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Inner-city clergy unite in
concern over APEC

Peter Garrett imagines the impact of climate change Photo: Esther Turnbull

Serious about climate change:
Garrett on song in Darlington
a national consensus on climate
change,” Garrett said. Prime
Unlike the Howard Government, Minister John Howard has
Federal Labor takes climate change declined to ratify the Agreement
– which aims to tackle global
seriously. “This is a massive,
warming through a reduction
massive issue,” Shadow Minister
in greenhouse gas emissions
for Climate Change Peter Garrett
– and has repeatedly said that
said at a panel on climate change.
signing the deal would harm
the economy.
Federal Labor Member for
Garrett continued that Labor
Sydney Tanya Plibersek hosted
the panel, which took place on 24 would support clean and
renewable energy, as well as
July at Darlington Public School.
an emissions trading scheme.
“I think it’s very worthwhile to
However, Federal and NSW Labor
think about images,” Mr Garrett
support the coal industry (as does
said. For example, Labor said
the Coalition), which contributes
experts warn that the impact
a lot to climate change. “Coal is a
of climate change, particularly
dichotomy for us,” State Minister
through rising sea levels, could
for Climate Change, Environment
lead to the submergence of tiny
and Water, Phil Koperberg said.
atolls and the inundation of low
“There are some battles to be
lying land – and that by 2050
fought. Coal is a vital part of the
up to 150 million people may be
NSW economy. About 4,000 jobs
displaced. That is why a Rudd
in NSW are dependent on coal.
Labor Government will commit
Koperberg said what the State
$150 million from Australia’s
Government needs to ensure
international aid budget to
is the reduction of demand.
assist our neighbours prepare
“For now we can’t stop the clock
for and adapt to the effects of
on a number of areas. We need to
climate change.
have a sustainable industry across
Labor would also ratify the
the board.”
Kyoto Protocol. “We must lead
Samantha Van

Revs Graham Long, Dorothy McRae-McMahon and Andrew Collis Photo: Ali Blogg

Ben Falkenmire

Three local clergy, Rev. Graham
Long from the renowned Wayside
Chapel in Kings Cross, Rev.
Dorothy McRae-McMahon and
Rev. Andrew Collis from the
South Sydney Uniting Church,
will be attending APEC protests
in September in order to monitor
police activity in response to the
powers bestowed on the force by
the NSW Government.
In late June this year the NSW
Government passed the APEC
Meeting (Police Powers) Act for the
APEC event. Under the legislation,
which was opposed only by Greens
members, police have the power
to stop and search individuals and
restrict access for “excluded persons”

in designated APEC zones in the city
without the need to inform these
excluded people, or the public, who
is excluded.
A presumption against bail applies
for those who assault police, throw
missiles at them or cause malicious
damage, and those caught in the
restricted area with items like spray
cans and poles can be incarcerated
for 6 months to 2 years.
According to parliamentary debate,
NSW members were mindful of
the need to circumvent protestor
violence observed at the G20 held
in Melbourne in November last year,
and the potential for a terrorist attack.
APEC will be attended by 21 high
profile leaders of its member states
including the United States, Russia,
China, Japan and Indonesia.
Shadow NSW Minister for Police

Michael Gallacher told the SSH that
the Act is necessary to provide police
and protestors with an understanding
of where the “line in the sand”
resides.
“Uncertainty allows protestors to
potentially exploit the situation,” said
Gallacher. “The legislation drives
home the message to those who wish
to use this event to create a scene,
purely for worldwide TV media, that
their actions won’t be tolerated.”
Greens member Dr John Kaye
believes the Act is more about
intimidating protestors than ensuring
safety for the public.
“This legislation is focused on
creating a climate of intimidation
against those who would seek to
express dissent against decisions
made by both the Australian
continued on page 3
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Gloria Mackintosh performs at Pemulwuy Park Photo: Andrew Collis

Andrew Collis

Co-Editor
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

In 1957 the National Aborigines
Day Observance Committee with
the support and co-operation of
federal and state governments, the
churches and major Aboriginal

organisations, was formed. NAIDOC
Week (2nd week in July) has evolved
into a week of cultural events to
commemorate Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander culture and heritage.
The theme for this year is: looking
forward, looking blak.

Kirsten Sandstrom is a science
(health) student at Deakin University
in Melbourne. This week, however,
with 11 other young people from
around the country, she is in Redfern
to help celebrate the 50th Anniversary of NAIDOC.

Kirsten is a member of World
Vision’s “Vision Generation” – an
initiative designed to encourage
sharing and learning among people
of different cultural heritage. “I’m
spending the whole week here on
the Block,” she said. “I am feeling so
fortunate to be sharing with lovely
people. It’s a beautiful community
here, and I’ve been made to feel so
welcome.”
The Block March and Flag Raising
Ceremony, scheduled for Monday 9
July, was post-poned a day due to
heavy rain. On the Tuesday two hundred or so people joined the official
march from Redfern Park, and then
gathered at Pemulwuy Park (top
of Eveleigh Street) for a ceremony
that included Aboriginal dancers,
guest speakers from ICAMPA (the
Inner City Aboriginal Multipurpose
Association), the City of Sydney and
World Vision. Then V-Gen delegates
took part in the raising of three flags:
the Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander,
and Australian national flags.
(Aunty) Gloria McIntosh-Bon, an
Aboriginal woman from far north
Queensland, was in Redfern earlier
this year for the inaugural Coloured
Diggers march on Anzac Day (her
father, Lui Bon, was a corporal in
the army). This day, Gloria was
given the honour of closing the
official ceremony. She performed
three gospel songs in the traditional
language of her people.

Referendum – the way for wards?
Co-Editor
Trevor Davies

T

he City of South Sydney and the City of Sydney were merged back in 2004. Initially there were no wards
and it seems all the candidates in the election committed themselves to introducing wards in the newly merged
Council area. Last month members of the Lord Mayor’s team seemed to have changed their minds and are now not
so committed to a ward system. Here Labor Councillor Tony Pooley states the case in favour, and former Deputy
Mayor John McInerney gives the view of the Lord Mayor and her team. In the end, it’s up to the people of Sydney
at a referendum to be held at the next Council election.

Wards: Lord Mayor’s view
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John McInerney

When the State Labor Government forcibly amalgamated the former City
of Sydney and South Sydney City Councils in February 2004, it directed
that wards be introduced from the 2008 Council election.
Council subsequently received legal advice from the Department of
Local Government that the City can only be divided into wards if it is
first supported at a referendum. Council officers told us that a stand alone
referendum would cost the City around $750,000, while holding it with
an election would cost an extra $250,000.
Given this, Council voted to hold the referendum together with the
Council elections in September next year. Voters will be asked whether
they support the City being divided into three wards each electing three
Councillors. If the referendum is carried, wards will be introduced from
the 2012 Council elections.
The City has nine Councillors, plus the Lord Mayor. Under the Local
Government Act, the number of Councillors elected for each ward must
be equal. All Councillors agreed there should be at least three Councillors
representing each ward.
There are several issues voters should consider when deciding whether
to support wards:
➤ Will wards give better local representation? The three wards will
be much larger than wards of the former South Sydney, Leichhardt or
Sydney City Councils during the 1980s, with one likely to be larger than
the former City of Sydney and another around the size of the former
South Sydney Council.
➤ Will voters have an equal vote? The City of Sydney’s unique enrolment
requirements make it difficult to ensure the number of voters in each
ward is approximately equal.
➤ Which system best ensures that the Council we elect represents our
diverse communities and makes decisions for the whole of the City of
Sydney in a fair, equitable and responsible way?

Why I support wards
Tony Pooley

Since the forced amalgamation of the City of Sydney and South Sydney
City Councils, I have been urging the Lord Mayor to reintroduce wards
into the Council system. I support wards because they ensure a greater
level of local representation and enable Councillors to develop specific
expertise in a geographic area that is significantly smaller than the whole
Council area. It also ensures a spread of representation throughout the
Council area.
From experience, I can attest to the fact that local residents prefer to
talk to someone who understands local issues and problems.
However, at the moment, huge chunks of the City of Sydney Council
residents have no local elected representative. I’m thinking of Newtown,
Alexandria and Erskineville. Also, Waterloo, Rosebery, Beaconsfield and
Darlington all have no local Councillor, while Redfern has three resident
Councillors and Glebe has two. How is this democratic?
Because the Lord Mayor refuses to support wards, despite her election
pamphlet explicitly saying she “would consult with local communities to
establish wards,” it requires anyone who aspires to be elected onto Council
to campaign across the whole local government area. That means that
only those who are members of political parties, or who are independently
wealthy, can afford to do so. How fair does that sound?
More than 90% of Councils in New South Wales, with more than
100,000 residents, have wards. Three quarters of the current City of Sydney
residents were previously represented by wards in the former South Sydney
Council. Isn’t it a more effective use of Councillors’ time and resources for
them to concentrate on getting to understand and help resolve problems
in their local area rather than having nine Councillors running from one
end of the city to the other, trying to get across every issue?

Let us know what you think about this issue.
Send emails to editor@ssh.com.au
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Inner-city clergy unite
in concern over APEC
continued from page 1

Government and governments
of other nations,” said Dr Kaye
in parliament. “If we undermine
f re e d i s s e n t we u n d e r m i n e
democracy.”
President of the NSW Council for
Civil Liberties, Cameron Murphy,
said he was appalled by the
legislation. “There is no precedent
in Australia for the exclusive list,
let alone the Western world,” said
Murphy. “Someone can be charged
for an offence without knowing
they have committed one, because
they didn’t know they were on
the list.”
Rev. Dorothy McRae-McMahon
remembers being “harassed and
spied on” by ASIO in the days of
the Vietnam War but said, “Those
experiences are nothing compared
to the way our liberties have been
undermined today, all in the name
of fighting terrorism.”
Rev. Andrew Collis points out
that there is a real danger the
Act could erode the relationship
between police and the public.
“When that trust breaks down,
anger and animosity take the place
of co-operation. That doesn’t make
us more secure.”

The homeless should be front
of mind according to Rev. Graham
Long. “I am concerned the people
who live on the streets of Sydney
will find themselves moved along
and possibly arrested for merely
existing,” he said.
Mr Murphy told the SSH he was
sceptical about the longer-term
risks associated with the Act, in
particular the potential for it to
become permanent legislation.
“I have seen it before with
the National Crimes Authority in
1983 and with the more recent
terrorism powers. Both had
sunset clauses and both were
extended, eventually becoming
permanent pieces of legislation,”
said Murphy.
Mr Gallacher said in response
a ny ex t e n s i o n o f t h e Ac t ’s
sunset clause would require an
amendment by resolution. This
means at least 4 non-ALP members
would have to agree with all ALP
members to extend the Act.
APEC meetings begin on 2
September with the 2-day APEC
leaders meeting to commence
Saturday 8 September, one day
after the designated public holiday
on the Friday.

Enrol for
Kindergarten 2008
at Alexandria Park
Community School
DATES FOR PARENT INFORMATION DAYS & TRANSITION PROGRAM
EVENT

DATES

TIME

Parent Information Days

30th August
22nd November

10.00 - 11.30 am

Transition to School Program
Thursday

25th October
1st November
8th November
15th November
22ndNovember

10.00 - 11.30 am

Parents are encouraged to attend the Parent Information days.
These days will familiarise you with the school, staff and the Kindergarten
program for 2008.
Students are also encouraged to attend the Transition to School Program
each Thursday morning. This will familiarise the students with the school.
It is also a great way for them to make the Transition to School less frightening.
Catering for Local Students K-12 and Selective Students in Years 5,6,7,8,9,10

Parents argue for
improved road safety
Susannah Palk

Parents with children at the
Lois Barker Childcare Centre on
Wellington Street in Waterloo are
determined to improve road safety
in the vicinity of the Centre before a
tragedy occurs.
They met with City of Sydney
Councillor, Tony Pooley, on Thursday
19 July, to discuss their concerns.
Their main focus was the dangerous situation on Wellington and West
Streets which have no visible signage
or safety measures to warn on-coming
traffic of the presence of children and,
more importantly, the poor pedestrian
access to the Centre, which caters for
newborns to five-year-olds.
“There are plenty of stories of
near misses. We don’t want to turn
that into an accident,” said Michael
Keating, one of the parents who is
a member of the Lois Barker Parent

Committee. “I remember having both
my girls in my arms, trying to cross
the road and wondering, am I going
to make it across?”
Parents have been campaigning
for safety measures for the past 12
months, and progress is slowly gaining momentum.
The Council has recently placed
bollards on West Street in front of
the Centre’s entrance to restrict cars
parking on the curve. A shared-way is
also scheduled to be introduced onto
West Street in the next few months,
which means the speed limit will
be reduced and new signage will be
erected to alert drivers.
However, some parents are not
convinced the proposed measures
go far enough, especially in regard to
Wellington Street. “We’re happy that
progress is being made,” says Michael
Keating, “but parents still feel that
more could be done.”

Pubs with no smoke

Photo: Caity Burridge

Nicholas McCallum

The recent ban on smoking within
pubs and clubs has no doubt left a lot
of people drawing deep, smoke-free
sighs of relief. But the cries continue
for even tighter restrictions.

In a planned 2-year phase out,
New South Wales clubs have blown
the smokers from 25 percent in 2005,
to having no smoking within closed
areas as of July 1 this year. Although
smokers are being forced to bear
the bitter cold of winter nights, the
anti-smoking lobby, Smoke Free
Australia, continues the fight for
even tougher bans to protect workers
and patrons from the dangers of
second-hand smoke. They’re calling for New South Wales to follow
the lead of Queensland, where all
smoking is kept within separate and
unserviced areas.
Though the anti-smoking lobby

Park Road, Alexandria. Ph: 02 9698 1967 Fax: 02 9319 5007
Email: alexparkcs-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Karamia Wheaton, who sends her
21-month-old daughter, Pearl, to the
Centre, said, “The big issue I have
is the speed of cars. Just crossing
the road is very hard. It’s quite
scary actually.”
A pedestrian crossing has been
requested to be installed across
Wellington Street, however, after
conducting a traffic survey, the
Council rejected the application. As
Tony Pooley explained, however busy
the pedestrian traffic on Wellington
Street, the deciding factor was the
amount of car traffic, which wasn’t
substantial enough.
Michael Keating is planning to
lobby the Council again for measures
to be taken in front of the Day Care
Centre. As he points out, “You can
control your kids 19 times out of 20,
but that one time, a car can come
along… This is an issue of child
safety, which is paramount.”

has achieved great leaps in its cause
to abolish smoking in public areas,
the question remains as to how the
changes will affect the bottom line
of individual hotels, and how are
hotels, and patrons, dealing with
the cultural change?
President of the Australian Hotels
Association (AHA), John Thorpe,
AM, claims that establishments
across the state are prepared for
change as well as possible, though
the idiosyncrasies of a schooner and
smoke remain.
“When one considers that Australians have been smoking at the
pub for more than a century, it is
no mean feat to manage a cultural
change as big as smoking bans,”
he said.
He also stated that between 8

Concerned parents with children, on the corner of Wellington and West Streets Photo: Andrew Collis

and 16 percent of casual shifts
would be lost within country and
regional hotels. But how are local
pubs coping?
With its quaint qualities, the
Glengarry Castle sits on the border
of Redfern and Chippendale. In 2005
it reduced smoking to the gaming
room only. Now the Castle has made
a cosy Do It Yourself courtyard in
which to smoke. It’s protected from
the street, but not the elements,
though the regulars there are dealing
with the change.
“I don’t mind [the ban],” one
patron said on an unusually warm
evening, one month after the restrictions came into force.
Steven Leach of Erskineville’s
Rose of Australia and Vice President
of the AHA says that it’s still too

early to give an accurate account of
the effects that the ban will have.
“Any pub in Woolloomooloo that
had the Kitty Hawk on its door-step
is going to have different results than
a pub in Sydney’s south,” he said.
Meanwhile, the Rose no longer
has any smoking indoors, and while
it is constrained by surrounding
buildings, smokers will have to be
content with the tables and chairs
on the footpath, under the cover of
large umbrellas.
Time will tell whether the ban
leads to more smokers drinking
in off-licence premises, or taking
solace in the warmth of a pub’s
front step. At least now, some
pokies players will have another
reason to take a break from their
anti-social pastime.
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HAVE YOU HEARD?

THE FAST NEWS
WITH TREVOR DAVIES

The battle for Pemulwuy
Over the last 18 months there have been two marches from the TNT towers
across to The Block in support of the Pemulwuy Project. It’s been a long
struggle, but victory may be close. Geoff Turnbull in one of his Redfern
Waterloo Updates reports: “The Aboriginal Housing Company (AHC)
is putting the final touches on all the reports required by the Director
General of the Department of Planning for their Pemulwuy Project Concept
Plan Application for The Block. Prior to the submission being made to
the Department of Planning, the AHC will do a presentation to the local
community at the Redfern Community Centre at 4.30 pm on Tuesday 14
August 2007. Come along to the presentation; see what is proposed and
what has changed as a result of continued input from the community
during the preparation of the concept plan. It is expected that the concept
plan will go to the Department of Planning in late August and, following
assessment by the Department, will then go on formal exhibition.”

The war in Iraq coming to Surry Hills
Thomas Cassidy is a US veteran who served in Kosova and Iraq from
July 2001 to July 2005. He was honourably discharged in 2005 and has
dedicated his life to speaking out about the injustice and inhumanity of the
Iraq war and the terrible treatment of Vets by the Bush government. He is
a moving speaker who represents the Iraq Veterans against War (IVAW)
movement in the US. This is a growing movement among vets and soldiers
with about 40 chapters across America. Their stories are tragic and moving
and are a must for anyone who questions what is happening in Iraq.
Thomas will be speaking 3pm Saturday 18 August Teachers Federation
Auditorium 39-41 Reservoir St, Surry Hills.

Movement at Drake-Brockman vs Planning Minister
court case
The South Sydney Herald’s Samantha Van reports after the conclusion
of the Matthew Drake-Brockman vs State Minister for Planning court
hearing, which took place on 25 and 26 July, Frasers Property set up a
meeting with City of Sydney Deputy Lord Mayor and Greens Councillor
Chris Harris for 10 August. Cr Harris told the SSH that Mr Drake-Brockman
and sustainability consultant Michael Mobbs will also attend the meeting.
Cr Harris first wrote a letter to Dr Stanley Quek, Frasers’ Managing Director,
seeking a meeting with him. On 9 July, Dr. Quek replied to Cr Harris: “I am
aware of your continuing interest in this all-important area of Sydney and
share your commitment to seeing a high quality and sustainable project
delivered on Frasers Broadway site. “I will be pleased to meet with you to
discuss our ideas and hear your views on environmental and other issues.
Indeed, my project team and I intend to keep in regular communication
with all key stakeholders and the community from the outset and intend to
use innovative community consultation techniques to broaden the reach of
the consultation process.” At the time of writing, Justice Jagot was yet to
hand down her judgement on the case.

Local Business Awards coming up
Voting for the City of Sydney Local Business Awards competition closed
on 24 July. The finalists for each category will be announced 10 August.
The SSH believes Appetite Café and Video Ezy in the local Redfern
area have contested the café and retail categories. Best of luck for these
contenders as mystery judges begin to visit each of the finalists, with all to
attend a special Gala Presentation on 12 September at Star City Casino to
hear the announcement of the winners. The SSH will publish all finalists
in our September edition. Stay attentive to see who in your local area might
take the award cake.

Digging for dirt in Redfern - none found
As a member of the inner-city Labor Party for at least 25 years, I have been
through some pretty interesting pre-selections but our friends in the Liberal
Party are having some equally tough times. The recent pre-selection for
Cook has seen the party choose Michael Towke, a Redfern old-boy and,
according to the media reports, a former resident of Great Buckingham
Street Redfern and a one-time member of the ALP. One of those whom
Michael defeated in the preselection was Scott Morrison, and Scott is an
active Hillsong member. Upset at the outcome of the pre-selection they
rang yours truly to see if I knew Michael because he had been a member
of the ALP and, if I did, what was he like? They came to me for dirt and
they found none. So desperate were they that they came to an inner-city
Labor party member. Sounds like they are having fun.

Trevor Davies with Leanne Fraser of Appetite Cafe Photo: Andrew Collis

Redfern Markets? Watch this space!
Claire Thompson

The hustle and bustle of people
and kaleidoscope of weekly colour
that is Paddington Markets may
soon be coming to Redfern, as a
development application to hold a
monthly market on the Cope and
Regent Street site has been put
into motion.
The Uniting Church, holders of
Paddington Markets, hopes that
such a market in Redfern will draw
visitors into the area, providing a
meeting place for local residents
and acting as a start-up for creative
businesses wanting to showcase
their work.
The successful Paddington
Markets is the oldest of its kind in
Sydney and has been around since
1973, showcasing a wide range of

contemporary art, gourmet food,
crafts and fashion. The open-air
market is situated in the grounds
of the heritage-listed sandstone
Paddington Uniting Church.
Many local business people
in Redfern are supportive of the
idea, including Leanne Fraser,
owner of the Appetite Cafe on
Regent Street.
Ely Crouch, local resident and
owner of a small dress shop in the
area is also excited at the prospect.
“As a Redfern small business owner
working in the field of fashion and
design I am thrilled to hear about
the idea for a Redfern market. It
would be somewhere I could show
my work and make a few sales.
More importantly I think it will be
a great opportunity for the local
Aboriginal artists and designers

from the Redfern community to
showcase their exceptional talents.
Hopefully it will attract people from
all walks of life into Redfern.”
Trevor Davies, Chair of the
South Sydney Uniting Church
Parish Council and SSH editor has
been involved in recent meetings
regarding the Redfern market. He
says, “The markets at Paddington
have been very successful in raising
money for the Paddington Uniting
Church’s community activities.
We hope we can do the same for
our local community activities – the
SSH in particular – as well as caring
for our heritage church building in
Raglan Street, Waterloo.”
If the Redfern market is to go
ahead it will initially run on a
6-month trial basis on the last
Sunday of the month.

Seeing red on Redfern Street
Claire Thompson

The Redfern Street make-over
has almost been completed
and the street is looking good.
However, it should be noted that
there has been some angst – as
they say “short-term pain for
long-term gain.”
Disputes between contractors
and a local business man came to
loggerheads last month as a result
of modifications to traffic management plans during the upgrade.
Many local businesses have
been dramatically affected, over
a period of months, by contractor
vehicles blocking shop entrances

and using Redfern Street as “a
parking lot,” according to one local
shop owner.
Mr Aspres, owner of Video Ezy
on Redfern Street, says that his
takings dropped by as much as 50
percent over the 6-month period it
has taken for the road works to be
completed. He said, “People just
couldn’t get access to the shop. It
doesn’t take long for customers to
find somewhere else to go.”
Last month, taking the matter
into his own hands, Mr Aspres
used a hammer from his shop to
smash the wing mirror of a City
of Sydney contractor’s vehicle
parked outside (no doubt a clash
of interests!). “Two trucks had

been in a one-hour parking spot in
front of the shop all day preventing
customers from entering. I had
asked them politely to move all
day... then I just saw red.”
Mr Aspres was arrested and
taken to Surry Hills police station
where he was strip-searched and
locked up overnight for breaking
a mirror that he claims only cost
$23.99. He said, “It was a daunting experience for someone who
has never been in trouble with
the law.”
The shop owner now faces
malicious damage charges. Aspres
said, “Courts shouldn’t be cluttered up with incidents relating to
wing mirrors.”

Rare honour to Community Support
and Access Manager
SSH

Felicity Reynolds, who is presently the Manager for Community
Support and Access for the City of
Sydney has recently been awarded
a Churchill Fellowship. The work
which Felicity has been doing for
the Council includes: Inclusion and
Access, Homelessness Services,
Policy and Projects, Aged, Disability
and Food Services and Community
Transport.
She chose her own project which
is “To examine programs that assist
vulnerable and complex chronically
homeless people in USA, Canada,

and the UK.” This will involve
travelling to those countries and
visiting various projects which serve
such people.
Churchill Fellowships are not
easy to come by. The SSH warmly
congratulates Felicity Reynolds and
looks forward to hearing about
what she has learned to the City of
Sydney’s benefit on her return.

For more information about Churchill
Fellowships and to see a list of this year’s
Fellows, go to the following link: www.
churchilltrust.com.au/content.php?id=49

Felicity Reynolds Photo: Ali Blogg

CITYNEWS
AN EVENT FOR YOUR FUTURE … LIVE GREEN
Find out how to live green in a modern, urban world at the
City’s inaugural Live Green event on Saturday 25 August,
between 10am and 4pm at Victoria Park, Camperdown. Live
Green will showcase information and practical ways to
lead a sustainable lifestyle. Hear more at our eco talks and
seminars; taste-test organic and local produce and learn the
art of ‘green’ cooking. More than 90 stalls will share the best
innovations in sustainable living. For details, call 9265 9333
or visit www.livegreensydney.com.au

Clover and members of the Sydney City Scooter Club at Primo Italiano
REINFORCING SYDNEY ART & CULTURE
Sydney’s cultural life
was the focus of recent
City Talks, where Liz
Ann Macgregor from the
Museum of Contemporary
Art, the Sydney Festival’s
Fergus Linehan and
renowned director Neil
Armfield, shared their views
on what Sydney’s cultural life
will be like in the future. Their
ideas and audience debate,
combined with input from
the broader community and
key cultural groups, will help
develop cultural initiatives
as part of our Sustainable
Sydney 2030 project.
SMALL BUSINESS
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROGRAM
A pilot program of sustainability
audits will help 150 small and
medium sized businesses
in the City of Sydney
achieve environmental
improvements and cost
savings. Using funding from
the NSW Environmental
Trust, the City will work
with businesses in our
major shopping precincts
to monitor use of electricity,
gas, water, waste, transport
and chemicals, and uncover
savings through simple retrofits
and greater efficiency. Business
is the source of around 48 per
cent of greenhouse emissions
and 40 per cent of water use in
the City.

CONTACT THE CITY
Phone: 9265 9333
www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

The City already hosts a
series of successful events,
from the Festival of Sydney to
celebrations such as Primo
Italiano. Art also enlivens our
public domain and to ensure
urban design and public art
are integrated, a Public Art
Advisory Group has been
established. The group will
be involved in making city
streets more interesting and
colourful, through projects
like Redfern Street’s bower bird
inspired-artwork.
The City is also working with
Sydney Symphony to

RELOCATION OF REDFERN
SERVICE CENTRE
Redfern Neighbourhood
Service Centre (NSC) will
relocate from its current office
space in Redfern TNT Tower
to 158 Redfern Street, near
Renwick Lane. The move will
occur by the end of September,
once the new premises are
fitted out. Meanwhile, the
City is pleased to announce
the appointment of Kirsten
Woodward as manager of
the Kings Cross NSC. The
centre recently received a
100% customer service
rating through an independent
assessor. You can seek
town planning advice; apply
for a parking permit; view
development applications;
lodge construction certificates;
and pay your rates at any of
our NSCs.

bring you the annual
Stuart Challender Lecture
at Sydney Town Hall on
Monday 27 August. Join
London-based international
cultural commentator
Norman Lebrecht as he
discusses Classical Music.
To book free tickets, call
8215 4600.

WORK BEGINS ON
SURRY HILLS FACILITY
Work has begun on the new
$19m Surry Hills community
facility. The four-storey
building will include a two-level
library, community centre, cafe,
child care and art space. An
upgrade of the adjacent park
will feature the installation of
rainwater collection tanks,
an atrium where plants filter
the air before it is naturally
cooled and solar cells to
provide power to the building.
The City and the Green
Building Council are using this
project to begin work on an
environmental rating system
for public buildings, extending
the “Green Star” system for
commercial buildings.

CLOVER MOORE MP
LORD MAYOR
CITY OF VILLAGES ART
PRIZE ANNOUNCED
A painting depicting a
stationary bicycle on
Newtown’s busy King Street
by Jessica Geron has won
the Sydney, City of Villages Art
Prize worth $3,000. The work
was one of 10 finalists in the
competition, presented by City
of Sydney in partnership with
JCDecaux, to profile the work
of local artists. The finalists’
works were the subject of a
free exhibition at Pine Street
Creative Arts Centre and were
also reproduced as giant
posters featured in JCDecaux
street furniture during July.
To view the work of the finalists,
visit www.cityofsydney.nsw.
gov.au

NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICE CENTRE, REDFERN
Tower 2, 1 Lawson Square, Redfern NSW 2016
Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Saturday 9.00am to 12 noon. Closed public holidays.

BUTT CRUSADERS HIT CITY STREETS
This City has taken active steps to avoid an increase in
cigarette butt littering following the recent ban
of indoor smoking in pubs and clubs.
City staff and rangers have targeted
litter hot spots, handing out 10,000
personal ashtrays (pictured). You can
collect your free personal ashtray from
the City’s Service Centres and One Stop
Shop. For details, visit cityofsydney.nsw.
gov.au/chp
GATES RETURN TO
ORIGINAL LOCATION
The City is working with the
University of Sydney to
return the historic Victoria
Park Gates from the University
grounds to their original
position on City Road, near the
corner of Parramatta Road. The
gates had marked the entrance
to the University between
1870 and 1924 when they
were relocated. Work includes
restoration of the gates’
stone and iron work, with
works to paths and gardens.

NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICE CENTRE, ERSKINEVILLE
104 Erskineville Road, Erskineville NSW 2043
Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Closed public holidays.
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Sydney, Wentworth warm up for election
to make its candidate known.
The Sydney electorate, which
stretches from Sydney Harbour
down to Alexandria and back up to
Balmain, has been redistributed for
this year’s federal election. The seat
now takes in more of Glebe, Rosebery
leaves the area for the neighbouring
Kingsford Smith electorate, and
Moore Park, Potts Point and Elizabeth
Bay now find themselves in the seat
of Wentworth.
Liberal Party wonder-kid Malcolm
Turnbull holds fort in the “marginal
Liberal” Wentworth seat which
extends from Watson’s Bay to Clovelly and west to Centennial Park and
Paddington. In 2004 Turnbull rolled
in around 42% of the primary vote
followed by the ALP (26.3%) and
then the Greens (11.1%), but only
won the seat 58%–42% from Labor
after preferences.
The battle is expected to be even
hotter this election with the ALP
nominating Mayor of Waverley,
George Newhouse. Having chaired
the Waverley Council body overseeing the $600 million Westfield
redevelopment in Bondi Junction,
Newhouse is also a practising lawyer
with strong human rights credentials.
He represented Vivian Solon, an
Australian woman illegally deported
to the Philippines, and Cornelia Rau
who was detained for 10 months in
an Australian detention centre.
To add to the fire, the Greens have
elected Susan Jarnason as their candidate, an active local resident who has
called this year’s visit to the ballot the
“greenhouse election.” Wentworth,
more so than the seat of the Sydney,
looks to be already smoking.

Susan Jarnason (centre) will contest the seat of Wentworth Photo: Greens

Ben Falkenmire

The Greens have again nominated
Jenny Leong to contest the safe Labor
Party seat of Sydney in this year’s
Federal election. The former President
of the Sydney University Postgraduate
Representative Association will be
vying for the seat against the ALP’s

incumbent Tanya Plibersek, the same
competitor she came up against as
the Greens candidate in 2004.
Leong dented the typical ALPLiberal Party shuffle with 21.6% of
the primary vote in the last election, a
+6% swing in her favour – only 7%
behind the Liberal Party. Plibersek,
who has held the seat since 1998,

took around 45% of the total primary
vote. This was the highest ever
percentage recorded for the Greens
in the Sydney electorate, a fact not
lost on an energetic Leong.
“I am ready to build on this support from the community for the
Greens in 2007,” said Leong in her
press release. The Liberal Party is yet

COMMONWEALTH ELECTORAL DIVISION OF

If you have any information about candidates
or the Federal election in general please write
to Ben Falkenmire: falkenmire@gmail.com
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Victory for
sustainable
development?
Samantha Van

Win or lose in the Land
and Environment Court,
Darlinghurst resident Matthew
Drake‑Brockman may have
already won – on behalf of the
public – against global beverages
firm Foster’s Group and the
State Minister for Planning
Frank Sartor.
On 11 July, an event was
held to raise funds “for a
sustainable Carlton and United
Breweries development (in
Chippendale),” City of Sydney
Deputy Lord Mayor and Greens
Councillor Chris Harris said.
The Chippendale community
raised over $1,000 for Mr
Drake‑Brockman’s litigation
against Foster’s and Mr Sartor.
At the fundraiser, Chippendale
resident and sustainability
consultant Michael Mobbs
said: “In a sense, we’ve won
by putting this on the agenda.
Even if we lose the court case,
we’ve won. We’ve put this on
the agenda in a way that makes
the Minister uncomfortable.”
Mr Mobbs has helped
Mr Drake-Brockman, in addition
to others, including Cr Harris,
whose office organised
the fundraiser.
Another speaker,
Cate Faehrmann, the Nature
Conservation Council of
NSW’s Director, congratulated
Mr Drake-Brockman “for his
initiative in bringing deserved
attention onto the State
Government’s calling in of the
development for the CUB site.
“Tonight is about yet another
unsustainable development
that Sydney can’t afford to
have,” Ms Faehrmann said.
“It’s about the fact this current
State Labor Government
doesn’t get that we must,
we absolutely must, plan our
buildings and cities sustainably,
if we are to have any hope of
ensuring an adequate clean
water supply and a safe climate
for future generations.”
Jack Mundey, Green Bans
legend, said that in his
experience since the 1970s,
“extra-parliamentary action
by concerned residents,
environmentalists and
community activists is
essential if overdevelopment
is to be thwarted.”
Mr Mundey said that he
believed the court case (which
took place on 25 and 26 July)
could spark that action.
An audience member, who
said she represented six people
unable to attend, said that she
thought the CUB site “was
lost until I found the letter-box
drop” (about the fundraiser
by community group FoCUS,
Friends of Carlton United Site).
“It’s given us heart.”

Railway line

LA10917

LA10917

2006

2006

Map of Sydney, Map of Wentworth Source: Australian Electoral Commission

More news
on page 11...

Thanks!

Support Independent Media!
A big “thank you” to all the performers, speakers, stall-holders and supporters of independent media who helped make our SSH fundraiser on 8 July a big success! Special thanks to our sponsors:
City of Sydney Council, Australian Technology Park, the Redfern-Waterloo Authority, Appetite Café, Tripod Café, Guitar Jungle, Newnes Hotel Cabins and South Sydney Community Aid.

Book reveals Rudd
“really determined”
Kevin Rudd: The Biography
by Robert Macklin
Review by Ben Walker

R

obert Macklin has written an
excellent biography of prime
ministerial hopeful Kevin Rudd that is
both readable and sufficiently analytical
regarding the key events in Rudd’s life.
The biography begins dramatically
with Rudd’s rise to becoming opposition
leader after Kim Beazley was again looking
unlikely to win the upcoming election.
Macklin then details the prime events in
Rudd’s life and deduces their effect on
Rudd’s character and political orientations.
Rudd began life in a lower-class farm
family in Queensland and even experienced
financial hardship when his family was
evicted from the farm after Rudd’s father
died when he was eleven. However
Rudd “got really determined” and gained
entry into Asian Studies at Australian
National University which helped secure
diplomatic positions in China and Sweden
with the foreign affairs department.
Ready for a new challenge, Rudd became
chief of staff with Queensland Labor
Leader Wayne Goss and helped secure
his election and policy formation between
1989 and 1996. After Goss’s defeat,
Rudd was ready for frontline politics.
After losing Brisbane’s seat of Griffith in
1996, he won in 1998 and soon became
Labor’s foreign affairs spokesperson.
Macklin analyses that Rudd’s current
popularity is partly due to his ability to
relate to the popular mainstream media
as well as the specialised political media
engaged by most politicians. After a
shaky start, Channel Seven’s Sunrise
“family” helped mould Rudd to the more
relaxed and informal style of relating.

The last part of Macklin’s biography
gives greater depth to the well-publicised
popularity and issues regarding Rudd’s
reign over the last few months and finally
weighs his chances for electoral success.
The only criticism of Macklin’s
handiwork is that the biography is perhaps
too positive. There is a ying and yang to
all personalities and Macklin only briefly
describes issues such as his arrogance
while Goss’s chief of staff, his overt
Christianity which Macklin describes as
“unfortunate,” and the unusual situation
for an Australian political leader of having
a partner with a $180 million a year
business. I have not read Nicholas Stuart’s
unauthorised biography but have read a
review that Stuart is less fluent but more
objective because he was not granted
personal interviews with Rudd, family
and associates. Nevertheless, as a quicklywritten biography to facilitate people’s
decision in the upcoming election, Macklin
has created an excellent presentation
of Labor’s best prospect in years.
Natalia Zajaz.

Bourbaki Ensemble at St Stephen’s
Robert Parkinson

T

his was the second recital for the year. In another unusual presentation conductor David
Angell, the 20-piece string orchestra and two wind soloists gave a very satisfying performance
of American and Australian contemporary music at the St Stephen’s church in Newtown
on 15 July. Intriguingly three of the five composers chosen are still alive and writing.
To begin the afternoon both soloists (trumpet: Andrew del Riccio; cor anglais: Rachel
Tolmie) and the ensemble showed how Aaron Copland’s (1900-1990) “Quiet City” translated
successfully from an original wind and piano quartet. Each soloist was a strong foil to the
other. A tranquil yet gently dissonant spirit continued in Elliott Carter’s “Elegy,” also rewritten
from its original form for cello and piano. Born in 1908, Mr Carter has astounded the musical
world in his tenth decade, and many look forward eagerly to marking his 100th birthday.
The end of a short and wistful piece by Carl Ruggles (1876-1971) titled “Lilacs” was missed by
listeners intent on their own reminiscing, and the program proceeded almost without pause into
Australian Peter Sculthorpe’s (1929-) “First Sonata for Strings,” an arrangement from his “String
Quarter No 10.” Reverential chorale-like movements two and four contrasted soberly with the
syncopation and excitement of movements one, three and five, based on Pueblo native American music.
Interval allowed those present to seek some warmth from the winter sun in the
churchyard, and inspect the many monuments of this historical precinct. Opposite the
main door, for example, is a memorial to the church’s architect, Edmund Blacket.
The fourth selection was a premiere in the presence of the composer, Australian Phillip Wilcher
(b.1958), who memorialized the passing of Mozart (d.1791) with a lyrical creation for orchestra
and oboe, titled “1791.” A quiet melancholy throughout echoed moods in earlier items. Finally the
contrasting pastoral scenes and rustic dancing of Aaron Copland’s “Appalachian Spring” broke the
feeling of winter chill, admirably expressing the original ballet choreographed by Martha Graham.
The Ensemble plays next at St Stephen’s on Sunday 14 October 2007 at 2.30 pm with a
program of Dimitri Shostakovich, Herbert Howells and Australian Christine McCombe.
Further information may be obtained from www.users.tpg.com.au/ddangell/
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Disco Funk
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at The Basement

The Clarity Project Photo: Ben Falkenmire

Ben Falkenmire
On a typically cold July night (at
least for this year’s winter) Sydney’s
venerable venue of musical virtuosity,
The Basement, housed a night of electric
disco funk with Professor Groove,
The Clarity Project and FatBack4Way
delivering the lessons.
Punters arrived early to witness

FatBack4Way craft their manicured clearcut sounds in the ambience of a tightly
wound Basement club. A stark contrast
for this fine cream of Sydney’s musical
talent, their fingers usually drumming
away outdoors at The Loft Bar (UTS).
As the seams of the joint expanded the
three-piece up-and-comers The Clarity
Project took to their stage with retro thin
ties and a discipline to please.

Dancing feet were soon rocking
to The Clarity’s Prince and rock-pop
inspired sounds as lead singer Tim Rees
marshalled the floor with flexing falsetto
vocals and the curving guitar frets.
An inch of time to gather the breath
and it was time for the Professor. The one
time Sydney king of funk delivery and
dance floor freakin’ continued to fill the
air with liberation and instinct as all those

Professor disciples of yesteryear washed
cobwebs from between their dancing feet
and headed to the centre floor. Backed by
old time friends on drums (Calvin) and
bass guitar the Professor sang the heaving
audience into their night-time delirium
with drilling vocals and machinistic
drawls. A reminder than when the green
light at The Basement is on, there ain’t no
better dive in this here city.

artwork by alexander romance
Digital collage gives a contemporary artist the opportunity to combine the old and the new into an image that becomes greater than the sum of its parts.
Traditional techniques, new ideas, traditional lines, can be welded together into new compositions that reflect the hybridity of the variety of media that
surround us in 21st century culture. For Alexander Romance the medium of computer-based collage is ideal both conceptually and aesthetically, and allows
him to reference art history and new technology, making both intrinsic to his practice. The artist creates “imaginary ordinary” realms where we can be blinded
by the light of a stallion or showered by pop-art solar eclipses. Romance’s ability to create an image that is simultaneously kitsch and low-brow is what I find
so appealing about his work, as well as his use of colour, and compositional skills that echo traditional Venetian design.” – Caity Burridge

RESOURCE PERFORMANCE WORKSHOPS
Private Coaching Acting Workshops

Jane E Seymour
Actor & Acting Tutor
MA,unsw;BADA,uk; ARTTS Inter.,uk

• Shakespeare • Audition & Call-Backs • HSC

9572 9049

janeeseymour@bigpond.com www.rpworkshops.com.au

Take A Break In Paradise
A place to switch off and revive 3 hrs from Darlington

Newnes Hotel Cabins
Historic Wilderness Retreat
Newnes, Wollemi National Park
TEL

02 6355 1247

www.lisp.com.au/~newnes

Blow your own
trumpet!
Send your band / theatre / art bios
and pics to be published in the Review
(All pics must be 300 dpi
at print size or will be
rejected)

Send to
editor@ssh.com.au

Inside the Broadway Cafe/Bistro Photo: Don Arnold
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Lights are bright on Broadway!

Sound/art festival stretches
knowledge/imagination

Scott Winter

Ben Falkenmire

I

T

t’s written high above patrons’ coffee cups at the Broadway Café/Bistro at
166-170 Broadway, Chippendale: “There is no love sincerer than the love
of food” (George Bernard Shaw).
Acknowledging these wise words, head chef, Leonard O’Mally, time after
time, ensures that each Australian-Mediterranean-influenced dish that exits
the kitchen turns heads.
Whether it’s just a simple steak sandwich or a grilled spaghetti carbonara,
standards remain on par with the type of quality and concentration you
might expect to find at an upper-market CBD establishment. Difference is
the price tag. Each meal from the menu or Specials board averages at around
just $15 – a true bargain.
The Broadway Café, a 1920s heritage, art-deco style dwelling,appears to
be another well-renovated pub/hotel with its outside seating area. But step
inside and it’s more of a stylish rest-stop in the middle of one of Sydney’s
most busy shopping business and university districts. Breakfast, lunch and
dinner are served without restriction 7 days a week, and morning chef
Damon Marani is rapidly being known by locals and regulars who travel
from neighbouring Newtown and Surry Hills, for serving up one of the
“spankiest breakfasts in town.”
The coffee bean is the house’s own fresh-roasted Broadway blend,
(The Coffee Roasting Company) and all is served by a warm friendly team
of baristas and waitresses. Ubiquitous fine art comforts you while dining.
Local Australian artist Maria Gorton currently displays her five-panel oil
canvas piece titled, ‘Sustained Silence,’ naturally attracting the more studious,
arty types. Even if you just rock up for some jazzy tunes and an evening
beer or a glass of wine at the cocktail bar, the main thing you notice is that
at the Broadway Café everything is done with an added sense of timeless,
down-to-earth quality and style.
For functions and group bookings contact café@thebroadway.com.au or
phone 9212 2007 checkout www.thebroadway.com.au

Eastside Arts
Friday 10 August, 8.15pm
Eastside Music Café
Musica Viva’s Cafe Carnivale presents
LATIN AMERICAN STRING ENSEMBLE
with special guest SANDRA REAL
The Latin American String Ensemble features
Ivan Vivas on vocals and cuatro (four stringed guitar
from Venezuela) performing music of his native
Venezuala and other regions of South America.
Bookings: cafecarnivale.com.au or 1800 688 482
Saturday 11 August, 8pm
Eastside Music Cafe
Skorba – party with us to the music of Malta
+ Guava
Fundraiser for Eastside Arts!
Pre-sales $12/$15 Door $14/$17
Skorba is a musical collaboration between John
Robinson (oud, tamboura, guitar), Andy Busuttil
(percussion, vocals, whistles, clarinet) and various
guests performing original music sung in Maltese
with a theme of cultural unification.
www.myspace.com/skorba

he Performance Space housed the eighth series
of Liquid Architecture in late June, a festival
celebrating “the diverse methods of sound making
and sound theory” with the aim of popularising
sound culture and its adventurous off-shoots.
Over the festival’s three days, audiences were
privy to a mix of musical performances comprising
audio-visual displays and presentations and
installation work, along with critical elements in
workshop, panel and artist talk formats.
The foyer of the CarriageWorks site was
transformed by organisers into the Terminal
Installation Program featuring Natasha Anderson’s
‘Tissue,’ Jasper Sreit’s ‘Chime 1’ and Wade
Marynowsky’s ‘Ever Evolving Tracks of Delayed
(Train) Lines’ complete with an autonomous
feedback machine inside a pianola.
The opening night of the festival celebrated
popular music with glam rock cover band Winner,
Tony Mason-Cox and the Daniel Green Tribute Show
taking on the musical in a theatrical sloppy style.
The second night took audiences to the more
extreme with Swiss-based performers Runzelstirn
& Gurglestock and Dave Phillips, Natasha Anderson
combining her contrabass recorder and electronics

with an audio-visual set-up, and Thomas Arnold
Knox strutting his laptop best with a solo cut-up
noise set.
The SSH attended the closing night which was
themed AV (audio-visual). While Kamusta failed
to impress attempting to make up for dogged
narration with evangelical-esque images, Peter
Newman set the audio-visual record straight. In
the spirit of Demux synesthesia Newman wooed
with mesmerising galactic-inferno movement
combined with orchestral audio-narrative build ups,
transporting the audience to realm of possibility
in the galaxy, with insinuations of what space life
would be like after Earth’s apocalypse.
Internationally renowned French audio-visual
artists, Cellule D’Intervention Metamkine, educated
the audience with their unique use of mirrors,
projectors and live on-stage editing to deliver filmlike narration. While Brisbane-based performers
Abject Leader and Lloyd Barrett displayed their
unique use of projectors and ambient sounds.
Attendees with appreciation for the voyage of
sound left the Performance Space with nodules
added to their knowledge and imagination’s
spheres, be it ones they wanted or not. Probably a
mix of both in what is one of the idiosyncrasies of
sound art.

Supporting live music in Sydney with two unique venues: Eastside Music Café & Stone Gallery on Oxford
(Paddington Uniting Church). Café Carnivale every Friday night from 7.45pm www.cafecarnivale.com.au

Sunday 12 August
Stone Gallery on Oxford
Winter Harp Workshop
This year’s Winter Harp Workshop will have a very
definite Latin flavour. Cliona Molins will be joined
by Colombian harpist Sandra Real from Brisbane
(see www.latinharp.com).
Warm-up session: 12.30pm to 2.30pm (arrive at
midday for 12.30pm start). Advanced Session: 3pm to
5pm. Cost: $40 per session or $60 for both. $10 for
observers. Bookings and information: Noni 9653 3691
or nonidickson@netspace.net.au
Friday 17 August, 8.15pm
Eastside Music Café
Musica Viva’s Cafe Carnivale presents
Lolo Lovina
Lolo Lovina is a dynamic 6-piece band with a line
up including violin, voice, bass, two guitars, banjo,
bouzouki, saxophone and accordion.
Bookings: cafecarnivale.com.au or 1800 688 482

Saturday 18 August, 8pm
Eastside Music Cafe
Mal Webb: A night of vocal gymnastics
+ Mr Percival
pre-sales $12/$15 door $14/$17
Mal’s back! Mal Webb: Vocal gymnast, multiinstrumentalist and songwriter. Ballads, beatbox
and beyond.
Friday 24 August, 8.15pm
Eastside Music Café
Musica Viva’s Cafe Carnivale presents
Songs From Ukraine
Led by Ukrainian born Larissa Burak and featuring

Victor Mishalow, tonight’s artists are all united by
Eastern European folk music traditions.
Bookings: cafecarnivale.com.au or 1800 688 482
Saturday 25 August, 8pm
Stone Gallery on Oxford
Ensemble Offspring
Crippled Symmetry –
the music of Morton Feldman
$20/$15
The iconic New York composer Morton Feldman is
renowned for soft delicate works that are cast over
large time-frames.

Eastside Music Café (hall) and Stone Gallery on Oxford (church) are on the site of the Paddington Markets.
395 Oxford St Paddington. Eastside Music Café is licensed and finger food and snacks are available. Both
venues are all-ages. Pre-sales: www.moshtix.com.au or 1300 438 849 info: 9331 2646 info@eastsidearts.org.au
Free car parking – Gordon Street church car park. www.eastsidearts.org.au
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A guide to live (and good)
entertainment in Sydney
By Peter Whitehead

0

Dinner With Friends

('

at Darlinghurst T heatre until 18 August.

Kim Hardwick directs Rebecca Rocheford Davies, Antony Grgas, David Terry and
Rachel Terry in a humorous take on food, family and the fallout from deception.
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LUCY GUERIN INC’S LOVE ME

in the Performance Space at CarriageWorks on Wed to Sat
from 8-18 August.
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The intimate beats of our emotional lives find mesmerising physical expression
in 3 short dance works.

)(

Also on show in the Performance Space at CarriageWorks from 8 Aug are BYSTANDER,
an immersive video installation made by Ross Gibson and Kate Richards, and HOMELAND
ILLUMINATIONS, a sculptural work incorporating oral history produced by Jonathan H
Jones and Ruark Lewis.
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BRILLIANT MONKEY
at the O ld F itzroy through August.
Jeremy Sims directs a new play depicting the relationship of an Afghanistan war veteran
and his homeless brother.
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THE STORY OF THE MIRACLES AT COOKIE’S TABLE
opens 15 August at the SBW Stables Theatre.
Marion Potts directs Wesley Enoch’s play that starts In the 1870s when a girl is
born under a tree - her birth tree - chosen to give her strength and wisdom.
Crossword by D.P.

ACROSS

DOWN

1,5
9
10,13
12
14
16
19
21
24
25
27
28
29
30

1
Not a soul, formless. (6)
2 Regular couple of blokes. (6)
3 This or that, these or ___. (5)
4 Ironing at day’s end. (7)
6 Cite 13 across shaken with vigour. (9)
7 Appreciative of gruel & fat concoction. (8)
8 Order I dissent. (8)
11 Mellowed or yellowed. (4)
15 24 across shot up South Sydney icon. (9)
17 Charred croc turns up in shed. (8)
18 Overexposed buns turn wrinkled. (8)
20 Apparel worn back to front in the bordello. (4)
21 See 26 down.
22 Beheading 28 across is severe. (6)
23 It is indeed! (6)
26 & 21 down Popular chant from The Burrow. (2,3,7)

Founding year of the 15 down. (8,1,5)
Tunnel digger may be hard core 15 down fan. (8)
Colours of the 15 down. (3,3,5)
Ear splitting. (9)
Boast about garb. (4)
Note alternative routes. (7)
Bat wielding night owl. (7)
Mr. Rabbit. (4)
Jewish religious leader. (5)
Swill the gin in bed, in the dark. (9)
Tediously pluck stringed instrument. (4,2)
Administrative area. (8)
Detective established abbreviated hate. (6)
East End’s redevelopment is approved. (8)
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A night’s walk By Ben Falkenmire
Feet tap black water
Rendering unsound bearable
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Dear readers, please contact us with your own recommendations of forthcoming events of note.
It is important people get to know what’s going on.
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KATIE NOONAN
friday 31 august, metro theatre
Katie Noonan will be known to many as the voice of Brisbane indie band george who sold
hundreds of thousands of their two albums, Polyserena and Unity. Those well into their music
may also be familiar with Katie’s other recording projects: Before Time Could Change Us, a jazz
album with Paul Grabowsky, Two of a Kind, a range of duets with her opera singer mother
Maggie, and her work with jazz trio Elixir.
Now Katie is out on her own with the August 11 launch of solo CD Skin, recorded last year
in Sydney and LA while she was pregnant with Jonah (now the younger brother of Dexter, 2).
Most of the album was tracked straight to 2-inch 16-track tape – totally analogue – on vintage
gear at Linear Studios by producer Andrw Kippel who also co-wrote 5 of the dozen sweetly
ethereal songs in this deeply personal rumination on new beginnings.
“Obviously, I’ve worked with george as my main creative force for almost a decade... so that’s
a big chunk of my life, and I’m also in the band with my brother, and suddenly, I was on my
own without my family, without the band I’ve been playing with for ten years. But at the same
time, it was very liberating, musically, because I had a completely clean slate and a fresh start
which kind of encapsulates that new beginning for me musically and personally.”
Husband, Zac Hurren, plays sax and does the horn arrangements as one of the musos
supporting Katie’s soaring jazz-infused vocal instrument. Paul Grabowsky, longtime friend
and collaborator, conducts the Sydney Scoring Orchestra through his arrangements.
Bookings: Ticketek on 132 849 or win two tickets from the SSH by emailing
beaverskip@hotmail.com and telling us why, in 25 words or less, you want to see Katie live
at the Metro on the 31st.

Last month’s solutions
(

PUGILIST SPECIALIST
at Darlinghurst T heatre from 23 August.
Michael Pigott directs a black comedy about a team of US marines out to assassinate
a mustachioed middle-eastern dictator.

G
U

Mind swoops no forgotten prey
Open, vast, emptiness
Tomorrow’s day
Now or neverness
Block
Open mouth engulfs warnings
Swallowing time’s still air
Tick tock captured in a block
Taste buds salting with each lick

Pictures, moments, shadows of irrelevance
Drop to feet’s peaks
Tick
Eyelids drip under cloud’s weight
While the moon murmurs to fate
Where thought is born
On the edge of the horizon’s ledge
Daylight ready to savour sweetness
Knowing nothing of silent song
Tock.
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News cont’d
ADVERTISEMENT

Tanya Plibersek MP
Member for Sydney
ICE in our community
Recently, the United Nations released its
2007 World Drug Report. In the report’s
findings, Australia ranked second in the world
for amphetamine use as a percentage of the
population. Australia also has one of the best
reporting practises world-wide.

Cr Marcel Hoff and council worker Ken Bramley Photo: Jack Carnegie

Council supports workers, opposes Work Choices
Candice Chung

The City of Sydney has delivered
a “precedent-setting blow” against
Work Choices by maintaining existing
employment conditions for its staff for
the next 12 months.
The decision follows a rally attended
by over 200 local council workers at the
Sydney Town Hall in June. Members
of the City of Sydney Council and the
United Services Union (USU) were
addressed by speakers including the
USU General Secretary Ben Kruse,
Deputy Lord Mayor Chris Harris and
Greens councillor Michael Lee.
Currently, there are five industrial
agreements that apply to different
council staff. Uncertainty remains on
whether the Federal Government’s
Work Choices law should apply

to local governments – a move
that will effectively put council
workers in the same boat as private
sector employees.
The Lord Mayor Clover Moore
also addressed the crowd on the day,
lending her support to the Your Rights
at Work campaign.
“The Council supports retaining the
status quo and awarding pay increases
in the mean time,” Moore said.
In a submission to the standing
committee on social issue earlier this
year, Moore has also called on the NSW
Government to lesson the impact of
Work Choices on disadvantaged and
vulnerable workers.
Following the rally, the City of
Sydney has resolved to award workers a
4 percent pay rise and maintain existing
employment conditions, including

penalty rates and roster stability, for
12 months beginning 21 July.
Union members and Council staff
embraced the decision: “I’ve always
been a strong supporter of the unions
and the rights of workers, and therefore
a strong opponent of Work Choices,”
Cr Marcel Hoff told the SSH.
“The Council’s support of the
unions is therefore very important,”
Cr Hoff added.
USU General Secretary Ben Kruse
said the Council’s decision was “a
win for collective bargaining and
workers’ rights.”
“The decision to reject the Howard
Government’s extreme Work Choices
regime and defend workers’ rights to
fair wages and job security sets the
benchmark for all other councils in
NSW,” Mr Kruse said.

Union and RWA build community
Pam Dagwell

At a t i m e w h e n t h e Fe d e ra l
Government response to the sad
and complex problems facing our
Indigenous population in the Northern
Territory is to “send in the troops,” it
is reassuring to know that in our own
backyard the Construction Forestry
Mining and Energy workers Union has
a more enlightened approach.
The present CFMEU has grown out
of an amalgamation of unions which
have represented Australian workers
in the construction, forestry, mining
and energy industries for over 150
years. While its main focus is on
“looking after its own” by improving
wages, conditions and safety for its
members, the CFMEU has a strong
social conscience and as National
Secretary, John Sutton, says in his
website message, “Our campaigns
have made Australia a better place to
live for everyone.”
In 2002, Les Tobler, an Aboriginal
Liaison Officer employed by the
CFMEU for many years, was the
driving force behind a Koori Job
Ready Course which taught young,
unemployed Aboriginal men basic
skills in the building industry. 16
students completed the 6-week course
and all found employment either as
apprentices or labourers.
The CFMEU then developed a
partnership with TAFE to assist in the
Course provision and funding. Treloar
TAFE has set up an 8-week program
open to approximately 17 students,
including women and older long-term
unemployed. Rohan Tobler, Les’ son,

is now the CFMEU Aboriginal Liaison
Officer. He says the Course has an
80 percent retention rate, measured
by the graduates’ success in gaining
employment.
The Redfern-Waterloo Authority,
a NSW Government body formed
to revitalize
Redfern, Waterloo, Eveleigh and
Darlington, was so impressed with the
results that they joined forces with the
CFMEU and, in May 2005, Minister
for Redfern-Waterloo, Frank Sartor,
announced the signing of a 10-year
Jobs Compact agreement.
According to Tim Vollmer, Media
Liaison Officer with the CFMEU,
this means training will continue
and ensures a minimum number of
Indigenous workers are employed on
all projects in the area. “For instance,
the new $120m Channel 7 building
(at Australian Technology Park) will
provide up to 60 plus Indigenous jobs
during the various stages of
construction.” Under the terms
of the agreement all tenders put out
for work on State-owned land in
Redfern-Waterloo have to include an
“Aboriginal participation plan”; as well
the contractor has to invite Aboriginal
businesses to tender for the job.
Employment possibilities will
increase as projects such as the
Redfern Station upgrade and the North
Eveleigh vocational training centre
commence. Rohan Tobler is currently
mentoring 10 apprentices employed
by the FRH Group on Building B
at the ATP. When the Redfern Oval
Redevelopment begins soon, he
expects a further 10–15 Indigenous

workers will be given work. “This is
especially exciting for the community
because our youth have played sport
on that oval for generations and now
they will be able to say they helped
rebuild it as well.”
A Sports Academy planned for
Redfern School will operate in
conjunction with the Oval project.
Rohan says that it will mean “Our
kids can come down from the bush
and stay while they learn and train. It
is great to work with your people and
see recognisable changes.”
Denny Hall, Principal Project
Manager Training, Enterprise and
Employment with the RWA, confirms
the success of its partnership with the
CMFEU. Since the 2005 Jobs Compact
began, 80 positions have been created
for Indigenous people and a further 80
will be filled in the next 18 months.
“These are mostly apprenticeships,”
she said. “We believe employment,
not welfare, is the key to moving
forward.” Denny credits Les Tobler
with being a critical component of
the scheme. “Les’ early work was the
building block for the Jobs Compact
agreement. To move in behind a
respected elder of the community is
the best way of achieving our mutual
outcomes.” Les is currently a member
of the Ministerial Advisory Committee
on Employment and Enterprise
Development for the area.
The CMFEU is helping to give local
Indigenous people opportunities to
learn, work and play – universal
goals. A model for part of the solution
to Aboriginal problems elsewhere,
perhaps?

This report coincided with the release of a ten
year study by the National Drug and Alcohol
Research Centre which showed relatively high
rates of amphetamine use – they report that
12 percent of 24 year olds have taken the drug
within the last year.
Increased use of amphetamines and
methamphetamines is having an impact on our
community and is emerging as a new challenge
for both health and law enforcement authorities.
With many myths surrounding the use of these
types of drugs, especially ‘ice’ it is important to
make sure we as a community are fully informed
and armed with the facts.
I am hosting a public forum on this issue and
have asked some experts in the field to come
along and talk to local residents, parents,
teachers and community workers about their
concerns. I encourage you to come along and
participate in the discussion.
The details of the forum are:
7 – 8.15pm
Wednesday 22 August 2007
Redfern Town Hall
Pitt St, Redfern
The speakers on the night will be:
Dr Gilbert Whitton – Drug and
Alcohol Specialist
Beaver Hudson – Clinical Nurse at
St Vincents Hospital
Tony Trimingham – Family Drug Support
Please call my office on 9357 6366
with any questions or to rsvp.
Authorised by Tanya Plibersek MP
Labor Member for Sydney
422 Crown St, Surry Hills NSW 2010
9357 6366 | www.tanyaplibersek.com
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Kristina
Keneally

MP

MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON

Between Sunday 2 September and Sunday 9 September
2007, Sydney will be hosting the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) meetings. Senior Officials,
Ministers, business leaders and the Leaders of the 21
APEC Member Economies will meet to discuss economic
development, trade, regional security, job creation and
climate change.

Qs & As on Council DAs
Bill Birtles

Sydney City Councillor Phillip Black
has told a Council meeting that there
needs to be a clear but comprehensive
brochure explaining how the Development Application (DA) process works
for residents.
The move comes after several
residents have expressed frustration
about the lack of information on the
process behind DAs.
Recently, Erskineville resident
Mark McPherson became concerned
about a DA that was attached to his
neighbour’s house, which involved
removing an existing single-storey
house and replacing it with three
three-storey houses.
Mr McPherson and his partner
wrote a detailed objection to the DA

but were surprised to find that all they
received in reply was a simple letter
saying, “Thanks for your submission
but the proposed development has
been approved.”
“It seems that a Planning Officer
is placed in charge of the assessment
and gets input from the Council Heritage Specialist,” Mr McPherson told the
Herald. “The Heritage Specialist looks
at whether the proposed development
is in keeping with the other dwellings
in the street, and then the Planning
Officer makes the final decision.”
Mr McPherson says the decision
had already been made about the
development near him, even before
all the submissions had come in.
Andrew Woodhouse, of the Potts
Point and Kings Cross Conservation
Society, welcomes any attempt to help

clarify the process.
“DAs affect property values and
take up huge slabs of residents’ time,
often time they don’t have, with many
residents working full-time as well.
To lodge objections and appear at
Council meetings on short notice and
then in the NSW Land and Environment Court puts residents at an unfair
disadvantage.”
Mr Woodhouse says groups like his
have often had to inform residents
about how the DA process works.
“This has put an enormous strain on
our slender resources,” he said.
Cr Black said at the May meeting
where he proposed the brochure
that people may only object once or
twice in their life, but they need more
comprehensive information if that
time comes.

The NSW Government is working closely with the APEC
Taskforce to minimise the impacts of APEC on the
people of Sydney, however, some disruption to transport
and traffic is expected.
Monday 3 September – Thursday 6 September 2007
Public transport services will operate on standard
weekday timetables. Some disruption to traffic and
vehicular access during this period is anticipated.
Friday 7 September 2007
A public holiday has been declared for Sydney on
Friday 7 September 2007. Circular Quay, St James and
Museum railway stations will be closed however buses
and ferries will operate on Public Holiday timetables.
(Some businesses such as international banks, or retail
outlets which normally operate on public holidays, may
open for trading on 7 September).
Saturday 8 September – Sunday 9 September 2007
Leaders’ Week culminates on these 2 days resulting in a
high level of security and related infrastructure within the
Sydney CBD restricting movements within and around
the CBD.
I am pleased to report that the NSW police have been
working with state and Federal agencies for more than
two years to maximise the security of the event while at
the same time minimising any disruptions to the people
of New South Wales.
Should you have any further questions about the APEC
meetings you can visit the APEC website
www.apec2007.org.

Kristina Keneally MP
Member for Heffron
Shop 117, 747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
Phone: (02) 9699 8166 Fax: (02) 9699 8222
Email: kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Tim Brunero, Tony Abbott and Alex Hartman at the Wayside Chapel Photo: Caity Burridge

Wayside forum:
Speaking up about feeling down
Claire Thompson

It was a full turnout at the Wayside
Chapel in Kings Cross on Tuesday 24
July for an open forum on depression in the community. The forum,
another in a series of “speaking out,”
was chaired by Tim Brunero, with
guest speakers Federal Minister for
Health Tony Abbott, and successful
business founder Alex Hartman.
As many as 1 in 5 Australians are
likely to suffer an episode of mental
illness in their life-time. Mr Abbott
said, “Mental illness is a reality. It
is much more prevalent in today’s
society than it used to be. If it doesn’t
reach us directly in our life-time then
it will touch our friends, family or
neighbours. I suspect there are times
when we all get close to the edge.”
Mr Abbott spoke at length of Prime
Minister John Howard’s sensitivity
toward and support for the issue
with a new Government initiative

called ‘headspace’ that has recently
been launched in support of young
people with mental illness.
Headspace is set to change the
way that mental health services are
delivered to young people across
Australia, with emphasis on a youthfriendly environment and improved
accessibility enabling young people
with complex problems to get all
the help they need as early on
as possible.
Alex Hartman, who received the
Young Australian of the Year Award
for Career Achievement in 2000, suffers from bipolar disorder. Hartman
acknowledged the difficulty in seeking help, especially for young males
with mental health problems. “While
I was at school, 4 students took their
lives because of depression,” he said.
“At headspace we are trying to get
the message across to kids in ways
they access information – primarily
online and via mobile phones. We

are trying to de-stigmatise the subject
of depression.”
Hartman went on to recount his
own battle with bipolar disorder
and spoke of the importance of the
support and strength of his family
and friends in aiding his recovery
and management of the condition.
He said, “I shouldn’t be here now.
The only reason that I am, is because
people saw a reason to look after
me when I was really, really sick.
In regards to headspace I just hope
that we are able to create a community where young people can
share with others when they are
feeling down.”

headspace is funded by the Australian
Government under the Promoting Better
Mental Health - Youth Mental Health
Initiative. Visit www.headspace.org.au
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Comment & Opinion
GUEST Editorial

Nation at the crossroads
“We have to ask why Australia has failed, why Australian governments
have failed to deal with the racism that Aboriginal people continue to
experience, why some governments have even sought to exploit racist
tendencies in Australian society for political gain.”
Cartoon: norrie mAy- welby

Dr Naomi Mayers is the Chief Executive Officer of the Redfern Aboriginal Medical Service
Dr Naomi Mayers OAM

FAITH

Everybody needs
good neighbours
Clive Pearson

S

ome years ago I turned up to a conference on faith in the public
forum. It was held at Sydney University. One of the key speakers
was Eva Cox. If you Google her name the first thing that pops up is a
reference to a “feisty feminist.” I didn’t know that at the time. I knew
she had delivered the Boyer Lecture on ABC radio back in 1995; and,
a quick tour of the internet tells you that she is an on-line author and
well sought-after speaker.
Not surprising actually. What Eva Cox is so passionate about
is the making of a better society – or, as she puts it, a more “civil
society.” The difficulty is that we have been subjected far too often
to an economy based on competition; we don’t co-operate and we
compete. And, more recently, we have been suckled and nurtured on
a politics of fear. Cox talks to us about trust, justice, and the fostering
of civic capital.
Back at that conference, on the threshold of a new millennium,
Cox talked to us about our “thin relationships.” Now, this turn of
phrase was not yet another campaign against obesity! These thin
relationships refer to the quality of the casual acquaintances we
make with each other each day. They are critical. For us to function
well you need to know that I will deal with you justly and that I
am reliable. I’m not out to cheat you; I’m not out to exploit you.
The really important word is trust – not quite a four letter word,
but close enough!
Why did I find myself thinking about Cox, her Boyer Lectures and
this rather in-house kind of conference? The reason lay north of the
border, in Brisbane and on the Gold Coast, and with the media and
political coverage of a certain Mohamed Haneef.
What struck me these last few weeks was how public opinion is
constructed, then shaped and massaged. All of a sudden we had
images beamed upon us from a fiery Glasgow airport, reports of SIM
cards and an arrest here in this country, a wife in Bangalore and then
a mix of political and police comment. What a rollercoaster of emotive
ideas! No doubt the Haneef affair has been a good story and who
knows where it will finish.
What hit home for me was how media constructed we are.
We were being handed the basic information, often with an angle of
interpretation. What was the underlying intention? What was driving
the story to be handed on in such a way as to create a desired effect?
It has sometimes been said that the public voice in this country
is being rather well-managed these days. The voice of dissent is
frequently silenced – besides which so many of us are becoming so
busy in our everyday lives and work that we “switch off” to the call
of being members and citizens of a well-established, ill-resourced
civil society. It is notoriously difficult these days to find people who
will serve on a committee for the public good. It doesn’t seem very
glamourous, and we can live so readily on the surface of headlines.
There is a vital place for local newspapers like this one. Yes, they
have their headlines; they have their angles; and, no doubt, the
editor is after a good story – and you won’t always agree with what is
written. But – it is accessible; it is free; it is about your place and what
is happening in your midst; and, maybe you can discern between the
sentences and columns, a commitment to a just neighbourhood and
a collection of postcodes that might compose in this here-and-now
an experiment in civil society. Everybody needs good neighbours.
Rev. Dr Clive Pearson is the Principal of United Theological College,
North Parramatta and the Associate Head of the School of Theology
at Charles Sturt University.

I

have been involved in Aboriginal
Affairs since 1957. I have seen
governments come and go. I have
read most of the reports into Aboriginal Affairs in that time and all the
reports into Aboriginal health. My
summary is this: the fundamental
recommendations are remarkably
similar but Australian governments
have avoided their implementation. This fact is known around
the world and the abiding opinion
of many foreign governments is
that Australian governments have
failed in Aboriginal Affairs. There
is a view internationally that this
failure reflects an endemic apathy
towards the welfare of Aboriginal
peoples and this apathy reflects a
rather imperfect understanding of
the implications of the basic tenet
that all humans are equal.
If we look to our near neighbour
New Zealand, the Maori are held
in high respect in that country.
Their traditions and ceremonies
have an established place in the
fabric of New Zealand society, their
languages are spoken by many nonMaori and there is a treaty dating
from 1842 between Maori and the
New Zealand Government. The
Maori are well represented in the
professions and in commerce and
have been for several generations.
Their health status reflects their
capacity to access the economic and
social production of their country.
We have to ask why Australia has
failed, why Australian governments
have failed to deal with the racism
that Aboriginal people continue to
experience, why some governments
have even sought to exploit racist
tendencies in Australian society for
political gain.
This is not to say that there are
not many decent Australians who
support Aboriginal rights. In fact,
it is almost as though we have two
Australias: one that wants to join
the international community in the
best traditions of civil society and
the other that prefers to flirt with
notions that are not dissimilar to
those of pariah states of the past
like the apartheid regime of South
Africa which incidentally operated
under laws that had been copied
from Queensland.
To make the point a little clearer,
there are many Australians who
have a mature understanding of
human rights and they support
Aboriginal self-determination. Then
on the other hand, there are those
who do not understand the body
of thought that constitutes the
discourse on human rights and they

support the view that government
should control the affairs of Aboriginal people even in some cases
to the extent that Aboriginal people
should be deprived of other rights
or benefits that would otherwise
be available to all citizens. The
rationale for the approach is that “it
is for their own good.” It looks quite
ugly in print does it not?
Part of the wrong approach
involves a reliance on the views of
self-appointed or government-appointed “experts,” either Aboriginal
or non-Aboriginal, in Aboriginal
Affairs. Typically, these people are
promoted as messiahs of one kind
or another and are believed to have
a special sort of intelligence that can
provide “breakthrough” solutions
for their political masters.
They speak for themselves or
mouth the ideas of those who
remunerate them.
In Aboriginal culture, the community is the expert. We arrive at
decisions by consensus. Our system
is ancient and it has served us well
for 60,000 years. When Aboriginal
people place themselves above our
community consensus processes
and promote themselves as “leaders,” they transgress a fundamental
and defining principle of Aboriginal
culture. In so doing, they effectively
deny their own Aboriginality and
adopt the practices of those who
do not perceive the legitimacy of
our ways.
An example of the right approach
was the extensive consultative
process that led to the development
of the National Aboriginal Health
Strategy in 1989. This document
was the result of consensus between
Aboriginal communities and all
levels of government.
It was the first occasion in
Australian history since 1788 that
Aboriginal peoples and Australian
governments had worked together
under the Aboriginal decisionmaking process of consensus. It set
a precedent of which all Australians
should be proud but its true historical significance has been largely
unheralded. The National Aboriginal
Health Strategy was lauded overseas
but it is yet another source of
policy that remains unimplemented
in Australia.
The National Aboriginal Health
Strategy envisioned a system
whereby Aboriginal peoples would
control their own primary health
delivery system and Aboriginal
health policy. The model derived
from the general principle of selfdetermination and is generalisable
across Aboriginal Affairs. It is the
right way, the way forward.

The wrong way, the current and
past way, is to administer Aboriginal
Affairs via non-Aboriginal bureaucracies. As well as being the very
antithesis of self-determination, they
operate in a vastly different cultural
environment from that of Aboriginal
communities and pursue priorities
that are not those of our peoples.
Bureaucracies have not always
conducted their relationships with
Aboriginal peoples in accordance
with the principles that should
underpin civil and respectful communication. We are regularly spoken
to with contempt, hectored, lectured
at and treated as inferiors of lesser
intelligence whose ideas are to be
dismissed. I do not wish to appear
to criticise all bureaucrats. Many are
disgusted and embarrassed by what
they witness but the fact remains
that our interactions with government officials are characterised
by such behaviour with sufficient
regularity as to be commonplace.
Inexperience and disinterest have
led to repeated cycles of failed promises or unanswered calls for action.
As Professor Dobson pointed out in
2003, ATSIC had campaigned for a
decade for funding to implement
child abuse prevention strategies
but its requests were met with
funding cuts! The results of this
failure of government are seen so
tragically today.
In my view Australia stands at
the crossroads. We can mature as
a nation, indeed we can acquire
true nationhood if our country
acknowledges the human rights
of Aboriginal people including our
right to self-determination, acknowledges the wisdom of our cultures
and actively promotes respect for
our traditions and life-ways. When
Aboriginal people feel equal in
Australia, then this country will
have achieved a critical milestone
in its history. We have a choice
and we believe that Australia can
move forward.
However, sadly, I currently see
retrogression to a policy milieu
informed by an underlying philosophy whose differences from
racism are at best subtle. We
are used in a desperate game of
wedge politics where the prize is
electoral success. But I ask whether
dishonourable success is success
at all. I ask whether it is moral
for politicians and their parties to
acquiesce in such circumstances
simply as a tactic to neutralise an
attempt to drive a wedge. Decent
people would not have the stomach
for such opportunism.
Australia needs to do some
soul searching.
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Features
The media and
the formation of
community
From a paper given at the Customs House City of Sydney Library
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

T

he media is hugely powerful in its influence on society and
therefore carries a grave responsibility. The way we exercise this
power has the capacity to build or dismantle human community and
now, possibly even the planet itself.
There are times when I suspect that we pretend to ourselves that
we are just reporting and reacting to the initiatives of others. There is
a certain truth in that, but is far from the whole truth. What we give
prominence to, the slants we take and the emphases we give in what
we portray and the very selections we make for coverage, are part of
the formation of the life of the community.
The media can concentrate on the bad news or give us stories
which inspire us. If there was one reason that we launched the South
Sydney Herald, it was because we saw, over and over again, the way
the mainstream media primarily gave attention to the bad news which
came out of Redfern. This is not to suggest that any media should be a
“happy clappy” romantic medium for life. However, to consistently give
priority to bad news diminishes hope and discourages those who are
trying hard to enhance the life of any community – especially if they
are vulnerable.
To tell the life stories of ordinary people who survive against
the odds or achieve great things lifts the hearts of us all. I would
suggest that, at this time, we need that lift possibly more than for
many decades.
Media can encourage or discourage genuine debate, whatever
politicians and other leaders say and do in relation to that. The role
of the media is not just in the area of honest and accurate reporting.
We can add thoughtful and reflective pieces, which both invite
and require our leaders to respond and our readers to demand that
response. We can collude with those who end discussion before it
begins by labelling people as “rednecks” or “latte- and chardonnaydrinking lefties,” or refuse to support this and insist that the issues
raised be properly explored.
Media can so easily make us lazy by giving us grabs and spins
and sensational stuff, rather than inviting us into deeper thought and
analysis. Perhaps the supreme example of this trivia lies in what now
purport to be magazines. As an older woman, I remember New Idea,
Woman’s Day and Women’s Weekly over many decades. They were
never, of course, the centre of academic or deep political comment.
However, compared to what they are today, they were a reasonable
resource. At least they contained some articles about real life and the
world around us. Now I think they are turning us into people who
are voyeurs and consumers of every ridiculous detail of the lives of
those whom they suggest are worth endlessly watching – the rich
and glamorous.
We can be genuinely independent or subtly and unsubtly serve
various vested interests, especially those of our owners. I must say
that as one of the producers of the South Sydney Herald, it is an
indescribable privilege to be part of one of the few independent
newspapers left in Sydney. Sure, we as the editorial team argue about
the content of our paper but we owe nothing to anyone and, as the
editors and writers are all volunteers, there is no financial ambition
to be considered.
The SSH tries to hold to a principle for working which means we
always try to invite the best from all our political and other leaders,
rather than putting them into categories. This is very hard to sustain.
It is all too easy to put people into boxes as the “goodies” and the
“baddies,” whatever your ethical considerations.
The media can invite us to dare to trust each other or be endlessly
suspicious. It can refer to people in categories (like “people of Middle
Eastern appearance”) or encourage us to be curious about and
stimulated by difference.
We can collude with those who pretend that the history and culture
of this country is connected with some fantasy about mateship,
gender equity and a fair go. Or we can be honest about our history
and encourage the humble recognition that all of us are far from
perfect and could work together for something better.
The media can make us more and more cynical or be part of the
vision for a different and more just and compassionate future and
the sustaining of hope. If ever we needed that, it is now. In all my
seven decades of life, I have never known a time which is so devoid
of genuine vision and hope for the future. When we talk about
“aspirational voters” that has come to mean aspirations for economic
status rather than anything which might add life to each other and the
developing of a community which we love and serve.
As I do my paper round, which is a good thing for an editor to do,
I have moments of pride and moments of humility. To connect with the
lives of the people of South Sydney lifts my heart, over and over again,
and invites me to see how sacred is my responsibility to them.

Connecting to life on the outside Photo: Andrew Collis

Two weeks to change your life
Nicholas McCallum

I

magine being in prison for six
months. In that time you’ve managed to get clean and you’re looking
forward to turning a new leaf on the
outside. Then, a day before you’re
released, a fellow inmate asks you,
“Looking forward to getting a hit
tomorrow?” and suddenly you’re
delivered a shock to the system
regarding life on the outside.
Sadly, that’s a reality for hundreds
of inmates across the State. Severed
from the world on the other side of
the walls, they’ve had no help in
adjusting to their new life when they
get out of gaol.
After spending the majority of his
life behind bars, Max (not his real
name), an Indigenous Australian
and now 31, says he’s served his
last sentence. It’s been eight months
since he was released and the longest
time he has spent in the real world
since turning eighteen.
For the first time, Max is now
enjoying the comforts of life that
most people take for granted – a TV,
a PlayStation, the internet and even

a rented residence.
It may seem like a humble existence to most, but for Max, it’s been
unattainable for too long.
When Max left prison in the past,
he never received any assistance from
prison officers. Any request for information on reforming and changing
his life led to finger pointing between
different sections, sending him back
and forth within the prison.
“They just give you your cheque
and boot you off,” says Max.
Things are made worse when
prison guards give people on release
a less than encouraging send off,
saying things like, “I’ll keep your bed
warm for you!”
According to Max there is a twoweek window, once you’re on the
outside, to change your life around
or fall into old habits. What makes
things different for Max is that this
time he’s been made to feel part
of the community, but he took the
first step.
After asking the Parole Board for
regular drug testing, Max has been
receiving support from Probation
and Parole in Newtown and Ken

Zulumovski, a volunteer who holds
regular meetings at the Aboriginal
Medical Centre in Redfern. Ken
gives overwhelming assistance to
local Aboriginals with the hope of
reforming through the Aboriginal
Men’s Support Program and Walking
Together, the two community reform
networks that now thrive, thanks
to Ken.
These groups are helping Max,
and people like him, to reform and
connect to life on the outside. The
support network has been especially
uplifting for Max because, not only
is he connecting with the Elders
in his community, he’s helping to
alleviate the troubles of younger
men, which is contributing to his
personal healing.
Now, with the continued assistance of Probation and Reform and
Ken Zulumovski, Max is looking
for work, aspiring to start a job in
tourism. He’s also awaiting a reunion
with his family, including a 12-yearold son whom Max hasn’t seen in
nearly 12 years.
“I’m out for good now,”says
Max confidently.

“Mysterious, beautiful”: Black swans with signets on the lake at Victoria Park Photo: Caity Burridge
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Community Notices & Advertising
The Factory
Community Centre,

FIJI BUDGET GETAWAY
Experience the thrill of paradise!
Camping on Goma Island
(1 hr north of Suva)
Build your own hut/villa; bamboo rafting;
snorkeling; diving (with professional
diver); spear fishing; bush walking;
mountain hiking; traditional cooking
(lovo/hungi underground)…
& more!
No payment up front –
pay upon arrival in Fiji.
Only $100 per day
(incl. transport to Goma & all meals).
Contact Rohan 0430 346 311
fijibudgetgetaway@hotmail.com

an established community-based
centre and provider of After School
& Vacation Care, is looking for a
Child Care Assistant with:
• Appropriate qualifications,
experience with Kincare database
and CCB, knowledge of policies
and procedures appropriate to
Nationals Standards accreditation,
current First Aid certificate,
knowledge of OH&S, an LR
drivers licence, or willingness
to obtain
• Experience with working with
children aged 5-12, including
those with special needs
• Team member with ability
to supervise staff, and
program activities.
• Awareness of the local socioeconomic area and its needs

Rhyme, spoken word, graffiti and physical theatre combine
to tell gritty, uplifting stories of survival.
Featuring Wire MC, Morganics, Maya Jupiter,
Bboy Jay (Wickid Force), Sista Native & Nick Power.
Sydney Opera House
Aug 8–11
Tickets $20/$25
Bookings 02 9250 7777
sydneyoperahouse.com

2007

garden
competition

Salary: Above award wage based on
experience and qualifications.
Hours: Negotiable.
Further details may be obtained
by phoning 9698 9569.
Applications in writing should be
made to The Chair, The Factory
Community Centre, 67 Raglan
Street, Waterloo NSW 2017

Open to all residents
of the City of Sydney

South Sydney
Uniting Church

entries open may 21 - aug 27
Prizes awarded in 6 categories
For all gardens big and small

56a Raglan St Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday
Bible Study / Discussion 7pm –
9/8, 13/9
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds, sexual
preferences. Peace with justice,
integrity of creation.

CUT & COLOUR SALON

Tongan Uniting Church

Style cuts for a great price
for everybody

South Sydney
Worship 1pm Sunday
Mid-week service Fri 7-8pm
Pastor Sione Hau 0431 144 247

SURVIVAL TACTICS

Pepsee

For more information and entry forms, call
City of Sydney on 9265 9333 or visit
www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/whatson

276 ABERCROMBIE ST
DARLINGTON

9310 4927
LOCAL HANDYPERSON
All installations, repairs and
small building jobs.
Please call Mr Kim Marsh.
Lic. No. 112443C

Phone: 0404 869 318

The Settlement
Community Centre
The Settlement wants to know about money
troubles in the Redfern/Waterloo area.
Free financial counselling is being offered by
a qualified financial counsellor to 40 people
willing to take part in a quick private and
confidential survey about their money troubles.
The information given to The Settlement will be
used to improve financial services in the area.
Contact:
The Settlement Neighbourhood Centre
17 Edward St, Darlington
Phone: Ellouise or Danielle:

9698 3087

BABANA
Aboriginal Men’s Group
New members welcome!
13 August – World Indigenous People’s Day
Sydney Town Hall from 11am
BABANA was formed by local Aboriginal men
in early 2006 to provide Aboriginal men with
opportunities to network, discuss issues
affecting local men, meet other Aboriginal
men’s groups and do projects which benefit the
Redfern-Waterloo community.
Community members are helping to develop
a Babana website: www.treocom.net/babana

Contact: Mark Spinks

9243 3546

Clover Moore MP
State Member for Sydney
I represent the residents of the Sydney electorate in the NSW Parliament which covers Surry Hills,Centennial Park,
Chippendale, Ultimo, Pyrmont, Miller’s Point, The Rocks/Dawes Point, The CBD, East Sydney, Darlinghurst,
Woolloomooloo, Kings Cross, Potts Point, Elizabeth Bay, Rushcutters Bay, Paddington, small parts of Woollahra and
Edgecliffe west of Ocean Street and a small part of Kensington bounded by Anzac Parade and Abbotford Street.
I work with my constituents to make government and bureaucracies accountable, empower the community,
ensure social justice for individuals, and protect the urban and natural environments.
Contact my office to talk about your ideas or concerns or if you need help with NSW Government matters.
Tel 9360 3053, drop in to 58 Oxford Street, Paddington, fax 9331 6963, or email sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Subscribe to my free weekly Clover’s eNews, an email bulletin to inform the community about important issues,
events and campaigns. Check my website for more information: www.clovermoore.com
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Sport

Roy Asotasi takes on the Titans Photo: Jonathan Ng (photo action)

Souths deliver on promise
to lead 10-8 at the break, then to
14-8 after the Gatorade. Now it
was Souths’ turn to claw – with
a Vagana try, and a surprising
conversion. 14-14, or “line
ball,” as the Sunday Telegraph
writer said for spectator Lleyton
Hewitt’s benefit.
The winning try came from
Widders, and was converted by
Merritt – late enough in the match
that Souths couldn’t lose. They
were finishing better anyway. On
the other hand, the scores would
have been equal if a Titan had not
dropped the ball as he dived across
the line earlier in the game.
My guess is that competitive
teams must tackle well. The
high tackle-counts came from
Asotasi (33), Widders (33) and
Faalogo (30).

Barrie McMahon

A s we g o t o p re s s, S o u t h
Sydney has been in the top eight
for two days, having beaten the
Titans 20-14 at Homebush, only
to be displaced by a Tigers’ win
on Monday night. Still, it’s a
great effort.
The promise of the South Sydney
off-field team is not necessarily
to win the premiership this year
(no one can promise that) but to
at least be competitive. In the top
eight, late in the season, with a
295/297 F/A looks like a delivery
on that promise to me.
The Rabbitohs started well
with two quick tries (Talanoa and
Paea) – before the Titans worked
out which way they were running.
But Aesop like, they clawed back

Courting positive attitudes to healthy living

Skills and fun after school

Sports Commission initiative at Alexandria Park
Travis Lane

The Australian Sports
Commission’s Active (AASC)
after-school program has become
a large part of the Alexandria Park
Community School’s after-school
culture. The AASC program is a
great opportunity for all primaryaged students to be physically
active and to develop positive
attitudes to healthy living.
The program runs twice a week
at the school and includes many

activities which develop skills,
stimulate the mind, keep kids
active, and most importantly let
the kids, teachers and deliverers
have fun! AASC was introduced
to the school back in 2005 and has
covered many activities including
hockey, tennis, football, traditional
Indigenous games, softball, touch,
and many, many more modified
games. Along with physical and
mental activities, the kids are
given a healthy afternoon snack
and drink during each session.
Due to the funding that the
school receives through the
Australian Sports Commission,
it is able to provide the students
the opportunity to participate
in the program with no costs
being involved. Along with the
assistance of great school staff,
this funding allows the school to

supply sports-specific coaches that
excel and engage the students with
fun activities.
Two of the local deliverers that
the school has a great relationship
with are Gangari and Platypus
Enterprises. Kerrie Maguire and
Maria Bamford from Gangari, and
Pablo Woodward from Platypus
Enterprizes are a few of the best
deliverers that the school has
had the pleasure of working with,
and the students have a great fun
relationship with them.
With the announcement from the
Australian Sports Commission that
the Australian Government has just
extended the funding for the AASC
program until the end of 2010,
the Alexandria Park Community
School hopes to provide a positive,
fun program for many more years
to come.

Think your local team deserves a plug in the South Sydney Herald?
Put your journo skills to task and contact our editor (editor@ssh.com.au) to publish
a monthly report right here on this page. Let the locals know about your local team!
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