
Neil Whitfield

ALEXANDRIA: The Refugee African 
Muslim Youth (RAMY) project. Just look 
at the trigger words here, especially in 
the hothouse of an election campaign. 
Yet when a book highlighting the 
creativity and stories of African Muslim 
refugees aged 12-25 was launched 
by Tanya Plibersek at the Alexandria 
Town Hall in July, not a word was to 
be heard on talkback radio, not a peep 
from A Current Affair or Today Tonight.

Why? Because this is good news. 
No news value, you see. Sad, but true.

What was there that day in Alexandria 

was hope. So was resilience. So was vitality.
None of the people represented in the 

colourful book launched that day has 
had it easy. Most, but not all, are from 
Sierra Leone where more than two million 
people, one third of the population, were 
displaced by the Civil War of 1991-2002, 
though events since can hardly be called 
entirely peaceful. 

Let one of the young voices speak: “This 
is the story of my village called Combowalla 
in Sierra Leone where everyone can go 
there. I still can remember my grandfather’s 
house. There are snakes there. Some of the 
snakes kill people. The village is not there 
anymore, it was burnt down.”

Some of the images and words in 

this book are homesick and wistful, 
some express hope for their new lives in 
Australia, some tell of new friends made 
and support found.  

Those who conceived the project, 
reported in the April SSH, are to be 
congratulated. To quote South Sydney 
Community Aid Manager, Jhan Leach, in 
that April article: “We would like the youth 
to have a loud voice. We want them to be 
heard and seen, and we want them to tell 
other Australians what it’s like to be an 
African refugee Muslim youth, and what 
it’s like living in Australia as a refugee. We 
want to create opportunities where we get 
the youth to talk to the broader community 
to share their skills and abilities with 

creativity and dance and music and art … 
so we can create some broader acceptance 
of the culturally diverse community that 
we live in.”

Mission accomplished, I’d say, but still 
ongoing.

The grant  under  the Federa l 
Government’s Diverse Australia Program 
that enabled much of this is money 
well spent.   S

South Sydney Community Aid and 

Multicultural Neighbourhood Centre 

is located at Alexandria Town Hall, 

73 Garden Street, Alexandria. For more 

information and copies of the book 

contact 9319 4073 or mnc@ssca.org.au 

Boarding 
houses 
unregulated
Rita Mu

Boarding  houses  remain 
unregulated, despite continuous 
reports of abuse and neglect 
towards tenants with disabilities, 
according to the latest NSW 
Ombudsman report. 

Almost two-thirds of the complaints 
about disability services in 2008-09 
received by the NSW Ombudsman 
were about accommodation support 
and services either provided, funded 
or licensed by the NSW Department 
of Ageing, Disability and Home Care 
(DADHC). Services included those 
provided by boarding houses. 

The main issues raised by tenants, 
many of whom have physical or 
mental health problems, included 
assaults by staff, inadequate training 
of staff, and the lack of services to 
meet basic health needs such as 
medication and dietary requirements.

Boarding house coordinator Leigh 
Connell at Newtown Neighbourhood 
Centre said tenants were “living in 
fear”. Ms Connell said that licensed 
boarding houses usually provided 
tenants with a shared room, meals, 
and basic medical care if required, 
including consultations with doctors 
and psychiatrists, however the 
services were inflexible. 

She said many tenants were open 
to exploitation by managers because 
they spent most of their money on 
lodging fees. “Many people living in 
licensed boarding houses can spend 
up to 90 per cent of their income on 
lodging fees – meaning they don’t 
have much for personal items such as 
medication,” she said. “With most of 
their income spent on these fees, there 
is less room for them to negotiate with 
managers for better services.”

Ms Connell said a reason for 
the abuse was that many boarding 
houses acted on 
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Corner Elizabeth & Redfern Streets, Redfern
3rd Saturday of every month

 (next market 21/8/10) 8am-4pm 
 

Stallholders selling an eclectic range of handmade, 
recycled, secondhand goods, plants, books, sausage sizzle.

Stall bookings/enquiries: 0434 197 527  
or email redwatermarkets@live.com.au

Fundraiser for the Factory Community Centre.  
Supported by City of Sydney Council.

RedWater Markets 
@ Redfern Park

RedWater Markets 
@ Redfern Park

"Come and be part of this new inner-city market  
under the shady trees of beautiful Redfern Park"

SSh 

The NSW Liberal Party has finally 
announced a candidate for the seat of 
Sydney. It is Gordon Weiss who currently 
serves on the Leichhardt Council.

Married with five children, Mr Weiss 
has lived in the Sydney electorate for 
nearly 30 years. He is well known in the 
community, having chaired the Friends 
of Birchgrove Park and the Birchgrove 
Precinct Committees. 

Mr Weiss said he was honoured to be 
selected as the Liberal candidate. “I’m 
proud to be the Liberal candidate for 
Sydney. It is an honour to represent the 

Party in this election.” 
Mr Weiss holds a PhD in Chemical 

Engineering and consults businesses on 
energy use and consumption. He said his 
campaign would focus largely on cutting 
Labor’s spending and waste. 

“This election allows people to judge 
the Gillard government on its record of 

reckless spending, disastrous BER 
and home insulation schemes, and poll-
driven decisions,” said Mr Weiss. “I will 
be representing the alternative – leaner 
government, competent management, and 
community consultation on local policy.” 

“Labor is borrowing $100 million a day 
to cover its spending. As someone who 

advises people on being more 
efficient, I believe this is no way to run 
a government.” 

“As our debt continues to grow as a 
result of borrowing, so does upward 
pressure on interest rates and the threat 
of more taxes. Australian families can’t 
afford this. A Coalition government will 
rein in this wasteful debt and ease cost of 
living pressures on families.” 

“I look forward to listening to concerns 
of residents over the coming weeks, and 
I will work hard to gain their support on 
August 21.”   S

alex fleMiNG

GLEBE: Australia’s first public on-street 
electric vehicle charging station 
was recently opened by Lord Mayor 
Clover Moore MP.

The charging station, in Derby Place, 
Glebe, was installed by Visionstream 
and is managed by ChargePoint. It will 
recharge a converted plug-in hybrid 
Toyota Prius in three hours using 100 
per cent GreenPower from Origin.

The vehicle, part of the GoGet car 
share scheme, has an electric motor 

range of 30 km, 2 km longer than 80 
per cent of regular GoGet trips.

Ms Moore said electric vehicles (EVs) 
have zero exhaust emissions, while 
car sharing replaced up to 10 privately 
owned cars for each shared vehicle. 
She said that the City of Sydney is 
investigating the purchase of retrofitted 
plug-in Hybrid EVs and new EVs for its 
vehicle fleet, as part of its goal to reduce 
carbon emissions by 70 per cent from 
2006 levels by 2030.   S

For more information go to: 

www.goget.com.au

SSH pre-election profile:

Libs announce 
candidate for Sydney 

Nation’s first public 
car-charging station 

Boarding houses unregulated
a for-profit basis. 

“Boarding houses are businesses – so their 
primary role is not to provide care, but to 
generate income,” she said.

Executive director Matthew Bowden 
of disability rights and advocacy group, 
People with Disability Australia, said the 
abuse of tenants living in accommodation 
services, including boarding houses, had 
been happening for “a very long time”. 
He said those living in boarding houses 
frequently reported neglect and financial, 
sexual, verbal as well as psychological 
abuse. 

“People’s basic needs such as food, 
bedding and heating are being neglected,” 
he said. 

Many people living in boarding houses 
were afraid of making complaints because 
they feared being punished or asked to 

leave by managers, said Mr Bowden. 
Regulation requirements of boarding 

houses are currently governed by the 
Youth and Community Services Act 1973 
and Regulation 2005. Mr Bowden said 
there was “inadequate legislation” and 
that “major reform” was needed for the 
rights of people with disabilities living in 
boarding houses. 

The DADHC has called for community 
consultation for the proposed Youth and 
Community Services Regulation 2010. 
The proposed Regulation will outline 
the obligations of licensees and licensed 
managers of disability residential centres, 
including the facilities that need to be 
provided, and the qualifications and 
experiences of staff. 

The 2010 Regulation will be effective 
from next month.   S

continued from page 1

CF Plumbing
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Lic. No. 161663C

ROOF & GUTTER • RENOVATIONS • GASFITTING • DRAINAGE
MAINTENANCE • CONSTRUCTION • HOT WATER HEATERS

Chris Fawaz
0410 790 630

chrisfawaz@ymail.com
23 Turner St, Redfern NSW 2016

 Charging up!   Photo: Courtesy of Carl Sharp Photographics

Gordon Weiss   Photo: Supplied
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AmAndA PArkinson 

Twugia, a darug word meaning “star”, is the 

name of a group set up to encourage young 

indigenous academic stars. Last month, 

Twugia hosted a science camp for 11 gifted 

indigenous secondary school students from 

the south West sydney region. The young 

people, all in Year 8, participated in a program 

coordinated by Questacon, a federally 

funded maths and science organisation. 

students learnt the basics of environmental 

science, physics and renewable energies 

in an interactive and fun environment. 

The camp ran over two days, July 21 to 

22, at the National Centre of Indigenous 

Excellence (NCIE) in Redfern. Teachers and 

students paid compliments to the staff and 

impressive food and facilities on offer. 

Natalie Pierson of Aboriginal Education (South 

West Sydney), said: “The great thing about 

running camps is the kids get to bond together.” 

Twugia is designed to encourage Indigenous 

youth who have shown the ability to excel 

to continue pursuing their academic goals. 

Assessment begins when students are in Year 

3. Learning potential is ascertained on the basis 

of the Coolabah Dynamic Assessment model 

devised by Dr Graham Chaffey. Six of the 11 

students involved this time round have been 

regular participants over the past two years. 

The Questacon science program helped 

the students gain confidence by teaching 

them how to design, prepare and 

present their own science lessons. 

Kyjila enjoyed the “goo” – an experiment 

with cornflour and water. Dempsey can recite 

facts with respect to liquid nitrogen. Matt and 

Georgina discussed Newton’s 3rd Law – every 

action has an equal and opposite reaction. 

Jordyn, who has an active interest in drama 

as well as science, presented her lesson on 

friction by engaging the students and teachers 

in a tug-of-war match. She asked her teachers 

to wear latex gloves and placed a detergent-

lubricant on their hands. With the teachers 

unable to maintain a grip on the rope her peers 

quickly won, sending the students into a cheer. 

From here students are now preparing to 

showcase their science demonstrations to 

family and friends at the Casula Powerhouse 

in late September. The program is a testament 

to our teachers and scientists of the future.

The youth of today

Twugia – Class of 2010    Photo: Amanda Parkinson

Appetite Cafe
82 Regent St, Redfern, ph 9699 4069

ThiS ARTiCle iS kindly SponSoRed by:

APPETITE
cafe : redfern

+
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Stars of tomorrow

There’s something for everyone this 
month at the University of Sydney.

For students contemplating their options 
next year, Open Day on Saturday 28th 
August is the perfect time to find out 

about admissions, courses and life at university. It’s a great 
chance to talk to faculty representatives, career experts, 
admissions advisers and take a tour of our campuses. 

Currently on show in the Nicholson Museum are some of the finest examples of 
ancient and neo-classical jewellery. Drawn from the museum’s own collection 
as well as other collections, these pieces, many in gold, remain timeless in their 
beauty.

Across the quadrangle in our Art Gallery a wonderful new exhibition China and 
Revolution opens this month looking at the extraordinarily chaotic and turbulent 
events in China of the 1960s and 1970s as depicted in poster art of the time 
and in the work of more contemporary artists.

Around the corner in the Macleay Museum are some rarely seen images of 
NSW as it was in the early 20th century. These black and white images originally 
from the photographic studios of Kerry and Co are taken from our own glass 
negative collection.

And for booklovers, the annual Book Fair is on again next month, 11 September. 

Whatever your interests, we look forward to seeing you at Sydney.

Michael Spence 
Vice-Chancellor

COmmUnITy COnTACT DeTAIlS 
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523  Email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au
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REDFERN-WATERLOO: Three years old 
and already the Redfern-Waterloo Lions 
Club has won the accolades of Lions 
District 201N5. It has won the inaugural 
Cultural & Community Activities Award 
for 2009-10.

The award is for successfully securing 
$10,000 from Lions Club International 
for scholarships to train three trainees 
on the Tribal Warrior Training Program. 
Trainees will be awarded the Certificate 
11 of Seamanship on completion in 2011.

Two of the members of the Redfern-
Waterloo Lions also hold important 
positions of Zone 3 Chairperson (Lion 
John Lanzky) and Regional 3 Chairperson 
(Lion Norma Ingram). 

Congratulations to the Redfern-
Waterloo Club for its hard work and 
persistence.   S

Young service club’s roaring success

John Lanzky and Norma Ingram with retired District Governor Beryl Paine (centre)   Photo: John Hugh

Bourke Street Public School   Photo: Ali Blogg

RebeCCa leMay

SURRY HILLS: A Building the Education 
Revolution (BER) project at Bourke 
Street School is in the final stages 
of completion. The school received 
$850,000 as part of the Federal 
Government’s stimulus package to 
refurbish five classrooms, the school 
library, a special needs room and new 
storeroom.  

Bourke Street’s Principal, Mr Peter 
Johnston, said the upgrades have resulted 
in improved amenities for the staff and 
students at the school, whilst maintaining 
the heritage values of the historic building 
which is soon to celebrate its 130th 
birthday.

“We have achieved a balance of 
preserving the history as well as 
modernising the facilities to ensure 
the longevity of the school. Internally 
the teaching environment has been 
modernised with improved electrical 
wiring to accommodate the ever-
increasing demands of  modern 
technology. All classrooms have been 
painted, carpeted, upgraded with new 
furniture, wet areas and ventilation. 
This has made the classroom a more 
stimulating, motivating and engaging 

environment to learn,” said Mr Johnston. 
However, the smiles at Bourke 

Street School have not been replicated 
uniformly across the country and the BER 
program is the subject of both Federal 
and State level parliamentary inquiries 
due to complaints about overspending 
on inappropriate or poor quality facilities. 

The BER taskforce is currently 
investigating 264 complaints regarding 
228 of the nation’s 9500 schools, or 2.5 
per cent. This number is expected to rise 
as the projects near completion. 

Greens MP, Dr John Kaye, who is on 
the Standing Committee for the NSW 
inquiry, said that better outcomes could 
have been achieved if schools were able 
to have more say in the management of 
the building projects. 

“The problem has been the speed 
at which the program has been 
implemented. Many schools just weren’t 
ready to decide carefully enough on what 
they wanted to do. And secondly, the 
top down approach forced onto public 
schools by the State Government,” said 
Dr Kaye. 

“We took evidence from the Catholic 
Education Commission, where there was 
a closer relationship between funding 
agencies and the schools which allowed 
outcomes which are better suited to the 

needs of the schools and they got better 
value for money,” said Dr Kaye.  

With 89 projects totalling around $57 
million of Federal funding underway 
in the Sydney electorate, Local Federal 
MP, Tanya Plibersek, said so far the 
feedback she has received has been 
overwhelmingly positive. 

“This massive injection has delivered 
much needed infrastructure to schools. 
The BER program just as importantly 
kept more people in jobs during the 
tough economic financial crisis,” said 
Ms Plibersek.  

Ms Plibersek is also critical of 
suggestions that school principals 
should have to project manage BER 
projects. “School principals are trained 
and entrusted to teach our children and 
should not be forced to project manage 
construction sites as well,” said Ms 
Plibersek.

Despite the issues being raised at other 
schools, Peter Johnston says that for the 
kids at Bourke Street, the outcome has 
been worthwhile.

“The children recognise that the wider 
community values the work they do by 
going to the trouble of improving their 
facilities. It instils in students a sense of 
pride in their school and an incentive to 
learn and to be educated.”   S

Revolution in the Hills 

Tackling dangerous
climate change
A Gillard Labor Government will do more to 
harness Australia’s renewable energy, as well as 
put tough standards in place for any new power 
stations.

We’re investing $10 billion between now and 
2019 in clean energy jobs and technologies.

We’ve delivered on our promise to increase the 
Renewable Energy Target, so that at least 20% 
of Australia’s electricity comes from renewable 
sources by 2020. This is the equivalent of taking 
every household in Australia off the energy grid.

Since 2007, we’ve helped put more than 100,000 
solar panels on rooftops and helped install more 
than 170,000 new solar hot water systems.

We are the first national government to make a 
significant contribution to public transport in our 
congested cities - investing $4.5 billion in urban 
passenger rail projects.

And as part of the Jobs Fund, the Gillard Labor 
Government set up the $40 million National Bike 
Paths Project, which is delivering over 160 new 
and upgraded bike paths around the country.

Through our Solar Schools Plan, we are helping 
schools go solar to save on energy bills. More 
than 1,000 schools across the nation have already 
installed solar systems under this program, and 
another 1,500 schools have projects underway to 
become solar schools.

For more information on what Labor will do to 
tackle dangerous climate change, go to:

www.alp.org.au

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP, Labor Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway NSW 2007

T 9379 0700   F 9379 0701  |  Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Tanya Plibersek MP
Member for Sydney

ADVERTISEMENT
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KINGS CROSS: The $7 million 
redevelopment of the Wayside 
Chapel has officially started, with 
the construction of a new building. 
Pastor and CEO of the Wayside 
Chapel, Rev. Graham Long, said 

without the development the charity’s 
future would have been in question. 

“Our buildings have decayed to 
the extent that 40 per cent of them 
were condemned: not to be used at 
all,” he said. “We got to the point 
that bricks were spitting themselves 

out of the wall and into a public 
street. At one level, it was just too 
dangerous to continue. We couldn’t 
provide a safe workplace for people.” 

Mr Long said the redevelopment 
was also important due to lack of 
space for the charity’s programs. 

“For example, the only shower we 

have requires homeless people to 
grab their towel and clothes, walk 
out into the public street and down 
to the back of the building where our 
shower block is, and we only have 
one single shower,” said Mr Long. 
“In the new building, we’ll have male 
and female and handicapped showers 

and it will all be inside and it will 
be a lot more dignified for people.”

The new building would also 
accommodate the charity’s various 
services such as its free and supervised 
drug-free space in Kings Cross.

Mr Long said another feature 
of the building would be a “green 
roof”. “We will plant produce from 
the roof, and that produce will be 
grown as part of our program for 
people with mental health issues 
and that will be then harvested by 
them, used in cooking classes through 
our various education programs, 
and then eaten through our café.”

In addition to its own private 
donations, the Wayside Chapel secured 
financial support from Federal and 
State Governments which provided $3 
million and $2 million respectively. 

At the official sod turning ceremony 
last month, Premier Kristina Keneally 
praised the work of the charity. “The 
Wayside Chapel has been operating in 
Kings Cross for nearly half a century 
and with the new redevelopment they 
will be ready to service the people of 
Sydney for another 50 years,” she said. 

The redevelopment will take about 
a year to complete, according to 
Mr Long. “We’re saying about nine 
to 10 months for the new building 
and three to four months for the 
renovations of the old building 
which isn’t being demolished.”

Despite the impact of 
renovations such as the relocation 
of chapel services to the Nomad 
Cafe, Mr Long said all services 
would continue to operate.

“What is unknown is how many 
people will want to brave what is 
an unpleasant place to be in order 
to get their shower or their meal. 
We’ll just wait to see how people 
respond. I guess, if you’re desperate, 
you’ll come.”   S

Exciting developments at the Wayside

Voting 1 for the Greens in this election means a vote for:
  a 100% renewable energy future and a carbon tax on pollution
  the humane and compassionate treatment of refugees
  a massive investment in mental health and dental care
  an end to the NT intervention
  marriage equality for the LGBTI community

Use your vote this election to say no the politicking of the old parties – which for 
too long has taken our country nowhere. Vote Greens for the environmentally 
sustainable and socially just Australia we all deserve.

ADVERTISEMENT

Authorised by Maria Sarelas, 19 Eve St, Erskineville, 2043

Inner-city Sydney 
needs a Green 
voice in federal 
Parliament.  

A new Wayside Chapel   Image: Supplied

Vote 1 for Greens candidate 
Matthew Robertson in Wentworth 

greens.org.au/wentworth

Vote 1 for Greens candidate 
Tony Hickey in Sydney
 greens.org.au/sydney

Vote 1 for Greens candidate 
Lee Rhiannon in the Senate 

greens.org.au/leerhiannon
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It’s been a tough time for the inner-
city Labor Party branches with many 
struggling to get a quorum while 
they watch their Labor Government 
lurching from crisis to crisis. Then 
came the dropping of Kevin Rudd and 
the installing of Australia’s first female 
Prime Minister.

The SSH canvassed the views of a 
couple of inner-city members. 

Peter Bansell of Darlington Branch
As a Labor voter and Party member, 

I’ve been less than happy with the 
Government’s action on climate change 
and refugees. I thought the mining 
tax was a great tax poorly explained. 

We haven’t really had enough time to 
determine the extent to which Prime 
Minister Gillard’s promise to move 
forward will actually be a move forward 
– rather than backward – on key policy 
issues. I do, however, admire her 
intelligence and communication style 
and recognise the strategic necessity for 
a pragmatic approach to government – 
especially in the contemporary poll-driven 
climate – perhaps the only sort of climate-
change that really seems to matter.

Linda Scott of Surry Hills Branch 
My first thoughts when the election 

was called centred on the historic 
opportunity to elect Australia’s first 
female Prime Minister, Julia Gillard. 
Julia has a keen mind, evidenced by her 
career prior to Parliament. This has only 

been accentuated by her election, with 
her capacity for hard work, resulting 
in massive investment in Australia’s 
education system, and significant reforms 
to make Australia’s laws regulating work 
fairer. 

One particular example sticks with 
me. Her work as Industrial Relations 
Minister has led to a truly historic equal 
pay claim for women in the community 
services and health sector. This claim, 
if successful, will set a benchmark 
for equal pay cases nationally, and 
will be a great victory for women. In 
contrast to Abbott – whose divisive 
policies take us straight back to 
the Howard era – Julia Gillard is 
an outstanding individual, and I 
hope Australians vote to create history 
by electing her this August. S

NiCholaS MCCalluM

High above Sydney’s CBD, on level 
48 of the MLC Centre, the Minister for 
Small Business, Dr Craig Emerson, 
attended a forum for local hopefuls 
and budding entrepreneurs, which 
was hosted by local member, Tanya 
Plibersek. Representatives of various 
government departments such as 
AusIndustry, an initiative established 
to support fledgling business projects 
with research and developments, were 
also in attendance.

The meeting served as much as an 
information session for the city’s small 
businesses as it did an opportunity to 
spruik some of the tax changes that both 
the Rudd and Gillard governments are 
implementing.   

Typically, the Liberal party has 
been viewed as more friendly to 
small business than Labor, but the 
current government is in the process of 
addressing its position. “The modern 
Labor party is very much in support of 
small business,” Dr Emerson said. 

As well as the cut in the company tax 
rate, businesses that have less than $2 
million a year turnover will have access 
to new tax-breaks and deductions which 
come into play at the start of the 2012 
financial year. Another change will mean 
that businesses are able to claim on any 
number of individual items valued up 
to $5,000 within the year of purchase. 

It is commonly stated that small 
businesses in Australia make up the 
engine room of the nation’s economy. 
And according to Dr Emerson, Australia’s 
economic engine has fired on more 
cylinders during the Global Financial 
Crisis (GFC), going into overdrive. 

“Our view is that small businesses 
have been the unsung heroes of the 
downturn,” the minister said, adding 
that those that did not burn out should 
see smooth roads ahead. “There are real 
grounds for optimism.”

While the Australian economy 
remains the envy of the world, Dr 
Emerson believes that “small businesses 
are still doing it pretty tough”. Even with 
government grants and tax breaks, King 
and Queen Customers are only interested 

if there are savings for them.
“We’ve had autumn sales, May sales, 

June sales, End of Financial Year sales, 
July sales,” the minister said. “People 
are still looking for a discount.”

One government project that will 
provide valuable opportunities to small 
businesses is the National Broadband 
Network, which the Minister described 
as “empowering technology” that will 
open the smallest businesses to Australia 
and the enormous global market. 

“The future of small business is 
online,” Dr Emerson stated, adding 
that the internet was full of financial 
pitfalls as well as positives. “It’s going 
to be tough [for small business] because 
they’ll be competing with people all over 
the world,” he said.

One Australian success story is 
the online bookstore Booktopia 
which ranked 77th in Business Review 
Weekly’s 2009 list of the nation’s fastest 
growing companies. Its competition is 
the American online giant, Amazon. 
Booktopia has consecutively been one 
of Hitwise’s top ten visited sites for its 
industry since 2005.   S

the inner City is 
off and running 
The 21st of August is the day when 
we will choose the direction in 
which Australia is to go for the next 
three years. One of the issues which 
will be a deciding factor for many 
people is refugees. For this reason it 
is important to know the facts and 
not the crap that’s been spread by 
shock jocks, and, shamefully, Tony 
and Julia. David Koch from Sunrise, a 
commercial TV journalist for a tabloid 
TV program, writing on his blog wrote:                                                                                                                        
“Here are some facts we should 
keep in the back of our minds when 
we’re thinking and talking about 
asylum seekers." The UNHCR, 
who handles the processing 
of refugees worldwide, reports 
that only 0.5% of global asylum 
applications are made to Australia. 

•	 Australia is ranked 47th in the 
world for taking in refugees. 
The top countries are Pakistan, 
Iran, Syria, and Germany. 

•	 We’re ranked 91st in relation to 
the nation’s wealth… those which 
can afford to take in refugees.

•	 Australia has an annual 
immigration program of 
200,000, but takes less than 
4000 asylum seekers. 

•	 90% of ‘boat people’ are eventually 
found to be legitimate asylum 
seekers, fleeing persecution 
and death in their home 
country. This is who Abbott 
wants to just ‘turn around’. 

•	 In 2009, South Africa took in 
222,324 asylum seekers. France 
took 42,118. Australia took 3,441. 

•	 But we did resettle 11,080 
refugees from overseas. 

•	 Australia was one of the first 
nations in the world to sign the 
Usher’s convention for Refugees, 
which agrees to accept asylum 
seekers without refusal.

•	 Australia has an army deployed 
in Iraq but is refusing to 
recognise the refugee status 
of Iraqi asylum seekers.

•	 97% of illegal immigrants arrive 
in Australia through airports on 
a tourist visa and then overstay.

While the pictures of illegal boats 
arriving look dramatic, the vast 
majority of queue jumpers come 
in on a plane through our airports. 
In fact, illegal arrivals are more 
likely to be living next door to you. 
If anything, I would rather my tax 
money be used to catch these people 
than the millions spent on a few 
arriving on a leaky boat. That’s not 
to say we don’t try and stop the 
boats. We need to hit the operations 
of the people smugglers before their 
cargo get on the boats in the first 
place. Let’s hope Julia and Tony read 
and take note of David’s blog! 

 
 
Price on carbon
As I write, Fast News has just received 
an email from GetUp! which says 
“Federal Cabinet has agreed to a 
climate-change policy based on a 
series of measures – including a 
commitment to set an interim carbon 
price ... to reduce carbon emissions 
over the next two years” (Australian 
Financial Review, 15 July 2010). Then 
it urges readers to contact their Labor 

MPs  to ask the Federal Government 
to do the right thing for the greatest 
moral crisis that confronts the nation.

 
 
housing NSW up 
to its old tricks?
Clover Moore, in her recent weekly 
email, says that Housing NSW is 
about to flog off 20 Millers Point 
homes. She goes on to point out 
that social housing in the inner city 
allows tenants to live close to health 
and welfare support services and 
good employment opportunities. If 
we are not careful those of us who 
staff the shops, factories, and work 
in pubs in Sydney will have to move 
west, north, or south, for affordable 
housing then travel a long way to 
work, and for that we will need 
good public transport. Housing NSW 
probably hasn’t thought about it.

 
 
the berkeley is over?
After transferring the gaming to its 
other pub, the Gaelic Club in Surry 
Hills, there was some hope that the 
Berkeley Hotel would survive with 
no gaming. Now it’s up for auction. 
Let’s hope this great old building 
is at least preserved and that it 
doesn’t become a block of flats. 

 
 
Wrap with love 
founder dies 
Sadly, the founder of “Wrap with 
Love” (based for years in Alexandria), 
Sonia Gidley King, has passed away. 
She knitted her first square in 1992, 
then went on to start Wrap with Love, 
the group which encourages people 
to knit or crochet rugs for people in 
third world countries. Let’s support 
this work in memory of a fine woman. 
You can get the details off the Net 
by googling “Wrap with Love”.

 
 
Vale betty Christie
Family and friends farewelled Betty 
Christie at St Stephen’s Church, 
Newtown, on June 16.  Betty passed 
away peacefully (and suddenly) at 
home on June 9. Betty had been a 
resident of Burren Street, Erskineville, 
since 1983 and was well known in 
the area. After a career spanning 43 
years in the travel industry, Betty 
retired three years ago and since then 
had been a familiar figure often seen 
walking with her dog, Gus. She was 
active in local issues, adding her 
energy and support to initiatives close 
to her heart. Betty will be missed by 
the many neighbours she supported 
and the local village businesses, none 
more than those at the Bakerman Café 
where she enjoyed a daily coffee.

 
 
NSW juvenile justice 
institutions in crisis
Graham West, former Juvenile 
Justice Minister, resigned from the 
ministry because of his frustration 
over government inaction over the 
high number of young Aboriginal 
people in juvenile justice institutions 
in NSW. He will take part, with others, 
in a Public Forum within Waterloo 
at 6pm on Friday the September 
24. Other members of the panel 
are yet to be decided. We will have 
more information next month.

  Have You Heard? 

the faSt NeWS
 WITH TREVOR DAVIES

Labor Party members speak out 

Small businesses the 
unsung heroes of GFC

Linda Scott (inset) and Peter Bansell   Photo: Supplied
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RebeCCa leMay

BROADWAY: A group of protestors from 
the Sydney Stop the War Coalition 
(STWC) gathered outside the offices 
of local Labor MP Tanya Plibersek 
on Thursday July 15, to give her 
a “wake-up call on the war”. The 
group held a stall and were collecting 
signatures on giant petitions, calling 
on Prime Minister Julia Gillard to 
remove the troops from Afghanistan. 

Spokesperson for the STWC, Marlene 
Obeid, said they were seeking to 
demonstrate the veracity of the June 
21 Essential Poll which found that 61 
per cent of Australians want troops 
withdrawn from Afghanistan. “A 
majority do not agree with this war. 
We do not have any confidence in the 
Australia-US alliance, which is, after all 
a war alliance. It is helping prop up the 
corrupt Hamid Kazai government, and 
thereby preventing a political resolution 
to the civil strife in the country,” 
she said. 

So far, 17 Australian soldiers, 2000 
US-NATO troops and an unknown 
number of Afghanis and Pakistanis 
have lost their lives in the conflict. The 
year has also seen increasing troop 
casualties, with 102 deaths in June 
alone – the deadliest month on record. 

Despite the escalation, Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard reaffirmed Labor’s 

commitment to the war in Afghanistan 
in a column in the Sydney Morning 
Herald, saying that Afghanistan is a safe 
haven for terrorists. This is despite the 
fact that, General Stanley McChrystal, 
the US’s former top commander, last 
year said he saw no signs of a major 
al-Qaeda presence in Afghanistan.

After the deaths of two Australian 
soldiers last month, Greens Senator Bob 
Brown, reiterated his party’s opposition 

to the war and called for the major 
parties to open a parliamentary debate 
on Australia’s involvement. “We owe 
that to our troops,” he said. 

This  year  wi l l  mark the  9 th 
anniversary of Australia’s involvement 
in Afghanistan – now the longest 
running war Australia has been engaged 
in. The STWC will hold another event 
on Friday October 8 in front of Town 
Hall Station at 5.30pm.   S

SSh

KINGS CROSS: Garden Games, a weekly 
community initiative providing 
popular board games for the public to 
play, will present a cheque for $1500 
to three local charities supporting the 
homeless at 11am on Saturday July 31 
at Fitzroy Gardens.

Almost every Saturday since 2006, 
Garden Games has provided a place 
for people to play all their favourite 
board games with friends, family and 
other passers-by, at the Kings Cross 
Farmers Markets.

Founder and Chief Game-Boy 
Christian Carter said this donation is 
an opportunity to pass on the proceeds 
raised by all of its regular and new 
board game players. “I have always 

wanted to give something back to the 
community, especially the marginalised 
in Kings Cross. To be able to do this by 
playing games means everyone wins,” 
he said.

Garden Games has been granted 
support from the City of Sydney Council 
for the past two years, and is auspiced 
by the Kings Cross Partnership. Having 
the support of the local community 
allows Garden Games to give more 
back to the good work of St Canice’s 
Food Kitchen, The Wayside Chapel and 
St John’s Rough Edges.

“A good life is one that has room not 
just for all that comes with hard work, 
but one that has made time for play, 
rest, learning, community and health. 
To provide games in our local park is a 
major contribution toward the goodness 
and health of the community,” the 

Wayside Chapel’s Graham Long said.
Garden Games is entirely run by 

volunteers who teach and play games 
including Chess, Backgammon, Connect 
Four, Guess Who, Dominoes, Checkers 
and more.

Christian is looking forward to 
handing over this donation, which 
comprises the past 10 months of player’s 
contributions.

“I’d invite everyone and anyone to 
come along to the cheque presentation 
on the 31st, but more importantly to 
continue visiting Garden Games so we 
can provide ongoing support to local 
charities,” he said.   S

For further information please contact: 

Christian Carter on 0411 281 132  

or play@gardengames.com.au  

Visit: www.gardengames.com.au

Anti-war activists target  
Tanya Plibersek

Everybody wins at Garden Games 

Metrobus expansion across Sydney 

The NSW Government will expand the Metrobus 
network across Sydney, with the number of routes 
increasing from five to 13 and the first new 
service starting in less than three weeks. 

Eight additional Metrobus routes will be rolled out over 
the coming 12 months, providing 400,000 additional 
bus passenger spaces a week for commuters. 

The expanded network will reach:

•	Parramatta, Bankstown and Liverpool in the west; 

•	Hurstville and the Sutherland Shire in the south;

•	Hornsby in the north; and

•	Castle Hill and Baulkham Hills in the north west. 

The new Metrobus routes are in addition to the 
four routes already benefiting local residents: 

•	The Metrobus 10 which runs from Maroubra, up the 
eastern edge of the Heffron electorate, to the City 
and on to Sydney University and the Inner West;

•	The Metrobus 20 which runs from Mascot, 
through Alexandria, Waterloo and Redfern to 
the City and on to Gore Hill in the north;

•	The Metrobus 30 which runs from Sydenham station 
through Newtown to the City and on to Mosman; and

•	The Metrobus 40 which runs from Chatswood 
to Bondi Junction via the City. 

The fifth of the already announced routes, 
Metrobus 50, is due to start in October and will 
travel from Randwick to Drummoyne via the City.

The distinctive red Metrobuses run seven days a week, 
with frequencies of 10 minutes during peak weekday 
periods, 15 minutes during the weekday off-peak, and 
20 minutes during the evening and on weekends.

For more information on Metrobus services visit 
www.sydneybuses.info/metrobus.htm

Kristina 
Keneally MP
MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON

ADVERTISEMENT

Kristina Keneally MP 
Member for Heffron 
Shop 117, 747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
Phone: (02) 9699 8166 Fax: (02) 9699 8222
Email: kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

 

Anti-war protest   Photo: Ali Blogg

Anyone for Chess?   Photo: Supplied
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Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

PePsee
C U T  &  CO L O U R  H A I R S A L O N

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available

276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008

Mobile: 0403 110 832

262 Abercrombie St, DArlington
Ph: 9698 8677   oPen 7 DAyS
mon-Fri 7Am-5Pm    SAt-Sun 8Am-4Pm

triPoD cAFetriPoD cAFe

Sydney Central  
Panel BeaterS

lic. no.: 18843
 

154-156 regent St, redfern
Ph: 9319 6044
Fax: 9319 2223

sydneycentralpanelbeat@smartchat.net.au

Insurance - Private - Fleet work
Fleet Card accepted

Courtesy cars – all work guaranteed

Assure 
Psychology

Urban natUre wellbeing centre 

216 enmore rd (cnr edgeware rd) 

enmore nsw 2042

Caring, confidential psychological services 

to help you deal with life’s difficulties

Bulk billing available on referral from GP

Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808  

or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

Kate WilliaMSoN

CAMPERDOWN: On July 2, NSW Deputy 
Premier and Minister for Health 
Carmel Tebbutt, and Federal Member 
for Sydney Tanya Plibersek, visited 
the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital to 
announce funding of $2.4 million for 
eight new hospitals.  

Ms  Tebbu t t  r e f e r red  t o  t h e 
Commonwealth and NSW Governments’ 
health reform agreement signed earlier 
in the year that provided an additional 
$1.2 billion for State health services over 
the next four years.  

The eight new beds will operate 
across a range of medical specialities, 
however Ms Tebbutt said the greatest 
benefit  wil l  be seen within the 

emergency department with decreased 
waiting times.  

Ms Tebbutt confirmed that the 
hospital is also committed to recruiting 
nine full-time nursing staff.  

Ms Plibersek said: “The funding 
announcement added to $900,000 
provided to the RPA Hospital by the 

Commonwealth Government to reduce 
elective surgery waiting lists through the 
provision of new surgical equipment. 
This is a positive outcome from the 
health reform agreement and shows 
the benefit of the State and Federal 
Governments working together to 
improve NSW hospitals.”   S

SSh

South Sydney Youth Services (SSYS) 
is calling for expressions of interest 
to fill the role of Chair to the Board. 
The voluntary position facilitates the 
important task of leading the 12-person 
strong board and providing vision and 
a connection to the local community. 

Outgoing chair, Sonya Potter, said that 
assuming this role for the last two-and-
a-half years had been a great privilege. 
She took the position on in 2008 after 
seven years as a general member of the 
Board. She is leaving the role because of 
family commitments but will remain as 
a general member.

Ms Potter said: “The work of the 
Service takes a holistic approach, which 

means that the services are responsive 
and creative and the rewards in outcomes 
for their clients are visible. There is a great 
team of people, which live up to their 
promise and ‘walk the talk’.” According to 
Ms Potter, the proof of success is in seeing 
young people, particularly Aboriginal 
young people, feeling at home and safe 
when they spend time at the Service and 
receive assistance from the staff. 

Ms Potter will mentor the new Chair 
over six months to help show the 
uniqueness of the role, the on-going work 
performed by the Service and its culture. 
After a change-over period, she will step 
down as the Chair of the Board. 

SSYS is looking for someone who 
lives within the South Sydney region 
and who appreciates the area’s social 
and cultural heritage. 

The candidate would need to show a 
strong community history with an interest 
and understanding of issues facing youth, 
children and families. Ms Potter said that 
an Aboriginal person with an existing 
leadership profile within the community 
would be of immense value to the Service. 
She said: “The current Board has a good 
grounding in business skills and is doing 
a great job within the sub-committees. 
It is important that the new Chair can 
bring a strong socio-cultural perspective.” 
A background in community work would 
also be desirable.   S

Candidates for the position of Chairperson 

for South Sydney Youth Services should 

apply to sonyapotter@three.com.au 

JaNe baRtoN

Surry Hills resident Fiona Christian 
is high in the clouds of East Timor. 
She is living and working with 
her colleague, Anne McKenzie, 
in the tiny mountain village of 
Hatu Bulico. Arriving in Hatu 
Balico feels like an achievement. 
Although it is only 130km from 
the capital, Dili, the last winding 
18km have taken an incredible 
two-and-a-half hours with an average 
speed of barely 10km per hour. 

At the invitation of the local 
community, Fiona and Anne are living 
and working in the village, teaching 
English and working on ways to 
increase visitor numbers to the village. 
In consultation with locals, they are 
mapping walks and developing a 
guide for the area. This will be posted 
on the internet and made available 
as a free walking guide. Their shared 
class room is a few metres away in 
one of the other rooms of the disused 
police station where they have also 
been living for the last few months. 

Located at the base of Mt 
Ramelau (2963mts), the highest 
peak in Timor-Leste, Hatu Bulico 
is accessible only by road and on 
occasion in the wet season, only by 
foot. There are no fixed line phones 
or internet access. Mobile service 
is sporadic, thanks to a few Timor 
Telecom towers dotted throughout 
a country about a quarter the size 
of Tasmania. In a fast paced world, 
the pony speed of locals bringing 
fresh produce to the markets twice a 
week is a reminder of another time.

Fiona and Anne have come in 

response to requests from the local 
community to increase visitor numbers 
to one of East Timor’s poorest but 
most beautiful regions. Travellers 
to the district are still a curiosity. 
Winding roads pass through small 
communal settlements. Traditional 
houses and subsistence farming are 
common throughout East Timor. 
Infrastructure is poor. Roads are 
one-lane broken bitumen relics from 
the Indonesian occupation. Outside 
Dili, power is provided by generators 
that spark and splutter into life after 
dark. Water is pumped by hand, or 
in many places, still collected and 
carried home by women and children.

East Timor is our closest neighbour. 
It’s also the world’s newest democracy 
and one of the poorest countries in 
South East Asia. With its history of 
colonisation, 450 years of Portuguese 
rule, then the violent Indonesian 
invasion in 1975, new independence 
has come at huge cost. Official figures 

estimate about 200,000 people lost their 
lives during the Indonesia occupation. 
Perhaps as Indonesia’s 27 province, 
East Timor might have enjoyed the 
benefits of higher standards of living 
but East Timorese are fiercely proud 
of their nationhood attained after a 
UN sponsored referendum in 1999.

If you believe the DFAT website 
advice, East Timor is a boiling political 
cauldron, ready to spill. It’s not. Barely 
two hours flight north of Darwin, our 
closest neighbour, one of the poorest 
countries in SE Asia, is ready to open 
its arms to Australian travellers. Visitors 
can inject much needed tourist dollars 
into the limping economy. Of course, 
it depends what kind of holiday you 
want. Bali, Port Douglas, Fiji it isn’t. 
But if you fancy consciously putting 
your holiday dough somewhere where 
it counts, enjoy the challenge of 
rough travel with occasional luxury, 
the Timorese people are warm and 
welcoming of visitors.   S

New beds 
for RPA

New Chair for South Sydney Youth Services

Walking East Timor

Tanya Plibersek and Carmel Tebbutt chat with patient Betty Choy   Photo: Ali Blogg

Photo: Jane Barton
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PeteR CaNNoN

We bought our one bedroom 
workers’ cottage two-
and-a-half years ago after 

a long search and thought it would 
be an excellent investment. It was 
built in the 1880s, and forms part 
of the original Pines Estate, now 
a Heritage Conservation Area.

I have been a carpenter for over 
30 years and decided that, as a 
semi-retirement project, I would use 
my skills to build my own home. 
We chose 17 Leamington Avenue 
because of its fantastic location as 
well as the opportunity it provided to 
lovingly restore a workers’ cottage, 
in keeping with its heritage values.  

When we decided to renovate, we 
undertook all necessary due diligence, 
none of which revealed anything 
about the possible compulsory 
acquisition of the property. Nor 
did it reveal any reservation in any 
environmental planning instrument 
for future rail expansion.

We needed, as a condition of 
our development consent, the 
written approval of RailCorp for our 
renovations. This was provided by 
RailCorp without any mention of this 
proposal or any other indication that 
the property may be subject to possible 
acquisition or that our project would 

otherwise not be able to proceed. 
It took more than two years to 

obtain development consent and 
a construction certificate from the 
City of Sydney Council for a major 
renovation, costed at $400,000+. 

We acted in good faith in commencing 
the renovation work, in reliance 
on the RailCorp approval and the 
development consent/construction 
certificate issued by Council. 

We entered into a $60,000 specialist 
contract in late May to do major 
excavation, shoring up and underpinning 
works to the party walls with our two 
adjoining neighbours. We currently 
have two metre deep trenches dug in 

highly reactive clay running along the 
party walls with our neighbours.

Once we found out about the threat 
to our home, via an anonymous leaflet 
in our letterbox and a subsequent 
article in the Sydney Morning Herald, 
we had to suspend our renovations on 
the advice of our lawyer. We are still 
paying off the mortgage on our house, 

but have to live elsewhere because it’s 
currently uninhabitable. There is no 
guarantee that money spent on these 
works will be reimbursed in the event 
that our home is compulsorily acquired. 

We have also had to seek formal 
advice from a structural engineer to 
confirm what precautionary works are 
required to safeguard the integrity of our 
own home and those of our neighbours 
while we are in this state of limbo. 
These further works are significant 
and costly (again, with no guarantee 
that we will recover these funds in 
the event the property is acquired). 

Further legal advice confirms that, 
if we were to sell the house, we would 

be legally required to make disclosures 
about the Government’s Western Express 
Project and the possible compulsory 
acquisition of the property. Such 
disclosures would effectively render the 
property of little value in its current state.   

Had we known about this proposal 
before starting the work we would never 
have commenced the project.   S

MaRie PeteRSoN

Our family has been the 
owner of 55 Leamington 
Avenue, Newtown, since 

1988. We bought the house because 
it was a lovely street, we could do 
renovations on the house and it was 
very affordable. At that time it was 
a very quiet, friendly street, with 
most of the older residents having 
lived there all of their adult lives. 
Everyone knew each other and 
looked out for each other. Recently 
we decided to sell the house. It had 
been rented and so we had quite a 

lot of work to do to make it ready for 
sale. We have spent a considerable 
sum on it to prepare it for auction.

Imagine our horror when we 
found the anonymous leaflet in 
the letterbox telling us of the 
secret plans of RailCorp. As 
owners of the property, I believe 
we should have been notified of 
the proposals to maybe demolish 
all of the homes in Leamington 
Avenue and a couple in Pine and 

Holdsworth Streets. But not a word 
was told to us. We subsequently 
discovered that the plans had been 
in the pipeline since about 2005.

Of course, the news spread like 
wildfire and less and less people 
became interested in our property. 
Why would one buy a property 
which might be demolished in a 
few years and a lovely street left 
in tatters? At first several people 
were interested in buying to make 
it their family home with young 
children. Prior to the auction date, 
virtually no one was interested. 
We were forced to withdraw the 

house from the proposed auction.
We are very happy that Carmel 

Tebbutt, the local MP, has taken 
up our case with the Minister for 
Transport. She knows that the area is 
a heritage area, that it is a beautiful 
street and one that is worth saving, 
and knows how concerned the local 
residents are. Surely a solution can 
be found so that Leamington Avenue 
can be left as it is, and that it can be 
found very soon.   S

f e a t u R e S

Leamington Avenue residents make their protest   Photo: Ali Blogg

Houses on the line in Leamington Avenue

Residents of Leamington Avenue in Newtown (and others nearby) are 
anxiously waiting to hear from RailCorp whether their houses are to be 

resumed for a city relief line tunnel. Two residents tell their stories.

... an anonymous leaflet in our letterbox 
and a subsequent article in the Sydney 

Morning Herald, we had to suspend our 
renovations on the advice of our lawyer.

As owners of the property,  
I believe we should have been 

notified of the proposals...
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PeteR MaheR 

When people are suffering, 
sometimes they ask the question 
– “Why?” Why is this happening 
to me? What or who caused this 
suffering? Why has it happened 
to me and not someone else?

 
Susan Phillips, during a recent 

workshop, shared her experience 
of pain and suffering as she 
and her husband were sitting 
with their newborn child they 
were told was close to death.  

 She noted that less helpful 
responses to suffering tried to 
answer the question of suffering. 
For example, Pat Robinson, the 
self-appointed Christian conscience 
of America, noted that Hurricane 
Katrina was a punishment by God on 
the ever sinful city of New Orleans. 
For Susan and her husband, some 
people suggested she would learn 
a great deal from the death of her 
son or the pain will heal in time. 
These were not helpful for them.

These answers are known as 
theodicies. They attempt to explain 
the pain and suffering by trying to 
justify why these things happen and 
how God can make them right. But 
are they true and do they help?

There are four types of theodicy or 
images of God that attempt to answer 
the question of suffering. God is judge 
and so God will put things right by 
punishment. God is the detached 
world designer and thus what happens 
has a reason. God is the teacher 
offering wisdom by any means, even 
suffering. God makes everything 
right in heaven where God’s justice 
corrects any injustice in this world.

These images of God are dangerous, 
precisely because they contain some 
truth. It is true that God is just but 
why would God take out vengeance 
on a new born baby? God is creator 
but also a compassionate friend. God 
does teach us through journeying 
with us and feeling our suffering 
but why would God need to do this 
violently? God ultimately will put 
things right, but is that the God I 
need to hear when my baby is dying 
or my family and possessions are 
whisked away in a tidal surge that 
broke the New Orleans levees?

Is there a more compassionate 
way to address pain and suffering 
in ourselves and our loved ones 
and does the Christian tradition 
offer any practical insights? To resist 

trying to answer the question is 
a good start. Presence is the best 
gift we can offer people who are 
suffering. What the suffering person 
needs is to know they are loved 
through someone’s presence.

Presence can be done in 
conversation or prayer. Sometimes 
just to promise to think of them or 
pray for them is enough, especially 
when prayer words might be 
experienced as intrusive or glib.

Jesus responded to people in pain 
in many varied ways. For Bartimeus, 
Jesus recognised and honoured 
the pain when Bartimeus asked 
for help. After the woman with the 
haemorrhage secretly touched Jesus’ 
cloak, he searched for the one who 
couldn’t ask for help but clearly 
needed it. Maybe it’s by inviting the 
suffering person to tell their story like 
the woman at the well. These are 
ways of entering into a relationship 
with the person suffering and it is in 
relationship that people are healed 
because they know they are loved.

When words fail, it is being 
present that really speaks to the 
suffering person. Jesus asked 
his disciples to accompany him 
in his suffering, saying simply, 
“stay awake, watch and pray”.

Staying awake is being there to 
listen. Some common responses 
to suffering are to freeze, take 
flight, try to figure it out or try to 
fix it. Sometimes a held hand or 
a gentle recognition of how much 
pain there must be is all that can 
be done for the moment. The story 
will come when they are ready. 

Being watchful means to sit with 
the complexity as long as it takes. 
Praying means to be there alongside 
the one suffering – sharing the 
“space”. According to the story, the 
disciples do not say anything. They 
are in prayer by their intention, 
their physical closeness and their 
love for their suffering friend.

I am in debt to Susan Phillips, a 
sociologist and spiritual director, for 
sharing her ideas at the workshop, 
Issues of Suffering and Theodicy in 
Patient Care. Her child who nearly 
died at birth is now 20 years old. 
Her books and more information 
about being with the suffering 
can be found on her website: 
www.susansphillips.com .

 
Fr. Peter Maher is the priest of 

St Joseph’s Catholic church,  

Newtown.
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Everyday somewhere in the world 
families are torn apart without a 
second’s notice, by war, armed 
conflict and disaster. For some, as they 
run for their lives without a moment 
to look back, it is the last time they 
will be with the people they love 
most; for the fortunate ones, perhaps 
decades later, they will meet again.

August marks Missing Persons Week 
(August 1 to 7) – a reminder of the 
hundreds of thousands of people who 
are right now searching for missing 
loved ones. August 30 is another 
significant day for the world’s missing, 
International Day of the Disappeared.

Australian Red Cross’ International 
Tracing Service works to uncover the 
fate of the missing and attempts to 
reconnect families. Tracing, which 

uses Red Cross contacts and resources 
in more than 180 countries, works to 
restore links between families who have 
been ripped apart by armed conflict, 
war and disaster. Red Cross’ mandate 
of neutrality and impartiality helps 
Tracing caseworkers access information 
in even the most difficult circumstances.

We hear heartbreaking stories 
from people who have fled war-
ravaged countries, where children 
have been taken from their parents 
at gunpoint and husbands have 
disappeared on their way to work.

The distress of separation and 
the uncertainty of not knowing if 
your loved ones are even alive can 
be devastating and debilitating. 
Separated families can suffer feelings 
of grief, isolation and helplessness.

Tracing provides comfort to 
broken-hearted parents and children, 
and a flicker of hope for reunification. 

About two-thirds of our cases are 
resolved – over the past 12 months 
we re-established contact for 198 
families – though sadly the news 
is not always good. There are 
many more missing out there.

Currently we are working with 
around 1,000 people searching for 
almost 4,000 relatives scattered in 
countries all over the world. Our 
searches and our clients reflect the 
unrest and instability around the 
world, today and historically.

Among our case files in Australia over 
the past 12 months most people were 
searching for missing relatives in Sri 
Lanka, Kenya, Afghanistan, Poland and 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
Most of the inquiries we had from 
overseas concerned people searching 
for relatives who came to Australia 
as a result of WWII, from countries 
including Hungary, Croatia and Ukraine.

Betrayals and cabinet leaks. 
Repetitive polling of marginal 
seats. Candidates, it would seem, 

motivated to win at all costs, yet lacking 
the motivation to lead. Slogans in place 
of detailed policies. Pollie-graphs, blue 
and pink worms. Distractions, character 
assassinations. It’s difficult to imagine 
a more dispiriting election campaign. 
Of all the important issues we could 
and should be talking about, and taking 
action to address, none is as urgent as 

climate change. Referring the matter of a 
price on carbon emissions to a citizen’s 
forum is irresponsible and insulting. 
With neither major party offering 
credible policies to reduce Australia’s 
greenhouse gas pollution, it’s tempting 
to be cynical and apathetic. There are 
ways for us to make our voices heard, 
however. Here are just a few suggestions. 
Contact your local community-based 
climate action group (Climate Action 
Newtown, Climate Action Sydney 

Eastern Suburbs) for support to get 
active. Write to your local member and 
let him/her know that real action on 
climate change is an important issue for 
you. Join the Walk Against Warming – 
starts 12 midday, Sunday August 15 at 
Belmore Park (opposite Central Station). 
If you live in the Wentworth electorate, 
attend the Make Poverty History electoral 
forum on Friday August 13, 6-8pm, at the 
Bondi Bowling Club. Check the GetUp! 
website for news and resources. S 

editorial

Day of the Disappeared

Making our voices heard

comment

When words fail
faith

readers’ letters

Cycleways for every 
Sydneysider

What does Alan Jones propose to do 
about traffic congestion in the city, not 
just now but for the next 20 or 30 years? 
Not to mention the issues of climate 
change, peak oil and obesity. 

Phil Stubbs 
Producer, The Environment Show 

Blog: theenvironmentshow.com

One point that seems to be lost in 
the cycleway debate (‘Shock jock’s 
attack on cycleways’ SSH July 2010) 
is that this is not about people on 
bicycles vs. people in cars, nor is it 

pandering to the needs of a minority 
group of bike riders. This is about 
providing transport options for 
everyone who lives and commutes 
around Sydney – including Alan 
Jones. A comprehensive, connected 
series of cycleways offers people of 
all ages a convenient, accessible and 
safe option to travel short-to-medium 
distances by bicycle, whether to the 
shops, to school or to work. This helps 
remove cars from the road (easing 
congestion for others), improves air 
quality and promotes a fun, healthy 
lifestyle. This shift is already underway 
in Melbourne and Brisbane, where 
strong bike infrastructure is seeing a 
growing number of cycling commuters 
hitting the streets (following world-
wide trends). We need to move away 

from car-centric transport in Sydney 
in favour of a more diverse model 
(including public transport, cycling and 
pedestrian options) to combat growing 
congestion and pollution concerns for 
all Sydneysiders. This means continuing 
to invest in building the necessary 
infrastructure. As we’ve seen in cities 
all over the world and closer to home, 
“if you build it, they will come”.

Elaena Gardner 
President, BIKESydney 

a step to the Right

While Julia Gillard’s modern image is 
probably one of the reasons she remains 
high in the popularity stakes among 
women, as the “great debate” worm 
confirms, she has been rapidly moving to 

the right on many issues. Gillard is doing 
her level best to narrow the already wafer-
thin gap between the two parties. Labor 
and the Coalition have the same views 
on same-sex marriage rights; the war 
in Afghanistan; doing nothing for now 
on climate change; leaving the special 
building industry police force in place; 
supporting Israel’s attacks on Palestine; 
and scapegoating asylum seekers. As she 
said about ALP and Coalition refugee 
policy in the Leader’s Debate, “If you 
drill down we have a lot of agreement 
here ...”. This will be her undoing. As 
one angry longtime ALP member told me 
on the weekend: “Most of us are ‘boat 
people’ – from 1788.”

Pip Hinman 
Socialist Alliance candidate for Grayndler 

Newtown

Positive policing
Last night I attended a farewell for 

Mark Spinks who has retired from the 
Redfern Centrelink and is moving on to 
bigger and better things (he will remain 
as Chair of the Babana men’s group). Also 
in attendance was police commander, 
Luke Freudenstein, Mick Mundine and 
other Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
community leaders. I was impressed by 
the positive attitude and social interaction 
shown by all. It was encouraging to hear 
that the crime rate in the area has dropped 
significantly and a lot of good things are 
happening in the community. Credit 
where credit’s due – positive policing 
goes a long way.

JL 
Waterloo

cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

Everyday our caseworkers across 
Australia, with Red Cross staff around 
the world, continue the search for the 
missing. You can help support work 
reconnecting families separated by 
war, conflict or disaster by making a 

donation to Australian Red Cross.   S 

For more information visit  

www.redcross.org.au or call 1800 811 700 

Robert Tickner is Chief Executive 

Officer of Australian Red Cross.
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Dorothy Mcrae-McMahon

Chaired by Janet Carding, the 
Acting Director of the Australian 
Museum, Mr Justice Michael Kirby 
recently launched an exhibition 
of Indigenous art at the Museum. 
Selena Blakeney welcomed to the 
land those gathered for the occasion 
and then Michael Kirby began 
by asking us all to respectfully 
and thoughtfully reflect on past 
wrongs and possible future rights.

The paintings displayed came 
from the considerable collection of 
Indigenous art owned by Gordon 
and Elaine Syron, which is presently 
stored in a temporary home in 
Redfern and which includes some 
paintings by Gordon himself. 
They are looking for what they 
refer to as a permanent and public 
Keeping Place for the collection.

Michael Kirby recollected that 
both he and Gordon were born 
during the Second World War. 
When Michael was studying to 

be one of her Majesty’s judges, 
Gordon was a guest confined 
“at her Majesty’s pleasure”. He 
actually began his painting in 
that tough period of his life!

Michael Kirby had recently been 
invited by the Queen to become 
one of her “Eminent Persons’ 
Group” to advise on the future 
of the Commonwealth and was 
leaving the next day to take up that 
position. He was delighted when 
Gordon and Elaine decided to give 
him one of Gordon’s paintings to 

present to the Queen. The painting 
was displayed at the launch – an 
imaging of the 11 vessels of the First 
Fleet arriving in Sydney Harbour 
with an Aboriginal person walking 
on the water towards them.

Michael Kirby pointed to the 
profound messages in some of 
the art in the exhibition – an 
Aboriginal person surrounded by 
white people in court, Redcoats 
who are black moving towards 
white people who are running 
for their lives into the bush.

There were three categories 
of work displayed: conventional 
portraits, like that of Mum Shirl; 
paintings with “political” messages; 
and images of the Australian 
landscape with its flora and fauna.

Kirby emphasised that the time 
has come for discrimination in favour 
of Indigenous people in order to 
redress long-term imbalances. He 
suggested that part of that action 
could be the finding of an appropriate 
place, with Aboriginal curators, to 
exhibit all the work collected.

Celebrating a temporary Keeping Place

South Sydney Youth Service to establish Indigenous Art Centre 

A painting for the Queen   Photo: Ali Blogg

Kate WilliaMson

According to Djon Mundine, art 
curator, writer, Aboriginal activist 
and Indigenous Curator at the 
Campbelltown Art Centre, inner 
Sydney is desperate for a “true” art 
centre where emerging – as well 
as established – artists, and the 
public, could share in activities. 

Also mentoring, exhibitions and 
creative interaction could challenge 
the stereotypes of a jaded art 
establishment. He told the SSH: 
“I, and other art workers, try to 
get the artist to make art that is 
meaningful. I said why paint the 
rainbow serpent? Paint what is 
meaningful to you, your own story. 
Be yourself.” Inner Sydney needs 
art centres, not another museum.

This idea is about to be realised 
under the initiative of the South 
Sydney Youth Service. Camille 
Masson-Talansier is the resident 
artist at the SSYS. She has worked 
as an artist in French schools for 
nearly a decade with a special interest 
in cross-cultural contexts, including 
Gypsy and Arab groups. Echoing 
Mundine, she said: “I just saw how 

well things happened. People from 
all different generations were able to 
work within the art centres – socialise 
and make an income. They came 
to paint every day and share their 
experience with the community. It 
seemed very strange that there was 
nothing like that in inner Sydney.”

Masson-Talansier moved to 
Australia in 2007 to work in an 
art centre in far north Queensland 
before joining the South Sydney 
Youth Service’s team headed by 
Shane Brown. A social justice 
crusader, Brown is a firm believer 
in the benefits of an art centre 
to address social and cultural 
issues, especially in giving young 
people with creative interest a 
chance to produce and sell art.

Established 25 years ago out of 
Brown’s vision, the SSYS emerged 
from the inner-west community led 
by local residents concerned about 
the welfare of young people. Brown 
said: “Back then there was one 
person employed as a street worker, 
now there are 30, and the number of 
programs keeps rising. Recently, we 
have changed from being just a youth 
service to being a family service.”

Mardi Diles is the team leader of 

the “Speak Out Team”, a program 
that works with young people 
suffering from both addiction and 
mental health issues. She said that 
the idea of developing an art centre 
came from the workshops that 
Camille had been running for the 
last 12 months, many of them in 
mental health institutions to bring 
art therapy on site. Diles said: “The 
SSYS had an exhibition at the Mad 
Pride Youth Event held in February, 
which was a great success. This 
inspired us to create an art centre 
where people would create works, 
making opportunities for themselves 
and even make an income.” 

The proposed art centre will 
include art-making, workshops, 
exhibitions, mentoring programs and 
exchanges. SSYS will continue the 
“outsider art” component involving 
art for people with mental health 
problems. Masson-Talansier said: 
“This is how we started and we 
want to continue this service, which 
is important for those who are 
most of the time unaware of their 
ability to make good art. There is an 
outstanding gap at the moment.”

Staff at the SSYS are working on 
plans and funding proposals. So far, 

government bodies are responding 
favourably. The Redfern-Waterloo 
Authority (RWA) has requested 
SSYS to submit a business plan and 
proposals for two possible locations 
around North Eveleigh. The Australia 
Council’s Art Support program 
recognises the uniqueness of the 

concept and is offering mentoring 
and guidance in seeking philanthropic 
support. “They know of small-scale 
programs but nothing like what we 
are presenting,” said Diles. The SSYS 
has already engaged in community 
consultations to seek feedback and 
volunteers for a steering committee.
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Book Reviews 
by Margaret Vazey

Somewhere Down a Crazy River
Robyn Catchlove
Pan Macmillan, 2010

What a life Robyn Catchlove 
has lived! Never a dull moment! 
After a fairly normal childhood, 
and a sedate marriage in Adelaide, 
she leapt into an adventurous life in 
Cairns in her early 20s, abandoning 
the dream of 2.5 children and a 
fairly predictable future, finding her 
soul-mate, falling in love, building a 
boat, and becoming a fisherwoman. 
In a man’s world it was a tough 
call: lots of hard physical work, 
learning the skills needed to survive 
on the open sea, and also on the 
land, as she encountered all types 
of characters from the friendly, to 
the desperate and dangerous. 

Not afraid of hard work, together, 
she and her partner, trawled for 
mackerel, netted barramundi, and 
explored the coast and rivers from 
Cairns right around the Cape York 
Peninsular to Love Lagoon, south 
of Aurukun. With their faithful 
dog, they survived storms and 
cyclones, beastly mining officials 
and other mean types, huge sharks, 
poisonous sea-snakes, deadly 
jelly-fish. They befriended some 
great people among the Torres 
Strait Islanders, and the traditional 

Aboriginal people, and good sorts 
among their fellow fishers. They 
experienced wondrous environments, 
and an amazing abundance of 
animal life. They worked hard, 
and partied hard, when in port. 

With unflinching honesty, Robyn 
describes how and why the great 
love-relationship, which was at 
the heart of this adventure, failed. 
After eight extraordinary years, 
she just had to leave the scene. 

As she describes how her life 
changed, so her writing changes: 
from a pretty ‘f ’-filled, racy 
script, to a thoughtful, reflective 
style, recounting her search for 
understanding, healing, self-
respect, equanimity, and acquiring 
an important world-view.

Read this splendid autobiography 
to enjoy apt observations about 
the relationships between men 
and women, Aborigines and other 
Australians, adults and children; to 
learn more about our astonishingly 
beautiful environment; and to be 
inspired to courageously face life.

The Museum of Innocence
Orhan Pamuk
Faber and Faber, 2009

Orhan Pamuk writes about high 
society in his native land, Turkey. 
The hero of this story is Kemal, a 
young man entering his 30s. As 

the scion of a very wealthy family, 
he is expected to marry a woman 
from his own class and background, 
and, in 1975, he is about to be 
engaged to such a woman.

The author clearly knows this 
man, his class, his society, and this 
time, very well. He lucidly, and with 
careful, loving attention to detail, 
devastatingly describes the behaviour, 
thoughts and values of the very 
rich merchant class of Istanbul.

 What a picture he gives us! 
This is a world that has very strict 
divisions. The wealthy sneer at the 
lower, less wealthy classes, the idea 
of social mixing of the classes is an 
anathema. Lower classes exist to be 
exploited – in fact, everybody and 
everything exists to be exploited. 
This predatory behaviour is masked 
with good manners, charm, elegance 
and essential snobbery. It is a world 
run by men and for men. Women 
make the best of it, traditionally by 
marrying the most eligible, wealthy 
and handsome bachelor, and then 
producing heirs who will carry on the 
mores and expectations of their class.

 Within this narrow world, 
women, such as Kemal’s mother, 
may end up wise and knowing, but 
powerless to change anything in this 
system – not that such a woman 
would want to change it – it would 
be impossible, unthinkable, for her 
to step outside the class barriers.

 With great skill, the writer, 
Orhan Pamuk, Winner of the Nobel 
Prize for Literature, shows us the 
problems in a society organised 
to function on these lines, and in 
doing so, challenges us to dare 
to dream outside the square, in 
this long, sometimes tedious, but 
ultimately rewarding, book.

 » books@ssh.com.au

The Reviews
Film Review 
by Lindsay Cohen

Inception
Starring: Leonard DiCaprio, 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt
Director: Christopher Nolan
Genre: Sleep on it

There’s one sure thing when it 
comes to movies. If, at the end of 
the film, punters are complaining 
that the plot was too complicated 
and they couldn’t follow it then you 
can be almost certain that it was a 
good film (or it was a drug-fuelled 
psychedelic mind-fuck – but they 
just don’t make those anymore).

So what to make of a film that 
travels at up to four different 
speeds at the same time with 
multiple parallel plots, characters 
that play different characters 
or even look like different 
characters, and extraordinary 
special effects ranging from dying 
cities to flipping streetscapes?

Well, if ever a film invited you 
to consider your own existence 
via the nature of memories, the 
sub-conscious and dreams, then this 
is it. A number of commentators 
have tried drawing comparisons with 
Memento, the Guy Pearce film that 
went backwards. That’s true to the 
extent that the viewer is forced to 
concentrate in order to follow the 
plot developments and the way that 
multiple threads are brought together.

But it also shares similarities with a 
couple of Jim Carrey films – Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind and 
The Truman Show – in how you are 
made to question what you thought 

was real. Throw in some Wizard 
of Oz (what happens in dreams 
can have real life consequences – 
supposedly – and for once Leonardo 
DiCaprio is better than his normal 
Tin Man performances) and you 
have a recipe for some serious soul 
searching on one hand and just a 
damn good thriller on the other. 

Rating: Worth whatever 
you pay; raid the candy bar 
and stock up on everything.

 » film@ssh.com.au

Theatre Review 
by Jane Barton

CUT
Rough Drafts #7 at Wharf 4 
Sydney Theatre Company

The selected play reading of 
CUT, a script about surveillance, 
by playwright Duncan Graham at 
the STC, provided the opportunity 
to watch the inner workings of 
the rehearsal room. It was an 
enlightening experience. These 
free readings show the process 
of getting a script from page to 
stage. The directorial decisions, the 
interpretations and re-interpretations 
of characterisation, the re-writes, 
the things that work on stage and 
the things that fail are made visible 
to an audience. It’s the nuts and 
bolts of theatre making where the 
process rather than the outcome 
is emphasised. A good example of 
the ways the STC is making itself 
relevant to the local theatre scene.

 » theatre@ssh.com.au

Raoul Tackelburg
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Studio 107,  
3 Gladstone Street, 
Newtown
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Home
Drawings & paintings 
by Bethany Hough  
& Yvonne Hocothee
Curated by Hayley Megan French

The Orchard Gallery
56a Raglan St, Waterloo
Opening Sat Aug 28, 4pm
Tue-Fri 4.30-6.30pm till Oct 22
Contact: 8399 3410

Painting by Bethany Hough
Photo: Hayley Megan French

Writing the Story
A series of workshops for developing writers.
Learn how to structure a comprehensive writing project from inception to delivery.

As the making of Chicka’s Story, the book and documentary on the life of the late Aboriginal activist and 
leader, Charles “Chicka” Dixon is gathering momentum and support, the co-researchers and co-authors, 
Dr Jonathan Bogais and Rhonda Dixon-Grovenor (Chicka’s daughter) are launching a new community project.

Using the making of Chicka’s Story as an example, Jonathan takes the participants through the different 
stages involved in researching and telling an important story, and turning it into a book or a film.

Workshops are limited to 12 participants. Each event runs between 6pm and 8.30pm on the last Thursday of 
the month starting from August. Location: Redfern.

There is a selection process. Applicants need to write an introduction describing their interest in writing, 
the arts and the news, and explain how attending the workshop can help their writing career.

The Chicka Dixon Project sponsors the cost of the workshops to all selected applicants.

Endorsed by the Media, Entertainment & Arts Alliance. Contact: jonathan@thirdwaveconsulting.com.au 
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Peter WhiteheaD

For a decade now, The Actor’s 
Pulse has been operating near 
Redfern Station, where Lawson 
Street ends at Regent. The old 
building at 103 is revelling in 
a right royal renovation. The 
glass-fronted ground floor is all 
fresh paint and shiny new reception 
desk leading to The Playhouse, 
a 70-seat studio. Modern timber 
stairs lead past the first floor New 
York Theatrette to the top floor 
administration and Green Screen 
Actors Studio where I meet the 
school’s founder, Billy Milionis. 

Intense with a friendly grin, Billy 
has the nervy tics typical of a guy 
who studied acting in New York. He 
still works as an actor, but is busier 
these days supporting his young 
family by teaching the technique 
of his mentor, Sanford Meisner, 
the great American drama coach.

During the 1930s, Brooklyn-born 
Meisner worked with New York’s 
Group Theatre which adopted 
the “Method” of Konstantin 
Stanislavski, the Russian actor 
and director. During the 40s he 
developed the Meisner Technique 
from Stanislavski’s theories and in 
the 50s taught at the Actors Studio 
with Lee Strasberg. The best-known 
element of his technique is the 

Repetition exercise, developed 
to help actors forge truthful 
connections in their scenes so 
they may fulfil Meisner’s ideal of 
acting as “living truthfully under 
given imaginary circumstances”.

Confused? I was too, so Billy 
invited me to observe a Beginners’ 
Class in the New York Theatrette. 

One girl, an ebullient brunette, 
is early for the 10.30 session, she 
has travelled by bus from Kellyville, 
an hour and a half away, and 
bubbles with delight at being here 
to further her dream of learning to 
act like Meryl Streep. More arrive, 
exchanging familiar greetings before 
warming up in groups of two or three 
with the Repetition exercise. There are 
about 20 in the diverse group ranging 
from teenaged to middle-aged.

Billy enters the theatrette, saying 
“Hi” as students take seats for roll 
call and an informal chat about 
shows they have seen that week. 
A couple arriving five minutes late 
are reminded, without rancour, 
about punctuality. Billy tells about 
an ad he worked on recently when 
someone was late and he heard the 
producer swear never to work with 
that actor, or his agent, again. 

This is Billy’s teaching style, gentle 
and genuine, based on experience. 
The students hang on his cryptic 
quoting of Meisner – “That which 
hinders your task is your task.”  

When the bouncy brunette 
takes her turn to improvise, she 
surprises in raunchy lingerie 
integral to a seduction/revenge 
scenario. Others also make bold 
choices that reveal how very secure 
they feel in this environment. It 
is a beginners’ class and many of 
the impros snarl into tangles that 
Billy must call an end to. All listen 
avidly to his detailed individual 
critiques: as much can be learned by 
watching and listening as doing. 

The brutal truth is that Sydney 
suffers a plethora of acting 
schools pocketing money from 
starry-eyed hopefuls for glossing 
far-fetched dreams of fame. Billy 
is well aware of this. Off the record 
he expresses his disquiet about 
some well-known institutions. 

Many studying at The Actor’s Pulse 
are professional actors honing their 
skills not only in Meisner technique 
but also in screen acting, voice and 
accent, movement and other areas 
of professional development. No 
courses are longer than 10 weeks 
but successful students may choose 
to continue to advanced classes. 

Stanislavski declared that an actor 
must first be a good person. Billy 
Milionis knows not many of his 
students will enjoy lucrative careers 
in the entertainment industry but 
he does do his darnedest to help 
them all become better people.

Jonathan Bogais

Sexy, beautiful and sensuous 
are just some ways to describe 
Latin American dancing, and 
maybe that is the attraction for the 
30-odd dance enthusiasts who have 
braved the cold, Sydney weather 
to attend the Latin American 
Dance Academy (LADA)’s weekly 
classes. Beginners are shepherded 
to a separate room to learn the 
basic footwork, intermediates are 
made to practise intricate new 
twirls in yet another room and 
the more experienced dancers 
drop in to finesse their dance 
moves. This is just another typical 
Sunday evening at LADA ... 

LADA at Glebe was set up in June 
1996 as a not-for-profit community 

focussed organisation, committed to 
promoting authentic Latin American 
dance, music and culture. Based on 
the philosophies of the late Jose 
Prates, today, the academy is a fun, 
friendly and passionate initiative that 
teaches the dance as seen in the clubs 
and on the streets of Latin America. 

Popular for its monthly Salsa 
Café evenings, LADA at Glebe 
encourages locals to venture away 
from the safety of their TV and 
lounge rooms to meet people from 
their neighbourhood, shake a leg and 
socialise in a dance hall style party 
with a live band and DJ music. It also 
offers free salsa lessons for beginners. 

Supported by the City of Sydney 
as a joint community building 
and health promotion venture, 
all proceeds of the Salsa Café are 
donated to the Chile Earthquake 

Appeal via the International 
Humanitarian Aid Agency. 

“Our Salsa Café is a unique 
way for the residents of Glebe to 
socialise,” says Genevieve, co-founder 
and head teacher of the Academy. 
“Two years ago, we were planning 
the re-launch of the academy and 
conducted research to get the pulse 
of the people. We spoke to over 1000 
respondents and identified that Glebe 
had a growing singles community 
comprising of professionals and 
students. Dancing was the common 
denominator amongst this cross 
section of people, so we decided 
to introduce the monthly Salsa 
Café as a platform to bring these 
people together. Today, we have 
over 300 members who attend our 
classes and join us for the Salsa 
Café evenings on a regular basis.” 

“LADA at Glebe does not just 
bridge the gap between residents from 
different cultures, it also encourage 
and fosters a community spirit that 
stretches beyond the confines of the 
dance academy,” explains Godwin, 
co-founder of the academy who is 
also responsible for the promotion 
of the dance school and its events. 

“An active website, a growing 
community on facebook and word-
of-mouth publicity has translated 
into attracting people from across 
Sydney and beyond, including the 
Blue Mountains, Newcastle and 
Campbeltown,” informs Genevieve. 

21-year-old Sarka, an international 
student from the Czech Republic, 
who lives in Woolloomooloo, 
loves coming to LADA because 
it enables her to make friends and 

More than an acting school

Dance with your eyes, move with your feet

Cruise the most beautiful city harbour in Australia, 
and enjoy the relaxed and friendly company of 

your Aboriginal hosts and crew. 
Phone 02 9699 3491 www.tribalwarrior.org

Sydney HArbour’S 
AutHentiC AboriginAl 

CulturAl CruiSe

pursue her passion for dancing. 
For Andre Hobday, a composer 

from Newtown who has been part 
of the academy for the past 10 years, 
LADA is more than a dance school, 
it is a place where dancing is the 
common factor to connect with each 
other. It draws a diverse cross section 
of people who are not intimidated 
by meeting strangers, and, instead, 
enjoy interacting with each other 
because of their love for dancing. 

“Dancing with strangers erodes 
your inhibitions. Once you get 
into the groove, you let the music 
lead you and you open up to new 
people,” says Genevieve Gliev 
who has been teaching at the 
Academy for the past 14 years. 

18-year-old Holly De Havilland 
started coming to LADA when 
she was 14 and has continued to 

pursue her passion for dancing. 
Today, she is a proud teacher at 
LADA and an active advocate 
of the academy on facebook.

LADA enabled Eva Papadopoulo 
to get in touch with her feminity. 
Prates, a personal mentor of 
Eva, taught her to embrace and 
celebrate her womanhood through 
Latin American dancing. Today, 
Eva teaches new recruits to shed 
their inhibitions and dance to the 
rhythm of Latin American music. 

One, two, three, tap. One, two, 
now get ready to turn your partner, 
shouts the instructor, remember to 
maintain eye contact at all times, 
you dance with your eyes, you 
move with your feet. Make sure 
your partner understands your next 
move … This is just another Sunday 
evening at LADA in Glebe.

Underbelly actor Dan Mor and Actors Pulse Director Billy Milionis   Photo: Ali Blogg

Residents of Glebe discover new ways to socialise   Photo: Jonathan Bogais



14   N e W S August 2010

Local results. National results.
ADVERTISEMENT

Vote  1  Tanya Plibersek for Sydney
Authorised by Jill Lay 31 Bucknell St, Newtown NSW 2042. 

Tanya Plibersek MP | Labor for Sydney
PO Box 1184, Broadway NSW 2007

9379 0700 | tanya4sydney@gmail.com

Tanya and the Gillard Labor Government have been 
working hard to get results for our community:

$150 million to build the new Chris O’Brien Cancer Centre at 
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Camperdown.

$13 million to redevelop the Museum of Contemporary Art.

$1.8 million for bike paths through the Sydney electorate.

$8.2 million invested in places such as Glebe, Redfern and 
Waterloo to upgrade around 2,800 public housing homes.

$57 million invested in our schools through the Building the 
Education Revolution fund.

$3 million to support the rebuilding of the Wayside Chapel.

$2 million to help redevelop South Sydney Youth Services in 
Waterloo.

$16 million for Mission Australia to build an aged care facility 
for homeless older people in Redfern.

Providing funding and support for the Common Ground 
Project at Camperdown - helping people move from the 
street into a home of their own.

$920,000 for Headspace to support young people at risk of 
mental health and drug and alcohol problems.

$9 million under the Housing Affordability Fund to deliver 
up to 486 new homes in Glebe.

Authorised by M. Neeham, Level 9, 140 William Street, East Sydney

“As your local member, my determination to make a difference, 
my passion and commitment to getting things done is unchanged”

I am workIng hard for our local communItIes to ensure:

 More frontline mental health services particularly for young people

 More support for local small businesses to help the economy grow and create more local jobs

 Safer streets by working with local councils and police to install more CCTV cameras in street crime hot spots  

For more 

information 

please visit

www.malcolmturnbull.com.au
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WhaT is happening 
in RedfeRn-WaTeRloo?

get the latest from www.redwatch.org.au 

email RWiU@turnbulls.au.com for free email 
updates 

or call geoff on 9318 0824

advertise in the ssh
“Celebrating the lives of the diverse people of South Sydney, inviting discussion on 

issues of concern and interest, adding encouragement to possibilities for community.”

Partner with the SSH and 30,000 readers who are:
– savvy on a diverse range of issues 

– passionate about the area in which they live 
– looking to support local businesses and people

Affordable rates • Booking Sheet online • www.southsydneyherald.com.au 
adverts@ssh.com.au • 9319 1373 or 0416 048 932

Uniting Churches

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday

Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410

Welcoming people of all ages,

cultural backgrounds,  

sexual orientations and identities.  

Peace with justice, integrity 

of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church
Crn St Johns Rd

& Colbourne Ave, Glebe

Worship Sun 7 for 7.15pm

‘Colbourne Ave’ Intimate

Candlelit Concerts Thu 8pm

Steph Gesling 9518 9413

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday

Rev Ps Doug Clements 

9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St Paddington

Church Open 10am-2pm

1st and 3rd Saturdays

Worship Sunday 7.30pm

Rev. Peter Walker 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10 am Sunday

& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Ultimo University Church
Cnr Bulwara Road and  

Quarry St, Ultimo

Worship 6.30pm Sunday

Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am,  

Bible Study 5pm Sunday

Ps Graham Long 9358 6996

ssh advertising works: 
"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community. Interest 

has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Blindeman, Food distribution network, Waterloofood distribution network
home delivery of low-cost fresh fruit & vegetables

The Food Distribution Network is a not-for-profit organisation that 
delivers boxes of fresh and inexpensive fruit and vegies to older 
people, people with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDS and 
carers who live in the City of Sydney and need assistance living 
independently at home. For $9 you can have a box of 6-8kg of fruit 
and/or vegies delivered to your door each week or fortnight.  
Please  call 9699 1614 or e-mail enquiries@fdn.org.au for more 
information. These services are funded by the Home and  
Community Care programme and the AIDS Trust of Australia.

BABANA 
Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday 27 August
12-2pm PCYC, Redfern 
Contact: Mark Spinks 9243 3546

BABANA

Redfern

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway  
NSW 2007

T: 02 9379 0700  
F: 02 9379 0701

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction 
NSW 2022 

T: 02 9369 5221 
F: 02 9369 5225

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Verity Firth MP 
State Member for Balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina Keneally MP 
State Member for Heffron

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166  
F: 02 9699 8222

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Clover Moore MP 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington  
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053  
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Carmel Tebbutt MP 
State Member for Marrickville

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville  
NSW 2204

T: 02 9558 9000  
F: 02 9558 3653

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Waterloo Recycling Workshop
Workshop and market open Fridays 9am-12pm.

Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo (lower car park).
Affordable furniture and household goods.

Donations gladly received (no white goods or electrical apps).

Volunteers welcome (phone Naomi on 0407 576 098).

SATURDAY ART CLASS
South Sydney Uniting Church

(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
12-4pm Saturday August 14 & 28

More information 
phone 8399 3410.

All materials provided.
Previous & new participants welcome.

Gold coin donation. Drawing: Charlotte Dibben

The Redfern-Waterloo Lions Club presents:

THE WARATAH SPRING BALL
Dinner & Dancing (live music)

Saturday September 11, from 7pm
Redfern Town Hall

Tickets: $70/$60 concession
Contact: John 0416 048 932

Proceeds to:
The Wunanbiri Kindergarten, Alexandria

& The Garden Shelter 
A joint project of the South Sydney Uniting Church and  

Cana Communities. Providing an overnight community space  
for men who would otherwise be on the street.

Many families in our community 
are in dire need of assistance.

The 12 local St Vincent de Paul Conferences 
meet this need all year by visiting homes 

and giving all kinds of help to those in need – 
including help with essential household goods 
and assistance with utilities bills. The Society 
also distributes thousands of care parcels to 
local families and individuals as well. If you 
would like to contribute foodstuffs to these 

parcels, or clothes, kitchen-wares or toys, you 
can drop them in to your local Vinnies shop or 

at the Society's Sydney Regional Council at 
317 Cleveland St, Redfern. 

For assistance phone 9690 5600,  
Monday to Friday – 9am to 3pm.

CREATIvE WRITING GRouP
Woolpack Hotel Redfern
229 Chalmers Street, Redfern
6-8pm Aug 4 & 18
Phone 9690 1427
All welcome.
Bring along a favourite  
piece of writing and/or 
something you’ve  
written.

Wordplay

Social juStice activiSt StandS for Sydney
Denis Doherty of Glebe has been selected by the Communist 
Alliance as its candidate for the Federal seat of Sydney. 
The Alliance is also running a Senate ticket. Denis is well known 
around Glebe as the former chair of the Glebe Youth Centre and 
the Glebe Neighbourhood Centre and for his work in campaigns 
including prison reform and against overdevelopment.

Denis is best known for his long commitment to peace 
and ridding the world of nuclear weapons.

The Communist Alliance is a newly registered electoral 
alliance made up of the Communist Party of Australia, 
expatriate communist parties which have members in 
Australia and many progressive people from around Australia.

“As the Communist Alliance candidate I will be drawing 
attention to the public schools and hospitals we need 
in inner Sydney. We don’t get them because the Federal 
Government wastes $30 billion a year on military spending,” 
Denis Doherty said.

communist alliance  www.communist-alliance.org.au
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MiChael PaGe

Ouch! That hurt. That 
really hurts! It really 
hurts to be a Souths 
supporter sometimes.

We weren’t hurting four 
weeks ago when the last 
edition of the SSH came 
out. On the back of a hard 
fought victory against the 
Storm, fans were smiling.

Then the first big hurt 
– Isaac Luke damages his 
shoulder at training and is 
ruled out for up to eight games. 
Losing one player shouldn’t be 
such an issue, but Isaac has 
been the compelling force in 
this year’s team. And while 
we may cringe as he struggles 
through postgame interviews, 
Isaac expresses himself with 
absolute eloquence on the field. 
His bouncy, belligerent dashes 
have unsettled all opposition 
and been the catalyst for so 
much of Souths’ attack. John 
Lang has set him free and 
a new dimension has been 
added to his game. Rather than 
confine him with long breaks 
pedalling a sideline bicycle, 
he now takes a break from 
dummy half and pops up at 
five-eighth, centre and even 
lock at scrum base and in so 
doing launches new previously 
uncultivated lines of attack.

But the man we like to call 
“The Bible” (Isaac – for the 
Old Testament and Luke for 
the New) is gone. That hurts!

But we’re an optimistic 
bunch, us supporters. After 
all we’ve still got Slamming 

Sammy Burgess and “The 
Beast” Dave Taylor back from 
a short degree at the University 
of Origin. It’s going to be ok ...

It starts well. A game in 
our heartland and a chance 
to reminisce and embarrass 
the Roosters by outnumbering 
them at their own home 
game. A game against the 
team Souths fans refer to as 
the “Dark side” in recognition 
of the many Souths Juniors 
they have lured with the smell 
of money and cappuccino.  

It starts well. Isaac’s 
replacement, Falloon, scores 
in the first three minutes. 
We remain focussed and 
committed ... and we lose with 
three minutes to go, not just 
because of a much discussed 
penalty. But referee Robinson’s 
sixth-tackle penalty decision 
certainly doesn’t help. Players 
are gutted, as are the fans. 
Their reunion parties in Bay 38 
of the Football Stadium come 
to an abrupt and sad end.

But we are an optimistic 
bunch and we turn our heads 
to the next Friday’s clash 
against competition leaders 
Saints, fully believing we 
can win and win well.

We could blame the 
referees but winger Talanoa’s 
“Mavinesque” performance 
is seen by many as the most 
deserving of  blame. It’s not for 
lack of effort. Sammy Burgess 
is a standout. Passionate, hard 
running and hard tackling, 
there’s much to admire about 
this modest, strong-minded 
Englishman. Much is made 
of his hard-hitting tackles 

but it is his read of the game, 
his ability to anticipate and 
thwart potential attacks that 
make him exceptional. 

Souths’ version of “Where’s 
Wally?” remains in production. 
Entitled “Where’s Johnny?” 
(Sutton), it’s all about spotting 
the enigmatic five-eighth as he 
drifts in and out of the game 
amongst a myriad of red and 
green supporters all searching 
in vain for him to leap out 
and reach his potential.

But we’re tough, us Souths 
supporters! As we go to print 
there are seven games to go 
and we need to win four of 
them. Roy Asotasi has thrown 
his knee strapping away and 
is running free again, Crocker 
is back in the trenches, the 
under 20s lead the competition 
and Isaac ... will rise again.

STOP PRESS: Stirred by 
a stellar performance by 
diminutive half Chris Sandow, 
Souths came from behind 
twice to hold off the Warriors 
for a much needed win. The 
victory was marred by another 
familiar dose of hurt with 
a collarbone injury to the 
massive Dave Taylor expected 
to end his season. Nonetheless, 
Souths very timely win over 
the Warriors has lifted the 
spirit of supporters and players 
as they gear themselves for a 
tough few weeks in a very tight 
semi-final race.   S

Round 20: Rab 38 def Wars 28 

Round 19: Dra 16 def Rab 13  

Round 18: Roo 18 def Rab 14 

Round 17: Bye 

Round 16: Rab 16 def Sto 14

Eora Sports, Arts & Recreation Centre 
180 George Street, Redfern NSW 
Ph: 1300 866 761    
www.ncie.org.au 

Eora Sports, Arts and Recreation Centre 

Eora Sports, Arts & 
Recreation Centre Group Fitness at the 

Membership at the EORA ‘SARC’ includes full use of  
facilities and FREE Group Fitness classes! JOIN TODAY 

www ncie.or
Over 25 Group Fitness classes per week including Les Mills, Zumba, Boxing, Cycling and aqua*.  PLUS special classes for  Teens, Seniors and families 

*Aqua classes seasonal 

Enjoy fun fitness with 
friends at the NCIE 
‘SARC’. We offer a 
diverse range of 
group fitness 
programs delivered 
by our friendly 
qualified instructors. 

Coming in August 

Souths fans tough and optimistic 

RAVENS  
RUNNING GROUP

The Ravens meet each Saturday at 7am on the corner of Botany Road  
and Raglan Street in Waterloo. New members (and beginners) always welcome!  

Phone Adrian on 9690 1427.  (Photo: Ali Blogg)


