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Newtown’s Bike Club,  
a two-wheeled success story
Alex Serpo 

Newtown is now host to a thriving 
bike project where locals and bike 
enthusiasts get together to repair 
bikes and socialise in a warm com-
munity environment. 

The Bike Club, operated by local 
residents Briana Rocheta and Tash 
Verco, functions as a co-operative, 
where nothing is bought or sold. 
Rather, locals donate old bikes, parts, 
tools and time and in exchange can 
leave with a well-serviced second- 
hand bike.

The bike workshop is also a highly 
economical alternative for students 
or those on a low income. Briana 
comments: “The one time I got my 
bike serviced, it cost me one hundred 
and fifty dollars!” She is shocked by 
this, considering that it is something 
she could easily do herself. 

However, the workshop is about 
far more than economics. Tash 
comments that the workshop also 
has philosophical and ethical roots, 
seeking “to challenge throw-away 
culture.”

Ironically, it is throw-away culture 
that feeds the bike workshop. 
Regulars of the workshop are always 
amazed by the endless abundance of 

expensive bikes ready to go to the 
tip. Briana says, “During Council 
clean-up we find a bike on almost 
every street. Often they just have 
two flat tyres so we pump them up 
and ride them away.” Bikes are also 
often bought from Council auctions 
for as little as ten dollars.

These activist philosophies have 
made the Bike Club more than just 
a place to repair a bike. Tash, who 
runs the Bike Club out of the spa-
cious backyard of her women’s share 
house, “The Nunnery,” comments 
that the Bike Club is “a place where 
people can get together that isn’t a 
pub or a shopping mall.” 

Many come to the bike workshop 
simply for the satisfaction of bringing 
an abandoned bike up to working 
condition. Others come to take part 
in the co-operative learning environ-
ment, either by sharing their bike 
maintenance skills or to learn skills 
from others.  

The Bike Club grew out of the 
July 2005 “Students of Sustainability 
Conference” in Melbourne. Activists 
sought a way of both promoting 
sustainability but also fostering a 
sense of community. 

From here it only took a few spare 
parts to give birth to Bike Club. 

Beginning with only a few regulars, 
Bike Club now sees as many as 
forty people on a busy night. In the 
future, organisers hope to provide 
community bikes for Newtown.

Bike Club has also given birth to 
many forms of bike activism, such 
as creating a bike fleet of more than 
fifty bikes used to travel to Peats 
Ridge Festival, which occurred to 
celebrate the new year. At the festival 
a bike tent was set up, hiring out 
bikes from the Club to promote 
cycling as a sustainable and healthy 
alternative.

Mark Pate, another activist who 
attends Bike Club “just to help out,” 
was involved in a project in 2002 to 
send seven thousand bikes to East 
Timor. He is currently working on a 
project to send even more to Ghana 
in Africa.

For Tash, however, Bike Club 
is really about the confidence 
someone can gain from learning to 
fix a bike: “If someone can learn to 
do something for themselves, then 
they can take that into other parts 
of their lives.”

Brenden Hills 

The Federal Government’s pro-
posed changes to the Community 
Development Employment Program 
brought Redfern residents out in 
their numbers to speak out at the 
Redfern Community Centre in mid-
December. 

Outl ined in a November 6 
discussion paper titled ‘Indigenous 
Potential Meets Economic Opportu-
nity,’ the proposed changes would 
see Redfern’s CDEP funding ceased. 
Federal Labor Member for Sydney 
Tanya Plibersek, and Sydney City 
Councillor Tony Pooley headed up 
the meeting.

Under the proposed changes, 
Indigenous Australians now using 
the services would be forced into 
mainstream employment services 
under the Government’s Structured 
Training and Employment Projects 
program.

Ms Plibersek told the SSH that, 
if implemented, the STEP system 
will force people onto New-Start, 
fostering a cycle of unemployment, 

with less money going into the 
community.

Since 1977, the CDEP system 
has allowed a community-created 
fund from combined unemploy-
ment benefits. This then creates 
Indigenous-run businesses that 
employ the jobless and provide 
low-cost services to the community. 
The proposed changes encompass 
Australia on a national basis but 
the Government has stipulated 
that city areas will no longer be 
subsidized for CDEP because they 
are areas that are not troubled by 
high unemployment.

Those that have participated with 
Redfern CDEP businesses say it is 
vital for the community’s well-being. 
“The changes are a potential disaster 
… this (CDEP) program has enabled 
people to build up a reliable wage 
who would otherwise not have 
access to a job,” said Tony Pooley, 
Sydney City Councillor and former 
Mayor of South Sydney.

Don Isles, Resources Officer for 
the Redfern Aboriginal Corporation 
– a CDEP creation – told the SSH 

Residents speak out  
against proposed changes to 
Community Development 
Employment Program

Peter Whitehead 

The usual suspects are juggling 
the future of Kings Cross with all the 
bewildered certainty of an English 
fielder.

Clover Moore has declared: “The 
City’s vision for a comprehensive and 
effective heritage planning framework 
is being realised through research and 
consultation… Council demonstrated 
its commitment to our heritage when 
it recently rejected plans to demolish 
the ‘Barons’ building on Roslyn 
Street, Potts Point.”

Yet Andrew Woodhouse, president 
of the Potts Point and Kings Cross 
Heritage Conservation Society, 
fulminated in a mid-January press 
release that “the ecstasy and odyssey 
over the long running heritage saga 
for proposed demolition of Barons, 
a group of buildings including the 
famous Bohemian bar in Kings 
Cross, is coming to its ultimate 
conclusion shortly with the case 
now listed before the NSW Land and 

Environment Court for 27th and 28th 
February 2007.” 

At the Sydney City Council meeting 
of 11 December, the initial decision to 
refuse the application was altered to 
allow for a deferred commencement 
approval for demolition of existing 
buildings and construction of a new 
four storey building with basement 
level for restaurant and commercial 
uses (includes premises known as 
Barons).      

Required before the project goes 
ahead, is a revised design which 
reduces the Floor Space Ratio of 
development on the site, and an 
alternative design for the Roslyn 
Street elevation that is in keeping 
with the Elizabeth Bay Conservation 
Area and with the potential to retain 
the original Victorian Villa.

A deferred approval is too much 
approval for local objectors suspicious 
of the transparency of this process. 
“In this case, Clover Moore has 
shown a loose inventiveness with the 

Barons future up in the air

To find out more about Bike Club visit  
the website at bikeclub.wordpress.com

continued on page 2
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facts” alleges Andrew Woodhouse.
Councillor Phillip Black claims 

Council did not agree to demolition: 
“For the Council it’s not ‘good bye to 
Barons’ as we are seriously trying to 
save the most important part of the 
building complex – the 1880s villa.”

“If Council had just refused the 
DA outright at Council – the Land 
and Environment Court would then 
decide on the DA, probably in the 
applicants’ favour, and the build-
ings would be gone as soon as that 
decision was made. A refusal would, 
ironically, amount to Council agreeing 
to demolition of the Barons group of 
buildings.”

Perhaps Council sees the chance 
to establish a signature development 
for New Kings Cross, perhaps, the 
True Cross.

“By taking the course we have 

– deferred commencement – Council 
has allowed further discussion to try 
and achieve Councillors’ objective 
[supporting the community] for a 
better outcome than total demolition,” 
Black rationalises.

But while discussion goes on and 
reviews are considered and promises 
and explanations continue to be 
made more developers are marching 
on to work.

Due to open in March is the $11 
million redevelopment of Kings Cross 
(was Kingsgate) Shopping Centre 
which is being marketed by Brendan 
Schipp and Warren Duncan of City 
Commercial who have stated there 
is strong demand in the area for up-
market bars and retailers.

Fraser Short, who owns the Cargo 
Bar among others, has paid $8 million 
for the former Westpac Bank at 35 
Darlinghurst Road.

Nearby, Ian Hayson has ambitions 
for the former Kings Cross Village 
Centre. He already owns Minton 
House, next-door to the former Com-
monwealth Bank at 46 Darlinghurst 
Road where the Redrock Leisure 
group has lodged a DA for a new 
nightclub. 

Australand’s $70 million deal to 
buy the Crest Hotel in conjunction 
with Allen Linz and Eduard Litver 
did not include the pub underneath 
which has attracted the interest of 
Allan Levy of Metro Commercial and 
Gerry Quinlan of Manetti Quinlan & 
Associates.

The Art Wall Building – William 
Street and Kirketon Road – is being 
sold as a strata development.

You may know of more to come. Hi 
ho, hi ho, it’s off to work they go. 

To the considerable consternation 
of local residents. Many local groups 
are vocal in their opposition to radical 
change. The Kings Cross branch of 
the ALP is to host a forum this month 
that will address the saturation of the 
neighbourhood with liquor outlets.

Andrew Woodhouse warns: “The 
Damoclean wrecker’s ball is now 
swinging over every piece of heritage 
in this city – including the QVB and 
Town Hall itself [not individually 
heritage-listed].”

Now, that could be so, but the 
odds are that any developer worth 
his/her next interest payment will 
know that in this part of town a 
development will not be successful 
in the community unless it meets 
the high expectations of a diverse 
range of interested parties. We may 
look forward to the presentation and 
adoption of imaginative architectural 
solutions to the problems of creating 
commercially viable buildings that 
augment our colourful village. 

City Council, as the body repre-
senting residents, is duty bound to 
negotiate the best possible develop-
ments for our built environment. If 
we cannot trust our Council to do this 
we must elect new Councillors asap. 
And while we campaign towards that, 
we can call on our soon-to-be-elected 
representatives in State Govern-
ment to override any undemocratic 
actions of a parochial and inef-
fective City Council – or can we?  
Is this Sydney?

SSH

In 1997, the Rev. Dorothy McRae-
McMahon advised the Uniting 
Church that she was a lesbian in 
a committed relationship and the 
church sustained her ordination. 
After she retired as National Director 
for Mission, she was invited by Knox 
Presbyterian Church in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, to be its minister for 
a period while its own minister 
carried out his duties as Moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church of New 
Zealand.

Late last year, the Presbyterian 
Church of New Zealand decided at its 
General Assembly that homosexual 
people should not be accepted into 
any leadership roles in their church. 
Shortly after this decision, Knox 
Presbyterian Church in Christchurch, 
which happens to be the largest 
Presbyterian Church there, issued 
a press release to the general media 
indicating that it was not prepared 
to abide by this ruling. It was later 
joined by four other Presbyterian 
Churches in Christchurch.

Hearing of this courageous stand, 
Dorothy McRae-McMahon, now Co-
Editor of this paper and a member 
of the Uniting Church in Waterloo, 
wrote to Knox Church to express 
her gratitude for its courage and 
commitment. The leaders wrote 
back and said that, as an enacting of 
their convictions on the issue, they 
would like to invite Dorothy and 
her partner to fly to New Zealand 
for several weeks at their expense, 
to provide accommodation and a 
fee while they had a holiday and 
Dorothy preached at their church. 
Needless to say, this generous and 
brave offer was accepted!

A good 
news story  
from across 
the ditch

Barons future up in the air
continued from page 1

Barons on Roslyn Street    Photo: Ali Blogg  
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Trevor Davies

On Saturday 20 January I got 
home about 7pm. I was planning 
to go to a party in Edwards St but 
instead I fell asleep watching The 
Bill and woke up to the sound 
of helicopters – not unusual in 
Redfern. So I went off to bed, only 
to be woken by text messages about 
3am and 4am from friends wanting 
to know if I knew what was hap-
pening.

I found out after ringing Redfern 
Police Station. The police were quite 
happy to tell me what had occurred 
a couple of hours earlier. 

SSH writer and cartoonist, nor-
rie mAy-welby, had a different 
experience. Norrie reported that: 
“The entire area of the Block was 
occupied by police on the night of 
Saturday 20 January, demanding ID 
of citizens going about their lawful 
business, searching cars, and stop-
ping residents going to their own 
homes, without any satisfactory 
explanation of why, in effect, martial 

law, was being imposed. Residents 
were told that it was ‘dangerous,’ 
but denied any further details. As 
a result, residents lives were put at 
risk as they left unaware there was 
a report of a gunman on the loose 
in the area. When I asked why the 
obstructions and inconveniences I 
was given no explanation.”

Norrie may have a point: people 
were not being allowed into their 
streets and were not told why, and 
everyone was at risk if a gunman 
was on the loose. However, as I said, 
the Redfern police were quite happy 
to tell me what was happening.

It should be noted that in a quick 
survey at Bobby’s Café in Darlington 
the morning after the lock-down, 
most people were happy that Red-
fern police responded so quickly if 
there were guns involved.

Redfern lock-down

Were you there on the night? 

What was your experience? Tell us your story.  

Write to editor@ssh.com.au
Redfern residents inquire about returning home   Photo: SSH
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News

The City of Sydney is committed to making the City and its neighbourhoods an even 
safer place to live, work and visit. The City of Sydney invites submissions from the 
community to provide comment on the Draft Safe City Strategy 2007-2012.

The Draft Strategy provides an overarching framework to guide the City and its 
partners in tackling the complex range of crime and safety issues affecting both the 
Central Business District and urban villages. 

The Draft Strategy includes strategies aimed at reducing crime and anti-social 
behaviour, addressing crime and safety issues in areas of public housing, 
improving the look and feel of the built environment, delivering primary prevention and 
early intervention initiatives, targeting risk factors associated with offending behaviours 
and strengthening communities and opportunities for people to engage in 
legitimate activities. 

The Draft Safe City Strategy is available at City of Sydney’s Neighbourhood Service 
Centres, Libraries, One Stop Shops and website: www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

Submissions must be in writing received no later than Monday 26 February 2007.

You can lodge your views by:

MAIL CEO, City of Sydney, GPO BOX 1591, Sydney 2001
FAX 02 9265 9222
EMAIL council@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

For more information, contact John Maynard, Community Safety Officer
on 9288 5353 or email jmaynard@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

City of Sydney 

Draft Safe City Strategy

•

The City of Sydney’s Draft Homelessness Strategy 2007-2012 is a multi-faceted 
plan which, through service provision, project and policy development, 
co-ordination, advocacy and evaluation aims to address homelessness within 
the City of Sydney. The Draft Strategy has a special focus on assisting people 
who are vulnerable and chronically homeless. Submissions are invited from 
the community to comment on the Draft Homelessness Strategy.

Evidence from other national and international programs for addressing homelessness 
has shown that it is possible to reduce chronic homelessness through the implementation of 
comprehensive and innovative strategies over the long term. 

In this Strategy ‘chronic homelessness’ refers to the experience of a person who has been 
homeless over an extended period of time. Addressing chronic homelessness is a significant 
challenge that requires innovation and the participation of stakeholders from across the 
government and non-government sector. The Draft Strategy sets out clear priorities, specific 
actions and evaluations to be undertaken over the 5 year period of the plan.

The Draft Homelessness Strategy is available at City of Sydney Neighbourhood Service Centres, 
One Stop Shops and on our website: www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

Submissions must be in writing received no later than FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2007.

You can lodge your views by:       
MAIL    CEO, City of Sydney, GPO Box 1591 Sydney 2001  
FAX    02 9265 9222       
EMAIL      council@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

For more information, contact Elizabeth Giles, Project Co-ordinator on 9246 7676 
or email egiles@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

City of Sydney   
      

Draft Homelessness Strategy

Go green for Valentine’s Day –  
Martin Place Environment Expo
Make a date with the environment this Valentine’s Day 
at the City of Sydney’s free Environment Expo in Martin 
Place on Wednesday 14 February from 11 am to 2 pm.

Learn about the latest environmental initiatives you can 
undertake at home to help protect the environment and 
save money. Also learn about the City’s plan to become 
Australia’s first carbon neutral Council.

Lord Mayor Clover Moore MP said the City was signing 
a Memorandum of Understanding on the day to pledge 
support and funds to enable the Watershed Sustainability 
Resource Centre in Newtown to continue.

“The City’s use of renewable energy and other offset 
mechanisms will position us as an environmental leader, 
building on current initiatives to increase water reuse, 
drought proof our parks, plant more trees and reduce waste 
going to land fill.”

“We also want to engage our communities in innovative and 
practical sustainability strategies.”

“The Watershed is a terrific environmental centre, co-funded 
by the City and Marrickville Councils, offering educational 
workshops and advice for residents and businesses on 
sustainability issues,” Ms Moore said.

As part of the expo, staff from the Watershed will be doing 
demonstrations on how to detox your home.

There’ll also be a range of giveaways from the City including 
shower timers, reusable enviro bags, native plants and water 
saving kits from Sydney Water.

You can enter a competition to win a year’s free GreenPower 
energy as well as free household energy and water audits.

The City of Sydney’s top 10 tips to help the 
environment (and your wallet) are:
•  Convert to Greenpower which is made from 

renewable sources.
•  Use energy efficient light globes which use 

80% less energy.
•  Buy appliances with a high energy star rating.
•  Buy Australian goods to reduce emissions caused 

by transportation.
•  Walk, cycle or take public transport.
•  Join a car pool.
•  Take shorter showers to save both water and energy.
•  Fix your leaking taps and toilets.
•  Use reusable shopping bags and wrap your garbage 

in newspaper.
•  Choose native plants suited to your local soil and 

weather conditions

Media Contact: Josh MacKenzie  
(02) 9265 9082 or 0402 351 459 
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Reem Algharabali 

A large provider of aged-care 
facilities in the Sydney region has 
bought and plans to re-open Rotary 
Court, a self-care residential facility 
in Alexandria that closed down in 
2005.

UnitingCare has recently taken 
possession of Rotary Court, a facility 
previously run by the Benevolent 
Society. “We wanted to extend our 
low-cost housing options for older 
people. This fits our criteria quite 
well and it was in an area where 
we did not have anything operating 
at this time,” says Joanne Toohey, 
Executive Manager of UnitingCare. 

The site is currently in a state of 
disrepair and when the South Sydney 
Herald reporters visited they had to 
tread carefully around large spider-
webs. However, UnitingCare is 
starting renovation work soon. The 
Executive Manager said, “We are 
planning a major refurbishment and 

fire safety upgrade of the building, 
which we are hoping to commence 
some time in February and hopefully 
we will have that completed by May 
this year.”

UnitingCare proposes to use the 
site for the provision of accommo-
dation for socially and financially 
disadvantaged older people who 
would otherwise be homeless. 
“They would have to be over the 
age of 60 and in need of a secure 
housing environment. They will be 
means-tested as well just to make 
sure they cannot afford to live 
elsewhere and we will make sure 
the people coming in will be the 
best fit for the community. We will 
have a community feel here – that 
is what we are hoping to achieve,” 
Ms Toohey said.

Rotary Court Village was operated 
by the Benevolent Society from the 
1970s as a self-care residential facility 
housing up to 33 older people until 
June 2005 when the last remaining 

residents were moved from the facil-
ity. The building has 33 studio-style 
units, each fitted with bathroom and 
kitchenette facilities. UnitingCare is 
planning to hold a number of open 
days in the coming months.

“It was a great place. They were 

good times,” says Bob Ferguson, a 
long-time resident of Rotary Court. 
“All old, single people and there was 
a great social life. The parties were 
good and we used to go across the 
road to the Council activity centre 
for our lunch.”

When Rotary Court closed, its 
former operators moved Bob into 
another property operated by them 
and he is happy to stay there. 
However, he is pleased to see his old 
home, about which he has so many 
good memories, re-open.

News

Alex Serpo

The Newtown Mission is now host 
to a new centre providing free legal 
aid to the homeless.

Known as the Homeless Persons’ 
Legal Service (HPLS), the centre is a 
combined initiative of the Newtown 
Mission, the Newtown Neighbour-
hood Centre, the Public Interest 
Advocacy Centre (PIAC) and the 
lawyers DLA Phillips Fox.

The new centre is now one of 
seven operating around Sydney 
providing free legal representation 
to the homeless. Elisabeth Baraka 
from PIAC, who co-ordinates the 
project, stresses it is an important 
community service. The centre has 
helped over 1000 homeless people 
since it began in May 2004. Elizabeth 
stresses that legal issues that would 
be trivial to those in safe accommo-
dation can become a real hassle for 
the homeless. “Our most common 
issue is fines, which are given to the 

homeless for simply doing things in 
public that people would normally 
do in the privacy of their homes.”

Once a homeless person has a fine, 
then most commonly their driver’s 
licence is taken away, which can 
prevent them from getting work. 
Ironically, without work there is 
often no way the homeless can pay 
off these fines. This can also cause 
problems with Centrelink services, 
and fines can build up. “We have 
one client with $35,000 worth of 
fines,” Elisabeth notes.

However, homeless people face 
many more serious legal challenges. 
Homeless people are far more 
commonly assaulted than those in 
accommodation. The HPLS helps the 
homeless to gain compensation. 

The HPLC also has the advantage 
of working in conjunction with other 
services provided by the Newtown 
Mission and the Newtown Neigh-
bourhood Centre. The homeless who 
come to Newtown Mission for food, 

a shower and temporary accom-
modation can now freely access a 
lawyer through their case worker.

Lisa Burns, who works with the 
homeless at Newtown Neighbour-
hood Centre, says the service will 
be a great addition to those already 
provided. She notes that even the 
most straightforward legal appeal 
can make a huge difference. “We had 
a single mother who had her pension 
taken away because she didn’t meet 
an appointment with the Department 
of Social Security. In fact, she was 
in hospital.” 

Lisa is also always surprised by 
how generous homeless people 
are when compared to the more 
affluent. “The first thing many 
homeless people want when they 
gain housing is to be re-united with 
their children.”

Alex Serpo

Sydney City Council has resolved a 
dispute that arose between residents 
and the developer Pacific Counties 
over access to a lane off Nichols 
Street in Surry Hills. 

The dispute arose over the fact 
that, whoever owns 19–21 Nichols 
Street also owns a private laneway 
bordering many properties that 
residents need for access. Ben 
Nursoo, a resident living on Burke 
Street whose property borders the 
lane, said, “Not only is this laneway 
a right of access way for many 
residents, it also provides essential 
services such as water and sewerage 
to connected residents as well as 
access for emergency services and 
trades people if required.”

As part of their approving the 
development application for this 
property, the City of Sydney Council 
stated that Pacific Counties must 
grant “easements,” access to the lane 
for all effected residents. Residents 
became angry when Pacific Counties 
lodged an appeal to the Land and 

Environment Court regarding the 
clause in the development applica-
tion that granted these easements. 

Local resident Sidney Koh claimed 
this appeal was designed to allow 
Pacific Counties to develop the 
property further, thus increasing 
its value. 

However, a spokesperson from 
Pacific Counties, Glenn Wellsmore, 
claimed that the purpose of the 
appeal was merely to seek clarifica-
tion of the clause granting easements. 
Mr Wellsmore described the section 
of the development application grant 
easements as “ambiguous, vague 
and quite possibly irrelevant due to 
the fact that it referred to a previous 
[development application] for com-
mercial use.” 

Mr Wellsmore went on to note that 
the City of Sydney Council agreed to 
the Land and Environment Court’s 
request that the development appli-
cation be clarified. In response to 
this clarification Pacific Counties has 
now “agreed to register an easement 
in favour of all adjoining lot owners” 
giving sewer and water access.

Accommodation 
for aged reopens 
in Alexandria

The HPLS is available at Newtown Mission 
every Friday from 1:30–2:30pm.

Newtown hosts homeless lawyers

Council clears the air on Surry 
Hills development dispute?

Rotary Court   Photo: Ali Blogg  

Disputed lane off Nichols Street   Photo: Ali Blogg  

Newtown Mission on King Street   Photo: Ali Blogg  
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News

Dr Meredith Burgmann MLC
Duty MLC for Bligh

 

As a member of the 
Legislative Council, I have 
been allocated by my party 
(the ALP) the position of 
Duty MLC for the electorate 
of Bligh which includes 
Chippendale, Redfern, 
Darlington and Surry Hills. 

I can advise you on a range 
of government policies and 
legislation and guide you 
or your community group 
with your representation to 
NSW State government. 

To make an appointment to talk about issues of concern to you,  
please contact Lesley Gruit in my office on telephone 
9230 2301 or fax 9230 3316 or email me 
c/- Lesley.gruit@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

Pam Dagwell

With the March State elections fast approaching, the 
fight to retain the Crown Street Reservoir has gained 
new impetus.

Sydney City Council built the underground Reservoir 
in 1958 and handed it to the Sydney Board of Water 
Supply and Sewerage in 1988. Today it is the oldest 
operating underground reservoir in Australia. The 
reservoir and its surrounding unused workshops, 
storage buildings and offices are situated in the heart 
of Surry Hills. The site covers one city block and is 
heritage listed.

Sydney Water plans to subdivide the area and sell 
the “surplus to requirement” section to developers. 
The State Government would stand to gain revenue 
in excess of $14m if successful.

A residents group, CRAG  (Crown Reservoir Action 
Group), has been formed to lobby the State Labor 
Government to return the land to its original owners, 
the City of Sydney, for community use. An informa-
tion street stall operates outside the gates of the 
Reservoir each Saturday, flyers have been distributed 
throughout the district, and so far more than 2500 
people have signed a petition asking the government 
to reconsider.

Patrick Watson, the convenor of CRAG, lives 
opposite the Reservoir. “The site is too valuable to 
see it chopped up and flogged off to developers,” he 
said. “Once it is sold it is gone for ever.” The residents 
group want to see the landmark kept as one parcel 
with perhaps Council operating it on a 100-year lease 
from the Water Board. 

The section of land not over the Reservoir – about 
one half of the total – would be ideal for markets, an 
outdoor cinema, local fairs, etc. The heritage-listed 

buildings could be adapted for re-use and leased out 
by Council to retailers, gallery owners, and so on. “This 
area could become a dynamic, active, community focal 
point for Surry Hills,” said Patrick. “We are calling on 
Council to show some leadership in this matter.”

City of Sydney Lord Mayor and Independent State 
Member for Bligh, Clover Moore, has been fighting 
for the retention of this significant site for six years. 
She has noted that Surry Hills has one of the highest 
residential densities in Australia, with some of the 
lowest ratios of open space per person. However, a 
spokesperson from the Lord Mayor’s office said, “As 
the DA is a ‘Crown application’ from the State owned 
Sydney Water Council cannot refuse it. A motion to 
defer would be deemed to be a refusal.”

Politically, the debate is gathering momentum as 
the proposed subdivision is seen to be yet another 
example of the State Government push to sell off 
public land and property without consideration for, 
and consultation with, the community.

Deputy Lord Mayor and Greens candidate for 
Sydney, Chris Harris, has been an active supporter of 
the campaign to retain the land in public ownership. 
The endorsed ALP candidate and Surry Hills resident, 
Linda Scott, and Liberal candidate Edward Mandla 
have also visited the protestors and are aware of the 
strong popular opposition to the proposed sale.

Ms Scott, in her media press release said, “There is 
currently no access to any of the publicly-owned site. 
I will continue to work with the Minister of Utilities, 
David Campbell, to ensure that accessible public space 
is guaranteed on the site. Public land is essential to 
our sense of community.”

All candidates for the seat of Sydney are expected 
to put their position at a public meeting to be held 
in February.

Crown Street Reservoir –  
an important election issue  
for Surry Hills

that there is concern that the RAC 
will be unsustainable without sub-
sidization. The RAC provides a range 
of services through its businesses, 
which include catering, lawn mow-
ing, rubbish and furniture removal, 
and landscape gardening. 

“The CDEP worked, in that it gave 
the most disadvantaged in our com-
munity dignity, self worth, a sense 
of belonging, and helped with their 
personal problems. The new program 
will find it difficult to service these 
people. The social benefit will be 
gone and ultimately the community 
will bear the social cost,” said Mr 
Isles. “We won’t be able to help 
people as much because under 
the new program it will depend on 
how commercially viable we are,” 
he said.

The release of the discussion 
paper surprised many as it conflicts 
with a position announced by Kevin 
Andrews’ office only one month 
earlier. In October 2006, Mr Andrews 
stated in a press release that he was 
delighted with CDEP results and 
looked forward to better results in 
the future.

The Federal Government however 

now says that the STEP system is 
more effective in getting Indigenous 
Australians into work. “STEP is 
more employment focused. It takes 
less than 12 months, which goes 
against what some CDEPs claim, 
that it takes up to three years to 
get people into employment,” said 
Brendan Darcy, Advisor to Kevin 
Andrews, previously Federal Minister 
for Employment and Workplace 
Relations. The report states that only 
5 per cent of people moving through 
the CDEP program in 2005-06 were 
recorded as achieving employment 
after CDEP. 

Mr Isles said recently that “the 
new guidelines may be good for 
some people who are job ready 
and may be suited to mainstream 
employment, but for people who 
have issues of dependency and may 
need to take occasional time off to 
go and pick up their methadone it’s 
not much good.” 

Federal Liberal Senator Marise 
Payne, and an officer of the Depart-
ment for Employment and Workplace 
Relations, visited Redfern Aboriginal 
Corporation early this month for 
further discussions. The SSH will 
have a full report next month.

Residents speak out against 
proposed changes to Community 
Development Employment Program

Crown Street entrance to Reservoir area   Photo: Ali Blogg  

Tanya Plibersek and Don Isles at the residents’ meeting   Photo: Ali Blogg  

continued from page 1
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Have You  
Heard?

Trevor Davies

 
Great move by the City Council 
Former Premier Carr gave as a reason for the merger of South Sydney 
Council and City of Sydney Council that the surplus of the city could be 
used to make life easier for Redfern Waterloo residents. The announcement 
of a free bus service that will run from Poets Corner to Broadway via RPA 
Hospital and Glebe, means that the old South Sydney area is now starting 
to see some welcome benefits. The new service will be provided by South 
Sydney Community Transport with the support of the City of Sydney. Initially 
it will provide three round trips on Thursdays and Fridays. The bus will 
enable people to move between public housing estates in Redfern, Waterloo 
and Glebe. It will also offer easy access to banking, Redfern Railway 
Station, RPA Hospital, Glebe Library and Broadway shops. The service will 
start on the second of February. We will have a full report next month.

Good news from the RWA 
As the Redfern Waterloo Authority is the consent authority for a sizable 
part of Redfern I’m happy to see that it did the right thing in relation to one 
of the more contentious DAs which it has had to handle in its short life. 
The Railz Hotel recently applied for a 24-hour license and there has been 
widespread outrage. Redfern Legal Centre, Hillsong and local doctors went to 
the Licensing Court to try and prevent Railz Hotel from receiving the license 
when it originally opened in the old Westpac building next-door to the RSL. 
That battle was lost. The concerns were centered on the problems drinking 
caused in the Redfern area and the oversupply of pubs. However, as this 
was a transfer of a license from the old Waterloo Tavern, Railz went ahead. 
Its management told this column that their establishment hasn’t caused an 
increase in street crime, despite all the protests and that, if they had have 
been granted a 24-hour license they probably wouldn’t have used it. Railz 
management is former owner of the Tudor, and point out that the Tudor has 
never operated for 24 hours. SSH’s response is that the 24-hour license would 
probably make the business easier to sell – and who’s to say that a new 
owner would not take advantage of a 24-hour license to maximize profits? 
As for the claim from Railz that there has not been an increase in crimes of 
violence in the area, we are hoping to have that information next month.

The Eveleigh Rail-yards: Community, not business!
The Greens are campaigning hard, even though the odds are against them. 
They will, nevertheless, try, and are turning up everywhere. Greens MP 
Lee Rhiannon and candidate for Heffron, Ben Spies-Butcher, attended 
the Open Day at the CarriageWorks art space last month to highlight 
local concerns about the development of the Eveleigh Rail-yards. “It is 
wonderful to see adaptive re-use of rail buildings. The effort of the theatre 
and of local people to ensure the history lives on through tours and oral 
histories is to be commended. Unfortunately, what has been done with the 
CarriageWorks theatre is unlikely to be replicated across the remainder of 
the rail-yards,” says Ben Spies-Butcher. “The Redfern Waterloo Authority 
and the State Government are planning 12-story buildings over heritage 
sites in south Eveleigh. It is difficult to imagine that this will leave any 
genuine heritage value – it is a gross overdevelopment. Our conception 
of heritage is very different. We need living history, the maintenance 
of rail use, alongside the adaptive reuse of buildings.” Amazingly, the 
Government has proposed a development in South Eveleigh with over 700 
car parking spaces – next to one of the biggest train stations in Sydney. 
“How can this be justified?” asks Lee Rhiannon. Ms Rhiannon says, “The 
Greens are committed to preserving our urban heritage. CarriageWorks 
is an example of what could be done over the whole Eveleigh site.”

Has Sartor saved Redfern’s heritage?
It’s often said that the Government (especially the Minister for Redfern 
Waterloo, Frank Sartor) doesn’t listen to comments from community 
members regarding their plans. When there was a possibility that they 
would be sold, there was strong opposition to the sale of some Redfern 
Waterloo iconic institutions. REDWatch campaigned and organised the 
“Come and see Redfern Waterloo before Frank Sartor sells it!” tour. They 
hired a bus, parked it outside Parliament House in Macquarie Street and 
invited every Member of Parliament to join them. Only three turned up. 
With Cr Tony Pooley as tour leader, they looked at the buildings under 
threat – the Court House, the old Police Station, Rachel Foster and the 
old School. Eighteen months later, only Rachel Foster is to be sold and 
developed as flats. The other three buildings will be kept in the community 
hands, which is not such a bad result. Who said Frank doesn’t listen?

Aboriginal troops recognised
It was last year that, for the first time ever, some members of the local 
Aboriginal community had a special service to commemorate their 
community’s involvement in the many wars Australian troops have 
fought in. It was a very moving service that gave due recognition 
to Aboriginal diggers. Organiser, Pastor Ray Minniecon, and the 
local Redfern RSL, now want to see an Aboriginal War Memorial 
in Hyde Park. As well as this, Anzac Day March organisers are 
hoping to have an Aboriginal component. A bloody good idea!

Catherine Burn with Mick  Mundine   Photo: Ali Blogg  

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

During the last days in her role as 
Commander of Redfern Police, Cath-
erine Burn was given a very affirming 
moment. Three people nominated her 
as NSW Woman of the Year. The first 
two were obviously gratifying – Police 
Minister John Watkins and Member for 
Heffron Kristina Keneally. 

However, the third nomination came 
from a source which said everything 
about Catherine Burn’s time in Red-
fern. It came from Aboriginal leader 
Mick Mundine. Also present at the 
media gathering and comfortably talk-

ing with Catherine, was Gail Hickey, 
the mother of TJ Hickey.

As the SSH spoke with those 
present, it was said that Commander 
Catherine Burn “changed the police 
culture in the area.” “She walks among 
the people and chats with us so that 
we can get to know each other and she 
can understand things better.” “She is 
often over at the Block to see the good 
programs we are doing and listening 
to our ideas.”

None of this means that things 
are totally easy in police-community 
relationships. However, as we have 
reported events, the staff of the SSH 

have been very aware of police in gen-
eral mingling respectfully with people 
and have seen friendly conversations 
and the unassuming presence of Cath-
erine Burn at the centre of that.

Probably no-one is surprised that 
she has now been promoted to the 
role of Assistant Police Commissioner, 
but we regret her going from us after 
such a short time. The SSH   wishes 
you well, Assistant Commissioner 
Catherine Burn, and we are sure that 
many South Sydney residents would 
join us in doing so. We support your 
three nominations to be NSW Woman 
of the Year.

Former Police Commander 
for Woman of the Year

Reem Algharabali 

The religious order of the Sisters 
of Mercy has administered St. Mary’s 
school in Erskineville since its founda-
tion in 1913 until the end of last year. 
When school re-opens next week the 
school will have a lay principal for the 
first time in its history.

“This is happening all over 
because, in the old days, there were 
plentiful priests and nuns but now 
the numbers are dwindling and the 
sisters are moving into more full-on 
social work rather than teaching. 

The lay people are taking over the 
responsibility in education,” says 
Father Barry Brundell. 

Beverly Coffey will take over as 
principal from Sister Margaret Farrell 
who served as principal for 22 years. 
At the end of last year, Erskineville 
Parish celebrated the contribution of 
the Sisters at a special mass.

The Sisters of Mercy have been 
teaching in Erskineville since 1885. 
At first they travelled each day 
from Waterloo on foot to teach at 
MacDonaltown (later Erskineville) 
earning the reputation as the “walk-

ing sisters.”  The community at St. 
Mary’s was founded in 1887 when a 
property was purchased for a convent 
and school.

St Mary’s School has been part of 
Erskineville’s history through the two 
World Wars and the Great Depression 
and into the twenty-first century. For 
much of the last century Erskineville 
was a poor working-class suburb 
where large families lived in the 
small workers’ cottages. Erskineville 
teemed with children, many of whom 
attended the school. Some past 
students are now in their eighties 
and are living in the same house 
as they were born in. The school 
reflected the diversity of the suburb 
as many waves of migrants settled 
there, finding work in the railways 
and factories.

The school teaches children from 
kindergarten to sixth class and has 
170 pupils.

“I have always said that, if children 
are happy, they will learn,” says 
Sister Margaret, the longest serving 
principal at the school. “I would like 
to think that one of the things we 
have established over that period of 
time is a place children like to come 
to and are happy in. 

“It’s been a real privilege to be 
part of this school for a long period. 
I have seen a lot of children go 
through in that time who have gone 
on to do significant things and I have 
been very lucky to be part of a lot of 
children’s lives.”

St Mary’s School
An Erskineville icon?
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Samantha Van

Residents are concerned about 
a private school’s proposed Indig-
enous campus at the Block. St 
Andrew’s Cathedral School wants 
to begin its new campus in part of 
the Redfern Community Centre as a 
temporary measure. It would cater 
for up to 25 students from kinder-
garten to year six, while the school 
looks for permanent premises.

Block resident Lani Tuitavake is 
among those concerned about the 
proposal. “I’m for education but 
against the location,” she said. “I 
don’t think it’s appropriate to have 
a school at a Community Centre. A 
Community Centre is supposed to 
be for the community.”

“If St Andrew’s move in, we will 
lose a valuable space,” Ms Tuitavake 
said. “The other thing I don’t like 
is that a needle [exchange] bus is 
close by – located on Hudson St 
or Yellowmundee Park – and there 
practically all day.” The location of 
the proposed campus seems to be 
the main issue. “A lot of people I’ve 
spoken to are unhappy for it to be 
at the community centre,” she said. 
“They’re all for education but not 
the location … I can’t understand 
why the kids would be in a separate 
campus. It seems like a segregation 
mentality.”

Redfern Residents for Reconcilia-

tion (RRR) would also support the 
Indigenous campus, but oppose the 
location. “It is totally inappropriate 
for a church to take over one-third 
of the centre,” RRR spokesperson 
Lyn Turnbull said. 

“We understand that a site needs 
to be found, preferably in Redfern, 
close to the [railway] station,” RRR’s 
response to St Andrew’s develop-
ment application says. “However it 
can’t be [at] the Community Centre, 
and it should not be on, near or 
associated with the Block.” Accord-
ing to RRR, it would set a dangerous 
precedent for private use of public 
facilities and divide a community 
that could well do without that.

Redfern Pastor Ray Minniecon of 
Crossroads Aboriginal Ministries, 
who helped set up the school, told 
the Herald that “we are not fixed 
on the location. If the community 
doesn’t want the school at the com-
munity centre we will go elsewhere. 
We are looking at other sites.” When 
asked why the Indigenous school is 
needed, he pointed out that literacy 
and numeracy statistics for his 
community say it all – the system 
has failed the community. He went 
on to say the school would be an 
Aboriginal Christian school, rather 
than a Christian Aboriginal school. 
“In the end, it’s about choice. My 
community deserve to have a choice 
and they will.”

Block  
proposal  
divides  
community

SSH

Late last year, the first students 
to complete a new Indigenous Food 
Training course at Redfern were 
awarded their graduation certificates 
by Education Minister Carmel Teb-
butt. Ms Tebbut, the local member 
for Marrickville, which now extends 
into parts of Redfern, said, “Yaama 
Dhinawan gives local and Indigenous 
students a better chance of employ-
ment in the hospitality industry. The 

Government is determined to make a 
real difference in Redfern and Water-
loo by providing more opportunities 
and jobs – and this initiative shows 
we’re making real progress.” 

“These 15 students are to be 
congratulated for being the first to 
complete this eight-week training 
course. It sets them up with new 
skills to enter the industry and gain 
full-time employment.” The Minister 
went on to pay respect to Aunty 
Beryl Van-Oploo, along with young 

Aboriginal chef Matt Cribb. 
Yaama Dhinawan is part of the 

North Eveleigh Training Centre which 
was established with the support of a 
$750,000 investment by the Redfern 
Waterloo Authority. Training funds 
have been provided by the NSW 
Department of Education and Training 
and the Commonwealth Department 
of Employment and Workplace Rela-
tions. Minister for Redfern Waterloo 
Frank Sartor said the Centre’s 
hospitality course alone is expected 
to train at least 60 students a year. 
“It is our aim that it will become a 
world-class cross-cultural training and 
employment centre specialising in 
modern Australian cuisine, including 
Indigenous produce,” Sartor said. 
Students will also be able to gain real 
industry experience through Yaama 
Dhinawan’s catering contracts and a 
commercial café and function centre 
due to open next year. 

Aunty Beryl said she was proud to 
see Yaama Dhinawan’s first students 
now able to enter the workforce. “I 
have wanted to set up a training 
course like this for more than 30 
years,” she said. “I am thrilled to see 
this dream finally come to fruition 
with the support of the RWA. There’s 
a real feeling of pride amongst the 
local community because this Centre 
has been established right here in 
Redfern.”

Cliff Bott, a Wilson Street resident, 
told the South Sydney Herald, “I 
started going for coffee and lunch 
shortly after it opened. It’s a won-
derful initiative. The place has a 
peaceful ambience and the service 
always comes with a big smile. I’m 
looking forward to it being re-opened 
in this month and to trying some of 
the Indigenous cuisine that I believe 
is planned. I was lucky enough to 
be invited by Aunty Beryl to the 
graduation ceremony shortly before 
Christmas. It was a very happy and 
indeed moving event.”

Yaama Dhinawan  
finally open for business

Pam Dagwell

It is estimated that 70% of the 
City of Sydney’s population lives 
under strata laws that are in urgent 
need of reform. Approximately 
112,000 of the total city population 

of 161,500 live in apartments and 
most of these are three storeys or 
more. 

This is  good news for  the 
government because high-density 
developments make efficient use of 
existing resources and services. It is 

also good news for the developers 
and builders who share in the profits 
from these facilities. Unfortunately, 
the balance of power is often with 
the developers and their building 
managers rather than the apartment 
residents.

The problems which arise are 
many and varied – from parking 
issues to unpaid levies, from pet 
ownership to ineffective executive 
committees, from noisy neighbours 
to building defects, and on and 
on. Community living is a reality 
of the twenty-first century, but the 
guidelines for supporting those of us 
who live and work in this environ-
ment need to be tightened to keep 
up with the rate at which life-style 
changes have been made.

While many of the older 10 or 
12 apartment buildings still exist, 
most now contain 200 plus and 
include pools, gyms and shops. This 
is not about to change as the State 
Government Metropolitan Strategy 
declares that by 2031 Sydney will 
need an additional 640,000 new 
dwellings to house a population of 
5.3 million.

Deputy Lord Mayor and Greens 
candidate for the State seat of Syd-
ney, Chris Harris, has collaborated 
with a strata expert to write an 
alternative model for apartment 
dwelling.

The document highlights prob-
lems with the current laws and 
offers solutions such as giving 
owner-residents two votes in the 
Owners Corporation. Tenants who 
have lived in the same unit for two 
years should be able to take up the 
resident vote if they wish. 

Chris tells of an apartment block 
at Pyrmont where owner-residents 
occupy only 30 of the 250 units. 
Most of the remaining 220 are 

rented out to back-packers. “As 
things stand, the minority group 
have no power to influence the 
problems they are having. It is to the 
Labor and Liberal parties’ advan-
tage to leave the laws as they are 
because they benefit from developer 
contributions to their funds.” Chris 
sees the Strata Laws reform as an 
important issue for the Greens at 
the March state election.

Lord Mayor and Independent 
Member for Bligh, Clover Moore, 
made lengthy submissions to the 
2003 Government Strata Issues 
Paper and recently has been seeking 
a review of noise regulation by the 
Government. A spokesperson for 
her Electorate Office said, “Clover 
has been pushing for reform of 
strata legislation for some years 
and believes that the legislation 
has not kept pace with community 
needs.”

Linda Scott, the Labor candidate 
for Sydney, defends her party’s 
record in addressing the changed 
needs of strata owners and resi-
dents. “In 2005,” she says, “reforms 
to the laws forced developers to 
be more accountable. Much of the 
red tape was removed in order to 
make disputes faster and easier 
to settle for the community.” She 
acknowledges, however, that there 
is still more work to be done. “I 
have called on the Minister for Fair 
Trading to ensure there is better edu-
cation for residents to ensure that 
the community is aware of its rights 
and therefore better protected.”

Strata laws in need of reform?
 Photo: Ali Blogg  

Aunty Beryl Van-Oploo at the first graduation at Yaama Dhinawan   Photo: Bill Sheridan
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Parramatta Girls 
Written by alana Valentine 
DirecteD by Wesley enoch 
UPstairs, belVoir st theatre 
22 march–22 aPril

Alana Valentine (Run Rabbit 
Run) spent 3 years listening to and 
collating stories of suffering and 
survival – stories of women who, as 
girls, endured life inside the notorious 
Parramatta Girls’ Home (also called, 
among other names, Girls Training 
School, Parramatta). The result of her 
research is a play, Parramatta Girls, 
which will be performed for the first 
time as part of this year’s season for 
Company B at the Belvoir St Theatre.

More than half a million 
Australians (black and white) grew up 
in orphanages or similar childhood 
institutions last century. Their stories 

– many of them harrowing – deserve 
to be told, and need to be heard. 
It’s a way of taking seriously and 
valuing lives. It’s a way of helping 

to ensure that abuse is exposed and 
named, and helping to ensure that it 
doesn’t happen in the future. “It’s a 
matter of social justice,” Alana says. 

Alana is also excited about the 
production. The director is Wesley 
Enoch, the set designer Ralph 
Myers, costume designer Alice 
Babidge, lighting designer Rachel 
Burke. The cast is impressive: Annie 
Byron, Roxanne McDonald, Leah 
Purcell. Rehearsals begin on 5 
February, and opening night is 21 
March. There are previews on Sat 
17 March and Sun 18 March.

For bookings phone 02 9699 3444, 
or visit www.belvoir.com.au

Girls from 
Parramatta
My name’s Gayle and I was 

here in the fifties. They set 
this place up in 1908 and they didn’t 
close it til 1980. Well, my maths has 
never been very good but maths or 
no maths, 200 girls by eighty years 
is a lot to answer for. We’ve got 
somethin’ in common, ladies, 
and we’re gonna share it today.

anDreW collis

The Urban Dance Centre (58 
Abercrombie St Chippendale) is the 
only school of its kind in Sydney. It 
offers workshops in musical theatre 
and commercial dance to students of 
all ages and levels (from beginners to 
professionals).

The UDC is open 6 days a week, 
and this weekend (27/28 Jan) is 
special. It’s the second UDC Youth 
Boot Camp, an intensive weekend 
of workshops for kids 8 to 16 years 
– an opportunity for some 100 young 
people to get a feel for a variety of 

dance styles – from jazz to hip hop, 
popping, krump and break dance.

Director, Juliette Verne, is a former 
Radio City Rockette (New York). 
She’s a dancer-choreographer who’s 
worked with Janet Jackson, Justin 
Timberlake, Shakaya, Destiny’s Child, 
Deni Hines and Guy Sebastian. 
Juliette is proud of her faculty, and 
enthusiastic for the young people at 
the Camp she hopes might choose to 
enrol in the Centre’s Youth Program 
for 2007.

“Last year was an amazing 
year,” she says. “We conducted 15 
international workshops, and our 

Urban Youth Project [selected from 
among dancers in the Youth Program] 
won the Sydney heat of the ‘Shake 
Down’ hip hop competition, going on 
to perform at the Vodafone Arena in 
Melbourne, and winning second place 
in the national finals.”

“Commercial dance is a small 
industry in Australia, but it’s growing,” 
she says. “And the creativity, the 
passion of the dancers is always 
exciting.”

A free Open Day at the UDC will 
be held on 10 February. For more 
information call 02 9318 2614. 

Urban Dance Centre
Learn to dance like Janet Jackson

Boot Camp participants perform at UDC   Photo: Ali Blogg  



Blow your own trumpet!
Send your band / theatre / art bios and pics  
to be published in the Review

(All pics must be 300 dpi at print size or will be rejected)

Send to editor@ssh.com.au

10   The Review February 2007

stePh GeslinG

Only a few of us at the Excelsior 
Hotel in Glebe on Saturday night 
[20 January] knew exactly what 
we’d come for. The rest were yet 
to encounter Eve Gibson. 

“I’m Eve Gibson, I’m a girl from 
Newcastle,” she says as she starts her 
set. Vocal melodies ring out clear 
above the softly strummed chords. 
Her Australian accent slipping in 
and through the lyrics, surprising 
us with unusually strong vowel 
sounds and yet a gentleness or 
fragility that captivates and soothes. 

Supporting the Smoking Muskets, 
Eve set the standard for the 
evening. Unfortunately, her act was 
unmatched by the two that followed. 
Sound equipment failures including 
a faulty fold-back made for some 
interesting compromises by the 
bands. Pitch, levels and cohesiveness 
were all under negotiation, 
making for a messy gig overall.

Eve Gibson stood out. Her 
unassuming presence as a performer 
is in curious contrast to the depth 
and mystery encapsulated by her 
music. “Most of my songs are 

about depressing stuff,” she says, 
“There’s one about suicide … 
one about not belonging. A lot 
of them aren’t actually about me, 
they’re about people … stuff I’ve 
seen, or experiences I’ve had.” 

Eve is a witness to the grittiness 
of life, and to loss. “I write music as 
a release when stuff is going on and 
I don’t know what else to do – it’s a 
way of venting.” When asked what it 
feels like to perform, she says, “I like 
writing the music and I love playing 
it in my bedroom. Performing is still 
a bit scary, but it’s great afterwards.”

Her upcoming EP, Look at the 
Lines, is due for release in early 
February. It will contain 8 songs 
including the title track, which 
has had some recent airtime on 
the ABC program, Rage, and 
can be requested on the Rage 
website or downloaded from 
myspace.com/evegibson.

Towards the end of her set Eve 
says to the crowd, “Sorry these 
songs are so sad,” and I overhear 
one of her fans say, “She shouldn’t 
apologise for that!” Another turns 
and smiles, “Nah, she should just 
hand out razor blades at the door!”

Eve Gibson 
The girl from Newcastle

Photo: Steph Gesling

Peter WhiteheaD

The brand new centre for performing arts is accessed down wide 
concrete stairs from Wilson Street, Darlington. To the right, like 
the set for yet another Beckett play, pregnant with pause, are a series 
of seven ramps for pedestrian wheeled traffic. To the left, sheds of 
railway stuff and clear blue skies. From down here in the Redfern 
rail-yards, at the entrance to the CarriageWorks, you cannot see a city 
building, just trees beyond a close horizon of corrugated iron roofs.

Now, the place itself, according to its official word: “Developed by 
the NSW State Government through Arts NSW, CarriageWorks will 
be a contemporary performance space located in the 1880s Carriage 
Workshop. Carriages were built and repaired in this workshop for 
over a century and the building retains much of its original built 
fabric and industrial atmosphere. The fit-out is designed to read as 
a series of discrete modern elements within the historic shell.”

Across a brief band of sunshine to the deep shade of the 
old building brightly renovated – pushing through one of 
the tall glass doors into the airy foyer – it smells new.

Above, a rusty reminder of the coming of Steam, on stalwart beams, 
remain large mechanical wheels, stripped of viable connections but 
defiantly stressed with the dignity of labour. The original shed lights, 
refurbished, large pressed metal hoods glower proudly through the 
odd chip in lustrous aged enamel. Gawping upwards the columns and 
vaulted ceilings evoke sensations of a cathedral while underfoot we 
feel the floor of an abattoir redeemed by 21st century fine grinding. 

This could be a venue for, perhaps, Popular Mechanics to take a residency.
Preparation for the evening’s opening proceeds apace; hydraulic raising 

devices flex their modern orange parallelograms effortlessly up and 
down. Middle-aged men with fantastic facial hair, arts administrators 
maybe, are removing bubble wrap from tall round bar tables.

At 1500 hrs four-legged wasp critters skitter stilts across 
the foyer towards a trio of media shutterbugs.

This place won’t be poaching punters from proximate pubs with no 
glass of wine for less than $7.50 as they chalk the prices large on boards 
behind the elegantly bunkered bars. You can grab a Toohey’s New at the 
same price you get sandwiches: six bucks. Sushi: $9.50. There is more.

At 1520 hrs the sound surround system blurts: “Test! – One! – Two!”
CarriageWorks director Sue Hunt is having a busy day. The expected 

teething problems – the worst of which, delayed delivery of permanent 
seating, necessitates apologies for the temporary replacements which sit 
uneasily in the great theatrical spaces of the complex – won’t frustrate 
Sue from making good her promise that “CarriageWorks will offer an 
exciting addition to the cultural life of Sydney and its artists, providing an 
environment that pulses with a unique spirit of creativity and innovation.” 

This new venue is a magnificent boon for the community. 
But not if we don’t get down there and inhabit the 
place and welcome the artists who will come.

Happening soon, to launch Performance Space – the first established 
arts company to call CarriageWorks home – three free Special Events. 

Sue Hunt says: “At CarriageWorks, the doors are open to all 
possibilities.” First-time patrons may want to take a compass 
and a snack and be prepared to have their eyes opened.

1. At a picnic with artists Claire Healy and Sean Cordeiro at 2pm on 
Saturday 24 February there are dozens of oysters to be shucked and then 
used to make a new sculptural work – PRIMARY PRODUCERS 
 

2. SINGING THE SPACE, Sunday, 6pm, 25 February – a  melodic feast 
to usher in new ways of seeing and being.  
 

3. Friday 2 March, 8.30pm, a sea of analogue dreams with DEMUX. 
Audio-visual systems are used, abused and tweaked to reveal the interplay 
between human and machine. 
 

The first regular gig will be NEVER BEEN THIS FAR AWAY FROM 
HOME, a new solo show from choreographer/performer Martin del 
Amo, who promises a darkly comic and sometimes surreal journey into his 
fascination with the unknown. March 7-17, Wed-Sat, 8pm, $25/$15

Now showing 
in Darlington

Last minute rush!   Photo: Ali Blogg  
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ben Falkenmire

Peats Ridge organisers decided for 
the first time this year to hold their 
festival over the new-year period, 
similar to Queensland’s Woodford 
Folk Festival. Sydneysiders partial 
to an extended camping session 
surrounded by music performances 
and nature’s offerings, were 
faced with a festival dilemma. 

Those who made the trip to 
Woodford, a town 45 minutes north 
of Brisbane, uncovered the essence 
of how a community-minded festival 
experience should be. One of the 
largest folk festivals in the world, the 
Woodford Folk Festival celebrated 
its 21st birthday with approximately 
125,000 attending over the six 
days. Festival goers were treated 
to an ensemble of art and music 
performances, craft workshops and 
earthy eateries all set in a temporary 
village the size of a small town. 

This year’s musical line-up 
included Blue King Brown, Xavier 
Rudd, John Butler Trio, the Umbilical 
Brothers, and Sydney-based bands 
the Bird and Waiting For Guinness. 

For those partial to a hearty 

intellectual bout, the festival’s iconic 
Great Debate was chaired by SBS’s 
George Negus and featured Greens 
Party chief Bob Brown, Democrat 
Andrew Bartlett, ABC radio 
connoisseur Martin Pearson, and 
other notables. The ABC’s Kerry 
O’Brien was also in attendance, 
discussing the current plight 
of journalism in Australia. 

Largest crowds were witnessed 
around New Year’s Day and 
at the closing ceremony that 
night, which showcased theatrics 
and a fire event in a natural 
amphitheatre accommodating 
around 20,000 people. 

Starting out as the Maleny 
Folk Festival in 1987, organisers 
found themselves quickly looking 
for bigger venues as audiences 
grew from 900 to 50,000. The 
current site spans 360 acres of 
parkland and boasts 40 permanent 
amenities blocks with showers. 

At the end of the year 
Sydneysiders will again be faced 
with a dilemma: to live the 
wisdom of a festival forebear or 
to support an offspring showing 
signs of improvement. 

Woodford Folk Festival  
or aPeats Ridge?

reVieW by  
Dorothy mcrae-mcmahon

The show began late, the temporary 
seating was awful and the sight-lines 
meant that those of us who were 
accommodated on the outer quarters 
of the seating could not see all of the 
stage – which was a puzzling square 
shape, rather than a stage with wings. 

However, none of that stopped 
us appreciating the amazing dance 
of Akram Khan and Sidi Larbi 
Cherkaoui in their moving portrayal 
of the vulnerable hope for human 
connection and the search for its core.

The imaginative glimpses of the 
small orchestra, as they were lit 
behind a veil added to the delight 
of it all, quite apart from the 
beautiful music itself, composed by 
Nitin Sawhney. Sculptor Antony 
Gormley was the designer.

Zero Degrees at 
CarriageWorks 

Above: Street Warriors and Wire MC at Yabun in Victoria Park on Survival (Australia) Day   Photo: Ali Blogg  

Right: Archie Roach and son Amos at Yabun in Victoria Park on Survival (Australia) Day   Photo: Andrew Collis  

Below Right: Bronwyn Lee from The Refrains at the Sandringham Hotel on 23rd Jan   Photo: Roslyn Oades  Smile!
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tom tilley

Fondue Funk is set to be just a little 
more than self-absorbed DJs and 
nasty bouncers. Throw a hot live funk 
band in the mix of some house DJs 
and put them in one of Sydney’s most 
undiscovered club venues – it’s clear 
this party is going to kick! Fondue 
Funk is a new collective formed 
around live popfunk band the Clarity 
Project and a DJ collective known 
as Groove Addix. The heavily Prince 
inspired Clarity Project have rocked 
dance-floors all around Sydney over 
the last year, including the Basement 
and the Annandale Hotel. Whilst 
Groove Addix have been hosing down 
clubs with their edgy brand of  house 
music in Home, YU, Hugo’s, etc. for 
a number of years. Fondue Funk will 

be launched on February 10 in the 
Bodhi Bar underneath the forecourt 
of St Mary’s Cathedral. This stylish 
bar rests under the grandeur of the 
Cathedral and boasts a big outdoor 
courtyard that sits in the foliage of 
Cook & Phillip Park. The unique 
setting of the bar almost hides the 
fact that it’s minutes walk from the 
CBD, the Cross, Wolloomoolloo and 
Oxford Street.

Fondue Funk launch 
The Clarity Project (live), Groove 
Addix & Acting Dirty 
The Bodhi Bar College Street Cook 
& Phillip Park 
Saturday February 10 
DJs from 8pm – the Clarity Project 
on at 10pm sharp 
Admission $5

Fondue Funk

theatre reVieW 
Jessica amos

“Roll on the floor. And cry. 
Cry on a neighbour. Good. And 
totally breaking down. Okay, shake 
it out. Very good. Thoughts?”

If you missed the first season of 
this production – which sold out in 
its third week – book now for the 
second season in February. Do you 
ever wish you’d asked out that person 
in school on whom you had an 
interminable crush? Tim Conigrave 
does. He asks John Caleo out. 

Holding the Man is Conigrave’s 
story about their relationship 
which survives so much – their 
very different attitudes, John’s 
hostile father, NIDA, university, 
separation, affairs and AIDS. It 
starts in 1977 – years before the 
need for safe sex in the prevention of 
HIV becomes common knowledge 
– and sits within a mesh of family 
and friends: sometimes difficult, 
often loving, always evolving in 
playwright Tommy Murphy’s 
adaptation of Conigrave’s book. 

Holding the Man is deliciously 
irreverent – perhaps because it is 
about an insider (Conigrave was a 
writer and actor). Take Tim’s mum 
( Jeanette Cronin) in her bad wig, her 
head stuck through the railing inches 
from the audience’s seats – screaming 
at schoolboy Tim to get off the 
phone! Or the mother of Tim’s 
friend Phoebe – played by Brett 
Stiller in drag as a hippie transgender 
lesbian! John Caleo’s irate dad Bob 

(Nicholas Eadie) asks her, “Do you 
realize there are homosexuals at 
your dinner table?” Phoebe’s mum, 
dressed in a caftan, headband and 
thin moustache, primly tells Bob that 
he is less important than her beetroot 
soup, which is ready to serve! There 
must have been at least ten bad wigs 
and lots of “dress-ups.” Cronin is the 
main offender as an ageing queen 
rap-dancing at the boys’ first gay 
nightclub, or as Rose, the serious 
lesbian uni student. Well known actor 
Eadie plays at least ten characters 
including both dads, the scarecrow 
and a sort of leather Daddy/Bear in 
the night-club scene which has to 
be seen if only for Eadie’s modesty.  

Holding the Man is apparently 
Berthold’s last production at the 
Griffin Theatre (where he has been 
Artistic Director since 2003) before 
he heads overseas. He created the 
Griffin playwright’s residency 
program, which saw the production 
of Murphy’s scripts Strangers 
In-Between and Holding the Man. 
Murphy has said he regards Berthold 
– whom he met when he was 16 
– as a mentor. Both from regional 
towns (Berthold from Maitland 
and Murphy from Queanbeyan), 
they have now been friends for over 
ten years. Berthold originally asked 
Murphy to read Conigrave’s 1995 
autobiography. He wanted to know 
if Murphy could see a play in it.  

Berthold is a veteran theatre 
director. Most recently, he directed 
Debra Oswald’s The Peach Season 
and The Emperor of Sydney by Louis 
Nowra, both of which seem a tad 

precious in comparison to Holding the 
Man, in which scenes dissolve quickly 
into each other, and young characters 
run carelessly onstage. Actors run 
the gamut of emotions. Murphy has 
said, “If people don’t laugh madly in 
the first half and cry their eyes out 
in the second – then I’ve failed.”

Murphy’s adaptation of 
Conigrave’s novel is possibly the 
greatest love story (and indeed 
one of the greatest scripts) written 
by an Australian playwright and 
performed on an Australian stage. 
Aside from the courageous acting 
and stage design, it succeeds because 
Murphy’s humour, as in the scene 
with the “circle jerk buddies” scales 
barriers of gender, sexuality and 
generation and walks into your heart. 
Moreover, he believes that “because 
you are gay doesn’t mean you are a 
particular type of person. It doesn’t 
affect your individuality. It doesn’t 
have to be a part of your identity 
either … It’s neither an advantage 
nor a disadvantage. It’s just a fact.” 
Murphy’s treatment of the pathos 
of Aids and mortality in the 1980s 
is honest. The mixed audience 
applauded the actors back onstage 
three times before leaving the theatre.

Adapted by Tommy Murphy 
From the book by  
Timothy Conigrave 
Director: David Berthold 
Griffin Theatre Company 
 

9 November – 23 December 2006 
8 February – 3 March 2007

Holding the man

city oF syDney chinese neW year FestiVal eVent 
Date: 3 march 2007 
time: 7.30 Pm 
VenUe: mUsic WorkshoP, syDney conserVatoriUm oF mUsic, macqUarie st 
Price: $30 aDVance PUrchase, $35 Door 
reserVations: call 9699 4414, 0409 690 220

 
Versatile musicians of the Sydney Sizhu Ensemble led by Tony Wheeler, 

and Kuchipudi dancer Vimala Sarma, celebrate Chinese New Year and the 
Indian festival Holi in a concert featuring classical Indian dances and Chinese 
traditional music inspired by the symbolism of the lotus and phoenix. The lotus 
is a symbol of beauty, perfection and spiritual purity in Buddhist and Hindu 
traditions, and is featured in the iconographic imagery of both cultures. The 
phoenix is a symbol of good fortune and happiness in Chinese culture. The lead 
artists Tony Wheeler and Vimala Sarma will draw upon their respective art 
forms to celebrate the spirit of the Year of the Pig and Holi. This show provides 
rare opportunity for Sydney Chinese traditional music-lovers to hear Chen 
Hong Yu, vocal, and Zhao Ying Chun on the Erhu (a two-stringed fiddle).

Nayika Indian Dance 
www.nayika.org

Lotus & Phoenix
A concert of traditional Chinese music and classical Indian 
dance inspired by the symbolism of the lotus and phoenix, 
not to be missed by the Asian arts connoisseur.
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Dorothy McRae-McMahon

In recent times, both our Federal Government leaders have mentioned 
“unity” as a goal for Australian society. To speak of unity as a central 
theme in our society requires that we describe and analyse the nature of 
that unity. Is it to be the submitting of some to the perceived values of 
one group? Is it based on some vague notion that we are all “Australian” 
and are therefore loyal to something which we cannot name?

Obviously, it implies that those who come later must try to observe the 
values and beliefs of those who were already there. Thus, for example, 
“Christian values” may be suggested as foundational to our life and 
culture and carry the idea that others must take second place in order to 
preserve a general unity. This is an irony in a country which has never 
been strongly identified with institutional religion, Christian or other.

Certainly, somewhere near the centre of the discussion must 
lie all the faith communities that now exist in this country. In this 
context, unity can mean different things. It can be about the unity 
of people of a particular faith over against those of different faiths 
or none. We, therefore, become the dividing agencies in society, if 
only because our members hold decided opinions about values, 
the nature of moral and ethical behaviour, believe in certain 
religious observances and honour a particular God or Gods.

On the other hand, there is a deeper notion of unity which could 
arise from all faiths which believe in a God or Gods. It is that which 
acknowledges, as the basis of all reality, the conviction that we can never 
be God ourselves and therefore the unifying factor between all people 
is our humanness. One of the benefits in believing in a God is that you 
know you are not that! This foundation could, if we chose it, give people 
of religious faith a sacred role in the development of national unity.

Imagine, if instead of talking self-righteously about ourselves as 
people who always give others a “fair go” and treat them as “mates,” 
we could own our very chequered history and then state our longing 
to create a society of justice and compassion? We could be those 
who, in our humanness, remind our leaders and all members of 
the community that we have made terrible mistakes in the past 
– like our treatment of the Indigenous people of this land and their 
spirituality. We could mention that we did not even count them as 
citizens until 1967 and, in a NSW school text-book as late as the 
mid 1970s, listed them in the chapter headed ‘Flora and fauna.’ 

Alongside that, in kindness to our forebears, perhaps we 
could suggest that people read Kate Grenville’s remarkable 
novel, The Secret River (Text Publishing 2005) to invite an 
understanding of the terrible ambiguities inherent in the first 
convict settlements and its often also very vulnerable people.

We could tell newcomers that we have learned more about human 
unity since we ended the White Australia Policy and began to see 
people of other races and cultures as equal to ourselves and deserving of 
respect. We could also confess that it is religious communities, possibly 
more than others, which are still working with the nature of the role of 
women and men in our own life and in society – rather than allowing our 
leaders to talk of gender equality as though that is totally established.

Any shared languages could be celebrated as a vehicle for a greater 
mutual understanding between us as we listen to each other’s customs 
and histories rather than a one-way exchange. We could demonstrate 
this last rationale by suggesting that our children, and ourselves as 
adults, accept the challenge of trying to learn at least a little of another 
language so that we can add to the cross-cultural dialogue. Some of our 
Christian churches could share with the wider society how comforting 
it is for newer immigrants to worship still in their own languages.

Instead of requiring people to sign up to our national “values” 
as though they are superior, we could ask newcomers about their 
histories, their regrets and their celebrations. We could share our belief 
in the struggling human condition, which is the true source of all 
unity, and commit ourselves to keep working along together towards 
a human community which is grander than we have ever known.

Is all this an impossible dream? Well, as a person of 
faith, I would say that nothing is impossible.

Comment & Opinion
Faith & Unity

Andrew Collis

It was raining on Regent Street. 
The first good rain in weeks. A 
grey light softened everything 
and the deluge brought with 
it a kind of calm. I felt happy 
to be there – just walking.

Swept along by the water 
and wind and people – many 
faces, ages – some in floral 
shirts, baseball caps, suits, pink 
sunglasses, orange vests; some 
with skateboards, bicycles, 
spiky hair, shaved heads, 
tattoos, new sandals (me)…

You notice things when you’re 
walking – things you don’t 
notice from behind the wheel 
of a car. In the outer suburbs, it 
seems, it’s increasingly common 
to be confined to one’s car. 
Isolated. It’s not a good feeling.

So, I’m enjoying this. From 
Redfern it’s easy to walk to Surry 
Hills, to Newtown, to the city. 
Yesterday, I caught the train 
to Kings Cross. There was a 
misty rain, and the city, from a 

rooftop in Macleay Street, was 
beautiful. I took a few photos.

In the space of a week I met 
workers at a neighbourhood centre 
planning a big street party. I met 
with activists from REDWatch, 
staff at various cafés (shared a 
coffee with a playwright and 
a politician), owners of fruit 
and vegie shops, shoe stores, 
newsagents. I climbed into the 
ring at Mundine’s Gym, talked 
street-dance styles at UDC in 
Chippendale, and performed 
a few songs with friends old 
and new at the Sando on King 
Street. On Sunday I walked 
along Raglan Street to church.

I felt healthier (even as my legs 
were aching). I think how it’s 
healthy to feel a part of a people, 
different people – the sheer 
buzz and diversity of a crowd 
– different people in the street, in 
the neighbourhood. We’re lucky 
in Sydney – and it’s so evident 
in the inner city – to be a part of 
this. I’m drawing strength from it.

Today it’s hot. Sydney-summer, 

thirsty heat. It’s Survival 
(Australia) Day, and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander flags 
are flying from the main stage 
in Victoria Park. We’re here 
for Yabun, a celebration of 
Indigenous culture, and Freshwater 
are performing a song called 
‘River Song.’ It’s upbeat, sunny: 
“The river waits for me.”

Again, the water – life-giving, 
life. Like human contact, like 
communication. On 26 January, 
then, I add to my new year’s 
resolutions: keep the car for 
emergencies (and for delivering 
the South Sydney Herald); walk; 
ride a bike; catch the train; look 
and listen. And of course, support 
local independent media!

I’m looking forward to sharing 
this year with you, to receiving 
your letters and photos. I’ll be 
at the SSH stall at Surry Hills 
Markets on the first Saturday of 
each month. Drop by for a chat.

Peace in 2007.
Andrew

New Managing Editor  
walks into new year

“Celebrating the lives of the diverse people of South Sydney, inviting discussion on 
issues of concern and interest, adding encouragement to possibilities for community.”

Do yourself and your community a favour in 2007 and partner with the SSH as it:
• Launches its very own website on Mar 1  • Increases distribution numbers in Surry Hills  

• Looks to increase its total circulation from 21,000 readers

advertise@ssh.com.au

Something annoying you? keen to share an insight, 

question, or knowledge with your local community? 

Write the SSH a letter and tell us about it.

Send mail to PO Box ���0, Strawberry Hills NSW 

�01� or email editor@ssh.com.au
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Anna Christie

I f every one of Sydney’s 1.5 million households received the same, 
that amounts to an extraordinary 1,050 tonnes of junk mail dumped on 

our city’s homes in less than a fortnight. None of it was read. None of it 
was acted on, at least in my household. I was so annoyed by this wasteful 
and futile assault that I contemplated writing to each of the companies 
represented in the junk mail to complain, and also to ridicule their 
marketing managers for wasting money on this fruitless exercise. As I have 
better things to do than spend my days writing letters, I resisted the urge.

However, consumers are starting to rebel by using their purchasing 
power – the power NOT to purchase, that is. From what I hear, 
there is a growing sentiment from consumers who are thinking 
of consuming less, not more as we are expected to do. 

I already knew of “Buy Nothing Day,” but recently I heard about 
people who are taking 12 month “shopping sabbaticals.” I knew the 
movement was growing when a shopping-addict friend announced 
that she was swearing off buying any new clothes for 12 months, an 
act that will require considerable retail withdrawal on her part.

I have toyed with “anti-consumption” myself. This happened 
recently when my son was building a hutch for our new blue-
tongue lizard. I sent a text message to every phone number on 
my mobile asking for mesh and other materials. Replies started to 
come in, offering all kinds of materials. The method worked!

Seriously, though, if consumer spending declines, we should 
expect many carefully-worded attempts to reverse the trend. Mainly 
we will be asked to feel compassion for those whose jobs will suffer 
due to “decline in consumer sentiment,” as it is sometimes referred 
to by economists. We will be told it is in the national interest to keep 
spending – and don’t worry about the dangers of buying on credit.

What has this all to do with the environment, you may ask. 
The answer is everything. Over-consumption drives the generation of 
rubbish and greenhouse gases, the exploitation of natural resources, 
and the toxification of our ecosystems due to industrial chemical wastes. 

Considering that Australia no longer has a manufacturing 
industry to speak of, a decline in consumerism might also 
benefit Australia through an improvement in our import-export 
balance. I am no economist, but they don’t always get it right, 
and maybe this brave new thrifty world is worth a try.

If you would like to suggest environmental issues in South Sydney that need 
investigation, please contact Anna Christie by email:  anna@sustannability.com

Rod Cornish

With such an increase 
in investors looking at 

overseas property markets, this 
month we focus on China. 

The change in China over the 
past 10 or so years has been 
nothing short of a revolution.  
Even the past 12 months has 
seen a very significant shift 
in terms of how investors are 
thinking about the region in 
terms of opportunities.

What has driven the shift?
One of the most influential 

factors in the change in China has 
been the economy.  China is in the 
midst of what is called a “super-
cycle,” which is similar to what 
happened in Japan in the 1950s 
and 60s. The economy is maturing, 
which is attracting high levels of 
foreign investment; there is strong 
demand for the goods it produces; 
and high levels of liquidity as 
banks are lending quite freely.  

China’s growth in the property 
sector has been very much 
influenced by urbanisation. 
Over the past five years, some 
100 million people have moved 
from rural areas into cities such 
as Shanghai and Beijing. Now 

the shift is increasingly into 
so-called “second tier” cities 
such as Changchun, Nanchang, 
Qingdao, Dalian and Tianjin.

Where are the opportunities? 
We believe the best opportunities 

for real estate investors can be 
found in the second tier cities with 
populations above five million. 
In the 1950s around 11% of the 
population lived in cities. Today 
it is around 45% and is projected 
to be around 53% in 2015.

Those moving are predominately 
young, educated citizens looking 
for what could be termed as a 
traditional Western lifestyle, as 
opposed to the rural lifestyle that 
has dominated China in the past. 
This is creating strong demand 
in retail, office and in residential. 
However, the Government has 
reduced the number of 90+ 
square metre apartments being 
built, which is the type of 
properties the new urbanites are 
looking for.  This is slowing down 
residential investment growth 
and is likely to continue to do 
so over the next year or two.  

Urbanisation is also likely 
to create an explosion in retail 
property as large players such as 
Wal-Mart, Carrefour and Tesco 
move into the region. The logistics 

market is also expected to expand 
as retail spending increases. 

Issues for investors 
There are a number of issues 

investors need to be aware of when 
investing in China. These include 
foreign investor gearing restrictions 
and Government measures to 
stop speculative investment 
in the residential market. 

China is a land of opportunity 
for real estate investors at the 
moment. However, as with any 
investment, the fundamentals 
need to be right – good 
opportunities for growth backed 
by strong local partnerships.

Can it last?
So long as the Chinese 

economy continues to flourish, 
and there are few reasons to 
think it won’t, Macquarie Real 
Estate believes there will be a 
range of real estate investment 
opportunities in China. High levels 
of liquidity, strong investment 
inflows and an increasingly 
strong currency combine to 
produce a solid economy. Even 
if there is a slowdown in the 
US, China should continue to 
provide good opportunities 
so long as the economic 
fundamentals remain strong. 

Property
The great urbanisation of China
What does this mean for the real estate sector?

ROD CORNISH, HEAD OF RESEARCH, MACQUARIE REAL ESTATE, MACQUARIE BANK

Macquarie Bank Limited ABN 46 008 583 542 has made every reasonable effort to ensure that this report is accurate and reliable, however some facts and 

opinions may change without notice on the basis of changing market conditions and actual results may vary from any forecasts provided. Macquarie Bank 

Limited has not considered the personal objectives, financial situation or needs of readers, so readers should consider these matters and if necessary, seek 

professional advice before making any investment decision.

Consumers  
on the brink  
of rebellion

S O U T H  S Y D N E Y  E N V I R O N M E N T

During the week or so before Christmas, at least 700 grams 
(as weighed on my kitchen scales) of advertising material 

were dumped at my front door, all exhorting my family and me 
to spend, spend, spend.  

Over-consumption drives the generation of 

rubbish and greenhouse gases, the exploitation 

of natural resources, and the toxification of our 

ecosystems due to industrial chemical wastes. 
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Water is our most precious resource. Not only is it essential 
for human life, it is needed for our economic prosperity, 
farmers, and our rivers.

Sydney’s population continues to grow. Meanwhile our 
water supply is impacted by periods of drought and may 
be further affected by climate change.

Recycling is key to the NSW Government’s 2006 
Metropolitan Water Plan.  By 2015 the amount of 
wastewater recycled will grow fourfold to 70 billion litres a 
year for use in homes, irrigating, agriculture, industry and 
to mimic natural river flows downstream of dams

The Plan also secures our valuable water supply into 
the future by: 
• i ncreasing supply by accessing deep water in our dams 
•  encouraging water saving by households, businesses, 

councils and government 
•  having drought proof solutions at the ready, such as 

groundwater and desalination.  
With dam storage levels falling below 37 per cent, the 
NSW Government has decided to move to the next step 
towards constructing a desalination plant.

The decision to proceed to the next stage of the 
desalination project is supported by the Metropolitan 
Water Plan Independent Review Panel.

We Can All Play a Part
Thanks to everyone’s efforts we are now using less water 
then we were three years ago. But we can’t be complacent. 
It is important that everyone – Government, business and 
the community – does their part. 

There are a wide range of water saving initiatives and 
measures, including rebates and offers, in place for 
households, businesses, schools, councils, government 
agencies and farms to take advantage of. 

For more information, visit www.waterforlife.nsw.gov.au or 
contact my office on 9699 8166.

ADVERTISEMENT

Kristina
Keneally MP
M E M B E R
F O R  H E F F R O N

Kristina Keneally MP 
Member for Heffron 
Shop 117, 747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
Phone: (02) 9699 8166  Fax: (02) 9699 8222
Email: kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

SSH

It was a great day. The little children from St 
James Catholic Primary School were lined up in 
excited anticipation, the Wesley Scottish Dancers 
flexed their muscles and the members of the Crystal 
Set Choir were spread around welcoming people 
and taking tickets, prior to being on centre stage 
in Redfern Town Hall. Adrian West and the Kiwi 
Connection were also to perform. The Hall was 
almost full as people, mostly from various aged 
care facilities, waited to enjoy the Annual Concert.

The Crystal Set Choir organisers and singers 
were founded in October 2000 as part of the 
activities initiated through the Chris Noble Seniors 
Activities Centre which is a City of Sydney Council 
enterprise. Its original director was Janet Swain 
and its first performance was at a book launch 
in Alexandria Town Hall. These days the Choir 
is accompanied and directed by Moya Therese.

It is not a large group – between ten and 
twelve people most of the time, aged from about 
70-80 years. They make up for their size by the 
amount of singing they do! In December they 
sang at twelve events and they normally do so 
twice a week right through the year. A lot of 
their singing is done for the benefit of people in 
various nursing homes and other facilities. Having 
said that, they also sing at other events like the 
Surry Hills Festival, the International Women’s 
Day celebration and the Asian Moon Festival.

Talking with one of its foundation members, 
Marie Newton, it became clear that there is more to 
sustaining a choir than singing. Its members, even 

though they have a grant from the City Council 
and help with sound systems and sometimes 
transport, need to raise significant funds through 
raffles, donations and street stalls. This covers 
the cost of music, T-shirts, instruments and other 
resources. Choir member, Joyce Beak, is an 
especially faithful and competent fund-raiser.

Family connections are often helpful. At the 
Redfern Town Hall Concert one member of the 
Husband family sang in the choir, her son was the 
MC for the day and her daughter was the teacher 
of the children from St James School. All of this 
was offered free of charge to the appreciative 
audience. I am sure that those of us who sat and 
watched and listened could not but be charmed 
by the sight of very young children clapping 
enthusiastically to the dancing of the Scottish 
dancers who were undoubtedly seniors. Then the 
children sang to us and did their own delightful 
dance for the people. It was a wonderful musical 
meeting between old and young, a moment 
of true and touching human community.

The Crystal Set Choir is always keen to encourage 
new members to join its group. You don’t need to be a 

professional or highly skilled singer – just someone who 
loves to sing and would enjoy the satisfaction of giving 

to others in music. If you would like to join, contact Marie 
Newton on 9557 4966 or visit the Chris Noble Seniors 

Activity Centre, Renwick Street, Alexandria.

Celebrating the  
Crystal Set Choir

The Crystal Set Choir in full voice   Photo: Ali Blogg  
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Angela Dorizas

HopeStreet Urban Compassion, 
however, is overcoming these 
obstacles by partnering with 
socially responsible businesses 
to help make the transition from 
long-term unemployment to the 
workforce more achievable. Last 
November, the church-based 
charity launched the ‘Business 
Link Network’ to provide job 
opportunities for participants 
of their employment training 
program ‘Cleaners with a Mission.’

“It’s really tough looking for 
work,” Project Manager Joanne 
Holland said. “It’s a horrible 
experience and you can feel 
like you’re surrounded by brick 
walls. That’s one of the things 
we’re trying to overcome.”

HopeStreet has been operating 
the commercial cleaning business, 
Cleaners with a Mission, 
for more than 10 years. The 
business provides part-time work 
and retraining for long-term 
unemployed people. More than 
60 per cent of their employees 
are on the Disability Support 

Pension, which means they are 
not considered by the government 
as unemployed. Many employees 
also have a background of 
mental illness, drug, alcohol 
or gambling addictions, 
and other related issues. 

“One of the great things about 
Cleaners with a Mission is that 
it gives people space to work on 
some of those issues in their life, 
while having a stable workplace,” 
Ms Holland said. “For people 
to have a positive experience of 

work, where in the past they’ve 
had negative experiences, gives 
them freedom and empowers 
them to move forward.”

Moving forward is what 
HopeStreet aims to achieve 
through the Business Link 
Network. Businesses who partner 
with the organisation agree to 
offer suitable employment to 
HopeStreet’s cleaners when 
opportunities arise. Ms Holland 
said businesses will be able to 
prove that they “don’t just have 
an equal opportunity policy, but 
actually want to live that out 
somehow in the reality of life.”

Businesses will not only 
provide cleaning jobs, but other 
positions to fit each individual. 

“It’s not about finding the 
perfect job out there, it’s 
about finding a job that fits 
you,” Ms Holland said.

According to cleaner Chris 
Parker, this is what separates 
HopeStreet from other 
employment providers. In his 
search for work, Mr Parker 
faced discrimination because 
of his dyslexia. He has been 

unhappy with past employment 
providers and the sheltered 
workshop system, which did 
not accommodate his individual 
needs and aspirations.

“They threw me in the box, 
categorised me where I really 
didn’t want to go at the time,” 
Mr Parker said. “I wanted the 
opportunity to come out of 
their sheltered workshop back 
into the normal workforce.”

According to Ms Holland, 
the Business Link Network will 
assist Mr Parker in making that 
long-awaited transition. The 
employment training program 
will allow Mr Parker and many 
others in similar situations to 
prove that they are ready to enter 
the workforce. “They’ve proven 
that they’re ready to move on, 
they’ve proven that they’ve got the 
reliability and have worked hard. 
How about you give them a go?”

Trevor Davies

There is the death of Mulrunji 
while in police custody and 
the subsequent ruling of the 
Queensland DPP not to prosecute 
the Queensland police officer 
after the adverse finding by 
the Coroner against the officer 
concerned. Then came the 
decision of the Queensland Labor 
Government to ask Sir Lawrence 
Street to review the findings of the 
Queensland DPP during which 
investigation one of the witnesses 
to the Doomagee death tragically 
committed suicide.

The South Sydney Herald asked 
two leading members of the inner 
city’s Aboriginal community for 
their reaction to the tragic events 
on Palm Island.  

Jenny Munroe said: 
“There are two very different 

results that we are seeing 
between what’s happening with 
the Doomagee trial and what’s 
happened with TJ Hickey. Two 
hundred and eighteen years of 
violence, yet this is the first time 
we’ve ever had an officer of the 
crown publicly name someone 
who caused an Aboriginal death 
in custody. That’s the result of 
the Queensland’s Aboriginal 
community’s perseverance and 
public campaign.

“It is obvious that the 
Queensland Police don’t like to 
have their authority questioned.

In New South Wales, the police 
were told not to give any further 
evidence because they were 
incriminating themselves. I believe 
that the Aboriginal people of this 
state suffered a cover up in the 
case of TJ Hickey.

“Millions of dollars have been 
spent on the Royal Commission 
into Aboriginal deaths in custody 
and the only recommendation to 
come out of it was reconciliation, 
but reconciliation is a failure 
because I believe that it didn’t 
prevent the police from killing 
Aboriginal people in custody. After 
ten to fifteen years, we still don’t 
have justice.

We have to support the 
Queensland communities in their 
struggle. Whilever police like this 
Sergeant Hurley are allowed to get 
away with what he’s done we are 
all vulnerable. 

“We need to take it back to 
the streets to ensure justice. The 
Royal Commission into Aboriginal 
Deaths in Custody began because 
Aboriginal people demonstrated to 
make it happen.”

Aletha Penrith:
“Australia was never really 

ready for reconciliation. Palm 
Island is the latest in a long line 

of Aboriginal deaths in this land 
under Government Authority. I 
believe in the 21st Century, the 
year 2006, Aboriginal Australians 
have been failed by Government 
representatives in both the Labor 
and Liberal Governments. I don’t 
have a great deal of faith in any of 
the other parties and I believe and 
support the idea of an Independent 
Aboriginal Government.

“I believe, and history would 
show, that the only way Aboriginal 
people in this country will receive 
any type of fundamental human 
equity is to be independently 
empowered in our governance 

at all levels. I don’t believe the 
Westminster System really works 
for Indigenous People anywhere 
across the globe. It, and its 
representatives over the ages, 
have been the greatest benefactors 
of the dispossession Aboriginal 
Peoples, and therefore have 
crippled any real progress made by 
Aboriginals.

“If we are to prevent Aboriginal 
deaths in custody, we need to be 
seriously talking about a culturally-
founded, independent system, 
sovereignty run and controlled by 
Aboriginal Australians.”

The Queensland Government 

has announced that it will 
honour the decision of Justice Sir 
Lawrence Street that the ruling of 
the Queensland DPP be overturned 
and the police officer concerned be 
brought to trial.

Both Jenny and Aletha are 
organizing local support for the 
communities in Queensland.

The tragedy that  
is Palm Island 

If you want to help Jenny and Aletha  
as they organize support you can email 
Aletha on alethapenrith@hotmail.com 

or contact the South Sydney Herald  
on 0400 008 338.

Palm Island may be far away from inner city Sydney, but 
the events on Palm Island, some say, have had a dramatic 

effect on the possibilities for reconciliation in Australia.

Features

Hope for the unemployed
For the long-term unemployed, returning to the workforce is a frustrating experience. A high percentage of 

Sydney’s unemployed live with mental illness, addictions and other social issues. This makes finding work 
that fits with their individual circumstances a very challenging task.

If you are interested in becoming a 
Business Link Member or would like 
to find out more information please 

contact Joanne Holland and the 
Employment Training team on  

9357 5699 or email  
employment@hopestreet.org.au. 

To find out about HopeStreet’s other 
programs visit www.hopestreet.org.au.

Jenny Munroe and Aletha Penrith   Photo: Ali Blogg  

L-R: Chris, Paul, David and Allister - participants in the HopeStreet employment training program   Photo: Ali Blogg  
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Ben Falkenmire

Current Labor member for 
Heffron, Kristina Keneally, 

is in the last months of her first 
term and can list the electoral 
wounds she has had to lick. 

“The issues that people in 
my electorate care about are 
reliable public transport, a strong 
public education system, good 
health care, community safety 
and securing Sydney’s water 
supply. These issues are shaping 
this year’s election, whether it’s 
Heffron or any other seat.”

Rosebery resident and mother 

of two, Keneally’s awareness 
of State issues may allude to a 
preoccupation with Labor strategy, 
as opposed to the finer issues 
dominating her region. But first 
impressions are soon quelled. 

On public transport, Keneally 
points to results she has achieved.

“Over the last four years I have 
lobbied the Government and put 
in place additional bus services 
and added express bus stops.”

Looking forward in her electorate, 
which is set to cushion a fresh 
round of residential development 
in suburbs like Alexandria and 
Zetland, Keneally is adamant 

about using the infrastructure 
that is already in existence. “The 
rail service is ready to service 
residents as they come online, 
but we need to lower the fare 
for train travel between suburbs 
and the city,” she explains. 
“The Minister for Transport now 
endorses a reduction provided rail 
ownership issues are resolved.”

Public housing is a sensitive 
talking point, but Keneally is quick 
to defend Labor’s strategy. “The 
Government has invested more 
than $20 million for public housing 
in the Heffron area since 2003,” 
she says. “We can assure residents 
that all (public housing) tenancies 
are secure and public housing 
numbers will not decrease.”

It becomes clear Keneally ardently 
believes the Redfern Waterloo 
Authority’s (RWA) plans for the 
area will help integrate public 
housing tenants “most in need” 
with the broader community. 

“The RWA is providing a holistic 
approach to revitalising the area 
with the people who already reside 
there,” the Heffron MP points out. 

She says the sale of the 
Carlton United Brewery site by 
the Fosters Group is part of the 
strategy. “The affordable housing 
levy received by the RWA from 
the sale of the CUB site will be 
invested in affordable housing 
in the Redfern Waterloo area.”

Fighting off suggestions the RWA 
might be weak in community focus 
or lenient to beefing up the surplus 
side of a weak State balance sheet, 
Keneally says, “The RWA is not 
a capitalist enterprise. It receives 
an annual budget allocation from 
the State ($7.19 million for this 
year) and has retained seven 
of the eight State properties in 
the region for public use.”

Regarding the controversial 
State-approved expansion of 
Port Botany, Keneally is quick to 

point out she was opposed to the 
expansion and points to a bigger 
problem. “My overwhelming 
concern for the residents of Heffron 
is that the proposed Sydney 
Airport expansions are far more 
detrimental than Port Botany but I 
will continue to try to get the best 
possible deal for my electorate.”  

It is this understanding of the 
game of inter- and intra-party 
politics that will probably result in 
US-born Kristina Keneally retaining 
her seat, above the electorate’s 
conservative majority who will 
baulk at a Greens candidate 
and ask why there is no Liberal 
candidate in the running. 

“The job of a good local MP is 
to be accessible on the ground, 
know what the local issues are in 
each suburb, and be working hard 
to resolve them,” says Keneally 
with savvy delivery. “Whether it’s 
taking up a fight against Council, 
State or Federal, it doesn’t matter.” 

Political Profile
Incumbent Keneally  
batting for Heffron

Open every day  8am until 11pm
Bar open Wed to Sat from 7pm. Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner

Mains - $12.90 - $21.50  All entrees $7.50
A fine selection of local & imported beers & wines

featuring Bitburger Draft Beer & Erdinger Weiss Beer
50 Macleay St, Potts Point

[in the Rex colonnade next to the Post Office]

9331 2226

Take A Break In Paradise
A place to switch off and revive 3 hrs from Darlington

 Newnes Hotel Cabins - Historic Wilderness Retreat
Newnes, Wollemi National Park

Ph. 02 6355 1247
www.lisp.com.au/~newnes

RESOURCE 
PERFORMANCE 

WORKS HOPS
 Jane E Seymour  

ACTOR & ACTING TUTOR
MA Theatre & Film, BADA, ARTTS Intl 

ABN 84 578 904 486

Private Coaching for:
• Monologues  
& Auditions 
• Specific &  

Expert tuition

Competitive Rates
Tax Deductible

Acting Workshops  
& Drama Courses

Details:  
www.aussieactors.

com/janeseymour.htm

0407 220 377
www.rpworkshops.com.au
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Australian Anti-Bases Campaign Coalition
A long standing and influential peace group which works 
on ridding Australia of US bases like Pine Gap. Meets 
monthly at Surry Hills -  
phone Hannah 9212 0800

Communist Party of Australia-Port Jackson 
Branch
Communist Party of Australia,  
Port Jackson meeting upstairs Toxteth Hotel, Glebe Cnr 
of Glebe Point Rd and Ferry Rd.  
Info: Denis: 0418 290 663 or email: peace@mira.net

Erskineville Branch ALP
First Tues of month  
President: Sean Macken 0417 238 212  
Secretary: Allison  9517 3287.

Rosebery Branch ALP
Enquiries phone Michael Comninos 0433 172 770

Humanist Society 
10 Shepherd St, Chippendale. Viewpoint Topics, 2 - 4 
pm Second Sundays for Humanists only (members and 
non-members). Phone Ann 92 111 303 or 
Affie 042 11011 63.

Intern’l Volunteers for Peace
Promoting peace, justice, and understanding among 
different peoples, through  voluntary work with community 
groups, at home and around the world.  
499 Elizabeth St, Surry Hills.  
www.ivp.org.au

REDWatch  
A resident’s action group that monitors the RWA and 
other government activities in Redfern Eveleigh Darlington 
and Waterloo to ensure community involvement in all 
decisions made about the area. Meets 1st Wed of 
month, 6pm, Factory Community Centre, Raglan St, 
Waterloo. Contact Geoff Turnbull 9318 0824 or  
turnbullfamily@stassen.com.au 

Liberal party
Contact CR Shane Mallard, Phone: 9360 0695.

Redfern Residents for  
Reconciliation
All welcome. Information, meeting Phone Michael 
Gravener, mobile 0400 990 301

South Sydney Greens
Ncoss building, Surry Hills.  
Phone enquires: 9519 0877. 

Standup! Standup!
Unemployed people and Other activists fighting for The 
dignity of all workers, Employed or unemployed.  Every 
2nd and 4th Wed in month 5pm At South Sydney Leagues 
Club, Chalmers St Redfern.

Surry Hills Branch ALP
Surry Hills library 405 Crown St,  
7:45pm 1st Monday of the month. Street stall, Surry 
Hills market, Shannon reserve, 1st Sat of the month.  
Drop by our stall, discuss political issues. 

Socialist Alliance Sydney Central Branch
Branch Meetings first Tuesday of each month, 6:30 pm. 
Meet at Resistance Centre, 23 Abercrombie St, 
Chippendale (near Broadway). 
contact Duroyan Fertl 
0403 919 377 or call 9690 1977

The Refugee Action Coalition
6pm Mondays NSW Teachers Federation,  
Level 1, 23-33 Mary st, Surry Hills  
(Near central, btw Albion & Reservoir Sts).   
Phone: 0417 275 713

The Progressive Labour Party (PLP) 
Meet at 6:30pm monthly
Upstairs. Gaelic Club 
64 Devonshire Street, Surry Hills
Branch Secretary: Brendan O’Kane. Ph: 9356 2371. 
Email: brendanokane@hotmail.com
Branch President: Pat ToMs Ph: 9358 4834.
Email: pandbtoms@bigpond.com.
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BABANA 
Aboriginal Men’s Group 

First 2007 meeting Thursday 15 February

New members welcome!

MEETING LOCATION: Ground floor meeting room, Aboriginal 

Housing Company office, corner Eveleigh and Lawson Streets 

(opposite Redfern Railway Station).

BABANA was formed by local Aboriginal men in early 2006 to 

provide Aboriginal men with opportunities to network, discuss 

issues affecting local men, meet other Aboriginal men’s groups and 

do projects which benefit the Redfern-Waterloo community.  

For more information: Mark Spinks 9243 3546

OBITUARY

Nell Ford (b. 8/8/1914)

Nell passed away towards the  
end of last year.

She was a resident of Buckland St 
Alexandria for more than 70 years.
Moving there with her husband, 

Albert Ford, she raised her children, 
Helen (dec.), Jimmy and Kay.

Albert passed away early, leaving  
Nell as the wage earner for her 

family, working at Cahill’s Chocolates 
and Argent Box Factory.

She played tennis at Alexandria Park 
for 30 years with a group of friends, 
and enjoyed playing indoor bowls  

at South Sydney Leagues Club  
until recently.

She is greatly missed by her family, 
friends and neighbours.

Get involved in democracy at 
the March 24 State Election
With the State election on Saturday 

24 March the New South Wales 
Electoral Commission is looking for 
people to work at polling places as 

election officials.

On election day Election Officials 
issue ballot papers to electors and 

count the ballot papers after the close 
of voting.

Anyone interested in working as 
an election official on Saturday 24 
March can get further information 

and register interest by visiting  
www.elections.nsw.gov.au  

or by calling 02 9290 5999

Come and join our programs:

•  Free English classes; 
Advanced class is on Mondays from 1-2pm. 
Beginners’ class is on Mondays from 2-3pm.

•  Multicultural Sewing Group every Monday from 
10am-12pm.

•  Tax help for low-income earners  
by appointment.

•  Free computer training courses for advanced and 
beginners from 5 March (to book for these courses 
phone Sydney Community College on 8752 7500).

•  Russian Community Support Group on Thursdays 
from 10-11am.

• Knitting Circle on Mondays from 10am-12pm.

•  Beading classes for beginners on Thursdays from 
1 March for 6 weeks from 10.30-12.30 ($2 coin 
donation per session).

•  Kickboxing/ Self Defence classes on Tuesdays from 
11am-12md $7 waged $4 unwaged (please call to 
book your place).

•  Multicultural Bus trips cost $6 per trip  
(to book, please call 9319 4073).

•  Free use of computers and internet from  
9.30-4.30 daily.

• Free use of interpreting services.

• Information available in different languages.

• Advocacy, information and referral service.

Our address is the Alexandria Town Hall,  
73 Garden St Alexandria.

For further information please call 

9319 4073

Imagine your own freehold 
beach/island frontage  

property in Tailevu   
North Fiji Island!

BEACH/ISLAND 
FRONTAGE 4 QUICK 

SALE!

Approx 2 hrs from Suva, 20 mins from 
Natovi wharf. Opposite Negani Island.

18 acres beach & island frontage @ 
$27,000–$30,000 per acre.

17 acres from $12,000 per acre.  
Road frontage 7 min walk to beach.

Million $ island views! Tropical fruits, 
spring waters, rivers!

Contact Juliette on 0401 091 489

SOUTH SYDNEY COMMUNITY AID
Multicultural Neighbourhood Centre

Notices & Business
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TAP GALLERY/THEATRE
215 Palmer St Darlinghurst

SUNDAY 4 FEBRUARY 12PM
Painting from the model for 4 hours. 
Great model, long poses for painting or 
drawing. Easels boards & Lunch provided. 
$25/person. Call to confirm – 93610440.

TUESDAY 6 FEB 6–9PM
THE MALE NUDE
A collection of artists
Celebration of the Male Nude
Paintings & drawings on show until 11 Feb.

SATURDAY 10 FEB 7PM
CLUB TAP POETRY &  
SONGWRITERS NIGHT 
Second Saturday of every month. 
Ring 93610440 if you wish to perform.

WEDNESDAY 21 FEB 6–9PM
DOWNSTAIRS GALLERY
THE FORGOTTEN ONES
An exhibition from Project Cambodia
A collection of photographic images 
celebrating the lives, personalities & 
friendships of orphans in Cambodia.
60% of profits from sale of work will go 
to: The Sunrise Children’s Village, Siem 
Reap; The Wat Opot Project, Takeo; The 
Aziza Schoolhouse, Phnom Penh.
Visit www.spotmingsblog.blogspot.com 
for details about Project Cambodia.

WEDNESDAY 21 FEB 6–9PM
UPSTAIRS GALLERY
The Consulate General Of The Republic 
Of Poland Presents: ANNA SZYLLO 
Anna graduated from the Academy of Fine 
Arts in Lodz, Poland; faculty of Graphic and 

Painting Arts. She draws with quill pens 
but also ‘draws’ with thread on canvas with 
sewing machine. Her favourite techniques 
are dry-point and linocut. www.szyllo.pl

SUNDAY 25 FEB 5PM
OFFICIAL LAUNCH 2007 
“MultiMedium” @ TAP 
“MultiMedium” is a multimedia/
performance experience featuring music 
and vision from Rich Machine-multimedia 
artist/musician/filmmaker from Sydney 
– StycxOnycx, a Sydney-based sonic sculptor 
and sound composer – Ultra T Rigatz, 
avant-garde poet and musician – and many 
more. Tickets at the door $8/$5. The show 
will feature the OFFICIAL LAUNCH of the 
www.soulprojector.com website, intended 
as an online electronic performance journal 
with added extras. Shows will continue 
on the Last Sunday of each month.

WEDNESDAY 28 FEB 6–9PM UPSTAIRS
OUTLOUD ART PRIZE
$2000 in prizes
This annual art exhibition is open to 
all Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
and Queer artists. There will be 3 prizes 
sponsored by the Taxi Club of $500 each 
for photography, painting/drawing, mixed 
media/sculpture and a people’s choice. In 
conjunction with the New Sydney Gay & 
Lesbian Mardi Gras Festival, until March 4.

DOWNSTAIRS ALSO 
WED 28 FEB 6–9PM
ADAM HILL
An exhibition titled ‘SCREWED.’
A series of ochres and industrial 
fixtures on board.
Show runs from 26 February until 4 March.

Notices & Business

South Sydney 
Uniting Church

56a Raglan St Waterloo
Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday

Bible Study/Discussion 7pm 8/2, 8/3
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410

Welcoming people of all ages, cultural 
backgrounds, sexual preferences. 

Peace with justice, integrity of creation.

Tanya Plibersek MP
F E D E R A L  M E M B E R  F O R  S Y D N E Y

I am your Federal Labour Member of 
Parliament for Sydney, which includes 
Alexandria, Beaconsfield, Chippendale,
Darlington, Erskineville, Newtown, 
Redfern, Surry Hills, Waterloo and 
Zetland. Please contact my office for 
assistance with any Federal government 
matters - such as Centrelink, immigration 
and medicare. I can also provide a voice 
for your community organisation and 
make representations to Government.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact my office:  tel: 02 9357 6366  
fax: 02 9357 6466  • 422 Crown St, Surry Hills NSW 2010

Office Hours: 9am -12:30pm & 1:30-5pm weekdays

ClassifiedsCommunity Notices
COMMUNITY

REDFERN-WATERLOO ISSUES 
UPDATE

A free email update on local issues. 
Find out the latest about consulta-
tions, Inquiries, RWPP, RED etc. 
Email turnbullfamily@stassen.com.au 
or call Lyn or Geoff 93180824

 
PERFORMERS

VOLUNTEER PIANIST

OWN Theatre Group, based at 
Millers Point is seeking a Volunteer 
pianist.  We meet & rehearse each 
Tuesday from 10.30am – 3pm. We 
develop our own material and tour 
throughout the state. Although 
voluntary, expenses are covered. 
We are looking for a multi-talented 
older woman, with a great sense of 
humour, love of performance, and 
the ability to read and play music. 
Guitar would be an advantage. If 
this sounds like your calling, give 
us a ring and ask to speak to Beth 
Eldridge on 9247 7046, or email: 
ownnsw@zipworld.com.au

 
SERVICES

LOCAL HANDYPERSON

All installations, repairs and small  
building jobs. Please call Mr Kim 
Marsh.  
Lic. No. 112443C 
Phone: 0404 869 318

 
REDFERN ABORIGINAL  
CORPORATION

Lawn mowing service  
As well as furniture removal  
Always affordable prices 
Friendly service ph Tara 9318 1496

 
PERSONALS

Australian Asian lady. Mature, good 
looking, healthy & wise. Anti smoke 
& alcohol. Seeking gent age 38–48. 
Must be healthy, wealthy & wise, 
good looking, GSOH! I am down-to-
earth, excellent cook! Love beaches, 
movies, travelling, socialising. Kind 
& loving.  
sweetjasmine63@hotmail.com 
 
Christian Lady, age 60, youthful. 
Seeking gent n/smoker n/drinker. 
Good conversationalist & compan-
ion. Kind & loving. Genuine callers 
only. Mob 0416 399 343. sweetjas-
mine63@hotmail.com  

Pepsee  
CUT & COLOUR SALON
Style cuts for a great price  

for everybody 

276 ABERCROMBIE ST  DARLINGTON 

9310 4927 

Red Cross Calling for 
Volunteers in Sydney region

Australian Red Cross in NSW urgently needs your help.   

We require another 30,000 volunteers for our Red Cross Calling 

appeal in March, with only 10,000 volunteers currently signed up. 

The money raised during Red Cross Calling is vital in helping Red 

Cross provide its 23 community services throughout the state.

The cut-off date for people wishing to volunteer for Red Cross 

Calling is 28 February. For more information about volunteering, 

please call 1800 008 831  

To donate call 1800 811 700  

or go to www.redcross.org.au 

All donations over $2 are tax deductible.

The Settlement 
Community Centre  

The Settlement wants to know about 
money troubles in the Redfern/

Waterloo area.  
 

Free financial counselling is being 
offered by a qualified financial 

counsellor to 40 people willing to 
take part in a quick private and 

confidential survey about their money 
troubles. The information given to The 

Settlement will be used to improve 
financial services in the area. 

 
 Contact:  

The Settlement Neighbourhood Centre 
 17 Edward St, Darlington 

 Phone: Ellouise or Danielle:  

9698 3087

A.G. TRANS
Local Car Repairs  •  All Mechanical Repairs

Pink slips • Tyres new & recap • wheel balance • Radiator repairs

Garry Datt 0419 235 604
131 Regent St, Redfern NSW 2016

( 9698 2219

FREE Chinese New Year Lunch
Waterloo Neighbourhood Centre

Shop 5/95 Wellington St 
Waterloo

Tue 27 Feb 1–3pm
Contact Mabel Chang on  

9319 7786

Anna Munster and Michele Barker present the Australian premiere of their multi-channel video 
and sound installation, ‘STRUCK’ – a work that critically addresses the complexities of being 

diagnosed with a neurological disease.

8 February–22 March
Level 2/Art Gallery of New South Wales, Art Gallery Road 

9225 1744 or toll-free 1800 679 278
10am until 5pm, 7 days a week • Art After Hours – every Wed until 9pm • Admission Free

Great news!
Woolloomooloo Art College saved

It was recently announced that the NSW 

Minister for Education Carmel Tebbutt has 

agreed that the National Arts School will 

remain as it is. This is good news for the arts 

community and all who have campaigned to 

sustain the life of this grand old institution.
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Sport & Fitness

245 Abercrombie Street Redfern

8399 3799(
Open 8am - 10pmOZ Turk Jr

Kebabs • Pide • Pizza • Falafels • Hamburgers 
$5 specials for students • Eat in or take away

SSH 

The famous Elouera (Tony 
Mundine) Gym on the Block was 
established in 1985 in the heart 
of Redfern. It opened originally 
with a vision of providing youth in 
the area an alternative life-style.

A sense of community is an 
important part of the culture of 
the gym. Alex Tui has been the 
manager of the gym for 15 years 
and provides strong consistency 
and mentoring. Alex is a world-
title kickboxing champion and a 
highly respected coach, mentor 
and member of the community.

It was during last year that 
Trevor Davies, one of this paper’s 
editors and its Distribution 
Coordinator, started on his long 
journey of weight loss. This 
was reported last year, and it 
prompted Leigh Coleman from 
Hillsong in Waterloo to sponsor 
Trevor for three months. Then 
they got together with the gym 
and started to approach local 

businesses, inviting them to come 
and sponsor young Aboriginal 
people. Trevor and Leigh have 
started to work to raise money for 
this iconic Redfern institution. 

The good news is that people are 
starting to offer sponsorships. The 
Federal Member, Tanya Plibersek, 
is supporting a young person for 12 
months at the gym, and Ben Spiers- 
Butcher, the Greens candidate for 
Heffron, is doing the same thing.

Why is this necessary? Sadly, in 
2004, the Mundine Gym stopped 
receiving Federal Government 
funding. The long-term future 
of the gym is dependent on 
continual funding and support 
from the local community.

Your money will help pay 
the membership of a young 
Aboriginal person: 12 month 
gym membership $230; 3 month 
gym membership $120. All 
sponsorship and donations over 
$2 are tax deductible. Contact 
General Manager Lani Tuitavala 
on 9698 9249 / 0413 289 464.

Support the Redfern Gym
Sponsorships for young people

Legends turn out for charity match
Elouera est 1985 

TONY MUNDINE GYM 
 Community Gym • Boxing

Weight Training • Cardio
Kick Boxing • Fitness & Dance Studio

Open: Mon – Fri: 9am-2pm & 5pm-9pm 
Corner Eveleigh & Vine Streets Redfern

 
9319 0316

Brenden Hills

Just days after fare-welling 
test cricket in the final test of 
the Ashes at the SCG, Glen 
McGrath and Shane Warne 
turned out for a charity twenty20 
match at Alan Davidson Oval.

The match, organised by The 
South Sydney Football Club, 
saw the Peter Holmes a Court 
XI face off against former Kiwi 
Captain Martin Crowe’s XI.

The match threw up a few 
surprises. Warne opened the 
bowling and was welcomed to 

South Sydney by being smacked 
for 10 off the over. Unperturbed, 
Warne tilted his hat to the 
crowd, jumped into a limousine 
and was whisked away for an 
interview at Fox Studios!

In a further surprise, test duck 
champion, Glenn McGrath, 
marched out to the crease 
at number five in the order 
for Holmes a Court’s side. 
Uncomfortable with the right 
hand, McGrath switched to the 
left, only to switch back to the 
right. The move an obvious 
ploy with the next two balls 

belted for solid singles and the 
third hoisted into the crowd 
for a well received six.

Sanity soon prevailed with 
McGrath caught out by Nine’s 
English commentator Mark 
Nicholas off the next ball.

The game was sadly rained 
out leaving the Crowe XI 
stranded on 1/27. The Holmes 
a Court side was awarded 
victory finishing on 6/83.

The match raised $18,000 
in total for the Glen McGrath, 
Shane Warne and David 
Peachey foundations.

Tanya Plibersek offers her support to gym manager Alex Tui  Photo: Andrew Collis  

Making a splash!

Surry Hills residents frolic at Gordons Bay for the second annual lilo race  Photos: Martin Whitsitt 


