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GLOBAL AFFAIRS DIALOGUES
“Discussion means to break things up, but through dialogue we can develop a shared understanding”  David Bohm 

Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts
280 Pitt Street, Sydney 

(between Park & Bathurst Sts)
T (02) 9262 7300 

 www.sydneymsa.com.auFirst & third Mondays of the month from 7.00pm, �nishing time variable.

 
Discover the environmental impact of war, 
climate change and social strife through �lm and discussion.     

Ben Falkenmire

A Liberal State Government would 
approve the Aboriginal Housing 
Company’s Pemulwuy Project (AHC), 
promote community-minded policing 
in and around Redfern, and would seek 
better transportation infrastructure to 
encourage people to use it.

On a visit to Redfern to talk with the 
SSH, having visited the AHC months 
before at The Block, Opposition Leader 
Barry O’Farrell said he was appalled 
Frank Sartor was now the obstacle to 
the Pemulwuy Project. “Why Sartor 
and the Department of Planning (DoP) 

are standing in the way of the AHC, 
a reputable company with reputable 
directors, who have a vision for Redfern, 
is beyond me,” the MP said. “I think it 
reeks of paternalism, and it’s getting in 
the way of being able to deploy police 
across the region.”

Mr O’Farrell said the AHC’s plans 
address the fundamental problems at 
The Block and called for Sartor and the 
DoP to waive the $60,000 development 
application fee that is currently causing 
a stand-off in activity between the local 
housing company and government. 

Mr O’Farrell, who finished schooling 
in Darwin where he visited Aboriginal 
communities, and took Aboriginal 

studies at university in Canberra, said he 
believes in the right of a local community 
to make decisions for themselves. Not 
knowing the Pemuluwy Project in detail, 
he did say, “There is probably more work 
to be done” on the finer detail.

The father of two and North Shore 
resident said policing in the area had 
dropped off since the State election, 
pointing to statistics showing a 30 per 
cent fall in the number of Redfern police 
men and women. “Whether it’s blitzes 
on highways or in suburbs, it’s a 365-day 
effort,” he said. He supports more local 
patrolling that provides police with a 
“corporate knowledge of the area”.

On public transport, Mr O’Farrell 

compared Sydney to international cities 
and implied people should be walking 
more and using more public transport. 
“We need to be more innovative with 
public transport,” he said, pointing to 
Green Square as an example where 
there are not enough transport options 
for locals. Calling himself the ultimate 
pragmatist, Mr O’Farrell said the private 
sector should be used by government 
for matters like transport and other 
infrastructure, where the community 
gets the most benefit.  

He said he would not support a local 
Redfern injecting room, and that his 
major focus was resurrecting the public 
education system. 

Libs back Pemulwuy,  
more community police 
and more transport Sarah Malik

The former Coordinator of the now 
defunct Community Development 
Employment Program (CDEP) run by 
the Redfern Aboriginal Corporation 
and a  pass ionate  advocate  for 
Indigenous welfare is calling it quits 
after 12 years.

The CDEP program was a not-for 
profit community-managed organisation 
in the inner city, run in conjunction 
with Centrelink. 

It allowed people the opportunity 
to voluntarily give up their welfare 
entitlements in return for working 15-18 
hours a week and earning those benefits. 
It also provided education and skills 
for the long-term unemployed to enter 
the workforce. 

“I was involved with the CDEP since 
1996 in Redfern. I started off as a truck 
driver and CDEP participant,” said Mr 
Weatherill who graduated from the 
scheme to eventually become CDEP 
Coordinator in 2000, helping hundreds 
of others on welfare make the transition 
to full-time employment.

Mr Weatherill felt that being a 
former CDEP participant gave him an 
insight into the plight of the long-term 
unemployed. “I was one of the boys, 
sort of thing. For me it made it easier. 
I understood them. I knew what was 
expected of me,” said Mr Weatherill. 
“Around the Redfern area where a lot of 
people have alcohol problems and drug 
issues, CDEP was used to get people into 
a work ethic.” 

Weatherill and his team would work 
closely in the community to develop 
programs and provide mentoring and 
support for those unable to break the 
welfare cycle. “We’d keep a close eye in 
the first month [on CDEP participants]. 

Passionate 
Indigenous 
advocate 
resigns

continued on page 2

Barry O'Farrell with National Party MP and Redfern resident Duncan Gay   Photo: Ali Blogg
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Cities on the
National Agenda 
Sustainable Sydney 2030 maps out how we can 
significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions as 
part of a holistic approach to planning Sydney’s 
future. Implementing the strategy will require 
partnerships with Government, business and  
the community. 
Together with Lord Mayors from the other capital 
cities, I met with the Prime Minister who committed 
to the establishment of a major cities unit and to 
broad infrastructure programs to revitalise cities. 
I suggested a range of practical projects, identified in 
our Sustainable Sydney 2030 strategy. I promoted the 
concept of tripartite arrangements between Federal, State 
and Local Government to develop better services in areas 
like affordable housing and homelessness. 
The State Government and the City are working in 
partnership to develop a model for an affordable 
housing project at Glebe/Ultimo. This initiates our 
Sustainable Sydney 2030 vision for affordable housing 
for key city workers and contributes to more diverse and 
socially cohesive communities. 
Finally, I am proud of the City’s investment in our 
future through a responsible budget which maintains a 
healthy surplus, contributes to community needs and a 
sustainable and liveable city.

cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
General enquiries and after hours assistance  9265 9333 TTY 9265 9276    council@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
You can subscribe to a number of the City’s online publications at cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/subscribe

Clover Moore MP 
Lord Mayor

July

Public Art
Exciting new City public art projects 
will soon enrich the public domain. 
New works include The Bower by 
Milne and Stonehouse in Redfern 
Street which is due for completion 
mid 2008. 

The City recently began a program to 
catalogue its 200 plus works of art and 
create a public art website which will 
feature self guided walking tours to be 
launched later this year in conjunction 
with our arts festival, Art & About.

Image: Artist impression of The Bower  
by Milne and Stonehouse in Redfern Street 

Homelessness 
Brokerage 
Program
The City recently extended 
its contract with YWCA 
which assists homeless 
people to purchase 
accommodation, or offers 
other support to people 
in the early stages of 
crisis to prevent them 
becoming entrenched in 
the homelessness cycle.

The initiative is part of the 
City’s Homelessness Strategy 
2007-12, and is jointly 
funded by Housing NSW. For 
information call the Homeless 
Persons Information Centre 
on 1800 234 566.

City supports disaster 
relief in Burma & China
Responding to assist those in need, the 
City presented a $100,000 donation to 
the Australian Red Cross China Sichuan 
Earthquake Appeal and $100,000 to 
the Australian Red Cross Myanmar 
(Burma) Cyclone Appeal. These funds will 
assist relief and recovery efforts in affected 
communities, provide specialist aid workers, 
food, water and medical supplies. Residents 
can give generously to the Australian Red 
Cross Appeals at redcross.org.au

Inner South 
Community Forum
Community Forums are a 
chance to discuss local issues 
with Councillors, Council staff 
and agencies such as police.  

Inner South (Eveleigh, Redfern 
and Waterloo) Wednesday 2 July,  
6.00pm to 8.30pm at Redfern 
Town Hall, 73 Pitt Street, Redfern.

For information visit   
cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
meetings or call 9265 9333.

Clover Moore, Housing Minister Matt Brown,  
Premier Morris Iemma, and Minister Verity Firth commit  

to work together on the Affordable Housing project

Business Awards 2008
Nominations are now open for the fifth annual 
City of Sydney Business Awards. Promoting 
and supporting the contribution of small and 
medium businesses to our community, the 
awards embrace our vision for a green, global 
and connected city. A new award recognises 
excellence in environmental business, and the 
event will demonstrate sustainable business 
practices through a carbon neutral awards dinner 
on 27 August. Local businesses are encouraged 
to participate, with nominations and voting closing 
on 25 July. Visit sydneybusinessawards.com.au

King Street cycleway
During consultation for Sustainable Sydney 2030, 97 per cent 
of people said they want the City to take urgent action to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increasing safer cycling 
opportunities is a practical response. 
The first new separated cycleway is now under construction in King 
Street in the CBD. The City’s Cycling Strategy will increase the cycling 
network by about 200km, with up to 55km of safe, separated cycleways. 
For information visit cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

NAIDOC  
Week 2008
NAIDOC Week is a 
chance to celebrate 
the history, culture 
and achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people.
The City is coordinating 
a range of cultural events 
between 6 -13 July to 
celebrate, including 
a march, flag raising 
ceremony, library events, 
art exhibition and family 
market day. The theme for 
2008 is “Advance Australia 
Fair?”, encouraging people 
to reflect on the Australian 
principle of a “Fair go” and 
consider the inequalities 
still experienced by 
Indigenous Australians. 
For information visit 
cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
whatson
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News

Armed robbery at bowling club – Erskineville
Police are appealing for information following an alleged armed robbery 
committed at a bowling club in Erskineville last month. Detectives have been 
told two men entered the club in Fox Street and produced a firearm, demanding 
cash from the two staff members present. It’s believed two further men involved 
were waiting outside the club while the incident took place. Neither of the staff 
members were harmed, however the four men escaped with an amount of cash 
and one staff member’s handbag. They fled in a vehicle that was parked in 
nearby Ashmore Street.
 
 
Jackie Orszaczky Tribute in Budapest’s 
National Concert Hall 
Many people in the inner city have enjoyed the music of Jackie Orszaczky. 
Jackie, who headlined the fundraiser for this newspaper last year, passed 
away earlier this year. Many of his mates went to Hungary in April to play 
in a concert in Jackie Orszaczky’s country of birth and in his home town 
of Budapest. His friend Anthony Kable, who also played at the concert in 
April, reports: “As well as celebrating his incredible music, it was a chance 
to reunite the musical family Jack had fostered here and in Hungary over 
so many years. Longtime Australian band members formed the core of the 
concert. Hamish Stuart on drums, David Symes on bass as well as trombonists 
James Greening and Anthony Kable were joined by Matt McMahon on piano, 
Ben Rogers on guitar and backing vocalists Juanita Tippens, Kristen Cornwell 
and Mahalia Barnes. Augmented by a string quartet and woodwind player 
from Hungary, the night also featured guests from Jack’s rich musical past 
– blues guitarist Tibor Tatrai, jazz pianist Szakcsi Bela and flautist Mihaly 
Raduly. Through it all, evoking every essence of Jack’s spirit was Tina Harrod, 
preaching the wonderful blues and soul that audiences knew so well in 
Australia. To finish the night, there were epic rearrangements of Syrius classics, 
sung by Tina, with the whole band channelling the ambitious, seat-of-your-

pants chaos of a classic Orszaczky gig.”
 
 
Robert Domm appointed CEO of Harbour 
Foreshore Authority
Planning Minister Frank Sartor has announced the appointment of 
Mr Robert Domm as the new CEO of the Sydney Harbour Foreshore 
Authority (commencing July 21), which has responsibility for managing 
The Rocks and Darling Harbour along with other key waterfront sites such 
as the new Ballast Point Park. In the short to medium term Mr Domm will 
retain his job at the RWA to see through a number of major projects.
 
 
Sartor defends the indefensible 
The bill introducing the changes to the planning laws in NSW has now passed 
in spite of massive community opposition. In a North Shore paper last month 
the Planning Minister explained the changes in the following way: “A couple of 
years ago, as part of an extension to my house in southern Sydney, I decided 
to install a rainwater tank. The plumber informed me that he couldn’t install 
the tank in the location I wanted, over a sewerage line, as this was not allowed 
under statewide rules. The experience explained to me the benefits of clearly 
understood public policy. While my plumber knew the rules, because they were 
the same across NSW, most NSW homeowners don’t really know with any 
certainty what sort of home they, or their neighbour, could build. “The local 
planning process is a slow and tortuous ‘lucky dip’. Neighbouring councils 
have many wildly different rules for innocuous additions such as barbecues, 
solar hot water and swimming pools, for no clear reason. “The problems get 
worse for renovations and entirely new homes. Our research shows it often 
takes months and years to get the simplest extension approved, yet 68 per cent 
of all applications in the State involve building work of less than $100,000 in 
value. These are not developers, but ordinary people who want to get on with 
their lives. “The draft NSW Housing Code aims to return clarity, honesty and 
timeliness for ordinary people. It has been designed so that only small-scale, 
low-impact proposals, which do not undermine neighbour amenity, can 
get through in 10 days. For anything else, you need to lodge a development 
application with the Council. The idea is that neighbours will know up front 
what can be built next door, reducing friction. “Victoria and Western Australia 
have had complying residential codes in place for many years and South 
Australia will do the same. NSW already has 11 per cent of all development 
approved as complying development and our target is more modest than 
other states. Contrary to some claims, the planning reform bills now before 
parliament do not provide for complying codes and do not affect existing 
heritage preservation rules. The codes are being prepared under existing 
laws. The demolition of heritage-listed buildings and those in conservation 
areas cannot be approved by certifiers.” If you want to respond email us at 
editor@ ssh.com.au .
 
 
A personal note 
This column and myself are taking a holiday until the October issue later 
this year, so friends, Take care!

 HAVE YOU HEARD?  

THE FAST NEWS
 WITH TREVOR DAVIES

Christine Dellenty

A dangerous intersection in Sydney’s 
CBD remains an ongoing hazard despite 
the new zebra crossing being painted 
there late last month.

Local residents and business owners 
have expressed long-term concerns for 
pedestrians attempting to cross at the 
corner of Elizabeth and Randle Streets in 
Surry Hills, where buses, taxis and cars 
are seen speeding through the intersection 
everyday.

Chairman of the Surry Hills Business 
Alliance, Brian Adams, said: “We’ve been 
complaining about that crossing for 10 
years and nothing has been done.”

However, a City of Sydney spokesper-
son says the Council has made numerous 
improvements to assist pedestrians. “A 
marked pedestrian crossing was installed 
late last month on Randle Street at the 
Elizabeth Street intersection to enhance 
pedestrian facilities and to increase driver 
awareness of pedestrians using the loca-
tion to cross.”

Mr Adams says the zebra crossing 
was only placed at the intersection to 
alleviate the “bad publicity” surrounding 
it: “They put a painted crosswalk there 
three or four weeks ago but the majority 
of cars still don’t stop. The aggression is 
very unreal.”

Deputy Lord Mayor Tony Pooley said: 
“I understand the concern of residents 

and businesses and the increasing con-
cern of that pedestrian crossing. We need 
to come up with a package of measures 
to reduce driver speed and improve 
pedestrian visibility but the solutions 
aren’t easy.”

Mr Adams says the zebra crossing is 
just a “bandaid solution” that has not 
reduced the speed of traffic turning from 
the corner of Elizabeth Street and into 
Randle Street.

“Yes, we have a zebra crossing now, 
but the council needs to bring the traffic 
lights a couple metres back to this inter-
section because drivers zip through and 
don’t even think about stopping for any 
pedestrians. It is a death trap to people 
trying to cross everyday.”

Nicholas McCallum

The tranquil existence of Darlington 
residents may be in further jeopardy 
from the proposed development of the 
North Eveleigh site. Its tiny streets, 
already clogged with the car and foot 
traffic stemming from Sydney Univer-
sity, are facing further increases. 

As it stands, there is no real solution 
to the problem of access to the proposed 
site. If the development goes ahead the 
main access point to the site’s commercial 
precinct will be through Shepherd Street. 
The prospect is a considerable cause for 
concern to the street’s residents.

On any weekday during the university 
semester, Shepherd Street becomes 
crowded with the foot traffic of students 
making their way to and from Redfern Sta-
tion. Coupled with the parking that lines 

both sides of the apparent two-way street, 
any further increase in the local population 
will make it even harder to navigate. 

The mix of residential and commercial 
on the site could see the population of the 
local area experience daily increases of 
up to 6000 people. The Redfern Waterloo 
Authority’s proposed access to the North 
Eveleigh area through the junction of 
Wilson and Shepherd Streets will lead 
to drastic problems for through traffic. 
Shepherd Street is already too narrow in 
parts for two cars to pass through and with 
a further 6000 people in the area it would 
be impossible to manage. 

One Shepherd Street resident, Toby 
Brennan, said that local residents feel the 
RWA’s solution of adjusting the cycle of the 
traffic lights to have a continuous flow of 
cars is too optimistic. 

“They need a blank sheet approach 
to the site,” he said, criticising the 

synopsis that was put forward by the 
RWA. Mr Brennan recognised that, with 
a primary school on Golden Grove and 
Codrington Road running though the 
University there is great difficulty in find-
ing any real alternative route. 

He is also indignant toward the 
authorities and institutions that operate 
in the local area and Sydney Council’s 
laissez-faire attitude toward parking. The 
Council hoped that, by imposing limits on 
parking spaces in the university, it would 
limit the amount of cars entering the area, 
but that has only led to an overflow into 
surrounding streets, and that just isn’t 
fair for Darlington residents, he said. The 
problem is sure to increase once the site 
is completed.

 “We’re the meat in the sandwich,” 
he added, “And North Eveleigh and the 
University are two incredibly big pieces 
of bread.” 

A dangerous intersection

Shepherd Street in trouble 

Trevor Davies will be standing for election as a member of the City 

of Sydney Council and will therefore be vacating his position as a 

Co-Editor of the South Sydney Herald at least until after the election.

New pedestrian crossing at Elizabeth and Randle Streets, Surry Hills   Photo: Ali Blogg

Toby Brennan in Shepherd Street   Photo: Ali Blogg


