommodate neighbours and their fourlegged friends. “We prepared a negotiation
that we could use the grounds when the
Uni was less populated,” Mr Bryant said.
The constructive outcome regarding
canines on campus will only encourage
mutually beneficial dialogue in coming
years, particularly as expansion plans begin
to materialise. “I think [the University] are
becoming a lot better”, Mr Bryant said,
though he still harbours concerns over dayto-day activities of students that impact on
the local community.
Another Darlington resident suggested
that the leisure activity of walking dogs
through the campus was “a real positive”
to security and for neighbours, essentially

working as an unofficial neighbourhood
watch.
This was a sentiment shared by Joanna
Lumby who spoke of a recent incident in
which a vending machine in a particularly
quiet corner of the campus was being
vandalised. A local resident passing through
campus quickly alerted security. “The
University thinks that they [dog walkers
and other neighbours who regularly use
the campus grounds] are the eyes and the
ears of this Uni,” she said.
After the success of their engagement
with their neighbours on this occasion,
Ms Lumby proclaimed that it was just the
beginning of Sydney University’s effort to
become a more welcoming and accessible
environment. “We’re trying to pull down
the barriers, pulling down the gates and
opening the grounds and trying to engage
with the local community,” she said.  S
The first three-month trial ended in March,
but has been continued for another three
months until the end of June. The next
Sydney University Community Forum
will be held on Wednesday April 13 at
the Darlington Centre on City Road.
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Towards a city-wide
recycled water network
A

9

Artist’s impression of the stormwater harvesting project under
construction at Sydney Park. Stormwater drains into the wetland, and is
cleaned by microorganisms that are held in the bioretention system. In the
longer term, the captured water could supply the recycled water network.

ccording to a July 2010 report by the Water Services Association of Australia, Sydney’s total urban water consumption will increase by
around 25 per cent by 2026. The paradox is that much of the water we use, including for toilet flushing, laundry, air conditioning cooling
towers and irrigation, does not need to be drinking-quality. It could be supplied instead by treated stormwater, treated “grey” water from kitchens
and laundries, and cleansed and disinfected “black” water (sewage). As population growth and climate change place Australia’s drinking water
supplies under increasing pressure, the City of Sydney estimates that 80 per cent of the 32 gigalitres of the drinking-quality water that is imported
to the local government area (equivalent to 12,800 Olympic pools) could be supplemented by recycled water sourced locally. The City is pioneering
innovative solutions to meet the city’s rising water demand, developing a recycled water network as a part of its Sustainable Sydney 2030 plan.

Miriam Pepper

I

n an Australian first, large consumers of water
(apartment, commercial and institutional
buildings) across the local government area
will be able to connect to a dedicated recycled
water network – both sourcing recycled water
from the new reticulation as well as supplying
any excess to it.
A consortium comprising engineering
consultants GHD, the Institute of Sustainable
Futures at the University of Technology, Sydney
and Public Private Partnership Consultants
P3iC, has been selected by the City of Sydney
to undertake the first phase of the project – a
recycled water network master plan.
The master plan will include a citywide blueprint for recycled water network
infrastructure, and will outline water efficiency
measures to reduce consumption. Examples of
recycled water infrastructure include the grey
and/or black water treatment systems that are
already in use or planned at the Workplace 6
building in Ultimo, the new city office tower
under construction at 1 Bligh Street, and the
proposed new Global Switch data centre in
Ultimo. Also underway is an $8 Million joint City/
Federal project at Sydney Park and Green Square,
which will capture and treat 740 million litres
of stormwater per year from nearby streets for
use in parks, gardens and ultimately the recycled
water network.

drinking water supplies
“...willourcome
under increasing
pressure from a growing population
and climate change...

”

Due to be completed in December, the plan
will also investigate a range of business models to
implement the recycled water network, including
a private sector water services company, a public
water services company and a public/private
joint venture.
Lord Mayor Clover Moore MP said: “Despite the
unusually wet year we have just had, in the longer
term our drinking water supplies will come under
increasing pressure from a growing population
and climate change with hotter and dryer weather
predicted over the coming decades. The recycled
water network is part of a long-term strategy to
make better use of our water resources and will
provide a model for other Australian cities.”  S
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Restoring hope – guilt and shame
Peter Maher

M

ary is a mother of three. She
has just got the news that her
father is ill. It is bad timing – the
kids have to be taken to school,
she is late for work and now she
must find time to see her father
who has been taken to hospital that
morning without any clarity about
his illness. She is just about to get
everyone into the car when Joe
announces he has lost his pencils
for school. Mary snaps back at him
in frustration, “Can’t you look after
your things? You are hopeless.”

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

comment

The slap
Marcus Hyndes

T

he two suspects led in full view
of the peering public to the
discreet (or not so discreet) alcove
aside from the Redfern railway
peak-hour pedestrian thoroughfare
were not exactly what you’d describe
as “drug lords”. One weary looking
fellow with flour or cement dust
from top to toe might have something
stashed away there. Hey, the law
is the law and I certainly enjoy the
benefits. How humiliating though,
to be searched in the full view of
all on your way home from work!
I was just glad it wasn’t me.
Things are changing around here.
The population in the area is going to
double in the next 25 years, so they
say, and a lot of that increase will be

from the private sector. Fair enough,
and this is the reason for a lot of
the changes. Lots of money is being
spent on security, 24 hours a day.
Today there were blue uniforms
everywhere and two dogs too. Do you
ever get a queasy feeling when you
are about to walk past one of those
canines? It’s not because they look
dangerous; to the contrary, they’re quite
cute. It’s their manners that affect me.
They just walk right up and put their
nose wherever they want to. But there
are limits, and it found mine today,
right up my backside! It was instinctive,
you are not going to do that: Slap!
Afterwards, I was consoled by the
sergeant and told that the dog handlers
were very protective of their dogs. I
can vouch for that, I guess in a similar
way as I am of my private parts. Well,
the dog handler didn’t slap me, but

he was very angry, and I was angry
too. “Come with me,” then, “Get on
the ground!” maybe so I could have a
dog’s eye-view of the world. I thought
he was going to dislodge my shirt, and
possibly my head too, in his flurry.
It’s amazing how quickly things can
turn around. As quickly as it flared,
it subsided. A regular blue uniform
lady officer accompanied by another
approached and in more civil manner
directed me around the corner to that
previously dreaded alcove, but now
I was the show. Thank God sanity
prevailed. The dog handler was gone
and these guys settled me down,
as I tried to relate a little slap to a
wayward dog’s snout to the violence
that followed. Who has the rights over
a person’s private parts? The handler
assured me the dog had those rights,
S
but I wasn’t so sure. 

guest editorial

The good, the bad and the BE2
Bruce Lay

T

he Built Environment Plan 2
(BE2) focuses on renewal of
the two principal estates of public
housing in Redfern and Waterloo.
The estates were developed (from
the late 1940s until the late 1970s)
with a mix of walk-up flats and
medium- and high-rise. This was
seen as slum clearance, creating
better housing and a leg-up for
mostly young families, following
European and particularly UK
post-war reconstruction models.
By the early 1970s, however,
high-rise social housing for families
was being questioned in Europe
and then in Australia, and the
last of the high-rise towers in
Waterloo were for the elderly.
A battle erupted between the
older estates with the last of
this development in Waterloo,
south of Phillip Street, over the
comprehensive and slum clearance
model, in which Margaret Barry was
a leading activist. This resulted in a
shift to rehabilitation and the infill
of this area, now a Conservation
Area. The irony is that the much
older housing stock there is not
considered obsolete according to
BE2; much of the newer housing is.
There are 3,500 public housing

units in the two principal areas.
The tenants are now mostly elderly
or single people on welfare, with
few children; a massive shift from
the original demographics. The
proposal is to retain 2,800 “social”
housing units in the area, displacing
700, and to build 3,500 new private
dwellings, including 700 which are
“affordable” for service workers
including nurses, transport workers
and teachers who would be otherwise
displaced to the outer suburbs. This
is to be done over a 25-year period.
The stated intent is to replace the
obsolete with better housing and to
create healthier mixed communities.
To do this they pick “the low hanging
fruit”, the clusters of walk-ups as
lower-density development, and
leave the high-rise alone. But are the
walk-ups really in worse condition
than the high-rise, or is the goal the
release of land to fill the pockets of
developers and empty public coffers?
It is proposed that the walk-ups
will be replaced by denser “more
efficient” development – higher,
bulkier with less “wasted” green
swathe between. This is kept down
to four storeys where it adjoins the
Conservation Areas (albeit gentrified
terraced streets) but rising up to eight
storeys as a desirable “transition”
between the low- and high-rise. But
can you really transition between two-

storey terraces and 30-storey towers?
The Plan makes much of
community building, active streets,
breaking down the social divide, and
the policy of dispersal and mix. This
only stands a chance if there is equity
of provision and common ground
in terms of public parks, recreation
and cultural facilities, and if gated
estates with exclusive facilities are
precluded by the planning controls.
The Plan does not commit to the
provision of such public goods – no
new open space in deficient areas, no
new facilities as has occurred with
community building in Pyrmont/
Ultimo and Surry Hills, for example.
The new urban villages in Victoria
Park and Green Square as well as
Pyrmont have swags of new parkland,
generally adopting a planning
standard of 10m2 of new open
space for the added population. In
Leichhardt their standard is 22m2. No
new open space is shown in the Plan.
The half of Redfern Park alienated
for 50 years for the stadium was
returned, recognising the extreme
deficiency of the area. A massive
population increase requires
a commensurate increase in
public services and parkland.
Looking at the ledger, the land
value per unit for the proposed 3,500
new private dwellings may well be
$500,000. That is a yield of $175m.

Immediately, she knows she has
responded badly. She overlooks the
possibility that one of the others has
“borrowed” Joe’s pencils. She feels
very bad about this but has to get to
work so there’s no time to stop now.
Bill was already having a bad
day. He was out of sorts with his
partner, James, who seemed to
be in an “ignoring you” mood
without a reason. During lunchtime
conversation someone said, “We
would be better off without those
poofs parading in our streets showing
off again. I wish they would stay in
the closet”. For Bill, this brought back
the taunts he suffered as a teenager
as he struggled with his sexual
identity. Schoolmates would bully him
as the “gay boy”. When he came out
to his parents they almost disowned
him and accused him of bringing
disgrace upon the whole family.
Bill hoped James had experienced
a better day so he could find a
sympathetic ear and talk about
how bad it made him feel when
such comments were made. He felt
depressed and could still hear his
father say that being gay was bad.
After Mary had finished work,
she went to the hospital to comfort
her dad whose illness would require
surgery but he should be OK,
according to the doctor. She arrived
home to prepare the family meal
and then get the kids off to bed. She
still felt guilty about snapping at
Joe. It violated her deepest family
values of love and respect for each
person. She noticed what pressure
she was under, but wanted to make
amends for her behaviour. She went
to Joe as she tucked him into bed
and said, “I am sorry for what I
said to you this morning when you
needed help to find your pencils. I
was in a hurry. You are not hopeless;
you are a good boy. I love you very
much. Go to sleep now, Joe”.

Will we get a guarantee that all the
money raised from the real estate
will be returned to achieve these
worthy goals? And pay for the 700
units displaced from these areas?
BE2 is seriously flawed in terms of
equity – there is at least a threatened
loss of critically scarce public
housing in the inner city and there
is no commitment to commensurate
public services and parkland to
serve the new population. The
proposed density and heights are not
compatible with the area; the new
City Plan has struck a much better
balance in terms of floor-space and
height. This Plan releases a lot of
public land for development. The
Plan should commit to allocating
all funds raised to the upgrade of
public housing as well as to provide
commensurate new public services.
The Plan should be rejected in its
current form as principally real
estate marketing, and be more
serious about building viable

Meanwhile Bill was fuming
and getting very angry as he went
home saying, “Why did I have
to be born gay? I hate God and I
hate myself. Why couldn’t I just
be like everyone else?” Luckily,
James was in a better mood that
night and let Bill talk about his
pain while offering a kind word –
“You know, it’s not your fault”.
Mary and Bill both feel bad, but
there is a huge difference in these
feelings and the responses. Mary
feels guilt for a specific action she
knows has done damage to her
relationship with Joe. She knows she
is a good mother and daughter. Her
guilt clarifies for her what she must
do to make amends for her poor
choice of action that morning. She
acts to right that wrong.
On the other hand, Bill can’t
work out why he is depressed when
someone makes a simple comment
on the gay mardi gras. He feels
worthless and overwhelmed. He
sees himself as a bad person. Bill
evaluates himself in the light of a mix
of experiences that go back to early
hurts and bullying. He is confused
and this reinforces his sense that
he is no good. Bill is conditioned to
feel shame by a culture of rejection
of homosexuals. The workmate’s
comment has triggered self-loathing.
So while both Mary and Bill
feel bad about events that day
the difference could not be more
profound. Guilt can inspire us
to do something about a specific
event to repair damage. The guilty
person says, “I hate what I have
done and I want to make it up to
you”. While the person in shame
says, “I hate myself for what I
am. I feel I am a bad person”.
Notice the difference between
these two feelings. We can bring
hope to ourselves and others when
we respond to guilt in a healthy,
life-giving way, while shame is rarely
valuable because it is often triggered
by a series of events that reinforce
helplessness and hopelessness. When
we think that we are bad we have
little positive energy to offer. Shame
blocks us from seeing our own
goodness. If we know we are good,
although sometimes we make poor
choices, we can take positive action.
Restoring hope means resolving
guilt and shame and we can only
do that if we know the difference
S
very clearly.   
Fr Peter Maher is the parish priest at St
Joseph’s Catholic Church in Newtown.

new communities with improved
public services and open space.
The following principles should
be embodied in the Plan:
Maintain the supply of public
housing in the area and use levies
on the private development to also
achieve the “affordable housing”.
All profits should be returned
to achieve the social goals.
Social infrastructure, including
community and cultural and
recreational facilities and open space
should be public and should meet
the prevailing standards of the other
inner development areas. They should
also be managed by the City, but joint
funding by Housing and the City, may
S
be a reasonable balance. 
Bruce Lay has worked as an architect
on urban renewal and public housing in
North America and London from
1968-74, and, following his London
experience, did feasibility studies
on the rehabilitation of Waterloo.

The Review April ’11 11

Lesbians in
the House
SSH

Georgina Abrahams and Gabe
Journey Jones are two local women
who love and respect the diversity,
creativity and courage found in
Australia’s lesbian community. This
is why they are spending their time,
energy and money in producing
a four-hour gala night of music,
dance and joyous inspiration
for lesbians, their friends and
families at the Sydney Opera
House on Sunday July 10, 2011.
“Twenty years ago I was part of
an unforgettable night when 2,000
women took over the Sydney Opera
House for a big celebration. We
believe now is the time to once
again fill the house with dynamic
lesbian culture. We asked performers
from 1991 if they would join us,
including opera singer Deborah
Cheetham, folk icon Judy Small
and Jive with Jeanette dancers.
They’ve said ‘hell yes’ along with
indie band Bluehouse, journalist
and presenter Julie McCrossin,
and soul singer Shauna Jensen

to name a few,” said Georgina.
A call-out for Lesbians in the
House choir members has stirred
the voices of over 25 women into
song, with rehearsals starting on
March 26 at The Women’s Library
Newtown. Gabe Journey also
explains: “We’re looking for lesbians
30 years or younger who write and
sing their own songs. The 1991
concert was a fantastic platform
for young lesbians to share their
work with a wider audience. This
gathering is again bringing together
women from all over Australia, and
celebrates the important sense of
belonging and pride. Helping to
add to the building of community
and showing appreciation for
feminist voices makes this such
a worthwhile project for us.”
Georgina adds: “I’m very
aware that on the centenary of
International Women’s Day we are
still demanding equal pay. I look
forward to seeing more women in
senior positions and top jobs, more
lesbians on TV, stage and in film and
more ‘out’ performers with strong,
effective voices. We know we have

Organisers Gabe Journey Jones and Georgina Abrahams Photo: Supplied

come a long way in terms of our
rights, but visibility continues to be
an issue for us as lesbians and it’s
not over until all of us are safe and
equal. We are so excited to invite you

to be a part of ‘herstory’. Dress up
and turn up for another memorable
Sydney Opera House event.”
For more information visit the

Creative Womyn Down Under
website at www.creativewomyn.net
Tickets to the concert are
now available from
www.sydneyoperahouse.com

12
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The Reviews
Film Review»
by Lindsay Cohen

»

Barney’s Version
Director: Richard J Lewis
Starring: Paul Giamatti, Rosamund Pike,
Dustin and Jake Hoffman
Genre: Oddball-semitictragi-comic-romance
How can a film that is so
“picturesque” and “touching” with a
performance by Paul Giamatti that has
(other) critics raving – “exhilarating”,
“energetic”, “remarkable”, compelling”
– and won him a Golden Globe, be
so “meh”?
All these things are true. Paul
Giamatti does put in his best
performance to date. He is Barney
Panofsky, who finds the love of his life
at his second wedding and through
good fortune, sheer pig-headedness
and Alzheimer’s lives a fulfilling and
satisfying if somewhat rocky life.
Giamatti uses his great skill at playing
weird yet touching and amusing and
combines it skilfully with romantic
and emotional.
Not only Giamatti but pretty
much every actor puts in a great
and convincing performance though
Dustin Hoffman as Panofsky’s father
probably delivers the funniest lines.
But despite all the talent in front and
behind the camera, Barney’s Version is
less than the sum of its parts. And at
two hours long it is not pacey enough,
amusing enough or strange enough to
maintain interest.
I appreciate that the novel by
Mordecai Richler on which the film
is based is one of Canada’s most loved,
most Jewish and most successful books,
and no doubt Barney’s Version is/was
a hit at the box office in Canada and
New York.
But if Woody Allen had directed
and/or starred in Barney’s Version it
may have been tighter, more intriguing,
deeper and possibly even funnier in
a cerebral sort of way. I wouldn’t
have seen it though. I can’t stand
Woody Allen.
Rating: Three matzoh balls.

this book, mine was Spider Solitaire,
Hearts, and Galaxy Balls. Whenever
I felt a bit down or tired, it was to the
mobile phone that I reached – not to
phone a friend – but to scroll through
the menu to the games. Hours could
pass as I tried to better my previous
efforts. A whole lifetime was slipping
away pumping the small keys on my
phone. Then I read Daniel Akst. It had
to be cold turkey. Nothing less would
let me regain my life.
The comfort of this book is the
message that you are not alone in
facing addiction. In western societies
most of us suffer from being able
to indulge in excess of practically
everything. Freedom and affluence
have increased to the point where selfmastery, or self-regulation, has perhaps
become our biggest problem. This state
of affairs is sickening. Literally. Many
of us are smoking, drinking, overeating (especially the wrong types of
food) and under-exercising ourselves
to death.
For most addictions, cold turkey is
not enough. Will power alone cannot
solve the problem, quite possibly
because hormones that affect our
brains become involved. (This book
points to a body of interesting and
reputable research on this topic).
Self-punishment is an option, such
as voluntarily checking into a rehab
centre, having a stomach reduction
operation (which is becoming
increasingly popular), doing a deal
with a friend to pay them a fine every
time you put on weight, drink too
much, gamble excessively, or play
Hearts. More drastic options can
include donating to a cause you don’t
believe in, whenever you break your
own rules.
Akst concludes that although rules
and regulations are needed to help us
to be better people, self-regulation,
however achieved, is the most
satisfactory option.

»»books@ssh.com.au

Theatre Review»
by Jane Barton

»

»»film@ssh.com.au

Book Review»
by Margaret Vazey

»

We Have Met the Enemy:
Self-Control in an Age of Excess
Daniel Akst
Scribe, Melbourne, 2011
Daniel Akst admits he has a
problem: procrastination – putting off
to tomorrow what should be done
today. Do we all suffer from this? Most
probably, or if not we suffer from some
other insidious addiction. Until I read

Funk It Up About Nothin’
Chicago Shakespeare Theatre Company
Created and directed by the Q brothers
Carriageworks – Hip Hop Festival
Billed as an “ad-rap-tation” of
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing,
Funk It Up is a well-travelled show
that engages and beguiles an audience.
Re-conceptualised as hip-hop superstars,
MC Don Pedro and his crew return
victorious from their world tour and are
invited to “chill” at Leonato’s mansion.
With a stack of awards, including best
musical at the Edinburgh Fringe, the
cast attack the stage with an infectious
lust for life. A DJ (Adrienne Sanchez),
on stage for the entire show, provided
backing beats, vocal support and a
pulsing life blood.
As a vehicle for Shakespeare – who
would have guessed it? – rap works
unbelievably well. Funk It Up is funny,

contemporary, slick, small “p” political
and a revelation for anyone who is less
than informed about the evolving form
of hip-hop. And it begs the question: Is
this the ultimate coupling?
Purists, however, will baulk. And
a couple did, walking out partway
through. In extending the reach of
Shakespeare, in transforming it, the
casualty is nuanced performance. After
an hour or so of fast-pace rap delivered
loudly through head-mikes, it’s fair to
say that the performers motor-mouthed
to the finish line, maintaining a flat
hyper-emotional enthusiasm that barely
wavered throughout. Much declaimed
about nothing.
But who cares? Shakespeare belongs
to everyone and for the three or four
baby boomers who left, there were a
whole generation of Ys and Zs loving
it completely, absolutely, and hearing
and connecting with it in a new way.
That represents a triumph of hip-hop.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au
»
»
Music Review»
by Sarah Kelly»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
by Sarah Kelly
»
Liam Finn
“The Struggle”
Liberation
Liam Finn is back from the
wilderness with a new song called “The
Struggle”. Having toured relentlessly
off the back of the acclaimed and
wonderful debut solo record, I’ll Be
Lightning, he returns with a song that
is a sharp turn in direction in both
sound and song.
Returning to Roundhead Studios
in Auckland, Liam Finn has added
co-producer Burke Reid (The Mess
Hall, The Drones) to the mix and
moved on to a more full-band sound.
The result is heavier, edgier and meaner.
It’s a frenetic song.
The most noticeable difference,
however, is the song itself. Liam Finn
sounds like he’s been burning the
candle at both ends. He seems angry,
somewhat disillusioned, and fierce.
“Are you worth the struggle?” is a very
confrontational question, posed in a
voice that is harsh and on edge. He
sings of “waiting at the crossroads”
and that one can’t “blame it all on the
D-D-Devil”. Perhaps he is talking
about coveting musical inspiration,
perhaps he is hinting at finding a
darker side to himself. Whatever he’s
talking about, it stands in stark contrast
to the delightful, gentle, melodic
and introspective songs from I’ll Be
Lightning.
The song structure is a bit of a let
down for a Finn fan, too. Known for
interesting structures and complex,
yet still pure, pop songs, the more
straightforward verse/chorus/verse/
chorus/middle-8/chorus/chorus seems
a bit out of character.
Nevertheless, the album will be an
interesting listen. Perhaps the simplest,
loudest song has been chosen as the
first single. It will indeed be interesting
to find out whom Liam Finn met at
those crossroads.

»»music@ssh.com.au

Os Mutantes (1960's) Photo: Supplied

Beth Cosentino of Best Coast Photo: Supplied

Richard In Your Mind Photo: Supplied

A night of contrasts
Reviewed by Sarah Kelly
Os Mutantes (Brasil)
Best Coast (LA)
Richard In Your Mind
Enmore Theatre 9/3/11
Opening the evening was the
delightful Richard In Your Mind,
a Sydney five-piece whose 2010
album, My Volcano, mixes 60s inspired
psychedelia, folk, and indie rock, with
hints of electronica, courtesy of their
producer, Spod, who also plays in the
band. Due to time restrictions they
only played five songs. Five excellent
songs. The sound was impeccable and
they seemed to enjoy the vast Enmore
stage. RIYM is the kind of band that
brings a smile to your face and makes
you dance around in a silly way.
They were soon followed by LA’s
Best Coast, the band of the moment
that has been on tour since the release
of their very popular album, Crazy For
You, in July last year. The album itself is
a good listen, particularly because of the
surf-rock sound and layered harmonies.
Live, however, Best Coast is a bit of a
disappointment. They rushed through
their songs. While lead singer Beth
has real stage presence, the line-up
(two guitars, drums, one vocal) left the
songs sounding empty and spare and
very samey. Gone were all the pretty
harmonies and many of the “oohs”
that define the album. A 45-minute
set seemed to stretch on into infinity as
they gave each song the same treatment,
all the while coming across as very
self-satisfied.
It’s a pity when a band saps your
energy (as Best Coast did) rather
than uplift and delight (like RIYM).
There was a very long wait before
Os Mutantes took the stage. To
say that the show was undersold
is an understatement. Many of the

punters I spoke to had been given free
tickets. However, there was a genuine
excitement in the air and the dance
floor was packed when Os Mutantes
(The Mutants) strode onto the stage
in what looked like colourful priests’
gowns with long scarves around their
necks. A very impressive entrance.
Os Mutantes, who formed in
Brasil in the 60s, started off playing
songs inspired by their love of The
Beatles and psychedelia. This mixed
with bossanova, samba, and extreme
guitar shredding won them many
famous fans, such as Beck and Kurt
Cobain. The show tonight bore little
resemblance to the band of yore. With
one original member, Sergio Dias, the
seven-piece band was filled out by
much younger session musicians. The
band was very precise and the whole
show had a theatrical air punctuated
by the maniacal laughs of Sergio.
The set featured old classics such
as “Baby” (they did the Portuguese
version) as well as much newer songs
that the crowd seemed a little less
happy to hear.
Highlights included Sergio’s strange
monologue about the shadow of a
red-haired woman holding guns and
protecting us – Julia Gillard! They also
did a cover of Olivia Newton-John’s
“Physical” (changing the final chorus
to “Let’s get cynical, cynical”) in a nod
to their host country.
Overall, however, I found it all
a little too perfect, too bombastic,
and the guitar solos went on for so
long I nearly walked out. It was quite
hilarious, though, when, after five
minutes of noodling, Sergio burst
into George Harrison’s “While My
Guitar Gently Weeps”.
It proved to be an interesting
and varied show, with the Sydney
band, Richard In Your Mind, taking
the cake.
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Once were enemies
SSH

In 1990 Turkish/Australian
photographer and photojournalist,
Vedat Acikalin, attended the
75th Anniversary of the Gallipoli
landing. The new exhibition at
Chifley Tower commemorates
that significant and emotional
anniversary – for Australians,
New Zealanders and the Turks
– and is a prelude to centenary
celebrations planned for 2015.
During this commemorative
anniversary Acikalin captured tender
and potent moments observing old
enemies coming together on the
Gallipoli Peninsula. He observed
a bond between these men and
respectful friendships, as they
remembered how as young men they
fought so fiercely against each other.
Many now asked the question,“Why?”
Once enemies, these men now walked
together as friends, visiting the
trenches and pausing at the graves
of their mates, sometimes shedding
tears, sometimes laughing, as they
shared their stories with one another.
These powerful images are a
moving testament to the friendships
that were forged between these brave
men from once opposing forces.
The bravery of these veterans and
their comrades, sadly all now passed
away, is continued through the
friendships of their own descendants
and the folklore of our countries.
Growing up in Turkey, Vedat
Acikalin learned of the heroism
of the Turkish soldiers under the
leadership of Commander Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk in the Battles of
Canakkale (the Gallipoli Campaign),
through school history lessons,

Adil Sahin (L) and Len Hall (R) meet as friends on the Gallipoli Peninsula (1990) Photo: Vedat Acikalin

stories, songs and poems. “When
I hear these today it is still very
emotional for me. I can imagine the
hardship and bravery of these men
fighting to defend their country.”
Acikalin moved to Australia in
1973. He was a teacher, and posted
to Matraville Public School from
’73-77. He taught the kids during
the day and their parents at night

in the Adult Migrant Centre based
at the school. He then taught at
South Coogee Public School from
’84-86. When he left teaching he
established his own photo agency –
Live Action Photographic – working
as director and chief photographer.
When he moved to Australia, it
was the first he learned of Australia’s
own legend of this battle – the

Anzac Story. He was fascinated by
now seeing both sides of the same
war and how time changes people.
Although the Gallipoli Campaign
is seen as a military failure, Anzac Day
has become a national day in Australia
and New Zealand. These men all
helped to create the ANZAC legend.
The Turks have their own legend.
When Old Foes Meet is a

visual essay revealing the
melancholy salve of time.

When Old Foes Meet
Vedat Acikalin
Opening: Wednesday, March 30, 6-8pm
Exhibition dates: March 28 to April 29
Chifley Tower, Bent Street Lobby
2 Bent Street, Sydney (Access from Bent
Street and all entries to Chifley Tower)

Looking forward,
looking back
Andrew Collis
March 5 saw the opening
of a new exhibition at the
Orchard Gallery in Waterloo.
Saturday art classes are held at
the Uniting Church in Waterloo
twice a month (every second and
fourth Saturday from 12-4pm),
and the exhibition comprises
a selection of works from the
classes of 2010. Works include
stunning drawings and paintings
by Gaylene Smith, Melissa Kellett,
Gabriel Azzi, Jayde Emmett,
Rebecca Reddin and Yvonne
Hocothee. Norma Ingram gave a
Welcome to Country, emphasising
connections between people,
place, creativity and spirituality.
Classes are led by five teachers,
all practicing artists: Adrian Spry,
Charlotte Dibben, Hayley French,
Johnny Bell and Jo Tracy.
Charlotte Dibben, a final-year
student at the National Art School

in Darlinghurst, curated the show. “I
haven’t been able to teach for a while
due to study commitments,” Dibben
explained. “I was so impressed to
see what the artists have produced.
They’re all developing their own
styles, following their own paths.”
Jo Tracy offered the following
words of encouragement:
“The selected pieces are just a small
sample from a considerable volume of
solid works produced in the Saturday
classes. Charlotte has done a great
job selecting the works and curating
the show – not an easy task. We
thank her for doing such a fine job.
“I’m both proud and humbled to
be one of the teachers assisting and
encouraging this talented group. I’m
very impressed by the progress each
student has made. Their growing
confidence and skill, combined with
an increased sense of individuality
and uniqueness of expression, are
clearly evident in these works.
“Each class the students challenge
themselves through various

exercises ranging from charcoal
and sketching to life drawing,
still life and movement. They also
bravely take on the challenges of
experimentation and have taken
on board all the elements of light,
tone, composition and colour critical
to producing balanced work.
“They are beginning to
understand the power of colour to
bring movement, perspective, joy,
calm, delight and amusement.
“These works represent, from each
student, a unique and enchanting
expression of themselves.”
Bill Maddock’s contribution
to catering deserves special
mention. Four dozen quiche
devoured in 30 minutes!
Retrospective:
A Selection of Works from
Saturday Art Classes 2010
Till May 6
The Orchard Gallery
56a Raglan Street, Waterloo
Phone 0438 719 470

Curator Charlotte Dibben Photo: Gabriel Azzi

5-6 / 245-249 Abercrombie St , Darlington (between Lawson St & Abercrombie St). tel 9699 9875
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Write a funny verse, win
a stack of funny books!
SSH
Andy Griffiths (not to be
confused with Andy Griffith) is an
Australian children’s book author
and comedy writer. Griffiths’ book
titles include The Day My Bum Went
Psycho (2001), Zombie Bums from
Uranus (2003), The Cat on the Mat
is Flat (2006) and The Very Bad Book
(2010). He is best known for his
Just! series, which was converted
into an animated television series
called What’s with Andy?.
What Body Part is That?, Griffiths’
latest book, is illustrated by Terry
Denton. “There is a lot of nonsense
written about the human body,” reads
the accompanying publicity blurb,
“and this book is no exception”. In its
68 fully illustrated, 100 per cent factfree chapters, What Body Part is That?
explains everything you ever needed
to know about your body without

all the boring technical jargon and
scientific accuracy that normally clogs
up the pages of books of this type.
Never again will you be stuck
for an answer when somebody
comes up to you, points at a part
of your body and demands to
know, “What body part is that?”
For instance, did you know your
Elbows are the bendy bits in the
middle of your arms, and that it is
physically impossible to lick your
own elbow? Did you know that in
ancient times there was a race of
people who used to carry their Heads
under their arms? Or, what about
Eyes? Aside from the fact that your
eyes are two soft balls of jelly that
help you see stuff, if you want to see
something that’s in a locked room
and you don’t have a key, you will
need to take out one of your eyeballs
and roll it under the door. As for your
Back, well, if you’re looking for a place
to stick a funny sign on somebody,

Poetry

then Andy definitely recommends
the Back, or perhaps the Bum?
Well, you’ll just have to read on …

W

rite your own funny verse
about a body part (100 words
or less) and send to editor@ssh.com.au
We’ll forward your creative writing to
Andy and he will judge the funniest
and zaniest. The winner will receive
a copy of What Body Part is That?
as well as the entire JUST! series,
plus What Bumosaur is That? and
The Bad Book and The Very Bad Book !
Catch Andy on Wednesday April 6.
An Afternoon with Andy Griffiths is
presented by Ariel Booksellers:
4.30pm, Verona Cinemas,
17 Oxford Street, Paddington.
For bookings and more information
contact Ariel Booksellers
(02) 9332 4581
Andy Griffiths Photo: Supplied

South Sydney Crossword

MARCH SOLUTION

betrayal, no fear
Gul-gad-ya known as Grass-tree
glue nutrition twine
– Cecile Pauly
2017
Blackbird thy home is lost.
The high authority has costed your house and nest.
No longer yours is this address.
– Adrian Spry
To Poseidon
Earth-shaker, you've come
a wake.
What has roused thee
from your deep?
Why so fierce?
Your waves are felt
around the world.
– Adrian Spry
WORDPLAY – Creative Writing Group»
Woolpack Hotel Redfern, 229 Chalmers Street, Redfern
6-8pm Wed, April 6 & 20. Phone Adrian on 9690 1427
All welcome

CROSSWORD BY D.S.

Across
4. * The former pamphlet could take out * (7)
9. 	* You can hear smooth talkers on
this Redfern street * (8)
11. Fast, burrowing mammal (6)
14. Allotment (5)
16. * US detectives on Sydney radio? * (3)
17. * This perfume could infuriate! * (7)
18. * A group of words sounds like it tatters * (6)
22. Crude; loutish (7)

First correct entry
receives a prize.
Send to:
South Sydney Crossword
PO Box 3288
Redfern NSW 2016

* Denotes cryptic clue

Down
1. 	The period of creation of all things,
according to Aboriginal mythology (9)
2. Edible root (3)
3. Rough edge (4)
5. A form of espresso coffee (9)
6. Dishonourable man (3)
7. A spiny monotreme (7)
8. 	* To decorate food without direction can
appear to be tastelessly elaborate * (6)
10. Sugary (10)
12. Uncooked (3)
13. Exhale with lament (4)
15. Joining together (7)
18. * Granddad went bang! * (3)
19. * Sounded obscene and regretted it * (4)
20. * Cook chaps in Popeye's favourite * (7)
21. Liquid butter used mainly in Indian cooking (4)

CO M M U N I T Y N O T ICE S
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Malcolm Bruce Duncan
Peter Whitehead

The contest for the state
seat of Sydney sadly lacked
Malcolm Duncan’s inimitable
passion. MP Moore’s
gadfly may have rallied
the anyone-but “Concretin’
Clover” forces against our
incumbent Lord Mayor
– disdained by the kilted
campaigner as “a disaster”.
Malcolm Bruce Duncan,
born in Kings Cross on July
14, 1956, to dentist, Bruce and
Joy (nee Lord) Duncan who
now mourn their only progeny.
Malcolm didn’t do funerals.
His own, in the South Chapel
of Eastern Suburbs Memorial
Park, on February 4, was a
regrettable exception. The
chapel overflowed with
family and friends fondly
reflecting upon the notable
idiosyncrasies and generosity
of spirit expressed by one who
most articulately “suffered
fools neither gladly nor at all”.
His partner through the
past two decades, Suzanne
O’Connor, delivered a eulogy
filled with wit and warm
remembrance of an endlessly
interesting man who listed
his activities as “thinking,
drinking, cross-examining,
standing unsuccessfully
for parliament and getting
up people’s noses”.
Suzanne’s son, Anthony,
spoke of a man who
eschewed parental authority
but developed a deep
connection with a prickly
adolescent who benefited
from Malcolm’s challenging
character – “since when is
nice a lofty goal for a man?”
The mourners were united
in sorrow at his precipitate end
but celebrated his life through
shared reminiscences of the

bearded behemoth’s various
adventures in the courts or in
his community of Kings Cross.
A large lump of a man, at
his most unforgettable in Clan
Duncan kilt, handing out howto-votes and proffering political
wisdom on asphalt-melting
hot polling days outside the
Reg Murphy Centre, Malcolm
was tickled by then Premier
Bob Carr’s denunciation as
“the Rumpole of the Lower
Traffic Court” and complicitly
dubbed his “long-suffering
partner” “She Who Must Be
Obeyed”. He also laughed off
the Sydney Morning Herald’s
branding him “eccentric”.
He was a conscious
clown who lived and died
in the postcode, 2011. He
protected the interests of
the people of his turf. 2011
Residents Association has
lost more than a President.
Perhaps a plaque may be
placed in Fitzroy Gardens to
honour his stalwart stance
against the City Council’s
ill-considered titivating.
Kings Cross Heritage
Society President, Andrew
Woodhouse, reveres the
boisterous barrister who
was general legal counsel for
the Kings Cross Community
Centre “as someone who put
others first as an advocate
for the poor and mistreated”.
Jo Holder, Co-convener of
Darlinghurst Residents Action
Group, lamented: “We’ve
lost our trouble-maker in
chief and most formidable
heckler and de-humbugger”.
Yet we have gained through
this premature demise
another legend of the Cross,
and not some infamous
crim or colourful identity,
but an upstanding citizen
epitomising the worthier spirit
of the liveliest part of town.

Redfern ANZAC Day
March & Commemorative Service
Monday 25th April 2011
PROGRAM

1.00pm

Assemble at Redfern Park

1.05-1.30pm Wreath-Laying Ceremony at Memorial
1.30-1.45pm March to The Block Redfern for commemorative service
2.00-2.45pm Commemorative service at The Block Redfern
3.00-4.00pm Entertainment
4.00pm
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"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community. Interest
has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Blindeman, Food Distribution Network, Waterloo

SATURDAY ART CLASS
South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
12-4pm Saturday April 9 & 23
More information phone 8399 3410.

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds,
sexual orientations and identities.
Peace with justice, integrity
of creation.

Painting: Grace Collins

BABANA

BABANA

Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday, April 29
12-2pm,PCYC, Redfern
Contact: Mark Spinks 9243 3546

Redfern

What is
happening
in RedfernWaterloo?
Get the latest from
www.redwatch.org.au
Geoffrey & Lyn Turnbull
Ph Wk: (02) 8004 1490

Glebe Cafe Church
Crn St Johns Rd
& Colbourne Ave, Glebe
Worship Sun 7 for 7.15pm
‘Colbourne Ave’ Intimate
Candlelit Concerts Thu 8pm
Steph Gesling 9518 9413

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements
9519 9000

Email RWIU@turnbulls.com.au

Paddington Uniting Church

free

shuttle bus services
FREE shuttle bus services now run from Redfern to Broadway
shops via the RPA Hospital; and from Woolloomooloo to Redfern
via Paddy’s Market and St Vincent’s.
These FREE buses are available to all City Of Sydney residents
and operate:
Thursday and Friday of each week.
For more information and timetables please
call 9319 4439 or visit www.ssct.org.au

Waterloo
Recycling
Workshop
Workshop and market open Fridays
9am-12pm.
Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo
(lower car park).
Affordable furniture and household goods.
Donations gladly received (no white goods
or electrical apps).
Volunteers welcome
(phone Naomi on 0407 576 098).

Volunteering Opportunity with Compeer

Compeer is a friendship program that matches caring volunteers with adults who are living with
a mental illness. Volunteers commit to meet weekly with their matched friend in simple social
activities such as going for a walk or having a coffee. We are currently seeking male and female
volunteers in your area aged 25-70 years. For further information or to register for our next
training sessions being held on 2 and 9 April. Please phone Marina Glover on 9568 0294 or

Finish

Uniting Churches

email marina.glover@vinnies.org.au

395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm
1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614
Ultimo University Church
Cnr Bulwara Road and
Quarry St, Ultimo
Worship 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point
Worship 10am,
Bible Study 5pm Sunday
Ps Graham Long 9358 6996

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Jamie Parker MP
State Member for Balmain

Kristina Keneally MP
State Member for Heffron

Clover Moore MP
State Member for Sydney

Carmel Tebbutt MP
State Member for Marrickville

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction
NSW 2022

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville
NSW 2204

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9369 5221
F: 02 9369 5225

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9558 9000
F: 02 9558 3653

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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The beauty of Tai Chi
Melanie Fiedler

Observing someone practicing Tai
Chi has always had an impact on me.
The calm fluidity of movement, almost
dancelike, reminds me of peace and
mysticism, of presence in the moment,
and of spiritual understanding. What
appears a rather simple exercise at
first is the complex Tai Chi Chuan,
translated as the “Supreme Ultimate
Boxing System”.
The roots of Tai Chi lead us back
to India, 2,500 years ago, to Gautama,
also known as Buddha, the “Enlightened
One”. Centuries later, his teachings
crossed the Himalayan mountains and
reached China through a Buddhist monk
called Bodhidarma. He is the man who
reputedly sat in meditation for nine years.
Bodhidarma founded Shaolin Temple
Boxing, which is also known as the hard
school of boxing.
The soft school of boxing, Tai Chi,
developed around the 14th century
CE. Its founder, Chang San Feng, was
inspired by the battle between a snake
and a crane, which made him realise that
using great muscular strength was not in
harmony with nature and the principles
of meditation. While Tai Chi can be a
means of self-defence if mastered at a
high level, most people study it for selfdevelopment. Apart from exercising
the body it strengthens the mind by
increasing concentration, willpower and
balance. It is also meaningful for the soul
by incorporating spiritual meditation.
To understand Tai Chi, it is necessary
to understand the Taoist philosophy from
which it is derived. The diagram we often

refer to as the symbol of Yin and Yang
is actually called Tai Chi. It symbolises
the eternal Tao. One may translate Tao
as the divine force of creation, as god
or as truth. As Tao manifested itself in
creation it became the interplay of Yin
and Yang, the complementary opposites.
During the practice of Thai Chi the Yang
is concentrated in the lower part of the
body, the centre that cannot be upset
while the upper part of the body is Yin,
empty and yielding. Both forces interplay
in a perfect balance to allow maximum
strength.
David Sanderson, who is one of
the Tai Chi teachers at the Newtown
Neighbourhood Centre describes its
diverse benefits. “Tai Chi has enabled me
to become more relaxed and balanced.
It has also made me feel more secure by
improving my reflexes and allowing me
to react better to my environment. On a
spiritual level it has taught me how to
control life less, how to respect others
and how to handle conflict wisely. Apart
from that you meet some great people.
The Newtown class is special with its
eager and open-minded students.”
“The great fact about Tai Chi”,
Sanderson states, “is that one can
practice it up to any age, since it is a
gentle and low-impact exercise. Plus
we adapt to the limits and capabilities
of each student. Some of our students
have high blood pressure, diabetes and
arthritis and many of them find that Tai
Chi lessens their symptoms.”
Because of its complex health benefits
Tai Chi is also a branch of Chinese
Medicine. Like Chinese Medicine, Tai
Chi aims to foster the Chi. The Chi
can be explained as the vital life force,

Tai Chi in Newtown Photo: Ali Blogg

the intrinsic energy that animates and
protects the body. Correct breathing
technique is considered to be essential
for cultivating the Chi, which explains
why breathing exercises are important
S
in the study of Tai Chi.
Interested in Tai Chi? Tai Chi drop-in
classes at the Newtown Neighbourhood
Centre Tuesdays 1-2pm, all levels
welcome, $3. Wear comfortable clothes
and comfortable flat-soled shoes.

Easter
Bunnies
promise
points

The Ravens meet each Saturday at 7am on the corner of
Botany Road and Raglan Street in Waterloo. New members (and
beginners) welcome! Phone Adrian on 9690 1427.
Help us raise funds to install a shower for Eden Garden & Garden
Shelter in Waterloo: www.everydayhero.com.au/ravenandrew

Colour.in
for a chance
to win

Adrian Spry

After being caught on the hop for
the first two games of the new season,
the Bunnies finally have some points
in the bag. Two very valuable points
at the expense of the Parramatta Eels.
Final score South Sydney 32 d.
Parramatta 18.
Two early chances for Parramatta
denied; desperate yet resolute defence;
red and green hearts palpitating. Souths
scoring soon after gave cheer to the
faithful, only for the Eels to equalise
soon after.
Game on. And it was very satisfying
to see the Bunnies stamp their authority
on the rest of the game. On the back
of a solid display by the “pigs”, Souths
gained the ascendency in the middle of
the park, giving the speed merchants
out wide the opportunity to weave their
magic. Dave Taylor had a blinder, ballplaying on the left.
Greg Inglis stood tall and showed his
true class. Rhys Wesser had a good game
running off Inglis, and John Sutton is
now starting to play the right options and
playing with timing. (It is so important
that Sutton’s outside men coordinate
and move in time, whether he holds
the ball up and pops the pass late or
by giving him good options and good
angles out wide. Sorry, couldn’t resist
the opportunity to play coach!)
I believe Sutton is the key to a
successful season. A NSW spot is his for
the taking, but he has to take it.
We now have four big games coming
in April. Souths must take some points
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from these games. By the time of the
return game with the Bulldogs over the
Easter weekend, Souths’ season should
be taking shape. Here’s hoping the Easter
Bunny will be bringing lots of goodies out

Redfern way this year!
PS. Souths scored another win last night
[April 1] – against the Sea Eagles! Chris
Sandow Man of the Match. Roy Asotasi led
a very solid Bunnies pack. Both wingers

played well, Inglis, Sutton, Taylor, Luke
all looking good. Two rookies on the right
side did some brilliant things. Manly’s late
surge must be a concern for John Lang.
S
South Sydney 32 d. Manly 30.

Colour-in, send in for a chance to win a
Rabbitohs’ Supporter Pack worth over
$40! Mail entries to: Easter Bunnies,
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