
Melanie KeMbrey 

Redfern resident, Matthew Panny, 
receives his disability support pension 
every two weeks. Mr Panny may soon 
receive payment every week if new 
legislation introduced by the Federal 
Government is passed. 

The legislation will allow financially 
vulnerable Centerlink customers to receive 
their income support payments weekly 
instead of fortnightly. If the legislation 
is passed, weekly payments could be 
available as soon as May.

Mr Panny said weekly payments would 
help welfare payment customers who 
have difficulty controlling their money. 
“It would make it alot easier to budget 
and plan spending,” he said. “I know a lot 
of people who have difficulty saving their 
money and they spend their payment in 
one week and can’t afford anything the 
next.”

The proposed legislation is part of the 
Government’s plan to reduce homelessness 
in Australia by 2020. Centerlink customers 
who are financially vulnerable and at risk 
of homelessness will have the choice of 
weekly payments where it is believed 
it would help them to improve their 
circumstances. 

The legislation is targeted at customers 
who spend their fortnightly payments too 
quickly and then can’t afford to pay rent 
or buy essential services. The amount of 
income support received will not change 
but it is hoped that weekly payments will 
help recipients to manage their money and 
stabilise their living situation.

Federal Member for Sydney, Tanya 
Plibersek, said weekly payments would 
help many people struggling with bills 
to keep a roof over their heads. “Many 
people find it hard to balance their budget 
across a fortnight 

Doug Dingwall

Local business representatives 
interrupted the opening of three new 
cycle paths in Alexandria last month, 
complaining they have reduced 
business in the area. The two-way cycle 
paths on Bowden Street, Mandible 
Street and Bourke Road are some of the 
first to be built in Sydney City Council’s 
planned 200km cycle path network.

The protesters complained that the 
new cycle paths have damaged local 
businesses by reducing parking spaces 
for customers in the area, forcing them 
to go elsewhere.

Lord Mayor Clover Moore had to 

respond to their complaints after opening 
the cycle paths. Local businessperson 
Nicole Campbell said: “This is an 
industrial estate. Our building was full, 
it was thriving. We’re the only ones 
left in our building now. Companies 
are closing because no one can park to 
go shopping.”

Luciano Serci, director of Silhouette 
Smash Repairs on Alexandria’s McEvoy 
Street, said he’s had fewer customers 
since the cycle paths have been built. 
“A lot of people in the past used to 
pull up when there was lots of parking 
around. If they stop now, they get 
booked,” he said.

Cr Moore told protesters the cycle 
paths are suitable for Alexandria because 

it has the second highest percentage of 
residents cycling to work in the City of 
Sydney. “Clearly the people in the area 
want to be on their bikes, they want to 
ride to work,” she said.

Local business employees said 
workers who commute to Alexandria 
by car have lost parking spaces to the 
cycle paths, making it difficult to find a 
car space. They said workers could not 
cycle to Alexandria instead of driving 
because many travelled from areas far 
away from the Council’s planned cycle 
path network. 

Sydney City Council is spending $76 
million on building a cycle path network 
that will extend from Circular Quay to 
Rosebery. It plans to finish building 

the network by 2017. Council aims to 
encourage people to ride bikes to work 
by building cycle paths, which it says 
will make cycling in Sydney City safer.

David Borella, infrastructure 
spokesperson for Bike Sydney, said 
the new Alexandria cycle paths will 
encourage inexperienced riders to cycle 
when they’re connected to other paths 
in the planned cycle network.

“They’re a great invitation to 
the inexperienced cyclist,” he said. 
“Ultimately [Bowden Street’s cycleway] 
will be providing a connected path, and 
that’s a critical element, that these paths 
become connected and therefore provide 
inexperienced riders the confidence to 
get on or near the roads.”  S
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Redfern Railway Station still lacks 
a plan to make it disability friendly, 
despite the State Government’s pledge 
to spend $50 billion improving Sydney’s 
transport system. While every other 
major Sydney station from North Sydney 
to Sydenham is expected to be an Easy 
Access station by 2016, Redfern is still in 
the planning stages. 

A spokesperson for Transport Minister, 
David Campbell, told the SSH that while the 
plans to redevelop Redfern Station are yet to 
be finalised, the upgrade would be finished 
“well before 2016”. He also said the upgrade 
to Redfern Station was no longer contingent 
on the sale of the North Eveleigh rail yards, 

a proviso made by Kristina Keneally during 
her time as Planning Minister.

The spokesperson said it still wasn’t 
clear whether lifts would be installed as 
part of the development. “It will depend 
which plan is decided on. We’ve got a few 
options for Redfern, and we’re considering 
which plan we’re going to go for,” he said.

Deputy President of the Australian 
Services Union, John Maher, said it was a 
disgrace that Redfern still lacked disability 
access while other less used stations have 
been upgraded. “There is an unattended 
station called Metford in the Hunter Valley 
that has only one commuter line which had 
an elevator installed recently and yet they’re 
still stalling over putting them in at one 
of the busiest stations in Sydney,” he said.  

Disability groups also criticised the 

Government for not acting quickly enough 
to meet the needs of people with disabilities. 
“As a person who uses a wheelchair myself, 
it’s really discriminatory to have stations 
that are inaccessible,” said President of the 
Physical Disabilities Council of NSW, Ann-
Mason Furmage. 

“I’m an aged pensioner and theoretically 
I should be able to travel for $2.50. When 
I want to go down town … I have to pay 
more than $30 for a taxi because I can’t 
access the train station,” she said. 

Opposition Transport Minister, Gladys 
Berejiklian, said the Government is 
moving too slowly on implementing the 
Easy Access program. “In the last financial 
year they completed one easy access site 
in the whole state. It’s not just people with 
disabilities that suffer. It impacts less mobile 

commuters, the elderly, seniors, parents 
with prams and people with temporary 
injuries as well.”

Australian Human Rights Commissioner, 
Graeme Innes, said lifts are not always 
necessary to ensure disability access. But he 
said he would be surprised if Redfern didn’t 
end up with them. “I would have thought 
it would be difficult to achieve complete 
access to a station such as Redfern without 
lifts,” he said. 

Under the Disability Discrimination 
Act, 55 per cent of CityRail stations must 
be accessible stations by December 2012. 
Mr Innes said so far the Government was 
on track in terms of meeting this target. 

Other Sydney stations such as Museum 
and Edgecliff won’t become easy access 
stations until 2016 at the earliest.  S

no uplifting news for Redfern

Melanie KeMbrey

The University of Sydney’s campus 
expansion plans have been disrupted 
for more than two years by the State 
Government, which has failed to 
make a decision about the sale of an 
Eveleigh site. 

The university has offered market price 
for the former North Eveleigh railway 
yards and wants to use the site for much 
needed student accommodation, research 
facilities and green space. 

The State Government has made no 
decision about the sale of the 11-hectare 
site since the former planning minister 
Kristina Keneally approved a concept plan 
in 2008. 

Sydney University Vice-Chancellor, 
Michael Spence, said the University’s 
priority was to develop the site so it 
would benefit the community. “The once-
in-a-generation chance to renew a major 
site adjacent to the University should 
be welcomed by the Government as an 
opportunity to develop a new precinct of 
Sydney for the public good,” Dr Spence 
said. “The University is committed to 
working with the local community to 
renew the precinct to provide a safe, 
welcoming and affordable environment 
for students, residents and visitors.”

The University’s green paper released 
earlier this month states its desire to 
develop a partnership with the community 
and provide employment opportunities for 
local Indigenous people. The concept plan 
for the site, which was approved in 2008, 
allows for the construction of 1250 units 
and buildings up to 16 storeys high. 

Many community organisations and 
residents are supporting the University’s 

bid because they fear the site will be 
overdeveloped if it is sold to residential 
and commercial developers.  

Darlington resident, John Berry, said 
the University is not always a considerate 
neighbour but its plans for the site would 
have less impact on the community. 

“The University’s proposal would 
generate less car traffic though our suburb 
compared to the traffic generated by 2400 
people living in 1250 units,” Mr Berry 
said.

“The University has an obvious need 
for the site and the general feeling 
in the community is that student 
accommodation, playing fields and 
research facilities are preferable to high-
rise apartment blocks.”

The Lord Mayor Clover Moore has 
also expressed her support for Sydney 
University. “I dread Eveleigh just being 
used for residential apartments and office 
blocks,” the Mayor said. “I just think it 
would be a tragic, lost opportunity. It is 
a unique and large consolidated public 
site and we should get the best possible 
use out of it that’s complementary to 
what else is happening in the area.”

REDWatch spokesperson Geoff 
Turnbull said he thought the Government 
was waiting for the market to fully recover 
from the economic crisis before the site 
was sold. “The Government is pushing 
out the timeframe to sell the site because 
the more money that is back in the 
development industry the more people 
are likely to pay for the site and they 
think they will get a better price for it,” 
Mr Turnbull said.

“I imagine the treasury will push to try 
and get as much money as they can and 
would think developers could offer more 
money than the University. If there is any 

university campus 
at north eveleigh?

wide support for weekly 
welfare payments 
so weekly payments will make it easier 
to stay on top of rent and mortgage 
repayments,” Ms Plibersek said. “This 
is one of the many practical ways the 
Rudd Government is helping prevent 
vulnerable Australians from becoming 
homeless.”

The proposal has won the support of 
many community welfare organisations.  

Director of the Welfare Rights Centre 
in Surry Hills, Maree O’Halloran, said 
studies show that the most disadvantaged 
welfare payment customers cope 
better on weekly payments. “People 
participating in weekly payment trials 
increased their ability to manage their 
finances and some of the severe stress 
on their lives and their families was 
reduced,” Ms O’Halloran said. 

“Very vulnerable clients have been 
able to turn their lives around with 
improved health and more stable 
accommodation. The policy of voluntary 
weekly payments is common sense 
response that deserves bipartisan 
support,” she said.

St Vincent de Paul Society executive, 
John Falzon, said the policy is respectful 
and responsive. 

“This puts some of the flesh on 
the bones of the Government’s 
Homelessness Strategy,” Dr Falzon said. 
“Our 40,000 members continue to be 

alarmed at the persistence of poverty and 
inequality in Australia. We congratulate 
Ministers Macklin, Plibersek and Bowen 
on this move.”

While the legislation has been widely 
supported, the Government continues 
to come under fire for plans to roll out 
compulsory income management for 
welfare recipients. 

Australian Council of Social 
Service CEO, Clare Martin, welcomed 
weekly payments but said the income 
management scheme was wasteful and 
discriminatory. 

“The income management scheme is 
based on a discriminatory assumption 
that people on income support cannot 
manage their money or that they are 
unable to care for their children,” 
Ms Martin said. “We support non-
discriminatory policies that help people 
manage their finances and income 
management can be used as a useful tool 
when this is voluntary and supported by 
the right mix of community services.”

“Homeless people, in particular, can 
struggle to maintain a budget and often 
operate on a day-to-day basis rather than 
in fortnightly cycles. Giving people a 
choice to receive payments weekly 
will empower them to take control 
of their finances, minimise hardship 
and prevent people from slipping into 
homelessness.”   S

election mileage in making a decision 
I think they will try and announce 
one soon.”  S

The Redfern Waterloo Authority 

administrates the site and had not 

responded to requests for a comment 

by the time the SSH went to print. 

Public Meeting: Sydney University 
and the Darlington community

Vice-Chancellor Michael Spence will 
address community concerns and engage 
in dialogue with community participants 
on April 20, from 6.30pm at the Settlement 
in Edward Street, Darlington. All welcome.

Sydney University Vice-Chancellor Michael Spence with Geoff Turnbull of REDWatch   Photo: Ali Blogg

Continued from pg 1
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philip Wen

South Sydney Community Aid is celebrating 
the receipt of a $50,000 grant that will 
benefit young African Muslim refugees.

The SSCA’s Refugee African Muslim Youth 
(RAMY) project was one of 28 projects to 
have been awarded a major community grant 
under the Federal Government’s Diverse 
Australia Program, having been shortlisted 
from an initial field of 550 in February.
SSCA Manager, Jhan Leach, said the project would 
help identify and address issues faced by refugee 
youth, including community integration, language 
skills and difficulty in gaining employment. Aimed at 
African refugees between 12 and 25, the project will 
offer leadership development, public speaking and 
employment workshops as well as dance, art and 
musical groups. A short film documenting the stories 
of African refugee communities is also planned.
“We would like the youth to have a loud voice,” Ms 
Leach said. “We want them to be heard and seen, 
and we want them to tell other Australians what 
it’s like to be an African refugee Muslim youth, 
and what it’s like living in Australia as a refugee.
“We want to create opportunities where we get 

the youth to talk to the broader community to 

share their skills and abilities with creativity 

and dance and music and art … so we can 

create some broader acceptance of the 

culturally diverse community that we live in. 

Sierra Leonean community leader, Fatmata 

Bangura, who coordinates the Limaniya African 

cultural group, said the grant has opened 

the door to exciting new opportunities.

“There are a lot of programs that we would love to 

do,” Ms Bangura said. “At the moment we’re just 

doing things that don’t require a lot of money. With 

the funding, we can achieve a lot of the things that 

we have been talking about. It’s a huge opportunity.”

Ms Bangura said that having come from 

disadvantaged backgrounds, many young refugees 

needed empowerment and leadership skills.

“We need more support in [developing] leadership 

skills and to raise their confidence,” she said. 

“Some of the young people think that because 

they are black, if you like, they cannot achieve 

certain things. I think that’s really sad.” 

“I can do my best to help but we need more 

young imaginative leaders, and how do we do 

it? Young people are our future generation.”

The voice of 
refugee youth

The youth of today

we need your help!
The SSH is an independent 
not-for-profi t community 

newspaper, produced mostly 
by volunteers, published 

monthly by the South Sydney 
Uniting Church, distributed 
without charge to 30,000 

readers from Zetland 
to Woolloomooloo. 

We can’t do this 
without you.

The SSH gratefully accepts 
donations and in-kind support. 

If you would like to make 
a contribution you can do so, 
anonymously if you wish. 

By mail: 
PO Box 2360 Strawberry 

Hills NSW 2012

By electronic transfer: 
BSB  062 231  

ACCOUNT NO. 1021 8391

Contact the Editor: 
editor@ssh.com.au
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Aidez s’il   
 vous plaît! Incontinence, due to its debilitating effects, is largely a “hidden” 

condition that causes social havoc. Apparently incontinence affects 
37% of Australian women and up to 13% of Australian men.

Amada-Amavic offers a wide range of Pads, Briefs and Nappies for 
clients from 14 kilos upwards.

With care and attention to your specific requirements, we offer
•	 An initial phone call to assess which of our products may suit your needs
•	 1 free “tailored to your needs” sample pack
•	 Discreet and prompt delivery to your door
•	 Follow up if required or if your specific needs change
•	 In most cases, with the correct management plan, you can save money

At Amada-Amavic we are proud when we see our clients DRY, 
COMFORTABLE and CONFIDENT, therefore enabling them to go about 
their daily routines  without fear of embarrassment.

PTY LTD
25 ROBERTS ROAD GREENACRE 2190
TEL(02) 9642 0504  FAX(02)9642 5964
gracec@amada-amavic.com.au

Incontinent?
You are not alone!
We care and we can help YOU!

For your FREE sample pack,  
please call Grace on: 

9642 0504

Community Workers Laura and Bill with members of RAMY   Photo: Ali Blogg
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brenDan wong

A group who call themselves a “pro-
Aussie movement” have distributed 
pamphlets around the University of 
Sydney offering to assist locals with 
securing housing. 

Since last year, the Sydney branch of 
the Nationalist Alternative have been 
campaigning against what they describe 
is a marginalising of local students for uni 
accommodation by university political 
groups and Australian Government 
policies.  

 Robert Winston said the Nationalist 
Alternative wanted to shift public 
consciousness back towards what 
was best for the Australian people by 
removing the “shackles of political 
correctness”.

“There is a current focus toward 

the international student cash cow, 
which drives up the cost of living for 
local students in student housing, 
as well as making part-time work 
increasingly scarce.

“[The campaign’s] about educating 
our local workforce, and making sure 
Australia has the skills required for 
future generations, rather than the need 
to outsource foreign workers,” he added.

One resident from Abercrombie Street 
in Darlington was quite distressed when 
he found the pamphlets in Abercrombie 
Street, in Darlington, on the path trodden 
by thousands of university students every 
day to and from Redfern Station. 

He told the SSH: “Quite a number 
of houses in our street are occupied 
by Asian students, I’ve noticed. Maybe 
the intention is to intimidate them by 
scattering the leaflets around. They’re 
probably quite active on campus.” 

A spokesperson from the University 
of Sydney told the SSH: “The Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Sydney, 
Dr Michael Spence, described the leaflets 
as being bigoted and ill-informed and 
totally unrepresentative of the genuine 
and widespread support for international 
students that exists in Sydney.”

M r  W i n s t o n  d e f e n d e d  h i s 
organisation’s campaign as being in the 
best interests of Australian people. “The 
Australian people have been consistently 
bashed over the head by the media and 
called racist whenever they assert their 
own needs, and this self-deprecation 
needs to change,” he said. 

Mr Winston said Australians were a 
welcoming and tolerant nation but this 
had been taken advantage of “to our own 
detriment”. 

“Nationalist Alternative seeks to 
redress these imbalances.”   S

rita Mu

Residents of the City and inner-
eastern Sydney, including Darlinghurst, 
Paddington and Kings Cross, will see a 
new farmers market open in their area 
this month. The Sydney Sustainable 
Market will be held in Taylor Square 
and run onto a part of Forbes Street in 
Darlinghurst. The market will feature 
produce solely from local farmers 
and growers as well as provide an 
educational platform for the community 
on sustainable living in the city. 

Organisers of the Sydney Sustainable 
Market, Cathy Wills and Jacqui Briggs, 
said the market also supports the ideals 
of Slow Food Australia, a not-for-profit 
organisation supporting small and local 
food suppliers such as farmers, chefs and 
markets.

“We’re really passionate about just 
having primary producers and just 
having people who are involved in the 
production of the food themselves,” said 
Ms Wills. “What we want to do at the 
markets is to have some great mini talks, 
seminars and presentations so that people 
can really get practical ideas about living 
sustainably.” 

Wills and Briggs, who both grew up 
in rural Australia, said their experiences 
growing up on farms, and passion for food 
and sustainable living, sparked the idea 
for the farmers market. Ms Wills, who 
now lives in Surry Hills, said, “I remember 
thinking, where can I buy food from an 
ethical and sustainable source? It’s very 
challenging to do that in the inner city.” 

Farmers and growers from across the 
Sydney region, the Central Coast and 

regional New South Wales will be the 
majority of the vendors at the Sydney 
Sustainable Market. Other vendors 
include organisations such as Bike 
NSW and The Watershed, a resource 
centre for sustainable living in Sydney. 
There are also talks of having cooking 
demonstrations by local chefs. 

Market goers will be able to choose 
from a variety of organic and conventional 
fruits and vegetables as well as coffee, 
milk, bread and deli foods from around 
20 different vendors on opening day. “You 
should expect as the markets grow to full 
capacity that you can come and do your 
entire weekly groceries shopping there,” 
said Ms Wills. 

Ms Briggs said prices of produce would 
be kept reasonable and affordable at the 
Sydney Sustainable Markets. “In terms 
of milk, bread, vegies and fruit, we will 
definitely work with the vendors to keep 
the prices in line and inexpensive,” 
she said.

The Sydney Sustainable Market will be 
held every Saturday, between 8am-1pm, 
from April 17. 

Market organisers Jacqui Briggs and 
Cathy Wills said the market’s aim is to 
support local produce and growers, and 
promote and educate the community 
about living sustainably in the city.  

You should expect to a great range of 
organic and conventional fruit and veg. 
We’re also looking for producers who are 
going to supply lamb, beef, poultry and 
maybe even fish... eggs, milk.”

The weekly markets will feature 
produce grown and made by farmers 
across New South Wales, including 
the Central Coast and the Southern 
Shire. Foods such as seasonal fruit and 

vegetables, bread, milk and deli products 
will be available. 

Get the community involved as well 
by having information, educational stalls 
such as Watershed. Fruit, vegetables, local 
coffee, bread and eventually arts?

Briggs and Wills said they found 
most of the farmers and store holders 
on the internet and through the Slow 
Food Movement. Explain the Slow Food 
Movement SLOW Food is an international 
not-for-profit organisation founded in 1986 
to counteract fast food and fast life, the 
disappearance of local food traditions, 
people’s dwindling interest in the food 
they eat, where it comes from, how it 
tastes and how our food choices affect the 
rest of the world – people, communities, 
animals, plants and the environment. 
Slow Food is based in Bra, Italy. It has 
almost 100,000 members in 132 countries.

 “You should expect as the markets 
grows to full capacity that you can come 
and do your entire weekly groceries 
shopping there. You should expect to a 
great range of organic and conventional 
fruit and veg. We’re also looking for 
producers who are going to supply lamb, 
beef, poultry and maybe even fish... 
eggs, milk.” said Ms Wills. “We’re really 
passionate about just having primary 
producers and just having people who 
are involved in the production of the food 
themselves.”

Ms Briggs said she would like to 
keep the prices reasonable and produce 
affordable. Besides gourmet and deli 
foods, prices on most goods will be kept 
reasonable. “In terms of milk, bread, 
vegies, fruit, we will definitely work with 
the vendors to keep the prices in line and 
inexpensive.”   S

land of the fair go?

Marketing slow food in Darlinghurst

Closing the gap on 
Indigenous employment
On 19th March I attended the launch of 

GenerationOne – a campaign backed people like 

Andrew Forrest, James Packer and Kerry Stokes to 

raise awareness of Indigenous disadvantage and to 

get corporate Australia to do their part in enabling 

Indigenous Australians to “better participate in 

and benefit from our national prosperity.”

The Rudd government is committed to 

closing the gap on Indigenous disadvantage 

by improving employment and education 

opportunities for Indigenous Australians. 

Recently, Minister for Employment Participation, 

Mark Arbib, launched the 2010 Aboriginal 

School Based Traineeship Program, delivering 

employment opportunities for 200 Indigenous high 

school students in businesses across Australia.

The Aboriginal Employment Strategy (AES), 

which has an office in Glebe, will be given 

$700,000 in funding to run the program.

Since the program began, around 330 Indigenous 

students have been placed with a range of 

employers including ANZ, Commonwealth 

Bank, NAB, Westpac, Qantas ans Telstra.

In February, Prime Minister Kevin Rudd opened the 

National Centre of Indigenous Excellence (NCIE) 

in Redfern - a $50 million investment in education 

and training. The centre will bring together young 

Indigenous people from right across the country 

to pursue their goals in sport, art and culture.

Local residents can also join the gym at the NCIE 

and take advantage of the world class facilities, while 

supporting the centre. I urge everyone to get behind 

the GenerationOne campaign and the National 

Centre of Indigenous Excellence; and help make a 

difference to the lives of Indigenous Australians.

For more information go to:  

www.generationone.org.au / www.ncie.org.au

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP, Labor Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway NSW 2007

T 9379 0700   F 9379 0701  |  Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Tanya Plibersek MP
Member for Sydney

ADVERTISEMENT

Jacqui Briggs and Cathy Wills at proposed market site   Photo: Ali Blogg
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rebeCCa leMay

After years in limbo, the old South 
Sydney Hospital site will finally be put 
to good use. The City of Sydney Council 
has endorsed City West Housing (CWH) 
to build up to 150 affordable housing 
units on the site. This will be one 
step towards the Council reaching its 
target of 15 per cent affordable housing 
by 2030. 

Richard Perkins, General Manager of 
CWH, said they would now enter into 
negotiations with Council to agree on the 
form of development. CWH is well placed 
to deliver affordable housing on the site 
having a demonstrated track record of 
affordable housing developments in Glebe 
and Waterloo. 

“We will be working closely with 
Council to achieve a high quality outcome 
that fits in with their affordable housing 
strategies,” said Mr Perkins. 

Greens Councillors Chris Harris and 
Irene Doutney, who lobbied both State 
and Federal Ministers to get the council 
to approve the site, are pleased to see the 
project finally coming to fruition, but Cr 
Harris believes there is more that can and 
should be done to increase the stock of 
affordable housing in the city.

“Since Cr Doutney was elected in 2008 
we have been at the Council to set up an 
affordable housing strategy, and to the 
credit of the CEO, they did that,” said 
Cr Harris. 

The City’s Affordable Housing Strategy 
(AHS) aims to enable more key low-
income workers, such as cleaners and child 
care workers, to live in the communities 
in which they work. The ASH is also part 
of a broader strategy-Sustainable Sydney 
2030, which aims to make the city a more 
environmentally sustainable and pleasant 
place to live. 

“Aside from being an equity issue, it’s 
also an important environmental issue. 
We don’t want to house all of the people 
on low incomes in Mt Druit. You have to 
provide all the infrastructure needed to get 
people to and from work. The roads are 
already choked with traffic and there is 
lots of pressure on public transport,” said 
Cr Harris. 

The strategy outlines a set of actions 
the Council can take to achieve the 15 
per cent target by 2030. One is to identify 
land already owned by it, such as the 
hospital site, which may be appropriate for 
affordable housing because of its location, 
proximity to transport and so on. 

The South Sydney Hospital became part 
of the Council’s property portfolio after the 

amalgamation of the Sydney and South 
Sydney Councils. It was initially earmarked 
as a cash cow to support infrastructure 
needs in Green Square, but in 2008 Cr 
Harris set the ball rolling by putting an 
independent motion to council raising its 
potential for affordable housing.  

“It’s such a valuable strategic piece of 
real estate. It’s virtually right next door 
to Green Square Station, so there’s good 
public transport into the city. If it were 
sold, we would never be able to buy that 
again, said Cr Harris. 

So far only one third of the site has been 
designated for affordable housing, so there 
is scope for more housing on that site. 
“Personally, I would not support selling 
any of the asset. Whether or not we can 
convince the people who hold the purse 
strings at Town Hall is another thing,” said 
Cr Harris. 

Cr Harris also believes more could be 
done on the State and Federal levels. “One 
of the strategies was to put a 4 per cent levy 
on all DAs in the City, this would enable us 
to build 2000 apartments, but we needed 
to get State Government approval and they 
didn’t support that,”  said Cr Harris. 

“The South Sydney hospital is a good 
start. I’d like to see the Feds and the State 
come up with other initiatives to put more 
housing on that site.”   S

Hospital site – a step closer to 
affordable housing target 

The office of

THE HON TANYA PLIBERSEK MP
MEMBER FOR SYDNEY

Has relocated to:

150 Broadway
BROADWAY NSW 2007

Tel: (02) 9379 0700 
Fax: (02) 9379 0701

ad
co

rp
22

71
1

Assure 
Psychology

306 Abercrombie St (cnr Shepherd) 

chippendAle nSW 2008

Caring, confidential psychological services 

to help you deal with life’s difficulties

Bulk billing available on referral from GP

Contact Elizabeth Munro on 0408 612 808  

or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

3rd Saturday of every month
Redfern Park   8am-4pm

 

Corner Elizabeth & Redfern Streets, Redfern.
Clothes, plants, books, bric-a-brac, recycled goods, 

down-to-earth kind folks, and a sausage sizzle.
Stall enquiries: 0434 197 527

Email: redwatermarkets@live.com.au

“Come and be part of this new inner-city 
market held under the shady trees in 

beautiful Redfern Park”

DorotHy MCrae-MCMaHon

Many of us had already visited 
the National Centre of Indigenous 
Excellence before it was officially 
opened by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 
recently. However, that took nothing 
away from the great day. After all 
the planning, building, preparing of 
the great facilities and training of its 
enthusiastic and capable staff, the 
formal opening was still a very special 
celebration. 

Crowds of people mingled with 
the officials and politicians present, 
including Her Excellency the Governor 
of NSW, Marie Bashir, who has a 
long-time interest in and concern for 
the residents of Redfern and numbers 
of local, state and Federal politicians. 
The NCIE Board of Directors were 
alongside those of the Indigenous 
Land Corporation and, of course, local 
Indigenous elders.

There was a children’s choir from 
Dubbo staying in the Centre doing 
some training there, an appropriate 

example of what could be achieved in 
the Centre, alongside the fitness and 
sporting encouragement. One of the 
features of the Centre is undoubtedly its 
variety, as the older buildings and new 
are brought together to give resources 
for the development of excellence in 
diverse areas of life.

Hopefully, the Prime Minister would 
have been so impressed that the support 
of the Federal Government will continue 
on into the future and be expanded 
as time goes on. Congratulations to 
all concerned!  S

the ncie now open!
Kevin Rudd, Kristina Keneally and Jenny Macklin at the NCIE   Photo: Andrew Collis
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Doug Dingwall

The State Government has rejected 
real estate industry warnings that its 
proposed reforms to tenancy laws will 
drive up NSW rental prices.

The reforms proposed in a draft 
bill released last November aim to 
reduce disputes between landlords 
and tenants. They include introducing 
a “break fee” for tenants to pay when 
breaking their lease early, instead of 
continuing rent payments until their 
original lease expires. 

Under the proposed reforms landlords 
won’t be able to “unreasonably” refuse 
requests from tenants to sub-let part 
of their property or to make minor 
alterations to it, such as installing safety 
devices. 

Tim McKibbin, chief executive of the 
Real Estate Institute, said the proposed 
reforms would force investors out of 
the NSW rental property market. “This 
particular legislation will add deterrents 
to investment in rental properties ... I 

think we’ve got a dangerous mix here,” 
he said.

He said the draft bill, if passed, will 
make it easier for tenants to break 
their leases at short notice and will 
make rental properties an unreliable 
source of income for investors. He said 
that landlords may take out insurance 
against the possibility tenants will 
break leases early and leave them 
short of income, and could pass on the 
insurance costs to tenants through rent. 

A spokesperson for the Department 
of Fair Trading said the Government has 
seen no evidence the proposed reforms 
will influence rent prices in NSW. 

Tenancy laws have little influence 
on investors’ decisions to buy or sell 
rental properties, he said. “Similar 
claims were made when the current 
laws were introduced [in 1987], which 
never eventuated. Many of the reforms 
in the bill mirror arrangements already 
in place in other states and have not 
resulted in a flight [of] landlords from 
those jurisdictions,” he said. 

Chris Martin, Policy Officer of the 

Tenants’ Union of NSW, said the draft 
bill improves upon current tenancy 
laws but contains provisions that will 
disadvantage tenants. 

One draft provision states that 
landlords who want to show their rental 
property to prospective buyers may give 
tenants only 24 hours notice to provide 
access to it. Mr Martin said 24 hours 
does not provide enough warning for 
tenants to give access to properties. 

“In practice it could be shorter 
than that. [The notice] wouldn’t 
necessarily be written, and could be a 
verbal message left on your answering 
machine,” he said. 

A spokesperson for the Department 
of Fair Trading said the bill attempts 
to balance the interests of tenants and 
landlords. 

“The Government is committed 
to listening to the concerns of all 
interested parties and is striving 
through a comprehensive consultation 
process to achieve a good outcome 
for both landlords and tenants,” 
he said.   S

DorotHy MCrae-MCMaHon

Congratulations to Lord Mayor 
Clover Moore and members of the 
City of Sydney Council on the restored 
Sydney Town Hall. It was great to see 
the protective fences come down and 
the grandeur of the Hall’s presence 
giving its gifts to the city again.

Apart from the refining of various 
spaces overall, in ways which were 
sensitive to the heritage issues, the work 
down below and above the Town Hall 
itself is most impressive. One wonders 
what would have happened had there 
not been all the rewiring work done 
and the $40 million worth of fire safety 
upgrades. The solar heating on the roof 
was, of course, a great plus. Apparently 
the essential services upgrade is the first 
done since 1930! It is anticipated that the 
work done will save at least 30 per cent 
of energy use.

The Lower Town Hall has been made 

into a much more versatile area which 
could be used for exhibitions and events 
of various types, including performances.

Tours of the building are now 
available for those interested and give 
us a much greater insight into the history 
and magnificence of this prime building 
in our city. If you can’t do a tour, it is 
well worth going into the foyer, if you are 
passing, and picking up the informative 
pamphlets. 

Many of us would not know the long 
and complex history of the building of 
the Town Hall and the site on which it 
stands. It is, of course, built over part of 
Sydney’s first official cemetery – with 
those interred there being moved to 
Rookwood Cemetery in 1869. Having 
said that, there has sometimes been 
evidence of gravesites being uncovered 
during later work. 

As the Council media release states: 
“The main hall of Sydney Town Hall 
(Centennial Hall) was seen as symbolic of 
the aspirations and potential of a young and 

dynamic nation. It was planned to be the 
biggest in the world measuring 166 feet in 
length, 85 feet in breadth and 14,110 feet 
in area. Sydney was the largest hall with 
Preston and Glasgow halls second and third 
and Melbourne Town Hall ninth.”

Between 1873 and its opening in 1899, 
a number of architects contributed to 
the planning. George McRae, from 
Edinburgh, oversaw its completion as 
city architect. He also later designed the 
Queen Victoria Building and numbers of 
other distinguished city buildings.

The grand Town Hall organ, with its 
over 9000 pipes making it the largest 
in the southern hemisphere, was 
designed by William Hill and Son in 
1890. Interestingly, the other example 
of Hill’s work is the beautiful organ in 
Pitt Street Uniting Church, which will 
be opposite the Town Hall, if the City 
Square is ever achieved.

Maybe if the restoration of the Town 
Hall can be done, we might hope for the 
City Square next!  S

south sydney 
Community transport 
gets federal money   
The Member for Sydney, Tanya 
Plibersek, last month announced 
increased funding for South Sydney 
Community Transport under the 
Home and Community Care Program. 
With an extra $30,000 in funding per 
year from the Federal Government, 
SSCTwill be able to increase shopping 
services and social outings for its 
clients. The Federal Government will 
also provide $65,052 to help SSCT trial 
a system of taxi vouchers to assist with 
individual transport needs. Home and 
Community Care is a joint Australian 
and NSW Government initiative that 
delivers affordable and accessible 
care to help meet the individual 
needs of older people, people with a 
disability and their carers. It includes 
help with household chores, home 
maintenance and modification, 
transport, meals, personal care and 
allied health and nursing care. The 
extra funding provided to SSCT is part 
of a $12 million package. The Rudd 
Government contributed $7 million 
and the New South Wales Government 
is contributing $5 million. This takes 
the total annual investment in HACC 
services in New South Wales this 
year to $586 million – an increase of 
more than 7 per cent on last year. Ms 
Plibersek said: “Home and community 
care services are important to local 
residents who need a little bit of help 
at home. South Sydney Community 
Transport has been a vital service for 
elderly residents for many years. I’ve 
seen the benefits this program delivers 
in our community. It makes a real 
difference to the lives of people in 
our community who need help with 
everyday living.”

 
 
talking transport  
REDWatch is holding a forum on “The 
Future of Public Transport in the Area” 
at The Factory Community Centre at 
67 Raglan Street Waterloo on Thursday 
15th April. It will commence at 6.30pm 
with speakers from the Community 
Transport sector, NSW Rail, and State 
Buses. There will be an opportunity for 
questions, both verbal and written, to 
be put to the Speakers Panel after the 
presentations.

 
 
redfern & north eveleigh 
no longer connected 
Ever since the Redfern Waterloo 
Authority has been around, and a bit 

before, the inner-city community has 
been told: “You can’t have an upgrade 
at Redfern Station unless we sell North 
Eveleigh.” Now that’s not the case. 
Read Flint Duxfield’s article in this 
issue of the SSH. 

 
 
Vale sandy Henderson
Sandy Henderson was until recently 
the Chair of the Surry Hills Public 
Tenants Association (SHPTA). She 
featured in Sticky Bricks and 900 
Neighbours, and in many ways was the 
face of public housing at Northcott. 
Sandy passed away last Friday. We will 
have the full Sandy Henderson story 
next month.

 
 
Vale Chicka Dixon
Chicka Dixon died at a Sydney nursing 
home on March 20 from asbestosis, 
which the Maritime Union of Australia 
(MUA) says he contracted as a wharf 
worker. He is survived by his two 
daughters, Rhonda and Christine, his 
brothers and sisters, nieces, nephews, 
grandchildren and extended family. 
More on Chicka Dixon next month.

 
 
greens convene
The NSW Greens have four State 
Conferences a year. Last month it was 
held at the Redfern Town Hall. What 
was discussed? As they prepare for the 
State election, now only 12 months 
away, what was decided? We will have 
a full report next month. 

 
 
Fascism comes to 
the inner city 
Brendan Wong details the response 
from across the inner city to pamphlets 
that warn people of the dangers 
of Asian immigration. As Brendan 
reports, these pamphlets were 
distributed up and down Abercrombie 
Street, Darlington, where many 
Asian students walk to and from 
Redfern Station and past many shops 
where there are Asian workers. On 
one morning last month Fast News 
spoke to Ming Chan, the owner and 
operator of Chippo Take Away. He 
told Fast News: “My response to this 
sort of stuff is love and patience. I like 
to get to know people. That breaks 
down those barriers.” Fast News says 
to the authors of these pamphlets 
“Get a life! You should be ashamed 
of yourselves!”

  Have You Heard? 

tHe Fast news
 with tReVoR DAVieS

wins and losses in new 
draft tenancy laws

Re-opening of Sydney town hall
Catching Sydney’s sun on the Town Hall roof   Photo: Supplied by City of Sydney

Ming Chan   Photo: Andrew Collis 
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Joel Pringle 

Regulated electricity prices are 
set to soar over the next three years, 
leading to increased payment difficulty 
and hardship for many households. 
Assistance measures have been 
announced by the NSW Government, 
but this will not cover all of the 
bill increases faced by vulnerable 
households.

 
The Independent Regulatory and 

Pricing Tribunal (IPART) has confirmed 
that an average Sydney household can 
expect to pay an extra $670 per year. 
Although some Sydneysiders may not 
notice an increase of this size, it will 
be a significant increase for many low-
income households, or for those who 
are struggling to keep up with rising 
mortgage or rent payments.

Affordable energy is key to ensuring 
that households are not disconnected 
from supply due to an inability to 
pay. Disconnection leaves no means 
of cooking and cleaning, and makes 
young children and families vulnerable. 
Put simply, the NSW Government has a 
responsibility to ensure that the lights 
stay on. If the Government is to accept 
IPART’s recommendations, then it must 
implement alternate programs to ensure 
that electricity remains affordable.

 The Public Interest Advocacy Centre 

(PIAC), along with other community 
representatives, has been agitating for 
an extension of the Energy Rebate to 
all Commonwealth Health Care Card 
holders. This would see an end to the 
policy that, whilst benefiting pensioners, 
excluded many who rely on lower 
incomes, including Newstart recipients, 
single parents, low-income card holders 
and young people who are studying. 

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  I PA RT 
announcement about rising bills the 
Minister for Energy, John Robertson, has 
now announced that the Energy Rebate 
will be expanded to all Commonwealth 
Health Care Card holders and this 
will make a big difference to the most 
vulnerable households. The Minister also 
stated that the rebate would be indexed 
to energy price rises. 

 Whilst these measures will provide 
much needed assistance, many 
households will still feel the pinch of 
rising bills. The Government must also 
allocate the funds promised mid-2009 
for financial counselling. Financial 
counselling is an effective way for 
many people to learn how to manage 
their money and to help pay bills, but 
waiting times for appointments can run 
over weeks and the sector is grossly 
under-funded. This money can no longer 
be delayed and must be put where it 
is useful in community and welfare 
organisations providing services to the 

community. 
The NSW Government, in concert 

with certain sections of the media, have 
laid unfair blame for the price rises on 
the proposed Carbon Pollution Reduction 
Scheme. This policy contributes around 
a quarter of the bill increases, however 
the Commonwealth Government 
has promised a package that would 
compensation for 110% of these cost for 
low-income households through changes 
to benefits and payments, whilst also 
including assistance for middle-income 
households through the tax system. 

The rest of the increases are made up 
of a variety of factors, most significantly 
increased expenditure on electricity poles 
and wires due to increased peak demand. 
Also contributing are other climate 
policies such as the Renewable Energy 
Target, for which there is no assistance 
for low-income households.

Anyone struggling to pay their energy 
bills should first contact their retailer, 
which has an obligation to assist 
households experiencing hardship. Many 
community organisations also distribute 
Energy Accounts Payment Assistance 
(EAPA) vouchers, and may be able to 
help with tips for reducing energy use.  S

 
Joel Pringle is a Policy Officer with 

the Public Interest Advocacy Centre, 

working in the Energy and Water 

Consume Advocacy Program.

Late last month the Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 

and I had the pleasure of opening the new National 

Centre of Indigenous Excellence at Redfern – 

a $50 million state-of-the-art sports, education 

and community centre. The facility is the first 

of its kind and will help develop Indigenous 

sporting and artistic stars as well as provide local 

families with a range of learning, recreation and 

employment opportunities.

The state-of-the-art National Indigenous Centre for 

Excellence provides:

 `  A sports and fitness centre comprised of a multi-

purpose sports court and gym;

 `  Arts and crafts, computer and other activity rooms;

 `  Campus accommodation and dining for 113 people;

 ` Sports playing field;

 ` Outdoor 25 metre heated swimming pool;

 `  Intensive literacy tutorial centre for 60 primary school 

students;

 ` Conference facilities; and

 ` Commercial office space.

This community facility will become the beacon for 

indigenous culture and sport in the country. It will 

provide professional mentor and learning programs for 

indigenous children that will help them excel in life and go 

on to bigger and better things.

Further information about the Centre is available at  

www.ncie.org.au

Kristina 
Keneally MP
MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON

ADVERTISEMENT

Kristina Keneally MP 
Member for Heffron 
Shop 117, 747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
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power bills set to soar 

Kristina playing basketball at launch of Centre

Melanie KeMbrey

Chippendale teacher and openly gay 
man, Tony Hickey, has won the Greens 
pre-selection vote to contest the seat 
of Sydney at the next federal election.

Mr Hickey will stand against current 
Labor MP and front bench Minister 
Tanya Plibersek, who has held the seat 
for more than ten years. The seat has 
been held by the ALP since its creation 
in 1969 but the Greens have won more 
than 20 per cent of the vote in the last 
two federal elections. 

Mr Hickey said he hoped to provide 
a challenge to Labor’s stranglehold 
over the inner-city seat. “Sydney is 
obviously a very strong Labor seat but 
the Greens have made new inroads in 
the past and are hoping to improve on 
this performance.”

Mr Hickey has kicked off his 
campaign by calling on the Rudd 
Government to recognise same-sex 
marriage, an issue that will be continue 
to be central to his campaign in the lead 
up to the election.   

“I think it is a pretty fundamental 
right for any Australian to be able to 
marry the Australian that they love and 

the Greens will continue to campaign 
for this fundamental right,” Mr Hickey 
said. “I believe one of the biggest issues 
in this electorate is the issue of marriage 
inequality and the need to recognise 
same-sex couples as equal to different-
sex couples.”

Mr Hickey said his campaign will 
also focus on the inadequate response 
to climate change proposed by the 
Government and Opposition and the 
need for greater funding of public 
education. “Neither of the parties has 
offered a serious response to the climate 
change crisis, and public education 
deserves a much higher priority from 
both Federal and State governments,’’ 
he said. 

David McKnight, Associate Professor 
in the University of New South Wales 
Arts Faculty, said it was highly unlikely 
that a Greens candidate would win the 
seat. “If the Greens were up against 
a more right wing Labor candidate 
they might stand a better chance but 
because Tanya Plibersek is left wing, 
feminist and a high profile candidate it 
will be very hard for them to win. There 
was never a question at the last election 
of the Greens winning the seat.”

Ben Raue, founder of the political 

commentary blog, The Tally Room, said 
it would be difficult for the Greens to 
win seats away from a popular and 
young ALP Government. 

“In order to win the seat the Greens 
need to overtake the Liberals on 
primary votes and win enough votes 
either as primary votes or Liberal 
preferences to defeat the ALP. There 
is no chance in the short or medium 
term that this seat could be won by the 
Liberal Party. 

“The only possible threat to the ALP 
comes from the Greens,” Mr Raue said.

Mr Hickey was inspired to join the 
Greens in 2001 after listening to a 
speech delivered by current Federal 
Greens leader, Bob Brown.

“I’ve always been interested in 
politics but not so much in party 
politics,” Mr Hickey said. “I went to 
a Greens forum and listened to Bob 
Brown speak and found that the 
philosophy behind the Greens was very 
closely aligned with my own principles. 
I had long been disenchanted with the 
two-party system in Australia and the 
Greens offered an alternative to this.”

Mr Hickey said he planned to spend 
the coming months getting to know the 
local community.    S

Meet the Greens candidate for Sydney
Greens candidate Tony Hickey   Photo: Ali Blogg
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Enjoy a weekend at ‘Melaleuca’ 
in beautiful Bendalong!

A coAstAl retreAt And hAven for dolphins,  
sting-rAys, nAtive birds & AnimAls

•  5 minutes walk to safe and 
protected beaches

•  Newly renovated cosy 
hideaway for eight people

Bookings: RE/MAX Synergy Real Estate  
02 4456 1500, sharond@remax.com.au

Mention the SSH for a 10% discount!

For Sale! Freehold Beach Island House/Properties 
commerciAl potentiAl

6 acres each, from AUD$250,000 (negotiable)
Location: Tailevu Dewasamu Rd, Dewasamu Fiji

1 hr from North Suva (3.5 hrs from Sydney)
Call Juliette (Sydney) 0401 091 489 

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

PePsee
C U T  &  CO L O U R  H A I R S A L O N

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available

276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008

Mobile: 0403 110 832

262 Abercrombie St, DArlington
Ph: 9698 8677   oPen 7 DAyS
mon-Fri 7Am-5Pm    SAt-Sun 8Am-4Pm

triPoD cAFetriPoD cAFe

Sydney Central Panel Beaters
Incorporated by Surry Hills Panel Beaters & Spray Painters Pty Ltd

154-156 Regent Street, Redfern
All smash work • Fleet work • Insurance work • Private work

Ph: 9319 6044
ABN: 17 003 323 617  Lic. No.: 018843

PHiliP wen

If you own a car, you are probably 
resigned to the fact that you have to 
pay for parking every now and then. 
In fact, chances are you keep a bit of 
spare change lying around in the car 
to feed the meter.

A few coins here and there can sure 
add up. The City of Sydney collected 
$29.5 million in 2009 – around 8 per 
cent of its operating revenue – from 1300 
parking meters citywide, up from $16.2 
million five years ago, an 83 per cent rise. 

But are parking meters no more than 
a handy revenue raiser? And what effect 
do they have on businesses on local 
shopping strips?

With more cars on the road, the City 
of Sydney says meters are necessary to 
ensure the turnover of parking spaces 
and to stimulate trade in local businesses. 
“Parking demand and congestion in the 
City of Sydney are increasing quickly, 
there are more cars competing for 
a limited number of spaces,” said a 
Council spokesperson. “Metered parking 
and enforcement increases turnover of 
parking spaces so residents and visitors 
have a better chance of finding a 
parking spot.”

Paddington Business Partnership 
president Kane Kelfkens agreed turnover 
was important, but said short parking 

time limits meant customers put a 
time limit on their shopping too. “The 
problem comes when limits are one hour 
and customers don’t have the time to 
really spend walking around the street,” 
Mr Kelfkens said. “They’re really time-
sensitive in their shopping, which is 
certainly detrimental to business.”

 The parking meter has come a long 
way from when it was first introduced 
to Australia in the 1950s. Most machines 
in the City of Sydney are now able to 
accept payment via credit card, or even 
via mobile phone, while any faults 
are instantly reported via an in-built 
communications network. Each machine 
patrols numerous parking bays, making 
them more efficient. 

This increased efficiency allows 
parking inspectors to cover wider areas 
in less time. In 2009, the City of Sydney 
made a $14.4 million profit from parking 
infringements, of which half is shared 
with NSW Police. In 2004, the profit was 
$8.5 million. 

 Glebe Chamber of Commerce 
president Paul Angell said over-policing 
from parking inspectors has become a 
big deterrent for customers, with more 
and more preferring to shop at nearby 
Broadway Shopping Centre, where they 
could park for up to three hours for free.

“On two hours, after two hours and 
one minute, they’re [parking inspectors] 
sitting there waiting with their ticket 

book,” Mr Angell said. “That over-
policing is a problem. Even if you’re one 
minute late, you’re guaranteed a ticket.”

Mr Kelfkens said outdoor precincts 
have had to adapt by offering unique 
products in a more interesting and 
“culturally viable” setting, but that 
free and abundant parking offered by 
shopping malls was hard to contend with. 

“If you look at it over the last ten 
years, I think there has been a definite 
downward turn in the numbers of people 
coming to shop in Paddington,” he 
said. “A lot of the customers that have 
been lost are people that are coming 
from other parts of Sydney to Paddington, 
because they have this perception that 
if they come they won’t be able to park 
anywhere.” 

With the effects of inflation and an 
ever-increasing number of cars on 
the road, the cost of parking will only 
continue to rise. This is one reason why 
the City of Sydney is investing heavily 
in their Sustainable Sydney 2030 vision, 
with various long-term public transport 
solutions planned to offer an alternative 
to cars. 

But it seems some are happy the way 
things are. Marrickville resident Roger 
Liew had just driven into Newtown to 
meet friends for dinner. “I could have 
[caught a bus], but it’s only a couple of 
dollars anyway,” he said, while feeding 
coins into a parking meter.  S

niCHolas MCCalluM

Over the past month resident 
cartoonist for the SSH, known simply 
as Norrie, has had a unique and not 
sometimes unwanted experience. After 
becoming the first person in New South 
Wales to be registered as “Sex: Not 
Specified”, Norrie also became the first 
person to have such a non-distinction 
taken away.

“It’s been variable, up and down,” 
said the 48-year-old Scottish-born South 
Sydney resident.

 The Registry of Births Deaths and 
Marriages had registered Norrie as “Sex: 
Not Specified” on the eve of the Mardi 
Gras Parade in late February (prior to 
that hir name was registered as “norrie 
mAy-welby” when sex was not part of the 
identification in this registration, back in 

1988). But after the story made national 
and international headlines the Registrar 
informed Norrie via phone on March 18 
that the certificate was invalid, revoking 
the androgynous status.

According to a media release from the 
Registry’s Greg Curry, Norrie’s certificate 
had been recalled after receiving legal 
advice that it was “invalid”. Claims also 
circulated that the NSW Attorney General’s 
Department had actively sought to have 
the certificate recalled, but this was not 
the case according to the release.

“At no time did the Registrar state or 
imply that the Attorney General or anyone 
else had ‘pressured’ him to cancel the 
certificate,” the release stated.

For Norrie this series of events has been 
both harrowing and uplifting.

“I felt elated when I got the certificate, 
and then crushed when they took it away,” 
zie said. But Norrie won’t accept a return 

to what was a retrograde or inappropriate 
status. There is yet to be any definite 
reason as to why the sexual status had 
been nullified and that is simply not good 
enough for Norrie. “They can’t just take it 
away. That’s not the way the law works,” 
Norrie said.

As well as personally appealing the 
Registrar’s decision, many, including 
Gordon Moyes and Lee Rhiannon, have 
flocked to Norrie’s side in voicing their 
disapproval.

After being petitioned by Sydney 
residents, Lord Mayor Clover Moore 
has written to the Attorney General’s 
Department to ascertain on what legal 
grounds Norrie’s sexual status had 
been revoked.

Former New Zealand parliamentarian, 
Georgina Beyer, has also raised the 
issue with her former Prime Minister, 
Helen Clark, who now heads the UN 

parking meters gobble millions

Androgyny de-certified?

Development Program. Beyer is a former 
sex worker from Kings Cross and the 
world’s first transgender member of a 
parliament.

Norrie is positive that this connection 
might reach the ear of Prime Minister 
Rudd, but is presently dismayed at 
Australia’s major parties regarding 
their approaches to ending sexual 
discrimination. Some minor parties, 
however, have really come out for Norrie.

“I’m not sure what [Labor and Liberal’s] 
stand on it is,” Norrie indicated, “but I’m 
glad the minor parties are getting out 

in support.”
Norrie suggested that the Greens and 

the Australian Sex Party are the only 
ones that offer comprehensive support 
for gender and sexual equality.

Whilst the trailblazing gender 
transgressor will continue to fight for hir 
right for desexualisation, there is a positive 
aspect to bringing these unresolved 
matters into debate within the law. “I 
hope they change the law so that people 
are able to do as they naturally feel,” zie 
proposed. No matter what dangly bits 
you have.  S

Norrie with supporters in the city   Photo: Esther Turnbull
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robert Morrison

In western society, one quarter of 
all criminal offenders are between 10 
and 17 years old, according to recent 
figures release by the British Crime 
Survey. The survey reports that 
these groups of young people fall 
into criminalisation because they 
do not seem to engage in organised 
leisure activity. The news is worse 
for young teenage males who live in 
estate housing. They are five times 
more likely than other boys their 
age to be involved in a criminal 
act. If you are Aboriginal, you are, 
according to the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics, 15 times more likely to 
end up in jail. 

This highlights just how important 
youth services can be for those 
from disadvantaged socio-economic 
situations, particularly for those of 
Indigenous descent. Closer to home, 
Glebe Youth Service (GYS), is one 
such beacon, helping illuminate an 
alternative path for struggling young 
people in the Glebe area. 

Established in 1989 by Brad 
Roberts, GYS moved to its current 
location on Glebe Point Road in 
1995, where community workers and 
volunteers helped transform a theatre, 
billiards room and old car workshop 
into an ideal building to house a local 
youth service. 

Most of GYS members are from 
Glebe Estate. Here, according to the 
GYS workers, youths are consistently 

faced with a range of issues including 
poverty, family dysfunction, alcohol 
and other drug use, chronic school 
refusal and poor literacy leading to 
unemployment. 

Described on their website as “…
an oasis from the many problems that 
beset the disadvantaged in Glebe”, 
GYS has provided many young people, 
80 percent of whom are Aboriginal, 
with necessary skills and information 
required to move positively forward 
into society. 

“When you have people in a low 
socio-economic status side-by-side 
with those from a higher socio-
economic status, like in Glebe, you 
often see greater rates of crime,” says 
Keiran Kevans, youth worker at GYS. 
“We provide a meaningful path to 
casework for our clients by getting to 
know them first. Once they know us 
they are much more likely to come to 
us for help.”

GYS achieves such results through 
running a range of programs. “Drop 
in” is one such program where, every 
afternoon, members can engage in 
sporting, cultural and leisure activities. 
Here members are also provided with 
a nutritional meal as part of the GYS 
Food Program. 

Other services range from 
“Girlzone”, a girls only program 
designed to promote the development 
of necessary living skills, to “After 
Dark”, where members can engage in 
recreational activities that are designed 
to divert young people from drinking, 
crime and other anti-social behavior. 

Additional programs include the Video 
Production Project, music programs, 
community mural painting and Young 
Offender Support Programs.

However, above all, GYS is a 
sanctuary for its clients. “It is a place 
for them to own, feel safe and just be 
off the street,” says Sophie, a Sydney 
University Student who helps at the 
GYS as part of her studies in social 
work. The GYS not only provides 
refuge and escape from a tough 
household, but it has also kept many 
youths from unnecessarily ending up 
in jail. 

“This place is very important for 
the kids,” says Anne, stout supporter 
of the GYS. “Harassment by police 
on the streets is intense. This is a safe 
house for the kids from police.”

“If this wasn’t here, everyone 
would be in trouble right now,” says 
Malcolm, regular visitor to GYS. 
“There hasn’t been trouble around 
here for a while. People used to break 
into cars, houses and more before but 
now we can just hang out here with 
our friends.”

GYS remains a place where young 
people can find refuge from pressures 
both inside and outside of the home. 
In the upcoming months there are 
a number of events displaying the 
creativity of GYS youths, such as the 
films they have put together a part of 
the Video Production program.   S

For more details visit the GYS 

website www.glebeyouth.org.au 

or join the GYS facebook group. 

niCHolas MCCalluM

After a less than positive result 
at the recent climate conference in 
Copenhagen, and as Australia’s major 
parties are debating the best and 
most voter-friendly ways of dealing 
with the crisis of a warming planet 
and a changing climate, it would 
be easy to assume that many in the 
population would now be resigned to 
the prospect that nothing will be done 
to curb the output of our greenhouse 
gases. Couple that with the onset 
of Peak Oil and the population 
explosion, and coping with these 
problems might seem impossible 
for any individual or town.

Not so, according to Peter Driscoll 
who heads up the Sydney branch of 
the climate change counter-active 
Transition Initiative, which employs 
a workable model for dealing with 
the world’s uncertain environmental 
future at a grassroots level.

The Transition Initiative is a working 
model by which people who live in 
the same community are able to form 
lasting bonds that are built not only 
on an environmental platform, but a 
social one as well. “[The Transition 
Initiative] provides established ways 
to group and invite the community 
to share in a vision for the post 
carbon world,” Mr Driscoll said.

Begun in the English town of Totnes 
in Devon in 2005 as a project of Rob 
Hopkins whose background was in 
teaching a practical sustainability 
based on permaculture, the Transition 
Initiative is based on a notion of 
empowering a community through 
its own resilience in combating 
inevitable changes in the future, 
such as the end of cheap and easily 
accessible fuels for transport. 

Such an idea might seem at 
odds with life in a big city, but 
Mr Driscoll believes that there are 
amicable solutions for green city 
living. “Cities are sustainable,” he 
said, but added that their continued 
existence is dependent upon changing 
our attitude to the consumption of 
goods that are produced locally.

One threat to sustainable living in the 
city is the terracotta jungles that devour 
land that was previously used for 
farming. A report from 2004 estimated 
that 90 per cent of Sydney’s fresh vegies 
were grown within the Sydney basin. 

The first shift for city inhabitants 
might involve shopping at food 
co-ops and farmers markets, 
manoeuvres that Transition Sydney 
encourages. But Mr Driscoll believes 
that this will become harder as more 
farmland becomes blanketed in 
McMansions, a scenario that inhibits 
a true transition to sustainable living 
because food has to be transported 
from further and further away.

 Mr Driscoll perceives that as 
world oil production begins its 
inevitable decline transportation 
will attract more attention than it 
does presently. That is why localised 
living is such a central focus for 
Transition. “Particularly in the current 
paradigm,” he said, “because cities are 
dependent upon things coming from 
a long way away. You wouldn’t find 
anyone in Transition who wouldn’t 
say that transport is a major issue.”

Mr Driscoll also voiced his frustration 
over consecutive State Governments 
that have done next to nothing for 

the future of public transportation in 
our mega metropolis. “There must 
be 20 transport blueprints that are 
just gathering dust,” he exclaimed.

One factor in a transition is reaching 
out to local government, which exists 
on a small scale and is more compatible 
with the grassroots movement. “The 
bigger the government, the more 
they support business and the big 
end of town,” Mr Driscoll said, but 
insisted that the biggest change will 
not come from within government, 
but within society in general. “The 
biggest change is social,” he said. For 
those yet to realise that our current 
disposable, consumptive lifestyles can’t 
be prolonged, “reality will set in”.

Dealing with our addiction to 
convenience won’t be easy. The 
Transition Initiative provides a tried 
and tested 12-step model to reform 
your local community. The idea is 
not to launch headlong into battles 
against big polluters and protests 
outside Parliament House. Instead, 
the gestation of a “transition” 
relies on bringing members from 
numerous community groups 
together into a steering group 
that will eventually dissipate as 
the movement gains momentum 
and sub-groups begin to form. 

One of the key tenets is to allow 
for growth and expansion into other 
areas whilst maintaining a focus on 
reducing a collective carbon footprint. 
This will allow for the collective 
genius of the group’s members to 
provide dynamic solutions to complex 
problems instead of relying on a central 
body to provide all the answers.  

Another component of Transition 
is to connect communities through 
recognition of their elders. The 
intergenerational bonds that Transition 
is attempting to create would be an 
achievement in itself. Mr Driscoll 
stated that it was members from 
generations X and Y that have taken 
to Transition with the most gusto.

He suggested that this trend was 
stemming from a rejection of the 
current social paradigm of get rich and 
die happy. “It’s partly out of a sense of 
community,” he supposed. “And it’s 
partly out of a rejection of our denialist, 
capitalist reality,” expressing his joy 
at how aware young people are about 
the environmental and social problems 
that will beset them in the future.

This is not surprising, as a Morgan 
poll released in January showed 
a decline in support for the Rudd 
Government’s Emissions Trading 
Scheme as people’s ages went up. 
The same poll also showed that 
31 per cent perceived the threat of 
global warming to be exaggerated. 

Yet, that has not deterred people 
from getting on with efforts to 
reduce their carbon footprints and 
building their local community. 
Already there are several Transition 
chapters established in Bondi, 
Darlinghurst-Surry Hills, Marrickville 
and Parramatta. The latest addition 
is in Leichhardt with a Glebe 
group to be established soon. 

Where Copenhagen failed to produce 
a solid agreement for emissions on 
a global scale, Mr Driscoll remains 
positive. “You get pretty cynical, 
thinking that governments are in the 
pockets of the large polluters,” he said. 
“But that strengthens the reasons for 
something like Transition to get in there 
and make the change.”  S

F e a t u r e s

Safe house for kids in Glebe

cARbon 
neutRAlity 
Making the transition

Peter Driscoll from Transition Initiative   Photo: Ali Blogg
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a burning issue

The NSW Government has approved 
the construction of two new coal-
fired power stations at Mount Piper 
near Lithgow and Bayswater in the 
Hunter. Locally this plan will increase 
water demands, create waste water, 
brine from a desalination plant, fly 
ash and toxic pollution of air and 
groundwater. And – if they go with 
coal – the power stations will need 
more coal. The existing practice of 
longwall mining around Lithgow has 
destroyed large areas of land, water 
flows above and below ground and 
caused creeks and swamps to dry up. 
The increase in mining will result in 
even more degradation of land and 
water. If the plant is air cooled, the 
noise from the fans and ductwork will 
become an issue in the surrounding 
neighbourhoods. But there are more far-
reaching aspects. The future base load 
power predictions for NSW cater for an 
ever increasing demand. This approach 
is flawed because we live on a finite 
globe. We need to learn to consume 

less! Both the Dept. of Energy Utilities 
and Sustainability under Frank Sartor, 
as well as a recent study by the Institute 
for a Sustainable Future found that 
“future energy demand can be more 
effectively met through a combination 
of energy efficiency improvements 
and demand management – with 
significantly lower greenhouse gas 
emissions and at a significantly lower 
cost.” No matter where one stands on 
the spectrum of the climate change 
debate, the overwhelming evidence tells 
us that we cannot continue to deplete 
the earth’s resources and pollute our 
environment indefinitely. Our sun-
drenched open country has huge 
potential for solar, wind and geothermal 
energy production. This present time 
is an opportunity for green jobs and 
an industry for the future instead of 
locking us into the dead-end road of 
the fossil fuel economy. The sooner 
we start, the easier and cheaper this 
transition will be. It makes economic 
sense to change now. To go for coal or 
gas now is exactly the way we should 
NOT go.

Thomas Ebesroll 
Chippendale

DorotHy MCrae-MCMaHon

The ancient creeds of the 
Christian faith begin with the words 
“I believe …”. Although there would 
be some who don’t notice this when 
they say them and assume that 
what they are saying is a statement 
of fact, the reality is that all 
religious belief is just that – belief.

When several thousand people 
met at the Parliament of World 
Religions in Melbourne last year, a 
respectful, challenging and interesting 
dialogue was possible because 
most of those there were sharing 
what they believed, rather than 
what they infallibly knew. There 
were exceptions of course, like the 
woman who told me firmly that I 
was destined for hell. She represented 
those within most faiths who are, 
regrettably in my view, sure that they 
“know” rather than believe in the 
faith. I would have thought that the 
word “faith”, in itself, indicates that 
we do not know, that to believe is an 
act of faith.

In recent days, we have heard 
from a conference of atheists. They 
rejected all forms of faith, as they 
had every right to do, but then some 
of them appeared to claim that they 
“know” – that they have the truth 
and those who disagree with them 
are definitely wrong. In taking this 
position, some of them revealed 
the dangers in being people who 
“know”. Not only does it cut off any 
chance of dialogue between people 
who differ, but it often encourages 
attitudes of derision and scorn. Yes, 
wars and oppressions have been 
acted in the name of religion, but also 
in the name of atheism in communist 
regimes and others. There are also 
brave and costly struggles which have 
been fought for freedom, by those 
who did it in the name of their God 
and who were imprisoned or killed 
for the sake of others.

Maybe, one day, we will live 
together as truly human beings – 
those who are always searching for 
truth together and exploring new 
possibilities, and who could be 
wrong. Rather than making harsh 

judgments on those who differ from 
us, could we carefully observe who 
they become when they live from 
what they believe to be true? Perhaps 
we will be fascinated by new ideas, 
especially if they differ from our own, 
and watch how some find it helpful 
to live with religious observances 
while others refresh and expand their 
lives in other ways.

If you think about it, humanity has 
always benefited from being open 
to other theories about all sorts of 
things. What if the scientists of old 
had settled for what they believed 
they “knew”, rather than going on 
looking for fresh discoveries? Even 
as we read the ancient religious 
writings, we can see the changes 
happening. 

Obviously people once believed 
in a world created in seven days – or 
maybe that was simply the way they 
wrote “history”, even in those days, 
using imagery and story rather than 
“facts”?  It is hard to imagine that 
the story of Noah and the Ark held 
literal currency for many centuries, 
except for minority fundamentalists. 
It surely must have been a large boat 
and were there really kangaroos and 
koalas on it from a land that wouldn’t 
have been discovered? And yet, in 
religious belief, these stories are not 
wasted. They often hold within them 
profound messages and challenges. 

Maybe sometimes religions are 
a little like the arts – the sources of 
indescribable beauty and the mystery 
of things which lift our hearts and 
spirits in ways which cannot easily be 
defined. However, this does not mean 
that we are not engaged in an endless 
search for truth. At the centre of the 
commands of Christ for Christians is 
that we are to love our God with all 
our heart, with all ours soul and with 
all our mind and our neighbour as 
ourselves. If some people like to limit 
their views of reality to things which 
can be defined in concrete terms, 
then that is their choice. However, 
possibly it is not by chance that so 
many people down the centuries 
have chosen to believe in something 
beyond themselves and have, at their 
best, added to life in ways which 
enhanced the world.

C o M M e n t  &  o P i n i o n

Kelly lane

The recent opening of the National 
Centre of Indigenous Excellence 
(NCIE), the new Redfern Health 
Centre and the one-year anniversary 
of the Eveleigh Farmers Market 
are three tangible examples of the 
good work being done to benefit 
Waterloo and Redfern, according 
to Redfern Waterloo Authority 
CEO, Roy Wakelin-King.

Mr Wakelin-King believes they 
signify some of the changes that are 
occurring, changes that have resulted 
from a holistic, community approach 
and the hard work of many people. 
“Whilst it’s early days yet, these 
are really some major initiatives 
or activities that will have positive 
lasting benefits on the Redfern area,” 
Mr Wakelin-King said. “I acknowledge 
and recognise that there is still 
obviously more work to be done. 
And we remain very committed to 
trying to add value to the Redfern-
Waterloo area, and doing so in 
partnership with the community.”

Mr Wakelin-King said the RWA’s 
ongoing efforts were demonstrated by 
the establishment this year of greater 
resources in human services, with 
the appointment of Melissa Gibson 
as Director, as well as a continued 
commitment to the Aboriginal 
employment program. “We’re 
delighted and very proud of that 

work. It’s created great opportunities 
and has been successful, whereas 
other models have previously failed.”

But REDWatch spokesperson, Geoff 
Turnbull, said that more needed to 
be done to improve employment 
in Redfern-Waterloo. “Some of the 
Aboriginal employment programs 
have been good programs, but we 
are also not convinced that they’ve 
tackled the most difficult end of that 
problem, where you have people 
who don’t have a culture of work, 
come from families where people 
haven’t worked, or where they’ve had 
problems in the schooling systems 
and they don’t have the base levels 
of education,” Mr Turnbull said.

He said the RWA’s focus had largely 

been on Aboriginal employment but 
the needs of social housing tenants 
also needed to be addressed.

Mr Wakelin-King said the RWA 
was conscious they were established 
for the whole community of Redfern-
Waterloo, and will be working with 
the community to provide greater 
employment opportunities to those 
members of the community. “It’s 
a key priority of ours for this year. 

It goes in line with our human 
service planning commitment.”

Other key priorities this year will 
be working closely with RailCorp on 
the redevelopment of Redfern Station, 
as well as the Built Environment Plan 
Stage 2, the redevelopment of public 
housing in Redfern-Waterloo. “They’re 
major strategic issues for this area, 
particularly BEP2,” Mr Wakelin-King 
said. “That will set the framework 
for the future of this area in the next 
20 to 30 years in many respects. 
There’s a lot of work to be done in 
that, I cannot begin to describe the 
complexities, the challenges, the 
opportunities, but also the need to 
make sure we get that as right as 
we can. And that’s going to involve 

engaging with the community to 
work with that. It’s a very complex 
process but it is also very important.”

Mr Turnbull said the challenge 
for REDWatch over the next few 
years was how to create a greater 
involvement between the community 
and the RWA on identifying issues 
and taking action. He welcomed 
that human services was a key 
priority but said there was an 

At South Sydney Uniting Church 
we celebrated the last Sunday 
in March this year as Passion 
Sunday – an ancient tradition 
dating back to the fourth century. 
We heard the passion narrative 
from Luke’s Gospel and we walked 
imaginatively/spiritually that 
difficult road Jesus took to the cross.

The word “passion” is a word 
rich in meaning. It comes from 
the Latin verb, patior, to suffer or 
to endure. It refers, also, to a very 
strong feeling for a person, subject, 
idea or thing. It’s not simply about 
suffering. It’s not about suffering 
for the sake of suffering, but an 
enduring affinity – a committed love. 
A person is a passionate supporter 
of a football team, or a passionate 
socialist, environmentalist or liturgist.

Our passions reveal who 

we are, and whose we are.
We recalled our themes over the 

previous weeks in Lent, and reflected 
that a “holy passion” has to do with 
learning to be brave – learning to 
resist harmful theories that purport 
merely to explain suffering (Lent 1).

 We reflected that a holy passion 
has to do with being led away from 
victimhood and towards an adult 
acceptance of vulnerability; being led 
away from the need to rescue and 
control others, and towards an adult 
responsiveness and respons-ibility; 
a being led away from persecuting, 
punishing attitudes and actions, and 
towards an adult perceptiveness 
that shares and invites concern 
for peace with justice (Lent 2).

A holy passion has to do with 
maintaining a humble regard 
for complexity and mystery – a 
firm “no” to prosperity gospels, 

yet spoken without malice or 
self-righteousness (Lent 3).

Such a passion has to do with a 
celebration of love and life as we 
Christians know that in and through 
Jesus the Jew. We celebrate a new 
covenant/testament, a renewed 
promise of peace as we know that in 
and through Jesus the Jew (Lent 4).

And it has to do with attending, 
lavishly, to the one before us who 
represents, for us, all victims of 
callousness and greed (Lent 5).

This Easter editorial is not intended 
as “religious” comment only. The 
passion described is closely related 
to one that motivates work on a 
community newspaper like the SSH. 
We’re grateful for the commitment of 
so many contributors and distributors. 
We think of our readers, too, as 
passionate members of the community.

What are you most passionate about?

editorial
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RwA’s optimism for future
special report
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faith

"... we remain very committed to trying to 
add value to the Redfern-Waterloo area, and 
doing so in partnership with the community"

even greater need to address the 
ways people on the ground 
encountered services in the area.

“We’d primarily like to see 
them addressed because with the 

changes that are happening in 
Redfern-Waterloo, the bulk of the 
disadvantage in the area will in 
future be confined to public housing 
tenants,” Mr Turnbull said.
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On February 24 this year, Louie Sulcer 
of Woodstock inadvertently made 
history by pressing a button.

Indeed, until Steve Jobs personally called 
Mr Sulcer to inform him that he had 
downloaded the ten billionth song from 
iTunes, the Georgian native had no idea 
that he was doing anything more spectacular 
than downloading an mp3 of Johnny Cash’s 
1958 hit ‘Guess Things Happen That Way’.

For some the name of the song is irrelevant; 
what it truly represented was the sounding 
of the death knell for the compact disc.

The compact disc is not alone, teetering on 
the brink of obsolescence. With each innovative 
digital platform, another traditional form 
faces extinction. Nonetheless, perhaps these 
beleaguered old media platforms will be able to 
draw some comfort from the music industry.

When Sony/Philips released the compact disc 
in 1983, the end of vinyl appeared to be in sight. 
As early as 1986, newspapers were sounding the 
death knell for vinyl records.  Jonathan Takiff 
of the Chicago Tribune described the “slow but 
steady decay of the black vinyl disc” as cassettes 
and CD sales soared and LP sales stagnated.

Over 20 years later, with CDs 
themselves being threatened by music 
downloads, it appears that vinyl records 
are enjoying a renewed popularity.

According to the Nielson SoundScan, 

2.1 million vinyl albums were sold in the 
U.S. and Canada in November last year. 
This is not an aberration; in 2006 to 2007, 
while CD sales decreased by 35 per cent, 
vinyl sales increased by 14 per cent.

According to Andrew Cuddihy, Managing 
Director of the Vinyl Factory, people 
who buy vinyl are collectors. “DJs are just 
one subset of this group. Humans like to 
collect things because it’s enjoyable … it 

gives a sense of context and of history.”
An element of the resurgence can be 

attributed to the cultural capital that comes 
from using the same format that saw Bob 
Dylan’s Highway 61 Revisited and the 
Beatles’ A Hard Day’s Night. Certainly, a 
perusal of the best-selling albums of 2008 
exposes an equal measure of the classic rock, 
re-released under the auspices of Capitol 
Records, and the indie rock genre, with 
Radiohead’s In Rainbows topping the list.  

Riding the wave of renewed interest in 
the 12-inch record, the Marrickville-based 
Vinyl Factory manufactures records for both 
independent and major record labels.

“The audiophiles will bang on for hours about 
vinyl being more faithful reproduction than 
CDs,” says Mr Cuddihy. “But I think there is 
so much more to the whole history of a record, 
its owners, scratches, scuffs, fingerprints and 
dirt. Vinyl has a certain dilapidated charm.”

In 1979, readers of Rolling Stone magazine 
complained about the quality of the recordings, 
bemoaning the “snap, crackle and pop of 
undulating vinyl”. But, it seems that these 
operational oddities will not turn consumers 
off the now appealingly retro format.  

Or perhaps it is more than aesthetics; in 
an era of increasingly sleek and perfected 
formats, something about the vinyl record’s 
very fallibility is appealing. In some ways, 
the imperfections of vinyl echo our own 
position in the digital age: eccentric and 
flawed, but striving towards authenticity.

SSH

A talent explosion is occurring in what is 
becoming Sydney’s hippest neighbourhood 
for interior design – Redfern! Known for 
some time by the more price conscious retro 
furniture cognoscenti, first Regent and 
now Redfern streets are home to several of 
the trendiest shops in the city. Leading the 
way in affordability and style is A Pair of 
Chairs, owned by local resident, Kim Stewart.

Started three years ago, A Pair of Chairs, at 
80 Regent Street, is an eclectic mélange. Edgy 
industrial designs refitted for the urban interior; 
Danish influenced standards reupholstered in 
funky high-quality fabrics; vintage home wares; 
handbags; great art and other unique pieces 
all find a place in the showroom. With an eye 
honed by years in the fashion industry, both 
as a model and manager, and a diploma from 
New York’s Parsons Institute, Stewart brings 
it all together in a way that makes her shop a 
visual feast for the home stylist on a budget.

Stewart, her son Jesse and husband Mitchell 
Baer, a social worker, live upstairs from the shop. 
They feel it gives them a unique insight into 
what can work in a city home. “We love all the 
pieces,” says Stewart. “Some of them have been 
difficult to part with – quite a few have been 
put upstairs because we didn’t have space – and 
we’ve kept them because they’re too fantastic 
to sell.” A discussion between the pair quickly 

ensues and they talk about chairs, sideboards 
and couches which have passed through 
their lives like fondly remembered friends.

The location of the shop, in the heart of 
the city, is central to Stewart’s aesthetic. 
“There is a feeling here in Redfern that you 
can’t get anywhere else in Sydney. It’s the 
place – maybe the last place – where the 
hard-edged uber-cool reality of life is softened 
by a sense of community, neighbourhood 
and affordable comfort.” That description 
could easily be applied to the store itself.

The source of their furniture is a closely 
guarded secret but it’s clear that each item has 
a history in its own right. What elevates A Pair 
of Chairs above “olde wares” or simply antiques 
is the transformation that takes place with 
Stewart’s inspiration and hard work. What had 
been a painted industrial filing unit is now a 
black and buffed steel wardrobe; a set of lockers 
is coaxed into becoming a sideboard; and an 
office cabinet made in France and exported 
to Egypt finds its way to Regent Street to be 
stripped, repaired and shined into a magnificent 
wood and brass glass-fronted kitchen cupboard.

“Just about everything in here is in some 
way a labour of love,” says Stewart. One visit 
to A Pair of Chairs makes that obvious.

A Pair of Chairs is open Wednesday to Saturday 

from 11 to 5, or by appointment. 

www.apairofchairs.com

tel 0416 016 151

Vinyl resurgence – comeback of the 12”

Über cool, with 
affordable comfort

Photo: Dear Dakota / Flickr

Each piece is a labour of love   Photos: Andrew Collis
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The Reviews
Theatre Review 
by Jane Barton 

My Generation 
William Yang 
Commissioned by the 
National Portrait Gallery

William Yang’s 10th performance, My 
Generation, is a fascinating backward 
glance at Sydney in the 70s and 
80s. Yang arrived in Sydney, from 
Brisbane, several months before the 
1969 Stonewall riots. He quickly 
connected with an art crowd that 
included NIDA graduates Kate 
Fitzpatrick, Rex Cramphorne, Robyn 
Nevin and director Jim Sharman. 
Yang’s unobtrusive and modest 
personality meant that he was much 
favoured as an intimate photographer. 
His friendships with Patrick White, 
Brett Whitely and Jenny Kee are 
well documented, and his wry 
commentary gives a sublime unity to 
his work. A little self parody creates 
welcome comic relief as William 
plays the maracas, badly to a brief 
Peter Allen musical interlude. With 
so many performances behind him 
and such a wide body of work, 
Yang has constructed a portrait of 
Sydney personalities and artists that 
goes beyond the superficial. We see 
the evolution of his friendships via 
the lens, as years pass. His social 
commentary is oblique and achieves 
its intent because the juxtaposition 
of photos adds layers of meaning, 
pathos, context and history to a 
wonderful archive of material. Yang 
leaves no doubt about his meticulous 
skill both as photographer and 
cultural commentator. 

 » theatre@ssh.com.au

Film Review 
by Lindsay Cohen 

The Men Who Stare at Goats
Director: Grant Heslov
Starring: George Clooney, 
Ewan McGregor, Jeff Bridges, 
Kevin Spacey
Genre: Few goats, 
lots of staring

So near yet so far. The Men Who 
Stare at Goats is a great title for a film 
but unfortunately there is as little 
staring at goats as there are wacky 
zany doses of surreal adventures. 

Clooney, Bridges and Spacey 
are all almost hilarious and almost 
pathetic at times. But as much as 
they each veer from one to the 
other so does The Men Who Stare 

at Goats fail to really define itself 
as either a screwball comedy or 
a drama with comic relief.

It tries, my how it tries. 
Hippy alternative culture crashes 

headfirst into regimental army 
procedure and where this could have 
been Big Lebowski good it turns 
out more like Three Kings average. 
Coincidentally, Jeff Bridges is in both 
Lebowski and Goats while Clooney 
is in both Three Kings and Goats. 

Lebowski was as oddball and 
weird as Goats probably could have 
been, but instead, being essentially 
a film about the absurdity of war, it 
turns out not to be absurd enough. 
Hence the parallel with Three Kings 
which was also slightly absurd and 
also set in post-war Iraq (although 
admittedly different Gulf Wars). 

So while The Men Who Stare at 
Goats is no Dr Strangelove it’s not 
Apocalypse Now either. That’s not 
necessarily a bad thing, and neither 
is The Men Who Stare at Goats.

Rating: Discount Tuesday, 
1 choc top, medium popcorn 
and a small drink with mind 
altering substances after. 

 » film@ssh.com.au

Music Review 
by Lee Conley

Damn You, Ra
The Holy Soul
Illustrious Artists, 2009

The Holy Soul are working on 
their soul. This, the first line on 
the album, is as confusing as it is 
clarifying. Setting aside practical 
matters (Does it require a Saturday 
morning trip to Bunnings?), we’re 
still left pondering whether it’s 
metaphysical or musical. As lead 
singer Trent Marden growls this 
motif repeatedly, accompanied by 
accordion, the six minutes give 
us time to settle into a gospel tinged 
garage band groove, reminiscent of 
early Birthday Party or the Velvet 
Underground. In fact ‘Working 
On My Soul’ leans pretty hard 
melodically on the Velvets’ ‘I’m 
Waiting For The Man’ – but it’s 
a post hit take: slower, slurred 
and repeating a mantra as if it’s 
both profound and revelatory.

There’s much to like in the bar 
room blues chugging guitar songs. 
Marden declaims like a young Doc 
Neeson, Hunter’s guitars conjure 
lightning and a wiry menace and 
the rhythm section hits the mark 
with raucous and careless lucidity. 
The vibe is warm and spacious. 
Tracks like ‘River’ and ‘I’m Spent’ 
peering through fractured spectacles 
at a dimly lit Sydney landscape.

But everyone wants to be a pirate 
– swaggering, elusive, and singing sea 
shanties. Maybe we should have seen 
it coming with our one good eye, 
but track 4, ‘Just Another Day’, veers 
onto the Seven Seas, Tom Waits 
(Raindogs-era) style, with help from 

saxophonist Ralph Carney – best 
known for his work with …Tom 
Waits. It’s so derivative the vocal 
serves only to make the track anemic. 
This conflation of celtic rolics into 
the blues – something the Pogues 
did with aplomb – is getting tiring 
in the alt folk/rock set, and on Damn 
You, Ra is puzzlingly out of place 
with the Pete Wells/Tex Mex leaning 
guitars and rock swagger. Worst 
offender is album closer, ‘Rosetta’ 
– pretentiously hazy lyric, lazy 
rhyming – and a horrible tip of the 
hat to, of all things, traditional folk 
song, ‘There’s A Hole In The Bucket’. 

It’s a shame, because the Holy 
Soul are rightly heralded as having 
a genuine alternative rock sound. 
When they stay with the trains, 
open roads, cheap hotels, ragged 
guitars, snapback vocal delays, 
contempt for pretense and the 
world weariness of the blues, you 
kinda feel they might work their 
way, dirty fingernails and all, to 
some kind of rock ’n’ roll salvation.

 » music@ssh.com.au

Book Reviews 
by Margaret Vazey 

The Book Thief
Markus Zusak
Picador/Pan Macmillan 
Australia, 2005

This is a truly great book.
The story is about a young girl, 

Liesel Meminger, growing up in 
Nazi Germany prior to, and during, 
the Second World War, in the 
poorer part of the fictional town 
of Molching, on the outskirts of 
Munich, not far from the Dachau 
concentration camp. The everyday 
tragedies and triumphs of survival 
in this harsh world are told with 
humour and sorrow. The reader is not 
spared the horrors of Hitler’s vision 
for his people and its ultimate failure.

The feisty foster child, Liesel, 
proves herself to be a smart girl. 
She cannot read, but is determined 
to master the art: she steals books, 
fights for her self-respect, earns 
the respect of others, recognises 
goodness in the poor, rough, tough 
people who foster her and befriend 
her, and the badness in others.

The narrator is death. Death has no 
surprises for us except for the wonder 
that anyone survived to tell the tale. 
For this story is based on the oral 
history of the survivors: those who 
were on the wrong side of Hitler’s 
vision, those who were not wanted 
in the Third Reich. It honours and 
celebrates the story of the 10 per 
cent of Germans who disagreed 

with Hitler, who endeavoured 
silently and secretly to resist. 

It also reminds us of the 
importance of words: words can 
incite hatred, and twist the facts, 
especially of history. They can stir up 
false pride, and demand allegiance 
to ignoble, spurious causes. They 
can play on our fears to the extent 
that we humans can no longer 
see that deadly emotions, such as 
greed and envy, are sweeping aside 
rational thought and enticing us 
to approve of ghastly, dreadful 
actions, such as “ethnic cleansing”.

In telling this story, the author has 
given us a great, profound book.

HOWZAAAAAT!
Neal Whittle
Littlerock Publishing, 
Erskineville, Australia, 2009
www.littlerock.com.au

This enjoyable story is in two 
parts. Firstly it is the story of 
how a sport, cricket, helped Ravi 
Balakrishnan, a small, lost and lonely 
boy, grow up to the point where he 
could handle racism and bullying 
with a certain equanimity. As a 
migrant to Australia, from London, 
with Indian parents, he was soon 
targeted by the school bullies. He 
observes that no matter where you 
are, this is inevitable. We all come 
across bullies sooner or later. It is a 
problem, and it is essential to one’s 
self-esteem, and sometimes survival, 
to figure out how to deal with them.

 With his parent’s encouragement, 
his eccentric, cricket-mad uncle 
introduces him in a most unusual 
way to the lives of the famous Indian 
cricketers, Kapil Dev and Sunil 
Gavaskar, and to life in general. 
Slowly Ravi comes to grips with 
his situation, and eventually comes 
to a fairly mature assessment of 
what life was demanding of him. 
Part One is written in a lively, 
fresh way, successfully conveying 
a growing boy’s thoughts and 
feelings. It is a great read.

Part Two is more problematic 
in that the book seems to have an 
identity crisis: it is not clear as to 
whether it is fiction, biography or 
autobiography, as the writer’s voice 
changes to represent the thoughts 
of Ravi’s uncle, father and mother. 
This would not seriously matter, 
except that this second part of the 
story makes the claim that faith 
healing, with the help of a mysterious 
herbal concoction, was able to cure 
the very serious blood disorder that 
subsequently afflicted the 12-year-
old Ravi. This story is medically 
challenging from the point of view 

of Western medical practice.
The author invites you to read 

this interesting story, and to 
contact him, via the publisher, 
if it speaks strongly to you.

 

Deer Hunting with 
Jesus: Dispatches from 
America’s Class War
Joe Bageant
Scribe, Melbourne, 
Australia, 2007 (2009)

This is a rip-snorting, incisive, 
challenging account of the 
working class of the USA, and 
why its members keep voting 
for right-wing agendas.

Joe Bageant grew up in the 
poor, white, working class area of 
Winchester, Virginia. Somehow 
he managed to escape the fate 
of most of his contemporaries, 
by becoming college educated, 
“trashing two marriages” (his words), 
and ending up in Australia.

Winchester is Homer 
Simpson’s Springfield. It is 
not such an attractive place in 
the harsh light of reality.

In this real working class town, 
boys drop out of high school, barely 
literate, to become members of the 
armed forces, serve overseas, and 
possibly do unmentionable things 
to “the enemy”. Providing they do 
not come home in body bags, they 
will come home hardened, to spend 
the rest of their lives working long 
hours for low wages in factory jobs. 
They may never own a free-standing 
house, but will be able to mortgage 
themselves enough to buy a trailer 
home, for which they have to rent 
a space in a trailer park. Their wives 
will work too while they raise their 
kids. Both men and women will 
drink lots of beer, over-eat unhealthy 
take-away food, belong to the 
local fundamentalist church, sing 
karaoke, and endlessly watch TV.

 The men will inherit at least 
one gun, and will keep it lovingly 
polished, greased and in good 
working order. They will jealously 
guard the right to be able to defend 
themselves and their families. Any 
money that they have managed to 
save during their life will be whittled 
away in medical expenses, as they 
get older, as there is no safety-net 
for ill health in their society.

This is the life pattern of about 40 
per cent of the American population.

This great, grim, no-holds-barred 
account is both homage to, and 
lament for, the great American 
redneck. It will make you laugh, 
and weep – and tremble.

 » books@ssh.com.au

Request The Mountain on Triple J! (after 6pm)

Call 1300 0555 36 or send a text message to 1975 7 555

SiMon
CaRTeR
The MounTain

new Single from  
Simon Carter (ex-Cops)
Go on, have a listen, go to:  
myspace.com/simoncarteraustralia
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Exposed to the sky 
and the elements 
Artist Profile: Alice Crawford

andrew woodHouSe

 
 Elaine Pelot Syron was born 

into photography. Her father, John 
Crews Pelot, was an American WWI 
documentary photographer, and her 
own passion was ignited during the 
1970s with the genesis of Aboriginal 
legal, medical and land rights. “History 
was happening around me. I responded 
with objective images,” she says.

   
Ms Pelot-Syron’s ouvre retains the 

freshness of enjoying life through the 
eye of the beholder. Candid images 
of Indigenous artists, Kings Cross sex 
workers, the gay and lesbian community, 
and demonstrations all have a golden thread 
of cultural dissent: thinking outside the 
square, not blindly accepting society’s mores 
but querying trends and trajectories.

It is more than retrospective. It’s 
prospective – looking to a better future.

Each carefully crafted image is equal to 
any Cézanne still life or landscape – innovative 
style, use of perspective and composition bear 
a conviction that “there must be no single 
crevice through which the emotion, the 
light or the truth can escape”. Images have 
no dead spaces and radiate tension using 
high definition and strong lead lines.

‘Phoenix’ is a glossy, gutsy, high-impact 
Mardi Gras shot – sheer opera. It’s as 
confronting and cutting as the serrated city 
skylines under which it was captured.

‘Melanie Chillie: a portrait’ is not just a 
photograph; it is a story. Melanie Chillie 
sits on a used car seat in the backyard of the 
late Mum Shirl, distinguished Aboriginal 
Elder. Her 9-year-old, bible-black eyes 
penetrate our smug self-righteousness. 

‘White King’ proves photographs 
aren’t “taken”, they’re seen. A shackled 
Aboriginal, brilliantly dramatised by 
Clinton Nain, is “cleansed” with domestic 
detergent as a metaphor for white 
supremacy. It’s at once frightening and 
foreboding, and a political lightning rod.

These images emanate from enormous 
dedication to their subjects and explain their 
social contexts. They are hymns of praise 
to difference, decadence and diversity.

Thinking Outside The Square:  

A Retrospective (Photographs 1972-2010) 

by Elaine Pelot-Syron 

South Sydney Uniting Church 

56a Raglan Street Waterloo  

Tues-Thu 4.30 to 6pm; Sun 9am to 12 noon 

Until May 20 

Phone Andrew: 0438 719 470

eve GibSon

How long have you lived in Newtown?
I’ve been in Newtown for about five years now. 

I met my partner when we were both in graduate 
school in Pennsylvania. He was very keen to get 
back to Sydney, so I thought I would give it a go.

Why did you decide to move to Newtown?
As an urban person at heart, I like to be 

in a pretty central part of the city. Newtown 
seemed to me to have a fine combination of 
the grit and bustle of the heart of the city, while 
still functioning as a neighborhood, where 
shopkeepers and librarians, etc., know your name 
and you see plenty of people you know on the 
street you can stop and have a chat with once 
you settle in. Also, there are plenty of trees!

What excites you about Newtown?
I suppose what excites me most is the variety of 

characters one is likely to meet on a typical (?) day 
in Newtown. Leaving the house in the morning 
there is always the chance of an encounter with 
someone or something (like an impromptu 
street installation) that offers some kind of visual 
humour or interest, or that might really open 
your eyes in some other way. Also, there is a real 
friendliness to much of Newtown – a person 
can walk the street in mismatched everything, 
hair un-done, carrying a stuffed parrot (as you 
do), and pretty much nobody is going to look 
down their nose at you like you should actually 
be wearing Prada. On the contrary, someone 

might very well engage you (or your stuffed 
parrot) in some kind of amusing conversation.

Is there a theme with your photographs 
(like certain objects you like to photograph)?

I like to photograph things that have some 
kind of humour or uniqueness to them. One 
of the things that is so appealing about a 
neighbourhood like Newtown, as opposed to 
some of the newer areas of any city, is that so 
many of the buildings and neighbourhood 
spots have a real patina of use to them. This 
“used” character makes a neighbourhood 
like this feel human and grounded in an 
ongoing, unfolding history. Unfortunately, I 
have noticed something I call the “curse of 
the un-renovated”: an alarming proportion of 
the quirky, history-smudged buildings I have 
photographed have since undergone renovation, 
and are now – to my eye – far less alluring.  

When did you start taking photos and 
what made you get into doing it? 

I really only started taking photographs 
regularly a few years ago. I took a course long 
ago in darkroom techniques, but otherwise 
am just making it up as I go along. There is 
something about the light in Sydney that was 
inspiring, and also the arrival of children in my 
life made photography much more appealing 
than drawing (which I’ve always done). It’s 
far easier to pick up a camera and shoot than 
it is to sit down and do a concentrated bit 
of drawing when little ones are around.

 Are there any specific techniques 
you use when taking photos?

I am still very fond of film, and of a variety 
of manual and “toy” cameras with which I take 
the bulk of my photographs. There is something 
irreplaceable about the way that a bit of luck 
and randomness imprint themselves on the 
images made this way – the mix of chemicals, 
light, and quirks of the instruments is very 
pleasing to me. I also do a fair amount of 
shooting digital through the viewfinder of old 

“twin lens reflex” cameras like the Duaflex or 
Brownie. This gives a bit of an analog effect, as 
the ground glass warps and smudges the image, 
but without the expense of developing film.

Watch for a show featuring the photographs 

of Alice Crawford at Cinque in Newtown in late 

April. Visit www.flickr.com/photos/aliceblue

In praise of 
difference, 
decadence 
and diversity

‘Abandoned Sunflowers’, 2009   Photo: Alice Crawford

‘The Mounties Always Get Their Man’, Gay Mardi Gras, 1998   Photo: Elaine Syron
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Scott winter

It’s not 
the food in 
your life that 
makes you feel 
alive, it’s the life 
in your food. 

And at Rodizio Brazilian 
“Charrusco” Restaurant, located at 
Shop 20, 23 Norton St Leichhardt, 
you are invited to rejoice in 
owner Chris Allchin’s passion for 
freshness and supreme quality 
throughout every experience of your 
visit – a visit that he promises to 
be vivaciously unforgettable. 

Excite in an “all you can eat” 
authentic Brazilian Churrasco 
BBQ, with up to 18 different 
succulent, superior quality, prime-

cut meats on individual sword-like 
skewers, that you freshly carve at 
your table. All served with their 
unique choice of spicy sauces 
and savoury side dishes. 

Arrive Friday or Saturday 
and expect to be exhilarated 
by a sequined Samba dance to 
the beat of the drum. Capoiera 
cart-wheeling boys heat up your 
dining experience with a high-
energy explosive celebration of 
life and colour. It’s like a succulent 
slice of Rio De Janero carnivale 
in the middle of Leichhardt. 
Not just a carnivorous carnivale, 
the a la carte menu also caters for 
seafood lovers and vegetarians. 

But holding true to the age-
old heritage and traditions of 
the Gauchos (ancient Brazilian 
cowboys), Rodizio’s attentive, warm-

hearted staff go from table to table, 
diner to diner, offering the freshest 
cuts of beef, chicken, lamb and 
chorizo sausage from the authentic 
wood fire Charrusco kitchen. 

“At Rodizio we take quality, 
freshness and generosity of 
spirit to a whole new delicious 
level,” says Allchin, proudly. 
An awesome atmosphere of 
carnivorous colour. Diners, you’ll 
be dazzled. Dance yourself dizzy 
at Rodizio where you’ll be taken 
the closest you can get to the 
barrios of Carnivale without 
boarding a plane. Guaranteed, 
you’ll be full, and dancing, dancing 
in your seats ... if you are lucky 
enough to reserve one that is!

Charrusco 

Shop 20, 23 Norton St Leichhardt

Cruise the most beautiful city harbour in Australia, 
and enjoy the relaxed and friendly company 

of your Aboriginal hosts and crew. 
Phone 02 9699 3491  www.tribalwarrior.org

Sydney HArbour’S 
AutHentiC AboriginAl 

CulturAl CruiSe

Redfern’s purple patch

Carnivorous Carnivale
Rodizio dancers   Photo: Supplied

The South Sydney Uniting Church 
& The South Sydney Herald present  

 

FATHER BOB MAGUIRE
“Poverty – What can be done?”

Hosted by Julie McCrossin

A fundraiser for the SSH

Outspoken South Melbourne parish priest and media personality 
(regular guest on John Safran’s Sunday Night Safran on Triple J),  

Father Bob Maguire, will be dinner speaker at Buon Gusto 
Restaurant in Abercrombie St, Darlington,  

Friday June 18, from 6.30pm.
 

Cost: $60/$70
Bookings: Trevor Davies on 0400 008 338

Visit: www.fatherbob.com.au

Jiggety jig!  Jiggety jog!
Scenes from the RedWater Markets (left) and South Sydney Markets   Photos: Andrew Collis
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WhaT is happening 
in RedfeRn-WaTeRloo?

get the latest from www.redwatch.org.au 

email RWiU@turnbulls.au.com for free email updates 

or call geoff on 9318 0824

advertise in the ssh
“Celebrating the lives of the diverse people of South Sydney, inviting discussion on 

issues of concern and interest, adding encouragement to possibilities for community.”

Partner with the SSH and 30,000 readers who are:
– savvy on a diverse range of issues 

– passionate about the area in which they live 
– looking to support local businesses and people

Affordable rates • Booking Sheet online • www.southsydneyherald.com.au 
adverts@ssh.com.au • 9319 1373 or 0416 048 932

Uniting Churches

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday

Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410

Welcoming people of all ages,

cultural backgrounds,  

sexual orientations and identities.  

Peace with justice, integrity 

of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns & Cambourne Sts 

Glebe

Gathering Sunday 7pm

Free For All/Eight O'Clock Sharp  

Music nights Thu 8pm

Steph Gesling 9518 9413

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday

Rev Ps Doug Clements 

9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St Paddington

Church Open 10am-2pm

1st and 3rd Saturdays

Worship Sunday 7.30pm

Rev. Peter Walker 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10 am Sunday

& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Ultimo University Church
Cnr Bulwara Road and  

Quarry St, Ultimo

Worship 6.30pm Sunday

Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am,  

Bible Study 5pm Sunday

Ps Graham Long 9358 6996

ssh advertising works: 
"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community. Interest 

has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Blindeman, Food Distribution network, Waterloofood distribution network
home delivery of low-cost fresh fruit & vegetables

The Food Distribution Network is a not-for-profit organisation that 
delivers boxes of fresh and inexpensive fruit and vegies to older 
people, people with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDS and 
carers who live in the City of Sydney and need assistance living 
independently at home. For $9 you can have a box of 6-8kg of fruit 
and/or vegies delivered to your door each week or fortnight.  
Please  call 9699 1614 or e-mail enquiries@fdn.org.au for more 
information. These services are funded by the Home and  
Community Care programme and the AIDS Trust of Australia.

BABANA 
Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday 30 April
12-2pm PCYC, Redfern 
Contact: Mark Spinks 9243 3546

BABANA

Redfern

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

150 Broadway, Broadway  
NSW 2007

T: 02 9379 0700  
F: 02 9379 0701

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction 
NSW 2022 

T: 02 9369 5221 
F: 02 9369 5225

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Verity Firth MP 
State Member for Balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina Keneally MP 
State Member for Heffron

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166  
F: 02 9699 8222

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Clover Moore MP 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington  
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053  
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Carmel Tebutt MP 
State Member for Marrickville

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville  
NSW 2204

T: 02 9558 9000  
F: 02 9558 3653

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Waterloo Recycling Workshop
Workshop and market open Fridays 9am-12pm.

Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo (lower car park).
Affordable furniture and household goods.

Donations gladly received (no white goods or electrical apps).

Volunteers welcome (phone Naomi on 0407 576 098).

SATURDAY ART CLASS
South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)
12-4pm Sat April 10 & 24

More information 
phone 8399 3410.

All materials provided.
Previous & new participants welcome.

Gold coin donation.

Photo: Andrew Collis

Financial Counselling Inner City

St John's Anglican Church
231 Victoria St, Darlinghurst

The Factory Community Centre
67 Raglan St, Waterloo

By appointment only
Phone (02) 8362 3700

The Adult Stem Cell Foundation presents
A FREE PUBLIC AWARENESS MEETING

Saturday the 24th of April from 11am-1.30pm
REDFERN COMMUNITY CENTRE, 29 Hugo St, Redfern

ALL WELCOME

Come and hear why our most eminent scientists 
are so excited by the latest developments in 

research trials and treatments.

Information & bookings: ring Peter on 0403 722 302.
Light refreshments will be served.

Many families in our community are in dire need of assistance.

The 12 local St Vincent de Paul Conferences meet this need all year by visiting 
homes and giving all kinds of help to those in need – including help with essential 
household goods and assistance with utilities bills. The Society also distributes 

thousands of care parcels to local families and individuals as well. If you would like 
to contribute foodstuffs to these parcels, or clothes, kitchen-wares or toys, you can 
drop them in to your local Vinnies shop or at the Society's Sydney Regional Council 

at 317 Cleveland St, Redfern. 

For assistance phone 9690 5600, Monday to Friday – 9am to 3pm.
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Eora Sports, Arts & Recreation Centre 
180 George Street, Redfern NSW 
Ph: 1300 866 761   www.ncie.org.au 

Eora Sports, Arts and Recreation Centre 

Come play professionally 
run and seriously fun 
community sports 
competitions at the NCIE! 
 

Enjoy sports competitions 
on our indoor sports courts 
and outdoor sporting field. 
Everybody is welcome at 
the Eora ‘SARC’!  www.ncie.or

 Netball 
 Basketball 
 Touch Football 
 Indoor Soccer 

Sports Competitions 
at the NCIE 

Mascot 

St Peters Green Square
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