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Emergency services have been 
denied simple access to a public 
housing complex in Darlington.

Elder ly res idents in need of 
emergency services are unable to speak 
to paramedics upon their arrival as 
there is no intercom to communicate. 
Alan Chapman, one of the residents 
concerned, says that while the state of 
the housing is in a dreadful condition, the 
need for an intercom and easy emergency 
access is a high priority.

“The ambulance can’t get in, police 
can’t get in, security can’t get in,” he 
said. “There’s no intercom at all and 

it’s an inconvenience for all people. We 
have to go all the way downstairs to let 
people in.”

Mr Chapman said that phone calls 
are now being made to residents to 
ensure their safety and wellbeing since 
a resident’s death had been unknown 
for six weeks.

Diana Lambert, who is also a resident 
of the public housing estate, said that 
the need for an improved setup for 
emergency access is very important. 
“Amputees, stroke victims and the elderly 
are all being put here. It’s the wrong 
place for them because they don’t get 
the care they need,” she said. Residents 
must come downstairs themselves and 
physically open the door in order to allow 

visitors entry. 
Mrs Lambert also said that the grounds 

are in a poor state and that something 
needs to be done immediately. “The 
grounds are so neglected and the lawn 
is just dust now,” she said. “Ninety per 
cent of people here are elderly, who are 
on high dosage medication and can’t hear 
emergency staff from the road.”

Mrs Lambert said that she will 
continue to petition local authorities in 
order to improve the current situation.

Both Mr Chapman and Mrs Lambert 
said that they are in communication with 
NSW Deputy Premier Carmel Tebbutt 
about the improvements needed at the 
public housing estate which, for so long, 
has been ignored.

Elderly residents at risk in 
public housing complex
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Abul Monsur with daughters Sheraka, Suchona, and wife Selma   Photo: Ali Blogg

Nicholas McCallum

The “quick f ix”  o f  the  Rudd 
Government to decrease the populations 
of detention centres hasn’t adequately  
addressed the problems of those seeking 
refugee status, and some are now 
being deported.

One Bangladeshi man who experienced 
hardship in a detention centre is Abul 
Monsur. He is now working hard to 
make a life for his recently arrived family. 
Babul, as his friends call him, spent more 
than three years in detention after it was 
alleged that he had been working whilst 
living in Australia on a bridging visa. 

To this day, no evidence has been 
supplied to prove that Babul was in 
breach of his visa conditions. For 
immigrants, and other people seeking 
refugee status in Australia, there is no 
presumption of innocence.

When Babul left Bangladesh he left 
behind his pregnant wife and one-year-old 
daughter. Now, after a 17-year absence, 
he is reunited with his wife, Selma, and 
his teenage daughters, Sheraka, 17, 
and Suchona, 16, a mix of excitement 
and nerves as they start their new 
life in Australia. And Babul couldn’t 
be happier.

“When I left she was a little baby I 
could hold,” Babul said of his eldest 
daughter who will be entering year eleven. 
“Now I want her to be a doctor.”  

The long awaited reunion of the Monsur 

family almost failed to materialise. It may 
not have happened without the help of 
their “aunty,” Natalie Gould, a Newtown 
resident who is now playing host to the 
newly arrived family until the time when 
they can establish themselves in their 
own home.

The Department of Immigration had 
at first refused to recognise Babul and 
Selma’s application for a spousal visa, 
due to the length of time they had spent 
apart. But Natalie puts this down to 
a simple cultural divide. “The period 
that [Babul and Selma] spent apart is 
nothing. Bangladeshi women will wait 
for a long time,” she said, stressing the 
point that many people have their visas 
refused without receiving any explanation 
as to why. “They’re simply trapped in 
the system.”

Most people are not fortunate enough 
to receive the support that Natalie Gould 
has shown to Babul and his family. 
Those who find themselves in similar 
situations are on their own, with no job, 
no Medicare and with nothing definite 
about their future.

“On a bridging visa you can’t even 
afford to eat,” Natalie stated. And 
whilst she is almost regretful that she 
can’t help everyone, she believes that 
the current Federal Government should 
take responsibility for the policies of the 
past. “We’re a multicultural nation and 
this whole thing should be fixed up,” 
she said. “Labor needs to start showing 
some leadership.” 

Refugees reunited, FINALLY
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Wendy Collis

Simon Tatz, of the Mental Health 
Council of Australia, nearly brought up 
his breakfast when he viewed the press 
conference given recently by Morris 
Iemma. Upon his resignation, Iemma 
nominated mental health as one of his 
key and finest achievements. Speaking 
at “Politics in the Pub” (at the Gaelic 
Club in Surry Hills on Friday October 
24), Mr Tatz wondered whether 
the people of NSW believed that Mr 
Iemma had delivered in relation to 
mental health.

 
“More than two million Australians 

had a mental health disorder in the past 
12 months and did not use a service for 
their mental health problems …” he 
stated, citing statistics recently released 
by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 
Such statistics are “appalling” and show 
that Australia has gone “backwards” over 
the last 10 years regarding treatment of 
mental health.

The Mental Health Council of 
Australia, which advocates for changes in 
policy, has produced a document entitled 
Weaving the Net (based on the analogy 
that if a person is hungry it is helpful 
to weave a net so that s/he can catch 
a fish for him/herself) which suggests 
that mental health and wellbeing 
can be promoted through resilient 
communities. Mr Tatz commented on 

the misconception on the part of many 
politicians that the best way to address 
mental health is to have bigger hospitals 
and more hospital beds. “Often it’s the 
men’s shed in a local community that 
can do more good than ‘x’ number of 
acute hospital beds. Often it’s the drop-in 
centre…the importance of a skateboard 
park...”

Mr Tatz believes there needs to 
be a linking up of all the disparate 
“silos” – e.g. Social Inclusion, Homeless 
Task Force, Mental Health Advisory 
Committee, Health & Hospital Task 
Force – to achieve “collaborative care”, 
and ultimately help people get better 
in their own home and in their own 
environment. 

Professor Ian Hickie, Executive 
Director of the Brain/Mind Research 
Centre at the University of Sydney (who 
prior to this was the inaugural director 
of Beyond Blue) agrees with Simon 
Tatz in regard to the co-ordination of 
government services. He believes the 
ABS results reveal that everyone who 
is “sitting outside the system” is as 
disenfranchised today as they were 10 
years ago.

But while the system may not have 
changed much, Prof. Hickie stated 
that over the last decade “community 
attitudes have changed”. He said this 
community support and understanding 
now needs to drive political action. “For 
God’s sake, write letters…to people 

such as Tanya Plibersek, Julia Gillard 
and the PM.

“You cannot function in a modern 
society without good mental health. 
There is no health without good mental 
health,” he added.

This involves a serious commitment 
to housing, employment and family 
support services in addition to health 
services. “Mental health is about not 
only whether you are well…it’s about 
whether you’ve got a home, whether 
you’ve got a job, whether you are part 
of a community, whether you’ve got a 
meaningful role in life, and whether you 
are supported if you have a disability to 
actually participate,” Prof. Hickie said.

Prof. Hickie also stated that research 
trials he has been involved in over the 
last five to 10 years has indicated how 
the brain interacts and responds to the 
community in which one lives and that 
“employment is an excellent treatment, 
as good as most of the medicines that 
we have, actually being in a job, not 
getting ready to be in a job, but being 
in a real job, is highly effective on an 
ongoing basis”. 

Politics in the pub has been running 
for over 20 years and is currently held 
weekly on Friday nights at the Gaelic 
Club, Surry Hills. 

Further information regarding upcoming 

topical and informative discussions can 

be found at www.politicsinthepub.org

Notre Dame expanding 
Notre Dame University is trying to expand, and Chippendale residents 

are not very happy. The University wants to use premises in Grafton 

Street six days a week until 9pm. Onsite parking is not provided, nor 

open space. Some car parking spots on Grafton Street will be lost. The 

residents point out the site is directly opposite and alongside a large 

residential area. The University development application is due to go to 

Council early in November. We will have a full report next month.

Pull the other one
The long battle over the use of Callan Park is over. In a joint media 

release with Verity Firth, the Local Member, and Kristina Keneally, 

the Planning Minister, it was announced that, apart from the bit of 

Callan Park that the University already uses, the NSW Government 

will hand over the 61-hectare park in Rozelle to Leichhardt Council. 

In her statement the Planning Minister denies it is a decision caused 

by the massive swing away from the Labor Party in Council elections, 

especially in relation to Leichhardt Council. Well, undoubtedly, the 

determined activities of the Friends of Callan Park and their local 

supporters had something to do with persuading the government to 

change its mind, and no doubt the departure of Frank Sartor from the 

Ministry was a factor but, Kristina, please! People aren’t stupid. The 

original decision was a mistake, and Verity is in grave danger of losing 

the seat of Balmain. The original policy had to be reversed, and that 

was a decision, at least to some extent, motivated by political survival.

One Saturday night in October
Police Media  reported on just one night in our city: “As police 

investigate three separate glassing incidents which happened at 

licensed premises across the city centre overnight, drinkers across the 

state are reminded that alcohol-related crime and anti-social behavior 

will not be tolerated. “In the first incident, a 24-year-old Croydon Park 

man was at a nightclub on Oxford Street, Surry Hills, when he became 

involved in a verbal altercation with another man about 11.15pm. 

“Police have been told that during the altercation, the second man 

grabbed a bottle and struck the Croydon Park man across the face, 

before punching him in the head a number of times. “As a result, the 

Croydon Park man has received a wound to his forehead and was 

taken to St Vincent’s Hospital for treatment. He received eight sutures 

to his wound. “A 20-year-old Lane Cove man was arrested at the scene 

and taken to Surry Hills Police Station for questioning. He was later 

charged with reckless wounding and has been granted conditional 

bail to appear at Downing Centre Local Court on November 17. 

“In the second incident, about 1.20am this morning a 19-year-old 

Woolloomooloo man witnessed a physical altercation between two 

groups of men when he has allegedly attempted to break up the fight 

at a licensed premises at Darling Harbour. The two groups have then 

allegedly turned on the Woolloomooloo man, punching and kicking 

him before he was struck repeatedly over his head with a glass bottle 

which did not shatter. “The 19-year-old escaped and left the nightclub, 

but police have been told he was followed by the other men who 

allegedly continued to assault the Woolloomooloo man outside the 

premises before staff came to his aid. “The Woolloomooloo man 

suffered a laceration to his face as a result of the incident. He was 

conveyed to Sydney Hospital where he received four stitches for his 

injuries. The men involved have been described to police as being of 

Asian appearance. “In the third incident, a 30-year-old Sydney man 

was approached by two men whilst on the dance floor at a licensed 

premises on George Street about 2.20am. It is alleged the two men 

assaulted the 30-year-old, including throwing a schooner glass at the 

victim which has struck his head and broken. “The man was taken 

by ambulance to Sydney Hospital where he received four sutures for 

his injuries.” Do you agree with the Police Commissioner that there 

should be no more 24-hour licenses? Email me with your comments: 

fastnews@ssh.com.au 

See you next month  
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