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Café Cana now at the Factory
Kelly Lane

WATERLOO: Cafe Cana has a new
home in the heart of Waterloo. The
community cafe has relocated to the
Factory Community Centre on Raglan
Street and operates on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, 9.30am-2pm. It had
been looking for new premises since
November following the closure of its
Pitt Street venue in Redfern.
Though cafe regulars continued
to meet in various locations over the
Christmas period, Cafe Coordinator,
Julie Sneddon, said that it was difficult
to operate without a regular venue. “It’s
really important ... to stay connected
because loneliness is often the facilitator
for sadness,” Mrs Sneddon said. “And
because the cafe provides volunteers who
provide friendship [and] the community
have a meeting place where they know
that they feel safe and they can connect
up with other people.”
Cafe Cana is part of Cana
Communities, an organisation working
to support some of the inner city’s most
marginalised members, who may suffer
from homelessness, mental illness
or addiction.
The cafe now operates out of
the Factory’s recently refurbished
downstairs kitchen and will continue
to provide friendship and support as
well as affordable coffee, morning tea
and lunches.
Michael O’Keeffe lives in Redfern. He
has been a regular at Cafe Cana since
moving to the area 10 years ago. “It’d
just be somewhere to go where you could
feel a part of your local community and
meet lots of other people that had similar
issues or issues that were different but we
all got on pretty well,” Mr O’Keeffe said.
“It’s a very good place for people that are
lonely or are isolated and at the moment
those people are a little detached. I see
a lot of people that used to come to the
cafe but now are wandering the streets,
not knowing what to do.”
Mrs Sneddon said they hoped to extend
operating hours after Easter. “I think it

Gasland,
St Peters
Anne Picot

Despite the extreme heat of
Saturday February 5, about 300
people from Tempe, Marrickville
and beyond attended a nighttime film screening put on by
the Sydney Residents Against
Coal Seam Gas (SRACSG).

Café Cana community lunch Photo: Ali Blogg

was really just about allowing everyone
to have the opportunity to blend together,
and sometimes that takes time ... because
we don’t discriminate against any client
group, it just depends whether that’s
something that is workable in terms of
other community projects that are being
run here,” she said.
The Factory Community Centre
provides a meeting place for a number

of community groups.
Its Executive Officer, Michael
Shreenan, said that having Cafe Cana at
the Centre will give their clients access
to affordable food and also allow cafe
regulars to access other community
services.
Through a partnership with Fair
Business, a non-profit social enterprise,
Cafe Cana has acquired access to a coffee

van and will be providing work to some
of its people who have trained as baristas.
Mrs Sneddon said they are looking for
people to hire the van and support the
social enterprise.
Out of the community centre, Cana will
run excursions to a farm in Orchard Hills.
Anyone interested can find out more
by dropping into the cafe on Tuesdays
S
and Thursdays.

The film, Gasland, is a documentary
showing the effects of wide-spread
exploratory and production drilling for
gas in the mid-west farmlands of the
United States. It is a frightening tale
of polluted waterways and aquifers,
industrial plants operating without
environmental controls or basic
consultation of farmers and residents.
The image people remember from it
is the resident lighting the water of
his kitchen tap with a flint lighter.
The NSW Government has
licensed various energy companies
to explore for gas in the Sydney
basin. An exploration licence has no
environmental scrutiny – only when
production is proposed do residents
and other businesses have any say.
Unlike the US Midwest, our region is
coal country and the primary coal seam
gas extracted is methane – the highly
flammable, explosive gas which killed
the miners in Greymouth, New Zealand.
Gas-fired power is described as
cleaner than burning coal. However,
extracting methane for this purpose
is a dirty, dangerous process, which
adds to greenhouse gases. It is not
a green alternative to coal-fired
power, yet the fossil fuel industry
and governments are pursuing gas
extraction and production as coal
becomes less acceptable to the public
concerned about global warming.
The Residents’ Group was set up
by a public meeting in Petersham last
December. Its first action was to call
a rally, attended by 400 people on
December 19, to voice
continued on page 2

EVELEIGH FARMERS’ MARKET
EVERY SATURDAY 8am - 1pm
COME TASTE AUTUMN

An all weather marketplace rain, hail or shine Visit www.eveleighmarket.com.au for all details
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Tim Brunero, Abercrombie Street
resident, reports that Sydney
University is planning a huge
development – an expansion
of its Business Faculty. All of
Abercrombie St, from Codrington
Road to the public school, will go,
including Candelabrum House,
the Shepherd Centre, and the child
care centre, as well as the lane,
the block and the street behind.
They will all be swallowed by this
massive development. In addition
the University is redeveloping the
sports and aquatic centre, adding
basketball courts and another
pool. This will extend the faculty
all the way to Abercrombie St.
At a meeting held at the Royal
Hotel, a working party was set up
to organise follow-up action. Tim
reports: “Already we have got an
extra week of consultation for the
aquatic centre redevelopment. We
are hoping to call a meeting with
the Vice Chancellor over the massive
Business Faculty development.” We
will keep you informed.

Channel 7’s
ongoing problems
in Alexandria
Last month, Winnie Choo, reporting
on the ongoing parking battle with
Channel 7 in Alexandria, quoted
Geoff Turnbull as saying that the
Australian Technology Park has been
claiming that it has done the parking
study and that it is now the City
of Sydney’s problem. In response
to this statement, the ATP has hit
back and says the information is all
on its website. Geoff Turnbull only
realised there was information on
TPS website after the SSH came
out. Maybe a communication
strategy that seems to rely only on
a website is ineffective for local
residents. Here’s an idea for the
ATP Channel 7. Why not have an
ongoing standing committee made
up of residents, Channel 7 and the
ATP? Meanwhile, if you’re a resident
of Alexandria who’s having trouble
parking, for more info go onto the
ATP website.

Australia Post digs in
– Glebe PO will close!
From the Glebe Society website
comes the sad news that “Australia
Post has confirmed that it will
not bow to community pressure
to maintain a proper post office
in Glebe by issuing the following
news release on 1 February 2011.
The campaign to retain Glebe Post
Office (POGA) is considering what
further actions are open to it.”
New Community Postal Agency for
Glebe: “Australia Post last month
announced that it will continue to
provide a range of postal products
and services for Glebe residents from
a local Community Postal Agency,
less than 100 metres away from
the site of the current Glebe Post
Office. Customers will be able to
purchase postage stamps, Express
Post products, Parcel Post satchels

and basic packaging products at the
Lucky 7 Convenience Store, located
at 179 Glebe Point Rd, Glebe, with
more services to be introduced.
Australia Post advised that it will
upgrade the Lucky 7 Convenience
Store to a full Community Postal
Agency, meaning it will be able
to process bill payments made
in person by cheque, as well as
function as a point for weighing,
calculating postage and lodging
mail. ‘We’re pleased that we’ve
been able to work with this local
retailer to achieve an outcome that
meets the needs of the community,
whilst also enabling us to operate
in a more financially sustainable
manner,’ said Executive General
Manager, Retail Services, Christine
Corbett. Australia Post also advised
that the 1,000 Post Office Boxes will
remain in their current location.
In addition, the existing red and
gold street post boxes will remain.
‘With Glebe Post Office having
sustained losses of $750,000 over
the past three years, it was clear
that continuing counter services via
that site was not a financially viable
option, but by moving services to
a local store, we’ve achieved an
outcome that meets everyone’s
needs,’ she said. ‘To run individual
post offices at a loss for lengthy
periods jeopardises the sustainability
of the whole network,’ said Ms
Corbett. The local community is also
served by four post offices within
a 1.3km radius, they are: Sydney
University Post Office; Broadway
Post Office; Missenden Road Post
Office, Camperdown and Pyrmont
Post Office.”

Labor Candidate
for Sydney breaks
ranks over public
housing sell-off
Sacha Blumen, Labor Candidate
for Sydney says, in a statement
to Fast News: “I am calling for a
moratorium on the sell-off of public
housing in Millers Point. Tenants
of public housing need to have
the security of a home, and the
Department needs to take tenants’
connection to the local area into
account when making decisions
about public housing stock. I have
been approached by a tenant of
public housing in Millers Point who
tells me he is being forced to leave
his home of 28 years but hasn’t
been told why by the Department.
This is appalling! We need to
rebuild the level of trust between
tenants of public housing in Millers
Point and the Department so that
there is open communication and
understanding of each other’s needs.
I will rebuild that trust by lobbying
for a moratorium on the sell-off of
public housing in Millers Point,
hosting regular public meetings for
tenants and Departmental officers
to improve communication and
understanding between them, and
ensuring that public housing is
well-maintained.” Great! About
time someone from the Labor Party
stood up for Millers Point!

Trevor eats his porridge Photo: Ali Blogg

My health challenge
Trevor Davies

Over the years, I have made
numerous attempts to lose weight.
Some of you may remember my time
at Mundine’s Gym and pictures of me
jogging up Eveleigh Street, and even
sparring with Choc Mundine. Then
that commitment waned and I put the
weight back on.
Now after the weight came back on
and I reached 110kg (though six years
ago I was a massive 118kg), and after
a series of chest pains and consulting a
cardiologist, I’ve realised my whole eating
regime has to change. Out goes salt, fried
food, white bread. In comes fruit salad,
water, vegetables and non-fatty foods.
And perhaps eating more often at home.

I may even save money!
My problems, I’m sure, are quite
common for guys my age. At a Union
function I attended a year ago the
stomachs were huge!
So, as well as documenting my
journey to fitness we plan to run a
series of health tips from the State
Government’s “Get Healthy” information
website. Have a look at your stomach.
Is it heavy? Are your friends asking you
when the baby is due? Read this column
each month and visit my website:
www.trevorshealthchallenge.com .
You can encourage me in my journey.
Get some helpful tips, and every time
I lose weight and girth you can donate
straight to the SSH. So come and follow
my struggle to lose weight and support
S
independent media!

Gasland, St Peters
continued from page 1

their opposition to the exploratory
drilling for gas that is about to start
in the St Peters neighbourhood. The
residents are demanding an immediate
moratorium on exploration drilling
in the whole Sydney region.
Glenda Evans, a St Peters resident
close to the first drill site, says: “What
we are fighting here farmers in the
Hunter Valley and in Queensland are
also fighting. We need real renewable
energy alternatives – not secret

coal seam gas mining under our
homes, parks, and communities.”
The Residents Group intends to
take the issue into the state election
campaign and to co-operate with other
action groups who are also fighting the
spread of gas exploration in regions like
S
Camden and the Hunter Valley.
For more info phone Anne Picot, St Peters,
Mob. 0404 090 710. Get in touch through
www.nogasmininginsydney.com
and www.lockthegate.org.au

RedWater Markets
@ Redfern Park

Corner Elizabeth & Redfern Streets, Redfern
3rd Saturday of every month
(next market 19/03/11) 8am-4pm
Stallholders selling an eclectic range of handmade,
recycled, secondhand goods, plants, books, sausage sizzle.

Stall bookings/enquiries: 0434 197 527
or email redwatermarkets@live.com.au
Fundraiser for the Factory Community Centre.
Supported by City of Sydney Council.

"Come and be part of this new inner-city market
under the shady trees of beautiful Redfern Park"
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Remembering life on The Block
Sr Pat Ormesher

The Block in Redfern will undergo a
slow transformation. During the year
the SSH will offer, as part of Redfern
Oral History, interviews with people
who have lived on The Block.
Ningenah grew up on The Block in
the 1980s and remembers its community
spirit. “My grandma moved out of Cowra,
she didn’t want to be married to one of
her own people. She moved from the
country and she was like a gypsy. She first
stayed in Taree, then Erskineville. When
I came she always lived in 98 Eveleigh
Street. People from all different country
towns lived here. There’s Hookeys, Smith,
Sessmans, old Jay Moneysett, Slaters. My
Aunty Kay, she and my other Aunty Pat
who passed away, they both lived in
Redfern. We ended up moving just up to
Rawson Street, we had a house next to
Mrs McCarthy, Bob McCarthy’s mum. My
Uncle Dicko and Freddy Bryan lived in the
church next to Father Ted’s.
“It was nice and peaceful round about
the 1980s. There wasn’t much drugs,
nobody ever brought out drugs like they
do today. Everybody would go out and
party on, go to the pub, have a nice
night out, shake hands, sit down and
be sociable. No police. It wasn’t like it is
today. Then we could walk from here to
Town Hall and the older people used to
go for walks around The Block.
“The kids – we’ve got to protect them
because they have never seen the good
side of Redfern. We had all our houses up,
we had dentists, coffee shops, fruit stands,
we had a pizza shop, we had hock shops.
I had heaps of friends from church and
Black Theatre and living here.
“The Black Theatre was a place made
up of black sheep. No matter what state
you came from or what country town you

Ningenah Photo: Ali Blogg

came from, there was one black sheep
from that town. I used to dance up when
I was going to school. We used to have
dance classes upstairs while they were
drinking downstairs and singing along.
They didn’t bother us, they were all just
our family and they were harmless. I
used to think of them as my big family.”
Yo u a re ve r y g o o d w i t h yo u n g
children and you are also very
respectful of the elders, you look after
them. Where do you get that from?
“I got that from my grandparents. They
taught me always to look up to your
elders, respect them and look after the
younger ones because they are the next
generation and they will be looking
after you.
“The most enjoyable thing I like is
when everyone just got their guitars out,
all the old people, just sat down and just
sang songs and enjoyed themselves. Even
people older than me they were sitting
down, they had grown, and just listen
to the music and singing along. If they
didn’t know the song, they’d just tap their

feet and just enjoy themselves. It was just
harmony.
“We had heaps of fires in the winter,
sitting around. When other people came
from different towns they said they
couldn’t believe we had a fire right in
the middle, wouldn’t we get in trouble?”
What do you think about when
you sit down and look at the fire?
“It brings back memories of all the people
I grew up and was reared with. People
have passed away over the years. Big
Uncle Fred, Uncle Tommy, Uncle Stan,
Daphne, it just keeps going on and on.
Wayne. I was only young and they all
treated me as their son. I was the youngest
out of the lot of them then. Sharon Chiller,
do you know Joe Bonham, his girlfriend.
The Black Theatre and the church people.
She was about 23 and I was about 19,
20. She was the youngest girl and I was
the youngest boy and we got treated like
their own.
“The younger generation is asking me
for advice now because, like they say, they
all look up to me as a big leader and respect
me. I am thankful I’ve got a gift like that
and I can talk to them. It doesn’t matter if
they are on drugs or drunk, but at least I’ve
got the time to sit down and just have a
talk. I thought that is more comfy than just
saying I don’t want to have anything to do
with it and just walking away from it. We
can just sit down here. With teenagers, it is
better to calm them down rather than they
just walk round the corner. The main thing
is you have five or 10 minutes. It makes me
feel happy and makes them feel a whole lot
prouder of themselves. They say, ‘If Uncle
S
can do it, why can’t we do it?’”
This is an abridged version of an
interview with Ningenah (Sam Hookey)
from 2002. Read the full interview
on the Redfern Oral History website:
www.redfernoralhistory.org

There’s a great deal of activity on
campus. Not only are our students back
and classes in full swing again, but we’re
making progress on a number of major
projects.
There’s a great deal of activity on campus. Not only are our students back
and classes in full swing again, but we’re making progress on a number of
major projects.
As many of you will be aware, we are planning a major upgrade of our Sports
and Aquatic Centre, located off Rose St. This will be done in two stages –
the first being construction of a new Sports Hall for basketball, boxing and
group fitness activities. The second stage is a 25 metre pool for water-polo,
lap training and learn to swim classes.
Thank you to everyone who has submitted feedback through the Council’s
website. The Development Application is currently being assessed and we hope
the first stage of the project will commence in July this year. Further details are
available here: www.sydney.edu.au/facilities/projects/sac/expansion.shtml.
We are close to finalising the design for the upgrade of the Abercrombie
Precinct, which will then be submitted to the Department of Planning where it
will be on public display. You will also be invited to a community information
session to discuss the project.
One of the benefits of our plan to build a world class business school on the
site is that it will create new green space and enhance the landscaping of the
heritage streetscapes. Importantly it will also strengthen the pedestrian and
cycle network from Redfern station.
A key element of the design is that it should limit external impacts and provide
improved amenities for the local community. Space for approximately 250
cars will be provided in the basement, replacing the 70 spaces on Rose St and
Boundary Lane. We estimate that construction will commence in 2012. For
further information please see: www.sydney.edu.au/abercrombie_precinct/
Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor
Community contact details
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523 Email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au
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Pemulwuy briefing for
Deputy Premier
Geoff Turnbull

REDFERN: Carmel Tebbutt last month
visited the Aboriginal Housing
Company to get an update on the
Pemulwuy project. Opposition
Leader, Barry O’Farrell, was
briefed a few months earlier.
A press release by Geoff
Turnbull for REDWatch reports:
The Department of Planning (DoP)
has posted the Aboriginal Housing
Company’s (AHC) Preliminary Plans
for modification of the Pemulwuy
Project Concept Plan. These
documents can now be viewed on
the Department of Planning’s Major
Project website under Pemulwuy
Concept Plan MOD 1. We have
provided some background to
the changes and a guide to the
documents currently available below.
On 30 June 2009 the DoP finally
gave approval to a Concept Plan for
the redevelopment of AHC lands on
and around The Block in Redfern.
You can still see all the documents
for the original proposal on the DoP
website under Pemulwuy Mixed Use
Development Redfern. This approval
followed a long battle by the AHC
and the community to get approval
for the building of a new housing
development on The Block.
Having received concept approval
the AHC has been working for
the last year on the project and
in particular on how to ensure
that building the project can be
funded and be viable in the long
term. The AHC will retain control
of the development and they have

engaged Dei Corp, who is doing
the Redfern RSL Redevelopment,
to act as the Project Manager.
During the review process the
AHC decided it needed to strengthen
the income-producing side of the
development to ensure the affordable
housing component would be viable
in the long term. As a result the area
between Caroline and Lawson streets
is now proposed as much-needed
student housing above retail at
street level. This, along with some
commercial parking underneath
the Pemulwuy Project and income
from the commercial development
alongside the railway line, is designed
to provide an income stream for the
AHC so it can provide affordable
housing for Aboriginal families.
As a result of these changes the
AHC has submitted the modifications
to the Department of Planning.
The DoP has now advised the AHC
of its requirements and the AHC
with Dei Corp are preparing the
documentation requested by the DoP
so the amended proposals can be
placed on formal public exhibition.
In line with planning procedures
the DoP has made available
the Preliminary Environmental
Assessment (Application) and the
Departments Requirements on the
DoP website. All future documents
associated with the modification and
exhibition will also be placed on the
REDWatch site as they are available.
These documents can be found
on the Major Projects website
of the Department of Planning
The Block: Pemulwuy Concept
S
Plan MOD 1.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Tanya Plibersek MP
Member for Sydney

Australian
Multiculturalism:
Alive and Well
Recently the leader of the new conservative
British government echoed German Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s claim that multiculturalism had
‘utterly failed’. I am happy to say that reports of
the death of multiculturalism, at least in Australia,
have been greatly exaggerated.

Glebe locals enjoy their fundraising lunch Photo: Ali Blogg

Great little fundraiser for flood victims
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

GLEBE: A few weeks ago, the Baptist
ministry centre in the Hope Street
Urban Compassion coffee shop was
the focus for a great little fundraiser
for flood victims in Queensland.
Pastor Julie Brackenreg said that
the centre normally serves the Glebe
Area Tenants Group, the Wednesday
Wheelie Warriors (a charity bike group)
and disabled children, as they gather, at
various times, for treats and a chat in
the café.
However, on this occasion, which was
devoted to the celebration of Australia

Day, the café was buzzing with activity
as people gathered for socialising and
supporting the cause for the flood victims
with entertainments, including trivia
games and raffles.
The $2-a-plate meal, which people
could buy or win as a prize, had to be a
“typically Aussie lunch”. And so it was
with pie, sausage, fairy bread, lamingtons
and Anzac biscuits.
Ms Brackenreg said that a number of
local businesses – “Fork in Hand” (from
the Friend in Hand Pub) “Fountains 77”,
“Fundamental Foods”, the “Flammin
Restaurant”, “The Cool Father” and “Fish
on Fire” – had provided meals and prizes
for the raffle. Glenmore Meats, a local

meat supplier, had given the sausages.
Before the lunch began, $600 had
already been given for the cause. The
café was filled with over 70 people
through the day who, while enjoying
themselves, were also keen to help
others. In the end, $1200 was raised for
the cause.
Volunteers from the Glebe local area
were helping in all sorts of ways to make
the meal possible, as well as assisting in
the sorting out of goods from the church
op shop to go to homeless people and
people in public housing in Queensland.
Ms Brackenreg, and her husband Laurie,
were planning to drive up with a trailer
S
load of these resources.

Ethics classes, at last
SSH

Last year, NSW Education Minister
Verity Firth announced that the
Government had approved ethics classes
for public schools. On her blog site,
the Minister wrote: “It has been a long
process, with considerable opposition
along the way, but I genuinely believe
this is a great reform. However, there
are probably a few things I need to say
to set the record straight. First, nothing
in what we announced today threatens
the ongoing existence of Scripture, or
Special Religious Education (SRE), in
our schools.
“Since the Public Instruction Act of
1880 (and possibly earlier) students in
public schools have had a right to Special
Religious Education. Section 32 of our
current Education Act guarantees that
right, just as section 33 of the same
Act gives parents the right to withdraw
their child from SRE. However, since
1980, Education Dept policy had been
that if a parent chose not to send their
child to Scripture, then that child was
not allowed to do anything that may
advantage him or her above the Scripture
students. In other words, no studying of
the curriculum, and more pointedly, the
policy explicitly stated that there be no
curriculum-based lessons, or lessons in
other areas such as ethics, values, civics
or general religious education.
“I went to public primary and high
schools and up until Year 9 attended
Anglican Scripture regularly. I am pleased
I did. I credit Scripture with helping me
shape my own moral sense and an
intellectual understanding of what it is
to be a good and kind person. It seems
unfair to me that just because a parent

may choose not to send their child to
SRE that their child should not have the
opportunity to explore ethical questions,
to undertake an examination of
themselves and how they want to live. Dr
Sue Knight in her independent evaluation
of our ethics trial in NSW points out
very clearly that ethics taught properly
is not about moral relativism, the idea
that ‘anything goes’, which is clearly not
what we want to teach our children.
“Reasoned ethical decision making
‘must be carried out on the basis
of fundamental principles, such as
the notion that morality is grounded
in suffering and wellbeing and the
understanding that humans … share
common capacities for such suffering
and well-being’.”
Primary Ethics, the new not-for-profit
organisation established by the St James
Ethics Centre as an independent vehicle
to provide Ethics education as an option
for NSW primary school children who
don’t attend Scripture classes, is running
its inaugural training workshops for 90
volunteer Ethics teachers this week.
Bruce Hogan, Chairperson of Primary
Ethics, says the training at the University
of New South Wales [on February 1-2],
is an historical moment in education in
NSW public primary schools. “This is
just the first step in our long journey
to deliver a quality curriculum through
trained volunteer ethics teachers to all
primary schools in the State, where
parents would like that option for their
children,” says Mr Hogan.
On December 1, 2010, the NSW
Parliament passed legislation creating
a legal right for children who don’t
attend SRE classes to attend classes
in philosophical ethics where they
are offered.

“The quality of the volunteers
selected for this first round of training
is outstanding”, says Mr Hogan,
who acknowledges that the fledgling
organisation has capacity constraints
when it comes to meeting the full
demand for programs in schools across
the State. “We’re delighted we can start
2011 with 90 classes in 57 schools after
getting the go-ahead just two months
ago, but we expect that once school
starts back, demand is going to increase.
We’ll only be able to meet that demand
if we can attract and retain thousands of
volunteers,” he says. “Primary Ethics is
a charitable enterprise that is only able
to operate because of the extraordinary
good will of many. This is a social
enterprise operating without capital or
any assured income. Volunteers and the
spirit that motivates them for the good
of children are our only assets.”
Over the school holidays, a core
group of volunteers recruited Ethics
Coordinators for 69 schools across the
State. Of these, 57 schools were able to
recruit 90 volunteers (which includes
14 ethics teachers from last year’s pilot)
who are all undergoing training this
week and can start teaching as soon as
next week.
Primary Ethics plans to create an
interconnected curriculum from K-6 and
will start by rolling out a program for
Years 5-6 curriculums in 2011, with pilot
programs for children in earlier stages
of education being developed over the
next couple of years. This work will be
accelerated if resources can be found to
S
do so.
All those interested in volunteering
should visit the Primary Ethics website
at www.primaryethics.com.au

Australians are lucky to be the beneficiaries of
multiculturalism’s many successes. More than just
the food we eat, multiculturalism in Australia
builds a shared sense of nationhood forged
through mutual respect, common values and a
commitment to fairness.
On February 16 the Federal Labor Government
launched its multiculturalism policy, committing
to support policies and programs that strengthen
Australia’s successful brand of multiculturalism.
This commitment provides leadership in the
national debate on anti-racism by endorsing,
at the highest level of government, a policy of
celebrating our nation’s diversity.
This commitment also provides concrete support
to strengthen Australia’s multiculturalism.
The Gillard Government will establish a
new Multicultural Youth Sports Partnership
Program aimed at young people from diverse
backgrounds. The Government will also provide
new Multicultural Arts and Festivals Funding,
recognising the role of festivals and the arts in
promoting diversity, social cohesion and mutual
understanding.
Harmony Day on March 21 also marks the United
Nation’s International Day for the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination. The theme this year is
‘Everyone Belongs’ and I encourage you to find
an event nearby to celebrate the fact that, in
Australia, multiculturalism is alive and well.

For more information, visit:

www.harmony.gov.au
Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP, Labor Member for Sydney
150 Broadway, Broadway NSW 2007
T 9379 0700 F 9379 0701 | Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au
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The development of
sustainable streets
Kelly Lane

CHIPPENDALE: The City of Sydney
Council has launched a project to create
“sustainable streets” in Chippendale.
The aim of the project is to trial ways
that will reduce water and energy
bills. If the Chippendale model works
the Council will look at implementing
similar strategies city-wide.
A letter from Lord Mayor Clover
Moore to Myrtle Street residents advised
that the project will also “guide our
plans to construct new kerbs, pram
ramps and gardens at the Myrtle Street
and City Road intersection”.
Local sustainability expert and
Chippendale resident, Michael Mobbs,
has been recruited by the Council to
write a report suggesting solutions to
cool the suburb.
Mr Mobbs, who is known for his
sustainable house on Myrtle St in
Chippendale where he collects rain
water for drinking, generates his own
electricity and treats his own sewage
on-site, says: “Chippendale is two
degrees hotter in summer than it should
be. That’s because it has black roads, not
enough tree canopy cover and that’s true
of all Australian cities.”
“What I’d like to be able to achieve
is at least a two degree reduction in
summer temperatures in the next couple
of years … that’ll save millions of dollars

Michael Mobbs in the Myrtle Street garden Photo: Ali Blogg

in water and energy bills and then we’ll
know that the system works and we can
apply it to the whole city,” he says.
Mr Mobbs is looking into different
road designs and increasing tree
coverage to achieve cooler temperatures,
including using pale tar in road
construction, planting trees in the
middle of the road and planting roadside
gardens.
One of the difficulties of the projects
will be working out an irrigation system
for the trees planted in the middle of the
road. “Two things that trees need are air
and water. The last thing engineers want
in the roads are air and water so there is
a conflict with growing trees on roads,”
says Mr Mobbs.
Creating a sustainable street is
not without cost. Mr Mobbs says his
report will also inform the Council’s
allocation of the money to carry out the
project. He is also taking into account
the average homeowner who wants a
more sustainable lifestyle by looking at
reducing the cost of installing rain tanks
and solar panels.
The project will include giving people
the opportunity to tour Mr Mobb’s
sustainable house to witness that style
of living in action.
According to Mr Mobbs, the project is
still in its very early days and there will
be a consultation program to explain the
concept and the opportunities for residents
S
to contribute to its direction.

Residents reject
booze and burger
combo
Nicholas McCallum

ROSEBERY: Just down the road from
the site of an infamous battle between
residents and a certain Evangelical
Mega-Church development proposal,
a new conflict is brewing in South
Sydney. Where the pious were pitted
against the people last time, today it is
merchants of vice who have submitted
their development plans to the Sydney
Council.
Only three days before Christmas, a
plan to develop a McDonald’s and the
discount liquor store Dan Murphy’s on
the corner of Botany Road and Hayes
Street in Rosebery was submitted to
Council. The $6.3 million proposal
includes a 72-space car park and
operational hours of 5am to 1am for
the restaurant and 9am to 10pm for the
bottle-o, seven days a week.
Local resident and business owner,
Steve McDermott, feels that the opening
hours and the combination of alcohol
and fast food will be a lightning rod for
anti-social behaviour. One major concern
for locals is the positioning of the car
park that will be hidden from the main
roads and will likely, as is the case with
many McDonald’s car parks, become
a hangout for “hoons” and “mischiefmakers”.
“As a small local business owner I
don’t believe that it’s in my interest
because it will attract people of their
ilk to break into my shop and steal my
merchandise,” Mr McDermott said,
adding that the local police have already
made their objection to the combination
of burgers and booze in the one place.
And Mr McDermott is not alone.
Veteran of fighting DAs in South Sydney,
the Rosebery Residents Action Group,

has also submitted its objections to
Council regarding the development.
“Our primary objection is to the
combination of a late-night fast-food
outlet with a late-night bottle shop,
with a hidden car park not observable
from Botany Road, which we believe
will result in increased crime and other
antisocial behaviour”, the RRAG’s
official letter of objection reads, also
sighting that there was much anecdotal
evidence to support its objections.
The RRAG has also gone as far as to
dismiss the DA as a “flawed concept”, on
a number of levels. One flaw, according
to the RRAG, is that the restaurant is
justified because of the imminent
increase in population that will follow
the development of the Green Square
precinct. But the proposed development
would lie outside that precinct. It also
raises the point that the DA suggests that
147 ongoing jobs would be created by
the development, yet the McDonald’s
Corporation would likely close its
Waterloo outlet. Jobs would obviously
be lost in this closure, but this is not
stipulated in the DA.
Mr McDermott, a mobile phone
m erc ha n t, wa s s ca t h in g o f t h e
surreptitious way the land was
purchased and the timing of the recent
DA. He also stated that many residents
were led to believe that the land would
be for a “flagship family restaurant
only”.
“That’s why they purchased the
land,” he said. “It’s a ridiculous proposal
now with Dan Murphy’s.”
While the McDonald’s will be the
sixth outlet within a three-kilometre
radius, the closest Dan Murphy’s is in
the neighbouring suburb of Alexandria.
This would have dire consequences for
the few independently owned bottle

The family and supporters of TJ Hickey, an Aboriginal youth who died in Waterloo in the context of a police pursuit, thought they
were going to have a small win and be allowed a plaque commemorating his life at the site of his tragic death. Redfern Police and
Housing NSW, however, have objected to the proposed wording of the inscription. On February 14 a rally was held to mark the
seven-year anniversary of TJ’s death. Redfern Local Area Commander Detective Superintendent Luke Freudenstein was present
at the rally. Photo: Ali Blogg

shops already trading in the area.
“There’s the celebrations that would
be in trouble as well as the liquor shop
in Mascot which is a family run business
that has been in operation for decades.”
Mr McDermott suggested that the
family-owned and operated Mascot
Liquor would be hit hardest after

recently redeveloping its store into a
state-of-the-art wine cellars.
“No liquor store survives Dan
Murphy’s,” he said.
The opportunity to formally respond
to the DA was officially closed off on
February 6, which has raised the ire of
residents because it was submitted over

the Christmas holiday period. But there
is no room for goodwill, according to
Mr McDermott, who believes the whole
concept to be a “hideous development”.
“This is a big issue. This will impact on
Rosebery, Alexandria and Beaconsfield,” he
said. “Put them together and they’ll really
S
have a fight on the their hands.”
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Juvenile justice
SSH

The following is extracted with
permission from UnitingCare Burnside’s
“20 steps for safe children, strong
families, inclusive communities in a
just society”. The document has been
produced by UnitingCare Burnside to
inform and encourage advocacy in the
lead-up to the 2011 NSW State Election
about issues affecting disadvantaged
people in our community. The 20 steps
within the document, if implemented
by a future NSW Government, would
help ensure vulnerable children,

young people and families receive
the help they need, when they
need it, for as long as they need it.
Download the full document at www.
childrenyoungpeopleandfamilies.org.au
Children and young people in NSW
are placed in juvenile detention at four
times the rate of Victoria. Fifty per cent
of young people placed in detention are
“on remand” waiting for their hearing
but after being held in detention, 80 per
cent of these young people will not get a
custodial sentence. This means that over
3,000 young people are being needlessly

exposed to juvenile detention every
year. Indigenous young people represent
almost 40 per cent of the juvenile remand
population.
NSW needs to dramatically reduce the
number of young people held on remand
and put in place policies and programs to
prevent young people coming into contact
with the juvenile justice system. Reducing
the number of people on remand alone
would mean better outcomes for young
people, but also release the pressure
on juvenile justice centres, saving
approximately $500 every day for every
young person on remand.
The Noetic Review of the Juvenile
Justice system in 2010 recommended
major reforms of the system through using
a Justice Reinvestment approach. Justice
Reinvestment involves redirecting funding

Juvenile Justice Forum “WHO SPEAKS FOR THIS CHILD?”
South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St, Waterloo.
Saturday, March 19, 4-6pm
MC:
Julie McCrossin (journalist/lawyer/
broadcaster/facilitator).
Speakers:
`` Joseph Correy (journalist/lawyer).
Joe grew up in Redfern, and played
a significant part in the early
development of the SSH (he was at
one time Assistant Editor). He has
been a passionate supporter of local
issues, not least the struggle of urban
Aboriginal people for resources and
equal opportunity.
`` Tim Grey (musician/hospitality/
boating). Tim is an Aboriginal musician

(member of The Black Turtles).
A graduate of Eora College and employee
of The Tribal Warrior Association.
`` George Dieter (psychologist/author).
George is the author of the book,
Creating Criminals Without
Even Trying.
`` Karen Bevan (Director – Social Justice
Unit, UnitingCare Children, Young
People & Families).
The forum follows on from event in
October 2010, held at the University
of Sydney. Speakers on that occasion,
including Graeme West MP, Shane Brown
(South Sydney Youth Services) and
Karen Bevan (UnitingCare), stressed
the vulnerability of young people
“in trouble with the law” and with

inadequate representation and support.
The criminalisation of anti-social
adolescent behaviour was seen to be
an all-too common problem with dire
implications for the young person
and society.
Speakers called for increases to funding
for preventative, restorative and rehab
programs. Remand was singled out as a
major issue, and reforms to the Bail Act
a priority.
In the context of a State election
campaign, the forum aims to call
attention to need for reforms to the
Bail Act (NSW).
It aims to build momentum for broad
changes in policy, attitude and awareness
with respect to young people and the law.

March 2011

away from detention (including remand)
to early intervention and prevention
programs and services to reduce the
number of young people who offend
and come into contact with the juvenile
justice system.
UnitingCare Burnside calls on all
parties to commit to:
 Undertake major reform of the
juvenile justice system using Justice
Reinvestment as the underpinning
framework with planning and
implementation to commence
immediately.
 Conduct a comprehensive review of
the Bail Act 1978 in consultation with
the non-government sector and exempt
young people from Section 22A of the
Act within six months.
 Resource and support Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander communities
to develop and implement strategies
to reduce the numbers of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander children
and young people in contact with the
juvenile justice system to commence
within 12 months.
 Increase community support for people
in pre-court and during court processes
in addition to access to a solicitor for
young people and children charged
with a criminal offence to commence
within 12 months.
 Set new operational targets for the
NSW Police Force to increase the use
of diversionary options under the
Young Offenders Act 1997 including
warnings, cautions and juvenile justice
conferencing to commence within
S
12 months.

integrity

vision
hardwork
see the proof
at Clover’s
website
www.clovermoore.com
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Local law talk
Dale Mills

Last month the SSH carried a report
on an event held in January at Fox
Studios in Moore Park. That noise
was heard in faraway Darlington.
Dale Mills, a Waterloo resident and
lawyer, gives some helpful tips on how
to handle noise.
Noisy neighbours are one of the
most common complaints across
Sydney and can be a special problem
in areas where there is medium or
high-density housing. Sadly, there are
no magic solutions. It is the number one
complaint for those living in strata title
developments.
A little perspective helps. Different
people have different issues with noise.
The noise of children playing in the
street drives my partner mad, while I
don’t mind it. Clanging church bells
early on a Sunday morning – a charming
sound to some – tends to drive me crazy
and reminds me of the demented chants
of the Hunchback of Notre Dame (“The
bells! The bells!”). We are all different.
Many people make noise but don’t
know how much they disturb others.
Just pointing out to a neighbour how
noisy they are can be useful. Have a
quick word. If you find this intimidating,

drop them a note. It’s good to be polite,
as being rude will just wind them up.
In the Waterloo flat where I live, I was
a little intimidated approaching the
neighbours nearby, so I wrote them
a quick note saying that when they
argued, the whole street could hear.
Dropping them a polite note made them
aware of just how loud they were. The
problem is not solved, but the noise is
a lot less frequent.
Calling the police and saying you
want to make a noise complaint can also
be helpful. The police will visit and ask
them to keep the noise down, or issue
a noise abatement direction. But don’t
expect a whole lot more than that.
A complaint to the other person’s
landlord may help if you and the noisy
neighbour have the same landlord or
agent (such as both living in public
housing). With public housing tenants,
there may be special provisions in the
tenancy agreement about antisocial
behaviour. Those in state titles
accommodation where there is a
company entity may also proceed under
the relevant rules of the body corporate.
A further approach is a Community
Justice Centre, which specialises in
mediation and conflict management
between neighbours. It can be contacted
on 1800 990 777.

If things get legal, there are a number
of things you can do. The Protection of
the Environment Operations Act 1997
places restrictions on noises. Generally,
the noise-free time is supposed to be
between 8pm and 7am. The local council
can issue a Noise Control Order, or a
local court can issue a Noise Abatement
Order. It’s best to get legal advice before
taking these actions, from a community
legal centre or private solicitor.
With noise coming from early
morning garbage trucks, or council
workers using leaf-blowers, a quick call
to your local council might establish that
the workers are working outside of their
guideline hours.
The best online guide to noise issues
is the State Government’s Department
of the Environment website. The
Department’s 179-page Noise Guide
for Local Government contains more
information than would generally be
known by a local solicitor, so that might
save some money. The latest edition of
the guide was released in October.
The Noise Guide can be found at
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/noise
Legal advice is available from
private solicitors (who may charge)
or somewhere such as the Redfern
Legal Centre (9698 7277).

New branding for Redfern

Kristina
Keneally MP
MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON

I love our community. It’s where my husband Ben
and I are raising our two sons.
I am proud to have represented the State Electorate
of Heffron since 2003.
I have delivered major investments for our
community, including:
✓ New Metrobus services,
✓ The new Redfern Health Clinic,
✓ The National Centre of Indigenous Excellence,
✓ New and upgraded social housing, and
✓ Other projects to help revitalize South Sydney.
I am proud to have been able to support the work
of local community groups by securing funding for
projects including:
✓	$78,668 for South Sydney Youth Services to
renovate a building for a community arts centre
in Redfern,
✓	$42,680 for St George Antiochian Orthodox
Church in Redfern to renovate the church
bathrooms,
✓	$35,000 for SDN Children’s Services to build a
new community meeting space in Redfern, and
✓	$13,465 for the Exodus Foundation to install airconditioning at their premises in Redfern.
However, there is more to do. I know that many
families are under pressure from rising prices.
My first priority if re-elected to State Parliament will
be to introduce a new law – Fairness for Families –
which will cap many Government fees and charges,
keep Sydney Water in public hands and provide a
$250 rebate for energy bills.
I will keep working to deliver for our community and
provide the practical help local families need.

On February 5, as part of Back To Redfern festivities at Redfern Oval, Lord Mayor and Member for Sydney, Clover Moore, and Premier
and Member for Heffron, Kristina Keneally, helped launch the Redfern brand (commissioned by the City of Sydney, the Redfern Waterloo
Authority, South Sydney Business Chamber, REDWatch and South Sydney Rabbitohs, and designed by Frost*). The Redfern brand aims to
change negative perceptions by promoting Redfern and surrounding areas of Waterloo, Darlington and Eveleigh as a destination that is

Kristina Keneally
Authorised by Steve McDermott, Shop A, 1 Shirley
Street Alexandria, NSW 2015

welcoming and vibrant. A detailed style guide on using the brand is available from City of Sydney. Phone 9265 9333. Photo: Andrew Collis

Our idea came down to the need to capture a ‘welcoming spirit’ that encourages people
to come to Redfern and the surrounding areas of Waterloo, Darlington and Eveleigh to
discover all the area has to offer. This was based on the insight that people’s perceptions
of Redfern change significantly once they visit, but many currently don’t find it inviting
due to outdated beliefs about the area. The idea of welcoming is also deeply connected
to the rich indigenous history of Redfern and traditions of 'welcoming to country'.
Cat Burgess, strategic director of Frost*

Kristina Keneally MP
Member for Heffron
Phone: 0487 336 021
Email: heffron@alp.com.au
Mail: PO Box 7104, Alexandria NSW 2015
Address: Shop A, 1 Shirley Street Alexandria, NSW 2015
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tripod cafe
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington
Ph: 9698 8677 Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

Pepsee
CUT & COLOUR H A IRSA LON

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available
276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008
Mobile: 0403 110 832

Protesters in Enmore Photo: Supplied

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure
Psychology
Urban Nature wellbeing centre
216 enmore rd (cnr edgeware Rd)
enmore nsw 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

Sydney Central
Panel Beaters
Lic. No.: 18843

154-156 Regent St, Redfern
Ph: 9319 6044
Fax: 9319 2223
sydneycentralpanelbeat@smartchat.net.au
Insurance - Private - Fleet work
Fleet Card Accepted
Courtesy cars – All work guaranteed

Protesters claim a veiled threat
Patricia Tellis

NEWTOWN: To some, the burqa evokes
images of oppression and slavery. In
the recent past this traditional dress
of the Muslim woman has been hotly
debated in our country with Opposition
Leader Tony Abbott stating that a lot of
Australians find the burqa confronting
and conservative South Australian
Liberal Senator Cory Bernardi calling
for a national ban.
Sydney’s Inner West is no exception.
Since last September the eclectic, vibrant
and liberal community of Newtown
has being dealing with its own burqa
controversy. It started with local glass
sculptor, Sergio Redegalli, painting a
mural on the side of his shop featuring
a woman wearing a niqab (a veil for the
face that leaves the area around the eyes
clear) with the inscription: “Say No to
Burqas”. Since then, Redegalli’s painting
has been vandalised 44 times, he has been
threatened and under pressure from locals
and the Marrickville Council to paint over
the mural.
In January, a planned protest against
Redegalli’s mural put Newtown back in
the national headlines when 100 people
marched from the square outside the
Newtown Neighbourhood Centre to
Station Street in Enmore (the site where
the mural was painted). Protesters carried
large banners chanting, “Solidarity is our
weapon, fascists off the streets”.
The painter at the heart of this
controversy maintains his mural is
not fuelled by racism but is aimed at

encouraging discussion and debate about
the practise of wearing the burqa. “Why
should people wearing the burqa deserve
special treatment versus people wearing
helmets and hats who are asked to take
them off at a bank and in stores to identify
themselves?” asks Mr Redegalli.
This initially peaceful protest ended
up in a scuffle with the Newtown Police.
Allegedly, punches were thrown and
necks were grabbed. Seven people were
arrested. According to Mark Goudkamp,
resident of Newtown and a protestor at
the rally: “Just as the protest was winding
down, the heavily inflated police presence
decided to provoke a final confrontation.
They used heavy handed tactics, a high
level of aggression and arrested seven
of us.”
“Most of us protesting against the mural
have a secular worldview – progressives,
we recognise that the civil liberties of our
Muslim sisters and brothers have been
seriously curtailed in the decade following
September 11, 2001,” said Mr Goudkamp.
The Newtown Police, on the other
hand, refuses to take sides. According to
Inspector Anthony Metcalfe of Newtown
Police: “We acknowledge people’s right
to free speech. We cannot and will
not take sides in this debate. It is our
job to maintain the peace within the
community.” According to Inspector
Metcalfe, the police only got involved
when the protesters started vandalising
private property. People were arrested for
criminal acts, assaulting police, resisting
arrest and malicious damage.
In a bid to keep the campaign going,
Mr Redegalli vows to keep the mural till a

law is passed banning burqas in Australia.
The controversy raises questions. Today
we are debating about a ban on the burqa.
What is stopping us from taking on the
proposed 10-year Muslim immigration ban
or stopping the Sikhs from wearing their
turbans or prohibiting Christians from
wearing crosses? Australia is known for its
multiculturalism. Do you think the desire
to ban the burqa represents intolerance
towards other religions and traditions? Is
it a sign that we are losing our diversity
as a nation?
Have your say. Write to us at the SSH.
S
We’d love to hear your thoughts.

Burqa
The most concealing Islamic veil that
covers the entire face and body leaving
a mesh screen to see through.
Niqab
A veil for the face that leaves the area
around the eyes clear. It is commonly
worn with a headscarf.
Hijab
A scarf that covers the head and neck
but leaves the face uncovered.
Chador
An open cloak worn by many Iranian
women in public spaces.
Al-Amira
Two-piece veil that consists of a close-fitting
cap and a tube-like scarf.
Shayla
A long, rectangular scarf wrapped around the
head and tucked or pinned at the shoulder.

New arts centre set to open
Kate Williamson

EVELEIGH: On February 4, 2011,
Premier and Member for Heffron
Kristina Keneally, presented WEAVE
Youth Family Community Services
(formerly South Sydney Youth Service)
with a $78,668 Community Building
Partnership grant to develop a new
arts centre.
WEAVE Youth Family Community
Services was amongst a number of
community organisations in the area
to receive funding as part of the NSW
Government’s Community Building
Partnership program that helps local
communities improve their facilities.
The new arts venue is located on
Wilson Street alongside CarriageWorks
and provides a dedicated space for creative

programs for people experiencing hardship
to improve their overall wellbeing. Services
provided will include mental health support
along with a studio space, artistic advice,
technical support, supply of materials,
marketing services and exhibitions.
In awarding the funding, the Premier
acknowledged the continued dedication
the service has had to serving the local
community. Ms Keneally said: “WEAVE
Youth Family Community Services has
provided an invaluable service to the
young people in our community since
1975, offering casework and counselling
services, mental health services, education
and training groups and children’s
programs.”
Director of WEAVE Youth Family
Community Services, Shane Brown,
believes that the new arts centre fills a
much needed gap in creative spaces for the

local community. Mr Brown told the SSH:
“We all have creative potential as artists,
however, the mainstream art scene can be
very elite. This new venue provides a space
for local people to come and practice their
art in a supportive environment.”
An important addition is a dedicated
exhibition space for artists to show their
art and generate sales. Located near
CarriageWorks, it is also well positioned
within a burgeoning arts scene.
Currently the centre is awaiting
development approval to undertake general
repairs. An official launch is planned for
later in the year in time for the annual Mad
Pride Youth Event.
Other organisations in the South Sydney
area that have also received funding
include Alexandria Rovers JRLFC, The
Exodus Foundation and The Fact Tree
S
Youth Service. 
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State Election 2011 – Exclusive interviews

T

he official election campaign was yet to begin but NSW Premier Kristina Keneally and Opposition Leader Barry O’Farrell had already started firing across the bows at a forum on
Western Sydney at Penrith’s Q Theatre on Monday February 7. Some shots were aimed at blasting policies; others were more personally targeted. The debate gave a taste of what will be
a very bitter campaign. Yet voters do not expect either party to be shining beacons of aspiration or inspiration. They might hope for – at the very least – a campaign fought over issues and
not personalities or appearances. But if the preliminary debate was anything to go by, these leaders might need to repeat their primary schooling. They might even learn some ethics, now that both
parties have agreed to continue the ethics classes program in State schools. Questions were put to both leaders, and their responses are included here. [See also Candidate Profiles on page 15.]

Barry O’Farrell – our next Premier?
SSH

The City of Sydney and the State
Government recently signed an
agreement (MoU) on transport, aiming to
make the CBD more pedestrian friendly. Will a
Coalition Government work with the
City to implement the plan? Does the
Coalition have an alternative proposal?
The NSW Liberals and Nationals have
long supported light rail. In fact, we took a
proposal to the 2007 State Election for light rail
in the CBD which was rubbished by the Labor
Government at the time. We think light rail is
a good solution and will work with Sydney
City Council to progress its expansion.
However, this MoU was signed between
Kristina Keneally and Clover Moore without any
consultation with residents, business owners or
people who work in the city. I reserve the right
to act in the best interests of the people of NSW.
Will there be a Minister for Redfern
Waterloo in a Coalition government?
Brad Hazzard, who is very well known to
the people of Redfern for his work with the
Aboriginal community, will have responsibility for
the Redfern Waterloo portfolio should the NSW
Liberals and Nationals be elected. If given the
opportunity in March, Brad will do a terrific job.
Does the Coalition have any plans to
address public housing differently?
Public housing is a vital community service
provided by State government. We will
reform Housing NSW to boost their activity
and customer focus. We believe partnerships
with the private and not-for-profit sectors will
provide more public housing and affordable
housing. There will also be an expanded
role of the community housing sector.
Does the Coalition have a plan to
reduce the high rate of young people
in juvenile detention in NSW?
Shadow Minister for Justice Greg Smith
has announced a NSW Liberals and Nationals
Government will focus on early intervention
and reducing the rate of reoffending. We’re
determined to help kids who fall off the
tracks, get back on them as soon as possible
before they spiral into a life of crime.
The NSW Liberals and Nationals have
committed to undertaking a comprehensive
and consultative review of the Bail Act. In
particular, we intend to examine exempting
or limiting the application of S22A of the
Bail Act for juveniles in an effort to reduce
the number of juveniles on remand.
Also, a NSW Liberals and Nationals
Government will step up the fight on drug
addiction and reoffending rates by establishing
a dedicated Metropolitan Drug Treatment
Facility housing up to 300 inmates.
The NSW Liberals and Nationals are
determined to treat crime at its source and if
we can get criminals off illicit drugs, it will
vastly reduce their chances of reoffending.

Reoffending rates in NSW are the highest of
any State and the key to driving down crime
is to stop criminals returning to gaol.
The NSW Liberals and Nationals want
a safer community and getting people off
illicit drugs is a step towards achieving that
goal. The prison will be focused on offenders
convicted of minor drug related crimes. It
will focus on treatment and rehabilitation.
The State Government – Housing NSW – has
just opened a new block of flats in Redfern
Waterloo. Will a Coalition Government
build any more of these projects?
We have no plans to go beyond what
the Government is currently proposing at
this stage, but we will constantly assess the
need should we be elected on March 26.
Can you outline your plans to deal with
alcohol-related violence especially
in places like King Cross?
The NSW Liberals and Nationals plan
to clean up our streets, crack down on
repeat licensee offenders, give police
additional powers and establish “sober-up
centres” to get drunks off the streets.
A NSW Liberals and Nationals Government
will introduce a “three strikes and you’re
out” policy for the State’s licensed venues
in a tough new measure to crack down
on alcohol-related anti-social behavior.
The community is rightly sick and tired
of alcohol-related problems, including
violence, and I’m determined to deal with
it. I make no apologies for getting tough on
licensees who repeatedly refuse to abide
by the law – whether they are rock star
nightclub owners or not. My message is clear:
change your ways or change your job.
This new tough measure will apply to
all licensed venues whether pubs, clubs,
nightclubs, bottle-shops or restaurants. It
forms part of our comprehensive plan to
clean up our streets, which includes a trial
of “sober-up centres”, additional move-on
powers for police, introduction of a drunk
and disorderly offence and retention of
existing measures including plastic cups,
timeout periods, shot limits and lockouts.
Problem venues will continue to be named
and existing conditions will continue to apply.
Can you explain the Coalition
policy on ethics classes?
While the NSW Liberals and Nationals
understand the importance of ethics we do
not believe it should be positioned as an
alternative to Special Religious Education.
Public schools in NSW do a fantastic job of
teaching students values, morals and ethics
through the school curriculum and polices and
they should be congratulated for their efforts.
If there is a need to build on the existing
teaching of values and ethics then it should be
through the curriculum or a course offered to
all students, not just those of parents who do
not wish their children to undertake Scripture.

Kristina Keneally – the fight of her life
SSH

The Premier and Member for Heffron,
Kristina Keneally, is facing the fight of
her life. A few months ago journalist Bob
Ellis suggested a hung parliament with
Labor hanging on. We shall soon see if
he’s right, or whether the pundits are
right. The SSH asked the Premier a few
questions of inner-city importance.
What action can be taken to help
people facing large power bills?
My Government’s Fairness for Families
policy will cap a long list of Government fees,
taxes or charges to the rate of inflation.
The package will increase the Energy Rebate
to $250 a year – saving families $1,000 in
electricity bills over the life of the plan an
extend eligibility for the Energy Rebate to all
NSW households with a combined income of
under $150,000 a year. Combined with our
decision to offset the cost of the Solar Bonus
Scheme, this could mean up to $350 in savings
on electricity bills for an average NSW family.
A re-elected Labor Government would
on the first day of the new Parliament
introduce legislation to enact the Fairness
for Families plan to make it law.
In comparison, Barry O’Farrell has said
he believes helping working families is
some sort of “class warfare”. It’s not – it’s
a fair go and it’s a true Labor value.
My Government is helping families.
The Liberal Party – not surprisingly – is
yet to produce any policies to support the
families of NSW meet the costs of living
Looking back over the existence
of the Redfern Waterloo Authority,
what are its achievements?
Since its inception in 2004, I am proud
the Redfern Waterloo Authority has achieved
and delivered significant improvements
to the area that continue the revitalisation
of the Redfern Waterloo area.
These improvements include:
 The establishment of the $10 million
Redfern Community Health Centre,
providing mental health, drug and alcohol
services, HIV services and health nursing.
 Affordable housing initiatives.
 A new planning framework to stimulate
social and economic renewal resulting
in key developments, including the
recently completed $123 million Channel
7 office and studio complex at Australian
Technology Park, and the redevelopment
of the Redfern RSL Club site.
 The Eveleigh Markets, attracting more
than 3,000 people each week to the area
from around Sydney and the State.
What advantages does the
recently signed MoU transport
plan have for CBD residents?
The Transforming Sydney Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) is an integrated

planning approach to transform the CBD. It will
ensure the city centre is better connected with
effective public transport, pedestrian, road and
cycling links, as well as supporting economic
development and jobs growth.
Examples of improvements already
implemented include changes to bus
stops around Wynyard and new clearways
to make it easier for buses to get off
and onto the Harbour Bridge during
the morning and afternoon peaks.
Key intersections have been painted to
deter drivers from illegally queuing, helping
to free up the flow of traffic in the CBD and
pedestrian countdown timers are also being
trialled to determine their effectiveness.
Does the Government have any
plans to reduce the number of
juveniles in detention?
It is important to strike the right balance
between rehabilitation, incarceration for
serious offences, and supervision in the
community, as appropriately directed by
courts. That’s what our juvenile justice staff
do each day. That’s why we also have a
broad range of early intervention programs
as well as programs designed to reduce
reoffending, particularly by young offenders.
Barangaroo has caused a fair amount of
controversy especially the private hotel
proposed by Lend Lease. Why should
the community support Barangaroo?
I believe Barangaroo will be an iconic
development in the Sydney CBD, and a truly
great addition to our city and our state. The
concept plan released recently will help us
realise Barangaroo as the financial services
hub of the Asia Pacific, delivering the type of
offices major commercial tenants need. The
pier hotel on will help us make Barangaroo an
international tourism destination – delivering
a world-class building for a world-class site.
Most of all, Barangaroo will be a place for
friends and families to come together on our
foreshore, to take in the natural beauty of our
harbour and enjoy some excellent facilities
such as art galleries in one central location.
Barangaroo is a wonderful opportunity for
us to make the most of harbour front land in
our city. It is an opportunity for us to create a
space for families, for tourism and for business.
Will the replacement for the Redfern
Waterloo Authority, the Sydney
Metropolitan Development Authority be
just about planning, or will it also create
things like the Eveleigh Markets?
The SMDA will focus on planning for
the urban renewal of transport-oriented
precincts within the Sydney metropolitan
region which is important for local residents
and workers. Considering economic and
social drivers for urban renewal, the
ongoing management of economic and
social activities within these precincts will
not be a role carried out by the SMDA.
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The challenges of multiculturalism
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

In his Munich speech, the British
Prime Minister, David Cameron,
h a s c re a t e d a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l
discussion on the issues surrounding
multiculturalism. If we are to enter
into this reflection, it is critical to be
honest about our own journeying
with cross-cultural relationships. In
the February 8 issue of the Sydney
Morning Herald, its editor asks
the question: “Does the trend (to
challenge multiculturalism) have
implications for Australia, where
the idea has been embraced with
enthusiasm since the 1970s?”

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

editorial
SSH

W

aterloo resident and housing
activist, Ross Smith, is right
to raise the question as to
underlying assumptions about affordable
housing. Are we concerned with units of
housing stock or concerned to provide
homes for people? The word “home” is so
important. Housing NSW is to be lauded
for some recent initiatives in Redfern and
Waterloo. The concierge scheme is, at best,

motivated by concerns for the safety of
high-rise tenants. Still, questions persist.
Procedures such as the requirement that
all visitors to the high-rises sign in and out
run the serious risk of deterring visitors
altogether – and contributing to a sense
of social isolation on the part of residents.
Service providers also report frustration with
respect to such scrutiny. Whoever forms
government in the wake of this month’s
elections would be wise to seek feedback
from tenants and listen to what they have

to say, that the scheme might achieve full
potential. One glaring issue has to do with
duress alarms installed (but never completely
in working order) to enable elderly residents
communication with Housing staff on site. It
is peculiar, to say the least, to see investment
in a concierge scheme and at the same time
the removal of both duress alarms and
exterior intercoms which previously enabled
visitors communication with residents (for
example, that a “friend” might check in
S
passing on a resident’s wellbeing). 

comment

Public housing not a “magic pudding”
SSH

Community group, REDWatch, is
concerned that Government has been
working behind closed doors for over
seven years on the Built Environment
Plan 2 (BEP2) for the redevelopment of
Redfern and Waterloo public housing
estates and yet the Plan is only being
placed on exhibition for a month.
As the BEP2 release came after the cutoff for the February issue of the SSH and
the exhibition finished on February 28
(before the March issue hit the streets),
it has not been possible for this paper to
report about the BEP2. Many community
groups meet monthly and have also
unable to deal with the plan in time.
The consultation process chosen is
highly dependent on internet access to the
document. Only a few printed copies were
available alongside the display boards.
REDWatch does not consider that the
RWA’s newsletter provided sufficient
information for informed comment. It did
not mention infill buildings around the
public housing towers, for example. The
Housing NSW leaflet did little more that
refer public tenants to the RWA website.
This short exhibition period did not
contain verbal presentations to the
community other than if questions were
asked about the exhibition display boards.
Many people in the public housing estates
do not have English as their first language.
“Even if the Plan contained all
the information required and the
consultation process was flawless, a

readers’ letters
Dispute over parking
I refer to the article contained in the
February 2011 issue of the SSH entitled,
“Parking residents’ concerns”. I note
the issues raised in the article by local
residents and acknowledge that parking
in the inner city, including the Alexandria
area, is a concern. ATPPML recognises
it has an ongoing part to play in this

Prior to the 1970s, we had the White
Australia Policy and our Indigenous
people weren’t even counted in
the census until 1967. However, I
would suggest that the entry into the
next decade did not herald the total
“embracing of multiculturalism”. In the
late 1970s some of us fought to remove
from NSW schools a textbook in which
Indigenous people were discussed in
a chapter called “Flora and Fauna”.
Also, we laugh now at the words “Wogs
and Dagos”, but they weren’t always
friendly terms to describe migrants from
Italy and Greece, as we went around
complaining that they smelt of garlic
and didn’t speak English.
I would also remind the SMH editor
that, in the late 1980s, John Howard
stated that he believed we should limit
Asian immigration to Australia. This
invited a significant rise in racism,
including graffiti all over the inner city,
saying things like “Kill an Asian a day”
and violence against Asian children
and adults in some suburbs. Those of
us who tried to wipe them out were
consistently attacked by a right-wing
group called “National Action”.
In the last two decades the phrase
“of Middle Eastern appearance” has
taken currency and I think it would
be hard to convince such people that
we, as a society in general, embrace
their arrival with enthusiasm, nor some
African immigrants.
No-one would deny that, when
we put people of different cultures,
religions and histories together, there
are likely to be some tensions, nor
that a minority may act in ways which
threatens ongoing community. However,
the persistence of prejudice can foster
extreme reactions. A particular group
is portrayed by the media or politicians
as likely to produce terrorists. This
plays into the hands of those members
of the group being attacked who are
easily convinced that the rest of the
community is against them. It may feed
pathologies and fears and, in the end,
actually encourage terrorism.

So why try to create a multicultural
society at all? Why don’t we just keep
away from each other and peacefully
do our own thing in relation to religious
and cultural observances? Of course, in
practical terms, that option is no longer
possible. We live in a global community
and sometimes our own wars and
economic realities have consequences
in immigration and refugees.
At the heart of many multicultural
issues are religious beliefs and practices.
This might challenge those of us who
are religious to “Do unto others as we
would have them do to us”. It might also
invite us all into a deeper discussion
about a national Bill of Rights in
which we could define more clearly
the foundational rights of our society.
This could then be placed alongside
the varieties of religious practices and
beliefs which can be held freely in a
separation of church and state.
Obviously there are some lines to be
drawn in terms of upholding human
rights. Where religious practices
involve mutilation or punishments
which abuse others, then they must
be challenged. There are some fine
lines in this area, too. Is an arranged
marriage for a young girl a violation,
or not? In the end, people make their
own decisions about religious practices
and, in a free country, decide whether
or not they wish to remain linked with
a particular religion. However, things
are not always simple.
All societies and religions could look
at their pasts and see what atrocities
were carried out in their name in earlier
generations. Things do change. Often
they evolve in response to people
perceiving that others have more
creative ways of living.
Multiculturalism is not, as suggested
by some journalists, a matter of a
country having its own values and
practices and those who come from
other places simply bowing to those
particular “standards”. On the contrary,
the post Anglo-Celtic immigrants in
Australia have offered many riches
into Australian life and culture and our
values and practices have changed over
the years in response to that.
The God whom Christians serve
made all humankind in that God’s
image. In the light of that beautiful
vision, we are to look deeply into each
others’ lives and find what there is
of God in each person, religion and
culture. We all have much to learn from
each other and multiculturalism is the
outcome of that searching, finding and
receiving which then comes together for
the good of the whole.
There is no one superior religion
or culture. Humility may well be the
grandest contribution to a multicultural
S
society and world.

month exhibition is not sufficient time
for a diverse community to gain an
understanding of what is proposed and to
make a considered response,” REDWatch
spokesperson Geoff Turnbull said.
REDWatch has written to the RWA
raising its concerns and requesting more
time for the exhibition. The community
group rushed out an “Overview and
Issues” paper around 10 days before the
scheduled close of exhibition which can
be found on www.redwatch.org.au under
the BEP2 Exhibition Tab.
The plan proposes retaining public
housing high-rise building and
redeveloping the existing low rise. Infill
housing is proposed around some of the
towers, including on Waterloo Green.
RWA, in their Q&As No. 2, has said:
“It is anticipated that retained buildings
will be used for all forms of housing.
Social housing will be provided in a mix
of retained and new buildings, and some
high-rise towers will be utilised for private
and affordable housing.”
REDWatch’s main concern is that
future governments may not commit to
the level of funds necessary to top up the
funds gained by sales of public land to
developers to deliver on the promises to
public housing residents. Without this
funding the low-rises could be developed
as private housing leaving public tenants
in un-renovated high-rise and surrounding
infill units rather than spread across the
development.
Many important issues such as open
space, community facilities and transport
have been left until after the development

controls are finalised. The problem for
REDWatch is that this information needs
to be available to guide decisions on the
Planning Controls and not left until the
HNSW Master Plan.
REDWatch is also concerned that
adequate provision will not be made for
the open space needed by the over 6,000
new residents in the 3,500 new private
units as there is no commitment to an
open space target and open space is not
protected in the draft controls.
REDWatch is concerned with the
“magic pudding” approach of HNSW.
With over 35,000 people on public
housing waiting lists, public housing
land is being sold off to create private
housing as a way to fund refurbishment
of rundown public housing. Soon there
will be no public housing pudding left.
BEP2 proposes moving 700 units of
public housing out of Redfern Waterloo
into other parts of the City of Sydney.
The original undertaking by Minister
Sartor was that there would be no loss
of housing in Redfern and Waterloo – now
the area becomes the City of Sydney. If
Housing NSW continues to sell off innercity homes like at the Rocks then even
with the 700 from Redfern Waterloo there
is likely to be a decrease in public housing
in the wider city area.
The 700 units of public housing moved
out are to be replaced by 700 units of
affordable housing for key workers,
however the RWA has still not released
their Affordable Housing Plan so details
are scant.
To introduce the BEP2 draft Planning

Controls the Government stopped Council
from exhibiting its controls for the area.
The BEP2 Controls increased density
by 35 per cent above the significant
increases already proposed by the City
of Sydney. The Controls allow heights of
new buildings up to 12 storeys.
Even if people miss the exhibition,
REDWatch encourages residents to
send their comments to the new Sydney
Metropolitan Development Authority

(SMDA), which is replacing the RWA. The
SMDA has to assess the feedback and will
prepare the Controls for formal exhibition.
This exhibition is expected to be part of
the SMDA’s broader role of undertaking
land use study across all of the Redfern,
Eveleigh, Darlington and Waterloo area
as part of their Growth Centres study to
prepare an over-arching plan for the new
growth centre. See www.redwatch.org.au/
S
RWA/bep2/110215redw .

issue and continues to work closely with
the community in this regard. However,
ATP is not the only contributing factor.
Given the availability of unrestricted
parking and the proximity of the area
to the CBD, there are other members of
the public and local business members
who drive and park their cars in the area.
ATPPML has conducted an extensive
Parking Study which has been provided
to City of Sydney, for its consideration.
We will continue to work with the City

in relation to this matter as is required
and appropriate. This Parking Study and
details on further steps ATTPML is also
taking to help address this parking matter
was provided to the SSH on January
17, 2011. In addition to undertaking the
Parking Study, ATPPML is undertaking
additional strategies in relation to
parking. These include: Working with
all tenants to encourage the use of
public transport; Providing discount
parking rates for tenants to encourage

them to park at the ATP; Working
with key transport providers regarding
transport to the area, and; Other related
strategies in order to minimise the
impact of transport and traffic on the
local community. This work is ongoing.
ATPPML always values feedback from
the community and encourages open
communication. We have held public
meetings, sought submissions and also
undertaken detailed site visits to the
relevant areas. ATPPML acknowledges

and follows up on any feedback that
is received. Your article implies that
the ATP development did not meet the
stringent Part 3A requirements. This is
not the case. The ATP development went
through a rigorous process in accordance
with the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act, 1979.
Roy Wakelin-King
Managing Director
Australian Technology Park
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Adalita's beautiful solo debut

Sarah Kelly

A

dalita is an icon. She
has fronted the seminal
Australian band Magic
Dirt since the early 90s, releasing
six albums, a handful of EPs
and a mini-album, all the while
maintaining a super-cool image
and an approachable, sweet
demeanour towards her fans. This
month, she will release her first
solo album, also called Adalita.
Magic Dirt had a charmed early
start, coming out of the Geelong
rock scene at a time when grunge
was a global phenomenon (led
by Sonic Youth and Nirvana),
releasing two much-loved EPs and
garnering a huge fan base so quickly
they were snapped up by Warner’s
USA. This is where the story gets
interesting. Rather than making
a pop-grunge album for Warner’s
(as had been expected) they turned
their backs on easy success and
made the incredible but not easily
digestible Friends In Danger. While
this decision lost them their label,
it gave them a whole new level of
credibility. They were going to do it
their way, to hell with the cashed-up
label dudes. Their second album,
Young and Full of the Devil, was a
further descent into dark themes,
such as psychological instability,
messed-up families, and drugs.
Predictability is not something
Magic Dirt became known for.
Having suffered through a few dark

years, losing their label, management,
maybe even their minds, the band
found they still had each other
and started a new stage of their
career. Signing up with Warner’s in
Australia, they released three highly
polished, well-received, mainstream
pop-rock albums. This astonished
some of their dyed-in-the-wool
grunge fans but gained them a whole
new legion of faithful youngsters.

and made them happen fairly quickly.
But we were also writing prolifically
right up until the White Boy EP.
We wrote a lot and found it exciting
to come up with songs on a regular
basis so there was always good
reason to put something out”.
A sign that the band was already
thinking outside the square was guest
appearances on the White Boy EP
by two deeply respected Australian

“I kinda feel like I’m on
another planet. Everything’s
changed and I feel very
different as a person to how
I felt before Dean died...”
And their live show never ever lost
its raw, loud, energising edge.
The band again did an about-face.
Freed from the shackles of major label
straightness, the band released, on
their own label, Emergency Music, an
album, a mini album and two EPs in
quick succession. These releases were
their most fully realised yet, adroitly
walking the borderline between heavy
sounds and perfectly structured,
catchy songs. Adalita concurs, “the
new-found freedom was a big thing.
And Dean was really the one that
was coming up with the release ideas

male singers, Rowland S. Howard
(who has since departed the earth)
and Gareth Liddiard, lead singer
from the Drones. The bass player,
Dean Turner, had also branched out
to become a producer, working with
bands such as Violent Soho (who
later signed to Thurston Moore from
Sonic Youth’s label Ecstatic Peace)
and theredsunband. The band was
also involved in an ambitious record
directed by Turner that emerged
not under the collective moniker,
called Roky’s Room, an album entirely
constructed of noise guitars.

During this last major chapter in
Magic Dirt’s career, Turner, who had
suffered from a rare form of cancer
for many years, began to worsen.
Perhaps this was the motivation
behind the genesis of Adalita’s solo
record, due out March 4 through
Liberation. Turner co-produced
the record even though he was at
times too ill to be present in the
studio. According to Adalita, the
pair had many long conversations at
his home in Melbourne about the
sound and direction of the album.
The result is very different from
anything Magic Dirt attempted
before. It is bare bones, and depends
upon the strength of the songs
themselves. The instrumentation
never strays far from distorted guitar
and reverb-y vocals. Occasional
guest appearances (such as Raul
Sanchez from Magic Dirt on guitar,
JP Shilo, also on guitar, Amaya
Laucirica on backing vocals, and
strings on the song “Perfection”)
add to the haunting quality of the
recording. It is an accomplished
work that gives us the rare pleasure
of listening to a well-worn voice,
accustomed to carrying a fullblown rock band, sing gently.
Of the recording process, Adalita
says, “It was ... weird recording on
my own. Not having drums to play
against is challenging. I didn’t use a
click track for everything so had to
just gauge that it was the right take.
The mixing process was much harder.
It was done after Dean passed away
so it really was just me and [engineer

at Head Gap studio] Sloth. Raul
would drop by the studio when he
could and that was great. I found
that sometimes I needed those fresh
set of ears to appraise what I was
doing or if the song was going down
the right path. I really like having
a sounding board or other people’s
ideas floating in and out. So I guess
I missed that group dynamic. But
you know, at the same time, there
was some sort of pressure that was
lifted, doing it on my own. I could
kind of take it anywhere I wanted.”
Dean Turner passed away, tragically,
at the age of 37, leaving behind a
wife and two small daughters, not
long after the completion of tracking
of Adalita’s solo album, in 2009. The
album itself is laced with sadness
and anguish, and tries at times to
fathom the unfathomable: death.
Adalita says of the album, “I
kinda feel like I’m on another
planet. Everything’s changed and
I feel very different as a person to
how I felt before Dean died. It’s
good to get this record out though.
I feel like I need to press on with
things and the near future feels
very much like uncharted territory
... It’s kind of liberating.”
We have, in Adalita, a
fascinating, engaging, and very
real Australian female artist.
The SSH has three copies of Adalita
to give away. Send an email to
sshandrew@bigpond.com
www.myspace.com/adalitamusic
www.magicdirt.com
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The Reviews
Music Review»
by Sarah Kelly»

It’s a fine line between uplifting
sadness and depressing sadness. This
album is the former. A beautiful record
to listen to on starry nights.

»»music@ssh.com.au

»

Theatre Review»
by Jane Barton»

Adalita
Adalita»
Liberation, 2011
This album seems indelibly tied to the
ending of Magic Dirt and the tragic early
death of Dean Turner, the bass player
and Adalita’s “closest and most trusted
friend”. It’s a haunting paean to sadness
and a study in escapism.
Many songs are about an unreachable
love. A crush perhaps, that fills the
protagonist’s head, and provides an
escape from a sad reality. “Perfection”
and especially “Invite Me” explain the
longing and the fantastic world in
which this type of love belongs. Adalita
says on the topic: “... there has always
been that fascination of the Tristan
and Isolde myth. Romeo and Juliet.
The divine love. The one just out of
reach. It’s not a real person though.
Ultimately it’s in oneself ... And that
is the whole frustrating paradox of the
earth-shattering, lightning-bolt love.”
It’s wonderful to hear Adalita like
this, stripped back, accompanied by
gently distorted guitar, strings, her
voice, worn husky from years of rock
’n’ roll singing and late nights, lightly
covered in reverb. It’s very intimate and
fascinating. The listener is drawn into
Adalita’s imaginative world populated
by jewel thieves, the grim repairer, and
heavy full moons.
The terrifying “The Repairer” is a
bleak and scary look at death and its
inherent inexplicableness, through
strange and interesting metaphors. The
grim repairer, a play on the grim reaper,
brings the message of death as a relief,
a resolution, as freedom.
“Lassa Hanta” is a beautiful
instrumental featuring Raul Sanchez,
Magic Dirt’s lead guitarist, that recalls
Dean Turner’s inspired Roky’s Room
project, but it’s a gentle, dreamy version
that lulls and reassures the listener.
On a lighter note is the sweet “Good
Girl” that features guest vocals from
Amaya Laucirica, another Melbournebased songstress, where Adalita attests
that she’s “not the one making trouble”.

»
The Mardi Gras
Colour Blind Project»
Sidetrack Theatre»
Feb 23–March 4
These eight short queer plays are very
good. Strongly acted, interesting scripts,
engaging sound design and effectively
staged, they also achieve the broader
agenda of the Colour Blind Project –
what critic Lloyd Bradford Sykes has
described as “designed to jolt us from
our white Australia Arts policy”. In
challenging the stereotype of the blond
Adonis who sweats his/her way through
the weekend in an Oxford Street club,
we are presented with small, snapshot
glimpses of diverse queer worlds and
it’s a delightful foray into the subculture
of Sydney.
Themes encompass family
estrangement, picking up, breaking up,
and a fair measure of comedic farce.
Gavin Roach’s (Getting My Daily
Grind ) ultra-camp, boy romp through
his social media site of choice is both
a satire and a crie d’coer in the modern
electronic wilderness. The Rift by Donna
Abela succinctly canvasses the trauma
of a family from Jordan who cannot
understand and therefore reconcile, the
departure of their lesbian daughter who
hasn’t made contact for six years, and is
equally bereft herself. Similarly, James
May’s A World Apart explores a mother
and son reconciling in hospital as he
struggles to overcome HIV-related
pneumonia. It’s not the most original
storyline, but its triumphant Mardi Gras
ending sent the opening night crowd
out on a feel good high.
Alex Broun offers a sweetly intimate
glimpse into the morning after in
Saturday Night Newtown, Sunday
Morning Erskineville, as two girls

transform a pedestrian one night stand
into the fragile tendrils of something
more lasting, while the memorable Hook,
Line (Katie Pollock) queers the piano
lesson to farcical levels, with Kailah
Cabanas, an obsessive Russian piano
teacher, displaying wonderful comic
timing, including incorporating a
“Marrickville moment” (aka the 9.40
Jetstar flight from Melbourne) into her
very funny delivery.
Reading Harold Pinter (Gerry
Greenland) traverses the break-up of
an isolated long-term lesbian couple,
reinforcing succinctly the sense that
when straight couples are separating,
there is so often a flurry of support
and encouragement to “work it out”,
“stick together”, but for this couple it’s
a lonely road ahead.
Bradley Vincent’s A Dramatic Exercise
is the most complex piece, unfolding
as a philosophical meditation on
relationships, love, lust and meaning
– a poetically written script that
unfortunately lacked sufficient dramatic
structure and sense of purpose to carry
it to a satisfying resolution. That said, it
was mesmerisingly performed by Daniel
Hunter and skillful direction by Amelia
Tranter wrung the best out of it, ensuring
the audience always felt in sure hands.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au

Book Review»
by Margaret Vazey»

»
Mister Pip
Lloyd Jones»
Text Publishing Melbourne
Australia, 2006
The idyllic life on a small island is
shattered when a mining company
starts to carve into the island
environment and pollute its rivers with
tailings. The company that was once
welcomed by the locals, as a source of
income and interest, then becomes a
source of friction and division in the
community. This eventually leads to
civil war as the opposition to the mining
venture increases, which intensifies as
outsiders are brought in, with heavy
artillery, impersonal ruthlessness, and
government backing, to support the
company and suppress the opposition
of the locals.

We are now familiar with this
disgraceful scenario, thanks to the
colonialism of which we, too, are the
beneficiaries. (Alas, through our Super
funds we still support similarly ruthless,
heartless, operations as at the Panguna
copper mine on Bougainville, on which
this story is based.)
The story opens with an eccentric
character – the last white man left on
the island. Every other has fled from
the impending, probably inevitable,
disaster. With great precision and
clear uncluttered writing, the author
shows how this character, Mr Watts,
with the help of Charles Dickens’ Great
Expectations, is able to offer the besieged
Islanders a form of salvation. He also
gave Matilda, the heroine of the story,
a friend, in Pip, and a place to escape to
(even though it was Victorian England),
when life on her island became too hard.
And not just a place to escape to, but
a life to escape too, and the strength and
wisdom to be able to welcome change, to
accept and not fight against a changed
world, or fall prey to despair, or look
back.
In this splendid book, the author,
Lloyd Jones, uses and refreshes the work
of the great author Charles Dickens, to
advance our understanding of what it
means to be human.
(My copy was borrowed from the
Bowen Library, Maroubra.)

Book Review »
by Graeme Grace»

»
Power Crisis: The Self
Destruction of a State
Labor Party»
Rodney Cavalier»
Cambridge University
Press 2010
The Labor Party, the oldest and most
influential political party in Australian
history, is in crisis. In the minds of its
erstwhile supporters it no longer stands
for anything other than desire for office,
power for its own sake. A generation of
centralising power in Party headquarters
has withered the Party faithful, taking
away Labor’s best chance of regeneration
from within.
This is the view of Rodney Cavalier,
former Wran Labor government
minister. Rarely does someone of

standing in a political party put so
much raw feeling into print. The hurt
is palpable, albeit depressing for lovers
of democracy and of a healthy political
system, the book is fascinating.
Cavalier first takes us on a very
personal view of Labor history – the
splits of 1916 and the 1950s, his
admiration for Bill McKell, Neville
Wran and “Bruvva” Ducker, and his
hatred for Jack Lang. But it is the politics
of today that enthrall.
He is absolutely scathing of a
succession of administrations which
have slowly taken away all power from
Party branches and reduced the “gene
pool” of policy makers and candidates to
a small group, sometimes nepotistic, of
Labor insiders; few of whom have had
any experience outside the universityunions-ALP cocoon. This, he says, has
led to “group think”, where leaders, never
having had to argue a position within
a party, have no powers of persuasion
or ability to compromise. There is no
belief other than today’s opinion poll.
For the rank-and-file member, with
no genuine role in pre-selections and
with the Party’s policies drawn from
focus groups rather than from members,
there is now no reason to belong, and
they are leaving. Cavalier does not
believe the membership will return
– people are not joining societies in
numbers anymore anyway; volunteering
is apparently considered passé.
Controversially, he contends trade
unions should no longer have a role
within the Party because of declining
union membership. This is to ignore
what is still the largest organised section
of secular society in Australia today.
There are more than two million trade
union members who voluntarily pay
money to belong. And it was workplace
laws alone that were the undoing of a
successful Federal Liberal government
in 2007.
The current crisis within Labor,
dubbed the “NSW disease” by
Queensland premier Anna Bligh, has
resulted in an internal review to be
conducted by a combination of Party
heavyweights and elder statesmen.
Rodney Cavalier’s cry from the heart
is well timed.
As darkly emotional and nostalgic as
a Thomas Hardy novel, the book ends
without a denouement; and one feels
there is a final chapter missing – in
which the once grand party, feeble and
dying, gutted of its membership and its
raison d’etre, either succumbs to oblivion
or finds a sprig of hope, a democratic
reformation.

»»books@ssh.com.au

Study in dynamics lacked black magic
reviewed by sarah kelly
black mountain
the annandale hotel

19/02/11

B

Black Mountain Photo: Supplied

lack mountain is an amazing
band but perhaps they were
having an off night. The Canadian
psychedelic rockers have been on tour
practically non-stop since the release
of their third album, Wilderness Heart,
in September last year. While the band
played well and sound at the Annandale
was meticulous, they seemed tired, or
tired of playing the songs.
I was late. I walked in as they were
playing “Old Fangs”, the first of two
singles from their most recent record.

This was quickly followed by “The Hair
Song”. Both very tight, unfault-able
songs. Except for the fact that none
of the songs on the third album come
close to those on the second, 2008’s
impeccable In The Future.
Then they dipped into the glorious
repertoire that is their second album.
We heard “Wucan” and “Tyrants”.
This is a band with rollicking, perfect,
ridiculously loud drums; retro synth
sounds a la any 1970s prog band you
care to name; shredding, super-heavy
psychedelic guitar; super-groovy bass;
male and female vocals; the occasional
tambourine and shaker. Psych-rock
dreams are made when this band plays.
A lull in the set followed with two

acoustic numbers from the new record.
Sadly they overlooked the melodic and
beautiful “Stay Free”.
The highlight of the set was
“Rollercoaster”, a song from the most
recent album. The thing that Black
Mountain do so well is start a rollicking
song, and then strip it back, often to
keys and vocals or drums, build the
tension, and then break into a blistering
guitar solo. “Rollercoaster” is an excellent
example of such a study in dynamics,
and they pull it off beautifully.
A good set, but lacking a little bit
of magic.

»»music@ssh.com.au
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Artist Profile:

Caroline McLean
SSH
Caroline McLean (nee
Foldes) was born in Sydney.
She obtained her BFA Hons
(majoring in Film and Video)
from The College of Fine
Arts, University of New South
Wales, in 1997. She studied
photography at The Australian
Centre for Photography
and SCA (Sydney College
of the Arts, University of
Sydney). She completed her
Masters in Documentary
Photography at SCA in 2007.
Caroline says: “My
photographic vision involves
focusing on the sacred in the
everyday. My photographic
raison-d’être is to discover and
capture the beauty in everything
and anything. I love creating

So Sweet a Place Photo: Caroline McLean

images that are contemplative, and
that may capture a spiritual light
and presence, or a certain stillness. I
see everything in the world as part
of the divine universe. I can freeze
my vision of the world in a frame.
I see these vignettes as everyday
miracles. The Sacred Image – her
website and business name – is my
name for this quest. I believe this
style is appropriate to many different
photographic genres, and I use

many types of camera to explore
the spectrum of possibilities. I am
passionate about sharing this vision.”
Sacred Landscape
Caroline McLean
March 24 to April 3
Meyer Gallery
369 Bourke St, Darlinghurst
Tuesday–Saturday 11am–5pm
Ph. 9380 8014
www.meyergallery.com.au

Retrospective
A Selection of Works from
Saturday Art Classes 2010
Curated by Charlotte Dibben

Opening:

5.30-6.30pm Sat. March 5.
Wed. 5-6pm & Sat. 1-4pm
till May 6.

The Orchard Gallery
56a Raglan St, Waterloo
Phone 0438 719 470
Painting by Gabriel Azzi

People doing strange things with electricity Photo: Supplied

THINKERS AND DOERS SERIES #2

Dorkbot – Poets of electricity
Lisa Lerkenfeldt

D monthly initiative that

orkbot is a non-profit

aims to explore the relationship
between humans and electricity.
The international community
founded in New York by Douglas
Repette, celebrated 10 years of hot
nerd-on-geek action in December
2010. Driven by local needs
and interests, Dorkbot quests to
foster experimental electronic
arts at free meetings in ports
from Izmir, Turkey to Sydney,
Australia, initiated by one Pia
Van Gelder over four years ago.
Pia Van Gelder is a crossdisciplinary doer – Electronic Media
Artist, Director at Serial Space,
teacher at COFA and “Overlord”
of Dorkbot. As an artist she’s into
electronic media performance
and the validity of machines as

performers and authors. Her
dancing installation of video bells
will appear at Firstdraft in April. As
Dorkbot’s mother figure, Pia curates
a filtered line up of composers,
artists, software engineers,
mechanics, and hobbyists to present
live displays of experimentalism on
the last Tuesday of every month.
Wade Marynowsky has talked
robots, a jet engine collector put
several onto a motorcycle, and
Steven Jones, of 80s Australian
band Severed Heads, demonstrated
his analogue video synthesiser,
which for cult followers is wild as
he designed one of the first video
cards – the part of a computer
that understands moving image.
Moving between Lanfranchi’s
Memorial Discotheque and a
series of other performance spaces,
the society has found its place at
Chippendale artist-run initiative
Serial Space, a site dedicated to

Mercedes
flowers by

supporting interdisciplinary and
hybrid art practices. When the
people of Dorkbot are not listening
or talking, they’re taking occasional
excursions to Sydney’s Hacker’s
Space, a workshop of tools and
facilities, or rallying the annual
group show, which in February
saw Luke Calarco, Jiann Hughes,
David Kirkpatrick, Ross Manning,
Wade Marynowsky and Michael
Petchkovsky open minds with light
shows, kinetic sculptures, interactive
installations and new views.
Sydney’s Dorkbot community
has grown serendipitously, but Pia
says, “The hardest thing has been
convincing people to present even if
it’s unfinished”. This club for brains
and today’s poets of electricity
sets out to provoke fun cells,
DIY aesthetics and connections,
and makes you consider Fluxus
video artist Nam June Paik’s
words, “The Future is Now”.

Thinking of a new career?
Flowers by Mercedes is running Floristry Courses
CentreLink approved (Austudy conditions apply).
We deliver Interstate & all over the world.
We specialise in Weddings.
Shop 3, Bldg 1-3 Botany Rd, Waterloo
Ph: 02 9797 8811

5-6 / 245-249 Abercrombie St , Darlington (between Lawson St & Abercrombie St). tel 9699 9875

Dine with us and enjoy a
10% discount on main meals
Monday and Tuesday evenings.
Valid to March 30
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Colour-in
Winners!
Congratulations
to Nina Rewitzer!
You've won an iPod Shuffle!
Lucky runners-up
Riv, Millie & Ailis
and Lucinda Bartlett
receive an iTunes
Gift Card worth $20!

3 rd

Thank you to everyone who
entered artworks – we were
very impressed by them all.
The SSH will feature regular
competitions throughout
the year, so stay smart!

Poetry

SOUTH SYDNEY
CROSSWORD

Last Night

WORDPLAY – Creative Writing Group»
Woolpack Hotel Redfern
229 Chalmers Street, Redfern
6-8pm Wed, March 2 & 16
Phone Adrian on 9690 1427
All welcome

3

Last night I was visited
by Miles Davis.
He spoke in syllables
only God could understand.
He relayed a message
from the afterlife
in sombre tone
and holy note.
And as he left
his trumpet spoke.
– Adrian Spry
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SATURDAY ART CLASS
South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
12-4pm Saturday March 12 & 26
More information phone 8399 3410.

Painting: Grace Collins
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* Denotes cryptic clue

Across
18. Site of Napoleon's defeat
2. Centre of activity
19. Cuts into two equal parts
4. * Queries about a title of respect? *
6. A three legged stand
Down
1. A herb
Across 8. A deep blue colour
Down
* Harmony lies within crepe acenesthesia * 1. A herb 3. An Aboriginal dance ceremony
2. Centre9.of Activity
4. +Queries
title of respect?+
3. An Aboriginal
Focus;aintensify
12. about
5. dance
Able toceremony.
be maintained
6. A three legged stand
5. Able to be maintained
13.
*
Middle
Eastern
dish
held
in
a
dead
man's
hand?
*
7.
Contend
8. A deep blue colour
7. Contend
14. *lies
Upbeat
rock
at this
Chippendale pub * 10. Extravagantly
10. Idealistic
Extravagantly idealistic
9. +Harmony
within
crepe
acenesthesia+
12. Focus;15.
intensify
11. +Lame storms
large storms+
Set free
11. *create
Lame storms
create large storms *
13. +Middle Eastern dish held in a dead man's
16. Scientific study of plants
17. * Demand to be accurate *
16. Scientific study of plants
hand?+
14. +Upbeat rock at this Chippendale pub+
15. Set free
17. +Demand to be accurate+

obituary

Sylvia (Ingram) Scott
Meredith Burgmann
Sylvia Scott (nee Ingram) was a
proud Wiradjuri woman who graced
the Inner City and the State of
NSW with her dignified presence
and her wise counsel for many
years. We will miss her dreadfully.
Sylvia was born on December
30, 1927, the eldest of 11 children,
many of whom have made significant
contributions to Aboriginal life
and the struggle for Indigenous
rights. She was brought up on the
Erambie Mission at Cowra and left
there in 1944 at the age of 17.
Reflecting on her childhood

First correct entry
receives a prize.
Send to:
South Sydney Crossword
PO Box 3288
Redfern NSW 2016

she said, “We lost a lot of culture
growing up on the Mission … The old
people weren’t allowed to speak the
language. If they did, they stopped the
rations, so the language just died.”
Sylvia worked in a paper factory
in Waterloo for “30 bob” a week.
With this she helped raise her
smaller brothers and sisters.
When the political agitation of the
early ’70s began, Sylvia and sisters
Millie and Norma were at the centre
of it. This was when we first met. She
worked with other Aboriginal women
to found Murawina pre-school for
Aboriginal children in 1973 and
served as its President for 17 years.
Sylvia was involved with Black

Theatre in the late ’70s and also
worked for the Aboriginal Children’s
Services. She worked for many years
as the Aboriginal Health Officer at
Camperdown Children’s Hospital
and retired from there in 1987.
In 1996, Sylvia co-founded
with Mary Silva, Wyanga, the first
Aboriginal Community Controlled
Aged Care Provider in Sydney.
For the last decade, Sylvia was
asked on numerous prestigious
occasions to open official proceedings
with her gracious acknowledgement
of Country. I remember when I
was President of the Legislative
Council asking her to open State
Parliament in 1999. This was the
first time that any Parliament in
Australia had organised a Welcome
to Country ceremony and the
media attacked the idea as “a three

ringed circus”. Sylvia sailed through
the whole media schemozzle
with confidence and dignity.
The photo of her greeting the
Governor Sir Gordon Samuels at
the gates of Parliament still hangs
in the Fountain Court at Parliament
House. Sylvia was secretly very
proud of this achievement.
She met many VIPs during
her time. When asked who her
favourites were, she chose Princess
Anne and Gough Whitlam. Of
Gough she confided, “I love him
and Margaret. She’s a really lovely
person … very down to earth.”
Sylvia Scott was a great supporter
of the struggle for Aboriginal
Rights. She was an enormous
support to her family and friends
and certainly knew how to have
a good time. Vale Sylvia Scott.
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Your candidates – NSW Election 2011
James
Falk
Liberal candidate
for Balmain
James has lived
in the Inner West
with his wife Cindy
for almost 25
years. He is heavily
involved in local
charities, health and education groups and the
Chamber of Commerce. James has degrees in
Economics, Philosophy and Applied Finance,
and has spent more than 15 years building a
small consulting business. He has suspended
a part-time Masters in Economics course at
Sydney University to run for parliament.

Rosana
Tyler
Liberal candidate
for Marrickville
Rosana is a solicitor
with her own private
practice and employs
several staff, so she
understands the
huge challenges
small businesses face. As a mother of
four children, she believes she has a
good understanding of issues facing
local families. Two of her children attend
public schools in the Marrickville area.
She is passionate about disability issues
and will fight for better integration of
the disabled into our communities.

Adrian
Bartels
Liberal candidate
for Sydney
Adrian has been
part of the local
community for 14
years. He lives in
Kings Cross and
owns and operates
a small business in Potts Point. As Chairperson
of the Potts Point Partnership, he has
worked hard to support local businesses.
With members of the local community, he
is fighting to protect the heritage of the
iconic Fitzroy Gardens, which are threatened
by insensitive development plans.

Patrice
Pandeleos
Liberal candidate
for Heffron
Patrice works in the
advertising industry
as a Digital Director
and has previously
worked for a
number of media
organisations. She has grown up in the area,
with her family originally coming from Greece.
She is determined to make the community
safer, cleaner and a better place to live.

Sacha
Blumen
Labor candidate
for Sydney
Tell us about yourself
I have lived in
Elizabeth Bay for
the last eight years
after moving to
inner-Sydney in 2000 with my partner.
What’s your community involvement?
I’ve been involved in community groups.
As immediate past President of the 2011
Residents Association, I fought successfully
to retain community facilities and improve
amenity and pedestrian safety.
What do you work in?
I have always worked in professional roles.
At present I am an advisor to governments
on energy policy and have held a number
of education roles. I hold a PhD in pure
mathematics from the University of
Sydney and a Bachelor of Arts (Hons)
from the University of Queensland.
What issues are you running on?
Improving liveability in the inner city.
We need safe streets, better local amenity
and an efficient transport system.
I want a safer Sydney for pedestrians and
cyclists and am concerned at reports that
the new bikeways are unsafe. I support
light rail, cars and buses – all part of an
efficient transport system. We need enough
parking for resident and business needs.
Inner Sydney must remain economically viable.
I support a vibrant inner-city economy which
respects local amenity. Government must work
with the community, venues and the police to
address safety and amenity impacts of licensed
premises in Kings Cross, George St and Oxford
St. This may include planning reforms.
I want a socially inclusive Sydney – one
with more affordable housing and wellmaintained public housing. I also want
the relationship reforms to be completed
– introducing civil unions and supporting
marriage equality at a federal level.
My personal values are integrity and
openness. I believe in transparent Government
decision-making – the recent NSW campaign
finance reforms were a good move.

Carmel
Tebbutt
Labor candidate
for Marrickville
“Improving the
quality of life
and achieving
social justice for
the people of
this electorate is what first motivated
me to stand for public office.
“The results I have delivered are making a
real difference in people’s lives. Train station
upgrades mean better access for elderly or
disabled commuters and mums and dads
with prams. Smaller class sizes and increased
funding for literacy mean greater learning
opportunities for students. Upgraded facilities
at the RPA and a new community health
centre for Marrickville are delivering more
accessible health services. I have increased
funding to community organisations like
the Metro Migrant Resource Centre, and
to address the shortage of affordable
housing, the Government has invested $10m
in new public housing stock. I have also
worked on progressive initiatives like the
introduction of ethics classes and doubling
funding to community language schools.
“If re-elected I will advocate the completion
of the light rail extension to Dulwich Hill
and the adjacent GreenWay for cyclists. I
will push for continued investment in our
schools and the roll out of Stronger Together
2 to increase support and disability services
for children and families. To protect our
local environment, I will advocate for more
funding for the Cooks River and enhancing
our National Parks and Reserves.”

Clover
Moore
Independent
candidate for
Sydney
Clover Moore
entered public
life in 1980 as a
Councillor and
was first elected an Independent Member
of the NSW Parliament in 1988. She was
the first popularly elected female Lord
Mayor of Sydney in 2004, and re-elected
in 2008 with an increased majority.

What about climate change?
I support national and state action on
climate change, including improving energy
efficiency. I am concerned that local councils
may create financial risks for ratepayers in
attempting to address climate change.

The MP and Lord Mayor is committed to
securing Sydney’s future as a competitive
global city, and as one of the world’s leading
green cities, as outlined in the City of Sydney’s
“Sustainable Sydney 2030” Strategic Plan.

What would you bring to Sydney as the
local MP?
As the MP for Sydney, I will devote the
attention to the role that the community
deserves and will not run for Council. I offer
a new voice and a new vision for Sydney.
I ask for your vote for a better Sydney.

Clover is a strong advocate for: sustainable
urban development, including green buildings
and local food production; improved public
transport services, particularly inner city
light rail; increased and enhanced parks,
green space and public domain; and safer
cycling and pedestrian activity and access.

free shuttle bus services
FREE shuttle bus services now run from Redfern to Broadway shops via the RPA Hospital;
and from Woolloomooloo to Redfern via Paddy’s Market and St Vincent’s.
These FREE buses are available to all City Of Sydney residents and operate:
Thursday and Friday of each week.
For more information and timetables please
call 9319 4439 or visit www.ssct.org.au

Clover has an extensive record of activism on
public accountability and open government,
and co-authored the 1991 Independents
Charter of Reform with the NSW Government.
She represents constituents directly, providing
an independent alternative to party politicians.
Clover has a longstanding commitment to
equity and social justice such as access to
justice, support for vulnerable people and
communities, expanded mental health and
drug and alcohol services, compassionate
practical action on homelessness, equal
rights for gay men and lesbians, and
the humane treatment of animals.

Mehreen
Faruqi
Greens candidate
for Heffron
Why did you join
the Greens?
I joined the Greens
to make a positive
contribution
towards achieving sustainability, social
justice, equity and open democracy.
Grassroots and consensus decisionmaking within the Greens is especially
aligned with my values and principles.
What do you see as the important
issues in the State Election?
Broader state issues are around improving
government accountability, need for
transparent and inclusive decision-making
with engagement with local communities,
keeping public utilities and infrastructure in
public ownership, investment for improving
public services such as transport, education,
health, need for long-term planning and
action for creating sustainable communities
that include social housing and public
transport accessibility, prompt and urgent
action required to address climate change
through energy and planning policies.
Decisions by the NSW Labor Government such
as approval of the Barangaroo development,
Part 3A legislation, coal seam gas exploration
and drilling, and the electricity power sell-off
indicate that public interest has not been
taken into account during the decision-making
process. There is also lack of planning, policy
and action on issues of public services and
sustainable planning. The Coalition is more
of the same, only criticising the Government
without putting forward alternative policy and
is not showing any leadership on these issues.
The Greens have a progressive policy agenda
on these matters and an excellent track record
of representing the values of the people of
NSW as state MPs and local Councillors.
I have been living in Heffron, with my husband
and two children for a number of years and
have experienced many of the state issues
being played out in Heffron. Examples include
approval of coal seam gas exploration near
Sydney Park in St Peters. This license was
approved without any community consultation
and inadequate scrutiny and safeguards
for environmental and social impacts, lack
of planning for public transport means that
Heffron has the two most expensive train
stations in NSW (Mascot and Green Square),
there is traffic congestion, a large number of
freight movements to and from Port Botany
which is likely to increase with the expansion
of the Port and the IKEA development in
Tempe, future development in Green Square
is set to accommodate more than 30,000
residents – without sustainable planning this
will further exacerbate the lack of public
services, transport and accessibility issues.
Has Heffron been catered for, or are there
things that have been neglected?
Because Heffron has been a safe Labor seat
for so long it has been taken for granted by
the local member and the Government. The
result has been a lack of resources put into the
electorate to ensure adequate public services
and community engagement with planning
decisions. The Government has been more
concerned about vested interests like property
developers than the interests of local residents.
Heffron has the fifth highest Greens vote
in the state and is likely to become a closer
contest between Labor and the Greens. Our
challenge is to show voters that we are the
progressive alternative to both Labor and
the Coalition and ensuring that social justice
and sustainability are made real priorities.
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Kindergym at the NCIE

NCIE School Holiday
Program

Kindergym is a physical and social
development program for children aged

The NCIE Holiday program is all about
making new friends, learning new skills and
experiencing the Indigenous culture. A safe
environment for your children to have fun

18mths - 5 yrs.
It’s more of an adventure than a play
program!
Term 1— Free trial to all new participants
Term 2—Taking enquiries NOW
Eora Sports, Arts & Recreation Centre
180 George Street, Redfern.
Ph: 1300 866 761 Web: www.ncie.org.au

Taking enquiries for term 2
For more information on programs and other youth
activities we will be holding an information night on the
16th march. Call our centre for more details

Eora Sports Arts & Recreation Centre

