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Friday November 12 is Forget-me-knot
Day when Australians are encouraged
to show their support for more than two
million adult survivors of childhood
abuse. Premier Kristina Keneally
joined Uniting Church Moderator, Rev.
Niall Reid, and Chairperson of the
South Sydney Uniting Church, Heather
Robinson, in preparations for Forget-meknot Day 2010.
Forget-me-knot Day is an initiative of
ASCA (Adults Surviving Child Abuse), the
key organisation advancing the needs of
adults who have experienced child abuse,
and a further eight million directly affected
by it. The knot in Forget-me-knot Day is
symbolic of the “tangle” of childhood abuse,
which for this largely ignored group is
often a lifelong challenge to unravel. Clare
Porta, ASCA Director, was encouraged by
the show of support. “In Australia, one in
three girls and one in six boys is sexually
abused before the age of 18,” Ms Porta
said. The South Sydney Uniting Church
in Waterloo will hold a special service of
prayers for survivors of abuse on Sunday,
November 14.
ASCA is calling on all Australians to
help adult survivors to reconnect with their
families, friends and the community, by
buying a tangled knot or making a donation
(at www.asca.org.au).
The Premier was moved to make the
following statement: “Forget-me-knot Day
reminds the community that silence serves
no-one and forgetting achieves nothing – it
is by facing the issues of abuse clearly and
compassionately that our community can
make a real difference.”
Moderator of the Uniting Church, Synod
of NSW/ACT, Rev. Niall Reid, said: “I find
the abuse of children almost impossible to
comprehend and I do not think I can even
begin to imagine the impact of such abuse
on a person’s life. The effects of abuse are
akin to some sort of awful, undeserved and
lingering curse. Let us take the opportunity
to support those who are surviving
childhood abuse and give them some hope
of (re)discovering that stolen blessing.”
This year’s event will feature a range of
activities around the country throughout
the month of November. On November 12,
Forget-me-knot Day will be launched with

Untangling the knot of
childhood abuse

Greens
Mayor
moves on
Marrickville
Nicholas McCallum

The Greens Mayor of
Marrickville, Fiona Byrne,
is readying herself for battle
in the “Bear Pit” in 2011,
and she isn’t afraid to bag
a few pelts on the way.

Heather Robinson, Clare Porta, Premier Kristina Keneally and Rev. Niall Reid at the South Sydney Uniting Church Photo: Ali Blogg

the unraveling of a mammoth knot and a
“ceremony of connection” at the historic
Hyde Park Barracks. Other planned activities
include services at a number of churches;
activities alongside SCAA (Survivors of
Clergy Abuse Australia) at the Clergy Abuse
Summit for survivors on November 12 and
Sexual Assault Summit on November 13; a
call to all Australian politicians in State and
Federal Parliament to support the day by
wearing a tangled knot; combined media
events with other child abuse organisations
and a number of secular events reaching
out in support of adult survivors around
the country.
ASCA Chairperson, Dr Cathy Kezelman,
said: “As a society we can forget that abused
children grow up. While some survivors
show remarkable resilience, most survivors

carry the scars of childhood abuse into
their adult lives. The tragedy of abuse also
has a significant impact on their families,
their partners and their community, all of
whom require awareness, understanding
and support.
“Many people find the trauma of
childhood abuse difficult to comprehend,
so it is often ignored. This silence and
shame can mean that untangling the knot
of childhood abuse is a solitary, confusing
and complex task.”
Dr Kezelman added: “Forget-me-knot Day
aims to encourage a national conversation
supporting survivors to overcome their
trauma and sense of shame about their
abuse, by creating a more accepting and
open environment around the topic.”
ASCA works to empower survivors,

while also establishing a healthy support
network. With the right kind of help and
support, survivors can find their way
through the tangle of child abuse and find
a sense of health and wellbeing. Listening,
understanding and supporting are critical
to the healing process. For 15 years, ASCA
has provided support for those who have
suffered abuse in the past and are struggling
with its effects in the present. ASCA is a
core part of the solution, operating a 1300
support line (1300 657 380) and delivering
evidence-based workshops to adult
survivors, and training workshops for health
S
practitioners.
Register for Forget-me-knot Day activities,
including faith-based services.
www.asca.org.au

At the Local Government Annual
Conference in Albury at the end of
October, the Councillor specifically
affirmed the Greens’ intention
to see Part 3A of State Planning
Provision removed, and control
restored to local governments.
“The Greens position is
consistent with that of the
Local Government and Shires
Association: Abolish Part
3A and [Joint Regional Planning
Panel]”, Cr Byrne stated as
her party’s representative on
a panel of government and
opposition spokespeople. “The
NSW Government has not
empowered local Councils to
either set their rates or plan
for their own communities.
This is disadvantaging local
communities.”
This was all part of the
Marrickville Mayor’s swipe
at the culture of control that
has become a constant of
the State Labor Government.
“The NSW Government has a
big brother attitude to Local
Council. This is a doubly bitter
pill to swallow when obviously
the NSW Government has great
difficulty providing quality
services and planning decisions,”
Ms Byrne added.
These tough statements are
only the
continued on page 2

EVELEIGH FARMERS’ MARKET
EVERY SATURDAY 8am - 1pm
COME TASTE SPRING

An All Weather Marketplace Visit www.eveleighmarket.com.au for all details 243 Wilson St, Darlington NSW 2008
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“Justice reinvestment” the way forward
Rebecca Le May

Turning around the increasing
number of young people being detained
in juvenile detention centres in NSW
will require changes to the legal
framework and the reinvestment of
funding towards community-based
support programs aimed at addressing
the underlying causes of anti-social and
criminal activity.
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This is the consensus reached by
leading advocates for juvenile justice
who addressed a SSH-sponsored forum at
Sydney University last month. The forum,
Juvenile Justice – The Way Forward, was
held at the New Law School and chaired
by Vice-Chancellor Michael Spence.
It was also the basis for a raft of
recommendations put forward in the
Noetic Report – the first major review of
the juvenile justice system in 17 years.
According to the report, the number of
young people on remand increased from
3,623 in 2006 to 5,081 in 2008. Eighty per
cent of these will not end up receiving
a custodial sentence but are being held
because they are unable to meet stringent
bail conditions or find appropriate
accommodation. Indigenous young people
are also overrepresented making up 48 per
cent of detainees.
Karen Bevan, Director of UnitingCare
Children, Young People and Families, says
the NSW government’s “tough-on-crime”
approach to law and order which has seen
numerous changes to the Bail Act and the
implementation of increasingly heavyhanded policing strategies, is harming
young people by drawing them into the
criminal justice system unnecessarily.
“What happens is that a magistrate
will provide bail but attach a number of
conditions on that bail which are highly
restrictive. Often these are very unrealistic
for young people who are very vulnerable
and don’t have the family support,” said

Karen Bevan, Graham West and Shane Brown Photo: Andrew Collis

Ms Bevan. “There is also a requirement
in NSW under our State Plan for police
to be proactive in their policing of bail
conditions. So they target young people
on bail and as a result it’s a cycle which
brings young people back into the purview
of the juvenile justice system.”
Under the current policy settings, the
report predicts that it will cost NSW
taxpayers $348 million over six years
to build and run new detention centres
needed to cope with the increasing
demand. Research has also found that
young people who spend time on remand
are much more likely to re-offend than
those who have taken part in communitybased and restorative justice programs.
South Sydney Youth Services (SSYS)
runs a range of both pre- and post-release

programs aimed at helping young people
navigate the often complex set of issues
that lead them to crime in the first place.
According to the SSYS annual report, 75
per cent of young people referred to the
program have not re-offended since.
Director of SSYS, Shane Brown, said:
“The offending rate of Aboriginal young
people in Redfern is lower than in other
areas because those supports are there…
When I worked in Mt Druitt, there was
nothing. In Redfern there are a huge
amount of services and much greater
sense of connectedness and cultural
identity which is a help.”
D e s p i t e t h e ev i d e n c e, j u s t i c e
reinvestment has not been taken up by the
NSW government. Graham West, former
Minister for Juvenile Justice, who resigned

after it became clear his party was not
ready to support the policy, believes there
is a need to shift community consensus
away from the tough-on-crime agenda in
order to achieve bipartisan support.
“We can either go down this path which
we know doesn’t work, or we can look at
the communities where we know juvenile
offending is high and invest in programs
which actually make sure young people
don’t end up in custody in the first place,”
said Mr West. “What we need to do is
harness the community consensus that we
know exists and turn it into action.” S
A follow-up forum on juvenile justice
will be held at the South Sydney Uniting
Church on Saturday, February 19, from
2pm. Further details next month.

Greens Mayor moves on Marrickville
continued from page 1
latest affirmation
of intensifying rhetoric from the
Councillor who is building momentum
in the lead-up to the State election less
than five months away. In her sights:
the state seat of Marrickville and the
current Deputy Premier Carmel Tebbutt
who has held the seat since 1998.
In recent weeks Cr Byrne has
turned the heat up on the Deputy
Premier and the sitting government,
calling them “tired and incompetent”
as well as being devoid of any
new ideas for the State.
Some of Cr Byrne’s criticisms
have included the light-rail extension
to Dulwich Hill and upgrades
to the Newtown and Sydenham
railway stations that were due for
completion in 2010 and 2011, but
work has not begun on either.
“Victoria and WA have put in new,
faster rail. NSW is way behind,”
the inner-west native said about
the State’s long-absent transport
plan. “Most of Sydney’s rail network
was built in the 1920s, but now
we can’t seem to manage to build
even a few kilometres of track.”
The mother of three hardly had a
more positive view of the Opposition,
who are likely to take government next
year. “So far the Coalition have run a
classic ‘small target’ campaign, they
won’t say what exactly they are going
to do”, said the Councillor, stating that
past Liberal premiers have taken a view
to privatise services and transport. Yet
this would be little change compared
to Labor. “Under both we can expect
service cuts and job losses.”
The Mayor also attacked the
climate-change skepticism of many
in the Opposition, though she did

not give the government the tick of
approval either. “Labor at least agree
with the Greens that climate change is
a real scientifically-proven threat, even
if their appalling record of approving
new coal mines means they do little
or nothing about the problem.”
In spite of the roaring success of
the Greens in recent elections across
the country, Fiona Byrne knows
that there is much to be done before
March next year. But her party’s
agenda setting is something to smile
about, even if some of the policies
are decades old, such as addressing
climate and old-growth forest logging.
“The Greens, and the community,
are in many ways the front-runners,
the futurists,” she said. “In the last
Federal election the Greens advocated
for a very fast train service linking
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and
Canberra. Labor then fell into line.”
Though the Marrickville Mayor
maintains a strong connection to
her constituents and the issues
that affect them, especially
planning and transportation.
Cr Byrne takes great pride in strong,
grass-roots connections that her party
has worked to build in Sydney’s inner
west especially. “The Greens are very
much part of local government and in
Marrickville we have been for nearly
20 years. I’m proud to be a member
of a party that has consistently
stood up for our community.”
In Cr Byrne’s view, and if recent
elections are anything to go by, NSW in
March will likely yield further positive
results for the Greens. “More and more
people are recognising the vision we
have for our community and it bodes
well for the State election in March.” S

Marrickville Mayor Fiona Byrne Photo: Ali Blogg

RedWater Markets
@ Redfern Park

Corner Elizabeth & Redfern Streets, Redfern
3rd Saturday of every month
(next market 20/11/10) 8am-4pm
Stallholders selling an eclectic range of handmade,
recycled, secondhand goods, plants, books, sausage sizzle.

Stall bookings/enquiries: 0434 197 527
or email redwatermarkets@live.com.au
Fundraiser for the Factory Community Centre.
Supported by City of Sydney Council.

"Come and be part of this new inner-city market
under the shady trees of beautiful Redfern Park"
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The youth of today

“Adamriginal” in the schools

Youth of today is a regular article
on local youth and related issues
kindly sponsored by: Appetite Cafe,
82 Regent St, Redfern, Tel 9699 4069

Photo: Courtesy Adam Hill

Andrew Collis

Redfern-based artist and Dhungatti
descendant, Adam Hill, blends Indigenous
song, story, information, humour and
art into an energetic extravaganza.
Adam was resident performer in the
Yirribana Gallery at the Art Gallery of NSW
from 2002-5, during which time he developed
the “Adamriginal” show. Back then he even
produced his own promotional flyers and
sent them out to hundreds of schools. The

show has grown to incorporate music and
puppets but remains a means of delivering
“a simple message about Indigenous
culture – and quirky cultural contrasts”.
“Why do we have Welcome to Country?”
Adam asks, holding up a laminated map of the
continent. “Because Australia is not the original
name for this place – there are many countries.”
In the show, “Uncle Ads” plays the
instrument commonly known as the
didgeridoo. “Its real name is yidaki,” Hill
explains, sharing stories about music-making
in north-east Arnhem Land, as well as his own

early experiments on the vacuum cleaner!
The artist presents “Adamriginal” in
day-care centres, pre-schools and primary
schools throughout the metropolitan area. He
anticipates a national tour next year. “I enjoy
occupying, albeit for a brief moment, the
cultural abyss that is evident in our children’s
learning,” Hill says. “By now – after 222
years – all children’s institutions should have
an Indigenous song the kids can sing alongside
‘Baa Baa Black Sheep’. So, I feel an immense
joy to witness, on the odd occasion, a pre- or
primary-school teacher taking notes.”

APPETITE

ood
+
eople

cafe : redfern

“Adamriginal” might also be experienced as
a means of learning that “language is culture”.
“Budyari mullinawul” means “Good morning!”
in the Dharug language. Hill is delighted
when younger people discover they can learn
quite quickly. Younger and older people are
encouraged to visit www.dharug.dalang.com.au
Adam Hill’s exhibition,
Not a Proppa Aborigine,
is showing at the Mosman Art Gallery,
till November 14.
www.mosmanartgallery.org.au

Public Notice
With summer approaching do remember
to take advantage of all the University
has to offer.

Call for Nominations: City of Sydney
Council Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Advisory Panel

Cricket lovers can spend Saturdays at University Oval number 1 where Sydney
grade cricket is played from 10am, October-March. See NSW players, including
former Australian test cricketer Stuart Clark. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Our womens basketballers, the Sydney University Flames also play regularly at
the Sports and Aquatic Centre with affordable ticket options.

City of Sydney is seeking nominations from community members to join

For those with a passion for arts, intellectual debate and fun keep an eye out
for the Sydney Festival program. The University is the Festival’s official innerwest hub and last year played host to more than a quarter of Festival events.
This year’s program will soon become available on the University’s website,
and may include special opportunities for local residents.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities with particular focus on

Don’t forget to take advantage of this year’s remaining free lectures held in the
foyer of the new Law School building.

what skills or knowledge they will bring to the task. Phone nominations are

On Tuesday 9 November at 5.30pm you can hear a conversation with Professor
James Fallows, from the US Studies Centre and correspondent for The Atlantic
and Professor Morris Fiorina, from the Hoover Institution at Stanford University
who will discuss the US mid-term congressional elections.

If you would like to nominate yourself or another community member

Then on Friday 12 November at 6pm, Kjell Aleklett, Professor of Physics and
leader of the Global Energy Systems Group, Uppsala University, Sweden
will discuss the peak of the oil age and whether declining world oil will halt
economic growth.
Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor
Community contact details
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523 Email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Panel. All Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander community members who live, work or study in the
City of Sydney Local Government Area can apply.
The panel will advise Council on all relevant issues concerning the
the implementation of Sustainable Sydney 2030 and the Eora Journey.
Meetings will be held 4 times per year and the City will pay a fee for each
meeting attended.
Applicants are requested to tell Council why they want to join the panel and
also available if required. Closing date is 15 December 2010.
please contact Hugh Nichols on 9265 9169 or the application form is
available at http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/Community/
ServicesAndPrograms/AboriginalAndTorresStraitIslanders/
Default.asp
Send nominations to:
Aboriginal Community Development Officer
c/- Hugh Nichols
City of Sydney
PO Box 1591, Sydney NSW 2001
hnichols@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
General enquiries and after hours assistance
9265 9333
council@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
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Social housing estate in a new light
Doug Dingwall

CAMPERDOWN: The NSW Government has
promised residents of Johanna O’Dea
Court social housing estate $9 million
to refurbish the building.
NSW Housing Minister Frank Terenzini
announced in October that tenders have
been called for an upgrade of Johanna
O’Dea Court.
“We want to make sure that we
provide a safe, secure, amenable place
for our residents ... One of the biggest
things tenants do tell us living in these
apartments, they just want to be safe
and secure, and feel good about the area
they live in,” Mr Terenzini said. “[The
announcement is] about saying, ‘Look,

we care, and we’re going to make sure
you enjoy living where you live’,” he said.
New security doors and security grills
for residents’ windows will be installed
during the planned renovation of the
building. Johanna O’Dea Court’s windows
will be replaced by ones with self-cleaning
glazing and new light fittings will be
installed in common areas.
The announcement comes after
residents of the social housing building
complained it is in disrepair.
Johanna O’Dea Court residents have
said that anti-social behaviour among
some of the building’s tenants has made
them feel unsafe living there.
Mr Terenzini said the planned
refurbishment of the building will help
make it safe. “When you’ve got new up-to-

date windows, you’ve got security screens,
and you’ve got lighting in the common
areas, you’re well on your way to providing
a good, safe area,” Mr Terenzini said.
Mr Terenzini said Johanna O’Dea
Court’s refurbishment will begin soon.
Tenders for the building’s upgrade will
close in November.
Michael Reeves, a resident of the
building, said he was surprised by the
announcement. “I’m very happy with the
announcement,” he said. “It’s been many
years coming.”
Verity Firth, State Member for Balmain,
said Johanna O’Dea Court’s residents had
told her they wanted repairs made to the
building. “They came and lobbied me
about it, so it also shows people power,”
S
she said.
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Tanya Plibersek MP
Member for Sydney

First families covered
by Paid Parental Leave
On 1 October I was overjoyed to meet the
newest member of my family, baby Louis.
On the very same day that baby Louis was
born, applications opened for Australia’s first
Paid Parental Leave scheme, which will begin on
January 1, 2011.
Paid parental leave is a long overdue reform
which will help to give families more support and
more options in balancing work and family.
The Gillard Government ’s Paid Parental Leave
scheme will help women remain connected to
their workplace when they take time off to have
a baby. Eligible working parents of children born
after 1 January 2011 will be provided with 18
weeks of paid leave.

Celebrations in Leamington Ave Photo: Ali Blogg

Street party for houses saved
Kate Williamson

NEWTOWN: This month, organisers of
“Save Leamington Ave” put on a street
party to celebrate winning the battle
to keep their homes from compulsory
acquisition by Transport NSW.
Everyone was welcome, including local
Member, and Deputy Premier, Carmel
Tebbutt, who over the last few months
has come to know these residents well. On
Sunday morning, August 29, Ms Tebbutt
herself visited residents to deliver the

news that acquisition plans had been
called off.
One resident told the SSH that he had
lived in the area since the early ’80s and
always knew the Leamington Avenue
neighbourhood as a strong community. He
said, “I know families whose kids have
grown up and now live a few houses up
from their parents.” He was not surprised
that they had quickly come together to
build a successful campaign.
However, a defensive stance remains.
Restoring the community’s faith that future
leaders and governments will adopt better

engagement with community is a long
way off. This resident didn’t see any signs
of the NSW Government taking measures
to strengthen relationships with the
community or to deliver a greater sense
of security around planning decisions.
On the day, a group of about 70 came
together out the front of the house bearing
the Three Proud People mural enjoying a
barbecue sausage sandwich, judging in
the Best Leamington bake off, enjoying
games with kids and most importantly
looking to the future in the company of
S
friends and family.

If you are expecting a child in 2011, make sure you
register for Australia’s first Paid Parental Leave
Scheme. You can register three months before
your due date to plan for your baby’s arrival.
If you are an employer, make sure you understand
your obligations. While the government
pays parental leave, employers still have
responsibilities.
If you want to know more about your
entitlements as an employee, or your obligations
as an employer, call 9379 0700 to request an
information booklet.

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP, Labor Member for Sydney
150 Broadway, Broadway NSW 2007
Florist Mercedes Sarmini (far right) with students Florence, Maria and Gretta. The 12-week course (Statement of Attainment
in Floristry) at Mercedes Flowers in Waterloo is Austudy, Abstudy and Centrelink approved. Photo: Andrew Collis

T 9379 0700 F 9379 0701 | Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au
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Isabelle Gosling and Rebecca McLaughlin Photo: Ali Blogg

Winnie Choo

WATERLOO: As a burgeoning property
developer, Rebecca McLaughlin wants
to paint you a picture of what Waterloo
could be. For any local this would
ring alarm bells, triggering visions of
corrupt corporations building tall, sterile
apartment blocks with little regard
for how it might affect the cultural
landscape of the area.
But Ms McLaughlin is a local, calling
Waterloo her home for the last three

What Waterloo could be
years and is interested in ethical property
development, two terms that could be
seen at odds with one another. “I love
the area and I don’t want to move. I think
it’ll be my home for many, many years to
come,” she says.
“So before coming in and taking my 12
per cent profit and buggering off and not
caring about what goes on, I want to learn
about what impacts the development

Locals opposed to parole
and probation office
Winnie Choo

DARLINGTON: The NSW Community
Services Department held a public
meeting on October 13 to address
residents’ concerns regarding its plans to
move its Newtown parole and probation
office to Darlington.
The meeting was organised to coincide
with the re-exhibition of its Development
Application (DA) to the City of Sydney
Council. The updated DA included
more building plans and an amended
Statement of Environmental Effects.
There has been strong opposition to
the proposed location of the office, with
36 objections submitted to the Council
when it was first exhibited in August.
Sarah Brennan, the Regional Executive
Director of NSW Corrective Services,
and John Crawford, the director of the
Newtown office, began the meeting with
a presentation on their work and then
allowed residents to ask questions. Many
residents took the opportunity to criticise
the choice of location, lack of transport
accessibility and absence of community
consultation.
The main issue that locals raised
was the fear that the office would bring
offenders into a primarily residential area.
A Chippendale resident said: “The
problem is the location. [The office]
comes within 17 metres of a playground
and I think that is why people are upset.
A lot of residents are not happy, it’s
actually a residential area with no public
transport, [a bus] only runs every half
hour during business hours.”
Ms Brennan said: “We haven’t got
the resources to see [offenders] at the
times we would like to see them. So

for one hour a week they’re on their
best behaviour, telling us what’s going
on. They don’t want to come in drug
affected. We will take action so they
know there are consequences for their
poor behaviour.”
Mick Mundine, the CEO of the
Aboriginal Housing Company was among
the attendees who voiced their concerns.
Mr Mundine spoke about the vicious
cycle on The Block, which is less than 500
metres away from the proposed site, and
the community’s work to break out of it.
“We’ve done so much work in the
community, the police are trying to get
rid of [the offenders], all of them in
our community. Now, if you send [the
offenders] down there, they’re coming
back through again. We’re building a
new community not just for our people,
for everybody. But what you’re doing is
turning the clock back again,” he said.
Residents became doubtful they
could make a meaningful impact on
the Council’s decision when it emerged
during questioning that a five-year
lease had already been signed and that
the State Government had the power
to override the Council’s decision
if required.
At the close of the meeting, Ms
Brennan said: “I take on board the lack of
consultation. It has not been as extensive
as the community has wanted. What I’m
saying to you is that I’m quite prepared to
go back and ask for further consultation
S
and ask for another meeting.”
Corrective Services NSW has
reconsidered the proposed Darlington
site. The Community Offender
Services Office will remain at its
current Newtown location.

would have on that area before touching
it. It’s about knowing what you’re getting
yourself into as well. So it was twofold
– it was one, how can you increase the
built environment but at the same time
increase its culture in the area?”
Ms McLaughlin ideal development
takes inspiration from what her apartment
block is not. She lives in an apartment
block with underground security parking,
three shops, two restaurants and a
convenience store.
“I could technically never venture
outside my apartment block for months.
What I would see as an ideal development
is where a family can move in and are
facing the outside world … that to me is
vastly different to coming in, shutting the
door and never actually seeing anybody,”
says Ms McLaughlin.
It is clear that Ms McLaughlin is not
your typical property developer.
Rather than hunting for properties as
the first step in her business, she has
looked to forming relationships with
locals, REDWatch, the Redfern-Waterloo

Authority and consulting the St James
Ethics centre to get a better idea of what
an ethical development could be in
the area.
“I think the keyword is being humble
and not saying that I know everything
because I don’t. I think when you go
to people with humility and a quest for
knowledge and a genuine interest in how
to enhance the wealth of the community,
people are more than happy to talk
to you.”
Ms McLaughlin is careful to touch on
the topic of gentrification in the area.
“That’s such a dirty word. Look, a word
is just a word, it’s the emotion that people
attach to it.”
She says it is about how it’s done.
“At the end of the day, we’re humans,
development is going to happen. Housing
is going to be improved, houses are going
to get knocked down and rebuilt. I don’t
think Redfern is being gentrified, at this
stage. I know the perception that some
people have but I think that it’s going
through a process of evolution and that’s

a better word for it.”
Her business partner is her 16-yearold step-daughter, Isabelle Gosling, who
already has a firm grasp on the property
market. While Ms Gosling is young,
she is determined to prove that she
can be a property developer, especially
to her friends who have cynical views
towards it.
“They say, ‘You’re not old enough to
be doing property development’, ‘How do
you get the money?’ It seems like people
have this traditional mindset in regards
to property where you need to get a loan
from the bank and then this and that.
But there’s other ways around it,” says
Ms Gosling.
Together, McLaughlin and Gosling have
begun what they understand to be a long
journey. “It’s been 18 months now, so I
don’t know if they’ll ever find an answer
as to how to build an ethical development
perfectly but the journey will always go on,
so that would definitely always be a passion
S
of mine,” says Ms McLaughlin.
If you would like to contact Rebecca to
share your ideas about Redfern/Waterloo
and how you see the area, please email
her at rebecca@mwgsydney.com.au

O’Farrell may can transport plan
SSH

Extensive consultation with business,
retail, transport and other stakeholder
groups will continue following the
signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding between the City of
Sydney and the NSW Government
to reduce congestion and improve
traffic flows for the whole of Sydney’s
City Centre.
After signing the Transforming Sydney
MoU last month Lord Mayor Clover Moore
MP and NSW Premier Kristina Keneally
have committed to implement improved
public and active transport options, and
explore measures to keep the City Centre
moving.
“The MoU sets the vision and the
framework for co-operation. Now it
has been signed, we will work together
to secure Sydney’s position as a green,
global and connected city,” a Council
spokesperson said.
“Consultation with industry and other
stakeholder groups is at the heart of this
crucially important program of works.
Bold new measures are needed for the

benefit of our economy, and for all of
Sydney, from businesses to workers and
residents.”
Under the five-year MoU, the City and
the NSW Government are committed to
delivering a City Centre that: Supports
economic development, jobs growth and
Sydney’s role as a global city; Provides
an attractive place to live, work and play;
Remains integrated and connected through
effective public transport, pedestrian,
cycling and road links.
CBD resident, Viviane King, told
the SSH: “We have lived in the CBD
for over five years with our 12-yearold daughter. The CBD has become
increasingly choked with traffic and this
is just not sustainable. We were delighted
to hear about the intention to transform
the CBD however a lot of the changes are
very minor.”
“The transport of large numbers of
people by bus to a congested area like
the CBD is not sensible. At peak hour
the buses are lined up the major streets,
making it quicker to walk through the
CBD. Adding more buses for passengers
will make things worse. Sydney needs a
better rail network and light rail that is

integrated with other transport modes.
“Fares for short journeys on public
transport need to be reviewed – Why
does it cost $3.20 for the 4km trip to
Redfern but $7.80 for the 160km trip to
Newcastle? That is not an incentive to
catch public transport.
“To imply that the painting of
intersections is groundbreaking is
laughable as these have existed in
Europe for over 30 years. I still repeat the
English expression – you do not enter an
intersection unless your exit is clear. This is
something sadly lacking in CBD streets. For
people with limited mobility getting across
major intersections before the lights change
is hard. It seems as though the lights are
phased for cars, with pedestrians an
inconvenience that need to be humoured
occasionally.”
Opposition leader, Barry O’Farrell, said
the plan was “more about trying to get
Labor across the line at the next election
than delivering the real improvements that
Sydney needs”. He said none of the 600,000
people who travel into Sydney every day
were consulted about the proposals, adding
that a Liberal government would review
S
the plan in the public interest.
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Have You Heard?

THE FAST NEWS
WITH TREVOR DAVIES

Watch out! It’s
Neighbourhood Watch!
The State Opposition has promised it
will bring back Neighborhood Watch.
Nieghbours often sat around a lounge
room with their local police and
talked about suspicious types in the
neighborhood. I was one-time coordinator
of one inner-city Neighborhood Watch. All
it ever did was to encourage vigilantism.
Anyone who looked different was a
suspect. A friend recently experienced
this. He was walking down a back lane
when a car came behind him and pulled
up in front of him. The driver got out and
accused my friend of having been shooting
up. The aggressive driver then backed
off and my friend, a primary school
teacher, went on his way. The return of
Neighborhood Watch will only encourage
this sort of behaviour. Barry will have to
do better than this!

The Student Union
responds to Darlington

Vandana Shiva Photo: Supplied

Make peace with the earth
Hannah Middleton

Indian environmentalist Vandana
Shiva, winner of this year’s Sydney
Peace Prize, will use her City of
Sydney Peace Prize Lecture, at the
Opera House on November 3, to
urge humanity to make peace with
the earth.
Dr Shiva won the prize – Australia’s
only internationally recognised peace
award, which is worth $50,000 – “for
courageous leadership of movements
for social justice, the empowerment
of women in developing countries,
advocacy of the human rights of small
farming communities and for her
scientific analysis of environmental
sustainability.”
Vandana Shiva’s work, which has
world-wide influence, highlights
the connection between peace,
human rights and protection of the

environment. She will use her lecture
to argue that our globalised lifestyles
put us on a collision course with our
natural habitat and jeopardise our most
precious resources: the diversity of life
on earth and ultimately the future of
life-sustaining systems of air and water.
It’s time for this conflict to be
resolved, she says, in favour of
sustainable ways of life, based on equity,
and respect for human rights. Only then
will we find peace with the planet we
share, and only then will we be able
to face the future of humanity with
renewed confidence.
Governments worldwide seek
Dr Shiva’s counsel on sustainable
development. She offers solutions to
some of the most critical problems posed
by globalisation and climate change.
Her campaigns to protect bio
diversity demand stricter standards
of bio ethics and challenge so called
advances in biotechnology and genetic

engineering. She is a supporter of
farming practices which enable small
communities to be self sufficient and
is one of the significant leaders of the
anti-globalisation movement.
Dr Shiva’s book, Staying Alive,
dramatically shifted ideas about Third
World women. In 1998 she initiated
an international movement of women
working on food, agriculture, patents
and biotechnology called Diverse
Women for Diversity.
The Sydney Peace Prize is awarded by
the Sydney Peace Foundation, which is
part of the University of Sydney.
Previous recipients of this prize have
included Patrick Dodson, East Timorese
leader Xanana Gusmao, John Pilger,
Nobel Peace laureates Muhammad
Yunus and Desmond Tutu, former
UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights Mary Robinson, and celebrated
author and human rights campaigner
S
Arundhati Roy.

Showcasing Sydney heritage at ATP
SSH

EVELEIGH: A 26-tonne heritage pivot
crane, along with a locomotive steam
crane, is on permanent display at
Australian Technology Park to
showcase the unique heritage of the
Park and to beautify the space for
tenants and visitors to enjoy.
The careful installation of the pivot
crane at Innovation Plaza involved
erecting the crane onto a plinth and
was assembled as an interpretative
reconstruction. The heritage steam
crane was installed using the existing
rail tracks at the old Eveleigh Railyards
site. ATP heritage consultant, Dr
MacLaren North, says the crane was

installed in the Wheel Shop around
1917 and operated continuously from
that time until its decommissioning
in the 1980s. “The pivot crane was
a significant part of the assembly
process in the production of
locomotives and locomotive wheels,”
he explains.
“The steam crane is a rare example
of a steam-powered locomotive crane
and was used to move materials
around the site. Put into service in
1950, immediately prior to the demise
of steam power on the New South
Wales rail system, it was one of the
last two locomotive cranes imported
into New South Wales. The other
identical steam crane is on display at
the Powerhouse Museum.”

ATPPML’s Managing Director, Roy
Wakelin-King, is delighted with the
upgrade, saying: “The Innovations
Plaza upgrade truly captures the
uniqueness of this special heritage
site. The installation recognises the
Park’s important industrial history
and it also makes a significant
improvement to the space for tenants
and visitors to enjoy.”
To complement the heritage pieces,
the Innovation Plaza upgrade includes
the installation of seating made out
of heritage beams and planter boxes.
Mr Wakelin-King also advised that the
plaza will shortly be further improved
with new lighting displays and signage
that will complement the significant
S
investment to the plaza.

The CEO of the University of Sydney
Students Union responds to some of the
Darlington residents’ concerns about
noise: “The recent negative press around
noise complaints emulating from the
University of Sydney Union activities on
the University campus warrants reflection.
Of the two noise complaints that have
been commented on, one was a noise
complaint arising out of some music
activities in the Jane Foss Russell Plaza 30
minutes before the approved development
consent, i.e., 12.30pm instead of 1pm.
For this the University of Sydney Union
sincerely apologises and has instituted a
number of operational measures to avoid
this happening in future. The second noise
complaint resulted from one of the clubs
on campus holding an all night sleep-out
in the Engineering precinct, raising money
for homeless people. Whilst I understand
there was some noise emanating from
this event I would ask the local residents
to understand the importance of the event
at hand. The University of Sydney Union
would like to work closely with the local
residents and we feel we have a lot to offer,
including a number of significant services
on campus that local residents already use
to some extent.” A few local institutions
close It seems that last month a few
local institutions closed in the Redfern
area – the Lord Raglan in Waterloo and
the Boundary Hotel, which recently was
remodelled and had a facelift and was
renamed the Technology Park Hotel and
had a party for the re-opening. Channel 7
is now closed as well as the Berkeley Hotel
in Abercrombie St, Darlington. Michael
Higgins, a long-time local, pays tribute
to his hotel: “The Berkeley Hotel on the
corner of Abercrombie and Vine Streets
shut its doors on 3/10/10, after 120 years
of trading, a couple of name changes and
a number of owners. The Berkeley has had
good and bad times, but what the pub
brings is a closeness in the community
of all races and colours to get together to
have a social drink, a chat, watch all codes
of sport and most of all have a good time.
The Berkeley has a good 30 or so staunch
locals and visitors who will sadly miss the
venue when it ceases trading. Some of the
locals – Kathy, Roger, Gerry, Tracey, John,
Julie, George, Dee, Wendy, young Dan,
Phil, old Dan, Simon, Henry, Terry, ginger
beer Daryl, Peter, Royce, Faye, Judith &
cues Higgins and others – are all a big
family who supported the pub though
good and bad times. The Berkeley has
also given jobs to a number of locals,
including Terry Stephen, Ces Higgins and
me [Michael Higgins] and has also formed
a lot of good friendship and relationships
(married) who have drank at the pub for

a lot of years and also lived in the area for
many years. But to all those locals and
visitors, there is a shining light with two
great pubs less than 200m either side of
the Berkeley called the Glengarry (Terry)
and the Shannon (Paddy) which would
welcome them with open arms. A sad
day for Darlington.”

Millers Point community
under threat
I struggle to agree with some of my
friends who seem to be able to justify the
auctioning of 20 Millers Point properties.
Clover Moore says it well in a recent
article in the Central: “Member for Sydney
Lord Mayor Clover Moore has opposed
the latest State Government decision
to auction off the 99-year leases on 20
Millers Point properties. ‘I opposed these
sales in 2006 when the Government
announced 16 Millers Point homes would
be sold, and the then Minister told me
that no more would go,’ Ms Moore said.
‘Successive ministers have given similar
commitments that no more Millers Point
housing would be lost. The move was
disguised in the budget papers: the next
phase of the 99-year lease sales program
will see the continuing release of a number
of properties throughout 2010- 2011. Many
social housing tenants feel insecure that
their homes could be sold off. They
don’t trust the Government because
similar commitments were never kept.”
Millers Point residents worried about
being forced out of their homes have
released a statement titled, ‘Stop Selling
Off Our Suburb’. “Tenants were notified
by letters slipped under their doors in the
dead of night. [We] are under threat of
relocation,” it read. “Living descendants
of early residents are well represented in
the current population and this brings
an authenticity and living culture to the
village of the first settlement.’ Ms Moore
has said the lease sale is evidence of the
NSW Government cutting back on its
commitment to social housing in the
Inner City. “Inner-city social housing is
vital – people on very low incomes with
mental illness, alcohol/drug problems
and suffering from trauma and abuse
cannot afford the private market,” she
said. “Social housing in the inner city
allows tenants in need to live close to
health and welfare support services
and good employment opportunities,
helping them get back on their feet.
NSW Housing Minister Frank Terenzini
announced on July 1 that the leases
for the 20 Millers Point Housing NSW
properties would be put up for auction
over several years, with the expected $20
million in proceeds to be put towards the
Cowper Street Glebe Affordable Housing
redevelopment project.” Renting a house
is becoming increasingly difficult in the
city. The Millers Point leasing will make
it harder. Fast News urges the Premier to
listen to her friend.

Burren Street madness
A resident of Burren St reports that
residents have been the target of
aggression by speeding cyclists not
wishing to share the laneway connecting
Burren St to Erskineville Rd. One rider
became abusive when advised to slow
down. After the first incident, the Sydney
City Council Officers for Transport Safety
and the Transport Planner for Cycling
were present in the laneway to promote a
public relations exercise that the laneway
is a pedestrian/cyclist shared domain.
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$3 Million Boost For Prince of Wales
And Sydney Children's Hospitals
Patients at the Prince of Wales and Sydney Children’s Hospitals will
benefit from more than $3 million funding for new surgical
and emergency equipment and upgrades under the historic
health reforms between the State and Federal governments.
Deputy Premier Carmel Tebbutt with (L-R) Alec Tuitavakie, Biwali Bayles, Roisin Young, Ezekiel Phillips,
Rian Girard, Shayee Milanovic, Aliyah Ford, Malakai Marr, Shondell Ford and Taitum Mailanovic Photo: Ali Blogg

Rebuilding the Settlement
Joel Pringle

DARLINGTON: Member for Marrickville
and Deputy Premier the Hon. Carmel
Tebbutt visited the Settlement
Neighbourhood Centre to celebrate
the official start of the first stage of
the redevelopment of the hall.
A small ceremony was held for
the “turning of the first sod” for the
redevelopment on Monday October 11,
and the Deputy Premier enjoyed meeting
with local children and staff. It was a
great opportunity for the Deputy Premier
to see the hall full of children and young
people, and to learn why the Settlement
has been loved by generations of local
families.
The NSW Government had contributed
to the redevelopment through the
Community Buildings Partnership
program and the Department of

Community Services.
The plan is to increase the number
of meeting rooms and allow for more
diverse programs to be run from the
space. Significantly, the renovation will
also upgrade the safety of the ageing
hall, which has been a concern, given
the number of children and young people
that enjoy the space.
“It’s good to see this started, it’s been
coming for a long time,” said Settlement
staff member Michael Carr. “I know that
the community and the children using the
hall will appreciate the redevelopment.
The staff will enjoy working in a new
environment. The redevelopment
will mean that more people will feel
comfortable using the services available
at the Settlement.”
Programs at the Settlement include
affordable housing, After School
Care, Vacation Care, Youth Work and
Karate Classes.

Stage one of the project has started with
funding provided by the Department of
Community Services, “Secret Millionaire”
Peter Bond, the NSW Government, and
generous donations from the public.
Focusing on the back of the hall, it will
include new meeting spaces, and an
upgraded kitchen and bathrooms.
Architectural practice, Cracknell &
Lonergan, have been long-time supporters
of the project and continue to assist
through the construction phase.
Fundraising will allow for the
construction of stages two and three,
which will restore the historic streetfrontage, upgrade offices and the
computer room, and improve the safety
S
and sustainability of the hall.
Further details can be found at
http://thesettlement.org.au
Joel Pringle is the Chairperson of
the Sydney University Settlement.

The new equipment and capital works follow the NSW and
Commonwealth Governments signing the COAG health
agreement earlier this year. It will provide an additional
$1.2 billion funding for the NSW Health system.
Prince of Wales Hospital will receive:
• $600,000 for new anaesthetic monitors;
• $110,000 for equipment to detect macular degeneration;
• $85,000 for Emergency Department upgrades, including
the refurbishment of the waiting room;
• More than $441,000 for new Emergency
Department equipment, including:
 Bipap (external ventilator) machines;
 Electrocardiogram (ECG) machines;
 Heart monitoring equipment; and
 Special beds for trauma patients.
Sydney Children’s Hospital will receive:
• $350,000 for new surgical equipment, including
prostheses for paediatric spinal operations; and
• More than $240,000 to refurbish the Emergency Department
triage area and purchase new equipment, including a new slit lamp
to examine children’s eyes and heart monitoring equipment.
Both hospitals will benefit from a new CT scanner – worth
up to $1.2 million – to assist clinicians with the diagnosis of
acute illness - to be located at the Prince of Wales Hospital.
Planning is also underway for an Urgent Care Centre at the
Sydney Children’s Hospital – to be jointly funded by the NSW
and Commonwealth Governments. The Centre will treat patients
with minor injuries and illnesses and will reduce pressure
on the Children’s Hospital Emergency Department.
The new equipment and upgrades will help the Prince of Wales and Sydney
Children’s Hospitals meet the needs of the growing local community
into the future. The NSW Government is proud to be working with
the Commonwealth Government through the groundbreaking COAG
agreement, rolling out more beds and medical resources to our hospitals.

Lisa Burns (Newtown Neighbourhood Centre), Mary Perkins (Shelter NSW), Gregor Macfie (Tenants
Union), Digby Hughes (Homelessness NSW), Matthew Bowden (People with Disabilities) Photo: Ali Blogg

What’s going on with unlicensed boarding houses?
Kate Williamson

NEWTOWN: A forum held on September
30 brought together advocacy groups,
The Tenants Union, PWD Australia,
Shelter NSW, Homelessness NSW and
the community to find out what is going
on with unlicensed boarding houses.
Talking at the event was Lisa Burns who
has worked across this issue for many
years as a coordinator at the Newtown
Neighbourhood Centre. Ms Burns said:

“We want to have a situation where
people living in boarding houses have
rights and can’t just be thrown out on the
streets.” Without some form of occupancy
agreement Ms Burns is not sure how rights
can be protected and this is a concern
for the organisation she works for and
the community.
As pressure on housing affordability
rises, unlicensed boarding houses are
increasingly becoming an option for
working families with reduced access to the
rental market – and not just for homeless

people making a transition from life on
the street.
Ms Burns wants better understanding
of this housing sector. “We need to know
the state of housing. Sometimes people
coming to the centre, we know might be
going to housing that we are pretty sure is
not liveable to today’s standard. That said,
some are really good. As an organisation
that stands for social justice, we need to
work with all stakeholders to find ways
so that the basic human right to adequate
S
housing can be achieved.”

Photo L-R: Paul Pearce, MP, Kristina Keneally, MP, Physiotherapist Keila Rawlston, Kurt Brown,
David Brown and Peter Garrett, MP Photo: Supplied

Kristina Keneally MP
Member for Heffron
Shop 117, 747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
Phone: (02) 9699 8166 Fax: (02) 9699 8222
Email: kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

News

8

November 2010

tripod cafe
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington
Ph: 9698 8677 Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

Pepsee
CUT & COLOUR H A IRSA LON

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available
276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008
Mobile: 0403 110 832
Kristina Keneally at Sydney University Photo: Ali Blogg

Developing a global city
Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Assure
Psychology
Urban Nature wellbeing centre
216 enmore rd (cnr edgeware Rd)
enmore nsw 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

Nicholas McCallum

In the foyer of Sydney University’s
shiny new monster Law School
complex, the NSW Premier Kristina
Keneally addressed students and local
community members about Sydney’s
future as a “global city” – a world-class
university being a fitting setting for her
speech on October 6.
On another level, the Uni was apt
because much of the Premier’s speech
was focused on the “politics of urban
planning”, Australia’s oldest tertiary
learning institution being no stranger to
confrontations of that nature.
“The politics of urban planning, as is
often practiced in this city and this state,
is one that fails in a number of particular
ways,” Ms Keneally said.
According to Ms Keneally the three
things that seem to plague all urban
development and renewal are that “it is
conservative, it is conflict driven and it
fails to see the forest for the trees”.
The Premier acknowledged that this
is something she had been exposed to
before being in the top job, reflecting
on her time as Planning Minister from
December 2008. She also drew upon her
background in social work and human
services, suggesting that development
should always be approached with

these in mind. “It is fundamentally a
social justice endeavour and it must be
done right,” the Premier said. “I strongly
believe that bringing that social justice
perspective, that human perspective, that
services perspective to the job, is one that
has allowed me to make an argument that
planning should be about an opportunity
for the many, not just as planning that
benefits you.” Having said that, the
Premier did not make any allusions to
the fact that money and profits were at
the foundations of any redevelopment.
Within the one-kilometre radius behind
the Premier were three of the sites of some
of the biggest redevelopments within
the CBD: the North Eveleigh rail yards,
the former CUB-Frasers development in
Chippendale, and Barangaroo. It was the
latter that absorbed the most attention in
the Member for Heffron’s delivery.
The “Hungry Mile”, a strip of land at
eastern Darling Harbour, has apparently
been the cause of much contention in
recent years, but the Premier used her
pulpit to point out, that while they are
certainly loud, objecting voices are small
in number.
“The very act of having a public
exhibition almost inevitably sets up an
adversarial process,” Ms Keneally stated,
adding that even the earliest stages of
any new development invite “conflict”.
The Premier also discussed how

New substation outside historic St John’s
SSH

Sydney Central
Panel Beaters
Lic. No.: 18843

154-156 Regent St, Redfern
Ph: 9319 6044
Fax: 9319 2223
sydneycentralpanelbeat@smartchat.net.au
Insurance - Private - Fleet work
Fleet Card Accepted
Courtesy cars – All work guaranteed

people are "resistant to change", and
the consequences for possible conflicts.
"It is a very human response to want to
do that. People want to hold on to what
they have, even if what they have is less
than ideal,” said the Premier.
In spite the grandeur of the title, there
was little in the Premier’s speech beyond
the bricks and mortar of developments
and the battles that are fought over them.
Premier Keneally spoke of social issues,
but only in terms of specific sites of
current and former conflicts.
It was not until question time that
some of the Sydney-wide issues became
part of the discussion. For instance,
it was an audience member that first
raised the subject of transportation, a
crucial ingredient for any global city but
inadequate in this town.
Development and urban renewal,
however, still accounted for the majority
of Premier Keneally’s concerns, as
they have been for the State Labor
Government for the past 10 years. “We
can either grow and develop, or we
can shrink, and I strongly believe that
shrinking is not an option for Sydney,”
the Premier declared.
Unless there is greater concern for
public transportation, Sydney’s growth
will be measured with pain and conflict.
There is a bigger forest out there, if you
S
look past the trees of the CBD.

DARLINGHURST: City of Sydney Greens
Councillor Irene Doutney has criticised
the decision by Energy Australia to
bypass the Council and install a new
electricity substation outside the
National Estate listed St John’s Church
in Darlinghurst. “Energy Australia have
told residents in a mail-out that they
consulted with the Council about the
location of the substation,” she said.
“It’s true that they did mention it but
Council never supported placing one in
this location.”
Cr Doutney said the fact she had
received a number of complaints
criticising the placement of the
s u b s t a t i o n f ro m re s i d e n t s w h o
mistakenly believed it was a Council
decision showed that Council should
have a say in this matter. “This is yet
another example of Councils having the
power taken away from them to make
decisions about the communities they’re
supposed to represent.”
Cr Doutney was also critical of the
rationale behind why the new substation,

St John’s Church in Darlinghurst Photo: Ali Blogg

one of 95 new ones planned for the City,
was needed. “Energy Australia says they
need to install all these new substations
to keep up with rising energy demand,”
she said.
“The cost of this exercise, as well as
the massive price tag attached to State
government plans to upgrade other parts
of the electricity distribution network,
shows how much more sense improving
energy efficiency would make. One of
the key arguments by opponents of
sustainable energy technology is that
they will force up electricity prices.

However, the cost of installing masses
of infrastructure to meet our increasing
demands will have the same effect.
Instead of more of the same we need
better ways to produce, transmit and
use energy.”
Fellow Greens Councillor Chris Harris
recently put a motion to Council working
towards this goal. His motion, which
was carried unanimously, called for
Council to investigate using rate notices
to promote the uptake of distributed
generation – small scale generators
powering individual buildings – amongst
City residents and businesses.
“There are a whole slew of
environmental and economic benefits
to switching to distributed generation,”
Cr Harris said. “The systems run on
renewable energy sources, like solar
power, or low carbon fossil fuels like
natural gas so produce less greenhouse
gas emissions per unit of power
produced than conventional power
stations. They also take away the need
to transmit electricity large distances,
which is a highly inefficient process that
results in a significant proportion of the
S
power being lost in transit.”
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Shane Brown – “Someone to lean on”
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

More than 150 people gathered
silently in the Redfern Town Hall,
waiting in anticipation. Then the
door opened and Shane Brown
appeared. The whole crowd stood
and cheered and clapped as Shane
looked on in astonishment. He had
expected to be joining his colleagues
for a meeting – the secret had
been successfully kept! His eyes
filled with tears as he realised
that he was to be the focus of a
celebration of his 27 years of work
for the youth of South Sydney.

A

s he stood there, taking it
all in, young people rushed
up to hug him. Then one of
his colleagues guided him past the
huge celebration cake and onto the
platform which was decorated with
balloons and a wide screen displaying
images of those whose lives Shane
had influenced over the years.
After a Welcome to Country by
Aunty Rhonda Dixon-Grovenor, Sonya
Potter, the CEO of South Sydney Youth
Services, thanked everyone for coming
and introduced Beatrice Little who had
been Shane’s colleague in his early
days as a youth worker at Mt Druitt.
Beatrice remembered Shane’s work
for social justice and change and his
great contribution to the setting up
of services in the Blue Mountains.
Everyone laughed as they heard
about the time when Shane had asked
Beatrice to teach him to sew – turning
up with resources to make a fullylined, smart woollen jacket as his first
effort. Together, they did it! Quite apart
from sewing, Beatrice remembered
Shane as always challenging and

Presentation to Shane Brown Photo: Ali Blogg

“outside the square” – encouraging
new visions for the future and having
faith in others to achieve that.
Susan Fowler told of looking
for photos for the event and
finding 8,344 images, almost none
of them of Shane himself!
Lord Mayor Clover Moore and
Local Federal Member, Tanya
Plibersek, were not able to attend,
but both sent supportive speeches.
However, the truly moving parts

of the night were undoubtedly all
the brief, and often emotional,
contributions by many young people
whose lives had been changed
through their contact with Shane
Brown. They spoke of him being
“someone to lean on” and one who
had made them who they are today,
often after being people who would
seem to have little hope of survival.
Lana Shaw wrote a poem for Shane:
“You are always there to catch our

fall./ You are always proud of our
achievements,/ great and small./
You are an inspiration to us all./
All the years you have given us your
service./ Thank you!/ Thank you!”
Shane responded to everyone
by saying that he was totally
overwhelmed and thankful beyond
words. He said: “The reason I’m
alive and have survived is because
of the job I’ve got.” He said he had
probably burnt out 10 years ago and

didn’t notice! It was obvious that his
work was his life and his creative
engagement with the young people
he is serving gives to him, as well as
receiving from him. He celebrated
the new building which is going up
at Erskineville and looked forward
to ongoing life and relationships
with those who were there.
Undoubtedly a great citizen for
South Sydney and well worth the party
S
which then continued!

Left-wing talk-back with your host Tim Brunero
Brendan Wong

In the world of commercial
talk-back radio, ratings often
overshadow quality. Tim Brunero
hopes his breakfast program
will offer Sydney listeners an
alternative. Since September, the
blogger and columnist has been
hosting 2SER-FM’s Wednesday
morning show with former editor
of LiveNews.com.au, Neelo.

A

ccording to Brunero, the
program’s aim is to be a
talk-back show without the
red tape and right-wing cynicism that
is typical of commercial radio. “We
want to cover interesting material
in our show,” he says. “We only go
near politics if it’s interesting.”
“When we approach politics, we
want to start an intelligent debate with
our audience and 2SER’s audience is
very smart and very open-minded.
What we want are their tweets, their
emails, their phone calls giving us what
they think about the issues of the day.”
The Sydney University graduate’s
motivation for the show came from his
own experience working on commercial
radio station 2GB. It was there that he
saw first-hand how right-wing views
were dominating the airwaves.
“They offer simple solutions to
complex problems. They prioritise
emotional touchstone issues over
genuine debate, enlightenment and
knowledge. I don’t see any reason
why you can’t have a left-wing talkback show that is just as potent and
successful as right-wing talk-back.”
Brunero’s original concept was in
the form of a podcast that he started
with a friend in February this year.
“Obviously we weren’t doing much

Tim Brunero Photo: Supplied

talk-back then. Then we pitched the
idea [to 2SER] and they liked the
idea. Putting a show together takes
a lot of work. This is a volunteer
station so I put in a lot of time
and effort into my programs. I put
usually at least two days work in

so it’s a very high-quality show.”
Although Brunero wants the
show to be stimulating but not too
heavy, he has not shied away from
controversial topics. He recently
interviewed “Ban the Burqa Man”,
Sergio Redegalli, and carried out vox

pops about euthanasia at UTS.
“In a media landscape where control
and ownership of the media is getting
smaller and smaller all the time,
community radio and community TV is
even more important to give people an
unbiased and unique voice," says Tim.

“The power of community media is
that we can say stuff that commercial
and public broadcasters simply cannot
say. The commercial stations are
always going for the mainstream and
trying to get as many ears as possible,
which means not offending anyone.”
In Brunero’s opinion, the term
“underground media” is a better way
of describing the reality of community
media. “They are underground. They
are operated by volunteers and they
are unfetted by commercial or other
constraints. We are in a unique position
to start a debate and it’s a debate
Sydneysiders are crying out for.”
Brunero has clearly steered the
show in the right direction if the
audience reception is anything to
go by. “The responses have been
overwhelmingly positive,” he says.
“People have tweeted and emailed
the show in far greater numbers
than we thought they would and the
feedback has been overwhelming.
Being able to start a debate pretty
much from day one, get listener
feedback and get those ideas churning
over has been an absolute gift.”
When he is not doing work for his
breakfast show, the 34-year-old keeps
himself busy with freelance work,
writing, MC-ing and presenting.
This year he won Best Program
of the Year and Best Current Affairs
Program at the Antenna Awards for
Dare I Ask?, a weekly TV show he
hosted with 2SER presenter, Tilly
Boleyn, between 2008 and 2009.
“It’s a privilege to be in a country
where you can actually be part of
a public debate and to be involved
in politics,” Brunero says. “I am
thoroughly enjoying working in the
media and I hope to keep working in
the media for many years to come.” S
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faith

What is a miracle?
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

A

s the canonisation of Mary
Mackillop took place, and we
heard of stories surrounding that,
I guess many of us had an unusual
focus on miracles. The obvious
definition of a miracle for the
Catholic Church, and probably for
others, is an inexplicable healing,
the unearned gift, of some incurable
disease or condition, which seems
to have come in response to prayer
– to God or through some Saint.

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

editorial

Keeping Place at Barangaroo
SSH

G

ordon and Elaine Syron have
suffered for their art. Works
by renowned Aboriginal artists
such as Clifford Possum, Emily
Kngwarreye, Roy Kennedy and
Adam Hill, as well as many works
by Gordon himself and documentary
photographs by Elaine, mark their
richly varied and distinctly urban
collection gathered over many years.
The SSH concurs with colleagues
at the Central, art experts and
others including former High Court
judge Michael Kirby and Greens
Councillor Irene Doutney who back
the proposal of the Keeping Place

as the foundation for an Indigenous
cultural centre at Barangaroo.
Notwithstanding differences of
opinion as to the overall plan, an
Aboriginal cultural centre at Barangaroo
is essential. “If created and managed
with the input of local Aboriginal
artists and collectors, with the Keeping
Place incorporated into it,” said Cr
Doutney, “it could be one of the great
cultural galleries of the world.”
While most of the 1500 items
comprising the collection have now
been moved from their inadequate
Redfern railway shed home into
temporary storage at Kennards, the
Syrons are unhappy. “With about 500
artworks yet to be moved in, Gordon
was so mortified at the facility’s initial

condition – dirty and dusty to the
extent the workman had to wear a
face mask – he couldn’t bear to have
[his famous painting] ‘Judgement
By His Peers’ in that place and took
it back home,” Ms Syron said.
This is a most unfortunate situation.
The Keeping Place deserves to be
seen and to be accessible – to locals
and international visitors. As Michael
Kirby said at the opening of an
exhibition of works from the collection
at the Australian Museum in July:
“Wherever it is placed, it ought to
be placed with honour and properly
safeguarded as an indication of the
beauty of Indigenous art in Australia.”
Barangaroo is an ideal location.
Surely.

applied to news and information. Web
publishing focuses on the requirement
for speed over accuracy and, given
the lack of staffing resources in many
newsrooms, there are concerns about
the pressure on standards when
journalists are made to supply instant
coverage and to all platforms.
Journalists in The United States, the
UK, Germany and Italy now consider
social media (e.g., Twitter, Facebook,
LinkedIn, etc.) as one of the standard
working tools of their jobs. A recent
survey suggested that more than 80 per
cent of journalists in these countries
use social media to source and promote
their work. Among these countries,
the UK has the highest percentage
of journalists (74 per cent) saying

that social media was a “somewhat
important” or “important” working tool.
Complaints have been made recently in
the US though revealing that journalists
working for major newspapers
have accused media companies of
eroding the quality of journalism by
“over-used” and “misused” social
media in their news reporting.
This is not surprising. The global
media system is dominated by fewer
than 10 global conglomerates, with
another 50-odd companies occupying
regional and niche markets. The
general thrust of the global commercial
media system is quite negative
when it comes to professionalism
for journalists: it does not underpin
social and democratic values; it does
not serve public interest; it is not
conducive to greater pluralism; it does
not contribute to eradicating social
inequality or social exclusion. Although
globalisation contributes to the spread

of ‘democratic values’ around the
world, political and economic power is
maintained in the hands of a wealthy
minority; and so is information.
Some media are even cashing in on
unethical journalism. Fox News, the
money-spinning flagship of Rupert
Murdoch’s global empire was voted
America’s “most trusted” media
outlet in a survey early in 2010. It is a
brilliant commercial success, but it is
openly partisan and thrives on bias and
populism. In the process, it is shredding
the fabric of ethical journalism.
The Internet is overtaking newspapers
and prime-time broadcasting as a
source of information. In the future,
the Internet may well be the first
port of call for news, but the role of
traditional media and professional
journalism providing context, analysis
and commentary on news, politics,
culture and social development
will remain vital to democracy.

finds a garden would be suitably located on
the eastern side and centre of the site. The
western side is best used for composting,
storage, water tanks and respite from sun.
The Erskineville community requests
Council endorses and supports the use
of the site for a community garden and
composting. We note the presence of
community gardens and composting in
other City areas, and know there would
be a high engagement with this site from
Erskineville residents. There is no other
compost facility close to the Erskineville
village hub, and people tend not to carry
their compost long distances. We intend to
use the compost generated on the gardens
to enrich the soil and prevent moisture
loss – and also, of course, reducing the
load on landfill. The two “Aerobins”

Friends [of Erskineville] have bought are in
current and increasing use. Reactivating a
neglected space is not just about gardening.
The site provides opportunities to bring our
community together. It is highly visible
to pedestrians and motorists, and as such
has attracted a high enquiry rate, and we
believe will draw a high number of users.
It will also be a clear mark of Council’s
commitment to community gardening.
There is a diversity of locals living in the
area, including an increasing number of
children, and thriving small businesses.
A garden nearby provides opportunity
for education about food production and
composting to reduce organic waste in our
local households and businesses. More and
more adults, too, find recreation, relaxation
and education to be outcomes of local food

production. Residents and businesses of
Erskineville have a demonstrated desire to
actively engage with one another and their
neighbourhood through garden activity.

comment

Online versus traditional news media
Jonathan Bogais

W

hen a US Army psychiatrist
killed 13 people at Fort
Hood recently, Twitter messages,
supposedly from “inside the post”
reported gunfire continued for a half
hour and that there were multiple
shooters. Journalists passed along the
information naming Twitter writers as
the sources. The information proved
to be false and needed to be corrected.
If one or multiple shooters had been
at large, withholding that information
could have caused some people to
be in harm’s way. The nature of live,
breaking news frequently leads to
reports of rumour, hearsay and other
inaccurate information. (Source: IFJ)

readers’ letters
Delicious fruit and veggies
I'm so impressed with the fruit and
veggies I receive each week from Food
Connect. This week there was beetroot,
mandarins, bananas, avocados and plenty
of greens. Yum! Ordering online is easy,
and it's nice to drop by the local church
on Wednesday evening to pick up my
box. Food Connect Sydney is a social
enterprise that connects local farmers
to city folk through an organic fruit and
veggie box subscription service. It sources
organic and chemical-free produce from
local farms within five hours of Sydney.
Subscribers pick up their boxes from “City
Cousins” at 25 locations across the city

This case brings serious concerns
about the ability to verify sources when
news agendas are increasingly being
driven by Internet gossip or unchecked
blog posts. Although blogs and
social media comments and postings
should meet the same standards of
fairness, accuracy and attribution that
would be applied to on-air or digital
platforms, it is often not the case.
Internet engagement is a major
feature of changing trends within
traditional media. These developments
are bringing about a shift in journalistic
norms, not just in the skills and
technical capacity of journalists
expected to work in this new landscape,
but also in the professional values being

(including Chippendale, Darlinghurst,
Glebe, Newtown, Ultimo, and Waterloo).
Food Connect Sydney provides three box
sizes ($35, $50, $65) that are fair (40 per
cent of the box price goes to farmers),
healthy (super fresh, organic & chemical
free), local (food miles -200km), and direct
(purchased from farmers).
www.sydney.foodconnect.com.au
Dave
Waterloo

Community use of vacant
land, 54-56 Erskineville Road
A report by Sydney Environmental and
Soil Laboratory (September 2010), detailing
the suitability of the aforementioned, longneglected site for a community garden

There are, of course, many
examples of such healings which
seem to come through the prayers
of present-day people directly to
God, rather than via saints who have
died. I have seen clear evidence of
such experiences in people I have
known over the years. Also, if you
read stories of ancient tribes and
cultures, there often seem to be
people who are regarded as healers.
But, even if we believe that such
healings take place through whatever
interventions, why should we confine
miracles to such healings? It is as
though we only recognise physical
changes in someone as worthy of
the name. In reality, I suggest, there
are signs of the miraculous in many
parts of life. If we define a miracle
as something good which we can’t
explain because it seems to defy
what we expected to be possible,
and becomes an unearned gift, then
should we not look further than
simply physical healings of people?
Many of us watched Nelson
Mandela walk free from 27 years of
imprisonment, most of which was
in solitary confinement. There lay
a miracle in a man who was not
bitter and twisted by that experience

and who still had the spiritual and
mental health to lead his people
on to freedom, to give the world
the gift of his courage and grace.
I interviewed a local man
last month, Vern Cork, whose
commitment to others in the face of
a diagnosis of his own approaching
death and later news of ongoing
disability, initiated moves for the
benefit of others, over and over
again. How many of us would be
like that? Is it not a miracle?
Sometimes it feels as though the
production of this paper is a miracle!
How can it be written, edited,
produced and distributed almost
entirely by volunteers each month?
(The designer and printer are paid.)
Then there are loyalties of care
for those with dependent family
members – people who give their
lives for others, day by day and
often night by night. Or people
who offer their skills and time
in volunteer work for those who
struggle in many contexts.
Maybe we should regard all
these as simply the best forms of
humanity, rather than miracles. But
why should we elevate a gift from
God as a miracle when it comes
“free” so to speak or, if we believe
in a certain way, via the caring of a
good human being who has died?
In many ways, I suspect that
to celebrate and pay attention
to the costly generosity of those
who live for others is a grander
way to encourage miracles of love
and healing in multitudes of ways
around us. Those who deliver such
kindness may not ever be recognised
as saints, but they have the capacity
to change the very nature of our
community and our world for the
better. All strength to them!

Abridged letter to
Lord Mayor Clover Moore
Friends of Erskineville
www.erskinevillevillage.org
Cana Communities offers accommodation and
support services – and much more – to “street
people” in Redfern and Surry Hills. SSH Managing
Editor Andrew Collis will run the New York City
Marathon on November 7 in support of homelessness
services including Cana. You can support the good
work of Cana by donating through Redfern-Waterloo
Lions – send cheques to PO Box 3250 Redfern NSW
2016 (include “New York Marathon”) – or directly
online: www.cana.org.au
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Kate Williamson
Artist Neil Hicks’ solo exhibition
at Sheffer Gallery (38 Lander St)
brought scenes of Paris to the
Darlington area. Paris Sketchbook
was a collection of figurative
drawings inspired during a threemonth Paris residency in late 2009.
Over the last decade, Hicks
has built a solid career as an artist
whose work has sold consistently
at high-end galleries in Brisbane,
Sydney and Melbourne. However,
the recent economic climate had a
significant impact on the spending
powers of this client base. A timely
invitation to house-sit in Paris gave
him the opportunity to explore a
new artistic expression.
His latest showing suggests
a raw spirit captured through
studying French life and
culture. Traversing the streets of
Paris, like many before him, Hicks
became enthused by the traditional
beauty of Paris in its monuments
and architecture. Hicks said he saw
“a technical sculptural landscape
that holds up walls, protruding
from the ground, bracing bridges
and squirting water through
air”. It is an art form he describes
as having a dead quality but at
the same time a strange spiritual
energy. “The average Parisian
rushes by, not noticing the stone
gaze that is upon them,” he said.

Paris in Darlington
Enlivening the old and fatigued
stone and metal beauty, Hicks was
struck by how these forms were
coloured by an ever-changing
street-art splashed across stone.
It was in this mix of historical
and street-art that Hicks came to

appreciate the less tamable nature
of art. An artistic form belongs
to no-one, instead belongs to the
space and time that it exists within.
Such an idea sits well within
the context of Sydney’s inner-west
with its acceptance of raw artistic

Survival Day on Sydne y Harbour

Join t he SSH & Tribal Warrior Assoc. on Jan. 26, 2011. C ost: $70/$60.

For bookings c ontac t Tre vor on 0400 008 338 or pay by Ele c t ronic Funds
Transf e r to BSB 062 231 / Ac c. No. 1021 8391

(please inc lude “Harbour C ruise” whe n making payme nt).
Furt he r de tails ne x t mont h.

Mercedes
flowers by

Thinking of a new career?
Flowers by Mercedes is running Floristry Courses
CentreLink approved (Austudy conditions apply).
We deliver Interstate & all over the world.
We specialise in Weddings.
Shop 3, Bldg 1-3 Botany Rd, Waterloo
Ph: 02 9797 8811

vision and the tension created
when forced within the four
walls of the conventional gallery
space. Travels to the other side
of the world allowed this artist to
see how a culture deep in history
can be enlivened by the defiant

Neil Hicks Photo: Izabella Venter

nature of street-art, prompting
him to hold a low-key exhibition
of artwork that tells a story and is
directed at a less affluent clientele.
art@neilhicks.com.au
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The Reviews
Film Review
by Lindsay Cohen

The Town
Director: Ben Affleck
Starring: Ben Affleck
Genre: Ben Affleck
That Ben Affleck can act is not
questioned. That Ben Affleck can
direct is still debatable as he hasn’t
directed much but does deserve credit
for naming a short film he directed in
1993, I Killed My Lesbian Wife, Hung
Her on a Meat Hook, and Now I Have a
Three-Picture Deal at Disney.
Whether Ben Affleck can direct
himself is even more difficult to answer,
for while The Town is a very good
action thriller with some excellent
performances, his, the crim with a heart
of gold, isn’t one of them.
Also, if Affleck was just the director
or just an actor he may have been better
able to deal with the average script and
its questionable basic premise. Would
you, for example, stick with a partner
that lied to you on multiple occasions,
used you to source information, and
was a party to killing and maiming
innocent civilians, not to mention your
own kidnapping?
Would another actor have challenged

Affleck the director to tackle some of
these weaknesses at the core of the
film and worked with him to find a
solution?
There is a real danger here that
Affleck will go all Clint Eastwood,
and go from an outstanding actor
within a limited range to a capable
director of genre pieces (sentimental
guff combined with action) in which
he stars as the same person in each
(Affleck’s young crim with a heart of
gold versus Eastwood’s ageing tough
guy with a heart of gold).
Perhaps Affleck should leave the
directing to the directors if he is to avoid
the mushy Eastwood-style direction
his career seems to be heading.
Rating: Three-and-a-half red socks.

»»film@ssh.com.au

Theatre Review
by Jane Barton

Seven Kilometres North-East
Old Fitzroy Theatre
The Seven Kilometres North-East is
the location of a spa resort performer
Kym Vercoe stayed at in 2005 when
travelling in Bosnia. Only later, almost

inadvertently, did she discover the site
had been used to perpetrate systematic
rape on local Muslim women during
the brutal days of the Balkans war.
It’s a strange feeling, she notes, to
discover the balcony of the hotel you
naively hang your washing over is the
balcony from which women jumped
in suicidal desperation during a reign
of terror in the early ’90s. Vercoe leads
the audience through this and other
gruesome discoveries with aplomb. She
is a warm, witty, honest insightful tour
guide and a performer of rare integrity.
The little town of Visne, which
she visits in the opening scene of
Seven Kilometres North-East, to see
a magnificent 16th-century 11-arch
bridge, is the site of unbelievable
horrors. As she moves from naive
tourist to horrified traveller, the
audience is drawn into the process
of this unfolding emotional drama,
creating a sense of movement and
dynamism in the piece.
A skilful combination of factual
history, travel diaries and video
is enhanced by interweaving a
performative and emotional narrative.
Solid research and explanation –
interviews with journalists, quotes from
UN war crimes transcripts, excerpts
from classic texts – provide a bedrock
of truth while Vercoe’s intuitively
performative interpretations of the
material bring it to life and elevate it
beyond the prosaic. The highlights are
many: a mesmerising encounter with a
guide book writer who erases history,
when confronted by the glossed over
version rather than deal with it; a pep
dance to Aha! when the mood takes a
turgid turn.
The climactic end scene uses the
symbolism of the simply designed

set to enact with a slow deliberation
the visceral horror of women raped,
Vercoe’s act of “re-membering”.
Vercoe’s horrified yet considered
response to historical brutality is the
central thesis of this stunningly crafted
performance. With its unflinchingly
honest look at ‘Thanatourism’, the
fascination with tourist sites where
death and brutality have occurred,
Kym Vercoe questions the reasons for
travel, our short memories, and gives
an eloquent prod to our revisionist
tendencies in this country.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au

Book Review
by Margaret Vazey

The Dig Tree – The Story of
Burke and Wills
Sarah Murgatroyd
Text Publishing, 2002
This year marks the 150th anniversary
of the attempt by Burke and Wills to
be the first white men to successfully
cross Australia from the south coast
to to the north coast. Alas, the return
journey was a disaster. They set out
from Melbourne on the 20th of
August, 1860.
The leader of the Victorian
Exploration Expedition was Robert

O’Hara Burke, a tall, good-looking
Irishman with impeccable upper-class
breeding. He was well educated, had
been a soldier and a policeman, could
speak three languages, and was a dashing
horseman. He was romantically in love
with a young and beautiful Melbourne
actress. Flamboyant and charismatic,
he was the toast of the Press of the
day. He was backed by the rich and
the powerful in the Royal Society of
Victoria. He had very little knowledge
about the bush and none at all about
the desert. His second-in-command
was William Wills, a young, serious,
conscientious and studious surveyor
and diarist, who had some experience
of living in the bush.
At that time a race was on between
Victoria and South Australia to be the
first state to send explorers across the
great desert. It was not known what
they would find. Some thought a great
sea lay in the interior of Australia, others
dreamt of pasture lands and riches to be
had by exploiting them. Nobody of any
influence had any idea as to what such
a trip would require, both in actual costs
and in human resources.
When finally the latter was
understood, the lives of eight men had
been lost, and also those of most of
their camels and horses. Only one man,
John King, from the final party which
reached the Gulf of Carpentaria, lived
to tell the tale. And he scarcely could
do this because he was so traumatised
by the experience. Most of the story
was pieced together from Wills’ diary
and letters.
It is a sobering, thrilling story,
carefully researched and presented by a
wonderful writer.

»»books@ssh.com.au
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Thinkers and Doers Series

The Soothsayer
Bababa International

Lisa Lerkenfeldt
After a field trip to a vending
machine manufacturer for their
impending show, three members of
the Bababa International collective
take post between bags of ties,
colanders and board games at an
airport. Uncle Eric is a scarecrow,
and homage to their remote,
unofficial fifth member. Stephen
and Ivan are humans. The airport
is their studio’s moniker, a nexus
of incoming and outgoing smarts.
Their space is an aesthetic bloke’s
world – practical with flourishes.
Thought forms are taped to walls.
A time device informs it’s four
o’clock in Vientiane. To the taste
of Redskins we talk about their
previous efforts in lateral grafting.
The way they fuse disparate subjects
into hybrid concepts. Like the time
they delivered curries from a gallery
basement on bicycles (Possible
Curries, Kudo Gallery) and pressed
adventure maps onto soap that led
to an off-site shower (Soap City,
FirstDraft). And most recently

contributed a fundraising element
to a group show (Friends, TCB
art inc.) by paying each of the 15
artists $1000 from a personal loan.
Though foretelling a free summer
breakfast experiment, which may or
may not involve Rice Bubbles at the
airport, the next execution of these
self-described “comprehensivists” is
to convert Locksmith Project Space
into The Soothsayer, and exercise in
vending machines and divination.
Ivan says, “We’re interested in
physical spaces and how they can
be used either imaginatively, or in a
way that’s lateral.” The gallery will
act as a container for the concept
and the door will dispense useful
premonitions at randomised
prices, under four categories: tools,
information, food and clothing.
Drawing presentation cues from
Man Ray’s amorphous sculpture,
The Enigma of Isidore Ducasse, a
sewing machine wrapped in an
army blanket and string, objects
will be foil vacuum packed, so as
not to reveal the contents upfront.
Stephen says the approach they’re
taking is reflecting on, “objects

that are of the present but also
telling or indicative of the future”.
Their arbitrary selection of items
embraces anarchy and the unknown
in imagining the future. Sourced
from Botany Road/Regent Street
on which the gallery site sits, these
reclaimed items will be imbued with
a new suggestion of meaning, so
you might get a camera with some
film in it, and maybe half a roll of
film has been taken, or altered board
games in composite bricolage.
The items dispensed from The
Soothsayer will inevitably address
Rem Koolhaas’ Junkspace which is
“what remains after modernisation
has run its course, or more
precisely, what coagulates while
modernisation is in progress,
its fall out”. So in line with the
ecological concerns around the
coughing man-made universe of
matter we live amongst, Ivan affirms
they’re interested in “turning the
junk into something positive or
at least engaging or thoughtful”.
Stephen says, “It’s like conceptual
Cradle to Cradle”, a concept
defined by green architect William

Illuminated
parklands

Centennial Park Duck Pond Photo: Peter Solness

SSH
A new free weekend photography
exhibition has opened in Centennial
Park. Based in the historic
Superintendent’s Residence (adjacent
Paddington Gates, entry from
Oxford St), the exhibition showcases
the stunning work of award-winning
night photographer, Peter Solness,
with highlights from the Head
On Portrait Prize 2004-2010 and
featuring ‘Artist of the Month’ guests.
“Expect nothing less than stunning,
poetic and beautiful photographs
on every visit to this unique gallery
space,” says Moshe Rosenzveig,
Head On Photo Festival Director.
The exhibition features a continual
rotation of works of acclaimed
night photographer Peter Solness’
Illuminated Landscape series and his

celebrated nocturnal landscapes of
Sydney’s bushland, coastal walks,
Indigenous rock engravings and
Centennial Park itself – one of
which won Solness the coveted
2010 NSW Parliamentary Plein
Air Photographic Prize.
Solness has been a successful
photographer for over 25 years.He
has become increasingly fascinated
with photographing at night, using
long exposures, the natural light
of the moon and the additional
lighting of a small hand-held torch.
His photographs are not only
stunning, they are mesmerising,
reverent, playful and profoundly
beautiful. A magic is created by
him and we see familiar shapes and
organic objects in a new way.
The exhibition also features work
from previous Head On Portrait Prize
Exhibitions, Australia’s most critically

acclaimed photographic portrait
exhibition, and from November 13,
a Group Show featuring work from
other celebrated Sydney photographers
(names to be announced).
Rosenzveig and Solness see this
as a tremendous opportunity to
share with us all the breadth and
depth of the incredible talent within
our photographic community.
The Centennial Park and
Moore Park Trust is pleased to
support this exhibition, providing
a space for artistic endeavour in
an historic parkland setting.
GROUP SHOW Opens November 13
(artists to be announced).
OPENING HOURS Weekends
only. 11am-6pm, Sat-Sun until
January 30, 2011. CLOSED MonFri & Christmas Day, Boxing
Day & New Year’s Day.

The Soothsayer Image: Stephen Russell

McDonough and German chemist
Micheal Braungart for ecologically
intelligent design where objects will
have a benefit after their first use.
Three weeks prior to the
show there are more variables
than constants and so we wait
to support this valiant motion,
and draw comfort from Ivan’s

comment: “We’re not trying to
create a utopia or anything.”
The Soothsayer
Bababa International
Locksmith Project Space, 6 Botany
Road, Alexandria
Opening Reception Nov. 18, 6-8pm
Runs Nov. 19-27 (Thurs-Sat, 1-6pm)

Up for a laugh? Not this year
Mark Williamson
A picturesque day in the middle
of the harbour exploring an Island
where, in amongst different venues
ranging from a disused bomb shelter
to a pump house, 200 comics are
gathered, eager to entertain the
myriad audience members who walk
from venue to venue. Sounds like a
great way to spend a weekend?
In October 2009, Cockatoo Island
was transformed into the Worlds
Funniest Island with acts including the
Goodies, Akmal and Alexei Sayle, to
name but a talented few. In 2010 the
event was scheduled for the weekend
of October 16 and 17 with over 200
acts booked from around the world
including Wil Anderson, Michael
Winslow (Police Academy), Ivan
Brackenbury (UK) and the Umbilical
Brothers. But, alas, with less than 10
days to go, the organisers cancelled the
event.
A note on the World’s Funniest
Island website states: “Sadly, despite
support from both the private and

public sector, World’s Funniest Island
will not be proceeding this year due to
a drop-off in sponsorship.”
The cancellation left many comics
out of pocket and potential audience
members severely inconvenienced.
One audience member stated online
that she had booked flights and
accommodation from Perth to attend
the event. A large proportion of comics
appointed to appear at the event were
from interstate and overseas.
An event, amongst whose sponsors
included Events NSW, was no longer
proceeding. When asked to comment,
an agitated Premier Kristina Keneally
directed enquiries to the Events
organisers.
So who is to blame for an event that
was universally praised in 2009 being
cancelled in 2010 less than 10 days
before the scheduled date?
The organisers? Events NSW? Or
the disappearing sponsors?
Mark Williamson is a Sydney-based
comedian, who runs the comedy
events company Comedy on the
EDGE (www.comedyonedge.com).
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Low live at the Factory

Low played to a packed-out crowd at the Factory Theatre in Marrickville on Friday 22nd October

Photos: Tim Levy

Poetry
Please remove the lid,
expose the worms abhorrent
light and breath may heal.
– Heather Robinson

I am lost in space,
green dreams happily evolve,
sometimes answers come.
– Margaret Vazey

Shadows of visions
magpies and lorikeets sing
while echoes collide.
– Heather Robinson

Seasonal rain comes
bringing clarity and life,
sensual and light.
– Adrian Spry

In glass case showing
tattered dress from days gone by.
Where are thy riches?
– Heather Robinson

Twas brillig, and the slithy toves,
a dragon that no-one knows
is wandering in the forest near.
No-one goes there
because the light is dark and dim.
The dragon with its scaly toes
can’t bear the light (as legend goes).
Its tail shows in the day
but in the night it’s gone.
Twas brillig, and the slithy toves.
– Isabelle Spry

Wake up, stretch and yawn.
Rise up, wriggle and giggle.
Nature calls: New day!
– Patricia Corowa
Tidal bay, river,
walk song-line stream billabong:
Murroona dreaming.
– Patricia Corowa

WORDPLAY – Creative Writing Group
Woolpack Hotel Redfern
229 Chalmers Street, Redfern
6-8pm Wed November 3 & 10
Phone Adrian on 9690 1427
All welcome

This voucher worth $5 when
you spend $10 or more.
Valid November 2010

By turns laid-back,
splendiferous!

Scott Winter
Summer
Salt, located
in the Elouera
Surf Club
on the beach
at Cronulla,
40 minutes drive south of the
CBD, is a classy, polished,
modern Australian restaurant
with unparalleled views over the
gorgeous beaches that Cronulla is
known for. It is the closest you will
get to white-set tables on the sand.
There are few restaurants that
leave your senses completely
“blissed out” on every level.
Summer Salt is one of those
places. At this popular seafront
cornucopia of excellence, generous
and laid-back waitstaff surpass
expectation and have all mastered
the art of the up-sell. Rightly so,
everything on the Summer Salt

menu deserves applause. Head
chef, Carl Jensen’s inspiration and
attention to detail are ever rolling
as the surf right there before you.
In one of the better Asian and
Australian fusion menus, Jensen
executes the popular marriage with
dynamic balance and passionate
integrity. “Gran finesse” would
be an understatement. With
“Happy Birthday” being sung
from more than four large tables,
it’s clear that Summer Salt is an
extra-special event location for
Cronulla locals and patrons from
afar. A seasonally-changing menu
that also features daily specials
helps the celebrations along.
Summer Salt started us off
with rum-based, fresh mint and
citrus Mojitos made the way they
should be. Suggested entrees
included pan-seared scallops
wrapped in prosciutto with green
bean and pistachio salad and caper
vinaigrette. Artfully matched were

ricotta-stuffed zucchini flowers,
while for mains the half lobster,
splendiferous seafood platter and
Angus steak came recommended.
The signature dish, an assiette
of duck, consisted of confit with
Persian fetta salad, oven-roasted
breast with parsnip puree and
twice-cooked leg with orange and
cassia bark glaze. A deconstructed
white chocolate cheesecake, dark
chocolate sorbet and hazelnut
praline encase diners for dessert,
along with medium dry kisses
from a New Zealand Vavasour
Redwood Pass Sauvignon Blanc.
We’d like to raise a celebratory
toast to all at Summer Salt who
will make every moment of your
visit a “Happy Birthday” moment
(even if it’s not your birthday).
Summer Salt
Elouera Surf Club
66 Mitchell Road, Cronulla
Ph: 9523 2366

CO M M U N I T Y N O T ICE S
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SSH advertising works:

food distribution network

"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community. Interest
has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Blindeman, Food Distribution Network, Waterloo

home delivery of low-cost fresh fruit & vegetables
The Food Distribution Network is a not-for-profit organisation that
delivers boxes of fresh and inexpensive fruit and vegies to older
people, people with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDS and
carers who live in the City of Sydney and need assistance living
independently at home. For $9 you can have a box of 6-8kg of fruit
and/or vegies delivered to your door each week or fortnight.
Please call 9699 1614 or e-mail enquiries@fdn.org.au for more
information. These services are funded by the Home and
Community Care programme and the AIDS Trust of Australia.

BABANA

Advertise in the SSH
“Celebrating the lives of the diverse people of South Sydney, inviting discussion on
issues of concern and interest, adding encouragement to possibilities for community.”
Partner with the SSH and 30,000 readers who are:
– savvy on a diverse range of issues
– passionate about the area in which they live
– looking to support local businesses and people
Affordable rates • Booking Sheet online • www.southsydneyherald.com.au
adverts@ssh.com.au • 9319 1373 or 0416 048 932

BABANA

SATURDAY ART CLASS

Aboriginal Men’s Group

Next meeting Friday 26 November
12-2pm PCYC, Redfern
Contact: Mark Spinks 9243 3546

South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
12-4pm Saturday November 20 & 27
More information
phone 8399 3410.

Redfern

All materials provided.
Previous & new participants welcome.
Gold coin donation.

You are warmly invited to

CELEBRATING
COMMUNITY
South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)

Sun. Nov. 21, 2010
10am Service &/or 12pm Lunch
(Catering by Saucepan Cafe & Restaurant, Darlington)

Live Music & Poetry
Contact: Nicole 0438 639 258

Uniting Churches

TEACHERS’ PETS

The Orchard Gallery
56a Raglan St, Waterloo
Opening SAT. NOV. 27, 5-6PM

56a Raglan St Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds,
sexual orientations and identities.
Peace with justice, integrity
of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church
Crn St Johns Rd
& Colbourne Ave, Glebe
Worship Sun 7 for 7.15pm
‘Colbourne Ave’ Intimate
Candlelit Concerts Thu 8pm
Steph Gesling 9518 9413

Newtown Mission
Drawing: Charlotte Dibben

What is
happening
in RedfernWaterloo?
Get the latest from
www.redwatch.org.au
email
RWIU@turnbulls.au.com
for free email updates
or call Geoff on 9318 0824

New works by
JOHNNY BELL
CHARLOTTE DIBBEN
HAYLEY FRENCH
ADRIAN SPRY
JO TRACY

South Sydney Uniting Church

Waterloo
Recycling
Workshop

280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements
9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm
1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614
Ultimo University Church
Cnr Bulwara Road and
Quarry St, Ultimo
Worship 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

Workshop and market open Fridays 9am-12pm.
Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo
(lower car park).
Affordable furniture and household goods.

Curated by EVE GIBSON Ph. 0406 680 336

Donations gladly received (no white goods
or electrical apps).
Volunteers welcome
(phone Naomi on 0407 576 098).

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point
Worship 10am,
Bible Study 5pm Sunday
Ps Graham Long 9358 6996

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Verity Firth MP
State Member for Balmain

Kristina Keneally MP
State Member for Heffron

Clover Moore MP
State Member for Sydney

Carmel Tebbutt MP
State Member for Marrickville

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction
NSW 2022

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville
NSW 2204

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9369 5221
F: 02 9369 5225

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9558 9000
F: 02 9558 3653

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Red Sox
step up to
the plate
Andrew Collis

The Redfern Red Sox Under 10s are
top of the ladder in their division. It’s a
great start to the season, which finishes
in late March. The faces of smiling boys
and girls say it all – they’re having fun,
they’re learning something new (most
had never played baseball until joining
the Red Sox), and they’re learning
teamwork, too.
Gary Fishburn is President of the
Redfern Red Sox and Coach of the Under
10s. On a sunny Saturday morning at
Alexandria Park Community School, he
is in his element. Batters are learning
the art of the full-blooded swing and
playing off a Zooker machine (an air
canon that delivers a perfect pitch,
again and again). A fielder throws the
ball with a crow hop from outfield.
Baseball, Gary says, favours the natural
athlete: “If you can throw a rock or
swing an axe, you can learn to enhance
these natural movements.”
Clearly, this guy loves baseball. “I
started playing in my 30s,” he recalls,
“switching from cricket.” The key
difference, he explains, is that baseball
rotates around quickly, everybody’s
engaged, rather than watching others
play over lengthy periods.
Gary is proud of the Red Sox teams:
the Under 8s, 10s, 12s and 16s – “a
tonne of raw talent” – and proud,
too, of the team-oriented ethos at the
young club. “We use a lot of positive
reinforcement and encouragement,” he
says, on behalf of a coaching staff that

The Redfern Red Sox Photo: Andrew Collis

includes three ex-Sydney Winter Major
League players. “Praise and correct but
never criticise,” he says. “We have a
rule against sledging teammates or
opponents. It’s all about producing
champions – on and off the diamond.”
The Red Sox “try-outs” were held at a
Try Baseball Day at the National Centre
of Indigenous Excellence (NCIE) earlier
this year, an event promoted through
Tempe and Marrickville Public and
Alexandria Park Community Schools,
the NCIE and the National Aboriginal
Sporting Chance Academy. Gary notes
that more than half of the Red Sox
players are Indigenous, and expects
several players to go on and represent at

higher levels. He adds: “A couple of our
players are cousins of [world famous]
Boston Red Sox players [AAA League]”.
Baseball NSW is a sponsor and
has lent tremendous support to the
establishment of the club. Other
sponsors include Blackwoods, IGA
Waterloo, FX Art & Framing, City of
Sydney and ABSec. “We welcome all
inquires from potential sponsors,”
Gary says.
The Red Sox President is especially
grateful for the support of Alexandria
Park Community School. “If it hadn’t
been for the support of Principal Rick
Teransky,” he says, “we’d never have
got a start.” With no other parks

Eora Sports, Arts and Recreation Centre

available for baseball in the inner
city, Alexandria Park offered use of its
grounds. Home games are played there
every Saturday, from 9am.
“There are still spots available in
all squads,” Gary announces. “We’re
operating with a bare minimum of
players at the moment.”

Interested players and parents are
encouraged to make contact via
redfernredsox@gmail.com, or simply
to turn up to training on Tuesday
afternoons from 4pm (APCS,
Junior Campus, via Power Ave).
All equipment is provided. Insurance
and registration costs are subsidised.

RAVENS RUNNING GROUP
The Ravens meet each Saturday at 7am on the corner of Botany Road and Raglan Street in Waterloo.
New members (and beginners) always welcome! Phone Adrian on 9690 1427.

Eora Sports, Arts & Recreation Centre
180 George Street, Redfern NSW
Ph: 1300 866 761 Visit us at www.ncie.org.au

Learn To Swim with us! Try NCIE Kindergym!
The NCIE offers a comprehensive Learn to Swim program
for children called ‘AquaSafe’. Our program is about more
than just ‘learning the strokes’ it’s about water survival
skills.
Our friendly staff make learning to swim fun so making
your child safer around the water is easier.
Children are presented with opportunities to develop skills
and share experiences.

Kindergym is a physical and social
development program for children
aged 18mths - 5 yrs. Kindergym kids
learn to be stronger in body, mind
Trial Le
sson!*
and spirit! With our unique “themed”
program, children will experience
exciting adventures like circus and superheroes.
Play an active role in your child’s development…

FREE

Let us help them learn water confidence, safety and skills!

Totsgym – Tuesday + Wednesday from 9.30am
Kindergym – Tuesday + Wednesday from 10.30am

We are currently taking enrolments call us today on 1300 866 761!

Mention this ad to receive your fun free
trial lesson! *Conditions apply

