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R e e m A l - Gh ara   b a l ly 

A RailCorp review of CityRail staffing 
levels is currently underway at Redfern 
and Erskineville stations, causing 
local concern about potential cuts in 
station staff.

The review looks at the number and 
mix of staff positions allocated to stations 
at different times of the day, including 
station managers.

“We know that 88 per cent of our 
customers travel during weekdays and 
the majority of these in the morning 
and afternoon peaks. This means that 
we need to roster our staff to best meet 
the needs of our customers,” a CityRail 
spokesperson said.

Although decisions relating to 
Erskineville Station have not been made, 
residents have expressed concern. “State 
rail is becoming increasingly difficult to 
use out of working hours but Erskineville 

is a very user friendly station because of 
the friendly staff. State rail is becoming 
increasingly insensitive to customer 
needs. If they keep eroding the human 
element it will make matters worse,” says 
Martin Fisher, an Erskineville resident and 
regular CityRail passenger. 

“Erskineville railway staff have an 
exceptional rapport with the travelling 
public. They are very kind and generous 
with giving information which is very 
helpful when trains are running late,” says 
Father Claude Mostowik, Director of the 
Peace and Justice Centre and long-term 
Erskineville local.

As with Redfern Station, Erskineville 
residents also mentioned the steep 
stairs and lack of lift, making it difficult 
for the elderly and disabled to reach 
street level without staff assistance, and 
security issues.

Details of the review underway 
were not disclosed by RailCorp but a 

T odd Dag w e l l

In an age of super-sized shopping 
centres and purchasing goods online, 
the humble weekend market is 
growing more popular than ever. Each 
weekend thousands of people flock to 
Glebe, Paddington, Kings Cross, Surry 
Hills and Eveleigh markets to shop, eat 
and immerse themselves in the energy 
of the local community. 

Anyone can set up a stall at a Sydney 
market provided they have a legitimate 
product to sell, can afford the modest 
site fee (which varies from market to 
market) and have public and product 
liability insurance. Glebe Markets 
manager, David McCumstie, has been 
involved in the iconic Saturday gathering 
at Glebe Public School since his family 
started Glebe Markets 17 years ago. “We 
started it as a small family business 

and it is now an internationally known 
market,” he said. “Tourism NSW were 
here filming for a story on the markets 
just last week.” Mr McCumstie believes 
the opportunity to see an item you can’t 
find at a Westfield is what attracts people 
to the markets. “It’s also about being 
outdoors, socialising and interacting 
with the makers of the products,’’ Mr 
McCumstie said. “I always try and 
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Redfern – a busy railway station     Photo: Ali Blogg

Stall at Kings Cross Markets     Photo: Ali Blogg
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The Rosebery Residents Action Group 
was formed a few years ago in reaction 
to Hillsong Church’s plan to put a 
2,700-seat auditorium in the old RTA 
site at Rosebery and to operate from 
7am to 10.30pm seven days a week. Now 
the Action Group is battling the City 
of Sydney, which, it says, is planning 
“a regional depot for 5.30am garbage 
compactors, street sweepers throughout 
the night and 24-hour Council Rangers”.

Council has bought one of the old 
Aristocrat sites, bounded by Harcourt 
Parade, Mentmore Avenue, Dunning 
Avenue and Hayes Road. The Group 
points out that the Council has already 
approved the building of 118 flats. It goes 

on to argue that this is a combination 
of depots from Zetland, Alexandria and 
Redfern, and therefore will be a “mega 
depot”. 

It argues that there are better sites for 
such a depot. “There are massive blocks 
of industrial/commercial land (with no 
residential sites nearby) in the City south 
area. Many of these are located on main 
roads and many are for sale. Why choose 
to put a traffic-generating, sleep-disturbing 
facility in an increasingly residential area?” 
The Group also claims that the Council 
planned and bought the site in secret.

Councillor Di Tornai from the Lord 
Mayor’s team, in a statement to the 
SSH, responds: “It’s not a ‘mega depot’, 
but of course it’s a works depot, which 
has quite different uses. In recent days 
Council staff canvassed some residents 

in the immediate area and were generally 
pleased with the degree of understanding 
and level of positive feedback about plans 
for the site.

“There’s also been some inference 
that it was a ‘secret deal’. It’s more a 
case of good business sense for the City 
to use a third party to negotiate on our 
behalf. Telegraphing interest in this, or 
any site, would predictably drive the 
purchase price upwards and that’s not 
the way to get the best deal for the City 
and ratepayers.

“Apart from being a works depot 
that will build significant operational 
eff iciencies for the City through 
amalgamating five sites currently 
dispersed across the City of Sydney, this 
depot will establish a strong presence for 
Council in the southern area of the City. In 

fact, the proposed design and operation of 
this Depot recognises this other role – that 
is, the presence of the City of Sydney.

“The facility exemplifies the different 
roles a single facility can incorporate 
into an area. The facility is close to 
residential areas, so steps have been taken 
to minimise impacts on residents. For 
example, vehicles will use Botany Road 
then come across to the depot and the 
driveways are all located on the side of 
the block away from residents. By doing 
this vehicles will reduce their impact on 
residential streets. According to the report 
which came before Council, the change of 
use won’t exceed noise levels produced 
by the former owner, Aristocrat. Staff 
numbers will be quite a bit lower so there 
will be a reduction in the impact of traffic 
and parking.”

La u ra  Ba  n n i s t e r

Environmental activist, Sydney 
University graduate and mother, Jenny 
McAllister, has recently been elected 
to the Labor Party Leadership Team, 
alongside Queensland Premier Anna 
Bligh and Senior Trade Union leader 
Michael Williamson. Each member will 
assume the role of National President 
for a year, whilst the others act as 
Vice Presidents. 

How did your early childhood and 
teenage years influence your later 
involvement in politics? 

I grew up on the North coast at a 
time when there was a big community 
debate about the future of our local 
area - especially in relation to coastal 
development. My dad was passionate 
about preserving public access to open 
space - particularly on the beach front. 
I think that really shaped my sense that 
government has an important role to play 
in protecting the public interest. Equally, 
my mother was a passionate public school 
teacher. I’ve always known how important 
it is to ensure people are not left behind 
in education.

What drew you to the Labor Party? 
I really wanted to be involved in politics, 

and at the time, Labor appeared the 
obvious choice. I was always going to be 
involved in progressive politics, and Labor 
seemed the main game then. It was a 
party in which you could achieve concrete 
change ... a party capable of forming 
government. It dominated the political 
sphere. It isn’t that I didn’t sympathise 
with the agendas of various independent 
groups, and still do; but personally, I 
wanted to be part of something bigger 
where I could actually make the change, 

not just influence the party that did.

How did you come to gain the position 
on the panel?

I see my role [on the Presidential Panel] 
as an advocate for member activism and 
involvement. I was involved in starting the 
Labor Environment Activist Network - a 
group of party members committed to the 
environment, which is still going strong. I 
was also involved in getting ALP members 
organised and involved in the huge protests 
against the war in Iraq.

How does it make you feel to have such 
a prestigious role within the party?

It is incredibly exciting. The ALP is 
made up of so many amazing people, 
and I’m very lucky to be part of a terrific 
panel. Anna Bligh has always been a 
source of inspiration - she was entering 
the parliament around the time I became 
involved in the ALP in Queensland, and 
was very good to many young women, 
including myself. She has achieved so 
much to become the first woman to win 
election as Premier in Australia.

Speaking of women in politics, the 
political spectrum is still heavily male 
dominated. Is the gender issue a hard one?

Perhaps it once was, but there are a lot 
of women involved in senior roles in the 
Government, such as Penny Wong and 
Tanya Plibersek ... who are doing a great 
job, as could be anticipated. The dilemma 
of choosing work or kids should not exist 
anymore; there shouldn’t be an either/or 
situation for ambitious women.

What do you hope to achieve when you 
take up the Presidential role in 2011? 

The President primarily is responsible 
to the ALP membership. I’d like to work 
on ways to involve new and existing 

members in the issues they are passionate 
about. Many people are so excited by the 
election of the Rudd Government - and that 
presents a real opportunity to re-energise 
the party. For example, many people are 
very excited about the progress that’s been 
made on climate change, and they want to 
contribute to the next steps to reduce our 
carbon. The paid maternity leave scheme 
is also a big step forward and there’s a real 
opportunity for our members to contribute 
as the Government develops its policies to 
address work-life balance, and the role of 
women in the workforce. 

You have come to your position at a 
rather crucial time in terms of the world 
economy, with Kevin Rudd being criticised 
for what some perceive as lavish spending 
that will accumulate massive debt. What 
do you think about this? Are policy tools 
such as stimulus packages an ineffective 
short-term fix?

The Government has a very clear set of 
objectives. It is trying to create a budget 
that is structurally sound in the long 
term, with short-term consumer spending 
measures and medium-term infrastructure 
commitments that will have benefits to the 
economy for many years into the future. 
Ultimately, the onus is on those who 
criticise the Government to step up and 
explain what they’d do differently. 

One economist, Thomas Friedman, 
argues that once a country like Australia 
embraces globalisation and neo-liberalism, 
the difference between major political 
parties becomes as trivial as a choice of 
Pepsi or Coke. In light of recent attempts 
by the NSW State Government to privatise 
electricity and public-private partnership 
ventures, is there some truth to this 
argument?

It is not inconsistent for [Labor] to say 

that we want to protect vulnerable people 
as well as maintain a strong economy. 
There is still a clear-cut difference between 
the Liberal Party and Labor, which has 
a strong sense of social welfare. The 
Howard Government was insensitive 
to groups on the fringe of society, such 
as aged pensioners and callous in its 
implementation of workplace reforms, 
which often affected the most helpless 
members of the workforce. 

Why then do you think the NSW 
Government has received heavy critique 
in recent years?

I think it is natural for governments 
that have been in place for a long time 
to receive criticism. But I also think 
some of their achievements aren’t being 
recognised. In terms of hospital and 
school infrastructure they’ve achieved a 
lot. I think the Government has heard the 
concerns about public transport, and are 
really working to overhaul it. 

Finally, do you think that within a major 
party, politics necessitates compromises to 
personal ethics?

I believe that politicians who have a 
core set of beliefs are the most successful. 
Although I didn’t agree with most of his 
policies, John Howard clearly had a strong 
ethical foundation and Kevin Rudd also 
does. Compulsory voting asks politicians 
to engage with the issues of every person in 
the community. When I ran for candidacy 
at one stage, I found the process of door-
knocking in particular to be a strangely 
intimate and very personal experience. The 
connection with those in the community 
keeps you grounded. Of course, within a 
major party you can’t get everything you 
want, you have to compromise at some 
points. But everyone is working toward 
the same major goals.

Rosebery residents say no to “mega depot” 

Gender, power and Labor politics
Jenny McAllister with sons Fynn and Ted     Photo: Ali Blogg
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Council plans for 
a new Darlington
Joh n Mc I n e r n e y

Councillor John McInerney responds to 
the May SSH article on Abercrombie Street, 
Darlington.

The City has put aside $900,000 in our 2009/10 
draft budget, which is currently on exhibition, 
for streetscape improvement and beautification in 
Abercrombie Street, Darlington. Plans for work will 
be developed in consultation with the community, 
including local business owners, for public 
domain works which could include new street 
trees, planting and landscaping. It will be a similar 
scope to our current project in Stanley Street, East 
Sydney, which is designed to minimise construction 
impacts and maximise the improvement for the 
local community.

The City will work with the community - 
including local business owners - to finalise the 
scope of the proposed works before commencing 
work which is scheduled for the end of 2009.

The City is also renewing the Charles Kernan 
Reserve on the corner of Abercrombie and 
Shepherd streets, with a design Council approved 
unanimously following significant input from local 
residents. Work is scheduled to begin later this year. 

Key elements of the design are:
– a community garden; 
�– �improved access from Abercrombie Street through 

the park; 
– �additional children’s and toddler play areas; 

a basketball hoop; and 
�– �barbeques facilities, additional seating and 

new plants and landscaping.

Note: Our May article incorrectly referred to  

the need for a lighting “orbit”. The sentence 

ought to have read: “Mr Packham suggested 

a lighting audit for the street ‘a must’ for 

pedestrians travelling between the train 

station and the University at night.”

Pe t e r W h i t e h e a d

An unassuming fellow with dreadlocks 
mumbles a greeting and extends a hand to shake 
as I walk from the Kings Cross darkness into the 
light of the Wayside Chapel. Nothing unusual 
in that I think, looking about this refuge for 
Sydney’s down and out. And then I realise I 
just met the evening’s speaker, Ciaron O’Reilly, 
the non-violent activist and Christian anarchist 
with an extraordinary record of anti-war protest 
stretching back to before his last hair cut at 
Boggo Road Gaol in 1988.

 Brought up over the fence from Gallipoli 
Barracks in the north western reaches of Brisbane, 
Ciaron is a good Catholic boy from the type of 
traditional Irish family where his grandfather was 
vilified as a terrorist by one Irish government until 
hailed as a victorious freedom fighter by the next. 
The time to begin his talk comes before many 
listeners have arrived. Content with the few that 
are present he speaks with a quiet intensity and 
strength of character that has survived more than 
50 periods of imprisonment.

A dedicated member of the Catholic Worker 
[founded in New York,1933, by Dorothy Day] 
Ciaron rattles through a history of pacifism from 
the time of Christ to the present. Traditional 
history, the tales of wars and rulers, is written from 
above. The gospels were different, written from 
below. Christ is his inspiration to persist: “The only 

way out of this atomised fear and off this sinking 
ship is nonviolent resistance and solidarity.”

New Year’s Day 1991 found Ciaron at gunpoint 
at the end of a Griffiss Air Force Base runway 
outside New York. Two American colleagues 
had hammered a B-52 bomber while he and 
New Zealander, Moana Cole, “poured a cross 
in human blood and spray-painted ‘NO MORE 
BOMBING OF CHILDREN – HIROSHIMA, 
VIETNAM, THE MIDDLE EAST OR ANYWHERE 
ELSE’”. The four, calling themselves the ANZUS 
Peace Force Plowshares, were sentenced to 12 
months in prison and ordered to pay $1800 in 
restitution. Upon release, the US Government, 
with its great respect for personal property, 
returned the hammers that had allegedly done 
$2.5 million damage.

One of those hammers has been used on five 
subsequent occasions by various Plowshares 
groups to cause $US7 million damage to military 
equipment. Ciaron took up that hammer again in 
February, 2005, disarming a US Navy warplane at 
Shannon Airport, Ireland.

After two mistrials the third trial of the Pitstop 
Ploughshares resulted in a unanimous Not 
Guilty verdict when the Dublin jury found their 
disarmament action was reasonable, considering 
all the circumstances.

Since then Ciaron has kept uncharacteristically 
clear of incarceration. He remains dedicated to the 
Catholic Worker movement and tells his stories 
when and where he can as a true war hero.

Christian anarchist at 
the Wayside

Ciaron O’Reilly    Photo: Andrew Collis

spokesperson confirmed there would be no loss 
of employment. “Only when the consultation is 
completed will a decision be made on staffing levels 
at each station. Opportunities will be provided where 
required to retrain and transition affected staff to 
other roles,” a RailCorp spokesperson said.

“Redfern Station will continue to be staffed 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. No currently staffed 
station will be left without staff in the CBD and inner 
city area as a result of this review,” she added.

RailCorp says it has been in consultation with 
station staff and unions but the Rail Tram and Bus 
Union (RTBU) maintain that its recommendations 
relating to the South Coast Stations have been 

ignored, leaving 18 stations with reduced hours and 
five stations closed completely.

“The reviews for Redfern and Erskineville have not 
yet gone ahead but we have just received reports on 
the reviews for the South Coast lines. RailCorp has 
not listened to commuters and ignored us and is going 
to push ahead with station closures and reduced 
services,” RTBU spokesperson Phillip Kessey said.

“The review, which is not yet finalised, aims to 
create better station staffing arrangements to match 
passenger movements,” a spokesperson for local MP 
Carmel Tebbut said. “Ms Tebbutt, as the Member for 
Marrickville, will continue to represent any concerns 
constituents may have on the issue to the Minister 
for Transport.”

cultivate stall holders who offer something unique.” 
In Kings Cross, markets run all weekend, 

beginning with the organic food markets on Saturday 
run by a private company and the generic markets 
run by the Rotary Club on Sunday. All profits from 
the Sunday markets are put back into the community. 
Potts Point and Kings Cross Partnership general 
manager, Linda Mearing, said the Sunday market has 
been running for 14 years and the money raised goes 
straight back to the people who need it most. “The 
Rotary Club recently bought GPS devices for all NSW 
ambulances with money raised from the Sunday 
markets. They do so much for local health services.” 

Eveleigh Market is Sydney’s newest addition to the 
market landscape, beginning in February this year. It 
features a weekly farmers’ market every Saturday and 
an arts and craft market on the first Sunday of every 
month. Eveleigh Market manager, Ariana Aljinovic, 
said community response has been amazing with the 
farmers’ market now averaging 3,000 people through 
the doors each week. “We’ve had a fantastic response 
and the market is now recognised as a community 

hub where people can have fun as a family,’’ Ms 
Aljinovic said. “People come to do their shopping 
and stay for coffee and lunch. There is live music 
played and the atmosphere is very organic.’’ 

Glebe Markets manager, Mr McCumstie, keeps a 
close eye on all the markets across Sydney. He said 
local shop owners are often the biggest winners 
from the markets which help to strengthen the local 
economy. “I have a lot to do with local businesses 
and the Glebe Chamber of Commerce and they 
couldn’t be happier,” he said. “They tell me that 
market day is their bread and butter trading day 
because it brings so many people to the area.” 

The benefits of hosting a weekly market are not 
only financial but cultural as well. “Markets fulfil a 
role of enlivening public spaces by attracting a young, 
energetic crowd as well as talented and interesting 
people,” Kings Cross Partnership manager, Ms 
Learing, said. “Without markets these spaces would 
be quite forlorn and boring.”

For more information go to www.sydney.com.au .

Changes a-comin’ down the track

Weekend markets – a way out of recession?

continued from page 1 – 

continued from page 1 – 
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W e n dy C ol l i s

In mid April, tenants in a block 
of Housing NSW residential units on 
Cowper Wharf Road, Woolloomooloo, 
were shocked to realise that one of the 
units, unoccupied for a few months, 
was being advertised on the internet 
for private lease for $450 per week. The 
advertisement was quickly withdrawn 
after complaints from people including 
Clover Moore and public housing 
tenants and activists. 

“What about the ones that are still 
on the waiting list?” queried Pat Smith, 
a public housing tenant, in reference to 
the 43,000 people, estimated in a City of 
Sydney Press Release, who are waiting 
for public housing in NSW. Pat and other 
public housing tenants, picketed outside 
while a viewing for the unit was being 
held. “As they walked out this young 
bloke said, “I wouldn’t pay $450 for 
that, you couldn’t fit two in the kitchen,” 
commented Pat.

Ross Smith, also a public housing 
tenant, and activist, said that the rationale 

given by Housing NSW for advertising 
the unit was that they were testing the 
market. He commented that the property 
concerned was owned by the Housing 
NSW commercial as opposed to the 
residential section. “So the issue arose 
on whose behalf was the market being 
tested? Were they wasting prospective 
renters time? Were they actually prepared 
to rent it?” He said that the rent of $450 
per week would have priced the unit 
well out of the capacity of public housing 
tenants, a large percentage of whom are 
on government benefits. “Even if they 

handed over everything, they could not 
pay it.”

Mr Smith adds that the tenants could 
have at least have been consulted 
beforehand. “Why should they find out 
the hard way, by seeing people being 
shown in and out?” he said.

Pat is concerned that other empty 
Housing NSW properties may be being 
leased privately, and she suspects that the 
Cowper Wharf Road unit was advertised 
for lease to gauge what the other units 
in the block would be worth. She is 
concerned that relocation of the public 

Shocked tenants prepare for “fight of our lives”

housing tenants could be on the cards. 
“This means that everybody’s place is 
at risk. As soon as they get away with 
this we are finished. So we are starting 
a Tenant’s Action Group, because we’ll 
need it. I think we are in for the fight of 
our lives, to be quite truthful,” she said.

She believes the incident is in direct 
contradiction to the Woolloomooloo 
Agreement which was signed by Gough 
Whitlam in 1975, a result of actions 
by Juanita Nielsen and residents of 
Woolloomooloo in the 50s-70s, who were 
fighting to prevent developers buying up 
the area.

Housing Minister, David Borger, 
commented: “As soon as I became aware 
of this situation I directed the Director 
General of Housing NSW to immediately 
withdraw the advertisement and place 
an eligible public housing tenant into the 
unit in question.

“Leasing our properties to private 
renters is not a practice that I have 
approved.

“I have made clear to Housing NSW 
that even though we are assessing 
the future of this property, we should 
be of fer ing short - term leases to 
public housing tenants rather than to 
private renters.

“In this current economic climate with 
more and more people needing housing 
help it is more critical than ever that we 
house people on our waiting list whenever 
we have an opportunity to do so,” Mr 
Borger said.

Pat believes this recent incident has 
galvanised the public housing tenants in 
the Woolloomooloo community. Many 
have lived long term in the area and 
appreciate it for its community networks 
and its historical legacies, not its real estate 
potential. “We have always known we 
have to be vigilant because we have always 
felt them breathing down the backs of our 
necks, even 20 years ago,” she said. 

Woolloomoloo residents fight for public housing    Photo: Ali Blogg
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A l e x a n de r F l e m i ng

Following the bikie attack at Sydney 
Airport and the subsequent outbreaks 
of violence between outlaw motorcycle 
gangs, the NSW Government has 
responded with tough new bikie 
legislation.

The decision to implement these new 
laws came after a month of intense scrutiny 
from the media and Premier Nathan Rees 
feeling the pressure from the voting public. 
In his motion to Parliament, Mr Rees stated 
that bikie gangs had “crossed the line”, and 
his implementation of the special Strike 
Force Raptor demonstrated his first steps 
towards controlling bikie-related crime.

The legislation set in place laws to 
restrict the activities of bikie gangs in 
general, as well as to limit the movements 
and interactions of their known members. 

The recent changes to the regulation of 
motorcycle gangs in NSW are particularly 
important for local residents of Kings 
Cross, however not all citizens agree with 
the direction taken by Mr Rees. Bikies 
are prominent members of the Kings 
Cross community, and their influence 
can be seen in the running of pubs and 
nightclubs, as well as venue security along 
Sydney’s iconic Darlinghurst Road. 

Under the new laws, if a bikie is found 
to be a member of an outlaw motorcycle 
gang that person is forbidden from 
associating with other controlled members. 
In order to prevent the concealment of 
illegitimately obtained wealth, it is also 

illegal for a controlled member to hold 
high-ranking positions in “bikie-infiltrated” 
industries.

However, these new laws have raised 
concerns from the public, as some have 
interpreted them as a direct threat to civil 
rights. Bikies are a familiar sight in Kings 
Cross, and residents and active members 
of the local community have spoken out 
against the Government’s intense new 
legislation.

Reverend Graham Long, Minister of the 
well-known and respected institution in 
Kings Cross, the Wayside Chapel, is just 
one of the many voices.

In a prepared statement Mr Long 
questioned the merit of the laws, 
criticising them as an attempt to depict 
the Government as “getting tough” on 
crime. He labelled the laws an assault 
on progressive human rights, and his 
sentiments reflect a stirring attitude, not 
only in Kings Cross, but in the broader 
community as well. “This is not about 
defending bikies as being either virtuous 
or villainous. If a person commits a crime, 
charge them with some offence and give 
them a chance to make their case in court 
and if they are found to be guilty, allow a 
judge to deliver a just penalty.”

Mr Long was also critical of the 
construction of the “evil” stereotype that 
surrounds members of these conflicting 
motorcycle gangs, as in the past month 
they have become an unquestioned 
target, politically and socially. “They are 
mothers and fathers, hard working and 
lazy, intelligent and stupid, good people 

who love life and damaged people who 
need help – in other words, they are pretty 
much like the rest of us,” he said.

David Bernie, Vice-President of the 
NSW Council for Civil Liberties and former 
resident of Kings Cross comments: “The 
so-called new ‘bikie laws’ are contained 
in the Crimes (Criminal Organisations 
Control) A ct 2009. This act makes no 
reference to bike clubs per se but can apply 
to any organisation involved in certain 
criminal activity.

“The laws, like those in SA, are no 
doubt inspired by the recent federal laws 
on terrorist organisations. This is part of 
the serious ‘function creep’ that we are 
seeing with a whole raft of so-called anti-
terrorist laws being applied to the general 
criminal law with the loss of basic liberties 
in the process. The covert search warrant 
laws are another recent example of the 
extension of special laws that were to only 
apply to terrorism offences.

“The new law allows selected judges 
to declare organisations illegal on secret 
evidence and makes association a crime 
with up to five years in prison. The main 
flaw in this law is that it criminalises 
association rather than criminal activity. 
It takes the old consorting laws and the 
idea of guilt by association to new levels 
never seen in Australian law before. 
A very slight tweaking of these laws would 
make them suitable for use by future 
governments against direct action type 
groups like some environmental groups 
who may commit minor offences as part 
of their political  protest.”

Joh n Augus t 

It was pouring rain after the Sinners 
and Swingers Ball, held by the Kings 
Cross Arts Guild on Saturday May 2. 
At 1am there were few taxis to be 
found, and the organising party 
needed to get transport for its guest 
singer, who had mobility problems.

So ,  Gav in  Ha r r i s  wa lked  t o 
Greenknowe Avenue and hired a cab 
from out of the area. He took this 
cab back to the Swans Club, and was 
obliged to pay the $8 fare. However, 
before he could get passengers from his 
own party into the cab, police took over 
the cab and put a passenger in it, whom, 
Gavin noted, was not obviously drunk 
nor seemed to have been in a fight. The 
police said something like: “We need to 
get this man out of the area.”

Mr Harris lost the cab and also the 
$8 he had spent bringing the cab in. 
He tried to explain the situation to the 
police but, he says, they ignored him.

For Robyn Greaves of the Kings Cross 
Community Centre, it underlines the 
lack of public transport into the area 
on such evenings, with buses and other 

transport being diverted away from 
the main road – exacerbating the cab 
shortage and prompting the police to 
seize the cab. “Many late-night revelers 
are frustrated when they can’t leave the 
Cross - it’s understandable - and if they 
had a way out, there wouldn’t be any 
agro,” she said.

Mr Harris, however, blames the 
police. “If the man was such an issue, 
they could have taken him to the police 
station just up the road, and locked 
him up for a few hours if need be,” 
he said. In any case, it’s a matter Ms 
Greaves plans to take up with the Local 
Command.

Lord Mayor Clover Moore notes: 
“I have repeatedly asked the NSW 
Government to provide transport late 
at night so that visitors to inner city 
entertainment areas can get home after 
mainstream public transport stops. After 
significant pressure the Government 
now provides the 999 bus from Kings 
Cross on Friday and Saturday nights 
to link up with Night Ride buses, with 
a security guard funded by the Liquor 
Accord to ensure safety. There is still 
no transport to get people back to the 
eastern suburbs.”

Revved up over threat to civil liberties
Confusion over seizure 
of taxi in the Cross

David Bernie, Vice-President of the NSW Council for Civil Liberties    Photo: Ali Blogg
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Mon ic a Bar  on e

The City of Sydney staff has done a 
very good job developing safety plans 
for Redfern, Waterloo and Glebe. City 
of Sydney CEO, Monica Barone, explains 
the background.

The City plays a vital role in helping 
to ensure residents and businesses feel 
safe in our local community, working 
hand-in-hand with a number of groups to 
achieve that goal.  Our greatest tool is the 
Safe City Strategy 2007-2012 which aims 
to tackle a complex range of crime and 
safety issues, affecting both the inner city 
and our urban villages. It recognises that 
the causes of crime are complex, and only 
by working together can we create safer 
and more vibrant communities. 

Strong, resilient communities are those 
where people know and trust each other, 
and welcome others. They are reflected in 
people greeting each other in the street, 
attending dance classes in their local halls, 
playing sport in their local parks, sharing 
a love of books at their local libraries. 
The City of Sydney provides a wealth 

of facilities and programs to encourage 
our diverse residents and workers to 
participate in community life. 

The Safe City Strategy has some 
key aims, among them strengthening 
communities, improving the built 
environment and reducing crime and anti-
social behaviour, while also advocating 
to higher levels of Government for 
extra resources. We partner with police, 
community groups, businesses and 
government agencies – recognising we 
have a shared responsibility to make our 
City safe and all will benefit when that 
goal is achieved.

The Strategy builds on more localised 
plans l ike the Redfern-Water loo 
Community Safety Plan. A taskforce 
helped transform that plan into reality 
and five years on, inspiring changes 
are beginning to show. Major crime 
rates continue to fall, school attendance 
has increased and a stronger and safer 
Redfern-Waterloo is already beginning 
to emerge. 

The Glebe Community Safety Plan links 
into our Sustainable Sydney 2030 vision 
to strengthen the distinctive and diverse 

character of Glebe, while improving 
safety and helping those in need of 
support. It aims to reduce crime and 
anti-social behaviour in the community, 
keep children in school longer, develop 
community building projects, improve 
the physical environment and support 
the vulnerable. We’re partnering with 
Leichhardt Police, community groups, 
local businesses, government and other 
key stakeholders to achieve this.

The Safe City Strategy and local 
community safety plans are complemented 
by our Late Night Trading DCP, and 
strategies to combat Street Drinking, 
Homelessness and Drugs and Alcohol. 
Crime and safety issues are complex and 
the safest communities don’t necessarily 
have the most police and prisons. 
Safe communities are those with solid 
community structures, strong families, a 
welcoming neighbourhood environment, 
social opportunities and a healthy local 
economy. It’s a realistic goal, and one that 
can be achieved by an ongoing dedication 
and commitment to work together with 
the common goal of creating safer and 
stronger local communities.

K e l ly La  n e

South Sydney Youth Services’ main 
facility will be upgraded next year to 
provide better resources for supporting 
young people in the community. The 
redevelopment of the building at 
Waterloo Oval will be funded in a joint 
venture between Federal and Local 
Government, Minister for Infrastructure 
and Local Government Anthony 
Albanese announced last month.

Mr Albanese said that the project 
would not only create jobs and stimulate 
the economy but it would make a 
difference to people’s lives, by bringing 
the Centre up to speed in terms of access.

Member for Sydney, Tanya Plibersek, 
said that the current building was in a 
“pretty appalling” condition.

The service operates in a converted 
amenit ies bui lding that has two 
counseling spaces, two offices and a 
small kitchen. The upgrade will give the 
service a doctor’s office, three counseling 
spaces, a large meeting room and three 
work areas.

South  Sydney  Youth  Serv ices 
Director, Shane Brown, said that the 
redevelopment would provide space for 

an additional three workers and enable 
the service to increase its counseling 
capacity. 

“The new building is going to make 
a big difference to the quality of the 
spaces and the ability to do quality 
counseling,” Mr Brown said. “It’s going 
to be a beautiful building that’s going to 
be environmentally sensitive.” The facility 
will also have a roof-top garden that will 
double the amount of counseling space 
available.

“A lot of community buildings are run 
down, are not specifically designed for the 
purpose that they’re used for, and so it’s 
rare that the Government or the Council 
take note of the concerns for that group 
and provide facilities that are appropriate 
and iconic, so we’re very happy that it’s 
happening,” he said.

The  Federa l  Government  wi l l 
contribute $2 million to the upgrade, 
as part of its Community Infrastructure 
Program. The remainder of the $2.66 
million project will be funded by $360,000 
from South Sydney Youth Services and 
$300,000 from the City of Sydney.

Sydney Lord Mayor, Clover Moore, 
said: “An improved facility will help 
South Sydney Youth Services deliver a 
wider range of services for young people 

in the area which will result in many 
positive social, cultural and community 
benefits. The new centre will incorporate 
a range of ecologically sustainable design 
principles including a green roof, water 
reuse, sustainable and recycled materials 
and passive cooling.”

Ms Plibersek said that this particular 
project, one of 3,000 funded through 
the Community Infrastructure Program 
across Australia, had special significance 
because of the important work carried out 
by the service. “It raises the status of this 
service to what it should be,” she said.

The construction process will take 
on 20 young trainees who will move 
on to other work sites once the project 
is finished. 

South Sydney Youth Services will 
be based at Erskineville Town Hall 
while the renovations take place. The 
service expects to vacate the building 
in November, with construction to start 
in January next year and completed by 
November 2010.

Mr Brown said the community is 

welcome to comment on the plans for 

the building. They will be available online 

at www.ssys.org.au or by contacting 

him at South Sydney Youth Services.

Making our suburbs safer

Makeover for South Sydney Youth Services

Tanya Plibersek, Shane Brown and Anthony Albanese    Photo: Andrew Collis

Darlington School
There has been lots of concern about the state of the playground at 
Darlington Public School. One of the play areas was even closed off 
because it was seen as unsafe. Now here is the good news (not often 
Fast News gives good State Government news!). The Minister for 
Education, Verity Firth, announced that Darlington Public School has 
received $2 million under the Primary Schools for the 21st Century 
project and $125,000 under the National School Pride Program. That is 
a huge amount of money! Let’s hope the playground is fixed soon.

Roy making an impression 
Roy Wakelin-King is the new CEO of the Redfern Waterloo Authority 
and seems to have already made quite an impression. The Redfern-
Waterloo Updates e-newsletter runs a bit of a bio on Roy. “Roy has 
worked in a range of different agencies, including the Office of Public 
Works & Services, World Youth Day Co-ordination Authority, Transport 
Operations Division of NSW Ministry of Transport, State Rail Authority, 
Olympic Roads and Transport Authority, and the Army Movements 
and Transport Agency. From July to December 1993 Roy was part of 
a small Australian Army contingent in Somalia that was part of the 
United Nations multi-national force called UNOSOM II. His contingent 
was responsible for transport coordination of military and humanitarian 
people and goods in, around and out of Somalia. Roy wore his UN Service 
ribbons to the Coloured Diggers March in Redfern on ANZAC Day.”

The real problem on Glebe Point Road?
In the Sydney Morning Herald last month Kirsty Needham reported that 
Glebe Point Road had become littered with empty shop fronts. Since 
the global financial crisis hit, George Linardos from a deli on Glebe 
Point Road which is closing down, told the SMH that his customers 
have been holding back on luxuries. He said people would have more 
courage to buy $34 hampers of Swiss chocolates if they had more faith 
in the future. Then the article went on to say that a hardware store 
owner, Ben Nurse, whose store closed down in March, is blaming the 
upgrade. An upgrade will always cause some disruption. It happened 
in Redfern Street, Oxford Street and Darlinghurst Street. The trouble 
is that short-term pain for long-term gain during a global economic 
crisis can be a disaster. The business community on Abercrombie 
Street is calling for an upgrade. Perhaps it should be careful?

Second anniversary of Howard 
Government’s Intervention 
June 20 will mark two years since the Howard Government announced 
its Intervention into Northern Territory Indigenous communities. The 
Stop the Intervention Collective reports that the intervention promised 
health, housing and education – but it has delivered only racism, 
the destruction of Aboriginal control and worsening social problems. 
It claims that, after the allocation of more than $1 billion, the only 
houses that have been built with intervention funds have been for 
government managers imposed on communities. The compulsory 
quarantine of welfare payments is causing greater poverty, real hunger 
and segregation in Centrelink and in shops. June 20 will be a national 
day of action, including a march in Darwin led by Aboriginal people 
living under Intervention policies. Join in the rally, march and concert in 
Sydney. Saturday June 20: Rally, march and concert, 10.30am Belmore 
Park, Eddy Avenue, Haymarket (opposite Central Station). Then 

march to the Block in Redfern for a family and culture day concert.

The City defends a possum
The Manly Daily last month reported that a Manly Waringah based 
company lost its contract with the City because, while removing a 
tree it accidentally killed a possum. That’s good! Why not use the 
services of a local company from one of the Villages of the City?

Station staffing at Redfern and Erko 
Reem Al-Gharabally elsewhere in this issue discusses the possibility of 
staffing cuts at Erko and Redfern stations. It’s still not clear, according 
to Reem. She quotes the Member for Marrickville, Carmel Tebbutt. Fast 
News has a response from the Member for Heffron. Kristina Keneally 
told the SSH: “RailCorp is continuing its review of station staffing 
levels. This review is being conducted with the unions and station staff 
in line with the current enterprise bargaining agreement. I understand 
no jobs will be lost as part of the review and no arrangements or 
decisions about individual stations has yet been made.” Fast News 
urges caution. It may just be a review as RailCorp says. If it is short of 
money, and times are tough, staffing cuts may be an easy way out. 

  Have You Heard? 

THE FAST NEWS
 WITH TREVOR DAVIES



    7N e w sJune 2009

Being in hospital can be a very traumatic time and we need 
to do everything in our power to provide patients and their 
families with the care and support they need.

Recently Premier Nathan Rees and Minister for Health John Della Bosca 
announced Caring Together, the NSW Government’s response to the 
Garling Report.

The Garling Report is a no-holds-barred analysis of our hospital and 
health services. What Mr Garling found was that while health services 
in NSW are of an excellent clinical quality, staff at the frontline of our 
health system are being bogged down in paperwork and bureaucracy. 

This report gives the NSW Government a huge opportunity to radically 
reform the NSW health system.

Caring Together is the Government’s new Health Action Plan 
that will herald major improvements to patient care and safety 
in NSW Hospitals. 

The first phase of the Government’s approach will be to immediately 
put in place initiatives that go to the heart of the Garling Report. 
These include:

• �Providing an extra 500 ward-based Clinical Support Officers - an 
investment of $176 million over four years - to allow doctors and 
nurses to focus more on patient care. 

• �Improving infection control in wards and units, with an extra $6.3 
million per year to be spent on extra cleaning staff for all major 
metropolitan and regional hospitals. 

• �Investing $22 million over four years to expand out of hours and 
weekend coverage of allied health staff, who play a vital role in 
supporting the needs of patients.

• �Building on existing training programs with a $25 million transition 
to work program for graduate doctors, nurses and allied health 
workers. 

• �Providing an extra 20 trainee specialist places in outer metropolitan 
and regional areas and providing another $8 million over four years 
to support more senior doctors to specialise in hospital care.

• �Changing the role of senior nurses and midwives to become a Nurse 
in Charge, or Midwife in Charge and removing much of the burden of 
paperwork, allowing them to focus on coordinating services and care 
around the needs of each patient.

• �Requiring health executives to publish information such as budget 
and performance so staff can use it for planning and improvement at 
a local level.

• �Establishing a Bureau of Health Information to independently provide 
information on the performance of the health system, and fast-
tracking health Information Technology systems.

• �Establishing an Executive Medical Director position in each area to 
improve communication with staff and give staff more of a say in 
decision-making at a local level.

These add to measures the Government has already foreshadowed 
including: returning to gender-based wards wherever possible, 
increasing the number of nurses in emergency departments to assist 
patients waiting for assessment, and enhancements to the Hospital-in-
the-Home program for elderly people or patients with chronic diseases.

Our goal is a world-class health system for NSW families. 
Caring Together is an important initiative in keeping the NSW 
health system the best in Australia.

For more information on this or any state issue, do not hesitate 
to contact my office on 9699 8166.

Kristina 
Keneally MP
MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON

ADVERTISEMENT
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Tara   C l i ff  or d 

The community of Erskineville 
is again fighting plans to build a 
supermarket, despite the earlier 
rejection of an application by the same 
developers. The operators, identified 
as Thomas Dux/Woolworths, plan 
to build on the corner of Erskineville 
Road and Gowrie Street, which is also 
the same site proposed in 2008 by the 
original application.

Last month a community meeting was 
chaired by Councillor John McInerney, 
where organisers spoke of the need 
to sign a new petition against the 
latest plans.

Mr McInerney said he regards 
Erskineville as the most successful 
example of the vision for Sydney as 
a “City of Villages”, and that he was 
impressed by the capacity of residents 
to band together to fight this threat to 

their community.
Professional advice obtained from 

supermarket location planning experts 
has revealed that despite the new 
proposed supermarket being smaller 
than the original, the impact on the 
area known as “The Hive” will be just 
as serious as in the last DA. Community 
concerns include negative effects on the 
amenities, traffic, parking and businesses 
in the village.

The campaigners  against  the 
supermarket, known as the Friends of 
Erskineville (FOE), say that evidence 
shows that the small business and retail 
community will most likely become 
unviable, with fears that only a cafe 
strip will remain.

But concerns about the future of 
Erskineville are not just confined to 
issues related to what has been described 
as “Supermarket 2”. One person at the 
town meeting told the SSH that local 
shops need to lift their game and provide 

better service if they want to avoid the 
risk of residents shopping elsewhere.

Despite their clear opposition, 
campaigners alternatively support 
development of a building that was 
approved by the City of Sydney in 2005, 
as it is a balanced mix of commercial and 
small retail outlets.

The FOE website says: “We believe 
development which promotes the 
developer’s interests and preserves the 
positive aspects of Erskineville Village 
is entirely possible.”

T h i s  v i ew  i s  e c h o e d  by  M r 
McInerney who said he is confident 
that with good communication between 
all parties, a satisfactory solution can 
be worked out.

Submissions to the Council have been 

extended to Thursday June 4 and 

further information about the campaign 

can be obtained from the website 

at www.erskinevillevillage.org .

N e i l W h i tf  i e l d

On May 7, around 30 people from 
a range of backgrounds heard expert 
views at a Community Consultation on 
Human Rights at Redfern Town Hall.

Chaired by Sydney Peace Foundation 
Director, Professor Stuart Rees, a panel 
outlined issues in a number of areas. 
Indigenous Australians were represented 
by Charmaine Weldon, women’s 
domestic violence expert at Redfern 
Legal Centre. Culturally and linguistically 
diverse matters were the concern of Rosa 
Loria from Sydney Multicultural Services, 
while Annie Parkinson raised issues 
concerning people with disabilities. A 
former asylum seeker from Bangladesh, 
Maqsood Alshams, outlined his personal 
experience and addressed related 
matters. Maqsood spent 16 months in 
the Villawood Immigration Detention 
Centre before his release in April 2000. 
Gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, trans-gender and 
sexuality concerns were the province 
of Yasmin Hunter from Redfern Legal 
Centre.

After refreshments came the action. 
Groups of six discussed their concerns 

and what they had heard in the first part 
of the meeting. Each group contributed to 
a submission to be sent to the National 
Human Rights Consultation Committee. 
Individuals were also encouraged to make 
personal submissions.

Matters in this area are not as simple as 
they might at first seem. First, as Andrew 
Lynch says in an article on Australian 
Policy Online, “The Commonwealth 
Attorney-General, Robert McClelland, 
made it clear that constitutional 
entrenchment of rights, empowering the 
courts to strike down legislation it found 
in breach of a protected right, was not on 
the table”. What is up for discussion is 
a parliamentary Act similar to the ACT’s 
Human Rights Act and Victoria’s Charter 
of Rights and Responsibilities.

Several speakers drew attention to 
the great difference between enshrining 
rights in such an Act or Charter and 
actual social equality – what happens 
in day-to-day life, which is a matter of 
the psyche rather than the statute books.

An audience member, claiming 
Indigenous Australians have “no rights”, 
cited difficulties experienced paying for 
funerals, but it is doubtful that would be 
addressed under a Human Rights Act or 

Charter. It is an important issue, no doubt 
affecting many marginalised through 
poverty in this country.

Then there are paradoxes: the tension 
between anti-vilification laws and 
freedom of speech, for example, or 
removal of discrimination on grounds 
of same-sex relationships at Centrelink 
actually working against the financial 
interests of some couples.

But do have your say.

Submissions close on June 15. You can 

make a submission by going to the NHRC 

website at www.humanrightsconsultation.

gov.au./www/nhrcc/nhrcc.nsf/Page/Home 

 

You may also send your ideas to: 

National Human Rights Consultation 

Secretariat 

Attorney-General’s Department 

Central Office 

Robert Garran Offices 

National Circuit 

BARTON ACT 2600 

 

See also: www.humanrightsact.com.

au/2008/ (A Human Rights Act for 

Australia) and http://apo.org.au/

justice/127 (Australian Policy Online).

Supermarket 2 –  
residents to fight again

Redfern has its say on human rights
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Doug Hughes    Photo: Andrew Collis

K e l ly La  n e

The recession is continuing to 
challenge inner-city welfare groups as 
unemployment rises and more people 
seek support. 

While services in the city have 
historically supported the most 
disadvantaged members of  the 
community, they are increasingly 
assisting a new group of individuals 
and families who have fallen on tough 
times, said Captain Robyn Moulds 
of the Salvation Army in Surry Hills. 
“The history of our Centre would be 
that we would see predominantly the 
marginalised, the disadvantaged living 
in this area,” she said. “All of a sudden 
in the mix of that we have been seeing 
people who have become redundant 
and have lost their jobs and that has 
never really been the case.” 

More people are coming to the service 
for assistance with rent, food and other 
support.

“The government has given us some 
additional funding for that purpose of 
being able to support those who are 
finding it really tough at the moment,” 
Captain Moulds said.

Cana Communities, a charity that 
provides crisis accommodation and 
runs a community cafe in Redfern, 
depends solely on donations from the 
community. Coordinator, Julie Sneddon, 
said that funding has remained 
consistent despite the recession, but the 
service has noticed a significant increase 
in people seeking support. “We’re seeing 
a lot more people who have been in 
jobs for a long period of time, who 
are educated people who are now in a 
position where they’ve had to sell their 
homes and they haven’t got any other 
family support,” Ms Sneddon said.

Pastor Graham Long of the Wayside 
Chapel said it would take much longer 
for the recession to impact his service 
in the way it has affected many others. 
“A lot of the recession has bitten hard 
for people who, for the past ten years 
have said ‘we’re having great times’, 
but for the people we see, they never 
knew there were great times in the last 
ten years,” he said.

The economic crisis had a significant 

impact on the service’s funding 
from August to October last year. 
“Our donations from corporates just 
disappeared. They just simply went 
away. So we had to find a lot of extra 
funding plus anticipated less giving 
from the public. But what in fact has 
happened is the public has become 
exceedingly generous,” Mr Long said. 
“We’re running to budget right to the 
end of the financial year ... that doesn’t 
say anything about the year ahead of 
course, it might get ugly. But right now 
we’re doing ok,” he said.

Quakers Service Australia is an 
aid and development agency based 
in Surry Hills that works on projects 
both overseas and within Indigenous 
communities in Australia. On the 
second Friday of each month the NSW 
branch of the service runs a stall in 
Devonshire Street to raise money for 

projects. Disadvantaged members of the 
community can often negotiate prices 
for secondhand goods, and on rare 
occasions the service will give items for 
free to those in need.

Anna Bell, who convenes the stall 
each month, said: “We have the local 
Housing Commission block very close, 
and those people are some of our best 
customers. We’re certainly very aware 
of their needs and we try to keep the 
prices as low as we can.” Proceeds 
from the stall are given to Quaker 
Service Australia, which has witnessed 
a decline in funding due to the economic 
downturn.

Finance Officer, John Dundas, said: 
“Initially we had about a 50 per cent 
drop in donations coming in but that has 
picked up a bit. We’re down to about 
two thirds of where we were in the last 
few years at the same time.” 

K e l ly La  n e

Less than a year ago, Darlington 
resident Doug Hughes lived more than 
a comfortable life. As a marketing 
executive for a global broking company, 
he received a handsome six-figure 
salary and travelled the world on 
business trips where “no expense was 
spared”. 

But the 43-year-old’s life has changed 
dramatically since last July, when Mr 
Hughes was made redundant as part of 
his company’s attempts to cut costs. “I 
got a decent payout so, financially, I was 
fine for a while,” he says. “Back around 
that time, you sort of think you’ll have 
a month or two off, and then you’ll get 
back into it, but it’s the getting back into 
it that’s obviously the hard part.”

While Mr Hughes has his own 
consultancy business where he does work 
on a project basis, a lack of consistent 
employment since February meant he was 
forced to defer his mortgage and apply 
for a Centrelink payment. “It’s the only 
financial income I’m getting, and it’s not 
a lot of money,” he says. “But you make 
do ... it could be worse. You’ve just got 
to keep your spirits up.”

He has curbed his spending in a 
number of ways, from shopping at Aldi 
and buying No Name groceries, to eating 
at home or a friend’s place, buying two-
dollar bottles of wine and attending free 
festivals in Sydney. “You can still have 
fun without having to spend money,” he 
says. “In the past I haven’t had to worry 
about it, but now I do. That’s fine. It’s not 
going to stop me doing things.”

When he isn’t enjoying life on the 
cheap, he is diligently hunting for jobs, 
using both recruitment agencies and his 

own contacts in the industry. He has 
applied for positions both interstate and 
overseas, and remains hopeful that he 
will be offered something soon. “I know 
it’s going to turn around,” he says. “It 
might take a while, but you’ve just got 
to be flexible.”

Living near Newtown, Mr Hughes often 
walks along King Street in his free time. “I 
love watching people,” he says. “People 
of all different walks of life - they just 
make do with what they’ve got, they sort 
of adapt. That’s what I’ve really learnt in 
the last year or so. You adapt. You want 
your life to go certain ways and it doesn’t. 
Friends know that I’m doing it tough but 
they’re not doing it any less tough in their 
own particular way.”

Down but 
definitely 
not out in 
Darlington

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby

9310
4927

Pepsee 
CUT & COLOUR SALON
Style cuts for a great price for everybody
276 ABERCROMBIE ST DARLINGTON

Welfare services feel the pinch

Aboriginal Heritage Assessment:
Registration of Stakeholder Interest for Aboriginal Heritage Assessment: Redfern RSL 

Cultural Resource Management Pty Ltd is seeking to identify Aboriginal stakeholder groups and/or 
people wishing to be consulted for an Aboriginal Heritage Assessment n relation to the proposed 
development of Redfern RSL located on 157-159 Redfern Street, Redfern NSW. The consultation 
process will be conducted in accordance with the Department of Environment and Climate 
Change (NSW) Interim Community Consultation Requirements for Applications (National Parks 

and Wildlife Act 1974: Part 6 Approvals) which became effective 1st January 2005.
Parties are invited to register their interest with Cultural Resources Management in writing to:

Guadalupe Cincunegui
Archaeologist

Cultural Resources Management
63 Hannah Street Beecroft, NSW 2119

Tel/Fax: 9481 8100
Applications must include contact details. The closing date for registration is 14th June 2009.

Phone enquiries are welcome and should be directed to Guadalupe Cincunegui on 0439 184 174.

Quaker Service Australia in Surry Hills    Photo: Esther Turnbull
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A n n De s l a n de s

Two years ago to the month the SSH 
reported the eviction of tenants from 
the Carlton & United Breweries site 
on Broadway. In the same month, the 
site was purchased for development by 
Frasers Property.

The tenants had occupied the 
small terraces on Kensington Street, 
Chippendale, for a number of years. 
Among them was Rebecca Baird, who 
had a thriving art-making and teaching 
practice based at nearby Pine Street 
Community Arts Centre. Rent was $100 a 
week for the small and under-maintained 
cottages - a rare break for low-income 
inner-city tenants (“There’s naught 
around” as Thane Brown and Robbie 
Jordan, two other evictees, noted to the 
SSH at the time).

Over this period the shortage of 
affordable housing in Sydney has only 
worsened, as any low-income renter 
could tell you.

Such people include artists who face 
a well-documented shortage of studio 
and gallery space. In appreciation of 
this - and to broad acclaim in local and 
statewide news media - in 2008, Frasers 
offered some of the empty space in 
Kensington Street to artists for three-
month free residencies while the area 
awaits development.

This move was obviously welcomed, 
however it is incongruous. Spaces for 
living in - for housing people on low 
incomes and supporting in at least one 
case a community arts practice - are 
closed down and the residents displaced. 
Simultaneously, opportunity for cost-free 
studio space opens up.

The deployment of Fraser Studios may 
be seen as laudable corporate community 
engagement on the one hand, and on 
the other, an act of image-conscious 
tokenism. It may also be read as part of 
a broader global pattern of gentrification 
and its impact on folks in precarious 

employment, with low incomes and/or 
a reliance on public housing. 

Part of this impact falls upon a 
community of creative classes of 
students, artists, writers et al who deliver 
cultural capital or “creative chic” for the 
area at the same time as they can’t afford 
the rent. Those members of this class 
who are considered to boost the cultural 
image of the corporate developers may 
benefit briefly - others may be evicted 
from their homes.

As for the future of Kensington 
Street, the Chief Operating Officer of 

Frasers Property Australia, Nicholas 
Wolff, advised that “[architects] Tonkin 
Zulaikha Greer have developed a 
scheme for Kensington Street intended 
to create an active city laneway focused 
on dining, entertainment, creative 
businesses and boutique retail”. He 
added that “as much of Kensington 
Street is of heritage significance, many 
existing buildings are to be retained 
and restored, carefully integrated with 
new structures and buildings, with 
pedestrian connections to the centre of 
the Frasers Broadway site”.

Robe rt  Morr  i s on

When you first walk into Glebe 
House it’s as if you’re entering a 
comfortable boutique home. You notice 
the table is neatly set, as the smell of 
spaghetti bolognese and a pleasant 
acoustic version of Hotel California 
wafts down the hall. You walk through 
to the quaint back verandah where 
you are greeted by the source of the 
music, the house’s occupants. They 
all introduce themselves with a warm 
smile and kindly offer you a seat, your 
predispositions forgotten. This is not 
what you expected.

Established in the early 1980s, Glebe 
House is a transitional therapeutic 
community for men recovering from 
drug addiction. Ironically once a pub, 
Glebe House is the vital step its residents 
need to break the re-offending cycle and 
reduce the chance of re-incarceration or 
homelessness.  

Supporting up to eight residents at any 
one time, Glebe House offers a three-
month drug and alcohol-free program. 
Residents must attend Alcoholics 
Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous 
meetings twice a day as well as cook, 
shop and clean, obtaining skills necessary 
to build a normal addiction-free life. Case 
manager and alcohol and drug counsellor, 
Mitchell Baer, explains, “Advocacy with 
Centrelink, mobile phones, emails, 
internet… Things we might take for 
granted are actually new skills for 
these guys. 

“We’re trying to give people a 
place where they can make that really 
difficult journey from dependency and 
incarceration to a world where [for 
them] the thought of freedom is quite 
frightening.”

With the re-offending rate 30 per cent 
less for those who seek support from 
places like Glebe House than for those 
who receive no help, the importance of 
half-way houses is unquestionable. 

If current Glebe House resident Steve 
had not found Glebe House he believes 
it may not have been long before he fell 
back into his addiction. “I would have 
been back on that vicious merry-go-round 
once more … because that’s all I know … 
Glebe House is one of those places that 
really puts a bit of structure back in your 
life and can help you move in the right 
direction for the future.”

As previously reported by the SSH, 
there is a very high re-offending rate for 

those released from prison. According 
to the Bureau of Crime Statistics and 
Research, on average 80 per cent of 
prisoners will re-offend, and the rising 
imprisonment rates are not reducing this 
number. This perhaps brings into question 
government policy regarding criminal 
rehabilitation. “We’re never going to 
eliminate criminal behavior… [but] I 
would seriously suggest more funding for 
these [rehabilitative] services,” says Mr 
Baer. “Not much [funding] is being placed 
on this type of service but a lot of money 
is going towards building new prisons.” 

It costs the Department of Corrective 
Services $73,000 a year to hold one 
prisoner in gaol. Rehabilitative and 
treatment costs are significantly less.

Mr Baer believes: “There should be 
more places like Glebe House. I think that 
they’re cost effective and if we can put 
a dent in the re-offending rate then they 
pay for themselves.” 

F E A T U R ES

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

We began by strolling around 
the grounds of the Alexandria Park 
Community Junior School as Louise 
Hamilton showed us an Aboriginal 
mural which had been painted on 
the fence more than 40 years before. 
As she stood in front of it for our 
photograph, I saw a strong spirited 
Aboriginal woman.

Louise was born in Narrandera. Her 
family were of mixed race origin but 
predominantly Aboriginal – part of the 
Wiradjuri people, the Cowra mob of the 
Darlington River area. They moved to 
Sydney early in her life when a racist 
boss refused to give her father time 
off to get critical medical care for her 
brother who had a serious ear condition. 
This incident prompted the family to 
move to Sydney where her mother 
worked three jobs in community and 
welfare services, so the family could 
survive. Her father’s first job in Sydney 
was at the Fairfax printing office.

They moved around a lot and Louise 
had to get used to constantly adjusting 
to new schools. Her favourite school 
was Summer Hill Public because she 
stayed long enough to make a group 
of good friends. This moving around 
was very unsettling for Louise, and as a 
result she was to experience rough times 
in her adolescent years. She left school 
at Year 8. She was a teenage mother of 
her son, Dallas, and a grandmother at 
the age of 33.

Like her mother, Louise did many 
different forms of work in the next 
years. She is proud of her mother, and 
believes that much of her strength for 
her own survival comes from there. 
Louise likes the saying: “You are your 
mother’s twin until you work out who 
you are.”

This working out took Louise down 
many different paths. She did a TAFE 
course in numeracy and literacy to 
educate herself to ensure a better future. 
She was beginning to prepare for the 
life she really wanted – one which 
might carry a message for herself, and 
others - that it’s possible to achieve your 
dreams even though times get hard.

She worked in the areas of domestic 
violence and homeless services before 
enrolling in a trainee enrolled nurse 
course with a view to joining the 
ambulance service later. Next she 
turned up at the Sydney University Koori 
Centre, convinced that she wanted to do 
a degree. But in what – maybe nursing 
or teaching? Two years went by – the 
timing wasn’t right. 

Louise did eventually join the 
ambulance service as a trainee and 
worked in Lismore for several months 
but got homesick for friends and family. 
On her return to Sydney she struggled 
to find her true passion and carer path. 

With the support of her partner, 
Louise did finally begin what was to 
be a six-year effort to get a degree in 
Primary School teaching, one which she 

will complete in October this year. She 
returned to nursing to support herself 
through her degree.

Despite having a clearer direction she 
still felt a yearning to search for a deeper 
understanding of her aboriginality. 
Then, one day she was in Newtown, 
feeling called to something more but 
she didn’t know what, when suddenly, 
an Aboriginal woman ahead of her in 
the queue in the bank turned round and 
said (in true Aboriginal fashion) “Hey 
Sis! How ya goin’? Where are ya from?” 
Louise replied, “Sydney, but Narrandera 
really.” The woman said, “So you’re a 
Wiradjuri woman too?” It turned out 
that her name was Cheryl and that she 
was part of the Biambal Indigenous 
Language Institute (BILBI) and taught 
the Wiradjuri language. She was looking 
for someone to pass the language to so 
BILBI could continue the teaching of 
Wiradjuri to kids in primary schools. 
There was only one day left to get an 
application in for the job that was going.

Louise did get the application in but 
was anxious about its success because 
she didn’t have any knowledge of the 
language. She was sitting thinking about 
this when she saw four black, red-tailed 
Cockatoos fly by and it was as though 
they were saying to her, “You are going 
to join a group of four”. She did the 
interview and a week later was told that 
she was, indeed, joining a group of four 
Wiradjuri-speaking people.

She is now teaching Wiradjuri 
at Darlington Public and Alexandra 
Park Community Schools and also 
contributes to community events with 
performance, song and language. 
Louise likes to tell her students about 
her search for her roots so they can 
learn to appreciate and understand 
their own family’s roots and history. 
As they do that, it helps form identities 
and understandings between different 
people.

Louise feels that there are many 
possibilities ahead. She will be looking 
for ways to initiate new projects, 
gain sponsorships and share with the 
community. Language, she feels, needs 
to be revitalised and honoured in its 
own right and also incorporated into 
the everyday language of all Australians 
so the Aboriginal culture becomes more 
visible. Louise loves it when she arrives 
at school and the kids yell, “Yamandhu 
marang mudji?” Which means, Are 
you well, friend? To which she replies, 
“Ngawa marang mudji mandanggu.” 
Yes, good friend, thanks. She imagines 
books being written, spiritual stories 
being told and translated into language 
resources to keep Aboriginal languages 
alive for many generations to come. 
This she realises will require funds 
and support and she is keen to talk to 
anyone who may also be interested in 
the importance of keeping Indigenous 
languages alive.

Undoubtedly, this Wiradjuri woman of 
spirit and hope has much more to add to 
her own life and to the lives of those she 
meets as she continues on her way!

A spirited journey
Talking with Louise Hamilton

Speculation on Broadway

Glebe House – breaking the cycle of 
addiction, incarceration

Louise Hamilton    Photo: Ali Blogg

Fraser Studios on Kensington Street    Photo: Ali Blogg

Glebe House    Photo: Ali Blogg
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Recent revelations of abusive behaviour towards women on the part 

of certain high-profile sportsmen can lead to much hand-wringing 

and scape-goating. Or, we can take the opportunity to do something 

constructive. We can look all around us for evidence of bullying, 

misogyny, objectification of women (men also), and the sexualisation 

of children – and seek to practice alternatives: care and respect. We can 

acknowledge the great number of people in our community who live 

with the memory and reality of abuse – sexual, physical, emotional. 

And we can help to make it safe for survivors to talk about what they 

have endured. ASCA (Adults Surviving Child abuse) recently released 

a second phase to its controversial National Advertising Campaign. 

This new approach highlights the plight of adult survivors who, if they 

do not receive the help and support they need, are left struggling with 

the raw wounds of their abuse right into old age. The first step for 

any survivor is to be listened to and heard, and it is that validation at 

disclosure and empathic support from a community which understands 

which can make all the difference to surviving and living an engaged 

and healthy life. The new ads, which are being displayed on digital 

shop fronts (see page 7), continue to raise awareness around this issue, 

to tackle the entrenched taboo around the legacy of child abuse while 

alerting those affected to the possibility of hope and help.

N ic hol a s Mc Ca  l l u m

Society has no respect for itself. Well, 
that’s the perception held by New South 
Wales’ top cop, Police Commissioner 
Andrew Scipione. And it is because 
of this epidemic of self-loathing that 
society has attempted to medicate 
itself with alcohol. The mix of the 
two creates a concoction for excessive 
violence across Sydney every weekend. 
According to the Commissioner, the only 
method of dealing with this issue is 
with the brute force of the NSW Police. 

Channel Nine’s 60 Minutes recently ran 
a story by Michael Usher entitled, ‘Brute 
Force’, which followed the activities of 

Sydney’s Public Order and Riot Squad. 
During the report one of the only 

female members of the squad was 
filmed pushing a man onto the street, 
threatening to “flog” him, and then 
demanding him back onto the footpath. 
The story closed with another police 
officer pushing a man to the ground for 
failing to follow an order to “move on”. 

But Dr Michael Kennedy believes 
t h a t  t h i s  b e h av i o u r  i s  s i m p l y 
counterproductive. 

As a former detective and now a 
professor of social sciences at UWS, Dr 
Kennedy says this very high-visibility, 
zero-tolerance policing at this magnitude 
is not the way to solve Sydney’s problem 
with alcohol and violence. 
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Whose responsibility?

Unconditional welcome – a full house!

Comment

Faith Readers’ 
Letters

City should re-consider 
siting of “mega-depot”

We are completely at a loss to 
understand why City Council has chosen 
a site in residential Rosebery to put their 
proposed garbage truck depot when 
there are so many better alternative sites 
in the area.

The proposed mega-depot is planned 
to serve the entire southern third of the 
City of Sydney and within that area there 
are huge tracts of industrial-only land. 
One Action Group member found more 
than 30 sites for sale in the area, just by 
looking on the internet for half an hour. 
And with the economic downturn, it’s a 
buyer’s market.

To build a sleep disturbing, traffic 
generating depot in an increasingly 
residential area is short-sighted, not 
only treating the current residents with 
contempt, but deliberately creating worse 
problems for the future.

In a few years there will be thousands 
more residents living in Rosebery and, 
with Green Square’s population about 
to explode, there will be a need for 
many more garbage trucks and street-
sweeping machines to operate from this 
mega-depot.

Graeme Grace 
Rosebery Residents Action Group

Compassion,  
not judgmentalism

The sex scandals of sport  and 
religion highlight the culture of abuse 
of women and children and gays that 
was endemic around alpha males not so 
long ago in our society, where we only 
recently gave every adult the right to 
vote, and have yet to remove torture as 
a legitimate activity of our social order. 
Most people who are now over 40 were 
earlier physically or sexually abused, or 
abused for being sexual, and not all of 
those people have addressed the toxic 
patterns and values around sexuality and 
relationship resulting from this history. In 
short, decisions about the welfare of our 
children are being made by people with 
troubled pasts about those issues unable 
to see clearly, and instead of teaching 
boys to value the sexual happiness of their 
partners, scandal and judgmentalism are 
on the sports pages for days. 

Meanwhile, the church claims to have 
moral authority to preach against gays, 
contraception, masturbation, and all 
sex outside marriage, when 80 per cent 
of its priests violate their chastity vows, 
many tragically with children, and the 
authorities make it worse by covering 
it up and moving the predators around.

Let us step back from the sickness that 
said our sexual urges are immoral, for 
that only led to hypocrisy and abuse, and 
instead value our own feelings, sexual and 
otherwise, and the feelings of everyone 
we meet.

norrie mAy-welby 
Redfern

Dav i d C o ope r

In Vermont, on the gravestone of 
Robert Frost, the American poet, are 
words which he requested – “I had a 
lover’s quarrel with the world”. I want 
to say that I have a lover’s quarrel 
with the church – it’s not a bitter or 
resentful quarrel (although if I am 
honest, at times, bubbles of anger 
arise within me) but a lover’s quarrel, 
that we so often take God’s name in 
vain. For me that doesn’t mean to 
use the divine name in swearing or 
blaspheming – it is to say that God is 
who God is not. To speak and act in 
ways which exclude others, and to do 
it in the name of the divine One, is 
the ultimate blasphemy. We have not 
yet learned, in the view of the writer 
Carl Sandburg, that “exclusive” is the 
ugliest word in the English language.

Jesus once told a story of a dinner 
party. Specific invitations had been 
issued but all had seemingly more 
important things to do, so an open 
welcome was offered to those who were 
never invited to parties – the pushed-out 
ones who were blind, crippled and poor. 
And still there was room! The welcome 
list of Jesus is never closed as he plays 
the host in the story – go out and bring 
whoever you meet – “I want my house 

to be full” (Luke 14: 23).
The radical Jesus crossed every 

boundary and broke every regulation 
when it comes to hospitality. The 
meals of Jesus embodied his alternative 
vision of an inclusive community. The 
Dominican, Timothy Radliffe, reminds 
us that “we are not a sign of God’s 
freedom until we dare to belong to each 
other across every theological boundary” 
(and I would want to add, “every human 
boundary”!).

One of my deep passions is that the 
church takes God’s name in vain in the 
exclusion of those who are gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or transgendered. William 
Sloane Coffin, former Chaplain at Yale 
University, described homophobia as 
“the last respectable prejudice” –  I’m 
not sure that this or any prejudice is 
respectable!

Why is it that so many Christians 
cannot have the mind and heart of God 
within them to welcome and affirm 
those whom God has created and who 
bear the uniqueness of God’s dignity? I 
offer three thoughts.

Often our sense of being right in 
our interpretations precludes us from 
being open to the other. An Israeli poet, 
Yehuda Amichai, reflects : 

“From the place where we are right, 
flowers will never grow in the spring.

The place where we are right is hard 

and trampled like a yard.
But doubts and loves dig up the world 

like a mole, a plough.
And a whisper will be heard in the 

place where the ruined house once 
stood.”

I also believe that the fundamentalism 
of fear pulls down the shutters on 
engagement with others from whom 
we differ. So often we crucify what we 
fear most or the inner struggles within 
ourselves are projected onto others. To 
accept diversity need not be threatening 
– it can so enrich who we are.

It can also be that many Christians 
are more concerned about purity rather 
than compassion. Sadly, there are so 
many who put the purity of dogma 
ahead of the integrity of love. It is never 
the way of Jesus who longs for a full 
house where you will be welcomed for 
who you are. Come, there are places at 
the table!

The Rev’d David Cooper is a Minister 

of the Methodist Church in Ireland and 

has just completed his term as Minister 

at Wesley Memorial Church, Oxford, 

and Chaplain to Methodist students in 

the University of Oxford. He was also 

Ecumenical Chaplain at Christ Church 

Cathedral, Oxford. He was involved in 

peace-making and reconciliation in Ireland 

and has a deep passion for justice.

Dr Kennedy believes that an old-school 
style of “beat” policing is a better solution 
than the quick response unit that is being 
applied now.

“They come in like raiders, but don’t 
stick around to clean up the mess they 
make.” 

Although it does make good television, 
what Dr Kennedy describes as the 

“Hollywood Cops” are receiving as many 
complaints from their colleagues as they 
are from the public they’ve lawfully 
assaulted because they aren’t performing 
their duties. To an objective observer it 
might appear that the Riot Squad is taking 
their name too literally.

“Arresting people and not following 
through with charges is not the way 
policing should go,” Dr Kennedy said. 

“The Riot Squad has no respect for the 
regular police either,” he said, adding 
that even members of Sydney’s regular 
police force have raised complaints about 
the PORS.

But the regular police are not above 
reproach either. 

Last month the SSH reported on an 
incident involving a young lawyer who 
had come into contact with Newtown 
Police. The man was arrested and charged 
for interfering with police proceedings. 
Though the charges were dismissed in 
court, the incident has brought further 
illumination to the heavy-handed tactics 
that are becoming more readily applied 

- even by police on the beat - and more 
acceptable to the public at large.

The 60 Minutes discussion board was 
brimming with admiration for the PORS, 
but the comments are not coming from 
the people that are most affected by 
these tactics.

On New Year’s Eve 2008, Redfern also 
bore witness to the tactics of the PORS 
as they monitored a party at the Block. 
One witness described their actions to 
be similar to storm troopers acting at 
the behest of a totalitarian government. 

The following day media reports of the 
mass deployment of police was whittled 
down to a minor altercation between 
two people. 

The SSH contacted Redfern Police 
Commander, Luke Fruedenstein, but 
he refused to comment on the actions 
of the PORS because they are not under 
his command. 

The question of whether the use of 
zero-tolerance policing will yield results 
will not be answered for some time.

Dr Kennedy maintains that solution to 
society’s alcoholic ills is to be found in the 
same method that was applied to smoking 
over two decades ago. He believes that as 
Australia’s love of drinking disseminates 
through all aspects of society, simply 
attacking the flash points on the street 
is not going to foster any more respect 
within society, or for the police.

“It’s not the job of the police to 
arrest society out of its problems,” Dr 
Kennedy said.











free 
shuttle bus services
FREE shuttle bus services now run from Redfern to Broadway shops 
via the RPA Hospital; and from Woolloomooloo to Redfern via Paddy’s 
Market and St Vincent’s.

These FREE buses are available to all City Of Sydney residents 
and operate:
Thursday and Friday of each week.
For more information and timetables please
call 9319 4439 or visit www.ssct.org.au
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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN  
REDFERN WATERLOO?
Get the latest from www.redwatch.org.au 

email RWIU@turnbulls.au.com for free email updates 
or call Geoff on 9318 0824

Donations to the SSH
The South Sydney Hera ld  i s 
an independent not-for-prof it 
community newspaper, produced 
mostly by volunteers, published by 
the South Sydney Uniting Church, 
distributed without charge to 
30,000 readers from Zetland to 
Woolloomooloo. 

The SSH gratefully accepts donations 
and in-kind support. If you would 
like to make a contribution you can 
do so, anonymously if you wish. 
By mail: PO Box 2360 Strawberry 
Hills NSW 2012. By electronic 
transfer: BSB 062 231 ACCOUNT 
NO. 1021 8391. Contact the Editor: 
editor@ssh.com.au 

Uniting Churches

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday
Bible Study & Discussion  

June 11, 7pm
Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,

cultural backgrounds,  
sexual orientations and identities.  

Peace with justice, integrity 
of creation.

Tongan Uniting Church  
(South Sydney)

Worship 1pm Sunday
Mid-week service Friday 7-8pm

Ps Sione Hau 0431 144 247

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns & Cambourne Sts 

Glebe
Gathering Sunday 7pm

Free For All/Eight O'Clock Sharp  
Music nights Thu 8pm

Steph Gesling 9518 9413

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements 9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
Oxford St Paddington

Worship 10am  
(1st Sunday of the month)  

& 7.30pm Sunday
Church Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am,  
Bible Study 5pm Sunday

Ps Graham Long 9358 6996

SSH advertising works: "Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It 

has really raised our profile in the community. Interest has increased ten-fold from the old 

way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Blindeman, Food Distribution Network, Waterloo

ALL WELCOME!
South Sydney Uniting Church

(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)

DRAWING CLASS
12-4pm Sat June 13 & 20  

Contact Adrian Spry on 9690 1427

Previous and new participants, 
adults and children welcome.

All materials provided.
Gold coin donation.

Drawing by Gaylene Smith

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

111-117 Devonshire St, Surry Hills 
NSW 2010

T: 02 9357 6366  
F: 02 9357 6466

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction 
NSW 2022 

T: 02 9369 5221 
F: 02 9369 5225

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Verity Firth MP 
State Member for Balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina Keneally MP 
State Member for Heffron

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166  
F: 02 9699 8222

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Clover Moore MP 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington  
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053  
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Carmel Tebutt MP 
State Member for Marrickville

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville  
NSW 2204

T: 02 9558 9000  
F: 02 9558 3653

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

BABANA  
Aboriginal Men’s Group
The next BABANA meeting is on Friday June 26,  
12-2pm, Redfern Community Centre. 
Contact: Mark Spinks 9243 3546.

BABANA

Redfern

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

WANTED – COMMUNITY WORKER (PART TIME)
FOOD DISTRIBUTION NETWORK (Food for People – Not for Profit)

Working with clients who are frail, aged, living with disabilities, PLWHA.

Current manual driver’s licence essential. Experience driving truck or 
van desirable. Must be reasonably strong and fit.

20hrs pw SACS Award Cat 3 Year 1 (38hr pw rate).

For job description phone John 9699 1614. 

Applications close 17.6.09.

Good Neighbour Barbecues
Police from the Redfern Command are providing free barbecues around the area. 
These events are planned so that residents can have a dialogue with police 
officers, receive crime prevention information and share any concerns.  
There will be activities for kids alongside the good food.

The dates and places are as follows:

• Wednesday June 3, 11am-2pm, Waterloo Green, Raglan St Waterloo

• �Sunday June 7, 11am-2pm, Jack Shuttleworth Reserve,  
cnr Mitchell Rd and Renwick and Dadley St Alexandria

• �Wednesday June 10, 11am-2pm Erskineville Housing Estate,  
between Elliot and Swanson St Erskineville 

‘Our Futures, Our Lands’
Thursday June 18, 6.30pm at Chrissie Cotter Gallery,  
Pidcock Street, Camperdown.

An AID/WATCH event to launch our new campaign on land reform in the Pacific. 
Event will include a photo exhibition and auction, speakers, drinks and nibblies. 
Help keep land in community hands!

Further details contact AID/WATCH on 9557 8944  
or visit the website www.aidwatch.org.au

Official launch of hike4hunger.org
On October 16, a group of hikers will be making their final ascent to the 
summit of Mt Kosciusko. This will mark the end of a 600km hike starting in 
Rozelle, Sydney, 21 days earlier. In the UK, a group of hikers will be crossing 
the Greenwich Meridian in London after a 300km journey along the Thames. 
And in Zimbabwe, a group will be completing their own march of solidarity…

These groups form part of a new international movement called “hike4hunger” 
which aims to raise public awareness of food crises across the world.

hike4hunger.org has selected Zimbabwe as the focus of its 2009 campaign. 
The UN estimates over 50% of Zimbabweans – around 5 million people –  
will be facing starvation this year.

Visit www.hike4hunger.org



WANT TO GET FIT?
WORK OUT AT REDFERN’S WORLD FAMOUS

TONY MUNDINE GYM
WHERE GIANTS ARE MADE • SINCE 1985

COMMUNITY GYM - BOXING
WEIGHT TRAINING - CARDIO

KICK BOXING - FITNESS & DANCE STUDIO
OPEN MON-FRI 9AM-2PM & 5PM-9PM

CORNER EVELEIGH & VINE STREETS REDFERN

9319 0316
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A dr i a n Spr  y

Howdy y’all! I’d like to sing you a 
song! A ballad, actually. Here goes. 
“This is a story ’bout a man named 
Pete / Local postie, he is always on 
his feet / And then one day as he was 
passin’ my way / He moseyed on over 
and had this to say / He said, ‘Mate, 
have you heard? / Crystal, she’s got 
cancer – breast cancer!’…”

Don’t take this the wrong way. In no 
way would I make light of, or be flippant 
about, such a serious issue. This was 
bad news.

Peter and his wife, Crystal, are good 
friends of mine. Crystal has always been 
a person of the highest integrity. Mother 
of two young children, she is much loved 
by all who know her. She is a champion!

Fast forward to the present. On a 
beautiful Sunday morning, perfect 
late Autumn, May 17, the notorious 
[notorious? Ed] running group, the 
Ravens, take part in the Sydney Half 

Marathon. 21.1km through the CBD.
I am so pleased to be able to report 

that all members have completed this 
endurance test. It was bloody hard work! 
Most importantly, our target of $1000 in 
sponsorship was reached, and in fact, 
surpassed. Funds were raised for Breast 
Cancer Network Australia. I am so proud 
of my beautiful Ravens!

This year’s event was dedicated to 
the memory of athlete, Kerryn McCann. 
McCann was a person of the highest 
integrity. She is the mother of two young 
children and she was much loved by all 
who knew her. She was a champion!

Sadly, she passed away, after a battle 
with breast cancer.

Crystal Medutis is still fighting.

The Ravens is an inclusive running group. 

We always welcome new members.  

Our aim is to help support our fellow 

human beings! And we fight for the  

cause of goodness and niceness!  

Next challenge: the City to Surf!  

www.everydayhero.com/the_ravens 

C h e l s e a R e i d

The new season of Women’s Five-A-Side 
Indoor Soccer has just started at Mascot’s 
Indoor Central, 5 Kent Road, Mascot. 
According to its website (www.playsport.
com/indoorcentral), Indoor Central is 
the largest indoor sports centre in the 
metropolitan east.

The season runs for approximately 16 
weeks, depending on the number of teams 

registered. Games are two halves, each 20 
minutes, with a two-minute break.

For the last three seasons, Team Yep has 
played each Thursday night and is made up 
of players from different parts of Sydney: Alli 
from Enmore, Ellie of Castle Hill, Bahar from 
Kingsford, local player Irene from Mascot and 
myself from Alexandria. 

The team comprises players like myself 
(completely new to soccer), and players who 
have played for years. Like ability level, age 
also ranges with the adult competition being 

all ages. The games are played on a court the 
size of a basketball court, and playing in a 
confined space means the game is fast-paced 
and all players get time on the ball. Indoor 
soccer or “five-a-side”, as it is also known, is 
played with a #4 ball with reduced bounce. 
There are unlimited substitutions, a smaller 
goal, players must kick the ball into play 
from the sideline within four seconds and 
the goal keeper must throw the ball back 
into play. It’s great training for traditional 
outdoor soccer, or just for great fun and 

Rave on, Ravens!

Five-A-Side – fast-paced, for fun and fitness

Age: 10

Sport played: Rugby League, Basketball

Teams: Zetland Magpies, All Blacks Earthquakes

Favourite movie: The War

Favourite music: Eminem

What do you want to be when you grow up?  
Professional footballer

Where would you like to live? Nice house near the beach

School: Kensington Primary

Best NRL team: Bunnies 

Speak about family: I love my family – Big Bill (Dad), 
Trish (Mum), Lilly-Ann, Dylan, Madelene, Camille, and  
our dog Niki.

Do you want to play football for Australia? Yes, 
Rugby League, Front Row

Favourite sportsperson: Nathan Merritt, LeBron James 
(Cleveland Caveliers)

Talk about Indigenous issues: Why are people racist? 
I don’t get it!

Athlete profile:  
Li’l Billy Mac  
(Billy McPherson)

Safe hands Billy   Photo: Andrew Collis

Team Yep   Photo: Natasha De Paola 

Local Resident…  
Local Knowledge…
Working For You…

Patrick McKay  
0408 018 208 

Your Area Specialist  
LJ Hooker Newtown

02 8595 1888
ljhooker.com.au 

fitness on its own.
“It’s good exercise, and great to catch 

up with friends each week in a social 
environment ... it’s a good competition 
and chance to improve your skills,” says 
Team Yep player, Ellie. Another Team Yep 
player, Alli, says: “… the game goes on 
regardless of the weather”, which is useful 
in winter. Following a win in the finals last 
season, Team Yep was coming first on the 
ladder at the end of the season and was 
hoping to secure another win - and the 
spoils, in the form of some new jerseys!

The semi-finals, followed by the final 
game, were played Thursday May 7. Our 
team, Team Yep, was looking good for a 
repeat of last year’s result winning the 
semi’s against the local team, The Tigers, 
in a close game 8-5. The final game was 
played half an hour later and after another 
close first half, in the end The Raiders 

were too good - taking the win 6-2. As 
we do each week, Team Yep headed to 
the local pub to have a laugh about the 
game and a weekly catch up over a steak.

This season’s winners, The Raiders, 
add: “It’s great to catch up with a good 
group of friends, it’s fun and great for 
fitness, it’s also very social and you meet 
new people” and “it’s also a great way to 
unwind after work”.

New teams can join throughout the 
season, with five players on a court at 
a time and teams able to register with 
reserve players. Individual players can 
also express interest and be assigned 
to a team. 

To register your own team contact 

Nick Hanna on (02) 9317 5602 

or 0425 836 330, or email 

indoorcentral@playsport.com .


