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Pushed to the
wayside by New
Mardi Gras
norrie mAy-welby

“UFOs bring love” was the message
on the Raelians float in the 2008 New
Mardi Gras parade. The Raelians are a
cult that believes humans were created
by alien intervention, as revealed by
French race-car journalist and driver
Claude Vorilhon, now known as Raël.
“Love over hate” is the slogan of the
Wayside Chapel, which gives practical
care and support to many gay and sex
or gender diverse people on the streets
of Kings Cross, but unlike the Raelians,
they won’t be allowed in the parade
this year.

Mardi Gras, 2004 Photo: Elaine Pelot Syron

New Mardi Gras has tightened the
parade entry conditions, for the first
time charging community groups, and
excluding at least two groups for “not
meeting its guidelines”, the Wayside
Chapel and Animal Liberation, while
allowing in the Raelians, and, of course,
corporate floats IKEA, et al.
New Mardi Gras CEO, Michael Rolik,
said, “We really are at capacity if we want
to continue to have a safe parade. We have
had to impose a restriction in the total
number of participants in each entry for
the first time. We have also had to be more
stringent in applying our guidelines for
entries. That has meant in a number of
cases knocking back organisations that
have previously been able to get into the
parade but whose agenda has always
been about issues other than gay pride.
Ultimately that is what our parade exists
for and it will continue to be our foremost
concern going forward”.
Rev. Graham Long of the Wayside
Chapel said: “It is true that Wayside will

be out of the Mardi Gras for the first time
in anyone’s memory. I understand that
the parade has grown to a point where
organisers are finding some difficulties
managing due to insurance implications
as well as physical logistics. The organisers
have my full sympathy.”
He added: “We are disappointed and
I suspect we were one of the few floats
that actually involved gay and lesbian
street people in the event. I hope someone
notices the loss to the event this year and
finds a way to include us again next year.”
Lynda Stoner, known to many in
the gay community from the TV show
Prisoner, and now an organiser for Animal
Liberation, told the SSH: “Mardi Gras
was always a time for inclusion and a
joyful celebration of diversity, unity and
inclusion. A time when we could all come
together whether our floats were fluffy
and fun or contained a more serious
message which highlighted the fact that
GLBT [Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender]
community come from all walks of life and
who work in all fields and who often fight
for causes in addition to those of GLBT.”
SX (a Sydney gay weekly) journalist
Peter Hackney uploaded a story about
the Animal Liberation ban onto the SX
website last month, but it was taken down
within a day by order of the publisher,
Evolution Publishing, which is an official
S
media partner of New Mardi Gras.
Disclaimer: norrie mAy-welby has
marshalled, marched and danced in
the parade for over 20 years, including
the award-winning David Hicks float
which wasn’t at all specifically about
gay pride, just camp sensibilities
responding to the world we live in.
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“I want to adopt, but can’t because I’m gay”
Georgia Flynn

When the celebrity supporters of the
Wear It With Pride campaign gathered
on the steps of the Sydney Opera
House in February, they celebrated
the advances made towards codifying
the recognition of same-sex couples at
a Federal level. While the 85 reforms
made to the Commonwealth law in 2009
may mark a shifting tide of nationwide
sentiment, the NSW Government
remains unwilling to provoke a political
maelstrom by amending the state’s
adoption laws.
It was July 2009 when the NSW
Standing Committee on Law and Justice
released the final report on its six-month
inquiry into adoption by same-sex
couples. The central recommendation
is measured, with the Committee
advocating that “the Adoption Act 2000…
be amended to allow same-sex couples to
adopt, but [with] an exemption from the
application of the Anti-Discrimination Act
1977…for faith-based adoption agencies.”
Nonetheless, another six months
elapsed before the Minister for
Community Services, the Hon. Linda
Burney MP, praised the Committee’s
conduct and advised them that their
findings would be disregarded. “Adoption
by same-sex couples is a sensitive issue
for the community,” she says. “The
Government’s primary concern will
always be what is in the best interests
of children.
“However, I am also aware that
there are very deeply held, divergent
views on this issue and that is why a
decision on this matter will not be
taken at this stage. The report from
the inquiry has highlighted just how
sensitive and polarising this issue is for
the community.”
It takes no more than a perusal of the
submissions made to the inquiry to see
how divisive the issue is. For human
rights groups and LGBT activities, the
adoption laws of NSW discriminate

Curtis Dickson Photo: Ali Blogg

against same-sex couples. As a result,
the submissions presented to the inquiry
related to the rights of parents and the
problematic perception that same-sex
couples are not fit to adopt. Articulating
the argument on the other side of the
spectrum, a vocal cohort of religious
organisations offered submissions ranging
from single-line statements – “This
legislation must not be passed because
it is not natural and is against the Word
of God” – to more hefty contributions
endorsing the traditional gender roles of
a mother and father.
While the NSW Government may
wish to avoid alienating either side of
the debate, for Curtis Dickson, 24, the
issue is about planning for the future.
“At some point in the future, my partner
and I would like to have children,” Mr
Dickson says. “We’ve been together for

about five-and-a-half years.”
The Leichhardt resident believes that
those sectors of society that resist any
changes made to the adoption laws are
relying on an old-fashioned view of the
family. “The whole argument seems to be
premised on the idea you need a mother
and father because men and women do
different things,” he says. “Actually, both
my parents work and do equal amounts
of housework and child-rearing.”
For activists on a national level,
NSW is lagging behind states that
have adopted more liberal policies on
adoption. “Excluding same-sex couples
from the right to adopt hurts not only
those couples, but also the children who
are being denied a loving, stable home
and the ‘step-children’ who are being
denied the full legal recognition of both
their parents,” says Gabi Rosenstreich,

Executive Director of the National LGBT
Health Alliance.
“This impacts on their well-being and
sends the wrong messages out to wider
society that same-sex couples and their
families are somehow inferior. ACT,
WA and many other parts of the world
have shown that the sky doesn’t fall in
if lesbian and gay couples can adopt.”
“I understand that some people will
be unhappy with this decision,” says
Minister Burney. “But let me assure
them that this issue will continue to
be discussed. The door is not closed
on this.”
For his part, Mr Dickson is not
optimistic about the chances of progress
being made. “[The NSW Government]
can’t do a back-flip. They want to project
an image that they are strong and made
S
the right decision.” 

Anger over M5 in Alexandria
Rita Mu

Alexandrians are just as outraged
as Tempe residents about NSW
Government plans to build a new
arterial road from the M5 east tunnel
to the airport and inner-southern
Sydney. Residents are unhappy about
the lack of information about the new
road and have said that there is “not
enough time” for community feedback.
The new arterial road, part of M5
corridor expansion, was announced
last November.
Resident Peter Stickels of Lawrence
Street in Alexandria said he only found
out about the plans in January this year
after talking to a friend living in Tempe.
“The lack of information that existed up
until now is a real concern because we
haven’t had the chance that we should
have had to look into the plan properly
and comment on it.”
The M5 project aims to reduce traffic
congestion and travel times for commuters
from the south-west. A route between the
M5 east tunnel and Campbell Road in St
Peters has been proposed for the new
arterial road.
Mr Stickels, who has lived in
Alexandria for around 20 years, said that
an arterial road so close to Sydney Park
and residential areas would impact on
the quality of lifestyle in Alexandria and
surrounding suburbs.
“The roads such as Mitchell, Sydney
Park, Euston Roads and King Street
are already congested and don’t have
the capacity to take the extra cars this
new [arterial] road is going to deliver.

Residents protest M5 expansion Photo: Ali Blogg

This road may be being built to improve
capacity in other parts of the road network
but no one seems to be thinking about
what impact it will have on these roads.
In a residential area, the extra noise, air
pollution and gridlock are going to be
unbearable.”
The deadline for feedback on the M5
Corridor expansion was extended by three
weeks to March 12 last month [February]
after pressure from the community.
Mr Stickels said the new deadline
was “good news but not long enough”
because the details of two other major
road projects which could potentially feed

traffic into the inner south Sydney area
would not be released until the end of
March, making the deadline to submit
feedback on the M5 project unreasonable.
“I’m concerned that they’re asking
us to make these submissions without
knowledge of the plans for other roads
in the area,” Mr Stickels said. Mr
Stickels believed that improved public
transport would be a better solution
to the congestion on the M5. “If you
had better public and freight transport
connections between the south-west
and city – particularly if you took away
the commuter traffic off the M5 in the

morning and evening peaks, there might
not even be a need to widen the M5.”
NSW Minister for Transport and Roads,
David Campbell, said that no road plans
had been confirmed and community
consultations about the M5 corridor
expansion would continue for at least 18
months.
“The RTA will continue to meet
with residents, the airport and other
stakeholders to examine the issues and
possible options. The RTA in partnership
with the community will assess all options
before making a final decision,” Mr
S
Campbell said.
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The youth of today

Tending to
the future
Brendan Wong

The Bourke Street Public School Kitchen
Garden is a successful project that has
increased awareness of the need for
sustainability. Principal Peter Johnston
said the garden had met with positive
and enthusiastic reactions throughout
the school. “The garden has proved to be
a real-life hands-on activity [whereby]
students observe, record, investigate, learn
and experiment on a daily basis,” he said.
The community, too, is watching the school’s
gardening progress. Mr Johnston said:
“Neighbours will often stop as they pass the
school and comment on how impressive it looks
and how it has enhanced our school landscape.”
The garden was established in November
last year to educate students about their
environment and to build partnerships with
other schools, preschools and the community.
Bourke Street Public School was selected
as the ideal location for a community
garden because it is located near to other
inner-city schools and the new Surry Hills
Neighbourhood Centre. The garden also
has a large kitchen facility available to other
schools for food preparation and cooking.
Lord Mayor Clove Moore, who attended
the official opening ceremony of the
Kitchen Garden, called it an excellent
example of working together to achieve a
common goal. “A garden like this teaches
us about sustainability, about growing

This article is kindly
sponsored by:

Appetite Cafe

82c Regent St, Redfern
ph 9699 4069

our own food near to home and avoiding
wasteful transport costs,” she said.
Mr Johnston said the garden had been a
springboard to learning in many curriculum
areas from art to mathematics. “As the children
experience growing plants, their minds become
more inquisitive and the children raise questions
that are meaningful and initiate investigation,”
he said. “They learn that there are many
ways to find answers to their questions.”
Although the garden is still in its early
stages, students are quickly learning to
solve various problems associated with
gardening. The children are adopting
behaviours and practices that protect the
environment and learning principles of
ecologically sustainable development.
The school’s P&C is supportive of the garden
and its inception has resulted in an increase in
parents’ involvement at the school. The school
canteen is also taking advantage of the garden
by preparing a variety of meals made from
vegetables and fruit harvested by the children.
The development garden is not yet
completed, as changes will be taking place over
the coming months. The school’s front gardens
will be refurbished and winter plants grown.
Rain tanks are scheduled for installation later in
the year, with plans for a bush tucker garden.
The school is trying to reduce its
carbon footprint and educate students in
environmental care. “We have always been
a friendly school,” says Principal Johnston,
“but now we are becoming eco-friendly”.

Dean, Chai, Angela and Jessica tend the garden Photo: Ali Blogg

A fundraiser for the

Surry Hills Neighbourhood Centre
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ADVERTISEMENT

Tanya Plibersek MP
Member for Sydney

Happy Mardi Gras!
Mardi Gras is the season for celebration of LGBT
communities, showcasing our wonderful city and
bringing thousands together in the name of diversity.
In Australia, we have much to celebrate, with the federal
government embarking on the biggest same sex law

Sylvie Ellsmore and Ben Spiers-Butcher Photo: Ali Blogg

Sydney housing “severely unaffordable”
Rita Mu

Sydney has been ranked as one of
the least affordable places in the world
to buy a home, according to the latest
Demographia annual international
housing affordability survey. The
results of the survey released in January
rated Sydney housing as “severely
unaffordable”.
The survey involved 272 markets in six
countries including Australia, the United
Kingdom and the United States. Sydney
came in second worst on the housing
affordability scale, following Canadian city,
Vancouver.
According to the latest reports by
property research group, RP Data Rismark,
the median price of a Sydney house over the
December quarter in 2009 was $600,000,
up 10.6 per cent on the same period in
2008. The median price of a Sydney unit
was $430,000, up 13 per cent on the same
period in 2008.
Chief Executive Officer, Aaron Gadiel,
of property development lobby group,
Urban Taskforce, said that home ownership
had become increasingly out of reach for
Sydneysiders because of escalating housing

prices. “Sydney’s level of home ownership
is now lower than every Australian capital
city, bar Darwin,” Mr Gadiel said.
NSW Save Our Suburbs President, Tony
Recsei, echoed this sentiment. “It has put
owning a home out of the reach of many,
many people: most young people and the
underprivileged will never be able to own
their own home.”
Newtown couple, Ben Spiers-Butcher and
Sylvie Ellsmore, who began looking for a
house to buy last year in Redfern-Darlington
said house prices went “berserk”. “It was
extremely stressful going along to auctions
where prices would invariably go a lot
higher than what anyone said they would
before the auctions,” Mr Spiers-Butcher
said.
“I remember going to one place where
we turned up and they said it’d probably
go for $560,000 – it went for $720,000 –
that was in Darlington. Our last option,
the real estate guy was saying it’d go for
$600,000 – it went for $890,000 – that was
in Redfern on George Street. At that point
we just gave up.”
The couple found themselves looking
to buy a house when they were evicted
from their rental property in Redfern after
questioning why the rent had suddenly

jumped 25 per cent.
Mr Gadiel said the lack of housing
development was to blame for expensive
housing prices. “Sydney’s skyrocketing
home prices and high rents are the inevitable
result of low rates of housing construction.
The rate of new home production [in NSW],
per head of population, has halved in the
last five years,” he said. “We need to see
local councils and government making
decisions to approve new development.”
A spokesperson for the NSW Minister for
Planning said that the Demographia survey
conveyed a misleading picture of housing
affordability in Sydney.
“The survey only covered houses – not
units, which make up more than a third
of Sydney’s residential stock. In most US
cities, houses tend to be located much
further away from the CBD than they are
in Sydney.”
The NSW Government Metropolitan
Strategy estimates that Sydney will need
640,000 more homes by 2031. There are
plans for 50,000 homes to be built in
the next decade in Sydney City and in
the east and inner-west, including Green
Square, Redfern-Waterloo and Central Park
(former Carlton and United Breweries site
S
in Broadway). 

reform in our history. In our first year of government,
we reviewed, and made amendments to over 80 pieces
of legislation, to make same sex couples and their
families equal.
The passing of these reforms to federal legislation
was one of the proudest moments of my time in the
Australian Parliament.
The reforms amended 85 Commonwealth laws to
eliminate discrimination against same sex couples and
their children in a wide range of areas, including social,
security, taxation, Medicare, veteran’s affairs, workers’
compensation, educational assistance, superannuation,
family law and child support.
In taxation, same sex couples, from the beginning of
this financial year (1 July 2009), will be able to take
advantage of the same tax concessions available to
other couples and families.
For the PBS and Medicare safety nets, same sex
families can now register for each of these as a family,

Afghan local laments track record on war
Rebecca LeMay

It is not surprising that Sharhrnaz
Rafi feels apprehensive about returning
to Afghanistan next month. With over
2,400 civilian deaths and 520 troop
casualties, the last year has been the
deadliest since Coalition forces invaded
in 2001.
Shahrnarz has just completed a Masters
in Law at UTS as part of a UNIFEM
program which assists Afghani women
to complete their education in Australian
universities. Currently there are no
facilities for people to complete degrees
higher than Bachelor in Afghanistan.
“Education is a major problem for
Afghanistan, so any organisation that is
supporting education is playing a huge
role. Education is the key to changing
Afghanistan and any support in this area
is greatly appreciated,” she said.
Before the occupation, Shahrnarz spent
eight years in Pakistan as a refugee, but
since her return she has been dismayed by
the lack of progress and the disintegration
of the situation. “It was a happy decision
for us to return initially. There was lots
of hope …We thought there would be
peace security, education, development
and reconstruction because now we had
the attention of the whole world,” said
Shahrnarz. “But as time passed, and
especially in these two or three recent
years, things have changed towards the
negative.”
Although she believes there may still
be a need for some kind of security

presence, she also says that the Coalition
policies are fuelling the conflict. “The
international community has focused
mainly on the military aspect, but focus
on civil areas has been quite limited,” said
Shahrnarz. “Normal people are joining
the Taliban because they are starving
and have no employment opportunities.
The civilian casualties are also another
reason.”
This year the Obama Administration
committed an extra $33 billion to fund
a 50,000-strong troop surge set to bring
troop numbers to 150,000 in August.
This is compared to only $2.1 billion on
aid in 2009. Australia also massively
expanded its military spending by 21 per
cent last year, increasing its spending in
Afghanistan to 1.2 billion. Yet, according
to an AUS-aid report, our humanitarian
commitment is only $53 million.
“Instead of just increasing the forces,
the international community should
focus more on civil areas like establishing
factories, providing more jobs, building
hospitals, schools and encouraging
education in more rural areas,” said
Shahrnarz.
Having graduated with a Masters,
Shahrnarz knows she is one of the
lucky few. She says she does not want
to diminish the struggle of women and
their achievements since the fall of the
Taliban, but she is concerned that the
majority of women still have no access
to education or adequate health services.
“Women have achieved a lot, they are
active in the society, there are women in
the parliament, they have joined schools,

but the achievement of women is limited
to Kabul and a few surrounding areas
and there is always a threat to their
lives,” she said. “There is [also] another
threat because the government wants to
negotiate with the Taliban which will end
up with many compromises to the limited
achievements of women.
“Women in Afghanistan are the main
victims of the war. They have become
widows, they have to carry their orphans
and maternal mortality is the second
highest the world. There are still lots
of issues, lots of challenges and lots of
restrictions on women’s lives,” she said.
US President Barak Obama is due to
visit Sydney next month, but his poor
track record has tarnished his “Mr Nice
Guy” image. Local anti-war group, the
Stop The War Coalition (STWC), along
with other humanitarian and peace
groups, are planning to “welcome” Mr
Obama with a barrage of criticism for
the escalation in Afghanistan and other
conflict zones around the globe.
“Obama is a war president. He’s scaling
up the war in Afghanistan and pushing
it deeper into Pakistan. The trillions
being spent on killing should be put into
grass-roots, community reconstruction
efforts, and social and environmental
programs at home,” said Ms Pip Hinman,
spokesperson for the STWC.
“When he was elected I had tears of
happiness in my eyes because of the
different policies he would have on
Afghanistan,” said Shahrnaz. “But in
the year that he has been the president I
S
haven’t seen any changes.” 

and access the benefits they provide.
Changes to Migration Regulations mean that same-sex
couples and their children will be counted as a family
for visa purposes, in the same way that other families
are considered.
For those who are not aware of their new rights
and responsibilities, I’d encourage you to go to the
Attorney General’s website, www.ag.gov.au, for a
more comprehensive view of the reforms.
And Happy Mardi Gras!

Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP
Labor Member for Sydney
111-117 Devonshire St,, Surry Hills NSW 2010
9357 6366 | Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au
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The good stuff in my veggies
By Angelique Watkins
Common fears for those
considering vegetarianism: How
do I get my protein? Will I get
enough iron? Will I get enough
calcium? What about B12?
The short answer is “yes”.
There is no reason you would
be deficient in any essential
vitamins and minerals from
eating a balanced vegetarian
diet.
It is easy to get plenty of
protein from eating legumes
such as beans, peas and lentils,
seeds, nuts, soy products and
whole grains. Baked beans are
a great comfort food packed full
of protein, are rich in iron, folate
and fibre. As most of us know,
green leafy vegetables contain
plenty of iron, the darker the
better. Iron can also be found in
soybeans (and in other beans to
a lesser extent), lentils, tempeh
and tofu and sesame seeds
amongst other sources.
Spinach is also high in
calcium. Other sources of
calcium are collard greens,
kale, broccoli, carrots, oranges,
raisins and dates.
High milk-consuming
countries such as Australia
have much higher rates of
diseases such as osteoporosis,
than do countries where little
to no milk is consumed. The
calcium contained in milk is

difficult for the body to absorb
due to it combining with
phosphorous (high in cow’s
milk), inhibiting the body’s
absorption of the calcium. The
proteins in milk also speed
up the excretion of calcium.
Plant-based calcium sources
are readily absorbed into the
body and tend to include other
vitamins and minerals also.
Getting adequate B12 is a
little trickier. It is reported to be
in foods such as tempeh, miso
and sea vegetables, and in small
amounts in other vegetables,
however these sources may
not be reliable. One reliable
source is nutritional yeast, a
kind of food yeast grown on
molasses and comes in the
form of yellow flakes (ensure to
check the packet to ensure the
brand contains active vitamin
B12). Other reliable sources that
should be consumed are B12
fortified foods such as soy milks,
cereals and meat substitutes.
Eating veggies (and fruit and
legumes of course) and avoiding
meat and dairy, you will
obtain your essential nutrients
and avoid health problems
associated with animal-based
foods.
Get adventurous with your
veggies! You’ll be surprised
at many tasty and interesting
recipes and dishes out there!

Column sponsored by

BADDE MANORS CAFE
Vegetarian (and vegan), multicultural and eclectic
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1/37 Glebe Point Road, Glebe NSW 2037
Tel 9660 3797 • baddemanorscafe.com

Jenny Macklin presents a copy of the Apology Photo: Andrew Collis

Minister visits Centre of
Indigenous Excellence
SSH

The Minister for Indigenous Affairs,
Jenny Macklin, recently visited the
new Centre of Indigenous Excellence
in Redfern. It is, of course, a national
project. Apart from some heckling
by those present in relation to the
continuing Federal Government
National Intervention Programme, the
Minister was well received.
While there, she explored the new
Centre, shared a barbecue and presented
the family of a well-known member of
the Stolen Generations with a framed
copy of the National Apology to
Australia’s Indigenous people.
Uncle Victor Morgan, who was born
on the New South Wales north coast and
was removed from his family when he

306 Abercrombie St (Cnr Shepherd)
Chippendale NSW 2008
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or at elizabethjmunro@bigpond.com

safe home he never had.”
Ms Macklin said Mr Morgan was
well known in the local community
and had worked for the South Sydney
Council for 40 years. She believes that
the anniversary of the Apology is an
important reminder of our country’s
commitment to reset the relationship
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
people.
“By acknowledging the past, so
many doors have opened up for
new relationships that didn’t seem
possible before,” Ms Macklin said. “I
encourage all Australians to remember
the fantastic goodwill that flowed
through the community at the time of
the Apology. It is something we should
never forget.” ,The Prime Minister,
Kevin Rudd, will shortly be formally
S
opening the Centre.

What price sweet water?
Rebecca LeMay

Assure
Psychology

was five, spent most of his life in South
Sydney. He recently passed away, and
his son Victor and nephews Richard,
Michael and Shane, received the copy
of the Apology on his behalf at a
community barbeque in Redfern on the
eve of the anniversary of the Apology.
“Uncle Victor was taken from his
family when he was five years old and
was sent first to Bomaderry on the
south coast and then to the infamous
Kinchella Boys Home. Until his death
he was the oldest surviving Kinchella
boy,” Ms Macklin said.
“Like many Aboriginal boys, Uncle
Victor’s life at Kinchella was harsh
and cruel. But, despite being robbed
of his own childhood, at the age of 18
he found his family and then dedicated
his life to giving his own children and
dozens of foster children, the loving,

Desalinated water pumped from the
new plant in Kurnell, via the main
at Erskineville, is well and truly in
the mix. While local residents have
delivered a verdict on the taste of
the new water, the jury is still out on
whether the plant will deliver water to
households at a palatable price.
The NSW Government believes that it
was an essential insurance policy against
unreliable rainfall and the needs of the
growing population. But Greens MP,
John Kaye, believes the plant will be a
financial burden on NSW households
for years to come and that alternative
sources of water, such as demand
reduction programs combined with
recycling sewerage for non-drinking
purposes, would be more fiscally and
environmentally responsible.
In response, the Minister for Water,
Phil Costa says: “We know from climate
change research that we’re going to have
longer periods of hot, dry weather. The
NSW Government’s Metropolitan Water
Plan is our comprehensive plan to secure
Sydney’s drinking supplies through

dams, recycling, desalination and water
efficiency … but ultimately we need a
source that is independent of rainfall –
and desalination provides us with that.”
The plant will operate at full capacity
for two years as part of a running-in
period. After that, a decision will need
to be made about when to operate the
plant and when to leave it idle. Mr
Kaye says the Government has already
floated the idea that it will turn it on
whenever dam levels fall below 70 per
cent. “That’s almost always,” he says.
“The Warrigamba Dam is the largest
freshwater water storage facility in the
Southern Hemisphere and 70 per cent is
a huge amount of water,” said Mr Kaye.
“There is a recent period between July
1998 and January 2002 when levels were
above 70 per cent [but] for almost all
of the dam’s operational history, levels
have been below 70 per cent.”
According to a detailed report, the cost
of pumping water from the plant is about
60c per kilolitre, so at 250 ML a day, the
costs will be about $45 million dollars a
year or $360 million dollars over eight
years. This is in addition to the $1.9
billion cost of building the plant.
“We pay the Sydney Catchment

Authority about a quarter of that amount
per kilolitre. It’s a substantial amount
of money we would be wasting. This
is an ongoing debate the Government
wants to bury because they’ll have to
admit they made a mistake if the plant
sits idle,” said Mr Kaye. “We’ve just had
a very big rainstorm here in Sydney.
We’re probably up around 55-60 per
cent so we’re a long way away from
needing it.”
However, Mr Costa said that there
is currently no trigger set to run the
desalination plant.
“How the Desalination Plant will run
after the two-year proving period will be
determined in the Metropolitan Water
Plan and will be based on rainfall and
dam levels. [The plan] is currently under
review, as it is every four years, to take
into account the most up-to-date figures for
climatic outlook and projection growth,”
said Mr Costa.
Mr Kaye says the jury is still out on
Sydney’s overall water management
plan which he believes should focus on
efficiency and recycling. “We absolutely
have to go for those things which are
cheapest and which inflict the least
damage on the environment,” he said.S
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Those pesky power bills

Listening to community concerns Photo: Andrew Collis

Alexandrians fear giant car park
Flint Duxfield

Alexandria residents fear their
suburb is at risk of becoming “a giant
car park” as Chanel Seven moves into
its newly built offices at the Australian
Technology Park (ATP).
With the ATP charging for parking
within its grounds, residents say that
workers in the new buildings are opting
to park for free in nearby streets, making
it difficult for locals to find a park.
“The whole of Alexandria is turning
into a giant car park,” said Martin
Bramble, a resident of Alexandria for
13 years. “It’s getting really hard to find
a park in our streets because Pacific
Magazines, Channel Seven and Global
Television have realised that the parking
in Alexandria is free.”
The concerns come just as the Redfern
Waterloo Authority (RWA) announced a
$16.50 increase in the monthly parking
rate at the ATP to $181.50, the first
increase in four years.
Seven began moving into its new
offices on January 4 and expects to have
around 2,000 employees and upwards
of 1,000 audience members visiting the
site daily when the new studios become
fully operational. 1,600 car spaces are
planned for the Technology Park, which
could have up to 10,000 people visiting
it each day if the site is fully developed
as planned.
Mr Bramble said the ATP should
provide enough free parking for
everybody that could come to the site.
But a spokesperson for the RWA said
that revenue from the car park “is an
essential part of the viability of the ATP”.
The RWA spokesperson said that visitors
may park at the ATP for half an hour for
free but providing free all-day parking
would discourage the use of public
transport to the site.
While the spokesperson said the 1,600
car parks would be “more than adequate”
for the site, the RWA is assessing the

parking issues in nearby streets. “The
Australian Technology Park is currently
in the process of engaging a qualified
and experienced traffic consultant
to investigate parking issues and to
develop appropriate parking strategies
for consideration by the City of Sydney,”
she said in a written statement.
But NSW Greens MLC, Sylvia Hale,
who has been helping the residents with
their concerns, says conducting a traffic
assessment now is too little, too late. “It’s
extraordinary that after the development
has occurred the RWA can then go and
say that it is doing a traffic assessment
and expect the residents to believe it is
taking the issue seriously.”
“Either the companies running the
studio audience should pay for people to
park at the ATP otherwise the businesses
there should pay a levee in order to
encourage their employees and visitors
to park on site rather than in residential
streets,” she said.
A permit-based parking system in local
streets has also been raised as a way of
addressing the issue, but residents say it
would cause more problems.
“I don’t own a car, several people in
our street don’t own a car and so the
Council won’t give us a parking permit
which means that when we borrow or
hire a car there is no where we could
park it,” said Kyran Lynch, a resident of
Alexandria for 20 years.
“Several of our streets are too narrow
for RTA guidelines so we’d lose parking
down one side of the street if restricted
parking came in,” said Richard Does of
Lyne Street. “Even if we do have nine-tofive restricted parking, it doesn’t restrict
the evening parking which could be
considerable given that Chanel Seven
will be running 24/7.”
Mr Does said the aircraft warning lights
on top of the building and the recently
approved Chanel Seven illuminated
logo were also a concern for Alexandria
residents who feel they have been
excluded from the consultation process.

“Our backyards look out at this
building. One night you have starry skies,
the next we’ll have a giant corporate
billboard. The problem wouldn’t have
been so bad if they’d kept to the eight
storeys in the original master plan ... it
would have been hidden by the trees,”
he said.”
Sylvia Hale said the decision to
increase the maximum building height
to 12 storeys revealed a conflict of interest
in the planning process. “Chanel Seven
has been permitted to build a building
so high that it goes into airspace and
requires these lights to be placed on top
which impact on local residents. It’s
clearly a case where the interest of the
developers has been put ahead of the
interest of the surrounding community.”
A community consultation session was
arranged in December last year by the
RWA after a petition signed by around
200 residents was delivered to the RWA,
City of Sydney and the NSW Department
of Planning highlighting residents’
concerns about the development.
While some residents commended
the RWA for arranging the meeting,
many were critical of the RWA for not
advising Alexandria residents about the
session and failing to follow up on their
concerns.
“It was excellent to see really good
representatives were there, but we still
haven’t seen our issues dealt with,” said
Lyne Street resident, Desley Hass.
“No-one in Alexandria got an invitation
and if it wasn’t for us doing door-to-door
letter drops, people wouldn’t have known
about it,” said Richard Does.
Because Alexandria is outside the
bounds of the RWA operational area,
only those residents within 50 metres of
the ATP boundary are directly informed
about developments at the Technology
Park. “The fact that the Alexandria
residents are so annoyed and surprised
shows how pathetic the notification
process around this development has
S
been,” said Mr Does. 

Match of the day
SSH

Every Thursday afternoon, it all
comes together at the Newtown
Neighbourhood Centre.
Centrelink, Housing NSW, Inner West
Tenants’ Service and the Aboriginal
Women’s Legal Centre are all holding
outreach services at the same time in the
same place. It is the start of a one-stop
shop at the Newtown Neighbourhood
Centre where people will be able to
solve a wide variety of issues and get

the assistance they need.
“Having Housing NSW, legal advice,
tenancy rights, aboriginal services and
Centrelink all on hand makes it so
convenient. It enables people to resolve
many issues, even complex matters
where you need one agency to talk to
another,” says Lisa Burns of the Newtown
Neighbourhood Centre.
The afternoon event is called the Match
because the aim is to match a person
to the services and supports they need.
Over the months ahead, the Newtown
Neighbourhood Centre is hoping to add

other services to the Match. “We want
to make Match the place where people
can go to take care of all their business,”
explains Ms Burns.
The Match is held on Thursdays from
2-4pm. The Newtown Neighbourhood
Centre is located at 1 Bedford Street,
Newtown in the old Town Hall building
of Newtown across the street from the
S
train station.
For more information contact the Newtown
Neighbourhood Centre at 9516 4755.

There has been a fair amount of talk
about the rising cost of electricity
and, indeed, friends who do home
visits for the St Vincent de Paul
Society to assess how they can
help people, are reporting seeing
bills around the $300 mark. That
seems fairly excessive. I now have
a power bill of $178 where it used
to be about $95. I can afford to
pay, but it’s a bit difficult and
I’ll take advice and cut back on
power usage – a lesson I should
have learnt ages ago. If you can’t
afford to pay don’t leave it till the
last moment. Contact your energy
provider and, if they can’t or won’t
help, you should contact the Energy
and Water Ombudsman, otherwise
known as Ewon, on 1800 246 545.

Tony Abbot in Glebe
On Thursday March 25, Talking
Heads at the Toxteth sounds like
serious fun. It starts at 6.30pm in
the function room of the Toxteth
Hotel, Glebe. Meredith Burgmann
will read Tony Abbott quotes from
the Ernie’s. Larissa Behrendt,
Eva Cox and Tanya Plibersek
will give a commentary about
serious Abbott issues that need
watching. John Derum will perform
a comedy piece about anything
to do with Abbott he views as
relevant. Should be a good night!

RTA under fire
over the M5
Last month, Melanie Kembrey
reported on the anger in Tempe
over the M5. Tempe 2020, a group
which is fighting the proposed road,
says it could take recent, “subtle”
changes to RTA’s communications
as an encouraging sign that its
campaign is gaining traction, but
the lack of clarity is frustrating
and the RTA’s consultation
provides no consolation. Local
Tempe resident and Tempe 2020
committee member Luke Cutler
says: “The RTA’s taxpayer funded,
$15 million feasibility study
suggested expansion of the M5
Corridor was needed to service
freight from Port Botany but we’ve
noticed in the most recent media
releases from both the RTA and
the State Government they’ve
now switched to saying it’s all
about traffic between the airport
and surrounding industrial areas.
Since we’ve stated from the outset
their preferred option doesn’t do
anything for Port Botany, we’re
not surprised they’re no longer
saying it will. But such a dramatic
change in their stated reasons for
building the road in the first place
sounds more like improvisation
than actual planning and that’s got
to be a worry to anyone who pays
tax.” Read Rita Mu’s report on the
battle over the M5 in Alexandria.

Every hour is
earth’s hour
From the Lord Mayor’s E-Newsletter
comes this very important
announcement: “The WWF Earth
Hour, being held again from
8.30pm on Saturday 27 March,
promotes community action on
global warming and is supported
by the City of Sydney as part of
its work to secure a low-carbon
future for Sydney. From a people’s
movement established in Sydney
in 2007, Earth Hour has evolved
into a global event, capturing the
hopes of over one billion people
in 4,400 cities worldwide. Earth
Hour demonstrates people’s
concern about global warming and
their willingness to take action
to reduce its impacts. Over the
past three years, Earth Hour has
helped showcase Sydney as an
environmental leader by promoting
the need to cut greenhouse gas
emissions and inspire behavioral
change. This year Earth Hour will
ask participants to go beyond
switching off their lights for an
hour to urge them to make changes
to their everyday life and make
a permanent difference for our
planet. This could include walking
or riding to work more often;
switching off appliances at the wall;
recycling paper, plastic bottles, glass
and electronics; or taking a reusable
coffee cup to your local café.”

Back to power bills
Charities on the frontline like St
Vincent’s, Exodus and most of the
others are supplied with vouchers
called Epas. Epas have various
destinations. Fast News understands
these are now in short supply. The
charities are having to be careful
because they don’t have too many.
We will have a full report next
month. Have you had problems
with power bills? Have you found
it hard to get help? Email me with
your story: fastnews@ssh.com.au

Waterloo Green
Neighbourhood Project
Last month the Premier and Minister
for Redfern-Waterloo announced the
Waterloo Green Neighbourhood
Project which is a three-year pilot
aimed at creating a safe, secure
environment and improving amenity
for people living in the Waterloo
Green high rises. The project will
introduce three new services, all
employing social housing tenants.
A daytime welcome, orientation
and information service, together
with an after-hours security service,
will control access to the buildings
24 hours a day. A maintenance
service, operated in partnership
with maintenance contractor,
Spotless and Fair Business,
a not-for-profit organization,
is the third new initiative.
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The NSW Government is making it easier to get
out of your car and onto public transport with the
introduction of fairer, simpler ‘MyZone’ fares.
The new MyZone fares will save families time and money,
with nine out of ten fares remaining the same price or
becoming cheaper. For example, the popular weekly train
tickets from Sydenham to the City will be reduced from $29
to $25, saving you $4 per week.
Under MyZone:
`` Five new rail fare bands will replace the current 20+

Julie McCrossin Photo: Ali Blogg

McCrossin adds voice
to new initiative
SSH

Spirituality in the Pub has been
popular in many pub venues around
Australia for several decades. It allows
for open and interesting reflections on
all sorts of life journeys in a comfortable
environment.
Newtown Spirituality in the Pub, now
in its third year, is excited about moving
to a new venue, the Town Hall (Townie) in
King Street, near the railway station, and

its organisers are taking a new initiative in
public conversations.
“Local voices from Newtown exploring
our passions and dreams will be heard in
an innovative and exciting series of talks
throughout the year starting on March 9.
In the week immediately following Mardi
Gras, broadcaster and comedian Julie
McCrossin will launch the conversations
when she addresses the topic ‘Valuing Gay
and Lesbian Voices’.
After 20 years as a broadcaster,
McCrossin now talks to people for a

living and shares stories with wisdom
and humour. She will be joined by Paul
Harris who for the past 13 years has been a
co-ordinator of Acceptance Sydney, a group
for gay and lesbian people committed to
living their faith in the Catholic Church.
McCrossin and Harris will share their
stories and their perspectives on the
challenges, hopes and dreams of gay and
lesbian people today. Both speakers have
views on the place of alternative voices
in society and how they might be better
S
valued. Don’t miss it!

An Erskineville community group
says it will continue to campaign
against over-development and big
business, despite losing its battle against
a new supermarket for the area. Friends
Of Erskineville (FOE) member, Paul
Howard, said: “Community groups are
always formed around a specific issue
... but as a result of the passion that this
community has shown to protect what
they love, we will continue.”
Friends Of Erskineville was established
in 2008 to fight the original proposal
for a large, two-storey supermarket on
the corner of Erskineville Road and
Gowrie Street. Following the approval
of a significantly smaller grocery store
for the site in September last year, the
group has expressed its disappointment
with Council’s decision and says it
will continue working to protect its
village lifestyle and small community
atmosphere.
Subsequent to the DA approval and
a community forum held in November
last year, FOE sent two letters to Council,
both requesting meetings to address local
issues including traffic, development
control plans and community
consultation. “The issue that we’ve got
at the moment is that we haven’t had a
response to either of those letters,” said
Mr Howard. “To ignore a letter for two
months is unforgivable in many ways.
You wouldn’t do that in business, which

just shows that they obviously don’t take
the issues very seriously down here,
which is very disappointing to be honest.”
Councillor John McInerney, however,
confirmed there would be another public
meeting held in February or March, to
address any outstanding issues residents
had about traffic. Penny Hardy, another
FOE member, said the group would
closely monitor traffic problems that
might arise from the grocery store and
ensure the community received responses
from Council to its concerns.
“There are quite a number of sites
around ... that are currently unoccupied,”
she said. “So, if another development
comes up, we really want to make sure
that it’s going to be suitable, so that
[Erskineville] doesn’t just become a raft
of supermarkets or shopping malls or
who knows what.”
Friends Of Erskineville argues that
the suburb is already well serviced
by supermarkets, with a Franklins
and Foodworks in Newtown and a
Woolworths approved for Fountain Street
Alexandria.
However not all residents agree.
Mother of three, Jo Sheils, said a new
store would save her walking to King
Street to buy groceries. “I think it would
provide some competition for the strip,”
she said. “The local shop is expensive
and doesn’t have a great range.”
Another resident, Belynda Reid, 26, said,
“Unfortunately, there aren’t that many
facilities in the area. It is going to change
the community [but] I think time will tell.

`` Three new ‘all you can travel’ MyMulti passes will
be introduced, based on geographical zones.
`` Travel tens and multi-mode tickets will be accepted
on private buses for the first time.
A MyMulti pass will cover all travel, saving you and your
family time and money. For example, you can now catch
the new route 20 Metrobus service from Mascot to Central
Station and then a Train to destinations such as Strathfield,
Ryde, or Hurstville with just the one easy MyMulti pass.
Or, you could use the same MyMulti pass to travel from
Pagewood on the 400 bus to Kingsford, to catch the new

Fighting for the village
Kelly Lane

`` Three bus fares will replace the current five.

Metro 10 bus to Sydney University.
Hopefully residents will maintain loyalty
to the local businesses.”
A City of Sydney spokesperson
said Council had previously refused a
larger supermarket on the basis that it
would draw a majority of its customers
from outside the local area, leading
to “unacceptable traffic and parking
impacts”. The revised plan is for a store
60 per cent smaller than the refused
proposal, with only 745 square metres
of floor space and 16 parking spaces.
Mr Harold Scruby, Chairman of the
Pedestrian Council of Australia, said
his organisation tended to be in favour
of such operations. “Any supermarket
which can attract customers without
the need for car-dependency has our
support,” Mr Scruby said. “We hope these
developments will be encouraged, and
over time, will need no parking facilities
at all.”
Cr McInerney, who voted in favour
of the DA, estimated that 80 per cent
or more of customers would come
from the local catchment area, with
a majority choosing to walk or cycle
there. “Erskineville is one of our most
successful villages,” Cr McInerney said.
“If we thought it was going to detract
from that quality of Erskineville ... then
we’d be very careful about protecting it.
But we believe that this is actually going
to strengthen the village.”
The developer Harold Finger was
contacted but refused comment regarding
the tenant of the supermarket and when
S
construction would commence.

MyZone begins on April 18, with the new tickets available
for pre-purchase from April 3 at newsagents and other
retailers displaying MyZone signage. While MyZone
will save commuters money, the operator of the Airport
Line station will continue to charge a separate Station
Access Fee.
Importantly, there is no change to the Pensioner
Excursion ticket or to Student Travel Passes.
If you would like more information about MyZone
or would like to be sent a MyZone brochure, do not
hesitate to contact my office on 9699 8166 or by visiting
www.myzone.nsw.gov.au

Kristina Keneally MP
Member for Heffron
Shop 117, 747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
Phone: (02) 9699 8166 Fax: (02) 9699 8222
Email: kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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tripod cafe
262 Abercrombie St, Darlington
Ph: 9698 8677 Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

Pepsee
CUT & COLOUR H A IR SA LON

Swedish massage and Shiatsu available
276 Abercrombie Street Darlington 2008
Mobile: 0403 110 832

Sydney Central Panel Beaters
Incorporated by Surry Hills Panel Beaters & Spray Painters Pty Ltd

Beverley Kerr, Tanya Plibersek MP, Wendy Rocks, Barbara Ryan and Helen Silvia Photo: Ali Blogg

House for the homeless refurbished
SSH

Beverley Kerr, President of Matthew
Talbot Homeless Services, Wendy
Rocks, Executive Officer of Client
Services, St Vincent de Paul Society
NSW, Barbara Ryan, President of St
Vincent de Paul Society NSW and
Helen Silvia, Manager of Vincentian
House were all there to welcome the
Federal Member for Sydney and the
Minister for Housing, Tanya Plibersek,
when she visited the refurbished
Vincentian House in Surry Hills.
Vincentian House provides muchneeded accommodation and services
for single-parent homeless families with
children and single women. Anyone who
has worked in the area of homelessness
knows only too well how scarce this
category of accommodation has been
for all time.
Ms Plibersek commended St Vincent

de Paul and the staff and volunteers at
Vincentian House for their commitment
and dedication to help those concerned
through times of great need. “Vincentian
House is a vibrant, modern facility that
provides indoor and outdoor areas for
children to play and parents to relax,”
Ms Plibersek said.
“This service is a great example
of the ‘no wrong door’, integrated
service approach to helping our
homeless families outlined in the
Rudd Government’s White Paper on
Homelessness. It is pleasing to see
homelessness services doing more
than just providing accommodation by
offering connections to other services
such as Centrelink, counsellors and
legal aid.”
She noted: “The facility also caters
for the interests of teenagers, with a
separate media room, and delivers a
Kids Engaged in Education Program to
try to break the cycle of homelessness.

This program encourages children to
stay in school through tutoring, educates
parents as role models and promotes
healthy living.”
The SSH representatives who were
present were very impressed by the
quality of the facility and its attention
to detail, something which was far
removed from the old-style facilities
for the homeless and one which would
give them dignity, hope and a vision of
a new future.
“A key element of the Homelessness
White Paper is the need to improve
and expand services and provide placebased solutions,” Ms Plibersek said.
“Vincentian House and St Vinnies are
doing exactly that, having assessed the
need in their local area and helping
people who are the most needy in the
community. It is another example of the
important role that St Vincent de Paul
plays in helping the most vulnerable
S
members of the community.”

Fo r s o m e, i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o
imagine a distinct and perpetual
disempowerment within one’s own
community. Yet according to 62-yearold Donald Clark, a Darlington-born
man who has dedicated the majority of
his adult life to issues of social justice,
many Aboriginal men are plagued
by feelings of non-involvement and
isolation. The SSH spoke to Mr Clark
about social exclusion and what the
Babana Aboriginal Men’s Group is
doing to combat it.
Since its first meeting in March 2006,
the community-run assemblage, Babana
(a word meaning “brother” in the
Dharuk language), has sought to provide
positive networking opportunities
and development activities for local
Aboriginal men. These have included
a two-day forum on men’s domestic
violence, an ongoing breakfast club and
an upcoming computer literacy program.
Having felt “a little worn out and
jaded” after over 30 years of involvement
in volunteer organisations (mainly
centring around drug and alcohol
addiction, gay rights and HIV/AIDS), Mr
Clark admits he was reluctant to attend

his first Babana meeting.
“[At the time] it seemed that the
more you tried, the less things changed,
particularly in Aboriginal social justice
work,” Mr Clark says. Yet it wasn’t long
before he understood Babana’s vision
was worth more than just his dutiful
role of seat filler at a single meeting. “I
realised that Babana … did not want to
just look at men and men’s issues,” Mr
Clark says. “Although still in its infancy,
Babana [hoped] that any changes men
made in themselves would also be
reflected in their community.”
At the group’s monthly meetings there
are approximately 40-50 members in
attendance. The criteria for involvement
is simple. “It is enough that people
want to be with us, that people want to
learn [and get a] better perspective on
life and what it has to offer,” Mr Clark
says. “Babana never discriminates on
the basis of alcohol or drug use, nor in
any other areas.”
It is this unanimously agreed-upon
attitude of inclusivity that has seen
Babana become a well-respected part
of the Redfern/Waterloo area. Their
Walking Breakfast Club, funded by the
Sydney South West Area Health Service,
meets at 7.30 each Sunday morning at
Redfern Park or the Waterloo PCYC and

All smash work • Fleet work • Insurance work • Private work

Ph: 9319 6044
ABN: 17 003 323 617 Lic. No.: 018843

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389

www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

Enjoy a weekend at ‘Melaleuca’
in beautiful Bendalong!
A coastal retreat and haven for dolphins,
sting-rays, native birds & animals

Brothers, where art thou?
Laura Bannister

154-156 Regent Street, Redfern

• 5 minutes walk to safe and
protected beaches
embarks upon a walk together around
the local area, followed by a free healthy
breakfast. Originally the walk catered
to men alone, however it has now been
opened up to anyone who wants to come
along. Participants who have completed
a certain number of walks are bought
new shoes to enable their continued
involvement. Not only does this group
encourage Babana members and their
families to adopt healthy lifestyles, but as
Mr Clark says, “it allows isolated people
who may be living alone a chance to
be with others on a Sunday morning …
Many single men live in small bed-sitters
or one bedroom flats. The Breakfast Club
encourages those people to come out and
be with each other.”
Despite a constant struggle to
maintain funding for projects, as well
as the so-far unsuccessful search for a
central venue from which Babana can
operate, Don is certain they are making
positive steps. “Babana is regularly
approached by local schools, the local
area command and other organisations
in our community to provide support
and assistance. We rarely say no to these
approaches because our men now feel a
S
part of the community.”
Contact Mark Spinks on 9243 3546.

• Newly renovated cosy
hideaway for eight people

Bookings: RE/MAX Synergy Real Estate
02 4456 1500, sharond@remax.com.au
Mention the SSH for a 10% discount!

3rd Saturday of every month
Redfern Park 8am-4pm
Corner Elizabeth & Redfern Streets, Redfern.
Clothes, plants, books, bric-a-brac, recycled goods,
down-to-earth kind folks, and a sausage sizzle.
Stall enquiries: 0434 197 527
Email: redwatermarkets@live.com.au

“Come and be part of this new inner-city
market held under the shady trees in
beautiful Redfern Park”
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School league tables “utterly useless”
Neil Whitfield

Novelist and teacher John Marsden
has a simple formula for testing the
quality of your local school. In the
Sydney Morning Herald recently he
wrote: “The quality of the lavatory
facilities is the single best indicator
of the respect in which children are
held in a school; far better than any
number of glossy brochures stuffed
with photos carefully staged to
show what the school believes will
be most attractive to the customers
they want to enrol. If you are able
to talk your way into the staff
room, make sure your nostrils are
quivering and your senses on full
alert. A drab staff room populated by
dispirited teachers is a red alert.”
Now I haven’t carried out that test
in our area, but I have been talking to
some schools and people connected
with schools in our area and beyond.
Some would talk to me, some wouldn’t
or couldn’t. I have also been delving
into the My School website and
trying to understand exactly what it
does offer, and what it does not.
One thing I can say for sure:
reducing NAPLAN/My School to
a league table is as silly as it gets.
Dr Kim Jaggar, Principal of Sydney
Boys High, told me last week that he
hadn’t bothered to look at My School
yet and only saw the league table
because he happened to read the
Herald on the day it was published.
He agreed it was quite misleading,
but on the other hand does find the
socio-economic information based
on student home addresses (schools
can access this information anyway)
quite interesting. This information
is very much a work in progress,
however. More is to be added to it.
It yields a magic number: “The
Index of Community Socio-Educational
Advantage (ICSEA) is a special
measure that enables meaningful and
fair comparisons to be made across
schools. The variables that make
up ICSEA include socio-economic
characteristics of the small areas
where students live (in this case an
ABS census collection district), as well
as whether a school is in a regional
or remote area, and the proportion
of Indigenous students enrolled at
the school. It has been developed
specifically for the My School website
for the purpose of identifying schools
serving similar student populations.
The average ICSEA value is 1000.
Most schools have an ICSEA score
between 900 and 1100. ICSEA should
be interpreted with the assistance of
the About ICSEA Fact Sheet, ICSEA
Technical Paper and relevant FAQs.”
Did you get that? Some have noticed
rather odd things when that magic

Montage: Bob de Freitas

number is used in My School to find
“statistically similar schools”. Cleveland
Street Intensive English High School,
for example, is set against “similar
schools” not one of which has a
profile remotely like Cleveland Street’s.
Cleveland Street has, according to
DET sources, 238 students of whom
130 are international full-fee paying
students with a certain minimum
English language as tested by IELTS,
the world’s leading test of English for
education. The remainder may arrive
with no English at all, sometimes from
quite traumatic refugee backgrounds.
It so happens that Cleveland Street
gets remarkably respectable English
literacy scores on NAPLAN, given
its clientele, but they look “bad” in
comparison with the “statistically
similar schools”. Since in this case
ICSEA really has done little more than
process the students’ home addresses
against census data on socioeconomic
factors, one does wonder what sense
of “similar” is at work here. The fact is
Cleveland Street is an excellent school,
but you wouldn’t think so after reading
My School or, even worse, looking
at its place in the “league table”.

A source in another Intensive
English Centre confirmed that from
his point of view the NAPLAN/My
School information was quite useless.
Comparisons between Year 7 and Year
9, for example, don’t mean much
in an environment where students
are only in the centre for one to
three terms, most of them “just off
the boat” from places like Sudan or
Somalia in the case of this other IEC.
Then take those NAPLAN tests.
All they give is a snapshot of certain
skills on a certain day. It could be
argued that the Year 7 results reflect
the previous years in primary school
rather than what has been happening
in Year 7 – NAPLAN tests will be held
from Tuesday May 11 to Thursday
May 13. Note, too, there is little point
in comparing the same school’s Year
7 and Year 9 results as these are two
different cohorts. You will have to
wait for the present Year 7 to reach
Year 9 before you tentatively draw
conclusions about “value adding”.
The test results also show hair’s
breadth gradations. For a school to
rank “100th” rather than “first” does
not tell you anything about what the

adifference between first and 100th
really means. It may well be very little.
At SBHS Dr Jaggar also noted that
the NAPLAN results – of course his
school rates very well – and the results
of the International Competitions
and Assessments for Schools (which
many local schools participate in)
produce quite different “bests” in
terms of individual students – a case
of no single measure able to capture
achievement in an utterly reliable
way. NAPLAN does not include all
that it really could in attempting to
capture “literacy” and “numeracy”.
Looking at another local school,
Darlington Public School, it is
again apparent that the NAPLAN/
My School information does
not do the school justice.
Yes, there are useful things to do
with NAPLAN, ICSEA and My School.
There is the potential there for locating
problem areas, which could provide
a more reliable measure for allocating
resources to disadvantaged schools.
Certainly much of the information
can help teachers shape programs
to suit their students’ needs and
community circumstances. But a

tool for parents to use to choose a
school, or to remove a child from a
school? Only with great caution, and
with much else taken into account.
As for league tables? Utterly useless.
Former Rosebery resident Jim
Belshaw draws in his blog on his
years high up in the Australian public
service at the level of policy and
administration. Jim notes: “One major
sub-text in the My School debate
is the old question of performance
measurement and the linked question
of key performance indicators. I have
been banging away at this one for a
number of years in both my public
policy and management writing.
Indicators are not bad in themselves,
but they can become quite pernicious
when they become the central
objective, crowding out other things.”
S
How true!
Neil Whitfield was an English and English
as a Second Language teacher at
Sydney Boys High School. His website
www.neil2decade.wordpress.com
has further discussion of some of
these matters. Jim Belshaw’s blog
is www.belshaw.blogspot.com

Direct action on global warming
Barrie McMahon

Welcome to Tony Abbott as
the new trend-setter on climate
change. His direct actions take the
initiative away from Rudd who is still
pondering how to free himself from
the ETS albatross around his neck.
Planting trees is a good start to
getting carbon out of the atmosphere.
It is only a start. Trees still rot to
greenhouse gas at the end of their
lives. Conversion of wood to charcoal
is, like that other carbon, diamonds,
forever – but that can come later.
Another limitation is that agriculture

is basically for feeding people. Maybe
our tree planting should be orchards.
Of course, the Government had been
taking its own direct actions without
any prompting from the Opposition. It is
a pity that the home insulation scheme
turned into such a fiasco-tragedy. By
the time you read this, Peter might be
drafting lyrics on the back bench.
So Rudd must regain his
rightful higher moral ground by
suggesting some more actions
which will capture our imagination
for stopping global warming.
The attraction of an ETS was that it
made the “market” do the work for us –
the economists tell us so. In as much as

it hid the fact that we will pay the price,
it deserved to fail (thank you, Barnaby).
There is no escaping the fact that
the consumers of energy should pay
the right price for it. If we don’t, we
over-consume – the trouble we are
in. We even have a direct action in
place – GREENPOWER – where we
volunteer (a weak point) to pay more
to get clean power. The system is
already there for converting incremental
electricity charges into windmills.
Minimal government intervention
in the electricity market could extend
GREENPOWER to all domestic
customers (with an exemption for
pensioners, say). We wouldn’t like

it other than by understanding
that we, the market, will use less
electricity as a result – which is what
warming mitigation is all about.
I repeat for the government’s benefit
– GREENPOWER not only reduces
carbon by moving to clean energy,
but also by reduced consumption.
Any change brings winners
and losers (Economics 101). If we
spend more on electricity, it will be
less on plasma screens, or cheap
imports, or air travel. Those out of
work as a result can be retrained
by someone other than Peter. Gerry
can employ more stable-hands.
I will even beat Barnaby to the

punch line that this enhanced
GREENPOWER should be limited
to domestic consumers – industry
and commerce should be exempted.
There is no point in paying more for
electricity AND losing your job.
We are only looking at first steps.
We need to get them right. Small
steps, right, hopefully, or wrong,
can be followed by more in the right
direction. The investors need steps that
will be right for the duration of their
investment. If GREENPOWER can get
windmill investment right, an enhanced
scheme might also get gas-powered
electricity right enough. The ETS was
S
too large a first step.
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wice a year the City’s
Homelessness Unit conducts a
Street Count. Last month 146
volunteers and 17 advisors worked
through the night to count those in
hostels and those sleeping rough
throughout the City of Sydney area.

Where are our prophets?

T

Café Cana (Cana Communities) in
Pitt Street, Redfern, hosted a special
breakfast for the counters. There was a
record turnout to the brekky. And the
results are in. Numbers of homeless
are up on August 2009 figures and
on this time last year. In total, 888
homeless people were counted in
February – a significant increase
on February 2009 figures (764).
Maintaining support and services
for those who find themselves
homeless, either in the short or
longer term, is essential – urgent.
Of related concern are recent
comments attributed to the Leader
of the Federal Opposition who has
accused the long-term unemployed,
arguably those most at risk of
homelessness, of being “job snobs”
who are “too fussy for too long
about the sorts of jobs they’ll do”.

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

Twenty years ago, when Nelson
Mandela walked free after 27 years
of imprisonment, he said, “I stand
before you, not as a prophet, but as
a humble servant of the people”.

Cartoon: norrie mAy-welby

Tony Abbott, apparently performing
well in the polls, has said that
whether welfare recipients go to
work is determined “mainly by what
goes on inside the welfare system
and not by economic or social
conditions”. He has criticised the Rudd
Government for its mild softening
of mutual obligation requirements
for single parents and job seekers.
Abbott says that job seekers should

undertake work-for-the-dole after
only three months, and, according to
alleged leaks from within the Liberal
Party, that he supports the abolishment
of hundreds of thousands of disabilities
pensions, the raising of the pension age
and the retirement age, and holding
back 50 per cent of welfare payments
to families with kids to ensure it’s
spent on food and essentials.
Is all this a concern? Yes, it is.

comment

Common sense solutions for Rosebery
Graeme Grace

For Rosebery, the year ahead
brings a number of challenges,
most of which can be summed up
in one word – traffic. More cars,
trucks and buses, lack of parking,
cycle ways, speeding vehicles,
aeroplane movements and the
threat of noisy garbage trucks
in the night. Rosebery’s future
looks to be in the hands of three
women – Clover Moore, Kristina
Keneally and Tanya Plibersek.
2010 brings the new City Plan,
which will proclaim the allowable
height and size of new developments.
The density of residential and
commercial buildings will obviously
have a bearing on traffic and parking
in the area, particularly as Rosebery
is at the mercy of the behemoth that
is the Green Square Urban Renewal
Area, where Council, at the urging of
Kristina Keneally’s State Government,
will allow the construction of ever
denser residential complexes,
without increasing the Sydney
underground or light-rail systems
to cope with the influx of people.
Rosebery has a long history of
peaceful co-existence with light,

clean industry operating normal
business hours and we enjoy our quiet
nights and weekends. Unfortunately,
Clover Moore’s threat to put a 24/7
garbage truck depot next to people’s
homes will completely change the
character of our village. In order to
proceed with this inappropriately
sited facility she will have to ignore
the petition of 1,100 Rosebery
locals, over 100 submissions and
Council’s own depot strategist who
recommended siting the depot in the
wholly industrial area of Alexandria.
The very real threat to local
business by early arriving depot
employees monopolising all the
on-street parking appears to be
massively exacerbated by the
proposed separated cycleways along
Dunning Ave and Harcourt Parade,
which will remove an unquantified
number of parking spaces. Not
only has Council done no study
into the effect on business of the
plan, but there is apparently much
evidence that separated cycle ways
have been found to be dangerous
to cyclists and pedestrians alike.
Despite not having had a traffic
study for many years and having
fewer traffic calming devices than
any other suburb in the City, Clover

Moore has decided to delay Rosebery’s
overdue traffic study until at least
2014 and possibly as late as 2018.
Rosebery’s blanket 40km/h speed limit
is a joke – I’d wager that Rothschild
Ave, Rosebery would vie with nearby
Southern Cross Drive in the top
speeds obtained by through traffic.
This year Rosebery has been
promised an aircraft noise monitor.
This was necessitated by the sneaky
inclusion of Rosebery in the flight
path footprint. It is also a Federal
election year and, following an
electoral redistribution, Rosebery is
now to be part of the electorate of
Sydney, whose sitting member is
Rosebery resident Tanya Plibersek.
Airports are a federal matter.
A number of the above problems
are easily fixed – an immediate traffic
study for the Rosebery area, a reversal
of the Badger’s Creek decision for
our second airport, a light-rail for
Green Square and putting the new
super depot in the industrial area of
Alexandria. The wonder is why our
“representatives” in Council, State and
Federal parliaments have such trouble
acting on common sense solutions.
Graeme Grace is a member of
Rosebery Residents Action Group.

comment

The backdoor privatisation of public housing
Ross Smith

“We consider, however, that housing
is essentially an expression of the
way of life of the people, and that,
therefore, it is impossible to separate
housing from a consideration of the
broader aspects of the life of the people
– from such questions, as how and
where they earn their living, and how
and where they spend their leisure.”
(Ben Chifley, 1944 Commonwealth
Housing Commission Report)
Ever since the 1944 Commonwealth
Housing Commission Report from
which the Commonwealth State
Housing Agreements arose, the various
State governments and the Federal
Government have been attempting
to find escape routes from their
commitments to providing secure
affordable housing to the bottom end of

the market, especially the rental market.
Over the years there have been
various rewrites of the Commonwealth
States Housing Agreement. On each
occasion there have been long and
acrimonious “discussions” between
the Commonwealth and the States over
who is to be responsible for what and
who is to fund those responsibilities.
The Global Financial Crisis, an
event that originated in the American
finance houses and banks, provided
the rationale for the scrapping of
the Commonwealth States Housing
Agreement and its replacement by a
new series of agreements, including
the National Affordable Housing
Agreement, and other schemes such as
the National Rental Assistance scheme.
Part of Australia’s response to the
Global Financial Crisis was the creation
of the Nation Building Economic
Stimulus Plan [NBESP] whose prime

focus was the creation of employment
in Australia. The Building Industry,
being a labour intensive industry
consuming predominantly Australianmade goods, was chosen as the
vehicle for delivery of the economic
stimulus. It was decided that under the
NBESP banner there would be many
thousands of houses built and that
title to a significant number of these
houses would be handed to various
Community Housing organisations
across Australia, i.e., the properties
would not become government
infrastructure, despite having been
paid for by the government. In NSW,
for example, 90 per cent of the NBESP
stock is earmarked for supply to the
Community Housing sector, with
the balance being equally divided
between the Homeless sector and
the Aboriginal Housing Office.
The transfer of title for the houses

A few months later, when he
walked down the aisle of St Mary’s
Cathedral in Sydney, where we
also welcomed him back into the
life of the world, I watched some
people reach out to touch him as
he passed. Like many others who
take their stand for justice and
truth, at cost to themselves, there
was something about him which
was both profoundly humble and
yet awe-inspiring. I suspect that
prophets do not name themselves,
they are named by history.
Later, I saw Mandela address the
gathering of church leaders at the
World Council of Churches Assembly
in Harare in 1998. He danced down
the aisle of the University Hall,
mounted the platform and then
stood in silence, looking earnestly
at those before him. Then he said,
“I am looking to see eternity on
your faces”. I was sitting on the side,
as a co-opted staff member, and I
watched as Archbishops, Patriarchs
and Presidents and other church
leaders tried to arrange their faces
to convey “eternity” – they who had
been arguing with each other just
minutes before. I must say, it was a
funny sight! After that session of the
Assembly, everyone was discussing
what it would mean to have eternity
on your face. I reflected that the one
who had eternity on his face was
probably Nelson Mandela himself.
There are various traditional
understandings of the nature of
prophets in the world’s religions.
Some people associate it with writings
which prophesy the future. Other
scholars, when they study such
ancient Hebrew writings in the Bible,
suggest that they were written after
the historic events described. Their
function was to lay out before the

readers’ letters
How to win a war
Rudd and Obama have been handed
an opportunity to avoid a lot of death
and taxes for the rest of us, by accepting
the suggestion of Hamid Karzai and
employing all the “insurgents” for as
good or better pay packets than the
Taliban offers. Actually pretty soon after
I saw some US estimates on the running
cost of the Vietnam war it dawned on
me how much cheaper it would have
been to employ/invest in the villages
than to bomb them. Quite apart from
the obvious psychology that people are
people everywhere so that bombs will
certainly “influence people” but make
enemies not “make friends”. The Brits
know this. Major-General Paul Newton
has been quoted as saying: “The best

built under NBESP banner to
various members of the Community
Housing sector will mark the
commencement of Privatisation
of Public Housing in Australia
and the ending of the obligations
arising from the Commonwealth
States Housing Agreement.
It is ironic that the decision to
privatise future Social Housing rental
stock prior to it being tenanted will
protect the tenants of that stock
from the abuse, stress and torment
being experienced by the existing
Public Housing tenants. They have
seen the security of their tenure

people of the day a challenging view
of the realities of their life together.
The prophets gave a picture of what
had been alongside what might be,
if they were true to their God.
Almost invariably, they threatened
the powers of the day by telling
the truth, by exposing corruption,
injustice and lack of compassion. The
Hebrew word for “righteousness”
means right relationship and the
prophets were calling the people to
restore right relationships with each
other. Obviously, those who do that
almost always have to be stopped.
Being a prophet in any day is a
costly journey and one which often
ends in prison or assassination.
Of course, the prophets didn’t
confine their challenges to the
community at large, they also brought
what they saw as the word of God to
the religious people of the day. The
words of the prophet Amos (5:22-24)
ring down the ages to people of faith
saying: “Thus says the Lord . . . I
despise your festivals and take no
delight in your solemn assemblies . .
. I am sick of your loud hymn-singing
and I will not listen to the melody of
your harps. Instead, let justice roll
down like a river and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream.”
When we look at our leaders,
which of them call us towards real
justice and compassion for the
struggling people here and around the
world? Who calls for true justice for
the planet itself? Who invites us away
from token gestures of good towards
committed actions which may cost
us something and which genuinely
change the nature of our society?
How long must we be led by people
who subtly invite in us meanness and
suspicion of others, in order to get our
votes? When will someone arise who
dares to lead us towards a day with
different values, those which bring
eternity to our life and our faces?
Where are our prophets, both here
and in the world? Of course, prophetic
life can be lived by groups of people,
not just individuals. Maybe, in some
small way, it could start here?

weapons to counter insurgents don’t
shoot. In other words, use bags of gold
in the short term to change the security
dynamics. But you don’t just chuck gold
at them, this has to be done wisely”
(British Army Manual).
Sara Treat
Darlington

New Mardi Gras on
the rack
Bicycle racks are provided for free
because of the benefits of cycling to
the public health, including reducing
obesity, and reducing greenhouse gas.
The decision by New Mardi Gras to
charge for bicycle parking at Fair Day
reveals that it is more interested in
revenue raising than the public good.
norrie mAy-welby
Redfern

removed, they have been subjected
to arbitrary relocation, their children
have been denied the opportunity to
receive an uninterrupted education,
to identify a few of the indignities
inflicted on them by their landlord.
Ben Chifley would come out of
his grave if he were to become aware
of the manner in which successive
Federal and State governments
have sought to actively avoid their
responsibilities to ensure the supply of
affordable housing to all, and the way
in which they have separated housing
from a consideration of the broader
aspects of the life of the people.
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Max Gillies – delightfully cruel
Peter Whitehead
After the preview of Godzone
at the Seymour Centre, Bob Carr
joined Max Gillies for a Q&A
session that rambled across decades
of political reminiscence reaching
back to memories of Ming the
Merciless, Sir Robert Menzies.
They reflected that by the end
of the 50s there were many young
Australians who knew no other
Prime Minister. This was paralleled
with the lengthy Howard era.
More pertinent is how
few of us know any other
impersonator of Prime Ministers,
premiers and other prominent
identities than Max Gillies.
Two TV shows, The Gillies Report
(1983) and The Gillies Republic
(1986), first brought the versatile
caricaturist to national attention.
His Hawkey became strangely more
recognisable and real than the then
PM (next to whom Max was seated,
in his Hawke make-up, at an AFL
Grand Final Breakfast – Bob took
it in his inimitable stride, threw an
arm around his doppelganger for
the cameras and playfully bopped
him on the nose before Max did
his 15-minute turn as the eartwiddling, rasping, silver budgie, his
own beak still smarting from the

Honourable RJL Hawke’s jab).
An unabashed lefty, Gillies admits
great affection and admiration
for Kevin Rudd and Julia Gillard
despite making fun of their
verbal idiosyncrasies and body
language in his current show.
Bob Carr has not forgotten
Max’s take on him. In his imitable
baritone he reflected how impossible
it seemed that such a delightful
fellow could be so cruel.
The current show also screens
vivid versions of Malcolm Turnbull,
Joe Hockey, Barnaby Joyce, Gerard
Henderson and, too briefly, the
backs of Howard and Costello.
These filmed sequences bridge
the times Max disappears for
hectic make-overs to facilitate his
transformation from smarmy master
of ceremonies and many languages,
Rudd, to dishevelled author/journo
Christopher Hitchens and, then,
to that Andrew Bolt who pens
his piece of mind for Melbourne’s
Herald-Sun and occasionally turns
up on telly as the ABC’s Tory
stooge on Insiders or giving some
right-wing rah rah opinion for
commercial news or current affairs.
After interval we meet a
mellifluous Gillard – hard to
imagine, I know – followed by
Tony Abbott plagued by vocal tics
and his schoolboy mingeyness.

Year of the Tiger

Jargon-nattering Kevin reappears
to wrap up the ideasfest (can he
afford to kill the English language
because he speaks so many others,
fluently and with feeling?).
During the Q&A a relaxed
and comfortable Gillies
yarned of his brushes with the
folk he has burlesqued.
Back last century, John Singleton’s
legal representatives were not
happy with a character called
Thingo that they reckoned any idiot
could see was Singo. Obviously.
But most characters have been
greeted with laughter from audiences
across Australia. One of the Hawkey
incarnations used to perform the
apology he reckoned he wanted
to make to Bill Hayden. On a
memorable night at Kinsela’s, Bill
turned up and gladly listened to that
apology most gleefully performed.
Gillies is a favourite with fans
of clever material. This show is his
fourth with Guy Rundle who writes
the words – although we get the
impression Max chooses what will
work. He lets us know that Guy
had sent a prolific list of apologies
for a wide range of well-known
personalities. Only a handful could
be given in the show and the rest
had to be abandoned on various
grounds of taste and decorum.
Godzone may not have the

Gillies as Kevin Rudd Photo: Jeff Busby

“edge” that some look for in their
theatre but it is a brain-ticklingly
pleasurable interface with a few
of the funny folk that populate

our political firmament.
Showing in the York Theatre at the
Seymour Centre until March 6.

Festival in Surry Hills, 2010
Robert Morrison
The Surry Hills Neigbourhood
Centre has announced that the
Surry Hills Festival is returning to
the Crown Street area for 2010.

Chinese New Year twilight parade on February 21 Photos: Esther Turnbull

Prince Alfred Park, home of
the festival for the last few years,
is currently being refurbished,
including the upgrade of paths,
the building of an exercise and a
child’s play area and the relocation
of basketball and tennis courts.
This has seen the festival transfer
to its previous home of Crown
Street. Organisers see this as a
fitting move because, to celebrate
2010, the Festival will be moving to
the Surry Hills postcode of 2010.
However, this year event
organisers have confirmed that
they will not be able to close
Crown Street, as has occurred in
the past. This is primarily because
they simply cannot afford to pay
the high fees Sydney City Council
requests to close the street. This,
as well as growing crowds, was the
reason the festival was previously
moved to Prince Alfred Park.
“This year Crown Street will
remain open,” says Chair of the
Surry Hills Neighbourhood Centre,
Linda Scott. “It’s an incredibly
expensive exercise to close a street
and as the Surry Hills Festival
is a fundraiser we don’t have
the funds to facilitate that.”
With the street not an option,
the primary locations of this
year’s festival will be Ward Park

Surry Hills Festival in Crown Street, 2004 Photo: Ali Blogg

(Devonshire St) and Shannon
Reserve (Crown St). Organisers
hope that this will give the
festival a “creative, intimate and
… a community picnic feel”.
The festival will see an array of
stalls, including vintage fashion,
local art, funky pet wear and
international food stalls. There
will also be live entertainment
across a number of stages as well
as creative workshops for kids.
“There will be something for
everyone,” says Linda Scott.
“The Surry Hills Festival is a big
festival but is still a very local
festival, taking place within the
streets of Surry Hills. We really
hope that local businesses will get
involved this year because it will be
happening in their local streets.”
Janusz Tawlak, manager of
the local Polish Alchemy Café
Restaurant is thrilled the festival
is moving back to Crown Street.
“We are happy to see the festival

return,” says Tawlak. “Previously
the street has come alive during
the festival and I think it’s great
for local businesses because
more people can try things
they otherwise would not.”
This year will also see for the
first time concerts and activities
taking place prior to the festival
day. Details will be released by
the Surry Hills Neighbourhood
centre closer to the festival date.
The Surry Hills Neighbourhood
Centre is also encouraging locals
to come forward with idea. “Some
of our best ideas in the past have
come from locals just coming to
us,” says Ms Scott. “They love to
get involved in the organisation
process and I encourage any
locals with creative ideas for
the festival to come forward.”
The Surry Hills Festival will
run from 9.30am to 6pm on
Saturday, April 10, 2010.
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That Face
Company B Belvoir
Written by Polly Stenham
Dir: Lee Lewis
With: Emily Barclay,
Susie Porter, Kenji Fitzgerald,
and Marcus Graham
Feb 6-Mar 14
That Face, the mesmerising debut
by young British playwright Polly
Stenham is an instant classic. With
all the bravado of youth, she has
written a knock off of Streetcar Named
Desire and Who’s Afraid of Virginia
Woolf?, reshaping the emotional
landscape, updating the personal
politics and, being a young Brit,
located it in England. But it could be
anywhere. A middle class family is at
the edge of collapse. Martha (Susie
Porter), drug-addled, irresponsible,
emotionally manipulative, has long
since deserted her parental role, after
being abandoned by her debonair,
tosser of a husband, Hugh (Marcus
Graham). Henry (Kenji Fitzgerald),
her devoted, but confused 17-yearold son, has become her carer and,
disturbingly, her drinking buddy. Mia,
Henry’s sister, is facing suspension
from her posh boarding school for
feeding Valium to a now comatose
13-year-old. Who is responsible?
When Hugh returns from Hong
Kong, to “rectify” the situation, the
full scale of the family’s meltdown
becomes apparent. Stenham’s brash
genius lies in her ability to capture
emotional tone. Although harrowing
and grotesque, the characters never
teeter over into melodrama, thanks to
great acting and direction. Lee Lewis’
intelligent vision has coaxed the very
best out of the script and her actors.
Brian Thomson’s set design is effective,
although had echoes of his work
on David Hare’s Gethsemane. Much
of the action takes place on, in or
around Martha’s bed, which remains
on stage throughout and conveys the
impact of her emotional chaos even
when she isn’t present. A stunning
piece of contemporary theatre
that has wide resonance, tackling
themes of power, responsibility and
the consequence of selfishness.

The Costello Memoirs
Peter Costello
(with Peter Coleman)
Melbourne University
Press, 2008
I identify as left (mostly).
Nevertheless, The Costello Memoirs
are fascinating – showing what
motivated Costello, together
with a bird’s eye view of the
major events he lived through.
Costello was pushed to the right
when jeering university students
stopped Fraser from speaking. You
shake your head. Understandable. If
lefty views are correct, we shouldn’t
need to suppress the opposition.
Costello sees the Liberal party as
the party of small business – while
the rest of us see the influence
from the big end of town.
Costello was driven towards
“opening up” the economy and
maybe he did some good. However,
he glosses over the deals he did with
Harradine – like cutting overseas aid
involving abortion. He’s also one-eyed
about attacking Hussein – noting
Hans Blix’s frustrations, but ignoring
that Blix advocated against attack.
And the GST – the sky didn’t
fall in like some said it would;
Costello passionately puts forward
its benefits and history. Still, he
avoids a fundamental issue. Taxes
had been a hodgepodge, which the
GST did improve. But did the GST
hit the poor harder (being more
“regressive”), or was it fairer for all?
Costello seems smarter and more
compassionate than Howard ever
was. You can see it in how he thinks
and his support for Aboriginal
reconciliation. He constantly put
the party’s interests first, wanting
to avoid a public leadership spill.
In contrast, Howard put his own
personal interests ahead of the Liberal
Party when he led the party into
the last election. He started with
“I’ll only stay so long as the Liberal
Party wants me” and changed to
“I’ll only leave if I’m made to”.
It’s just as well Howard made that
mistake, but you can empathise with
Costello’s frustration at the time.

Invictus
Director: Clint Eastwood
Starring: Morgan
Freeman, Matt Damon
Genre: Certainly not sport
You don’t have to be a Rugby
fan to enjoy Invictus. Indeed, it’s
probably best that you know nothing
about the game. Clint Eastwood
certainly doesn’t. The Rugby is
presented like a nature documentary
with a wildebeest migrating across
the Serengeti soundtrack.
It’s fortunate therefore that
Invictus is not about Rugby
but about Nelson Mandela.
If you believe Invictus then Rugby
totally consumed Mandela’s every
waking hour from Robbin Island
up until South Africa won the
Rugby World Cup in 1995. Indeed,
it seems Nelson Mandela loved
Rugby almost as much as Morgan
Freeman loved being Mandela, so
reverential is his portrayal of him.
Supposedly, the Springboks,
inspired by Nelson Mandela and the
now mandatory bus trip to Soweto,
rose from bickering and thrashings
to triumph over adversity and the
invincible All Blacks (with no
mention at all of any food poisoning
the All Blacks suffered in the week
leading up to the World Cup final).
But if the storyline of Invictus
is hard to swallow the story
telling is just as unpalatable.
After all, it is directed by Clint
Eastwood, so it’s no surprise
that this is clichéd stereotypical
macho posturing nonsense with
a flag-waving feel-good ending
designed to make Americans feel
good about themselves and prove
the great American Dream.
Invictus is the same dream just a
different country but it’s a story by
Americans for Americans starring
Americans with appalling accents.

»»theatre@ssh.com.au

»»books@ssh.com.au

Rating: Two-for-one offer, 1 choc
top, medium popcorn and a small
drink with biltong afterwards.

»»film@ssh.com.au

Producer Diana Ward on the set of short film Waiting Photo: Sarah Nguyen

In reel life
SSH
Working in film sounds so
glamorous, but is it? For some,
yes, but for most of the people
behind the scenes of the films
and videos you watch it’s often a
different story. Producer Diana
Ward is one of many that works
day and night to make ends
meet in a creative industry.
Ms Ward is a bit of a Jill of all
trades. She juggles multiple jobs
to make ends meet and to keep
building on her skills base.
“I have just finished a music video
for The Basics, seen a short film I
produced last year go to air on SBS
TV, am working as an assistant to
a director on a feature film, I am
developing a couple more short film
projects, still do some freelance arts
writing for street press, I work a few
hours a week organising events for
the Australian Directors Guild and
am developing a feature as a producer
as well, oh, and I have another music

The Eve Nish Duo Maya Hugo Leal
Sin Ambre HammonD John Queripel
The Refrains Lee Cass Eve Gibson
8pm Friday March 5 — TICKETS $25/15
Ruby’s Place Chapel by the Sea 95 Roscoe Street (cnr Gould St) Bondi Beach
Contact: lizpage@yahoo.com

video coming up too,” she says.
Phew! And somewhere in
the middle she also manages to
maintain an active social life.
“Well I don’t have children
to look after and I don’t sleep
much – around six hours a night
is standard,” she explains.
However, although Ms Ward says
she often works 14 hours a day, six
days a week, part of that involves
going to the cinema or to see a band.
“For me watching films and
seeing theatre and live music is
work, but it certainly is enjoyable
work – except that I’m such a critic
that I don’t like half of what I see,”
she laughs. “But I do think it’s
important to see everything even if
it is bad, it gives me a good frame
of reference in everything I do.”
Would she change anything?
“Well, it would be great to focus
solely on producing, but there
isn’t a lot of money in filmmaking
in this country. It would be great
if government grants covered
emerging producers too,” she says.

for HAITI
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The
End
SSH
Conclusion, a duo exhibition by Cecelia
Huynh and Leigh Rigozzi, opened Thursday,
February 25 at Tin Sheds Gallery. Huynh
and Rigozzi are the founders of Workshop
Show Room, a vibrant studio and exhibition
space for artists in St Peters, in the creative
hub of the inner-west of Sydney.
Workshop Show Room is a dynamic
studio space for some of Sydney’s most
creative emerging artists, is home to the
printing cooperative, Rizzeria, and has
operated as a screen-printing workshop
and an artist-run exhibition space.
In their first major show Huynh and Rigozzi
bring together a range of their own works that
spring from the messy, creative, DIY, zinemaking, self-publishing community at Workshop
Show Room. Conclusion takes a humorous and
self-deprecating look at what “the end might
be” through a playful exploration of the artists’
on-again, off-again relationship. Rigozzi takes
the concluding moments of various works of
literature and re-presents them in the context
of the two artists’ humorously dysfunctional
artistic collaboration, while Huynh works with
the mythology of the artist’s life and work to
explore the themes of resolution and closure.

Rough As Guts Image: Leigh Rigozzi

The exhibition features illustration,
photography, printing and painting drawing
heavily on imagery from literature and film
narratives. Rigozzi exhibits his latest colour
ink drawings and large-scale adhesive vinyl
wall pieces that reinterpret the concluding
moments of various narratives through a form
of focused doodling inspired by “psychedoolic”

artist, Marc Bell. Huynh exhibits abstracted
figurative compositions that explore human
relationships through the connections between
ephemeral personal memories and fiction.
Leigh Rigozzi has completed a Master of
Visual Arts from Sydney College of the Arts, 2007
and Cecelia Huynh has also completed a Bachelor
of Visual Arts from Sydney College of the Arts

and has exhibited in Sydney, Paris and Rabat.
Tin Sheds Gallery, Faculty of Architecture,
Design and Planning, 148 City Road,
The University of Sydney
Ph 9351 3115
Exhibition runs till March 20
Viewing: 11am-5pm Tue-Sat

Thinking
outside the
square
Elaine Syron
A Retrospective

(Photographs 1972–2010)
An impressive Still Life drawing by Gabriel Azzi Image: Gabriel Azzi

From Still Life to Abstract
Steph Gesling

South Sydney
Uniting Church
56a Raglan St, Waterloo
Saturday March 14, 4pm
Until May 20
Phone 02 8399 3410
www.southsydneyuniting.org.au
Redfern Gospel Photo: Elaine Pelot Syron

An impressive group exhibition in Waterloo
has been officially opened by award-winning
artist, Miriam Cabello. Abstracts and Stills
features drawings and paintings produced
by a group of promising local artists who
participated in a series of workshops at the
South Sydney Uniting Church under the
tutelage of Adrian Spry, Hayley French and
Charlotte Dibben. Multiple works by Gaylene
Smith, Gabriel Azzi, Yvonne Hocothee
and Sebastian are among those currently
hanging in the church gallery space.
Cabello, whose international-award-winning
Stations of the Cross was installed in the same
space in 2009, praised the artists and curator for
their superb efforts in putting the show together,
and opened the exhibition with a word about
the healing power of art and creative practice. A
sentiment shared by the Minister of the South
Sydney Uniting Church, Rev. Andrew Collis,
who also participated in the Saturday art classes.
Collis insists that “engagement with charcoal,
paint and paper is more than mere rehearsal
for engagement with the world – it is, in itself,

an engagement with the world – with our
creative selves and with others in the world”.
Artist and curator, Charlotte Dibben,
facilitated a number of the art classes. The
exhibition is the first for the participants.
“It was inspiring for me to be part of the
process, developing the works from Still
Life to Abstract,” Dibben said. “The artists
inspired me.” The opportunity for a young
and talented artist such as Dibben to work
alongside local artists as first-time curator is
one of the many positive outcomes of this
venture. In his address at the Opening, Rev.
Collis said: “Charlotte’s commitment to
this show has been consistent and inspiring.
Without harsh criticisms of any kind, and
without in any way patronising us, she has
drawn from us work of integrity and promise.”
Abstracts and Stills will be shown until
March 11 at the South Sydney Uniting Church
gallery in Raglan Street, Waterloo.
Viewing times: Tue-Thu 4.30-6pm.
Contact Charlotte: 0406 088 553.
Saturday art classes at the church every
2nd and 4th Saturday of the month, 12-4pm.
Contact Andrew: 0438 719 470.
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Redfern’s purple patch
John Lanzky
The new Purple Goanna café
on Redfern Street in Redfern
is an impressive establishment.
Susie, Corey and Bianca offer
first-class hospitality – and the
coffee is smooth, delicious.
I’m quite fussy when it
comes to coffee, and I definitely
recommend the Goanna blend.
On a recent visit I enjoyed the Emu
Steak with Mash. I’d eaten emu once
before, many years ago in Darwin, and
found it bland, but this dish was fullflavoured – perfectly poached – a taste
somewhere between beef and chicken.
Yum! And the secret to the light and
tasty Mash, I learned, is skim milk.
I took the opportunity of
asking my fellow patrons about
their dining experience. Norma
referred to a “wild food experience

in Redfern”, commenting that she
felt right at home in the café. “As
a Wiradjuri woman, my totem is
the goanna,” Norma explained.
Bulelwa was excited about a
celebrity encounter. “I just met Luke
Carroll,” she enthused. The Deadly
Male Actor of the Year is one of her
favourites, and “so friendly”. Bulelwa
was very happy with her Strawberry
Smoothie. Florence said she’ll be
coming back again, and praised the
“beautiful and friendly staff ” as well as
the décor – “purple and clean”. Even
the drinking straws here are purple!
My companion tucked into a Vegie
Dukkah Pie with Salad, and certainly
appeared to relish every mouthful.
We noted the menu items on the
chalkboard above us: Kangaroo,
Crocodile, Bush Baguettes …
The Purple Goanna is open
weekdays from 6am to 6pm, and
from 8am to 4pm on Saturdays and

Susie, Nyree and Kaylib with brand new sign for the Purple Goanna Photo: Andrew Collis

Sundays. There is also a spacious
meeting room downstairs, air-

conditioned with a seating capacity of
40. Council approval is pending, but

Susie is keen to hear from community
groups interested in hiring the space.

Sydney Harbour’s
Authentic Aboriginal
Cultural Cruise

Cruise the most beautiful city harbour in Australia,
and enjoy the relaxed and friendly company
of your Aboriginal hosts and crew.
Phone 02 9699 3491 www.tribalwarrior.org
Honey Cured Salmon at Oasi Photo: Supplied

Extra-sensory seduction
Scott Winter
Shouldn’t
every day be
Valentine’s Day,
in the dining
world especially?
We all like
to make 101 per cent effort
when it comes to fluffing up the
cushions of romance for a loved
one (or intended loved one).
And it’s common knowledge
that one way to the heart is via
the taste buds. So, to give you a
little extra-sensory assistance in
choosing that extra-special dining
location for that extra-special
someone, here are my top three
most seductive dining experiences.
Aperitif
Sink into a terracottapotted banquette of Succulent Pig
or a Seafood Paella, cooked the
way it should. Take in the lowcandlelit ambience. A warm glow
floods this shadowy space. Flashes
of Mediterranean-style art evoke
passion, along with a blood-red
chandelier. The wine here is strictly

European and served in stemless
Riedel glassware. If seated in the
courtyard at the front notice how
the large tree resembles lovers
entwined. Aperitif certainly knows
how to cater for the hearty.

Food ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

Cocktails ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥
Cosy Corners ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

Victoria Room
Lavish green and gold chaise
lounges mis-match with kitsch
lamp-stands and shaded lighting.
You are met by smiles, orchids and
a ubiquitous light chitter-chatter.
The lounge come Mediterranean
restaurant, gives you a sense of
chinzy mock Raffles Hotel in
the mid-30s. Diners can enjoy high
teas on polished silver displays or
supper diners can confuse over
the varied choice of tapas-like
dishes. Fried Goats Cheese Balls
with Onion Jam infused with
Truffle Honey and the Chargrilled
Eye Fillet with Horse Radish and
Mustard Pepper Crust and a Red
Wine Jus, all soul-warming stuff.
Food ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

Cocktails ♥ ♥ ♥
Cosy Corners ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

Oasi Cellars
An original concept, wine
cellar and bistro combined, Oasi
Cellars aims to completely
seduce the wine connoisseur and
fine-dining enthusiast. Head
Chef, Josh Cook, ought to be
better known as a common-day
gastronomic Picasso. Honey Cured
Salmon with Orange and Chive
Salsa and Avruga Caviar with
a glass of Christian Salmon
Sauvignon Blanc, or Charred
Beef Cappaccio with Truffle Salt,
Manchego and Fried Egg with a
glass of Zisola Nero D’Avola. Or
Confit Duck Leg, with Potato
and Sage Torte, Caramelised Fig
and Pinot Noir Jus with a glass
of Wooing Tree Pinot Noir. Most
love is in the air at Oasi Cellars.

Sunday Best

Bringing It All Back Home

Food ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

Cocktails ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥
Cosy Corners ♥ ♥ ♥

All meals average at around $20.
Aperitif – tel 9357 4729
7 Kellett St, Potts Point
Victoria Room – tel 9357 4488
Level 1, 235 Victoria St Darlinghurst
Oasi – tel 8061 2511
189 Miller St, North Sydney

Cricketers Arms Surry Hills
Sunday14 March 4pm-later
DJsPablo,DrRobertandSponjebob
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SSH advertising works:

free

shuttle bus services
FREE shuttle bus services now run from Redfern to Broadway
shops via the RPA Hospital; and from Woolloomooloo to Redfern
via Paddy’s Market and St Vincent’s.

"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community. Interest
has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Blindeman, Food Distribution Network, Waterloo

Advertise in the SSH
“Celebrating the lives of the diverse people of South Sydney, inviting discussion on
issues of concern and interest, adding encouragement to possibilities for community.”
Partner with the SSH and 30,000 readers who are:
– savvy on a diverse range of issues
– passionate about the area in which they live
– looking to support local businesses and people

These FREE buses are available to all City Of Sydney residents
and operate:
Thursday and Friday of each week.
For more information and timetables please
call 9319 4439 or visit www.ssct.org.au

Interested
in dance?
Aboriginal Dance Theatre Redfern (ADTR)
is offering an exciting Dance Course for all
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander youth
aged 16 to 24.

Affordable rates • Booking Sheet online • www.southsydneyherald.com.au
adverts@ssh.com.au • 9319 1373 or 0416 048 932

NEW DIRECTIONS
IN COUNSELLING
AND RECOVERY
Spend a day with Mike Lew and gain the insights,
strategies and the support you need to work
effectively with male survivors of child abuse.
ASCA, in conjunction with SECASA, is bringing Mike
Lew, M.Ed., a leading world expert in the field of adult
male recovery from childhood abuse to Australia.

VETAB Accredited Dance Course 91358NSW
Certificate 1 – Studies in Dance Techniques
Integrating Aboriginal Dance is now open.
On completion of this course, the career
opportunities in the performing arts field
are endless.
Please call (02) 9699 2171 or (02) 9699 9172
for all enrolments and course enquiries.

Uniting Churches

Mike has worked with thousands of men and women in their healing
from the effects of childhood sexual abuse, rape, physical violence
emotional abuse and neglect.
Mike is a psychotherapist and cultural anthropologist who brings a
multifaceted approach to a subject that sadly crosses every cultural
and economic group.

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds,
sexual orientations and identities.
Peace with justice, integrity
of creation.

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns & Cambourne Sts
Glebe
Gathering Sunday 7pm
Free For All/Eight O'Clock Sharp
Music nights Thu 8pm
Steph Gesling 9518 9413

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown
Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements
9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm
1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Rev. Peter Walker 9331 2646

New Directions in Counselling and Recovery workshop dates:

BABANA

BABANA

Aboriginal Men’s Group
Next meeting Friday 26 March
12-2pm PCYC, Redfern
Contact: Mark Spinks 9243 3546

Redfern

Pitt Street Uniting Church

Location

Date

Time

Sydney

9 April 2010

9 am–5.00 pm

A one day workshop for health professionals

Melbourne

15 April 2010

9 am–5.00 pm

A one day workshop for health professionals

Perth

23 April 2010

9 am–5.00 pm

A one day workshop for health professionals

Darwin

27 April 2010

9 am–5.00 pm

A one day workshop for health professionals

To book into one of Mike’s powerful sessions, simply visit

www.asca.org.au/mikelew
What is happening
in Redfern-Waterloo?

Waterloo Recycling Workshop

Get the latest from www.redwatch.org.au

Workshop and market open Fridays 9am-12pm.
Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, Waterloo (lower car park).
Affordable furniture and household goods.

email RWIU@turnbulls.au.com for free email updates

Donations gladly received (no white goods or electrical apps).

or call Geoff on 9318 0824

264 Pitt St, Sydney
Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614
Ultimo University Church
Cnr Bulwara Road and
Quarry St, Ultimo
Worship 6.30pm Sunday
Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point
Worship 10am,
Bible Study 5pm Sunday
Ps Graham Long 9358 6996

Volunteers welcome (phone Naomi on 0407 576 098).

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Tanya Plibersek MP
Federal Member for Sydney

Malcolm Turnbull MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Verity Firth MP
State Member for Balmain

Kristina Keneally MP
State Member for Heffron

Clover Moore MP
State Member for Sydney

Carmel Tebutt MP
State Member for Marrickville

111-117 Devonshire St, Surry Hills
NSW 2010

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction
NSW 2022

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery
NSW 2018

58 Oxford St, Paddington
NSW 2021

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville
NSW 2204

T: 02 9357 6366
F: 02 9357 6466

T: 02 9369 5221
F: 02 9369 5225

T: 02 9660 7586
F: 02 9660 6112

T: 02 9699 8166
F: 02 9699 8222

T: 02 9360 3053
F: 02 9331 6963

T: 02 9558 9000
F: 02 9558 3653

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Let’s go,
Rabbitohs!
Zimmy Watt

Rabbitohs fans are excited just to be
here. They cheer their Toyota Cup side
toward a 6-4 victory over the St GeorgeIllawarra Dragons. They cheer at the
first appearance of their NRL side – the
“biggest pack in the NRL” – warming
up behind the try-line. They applaud
the announcement that their club, along
with St George-Illawarra, has signed up
more than 10,000 ticketed members –
and CEO David Gallop’s presentation of
a cheque for $50,000.
ANZ Stadium’s Bay 128 sees long-time
friends and die-hard fans reunited after a
summer of “too much cricket”, and the
27th Annual Charity Shield clash between
the traditional rivals does not disappoint.
Tony is known as the “Mayor” of
Bay 128. He organises the tickets each
year – and even presents Easter gifts to
fellow fans. He jokes that he’s been to
the recent AC/DC show at the stadium,
wearing a band t-shirt with his Rabbitohs
shorts. Tony and family – Marcia, Noah
and Daniel – are very serious about the
cardinal and myrtle. Sue quips that Phar
Lap wore the same colours. “The colours
of legends!” adds Joseph.
Someone sights Russell Crowe in the
seats behind us. Fullback Rhys Wesser’s
return to the top grade is met with real
excitement. Cup-cakes are shared around,
almonds and cold drinks. We jump to
our feet in celebration of the first try to
Souths – by winger Fetuli Talanoa. The
teams are well matched. After 30 minutes
the scores are locked at 12-all.
As the full moon rises about the
stadium, the merriment continues. Bob
and fiancé Josephine have announced

Fans and friends: Peter, Sue, Bob the bride-groom (at back), Joseph, Joe and Connie Photo: Andrew Collis

their wedding day – the same day as the
NRL Grand Final. Bob’s mates rib him
good-humouredly. What will they do
if Souths make the Grand Final? Young
Charlie, sitting with his parents Albert
and Alma, and brothers Joseph and
Daniel, expects nothing less. Peter, from

Canberra, predicts a strong performance.
“Lang has the experience,” he says.
“Sandow and Sutton are a winning
combination – I predict a top-four finish
for sure.”
The crowd of 27,221 is treated to a seesawing affair – both sides attack with flair,

and, at times, the defence is bruising.
Talanoa scores a hat-trick. Nathan Merritt
crosses the line after gathering a superbly
weighted kick from Chris Sandow. There
is one minute remaining. Souths lead
26-22. With just seconds on the clock
the Dragons’ Brett Morris crashes over

in the corner. Jamie Soward’s conversion
attempt drifts to the right of the posts. It’s
all over – 26-all.
For a moment the fans are stunned. But
the smiles quickly return. As winners of
the 2009 Charity Shield, the Rabbitohs
retain the title. Let’s go, Rabbitohs! S

Support Independent

Media!

Aidez s’il
vous plaît!

we need your help!
The SSH is an independent
not-for-profit community
newspaper, produced mostly
by volunteers, published
monthly by the South Sydney
Uniting Church, distributed
without charge to 30,000
readers from Zetland
to Woolloomooloo.

We can’t do this
without you.

By mail:
PO Box 2360 Strawberry
Hills NSW 2012

The SSH gratefully accepts
donations and in-kind support.

By electronic transfer:
BSB 062 231
ACCOUNT NO. 1021 8391

If you would like to make
a contribution you can do so,
anonymously if you wish.

Contact the Editor:
editor@ssh.com.au

