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new regulations for disabled
Laura Bannister

The Commonwealth Government
has introduced a basic set of access
standards for people with disabilities
as part of a 10-year National Disability
Strategy.
The Disability (Access to Premises
– Buildings) Standards 2010 (Premises
Standards) seek to provide minimum
accessibility requirements across a range
of buildings in the public sphere. The
active shift in standards has been a long
time coming, the result of findings from
the Access All Areas report by a House
of Representatives Standing Committee
released in June 2009.
Set to take effect on May 1, 2011, these
standards will apply in instances where
new work requiring building approval
is undertaken on an existing building.
The Attorney General’s office suggests
that this may involve the installation or
improvement of accessible toilets, increased
signage for vision impaired people, hotel
rooms with greater accessibility and the
installation of larger lifts and ramps.
“In most circumstances it will also be
necessary to provide an accessible path
of travel from, and including, the principal
public entrance to the new or modified part
of the building,” the office states.
Failure to comply will mean building
owners are vulnerable to complaints of
discrimination. However, this possible
threat of legal action appears to be the
only existing enforceability mechanism.
“It is intended that the Building Code
of Australia will be harmonised with
the Premises Standards,” the Attorney
General’s office attests. “Therefore,
compliance will be achieved principally
through the normal building certification
process.”
Despite the promise of greater social
inclusion, local disability activist and
wheelchair user, Arne Hanna, is skeptical
about the potential effectiveness of the
new standards, particularly in light of
the ineffectiveness of past legislation.
“For years it’s been possible for owners
to claim ‘unjustifiable hardship’ for the

Moore to come,
but neighbours
pray restraint
Daniel Walsh

Moore Theological College recently
submitted plans to the NSW Department
of Planning to construct a $50 million
library in 2011, with further expansion
to follow in the future.

Will Arne ever catch a train from Redfern? Photo: Ali Blogg

cost of making changes to their premises
in order to accommodate people with
disabilities,” says Mr Hanna. “What we
actually see is business spending large
amounts of money on renovations and,
by virtue of various arbitrary legislative
definitions of what constitutes major and
non-major structural building alteration,
being able to cry poor when it comes to
putting in a lift, for example.”
Mr Hanna says most Sydney residents

are not attuned to the continual debates
surrounding public access for those
with disabilities, partly due to the fact
that disability lobbyists are not strong
enough in number to exert pressure on
the government. “I don’t think the general
population is even aware that there are
any standards with regard to access to
the built environment,” he states. “These
are matters that generally only become
important out of necessity.”

The enforceability of the new laws and
their ability to engender more equitable
and dignified access for disabled users
remains to be seen in the coming months.
Though the government believes the
changes mark a definitive step forward,
Mr Hanna isn’t so sure. “I can pretty
much guarantee you that they won’t be
enough and I definitely won’t be holding
my breath waiting for further action from
S
the suits in Canberra.” 

Elizabeth Moore, spokesperson
for Rubicon Apartments Owners’
Corporation, Moore College’s nearest
residential neighbours, said: “We just pray
they’re not going to get through. They
haven’t addressed a number of issues and
it is going to impact on our amenity.”
Residents are furious at the lack of
public notice concerning the concept plan,
which under Part 3A of the Environmental
Planning and Assessment Act has been
tendered directly to the Department of
Planning, not the City of Sydney Council.
Ms Moore said: “We [local residents]
were not consulted on the project
concept plan … The Department told
me they weren’t required to consult with
residential and commercial neighbours.
It’s hardly a fair process.”
Since its introduction in 2005, the Part
3A assessment system has been dogged
by controversy, with some feeling the
legislation favours developers and ignores
local councils and residents. An address
by Opposition Leader Barry O’Farrell in
September 2009 promised to repeal the
statute at the next election.
Sylvia Hale, Legislative Council Greens
Member, said: “It really is disturbing the
way in which the community have been
eliminated from the planning process …
Part 3A is being used to simply bulldoze
projects through.”
A Department of Planning
spokesperson, speaking on behalf of
project planner Toby Philp, said: “The
Moore College proposal was placed
on public exhibition for a period of 30
days and this exhibition was notified
in the Sydney Morning Herald and the
Continued on pg 2
Daily Telegraph.
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Academic body needs good neighbours
Nicholas McCallum

An uneasy alliance has formed
between the residents of Darlington
and their expansive neighbour, Sydney
University. A community meeting at the
Settlement in Edward Street on April 20
confirmed the University’s intention to
build better relations.
The University’s Vice-Chancellor,
Dr Michael Spence, along with key
administrative staff, addressed the
Darlington residents. The Vice-Chancellor
opened his remarks by admitting
past faults in his institution’s lack of
communication with surrounding
suburbs. He also acknowledged that the
University had failed to act collectively
in regards to the neighbours of its
Darlington campus.
“One of the things that has come back
again and again is that the University,
quite frankly, is ashamed of not being
very good neighbours,” Dr Spence said.
“And if we are going to talk about being
an institution that has community roots
then those community roots ought to
begin with those communities around
the campus.”
But the real catalyst for the meeting
is the yet-to-be-decided future of the
North Eveleigh precinct and Sydney
University’s desire to develop and take
up residence in the currently derelict train
yards. Residents expressed their support
for the University’s plan, but only as
an alternative to possible commercial
development on the 11-hectare site.
Dr Spence understood that the
University’s attempt to build better
relations would be met with some
scepticism in light of its intentions for the
North Eveleigh site. But the VC pleaded
for new opportunities to demonstrate
genuine and long-term commitment.
He could not stress enough Sydney
University’s desire to become a better
neighbour. “You have to tell us pretty
clearly what it is we’ve done well and
what you think the University has done
poorly in relating to the local community
and what you think we could do better
and, more importantly, how we can keep
this dialogue live and ongoing.”
Attending residents were not supine
in their appraisal of the University’s
plans. Many in the area see the option
of an open and inviting campus with
green space and an increase in student
housing as a positive. But as a result of
poor relations, this is only an affirmative
when weighed against the possibility of
solely commercial and residential usage.
“I’ve had the Redfern Waterloo
Authority as a neighbour for three years
and I’d much rather the Sydney University
as neighbour,” said one woman who lives
adjacent to the Carriage Works. “And I’ve
compared their plans for the future and
your plans for the future and I can see
that [the University’s] plans see us a part
of the whole neighbourhood.”

The Vice-Chancellor addresses locals Photo: Ali Blogg

Many residents’ complaints are
nothing new, but Dr Spence understands
the sense of urgency with respect to
addressing them.
One recurring problem is with students
who commute between the University
campus and Redfern Station, en masse.
The VC admitted he was not aware that
pedestrian access and peak-time flooding
of footpaths was such an issue. Ideally,
once the redevelopment of North Eveleigh
and Redfern Station occurs it will open
a new artery for foot traffic as well as
a second point of access at the station’s
southern end. It has long been known that
the decade overdue upgrades were to be
funded by North Eveleigh’s sale.
Despite the RWA and Government
approving the plans for North Eveleigh
in mid-2008, the Global Financial Crisis,
and other factors, put the sale and
redevelopment on ice. There is suspicion
circulating that Treasury has put the
decision on hold in the hope of greater
pecuniary benefit to the Government.
This notion has been buoyed by recent
comments from the Urban Task Force
that ambiguously stated an intention
to change the demographic mix of the
Darlington area.
At a recent Labor Party meeting, Local
Member and Deputy Premier Carmel
Tebutt acknowledged her preference for
the University to develop the site, a party
insider confirmed. Though it was also
said by Ms Tebutt that such a scenario
was dependent on certain conditions
being met.
When asked what those conditions
might be Dr Spence was at a loss. He
stressed that Sydney University has done
everything it has been asked thus far. “I’m
not sure what problems the Government
would have with us because we have
almost irresponsibly said at almost every
point, ‘Tell us what we have to do; we
want the land’, and ‘Tell us what we

Moore to come, but neighbours
pray restraint
Continued from pg 1
Owners of adjoining properties were also
advised of the proposal in writing and
invited to lodge submissions.”
A major concern is that once a project
is assessed under Part 3A, it is almost
certain to be approved for development.
The Department’s Major Development
Monitor shows that in the last two years,
96 per cent of proposals assessed under
Part 3A have received approval, with just
20 projects of 444 rejected.
Both the City of Sydney Council
and the Rubicon Owners’ group made
submissions on the development. Issues
raised included the height and scale of the
proposed library, its impact on heritage
buildings, and its contribution to traffic

and parking congestion in the area.
A City of Sydney spokesperson said:
“The City feels the proposal requires
amendments to ensure the scale is fitting
with surrounding architecture … the
library would relate better to the scale of
King Street if it were reduced in height.”
Doug Marr, the Moore College Property
Development Officer said: “The plans
lodged were for a seven-storey building
and if it’s a nicely designed building, we
can justify this height. We are currently
going through the submissions made and
are adjusting our plans accordingly.”
Moore College plans to present
an amended project application to
the Department of Planning in the
S
coming weeks. 

have to do; we’ll do it.’ So it’s hard to
know what kind of problems they have
with us.”
Though only having lived in the
Darlington area for 12 months, Coudory
Street resident, Robert, tipped his hat in
favour of the University as a preferred
denizen in the former train yards.
“Personally, I would lend my support
to the University for the purchase of
North Eveleigh,” he said, whilst also

commending Dr Spence’s efforts to
redress the wounds left on the small
suburb. “I’m pretty impressed by the Vice
Chancellor’s commitment to community
engagement. It’s encouraging,” he said.
The VC was certainly aware that the
implicit pact between the neighbours and
former foes was not something that could
be taken for granted. “I hope we’re going
to be easier for everybody to deal with,”
S
he said. 

Aged care an election issue,
say Erko residents
SSH

The massive $300 wages gap
between aged care and public hospital
nurses is set to become an election
year issue with the launch of a
national advertising campaign by the
Australian Nursing Federation (ANF)
and the NSW Nurses’ Association
(NSWNA).
Ged Kearney, Federal Secretary of
the ANF and Brett Holmes, General
Secretary of the NSWNA has launched
the nurse’s $3 million election year
campaign with a call for the Rudd
Government to inject funding into the
aged care system. Ms Kearney said.
“This is a plea from the heart. Older
Australians deserve the best possible
care. If we don’t inject more money
into aged care in this budget I fear the
nurses won’t be there to care for them
in the future.”
“From 2003 to 2007 the number of
aged care residents has increased by
15,000 while the number of nurses
has actually declined by 4,000. The

ratio of staff to residents went from 5.2
in 2003 to 6.7 in 2007 – 28 per cent
increase in just four years. In the next 10
years Access Economics has projected
for it to double to 12.1 residents per
staff member. In fact in some aged care
facilities nurses are already expected to
care for up to 60 residents,” she said.
Erskineville resident and former
nurse, now an organiser with the NSW
Nurses’ Association, Holly Rebeiro, told
the SSH: “I’m hopeful that the Federal
Government is looking at health as a
key issue, but I want to see initiatives
that go beyond hospitals, because
that’s not the place the elderly should
be. They need to be able to be nursed
in their place of residence by qualified
nurses and carers and not be disoriented
by trucking back and forth to hospital
every time they need a complicated
dressing done, or an assessment of their
S
health status.” 
Last month, Holly Rebeiro handed
over postcards signed by Erskineville
residents in support of the campaign to
the Federal Member, Tanya Plibersek.

RedWater Markets
@ Redfern Park

Corner Elizabeth & Redfern Streets, Redfern
3rd Saturday of every month
(next market 15/5/10) 8am-4pm
Stallholders selling an eclectic range of handmade,
recycled, secondhand goods, plants, books, sausage sizzle.

Stall bookings/enquiries: 0434 197 527
or email redwatermarkets@live.com.au
Fundraiser for the Factory Community Centre.
Supported by City of Sydney Council.

"Come and be part of this new inner-city market
under the shady trees of beautiful Redfern Park"
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The youth of today

Learning to share
A positive outcome of the multicultural playgroup

Brendan Wong
A Multicultural Playgroup has been established
at the Alexandria Community Centre. The group
started as an offshoot of the Alexandria Park
Playgroup to meet the needs of local families
from non-English-speaking backgrounds.

has been the parents’ involvement in South
Sydney Community Aid’s activities. “We want to
use the playgroup as an entry point for finding
out from the parents who are attending, what
are the needs for those families in regards
to programs, particular training, courses we

Redfern and Alexandria Park Community

might be able to bring in,” Ms Fletcher said.

Centre, said: “We actually want to provide
for all families and what we’ve found is that
sometimes the needs of families from a range of
cultures may be different from the needs of the
mainstream. Also, in a mainstream playgroup
people who have English as a second language
are often a lot quieter within that playgroup
and often can get lost within that playgroup.”
The Multicultural Playgroup is a collaborative
scheme between the Alexandria Community
Centre and South Sydney Community Aid whose
staff worker, Huong Pham, facilitates the program

The multicultural playgroup is planning excursions
for members, such as the upcoming Morning
Tea at the [Australian] Museum. “They actually
allow us to bring our whole playgroup to the
Museum and we have one of their workers take
the playgroup through a part of the museum and
we have morning tea there,” Ms Fletcher said.
The Multicultural Playgroup is run every
Thursday 10-12pm. For more information on the
Multicultural Playgroup or the Alexandria Park
Playgroup, contact Jo Fletcher on 9319 3207.

and acts as the main connection with parents.

Multicultural playgroup Photo: Ali Blogg
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While the main playgroup and the multicultural
playgroup were held on separate days,
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Appetite Cafe

Gleebooks

82 Regent St, Redfern, ph 9699 4069

49 Glebe Point Rd, Glebe, ph 9660 2333

That’s what NUS calls
using your noodle!
Alex Fleming

On March 24, Sydney University students
gathered on the front lawns to slurp their way
towards a fairer youth allowance scheme,
indulging in the staple of struggling students –
two-minute noodles. The stunt was organised by
the National Union of Students (NUS), and was
designed to raise awareness about the real poverty
faced by young students across the country.
One by one, students filed up to the noodle station
to get their free fix, while campaign leaders barked
out the harsh realities of youth struggles over a
sound system.
The NUS claims that Youth Allowance payments
sit at 48 per cent below the poverty line, with 42 per
cent of students living on less than $200 a week.
However, in the past month the Government has
passed through legislation to hopefully improve
the situation of students, introducing reform to the
broken Youth Allowance system.
The president of the NUS, Carla Drakeford,
was relieved to finally see change after five years
of campaigning. “The foundations for a fairer

system have been created today by the Australian
Parliament, where students who most need
government support while studying will have access
to it first,” Ms Drakeford said. “We will now have a
system where students can earn more before their
payment is cut, where means testing is increased so
more low-SES students can get support and the Age
of Independence is being lowered.”
Nonetheless, Ms Drakeford acknowledged that
much work was still needed to ensure that fairness
is brought to all students that need it. “More work
needs to be done to help rural students. NUS would
like to see a commitment to review the changes that
have been made for regional and rural students to
make sure that it is a fair system which has been
implemented.”
And for Sydney Uni, this continued campaigning
meant two hours of free noodles on the beautiful
front lawns for all students, Youth Allowance or not.
The usually tranquil lawns became a hub of
activity as discussion on the Government’s legislation
swirled with the steam of fresh noodles.
One Sydney student, Andrew Stuart, was overjoyed
with the new legislation, as well as the noodles.
“Being a young student living out of home, it can

Students prepare for the noodle eat-in Photo: Ali Blogg

really feel like you’re just scraping by sometimes. It’s
difficult to work enough hours to live as well as study
full-time – it can get a bit overwhelming I guess.
“I’m trying to save to go on exchange as part of
my degree as well, and it’s just a real nightmare,
given how restricted we’ve been in our earnings.
Hopefully, that will change.”
Another student, Aaron Daniels, joked about
the choice of a noodles day to raise awareness. “I

Helping baby bunnies say ‘I love you Mum!’

FREE MOTHERS DAY
$10 GIFT VOUCHER
Bring this voucher* to your
Preloved Roots garden nursery
and pick up a gift for Mum!

All Sorts Fitness have teamed up with
Preloved Roots garden nursery, to give
families in the South Sydney community a
FREE $10 gift voucher* for Mothers Day.
Located at Sydney Corporate Park, 75–85 O’Riordan St.
Entry near Harley Davidson on the canal.
Visit www.allsortsfitness.com.au for a map.

know it’s such a cliché, but the thing is, students
do actually eat an incredible amount of two-minute
noodles … at 80 cents a packet you just can’t beat
the value.
“The fact is, there are a lot of struggling students,
and hopefully now the Government will at least let
us earn a decent living and stay on Youth Allowance
so we can free ourselves from the shackles of instant
S
noodle value.” 

Name:
Email:
Mobile:

Call 9469 5665 for info
*1 per customer, until 31 May, whilst stocks last

* Conditions apply

182-184 Bou rke Rd
Harley
Davidson

gym | swim | tennis | wellness | function | crèche

All Sorts
Gym

Preloved Roots Garden Nursery is here

75-85 O’Riordan St
Domayne
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Security in public housing blocks?
Doug Dingwall

A Sydney City Councillor has asked
the NSW Government to provide CCTV
cameras for Camperdown’s Joanna
O’Dea Court to improve security in the
public housing building.
Housing NSW has told Sydney City
Greens Councillor Irene Doutney it will
consider providing CCTV cameras for
Joanna O’Dea Court, after she requested
them for the building on behalf of its
residents. Cr Doutney said CCTV cameras
would help alleviate security problems in
the building. “I am battling with Housing
NSW to do anything with Joanna O’Dea
Court,” she said.
Drug dealing and antisocial behaviour
are common in Joanna O’Dea Court.
Residents said they often feel unsafe living
there. “You get people in there dealing
drugs and who are heavy drinkers and
they make life hell for everyone else who
lives there,” Cr Doutney said. “Some of
the residents ... are too scared to use the
lifts at night.”

Michael Reeves, a Joanna O’Dea Court
resident, said police come to the building
up to four times a week to stop antisocial
behaviour.
Cr Doutney said that one or two
residents on each floor of Joanna O’Dea
Court behave antisocially. Lynn Ryan,
a resident, said antisocial tenants often
smash building windows.
Cr Doutney has estimated that CCTV
cameras would cost around $10,000
to install.
The NSW Government announced
last February it will spend $12 million
on increased security and repairs at the
Waterloo Green public housing building.
Joanna O’Dea Court’s residents said
they have been overlooked by the State
Government.
“I can’t believe that they can’t provide
[Joanna O’Dea Court] some sort of
funding,” said Lynn Ryan.
A Housing NSW spokesperson said
there have been few reports of antisocial
behaviour this year from Joanna O’Dea
Court residents. He said local police have
recently increased patrols around Joanna

O’Dea Court after Housing NSW and
building residents requested they monitor
the building more.
Housing NSW uses police reports to
determine whether a resident’s tenancy
agreement should be terminated if they
engage in antisocial behaviour, he said.
“Where a breach [of tenancy] can be
proven [Housing NSW] will take formal
action within its jurisdiction under the
Residential Tenancies Act at the Consumer,
Tenancy and Trader Tribunal,” he said.
Joanna O’Dea Court is riddled with
cracks in hallway floors, and smashed
windows. Residents believe it has concrete
cancer, a form of building deterioration in
which concrete reinforcement rusts and
stresses surrounding concrete.
Cr Doutney has asked Housing NSW
to complete a structural report on Joanna
O’Dea Court to ensure the building
is sound.
A Housing NSW spokesperson said it
has recently carried out concrete spalling
on Joanna O’Dea Court and is completing
a property assessment to determine which
building repairs it will make next.  S

Rosebery residents in a
spin over cycleways
Doug Dingwall

Sydney City Council is ignoring a
local resident group’s requests that it
inform Rosebery businesses how many
parking spaces its planned cycleways
will take away in the area.
Graeme Grace, a spokesman for the
Rosebery Resident Action Group, said his
requests for information from Council’s
City Projects Director about the proposed
cycleways haven’t been acknowledged.
Rosebery business owners are
concerned the cycleways planned for
Dunning Avenue, Dalmeny Avenue
and Harcourt Parade could harm their
businesses. “Most people don’t know
what’s about to hit them. We’re in
limbo,” Mr Grace said. He said the

proposed cycleways will have a drastic
effect on Rosebery businesses if they take
up parking spaces.
Traffic reports lodged recently with
Sydney City Council indicate it has some
of the information that Rosebery Resident
Action Group has been requesting since
last October. A traffic report lodged at
Council by its traffic consultants, GHD,
last September, indicates it knows the
proposed Harcourt Parade cycleway will
run on the northern side of the road, and
that the Dunning Avenue cycleway will
run on the road’s east side.
“Because they’re so silent we assume
the worst, that they’ll take up one side
of the street and take away the parking
spaces,” said Mr Grace.
A City of Sydney Council spokesperson
said it is still in the early stages of

planning the proposed Rosebery
cycleways. “There is no reliable
information on parking changes
currently available,” he said. “When
a specific proposal is developed a
community engagement program will be
implemented to invite public comment.
This will include a detailed map of the
design of the new cycleways.”
He denied the proposed cycleways
could damage Rosebery businesses.
“It will provide new opportunities
and encourage bike riders to use these
businesses along their journey,” he said.
Clare Gordon, a local business owner,
said Council should consult Rosebery
residents and businesses more about the
proposed cycleways. “If the plans are not
at a stage where they can be discussed
they should just say so,” she said.  S

Tanya Plibersek MP
Member for Sydney

Making our tax
system fairer
Recently, Prime Minister Rudd and Treasuer,
Wayne Swan, released the government’s plan for
Australia’s tax system. This plan will strengthen and
broaden the economy and take important steps
towards a fairer, simpler tax system.
The big winners of the government’s tax
plan will be small business and working
Australians through investments in
superannuation.
We will ensure all Australians get a fairer share of
resource profits, and the benefits of the boom are
directed where they can make the best impact on
jobs, growth and savings. The announcement of
the new Resource Super Profit Tax would ensure
that Australians get a fair share from our valuable
mineral resources
All Australians have a stake in our mineral
wealth, so it is right that we see a fair share
of that.
The government will give small business a head
start on the cut to the company tax rate, reducing
it to 28 per cent by 2012-13. They will also benefit
from instant write-off of assets worth up to $5000.
Reducing company tax will create new jobs and
grow the economy right around the country
– to the ultimate benefit of all Australians.
The superannuation guarantee will be increased
to 12 per cent over time, and around 3.5 million
Australians will receive a new concession on their
superannuation guarantee contributions.
Over 50s with lower superannuation balances
will also be provided access to more generous
contribution caps that allow them to make catch-up
contributions to their retirement savings.
The Government’s tax plan will prepare Australia
for the big future challenges with reforms that will
invest in retirement savings, infrastructure and jobs
across the country.

For more information on the Rudd Labor
Government’s tax plan go to:
www.futuretax.gov.au
Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP, Labor Member for Sydney
150 Broadway, Broadway NSW 2007
Coloured Digger Anzac Day march in Redfern Street, Redfern Photo: Graham Pattison

T 9379 0700 F 9379 0701 | Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au
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In the University’s recently published
Green Paper, we openly acknowledge
that we should and could be doing
more with our local communities.
Better communication with our neighbours can only be of mutual
benefit. For example there may be more opportunities for our students
to undertake professional placements and internships as part of their
degrees, to support local community-based initiatives.
We are also keen to build stronger cooperation with local Indigenous
communities through groups such as the Settlement and to develop
our partnership with Tranby Aboriginal College.
We also believe the former North Eveleigh Railway yards present
a once in a lifetime opportunity for the University and the local
community. It is an ideal site for a mix of affordable housing, student
accommodation and community facilities, and we have urged the
state government to sell the site to the University, so that we can
begin its renewal. We wish to do so in close consultation with the
local community.
Michael Spence
Vice-Chancellor
Community contact details
Security and after hours: 1800 063 487 (free call) 24 hrs a day, 7 days a week
Enquiries: 9114 0523
Email: local.comunity@sydney.edu.au

The City of Sydney Library
provides a range of services
to support your child’s
reading development.
Storytimes
Storybook readings, action songs and
craft activities for growing hands and
minds. For 3 - 5 year olds.
11.00am - 11.45am, Fridays during
school terms

Rhymetimes
Body movement and songs to
introduce your baby to books and
reading. For babies and toddlers.
10.00am - 10.30am, Fridays, every
fortnight during school terms
Sessions are free, No bookings required
Waterloo Library
770 Elizabeth Street
9288 5688
cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/library

Incontinent?
You are not alone!
We care and we can help YOU!
Incontinence, due to its debilitating effects, is largely a “hidden”
condition that causes social havoc. Apparently incontinence affects
37% of Australian women and up to 13% of Australian men.
Amada-Amavic offers a wide range of Pads, Briefs and Nappies for
clients from 14 kilos upwards.
With care and attention to your specific requirements, we offer
• An initial phone call to assess which of our products may suit your needs
• 1 free “tailored to your needs” sample pack
• Discreet and prompt delivery to your door
• Follow up if required or if your specific needs change
• In most cases, with the correct management plan, you can save money
At Amada-Amavic we are proud when we see our clients DRY,
COMFORTABLE and CONFIDENT, therefore enabling them to go about
their daily routines without fear of embarrassment.
For your FREE sample pack,
please call Grace on:

9642 0504

PTY LTD
25 ROBERTS ROAD GREENACRE 2190
TEL(02) 9642 0504 FAX(02)9642 5964
gracec@amada-amavic.com.au
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Sydney’s music scene to flourish,
says Council
Rita Mu

The abolition of Place of Public
Entertainment (PoPE) licences could
create a “legal loophole” for some
entertainment venues in NSW to
increase their patron numbers, but
the positive impacts outweigh the
negative, the City of Sydney Council
told the SSH.
“The abolishment of PoPE licences
has led to an overall positive impact on
the community,” said Councillor John
McInerney. “It has led to an increase
in the number of venues, particularly
small venues, being able to provide live
entertainment. The public now have
more interesting places to choose from
and go to.”
According to a Sydney Central
magazine story published in March,
some venues were using “legal
loopholes” to increase their patron
numbers without Council approval.
Since the abolition of PoPE licences,
pubs, bars, clubs, restaurants and cafes,
with old development applications that
do not specify patron number limits, are
now able to increase numbers. According
to the Sydney Central magazine report,
residents in Potts Point had expressed

anger over an increase in numbers in
local nightclub Dragonfly (to re-open as
The Tunnel).
Cr McInerney said the Council had
“expected” the State Government to
remove the loopholes in the recent
amendment of the Liquor Act.
A committee has been formed by
the Local Government and Shires
Associations to resolve the issue of
“legal loopholes”, said Cr McInerney.
The committee is working with the
Department of Planning.
Local musician, John Wardle,
who spent six years campaigning for
the removal of PoPE licences, said
there needed to be more focus on
the positives. He said the music life
in Sydney had flourished since the
ending of the licences. “There’s some
great new opportunities happening
since the removal of the PoPE licences
– activity that was made unviable for
generations is now free to go,” he said.
“It’s remarkable and exciting.”
Noise issues and patrons coming to,
or going from, premises are managed
by the Protection of the Environment
Operations Act 1997 and the Liquor Act
2007. As a measure for fire safety, the
number of patrons allowed in a venue
is specified by the Building Code of

Australia. No more than one person
per square metre is allowed in areas of
a venue with tables, and no more than
two people per square metre in areas
without tables, according to the Code.
Cr McInerney said that, despite
legislations, there are not enough
inspectors to ensure noise levels and
patron numbers are kept in check.
“The dilemma we have at the local
government level is the Office of
Liquor, Gaming and Racing has very
few inspectors to answer resident
complaints,” he said. “What we would
like is for legislation to change so that
Council rangers are able to enforce
Liquor Licence conditions relating
to noise and disturbance issues –
which are the heart of the issues for
residential areas.”
Sam Sirianni, an owner of bar and
nightclub 202 Broadway and the
Landsdowne Hotel in Chippendale, said
venues would limit patron numbers if
they wanted to keep patrons happy.
“If you allow too many people in – it’ll
become too crowded and people will
walk away,” he said. “We like to keep
our legal limit. After all, no pub, club or
restaurant wants their customers walking
away because there are too many people
S
and they can’t get a drink.”
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Have You Heard?

THE FAST NEWS
WITH TREVOR DAVIES

Behind closed doors
Garbos working for private contractors
doing recycling for the City Council
have taken a cut in pay. It seems that,
when the contract for recycling was
transferred to another company, their
rates of pay were reduced. This decision
was made behind closed doors. Greens
Councillor Irene Doutney told Fast News:
“I am very concerned that people who
work for the City of Sydney are being
treated so poorly by the new waste
service provider. If I had any idea of
the ramifications to workers that the
change of provider would bring I would
certainly have objected to the tender at
the Committee stage. Sadly the impact on
our workers of changing providers was
something that I don’t think councillors
considered for one moment and it is
to our shame that we didn’t ask the
right questions. Tender discussions are
all confidential and pass through the
Finance Committee with such speed and
secrecy that often we don’t pick up the
obvious. I will certainly approach any
tender like this with different eyes in the
future but unfortunately that’s no help
to the garbage workers now. I support
their campaign on this matter.” We will
have more on this next month.

“Boat people” and the
inner city

Tanya Plibersek MP and soccer players Photo: Ali Blogg

Kicking goals for City’s homeless
SSH

Federal Member for Sydney and
Minister for Housing, Tanya Plibersek,
congratulated all involved in The Big
Issue Sydney Community Street Soccer
Program for a successful first year
of operation.
Minister Plibersek visited a training
session in The Rocks and met with
some of the players. “The Street
Soccer Program has successfully
involved many homeless Australians
in a program that has lifted spirits and
provided access to important support
and services,” said Ms Plibersek. “We
all know that sport provides us all with

a boost, physically and mentally, and
the Street Soccer Program follows this
philosophy, aiming to ‘use the positive
power of sport to change lives’.”
“The Rudd Government provided
$3 million in 2008 for the Community
S t re e t S o c c e r P ro g ra m f o r t h e
construction and operation of street
soccer sites across Australia. It
has made homelessness a national
priority and has committed over
$20 million for homelessness and
affordable housing programs under
the National Partnership Agreement
on Homelessness. We thank local
homelessness services such as Rotary
who turn up each week to provide
some food to the participants.”

The Big Issue CEO, Steven Persson,
said it was fantastic to have Ms
Plibersek at training.
“The heart of the Community Street
Soccer Program is the week-in week-out
training that occurs at almost 30 sites
across the country,” Mr Persson said.
“It is great to see the Minister become
an active part of our Street Soccer
community, and show her support for
a program that is changing the lives of
homeless and marginalised people in
Sydney and around the country.”
“I congratulate The Big Issue for
establishing the Street Soccer Program
in Sydney and look forward to many
more anniversaries into the future,”
S
Ms Plibersek said. 

Many Labor Party members in the inner
city and across Australia are angry with
the recent Federal Government decision
to temporarily halt processing on all
Afghan and Sri Lankan asylum seekers.
In a letter to the Prime Minister members
of Labor for Refugees state their case:
“Dear Prime Minister, Our members have
expressed extreme disappointment and
are appalled at the recent decision to
temporarily halt processing on all Afghan
and Sri Lankan asylum claims. We feel
this policy announcement is a betrayal
of ALP values, and of the ALP National
Platform. Labor Governments must
show leadership on these issues, and
actively combat the racist assumptions
that the Howard Government openly
fostered for so many years. Labor must
stand for humanity and decency and
not chase some illusory upper hand
in a ‘law and order’ style debate on
refugees which it can never win. Rather
than providing such leadership, Labor
for Refugees (NSW) feels that the Rudd
Government is now failing to tackle
these underlying perceptions and failing
to present the alternative side of the
asylum seeker debate. Fundamentally,
the Government appears to be reacting
to this extreme element in society who
are intent on attacking weak refugees
at every opportunity. Labor should not
dance to their tune. It is our experience
that Australians respond well to hearing
a humane and decent argument about
the need to look after those who are

in trouble and seek our help. The new
policy is clearly a breach of the Refugee
Convention, and the current system
of Migration law in Australia. The
announcement destroys any hope for
any individual who is an asylum seeker
from these two countries receiving a
fair refugee status determination of
their case. We call on the Government
to immediately implement the review
identified in item 146 of the Platform. We
also call on the Government to reverse
the ‘freeze’ on processing asylum claims,
and to give directions to Departmental
staff and the Tribunal to process all
applications according to law regardless
of the race or nationality of the individual
applicant.” We will have more next
month on the reaction. I don’t think
Kevin’s heard the last of this. I hope not!

Last month’s demo
on The Block
Adam Hill reports: “An assembly
of around 30 supporters, both local
and visitors, gathered at the Redfern
Community Centre to protest against
Black Deaths in Custody. A relatively
low attendance, considering the event
was publicised widely by both email
and flyers, and an oddly vacant feeling
considering what has occurred upon
this very same land of protest in
the past. Nevertheless, the numbers
gathered comprised volunteers of the
Social Alliance Group, members of the
Gamarada Healing Program and locally
based reporters and photographers.
The ever-dedicated social justice
advocate, Ray Jackson, spearheaded the
protest co-organised by fellow human
rights advocate, Raul Bassi. Typically
informative, Ray reflected upon several
of the most serious accounts of deaths of
individuals whereby Corrective Services
and or Police have been involved, the
most local of course being that of TJ
Hickey. Jackson painfully enlightened
the gatherers with graphic information
relating to the most recent victims, both
male and female. Local community
activist and representative of the Hickey
family, Bowie Hickey, reminded the
assembly of what he saw as the harsh
reality of incessant Police victimisation
and harassment and made a tearful
and emotional plea for this tragic fact
to cease. Ray Jackson continued to
remind the supporters of the seemingly
impartial attitudes of Governance since
the Hawke/Labor years in relation to
addressing Indigenous deaths in custody
sufficiently. These harrowing statistics
have arrived at a ghastly total in excess
of 400 Indigenous individuals who have
been dealt the wrath of the ‘Justice
System’ to date. As the bold print upon
the flyers fixed to the neighbourhood
telegraph poles read: ‘Who will be
next?’ Perhaps more to the point, ‘Who
S
will care?’ 

Ray Jackson addresses supporters, Redfern Community Centre Photo: Adam Hill

News

May 2010

7

ADVERTISEMENT

A lot to lose in free trade agreement
Flint Duxfield

Prescription medicines could
become 10 times more expensive if
Australia goes ahead with plans for
a trans-Pacific free trade agreement,
unions and community groups have
warned.
Negotiations around the Trans-Pacific
Partnership Agreement (TPPA), which
began in March, will also put Australia
under pressure to remove labeling on
genetically modified foods and reduce
the Government’s ability to respond to
future financial crises, critics say.
“This agreement resurrects many of
the concerns around the Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme people fought so
hard for during the US Free Trade
Agreement,” said Redfern Resident
Harvey Purse, campaigner at the
Australian Fair Trade and Investment
Network. “If we were to abolish the
price referencing scheme for instance,
prescription drugs could become three
to 10 times more expensive than they
are now.”
Trade Minister, Simon Crean, has
lauded the proposed agreement as an
“ambitious, 21st-century agreement”
that will strengthen regional economic
integration.

“The Trans-Pacific Partnership
represents a pathway toward achieving
APEC’s long-term goal of a Free Trade
Area of the Asia-Pacific,” he said in
a written statement. “Australia will
continue to push on with the core access
issues of agriculture and services.”
But Harvey Purse said Australia has
a lot to lose and very little to gain from
the negotiations. “History has shown
that, in terms of agriculture and services,
the major gains are always made in a
multilateral setting, not just a select
group in a regional setting like this.”
Mr Purse said the agreement is also
likely to include a clause permitting
US companies to sue the Australian
Government if they believe their
profits are threatened by government
legislation. “The changes we introduced
to respond to the financial crisis
would be technically illegal under the
agreement. A company could claim that
we are in breach of those obligations
and take us through the investor state
resolution process.”
Alongside Australia and the US, New
Zealand, Singapore, Chile, Brunei, Peru
and Vietnam are also parties to the
negotiations.
But it’s from the US that critics say
Australia has the most to lose.
“Kim Beazley and Simon Crean have

both said everything that was removed
from the US-Australia Free Trade
Agreement because of the negative
impacts it would have, would be back
on the table in these negotiations,”
said Paul Bastian, National President
of the Australian Manufacturing
Workers Union.
“We’ve lost around 26,000 jobs
in manufacturing since these trade
agreements begun under the Howard
Government. We see the TPPA as being
no different and probably worse than the
other bilateral agreements Australia has
already signed.”
“We’re not against trade agreements
but they should be multilateral trade
agreements underpinned by debate and
accountability. They should not abrogate
the rights of governments to legislate
and govern in the public interest.”
At present, the ability of the US to
sign trade agreements is limited due to
the need for such deals to be passed
before Congress. But this is little comfort
to Harvey Purse. “We could be making
commitments to things without getting
anything in return because we’re giving
away our negotiating position before the
US has finalised theirs,” he said.  S
The next round of negotiations for
the agreement will begin in June.

Kristina
Keneally MP
MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON

A $12 million three-year program, which
includes "concierge" style front desk staff,
on-the-ground maintenance teams, and extra
security measures, especially at night will
be trialled at six Waterloo high-rise public
housing buildings to improve safety for their
1,500 residents.
The project is modelled on similar plans run in New York
and Melbourne, which have increased tenant support,
and reduced vandalism and anti-social behaviour in public
housing high rises.
I recently announced the Waterloo Green Neighbourhood
Project along with the Housing Minister, David Borger.
The project has a three pronged approach and comprises:
`` Neighbourhood Link – where offices will be constructed
in the foyer of each building, staffed during business hours
by information and orientation employees;
`` Neighbourhood Security – where 60 additional CCTV
cameras and swipe card access will be provided at each
building. New security guards will staff the front office at
night, on weekends and on public holidays; and
`` Neighbourhood Repairs – under which a contractor,
Spotless, will perform routine building maintenance, and
offer employment and training opportunities for residents.
The Waterloo Green Neighbourhood Project will build
on the recent NSW Government success in reducing crime
in the Redfern and Waterloo area. This is about making
public housing safer for residents - particularly older people,
people living on their own, and others who need support in

Gamarada Photo: Courtesy of Ken Zulumovski

Gamarada – stronger, better
Laura Bannister

It is a Monday night, just after
7pm, and in a room to the left of the
reception desk at Redfern Community
Centre, a gathering of Indigenous men
is taking place. Among their number
are numerous guests, including
Shadow Attorney General and Shadow
Minister for Justice Greg Smith, who
is eager to support the group’s work.
Gamarada, or “comrades” in the
Gadigal language, is much more than a
free voluntary self-help program; in fact
to classify it thus would underestimate
the enormity of its influence. A
combination of Aboriginal and Eastern
methods of self-healing, it enables boys
and men to join as brothers in mutual
support of one another, as they seek to
make positive changes in their lives.
Graduate of the program, David
Leha, is perhaps its most well known
public advocate. His now frequent use
of self-reflective techniques such as
Dadirri enable him to control his energy
in a positive way. But now a younger
generation is taking its place in the
community.
Ten-year-old Muurruunyaneahl has

been attending since last year with
his dad and three cousins, and is
surprisingly perspicacious for his age.
He perceives Gamarada as a support
mechanism to keep him from antisocial
behaviour. “There are lots of people
my age who go around swearing and
drinking all the time, hurting women and
taking drugs. There are needles all over
the place and kids can just pick them
up. Gamarada can be good for young
people, because it helps them grow up to
be strong men,” says Muurruunyaneahl.
“Last week we learnt about a thing called
the heart level and that this should only
be full of positive things. We hear about
love, caring and lots of stuff.” Pausing
thoughtfully, he adds, “Gamarada is
about making me grow to be a man,
a good strong warrior, who doesn’t go
around hurting women and taking drugs.
And when I say warrior I mean another
brother who stands his ground, not just
today but for life.”
For the past two years, 15-yearold Harold has benefited immensely
from Gamarada’s healing and anger
management sessions. Not only
learning to be more self-controlled, but
also developing a confidence he never
thought he would, has kept the South

Coast-based teenager attending on a
weekly basis. “I would like to come here
for a few more years. These men, we are
brothers. We can help each other change
our ways,” says Harold. Though initially
extremely shy, Harold found after a few
weeks that Gamarada’s usual practise of
making each man share his name and
his story was a way for him to meet new
people that he may not have had the
courage to speak to. He is now hopeful
he can one day resume his job as a
mechanic, one that he was unable to
keep due to his behaviour.
The sessions, which include creative
demonstrations like tonight’s Aikido
presentation, have become an integral
part of Harold’s healing process.
“Coming here inspires me to make me
stronger. There aren’t that many really
young people, but it is really good to
come along. Just to come for one
night. Just to come for one hour. When
you are in the room with us, you’re a
S
Gamarada brother.”
For more info on Gamarada’s
program, contact Director Ken
Zulumovski on kzulumovski@piac.asn.
au or 0433 346 645. Alternatively,
visit www.gamarada.org.au

their community.
Importantly, the project will also lead to extra services – and
more jobs - and for social housing residents in community
services, trade and security for public housing residents.
Following consultation with residents, tenders will be called
for the management of the Neighbourhood Link service, the
Neighbourhood Security service and the construction of the
Neighbourhood Link offices.
All parts of the plan will become operational between July
and December 2010.
Further information regarding the Waterloo Green
Neighbourhood Project is available at
www.housing.nsw.gov.au

Kristina Keneally MP
Member for Heffron
Shop 117, 747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
Phone: (02) 9699 8166 Fax: (02) 9699 8222
Email: kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Saving community services
Georgia Flynn

St Saviour’s Anglican Church in
Young Street, Redfern, prides itself
on providing various community
groups with the opportunity to use
its church hall in Ogden Lane. At
least four community groups claim
the mailing address of 9 Ogden Lane,
Redfern, including the Food Distribution
Network, South Sydney Community
Transport, the Housing Access and Care
Program, and the Uniting Care Home
Maintenance Services.
The groups are not only united by their
use of St Saviour’s premises, but also
by their desire to provide safe housing,
reliable transport and nutritious food to
those members of the community who
are unable to seek out these basic needs
for themselves.
Both the Food Distribution Network
(FDN) and South Sydney Community
Transport (SSCT) are concerned with
those members of the local community
who are isolated as a result of age
or illness.
The FDN is targeted towards the

elderly, people with disabilities, and
people living with HIV. Its self-professed
aim is to “assist people to remain healthy
and live independently at home with the
delivery of affordable, nutritious food”. For
a box of fresh produce from Flemington
Markets, the FDN charges only $7 with
a $2 delivery fee. The FDN is funded by
the Department of Ageing, Disability
and Home Care through the Home and
Community Care program, which is
itself a joint Commonwealth, State and
Territory initiative.
The Home and Community Care
program contributes funds to SSCT.
While the FDN focuses upon improving
the quality of life within the home, SSCT
is concerned with providing transport
services. These services are divided into
two categories: group and individual
transport. The group activities include
shopping services, social outings, and an
on-going shuttle service between Redfern,
Woolloomooloo and Broadway. There
is also provision made for individual
medical appointments, social outings or
shopping trips.
The congregation of St Saviour’s, more
popularly known as Redfern Anglican

Church, is understandably proud of
their affiliation with these groups. On
its website, St Saviour’s emphasises the
importance of community connection,
observing that “the five community
organisations that operate from [its]
church hall demonstrates this connection”.
Nonetheless, there have been faint
rumours that St Saviour’s has cast its eye
on reclaiming the church hall for its own
uses. These rumours have been denied by
the church, with the community groups
being assured that that the valuation
of the Redfern Centre that sounded the
original alarm is no more than a standard
operating procedure.
According to Robert Freeman, Warden
of the Parish of South Sydney, there is
no cause for the staff and general public
to be concerned by these rumours.
“Our understanding of the Department
of Ageing, Disability, and Home Care
(DADHC) policy,” says Mr Freeman,
“is that in the event that they decide to
change the arrangements at the present
location, they would not disturb the NGOs
until a suitable alternative location was
secured for them, which could take up to
S
two or three years”.

tripod cafe
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington
Ph: 9698 8677 Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

Pepsee
CUT & COLOUR H A IRSA LON

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available
276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008
Mobile: 0403 110 832

Sydney Central Panel Beaters
Incorporated by Surry Hills Panel Beaters & Spray Painters Pty Ltd

154-156 Regent Street, Redfern
All smash work • Fleet work • Insurance work • Private work

Ph: 9319 6044
ABN: 17 003 323 617 Lic. No.: 018843

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

For Sale! Freehold Beach Island House/Properties
Commercial Potential
6 acres each, from AUD$250,000 (negotiable)
Location: Tailevu Dewasamu Rd, Dewasamu Fiji
1 hr from North Suva (3.5 hrs from Sydney)
Call Juliette (Sydney) 0401 091 489
kickboxer007@hotmail.com

Joynton Avenue rain garden Photo: Ali Blogg

Underground gardening
Tara Clifford

Dozens of new rain gardens will
be built throughout the city as part
of the City of Sydney’s plan to treat
stormwater pollution.
Rain gardens are underground
treatment systems that divert runoff from
footpaths and roadsides to garden patches
so that pollutants can be naturally
absorbed before being discharged to the
main stormwater system.
A study commissioned by the City of
Sydney identified 21,000 square metres
of space for additional rain gardens, with
the identified suburbs for developments
being Redfern, Alexandria, Darlinghurst,
Woolloomooloo and Newtown, all of
which are also experiencing city-wide
footpath improvements.

Lord Mayor Clover Moore said the
project will treat pollutants that would
otherwise end up in the Cooks River or
Sydney Harbour despite it being complex
to retrofit rain gardens in pre-existing
streetscapes. “Rain gardens are difficult
to build in highly urbanised areas but
the City of Sydney is proving it can be
done. Our rain gardens will help provide
a cleaner environment, contribute to local
sustainability, and build a stronger sense
of community.”
The City of Sydney says the sites
were chosen based on prior plans for
construction of streets and footpaths to
minimise costs and disruption, as well
as their proximity to stormwater drains.
Rain gardens have recently been built
in Buckland Street, Meagher Street and
Myrtle Street, Chippendale, and others
have been operating in Pirrama Park at

Pyrmont, along the Glebe foreshore and
at Joynton Avenue in Zetland.
The time it takes for a rain garden
to be built depends on whether it is
in a greenfield site or urban area and
information is currently being created
to help residents of these suburbs
understand their function.
The initiative is one of many water
saving and water reuse projects
undertaken across Sydney to replace
mains water use with alternative sources
and reduce discharge to the ocean.
“The City’s efforts to reuse water
and drought-proof our parks will see
hundreds of millions of litres of water
saved each year, positioning us as an
environmental leader and building on
current initiatives to plant more trees
and reduce waste going to land fill,” says
S
Ms Moore.

Assure
Psychology
306 Abercrombie St (Cnr Shepherd)
Chippendale NSW 2008

Caring, confidential psychological services
to help you deal with life’s difficulties
Bulk billing available on referral from GP
Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808
or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com
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The future of feminism
Laura Maclean

F

eminism is alive and
well but there is much,
much more to do! This
was the main message to come
out of the F Conference held on
April 10 and 11 in Sydney.

Charles “Chicka” Dixon Photo: Courtesy of the Chicka Dixon family

Vale Charles “Chicka” Dixon
Jonathan Bogais

Charles “Chicka” Dixon, or
Chicka The Fox as he was widely
known, passed away peacefully
in the afternoon of Saturday
March 20, surrounded by his
close family. He was 81.
Chicka was a Yuin man from the
South Coast of New South Wales
who grew up on the Walaga Lake
Mission where his cunning ability to
find food for his young – and often
starved – brothers and sisters won
him his nickname: “The Fox.” He
joined the workforce at the age of 14
as a fisherman, also taking jobs on
the wharves as they came available.
In 1946, while he was only
19, Chicka attended a meeting
in Sydney organised by a small
group of Aboriginal people. There,
he saw a strong man over six feet
tall, well-dressed and expressing
himself in a powerful and articulate
manner about Aboriginal struggle.
Chicka was mesmerised. He had
met Jack Patten, the man who
would become his mentor.
From this time, Chicka dedicated
his life to the plight of his people as
an activist and a leader. Half a century
later, his name is associated with
most movements and events that have
marked modern Aboriginal – and
Australian – history, including the
Foundation for Aboriginal Affairs, the
Aboriginal Legal Service, the Aboriginal
Medical Service, the 1967 Referendum,
the Tent Embassy, the Aboriginal Arts
Board, the first Aboriginal delegation
to China, the alcohol re-habilitation
centres, and many others.
He was a worker unloading asbestos
on the waterfront, where he contracted
the disease that eventually took his
life. He joined the Maritime Union in
his 20s and had to deal with tough
people, learning the skills needed

to organise actions and get results,
which he applied later in life.
He said: “Jack Patten told me never
to join a political party – I never
did. He also told me never to abuse
politicians, rather use them – I always
did and am still doing it today.”
He used to say that politicians
can’t fix our world – we are the only
ones who can fix it. On the day of his
funeral, NSW Premier, Kristina Keneally
said: “As an instrumental figure in
the 1967 Referendum, Charles Dixon
addressed an error in our Constitution.
What he successfully said to Australia
is that this Referendum was not
just an Aboriginal issue, but one of
fundamental human rights and dignity.”
Chicka was a warm, caring man
with a wicked sense of humour
and a deadly story-teller who could
recall the best of day and time.
Lefan Ruby-Jard, his grand-daughter,
said: “He had a big heart and won
people’s affection easily. He told us
to speak up for what we believe and
always look at the big picture.”
Lefan’s words are echoed by
Chicka’s old friend and fellow
activist, Gary Foley, who said:
“The Fox taught me most of what
I know. He was my mentor.”
And mentoring is what the Fox was
all about! Linda Burney MP said: “His
strength came from the importance
of truth.” Chicka’s gold was in
bringing justice for his people to make
Australia a fairer and better society.
The man who believed that we
should never be silent in the face
of injustice had been investigated
by ASIO more than 30 years ago for
alleged communist and subversive
activities. In 2010, the same man –
Charles “Chicka” Dixon – received a
State Funeral and was driven back to
La Perouse to rest near his beloved
Elsa under full police escort.
His legacy will live on with his spirit
that will continue to thrive and inspire.

Over 500 women attended the
conference to discuss feminism and
its future.
A variety of women were invited
to speak on topics such as why
feminism is relevant and where the
movement should go from here.
The conference opened with a panel
of Indigenous women who discussed
what feminism could learn from their
experience. One of the overriding
themes to come out of this panel
was the importance of community,
both to identity and in achieving
success and addressing problems,
and the importance of working
together whilst respecting difference.
In the later panel, Why is feminism
relevant?, Ann Summers raised the
still pertinent issue of equal pay.
Women continue to be paid 83 cents
to every dollar paid to men. Some
great work is being done in this area,
by the Australian Services Union and
others, but the clear message was
that despite great advances in the
past we still need further change.
Many speakers over the course
of the conference refected on where
feminism fitted into their lives and
how important it is that feminism
is not seen in isolation from other
movements for social change.
Larissa Behrendt, when
discussing what it meant to
be both a feminist and an
Indigenous woman, pointed
to the NT Intervention as an
issue cutting across both social
movements. Chally discussed

feminist legacies of ignoring particular
types of women, most notably,
disabled and non-white women.
Cate Faehrmann discussed
feminism, the environment and
sustainability and the particular
importance of developing the kinds
of community networks necessary
to fight climate change and bring
about sustainable living. Hearing
these women speak made it clear
that feminism could potentially have
most relevance when considered
in the context of the multiplicity
of our everyday experience.
Last, but not least, the conference
aimed to reignite the feminist
movement in Sydney. Groups were
offered opportunities to discuss issues
and campaigns that were important
to them. Some of the
prominent themes
were inclusion
within the
movement,

decriminalising abortion
and animal rights.
The conference showed the passion
and excitement that continues to
inform contemporary feminisms.
The main hope, coming out of
this experience is that people will
be inspired again to get involved
in the movement whether this
means joining a collective, writing
letters to your local member or
networking with like-minded people
to find new and exciting ways of
changing the world for the better.

Vale Sandy Henderson
Ross Smith

Sandy Henderson passed away
at the Sacred Heart Hospice on
March 26, 2010, after a short
battle with brain cancer. This
was one of the very few battles
Sandy was not able to win.
Sandy led a full and varied life
with the one constant being her
concern for those around her.
She was a daughter, a mother,
and a grandmother who is sorely
missed by her family. Her departure
was also a great loss for those who
were fortunate enough to have
known her. She was a true friend
and source of strength for many
people, especially those whom
society sought to marginalise.
There was a packed house for
her funeral service at Northcott
Estate on April 7 with the space
outside shoulder to shoulder. Most
Government agencies, City of Sydney
Council and Community organisations
were represented at her funeral.
The eulogies gave a rare insight into
Sandy’s passage through life from her
earlier years through midlife and her
latter years to the period leading up
to her untimely demise. The constant
thread was Sandy’s concern for those
around her and their wellbeing.
After the funeral service there
was a traditional parading of the
coffin preceded by a bagpiper past
her former home, with the street

Sandy Henderson Photo: Courtesy of Northcott Community Project

lined by some 180 mourners. This
was both a reminder of Sandy’s
cultural past and her roots, and
a tribute from the community.
The ABC showing of the
documentary Sticky Bricks on the

following Sunday was an apt mark of
respect to Sandy and the Northcott
community she was a proud part of.
Vale Sandy, you were a true
friend of your community and
will be sorely missed.
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The Uniting Church
takes its stand on
refugees
Rev. Alistair Macrae, Uniting Church National President,
visits Christmas Island.
Alistair Macrae

I

’ve just returned
from a church
leader’s delegation
to Christmas Island for
a ground level view of
how asylum seekers arriving by boat
first experience Australia.

Cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

editorial

Help for problem gamblers
SSH

The recent Australian Productivity
Commission Report shows that for
every problem gambler, there are five to
10 others who are significantly affected.
“Those who have a close relationship
with problem gamblers are often the
first to realise something is wrong,”
says Sondra Kalnins from HopeStreet’s
Inner City Gambling Counselling Service.
“Because of that they have a vital role to
play in ensuring that those gamblers get
the help they need before the situation
becomes critical.”
Partners, family and friends of
problem gamblers are being urged to
seek information and assistance from
the NSW Government’s Gambling Help
services as part of Responsible Gambling

APOLOGY
In the April issue of the SSH
we reported that the Redfern
Waterloo Authority had not
responded to our questions
in regard to the sale of
North Eveleigh.
The RWA's Community
Relations Manager had
indeed forwarded the
following responses.
Is the RWA currently
in discussions with the
University of Sydney about
the site?
The Government is aware of a
number of parties including the
University of Sydney that have
expressed an interest in this
important site.
Is there any knowledge of
when the North Eveleigh site
will be put to market?
The Government is currently
giving consideration to the sale
of North Eveleigh.
Has the Government been
waiting for the market to
recover?
These are all matters that
the Government is giving
consideration to and it will
provide further information
on this once a decision has
been made.

Awareness Week (RGAW) activities, May
17 to 22.
South Sydney Leagues Club’s Chair,
Bill Alexiou Hucker, has come on board
to support RGAW by working with
HopeStreet. The Club is welcoming
gambling counsellors into the Long
Room (above the Park Cafe in Redfern
Park) to talk to anyone concerned about
gambling. During the week problem
gambling counsellors, financial and legal
counsellors will be in the Long Room
from 2pm till 7pm each day to provide
support and practical advice to family
and friends caring about their loved
one’s gambling. Everyone is welcome
to come up and have a confidential chat.
Resources, DVDs and gambling help
contacts will be available.
The message of RGAW is simple:
(1) Educate yourself on the signs and

symptoms of problem gambling by
calling Gambling Help on 1800 858 858
or visiting www.gamblinghelp.nsw.
gov.au . The more aware you are, the
earlier you and your loved one can begin
working on the problem, the better the
outcomes are likely to be. (2) Gambling
Help is here to help you as well as the
problem gambler in your life. The impact
on friends, partners and family can often
be confusing and traumatic. Counsellors
are available by phone or live online 24
hours a day, and face-to-face in most
communities in NSW. All counselling is
free and confidential. There is also a free
legal service based at Wesley Mission in
Surry Hills that can be accessed by loved
ones as well as problem gamblers. This
service can be a practical first step in
protecting your assets and dealing with
legal troubles caused by gambling.

faith

On inter-faith relationships
SSH

Christians in the Dulwich Hill and
Marrickville area staged a 24-hour
prayer vigil over the Easter weekend to
pray for the welfare of the local Islamic
community and for its spiritual leader,
Sheikh Mansour Leghaei.
According to Ahlul Bayt News Agency
(ABNA.ir), representatives of the
Anglican, Catholic and Uniting churches
as well as members of the Indigenous and
Muslim communities joined the vigil at
the Holy Trinity Church, Dulwich Hill, on
Easter Sunday.
Dr Leghaei, a moderate Shia cleric,
is facing deportation along with his
wife and 20-year-old son. He is a key
member of the local interfaith community,
which holds dialogues across religious
divides to address common community
issues such as youth outreach and
marriage counseling.
“I’m not trying to downplay the
differences between our faiths,” said
Father Dave Smith, parish priest at Holy
Trinity Dulwich Hill, “but there are
fundamental things that unite us that
are greater than our differences, such
as our commitment to justice for this
good man.”
Despite living in Australia for 16 years,
Dr Leghaei has been denied permanent
residency due to two Adverse Security
Assessments issued by ASIO. He has never
been told the reason for the assessments

and strenuously denies that he has ever
been a threat to national security.
Prominent human rights and civil
libertarian groups, including the
International Commission of Jurists and
the NSW Council for Civil Liberties,
have raised concerns over the lack of
procedural fairness in ASIO’s treatment
of Dr Leghaei.
Dr Leghaei has lodged a last-ditch
appeal to the Immigration Minister,
Senator Chris Evans, to allow him to
remain in Australia and continue his
important work.
“We believe that everybody should
have the right to a fair trial, regardless
of their race or religion, and regardless
of whether they are citizens or not. This
in itself is an issue that should have
everyone at prayer,” Fr Dave said.
“I don’t think all religions are basically
the same (or basically anything) and my
main interest in trying to encourage
dialogue between faith communities has
always been to break down racial and
religious prejudices (of which there are
still plenty).   
“Conversely, I have tended to shun
inter-faith prayer and/or worship
meetings, as I’m not keen to dilute my
faith to try to make it fit in with somebody
else’s. Even so, I did attend an interfaith ‘Christians and Muslims praying
for Bethlehem’ meeting just before
Christmas, and I’m frankly glad that I
did.   I hadn’t intended to go at all until
my Catholic brother who was hosting

The spike in boat arrivals in Australia in
the past six months represents the tiny tip
of the massive worldwide refugee crisis.
Countries in other parts of the world are
looking askance at what they regard as
a mean-spirited Australian response to
the crisis. Compared with many other
countries we are simply not carrying our
share of the load.
My response to what I saw and heard
is mixed. The concerns consistently
expressed by the Uniting Church about
the very existence of an off-shore
detention centre were reinforced. Such
a place should not exist. Australia has
a legitimate right to manage its borders
but the policy of processing the arrivals’
bona fides at a remote offshore location
in an environment resembling a high
security prison compound is unjustifiable.
Christmas Island is a four-hour flight from
Perth and a mere 300km from Jakarta. The
Detention Centre is a compound carved
out of the tropical forest with high, razorwired fences capable of carrying 50,000
volts of electricity.
To be fair the Government is trying,
with some success, to change practices
within the facility to render it less like
a prison and more like a transition
camp. Minister Evan’s seven core
values include respect for “clients” (not
“detainees”) high on the list. The shift
is worthy if not yet consistently realised.
Just six months ago the Detention Centre
housed around 600 asylum seekers. Last
week the number approached 1800. This
escalation of arrivals is due largely to the
war in Afghanistan and the huge number
of displaced Tamils in Sri Lanka. The sheer
logistical challenges in accommodating,
feeding, clothing such a large and
culturally diverse group of people cannot
be underestimated.
Of most immediate concern are
the 90 or so young people referred to as
unaccompanied minors. These children
are 18 years and below and they have
arrived here on their own. Some carry
deep scars of painful memories, others
bear the burden of expectation of the
families and communities who have
pooled together precious resources to
send them on a journey of hope and
promise. All exist in a limbo of longing
for a visa, their passport to hope, and of
homesickness and loneliness that comes
from being separated from loved ones with
no immediate hopes of reunion. Given
that Christmas Island Detention centre
will be there for a while, at the very least
these young people and the other children
with their families should as a matter of
course be accommodated in a community
placement on the mainland.
The asylum seekers are not criminals.
Nor are they queue jumpers – where they
come from there are no queues. Nor do
they enjoy luxurious accommodation on

the event let me know that I’d been
scheduled to speak! I did wonder how
I’d feel, praying alongside people who had
a very different concept of God from me,
but then I figured I did that a lot anyway
when I turn up to Diocesan events.   

Christmas Island, far from it. The facilities
are adequate but rudimentary. It is not a
place that I would want anyone I care for
to stay. It is a liminal place where fear
and hope cohabit. It is a holding-pen
housing people who know they cannot
return (unless they are forced to by
failing security checks) but who cannot
dare to hope for too much from this
country to whose big-heartedness they
have appealed.
We heard many stories in our short stay.
Those who have arrived more recently,
especially those from countries whose
visa applications are processed relatively
quickly, are on the whole buoyant and
positive. The Department of Immigration
aims at an average of 90 days (it’s currently
110 days) to assess whether asylum seekers
meet the international criteria for refugees
– 95 per cent achieve this. Then there is a
security checking process. For the Tamils
from Sri Lanka this is taking considerably
longer and some of the people we met
had been in the Detention Centre for more
than nine months. It was disheartening
for them to see groups of people who
had arrived months later receiving visas
and leaving for the mainland, their own
prospects uncertain. We urge that more
resources be invested to expedite these
checks more quickly.
Let’s not allow this humanitarian
crisis to become once again a cheap
political plaything. There is a legitimate
place for border protection. And there
is a compelling humanitarian case for
ensuring that people fleeing persecution
and seeking safety here be treated
expeditiously and humanely.
Let’s keep campaigning for closure
of this facility as soon as possible, and
in the meantime, for the immediate
implementation of a policy that all
children and family groups be housed on
the mainland while their applications are
being processed.
Uniting Church gravely concerned
about asylum seeker decision
The Uniting Church Synod of New
South Wales and the ACT has expressed
grave concern about the decision of
the Australian Government to suspend
processing asylum applications by people
from Afghanistan and Sri Lanka. During its
2010 meeting in Sydney, the Synod said the
Government should “live out the ethical
commitment of the Australian people
to show hospitality to people fleeing
persecution as codified in the United
Nations Convention on Refugees, which
all parties support”.
The Synod – around 450 representatives
of the Uniting Church from throughout
New South Wales and the ACT – said
universally accepted principles of human
rights demanded that every human being
be treated with the dignity that was
their birthright. It said, “Australian law
recognises the rights of people to seek
asylum in this country on a case-by-case
manner rather than one based on country
of origin.”
Synod called on all political parties
and media organisations to cease fanning
the flames of xenophobia and instead
promote a national conversation that
upholds the dignity of all people, including
asylum seekers.

“One thing I am clear about, as a
Christian, is that nobody is ‘saved’
by their theology, and I have indeed
sensed the presence of the spirit of God
in some of my Islamic friends, such as
Sheikh Mansour.”
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Scenes from Me-Mel Photos: Graham Pattison

All eyes on Goat Island
Kate Williamson
Six months after the re-opening
of Goat Island to the public, the
Tribal Warrior Association hosted
a day of entertainment and cultural
celebration on Sunday April 18.
The pilot event, named Me-Mel,
attracted more than 150 people, all
eager to learn about the significance
of Goat Island to Aboriginal people.
CEO of the Tribal Warrior
Association, Shane Phillips, said:
“This cultural event is the first of
the kind for Aboriginal people on
the island and a reason to celebrate.”
According to Phillips, Me-Mel is the
traditional name for Goat Island and
can be translated as “eye” or “to look”.
Me-Mel was frequently used
by Aboriginal people. In the early
1800s, white people counted 72
bark canoes lining up on its banks as
people were gathering on the island

to discuss what was happening
in the colony, suggesting that it
was a base which held strategic
significance during the early days of
British invasion. Goat Island – as
the British called it – became
an ammunition storage area and
Aboriginal people were excluded.
Two hundred years later,
Aboriginal dancers are once again
performing on Me-Mel following
an agreement between the Tribal
Warrior Association and National
Parks & Wildlife Service. Phillips
said that this event was a pilot,
allowing the parties involved to
prepare for bigger events in the
future. Captain Cook’s Cruises
provided the access to the island on
a regular schedule during the day.
Entertainment was a mix of
both traditional and contemporary.
The day began with a smoking
ceremony by Uncle Max Eulo,
followed by dances with Tribal

Warrior performers – educating the
audience in the process with customs
that sustained life over centuries.
Ronnie Guivarva introduced a
dance depicting the kangaroo and
its importance. He said: “The meat
provided nourishment, the bones
were used for different tools or
weapon and even the sinew from the
tail was used as a natural string.”
The Black Turtles brought the
audience to the present with music
and songs evokin g today’s struggle:
“They took our land and took our
children/ Many years we lived/
Together we can make a stand.”
There is another aspect to the
significance of this event. A number
of people present said that they
would like to buy Aboriginal
artefacts from outlets run by
Aboriginal people and were unable
to do so. A woman asked: “Do
you know of an Aboriginal-owned
shop or gallery in the Rocks?”

FREE ACTING WORKSHOP!

DISCOVER THE
POWER OF YOUR
PERFORMANCE

TUE 8 JUNE @ 7pm | WED 9 JUNE @ 7pm | SAT 26 JUNE @ 10.30am | SAT 26 JUNE @ 2pm
The Power of Performance offers a dynamic and creative performance-based experience.
Find out why hundreds of people each year are truly inspired by these introductory workshops.
For more information: www.actorscentre.com.au | 02 9310 4077 | info@actorscentre.com.au
PATRON HUGH JACKMAN
CREATIVE DIRECTOR DEAN CAREY
241 DEVONSHIRE ST, SURRY HILLS
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The Reviews
Theatre Review
by Jane Barton

It begs the question, what was
the rush? It felt like writers needed
to be on the bus every day for six
months, invisible, blending in, using
the daily routine to craft a piece with
a realist eye. Hopefully, the show can
be reworked with a dramaturg in
attendance. The 428 is a worthy cause.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au

Film Review
by Lindsay Cohen

Stories from the 428
Produced by Augusta Supple
Sidetrack Theatre
Many great cities have
performances that pay homage to a
much-loved or infamous transport
route. The New York Subway, the
London Underground and Berlin’s
Line 1 are a few examples. Stories
from the 428 purports to be the
world’s first such bus-based
performance. Producer, Augusta
Supple, has achieved a remarkable
thing – pulling together 16
playwrights, 8 directors and nearly 20
actors. It’s a loving and thoughtfully
produced piece of community
theatre. The production is simple,
the acting mostly strong and the
set pieces, such as the introduction
with full cast choreographed
mime, slick and effective.
Actor Stephen Peacocke was
especially good and displayed
surprising versatility. Stories from
the 428 is the kind of theatre
Sydney desperately needs more
of. There are enough Chekov
re-runs and David Hare trilogies
around and they don’t seriously
engage with a local audience.
Pre-show, the packed house on
a steamy, uncomfortable Sunday
afternoon at Sidetrack Theatre, had
the buzz going. Familiar faces of
fulltime jobbing actors bustled in
late, making an effort to catch a show
that had sparked their imagination.
You could tell by the lateness of their
arrival, the oddness of their presence
in the humid tin shed, eastern
suburbs actors are not given to causal
trips to the Inner West. A piece of
theatre that promised to unpack
something about our Sydney identity
using the one thing we are all
affected by: crap public transport.
It’s a shame then, that the full
potential of the idea wasn’t drilled
down into and mined for all its
worth. The fragmentary nature of
the project detracted from the total,
with the sum of the parts totaling
less than the whole. Only You are
Here #1 and #2 (written by Alison
Rooke and directed by Zoe Carides)
displayed a deepened narrative.
Weak, underdone writing was
the onstage problem. Actors and
directors did a fine job with what
they had available. Writers didn’t
seem to have had enough time
to grasp the essential nature of
their brief. The conceit, that 16
writers could travel twice on a bus
route as complex as the 428 and
grasp its nuances seemed to be the
weakness. The result was a mushy
sameness about each piece.

Dr Peta Seaton Photo: Ali Blogg

Kick-Ass
Director: Matthew Vaughn
Starring: A bunch of kids
you’ve never heard of
Genre: Yet more comic
book superheroes
In an era of lazy movie making,
the comic book superhero
adaptation is the laziest. Comic
books read like movie storyboards
almost by definition, so the biggest
jobs in adapting one for the big
screen fall to the guys who do
the computer generated special
effects, and the casting agents.
Yet for every stock standard Hulk,
Spiderman or X-Men now and then
along comes a superhero adaptation
that makes you stop and take notice
and think that maybe, just maybe,
this genre has something to offer.
The Dark Knight proved that
good acting can still overcome weak
plots (Heath Ledger as the Joker)
and Kick-Ass has proven that you
don’t need expensive special effects
or to take yourself seriously.
Indeed, Kick-Ass succeeds where
most other superhero adaptations fail
because rather than having occasional
comic relief it revels in self-parody
as no other superhero adaptation has
since the original 1966 Batman film
where Batman fought off a shark
with shark repellent bat spray while
on the bat ladder hanging down from
the bat copter. It then exploded.
Even the ridiculously absurd
violence in Kick-Ass is obviously
comic. No one complains when Wile
E Coyote falls off a cliff and nor
should they bleat about the “megaviolence” of 11-year-old Hit Girl
when she chops off someone’s head.
Animated “Oomphs” and “Kapows”
may have worked for Batman in
1966 but they don’t register with
a 21st-century audience brought
up on martial arts films, Quentin
Tarantino and Road Runner.
Rating: Full-price admission,
2 choc tops, medium popcorn
and a medium drink with
a bat beer afterwards.

»»film@ssh.com.au

Question time
Neil Whitfield
A while ago Dr Peta Seaton (the
doctorate is in archaeology) sat
around the table with a number
of people in or on the edges of
politics, among them former
NSW Premier Nick Greiner, and
asked a number of questions.
Many were questions Peta Seaton
had fielded from constituents when
she was Liberal Party member
for the Southern Highlands from
1996 to 2007. From this came draft
notes, and then, 2010 to 2011 being
election season in a number of
states, and federally, it was decided
to formulate questions and answers
at greater length in a book.
The result is Peta Seaton (ed.),
What if ? published by Connor
Court (April 2010). According to
the publisher: “What If ? offers the
answers to questions that others
are too afraid to tackle. Thirty
writers have climbed the fence into
the paddock of Australian sacred
cows and tipped a whole lot over.
Some of our most outspoken media
bosses, former premiers, policy
wonks and idea enthusiasts ask the
big new policy questions. Topics
are as various as nuclear energy,
abolishing the states, individual
contracts for school teachers, and
the proper way to regulate (or not)
sausage sizzles under health laws.
The philosophy behind the
collection is, according to the editor,
one that derived ultimately from her

study of archaeology. Examining
how ancient societies functioned
and managed their affairs became an
abiding interest that carried through
experience in television production,
business, advising government, and
being in politics. The key is to point
up the obstacles governments can put
in the path of individual enterprise
and how better to manage things.
One finds in the book, then,
some familiar as well as less familiar
names: Joe Hockey, Michael Duffy,
Saul Eslake, Kevin Donnelly, Nick
Greiner, Barry O’Farrell, Julie Novak
– names best known as belonging
to the right of the spectrum.

Peta Seaton likes to think the
general public, as well as likeminded political mavens, will read
the book and think about, even
quarrel with, its “What ifs?” No, if
Kevin Rudd stole some of its ideas
she wouldn’t mind in the least.
Dr Seaton has long been
associated with the ChippendaleDarlington area. She lived in
Darlington as an undergraduate,
and made her Sydney home in
the area during her time in the
NSW Parliament. She and her
husband continue to reside here
half the time, spending the other
half at their farm in Moss Vale.
What if? edited by Peta Seaton
($29.95) at your local bookshop
or from www.connorcourt.com

camelia grove hotel
146 Henderson Rd, Alexandria
Ph: 9516 5611

www.thecammy.com.au

Bistro Hours
Mon - Sat
12pm to 3pm
6pm to 9pm
Sundays
12pm to 4pm

Simon
Carter
The Mountain

The AFL Meeting Place
All games shown LIVE at this venue

New Single from
Simon Carter (ex-Cops)
Go on, have a listen, go to:
myspace.com/simoncarteraustralia

Request The Mountain on Triple J!

(after 6pm)

Call 1300 0555 36 or send a text message to 1975 7 555
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Sorrowing
SSH
Ben Ali-Ong is a true creative talent
and a young emerging artist to keep
a close eye on. His work is becoming
highly collectable and sought after.
In Songs for Sorrow the artist’s trademark
scratches, layers and gorgeous textures are all
here. The resulting images reveal to us an exotic,
mysterious and beautiful black-and-white world.
Ben Ali-Ong is newly represented by
Tim Olsen Gallery and this exhibition is
part of the 2010 Head On Photo Festival.

Songs for Sorrow #2’, type C photograph Image: Ben Ali-Ong

Songs for Sorrow is inspired by the works
of Omar Khayyam, an 11th Century
poet, astronomer and philosopher.
Ben Ali-Ong
Songs for Sorrow
Opening Night Tuesday May 4, 6-8pm
Exhibition May 4-15
Tim Olsen Annex Gallery
53 Jersey Road, Woollahra
Phone 9327 3911
www.timolsengallery.com

Shades of red
SSH
Miriam Cabello, Reena Shein, Floria
Tosca and Maria Villa are a diverse group
of artists sharing a common bond through
a focus on materiality as pertinent to their
artistic practices. They have chosen “red” as
their theme for this show. It is the beacon
that highlights their individual concerns
but also connects them to each other.
Cabello’s series of boxers, painted in oils on
linen, show luminous torsos in a woven, gridded
space created by drips of paint. She uses an
edited palette of primary colours to engage
the viewer and let them step into the subject’s
sanctuary. It is in this private place where
the poignancy of each man’s gaze is shared.
“My subjects’ arterial masculinity is cocooned
in woven veins of ethereal white, allowing the
vibrant, layered colours to echo their thoughts.”
Shein has painted, sewn, beaded, wound
and stuffed her materials. Twine, thread,
leather, fur and paper are used to create organic

objects that pulse with life. Red is woven
through the works, creating linkage through a
visual thread, while also offering the reading
of something both visceral and symbolic.
Tosca has used red neon light to define a
human skull. The medium usually associated
with desirability and advertising is subverted
to depict a symbol of mortality. The red light
allows for diverse cultural interpretation.
Villa’s series of works has been inspired by
her life-long collections of red and precious
pre-loved objects. She has constructed
boxed assemblages with ceramic dolls,
stones, tape and feathers. Her ephemeral
paintings and works on paper are abstract
collections of delicate stains and marks.
Red
To be opened by Liane Rosler
on Wednesday May 5, 6-8pm
Exhibition May 5-16
Depot II Gallery
2 Danks St, Waterloo | 02 9692 9222
Gallery hours: Tue-Sat 11-6pm | Sun 10.30-3.30pm

‘Play Twice’, ink, oil stick and acrylics Image: Maria Villa

Species deceases
SSH
In 1996 Australian photographer,
Gary Heery, made a collection of superb
black-and-white studies of wild animals
kept in captivity. These large-format
photographs were taken at Taronga Park
and Western Plains zoos in NSW.

‘Chimpanzee’ Photo: Gary Heery

Two years, 110 animals and 600 rolls of
film later the book, Zoo, was created and these
images have not dated one bit in 14 years. Since
completing this project a large number of these
animals are now listed as endangered species.
The list of extinct and endangered species is
shockingly long and distressing to read.
This extraordinary, beautiful and heartwarming exhibition is a tribute to six of them:

the Southern Square Lipped Rhino, the
Southern Elephant Seal, the Pigmy Hippo, the
Tapir, the Chimpanzee and the Orang-utan.
Endangered by Gary Heery is a free
exhibition open daily to the public. The City
of Sydney Library space at Customs House
is one of the most valuable Heritage listed
and historical buildings in Sydney.
Gary Heery
Endangered – Photographs of
endangered animals
Exhibition April 29 - July 4
Customs House Library
31 Alfred Street, Circular Quay
Phone 02 9242 8555

EVELEIGH FARMERS’ MARKET
SATURDAY WEEKLY 8am - 1pm

An Undercover Marketplace Visit www.eveleighmarket.com.au for all details 243 Wilson St, Darlington
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Absinthe makes the
heart grow fonder

Sydney Writers’ Festival in conjunction with
The Indigenous Literacy Project presents

Scott Winter
There once
was an ornate,
ToulouseLautrecian-style
secret bubbling
behind the
old-fashioned ding-a-ling ring
of the door bell at 87 Albion Street
in Surry Hills – a bell first rung
by Lord Mayor Clover Moore.
The clandestine culture of the
Absinthe Salon is now becoming
an ever-so-trendy and infectious
alternative to a bar or pub.
Infusing the urban chic into
boutique-style living, this potent
and tempting herbal alcoholic tonic,
which has its humble and ancient
origins as a healing tincture for
stomach complaints and fever
prevention, has had a colourful
and controversial history.
The principal ingredient for any
true absinthe is grand wormwood or
Artemisia absinthium. Throughout
the ages there have been many
references to the curative powers
of the wormwood plant.
Greeted by your hostess,
Gaye Valltila, co-founder of the
salon and Australia’s premier
Absinthe importer, it’s obvious
that Gaye is living out a wish come
true granted, perhaps, by the little
green Absinthe Fairy herself.
On entering the dimly lit Absinthe
Salon, a lace clad Gaye, who dons
a Gothic corset, gives you a wink,
and you sense that you are entering
an authentic 18th-century bordello.
This is Sydney’s best kept social
secret. After marveling at the

JOSH PYKE

KATIE NOONAN AND THE CAPTA
INS

STREET WARRIORS
WILLIAM BARTON
KOOMURRI DANCE TROUPE

MAGGIE NOONAN

SATURDAY 15TH MAY, 2010
A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC AND WORDS
WITH SPECIAL READINGS BY TARA JUNE WINCH,
ANITA HEISS & DAVID MALOUF. HOSTED BY JULIE MCCROSSIN
SYDNEY TOWN HALL 7.30PM
TICKETS $65 (STUDENTS AND CONCESSIONS $55)

Bookings open Saturday, April 10th 2010 at
www.sydneytheatre.org.au, or phone 02 9250 1988
Clover and partner, Peter, at the Absinthe Salon Photo: Joop

ornate Absinthe memorabilia,
you are led to a quaint room with
a few dainty iron tables, Absinthe
fountains and the curious bustle
of alternative-bourgeois patrons.
A measure or “dose” of
absinthe (25-50ml) is poured into
a tall absinthe glass. A slotted or
perforated spoon called a cuillere
is rested on the rim of the glass.
Upon this spoon is placed a sugar
cube. Ice-cold water is very slowly
dripped onto the sugar cube.
This can be done skillfully using a
carafe or one of the decorative water
fountains in the centre of the tables.
The latter regulates the drops slowly
and makes the ritual all the more
enticing. As the sugar dissolves, it
drips through the spoon along with
the water. This causes the absinthe

to louche into an opalescent pale
green. The louching effect is the
precipitation of essential oils from
the alcohol releasing a bouquet of
flavours and aromas. This is the
stage of the ritual that is most
captivating, as each drop of sugared
water swirls opaquely through
the apéritif. After the sugar has
dissolved more water can be added
to taste and the absinthe gently
stirred with the pretty spoon.
But be warned, at 30 bucks a hit
the art of Absinthe could be costly.
The Absinthe Salon
87 Albion St, Surry Hills
Wednesday-Sunday 4-10pm
Bookings advisable on Fri and Sat to
avoid disappointment
Phone 02 9211 6632

The South Sydney Uniting Church
& The South Sydney Herald present

FATHER BOB MAGUIRE

Warm nights & cloudless skies
SSH

“Poverty – What can be done?”
Hosted by Julie McCrossin
A fundraiser for the SSH

Outspoken South Melbourne parish priest and media personality
(regular guest on John Safran’s Sunday Night Safran on Triple J),
Father Bob Maguire, will be dinner speaker at Buon Gusto
Restaurant in Abercrombie St, Darlington,
Friday June 18, from 6.30pm.

As the weather cools, Sydney
quartet The Holidays emerge from
their Sydney studio with another
sun-drenched tune that channels
warm nights and cloudless
skies. ‘Golden Sky’, blends wild
percussion, sing-a-long chant
choruses, falsetto vocals and
squawking guitars into an actionpacked, yet equally sublime single.
It comes hot on the heels of
the acclaimed single, ‘Moonlight
Hours’, which reached #1 on Triple
J’s playlist earlier this year and
re-configured the band’s musical
GPS. It consolidates the band’s
foray into an exciting new direction.
The Holidays is one of the most
exciting new bands in the country.
‘Moonlight Hours’ remixes by
Modular new kids on the block,
Jonathon Boulet and The Swiss,
have also attracted very positive
attention in the blogosphere.
The latter recently appeared on an
exclusive NME download, Mixtape,
compiled by UK disco/electro
wunderkind, Grum, and made
much-loved Belgian re-mixers,
Aeroplane’s, February chart podcast.

FRESHWATER

Cost: $60/$70
Bookings: Trevor Davies on 0400 008 338
Visit: www.fatherbob.com.au

The Holidays Photo: Supplied

‘Golden Sky’ will sit comfortably
alongside its predecessor on The
Holiday’s long-awaited, forthcoming
debut album, which is nearing
completion and has been self
produced and mixed by Tony Espie
(Midnight Juggernauts, Cut Copy,
Avalanches). The album is shaping
up to be a thrilling musical ride
traversing a myriad of influences
and genres that ultimately will
see light of day as a groove-based
record full of summer vibes,
elec-tropical dance floor anthems
and mellow, breezy melodies.
More recently, the band has

premiered the addition of a live
percussionist on their current
national tour with Bluejuice.
They will shortly undertake a series
of headline shows to celebrate
the release of the ‘Golden Sky’
single and showcase a selection
of their brilliant new material.
The Holidays
Thursday May 27
Oxford Art Factory
Tickets on sale Monday May 3
www.moshtix.com.au
(1300 GET TIX)

Sydney Harbour’s
Authentic Aboriginal
Cultural Cruise

Cruise the most beautiful city harbour in Australia,
and enjoy the relaxed and friendly company
of your Aboriginal hosts and crew.
Phone 02 9699 3491 www.tribalwarrior.org

C O M M UNITY N O TI C ES

May 2010

15

SSH advertising works:

free

shuttle bus services
FREE shuttle bus services now run from Redfern to Broadway
shops via the RPA Hospital; and from Woolloomooloo to Redfern
via Paddy’s Market and St Vincent’s.
These FREE buses are available to all City Of Sydney residents
and operate:
Thursday and Friday of each week.
For more information and timetables please
call 9319 4439 or visit www.ssct.org.au

"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community. Interest
has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Blindeman, Food Distribution Network, Waterloo

Advertise in the SSH

Uniting Churches

“Celebrating the lives of the diverse people of South Sydney, inviting discussion on
issues of concern and interest, adding encouragement to possibilities for community.”
Partner with the SSH and 30,000 readers who are:
– savvy on a diverse range of issues
– passionate about the area in which they live
– looking to support local businesses and people
Affordable rates • Booking Sheet online • www.southsydneyherald.com.au
adverts@ssh.com.au • 9319 1373 or 0416 048 932

SATURDAY ART CLASS
South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
12-4pm Sat May 8 & 22

Financial Counselling Inner City
St John's Anglican Church
231 Victoria St, Darlinghurst

More information
phone 8399 3410.

The Factory Community Centre
67 Raglan St, Waterloo
By appointment only
Phone (02) 8362 3700

65 Roses Day for Cystic Fibrosis
Friday May 28

All materials provided.
Previous & new participants welcome.
Gold coin donation.

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds,
sexual orientations and identities.
Peace with justice, integrity
of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns & Cambourne Sts
Glebe
Gathering Sunday 7pm
Free For All/Eight O'Clock Sharp
Music nights Thu 8pm
Steph Gesling 9518 9413

Newtown Mission

Photo: Andrew Collis

CF is the most common serious genetic condition
affecting Australian children today. In Australia, one child
is born with CF every four days. It affects the lungs,
digestion and eventually, life itself. There's no cure but
Australia has some of the best researchers in the world
working on it. Each year money is raised for research
projects through the sale of ‘65 Roses’ merchandise.

280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements
9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm
1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Rev. Peter Walker 9331 2646

www.65rosesday.org.au

Many families in our community are in dire need of assistance.

BABANA

BABANA

Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday 28 May
12-2pm PCYC, Redfern
Contact: Mark Spinks 9243 3546

Redfern

The 12 local St Vincent de Paul Conferences meet this need all year by visiting
homes and giving all kinds of help to those in need – including help with essential
household goods and assistance with utilities bills. The Society also distributes
thousands of care parcels to local families and individuals as well. If you would like
to contribute foodstuffs to these parcels, or clothes, kitchen-wares or toys, you can
drop them in to your local Vinnies shop or at the Society's Sydney Regional Council
at 317 Cleveland St, Redfern.
For assistance phone 9690 5600, Monday to Friday – 9am to 3pm.

What is happening
in Redfern-Waterloo?

Waterloo Recycling Workshop

Get the latest from www.redwatch.org.au

Workshop and market open Fridays 9am-12pm.
Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo (lower car park).
Affordable furniture and household goods.

email RWIU@turnbulls.au.com for free email updates

Donations gladly received (no white goods or electrical apps).

or call Geoff on 9318 0824

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614
Ultimo University Church
Cnr Bulwara Road and
Quarry St, Ultimo
Worship 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point
Worship 10am,
Bible Study 5pm Sunday
Ps Graham Long 9358 6996

Volunteers welcome (phone Naomi on 0407 576 098).

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Verity Firth MP
State Member for Balmain

Kristina Keneally MP
State Member for Heffron

Clover Moore MP
State Member for Sydney

Carmel Tebutt MP
State Member for Marrickville

150 Broadway, Broadway
NSW 2007

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction
NSW 2022

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville
NSW 2204

T: 02 9379 0700
F: 02 9379 0701

T: 02 9369 5221
F: 02 9369 5225

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9558 9000
F: 02 9558 3653

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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That’s the way we roll
SSH

Many families in Sydney
own a set of the shiny steel
balls known as boules, but
due to a lack of proper places
to play most are only used at
picnics for a game or two on
grass. Redfern resident,
Darin Evans, would like to
change that. “The proper
name for the game is
petanque and the surface
is hard dirt with some
gravel. This allows the full
range of skills and tactics to
come out,” he explained.

Petanque is played by two
teams of two or three players
and the basic objective is to
throw the boules toward a
jack. A team scores a point for
each boule closer to the jack
than the opposition’s nearest
boule. The boules are thrown
with the palm of the hand
facing down which imparts
back-spin and gives control
when it hits the ground.
The boules may be rolled
or lobbed, depending on
the surface, and a wellplaced boule knocked out
of the way, preferably by an

on-the-full hit. “This is one
of the most exciting aspects
of the game,” said Darin.
He is organising a regular
“roll up” at the southern end
of the grandstand at South
Sydney Oval. “Since we started
we have picked up a number of
new regulars but we can always
do with more. We have some
spare boules and beginners
S
are welcome.” 
To find out more about this
fascinating sport, drop by and join
in! For more information contact
Darin at bapetanque@gmail.com

Return of the Ravens
Ravens in training Photo: Ali Blogg

Petanque in the park Photo: Ali Blogg

The Ravens running group is in training for the Sydney Half Marathon on May 16.
Please support the Ravens by making a donation towards Breast Cancer Network Australia.
The Ravens meet each Saturday on the corner of Botany Road and Raglan Street in Waterloo at 7am.
New members always welcome! Phone Adrian on 9690 1427. Visit www.everydayhero.com.au/ravens

Eora Sports, Arts and Recreation Centre

Sports Competitions

at the NCI
E
Come play professionally
run and seriously fun
community sports
competitions at the NCIE!

Enjoy sports competitions
on our indoor sports courts
and outdoor sporting field.
Everybody is welcome at
the Eora ‘SARC’!
ww

w.ncie.or

Netball
 Bask
etball
 Touc
h Football
 Indo
or Soccer


Eora Sports, Arts & Recreation Centre
180 George Street, Redfern NSW
Ph: 1300 866 761
www.ncie.org.au

