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Protesters outside Tanya Plibersek’s office in Surry Hills Photo: Supplied .-

Emissions reduction target
“not nearly good enough”

Flint Duxfield

A string of protests took place
across the inner city last month as
Sydneysiders voiced their opposition
to the Federal Government’s
announcement of a 2020 emissions
reduction target of five per cent.

Local residents and environmentalists
chanted, “We didn’t vote for five per
cent” outside the offices of Labor
MPs Tanya Plibersek and Peter Garrett
and the Government’s Phillip Street
offices.

Lindsay Soutar of Climate Action
Newtown (which organised the “step
in” at Ms Plibersek’s office with the
Balmain-Rozelle Climate Group) said
many people thought the Government
had let them down. “This target betrays
the Government’s election promise to
act as a global leader on climate policy
and the claim that the Government is
serious about averting runaway climate
change,” said Ms Soutar.

Even some of the ALP’s own
supporters spoke out against the targets.
“I’'m a good Labor Party member,
but let’s be honest, five per cent is
not nearly good enough,” said Barrie
McMabhon, a retiree from Darlington.
“It’s a minimalist target picked to get
the support of an Opposition who don’t
really want to move on climate change
anyway,” he said.

Not everyone reacted with gloom to
the targets. Tim Davies of Newtown
said he was impressed to see a target
being set at all. “I can see room for
improvement but five per cent is
enough at this stage,” said Mr Davies,
who is a member of the Labor Party’s

Newtown branch.

But Chippendale resident and member
of the Sydney Greens, James Diak, who
attended the protests at the Federal
Government’s Phillip Street offices,
disagreed: “In terms of carbon dioxide
concentration, 450 parts per million
(ppm) is really the maximum ceiling
for safety, and a five per cent agreement
would push us to over 650ppm which is
not just dangerous climate change but
devastating climate change.”

Similar protests were witnessed
outside the Botany office of Peter
Garrett where protestors dressed as sea
creatures theatrically depicted the death
of the Great Barrier Reef.

Federal Opposition Leader Malcolm
Turnbull was also targeted by the
community protests with around
30 people taking part in a parade of
Merchant Bankers for Coal.

Damien Lawson, climate change
campaigner with Friends of the Earth,
said the protests were an expression
of the community’s disgust with the
Government’s climate change policy.

“If Kevin Rudd doesn’t have the
brains or the ticker to choose the [Great
Barrier] Reef, the wetlands and the
people over coal and other polluting
industries, then he should get out of the
way,” said Mr Lawson.

Community climate groups are now
planning for a climate action summit in
Canberra on February 3 to coincide with
the first sitting day of Parliament.

Thousands of people are expected to
attend the four-day summit which will
culminate in the creation of a human
chain around Parliament House in an
effort to encourage the Government to
raise its 2020 target to 40 per cent. ssu

Redfern activist calls for
climate justice
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Patricia Corowa ponders the future of the Pacific Photo: Ali Blogg

The Rudd Government’s failure
to adopt adequate greenhouse gas
emission targets may prove devastating
for Pacific Islanders, according to
Aboriginal and Islander activist
Patricia Corowa.

“Australia reaps the economic benefits
of being the world’s highest per capita
polluter, while sovereign island nations
like the economically disadvantaged
Tuvalu, Kiribati, Tonga and Samoa watch
rising seas sweep through their houses,”
she says.

As a third-generation South Sea
Islander or “saltwater Murroona woman,”
Ms Corowa has always had a “strong
sense and knowledge of country”.

The retired Sydney airport customs
officer, and grandmother of one, says
she has been an Aboriginal and Islander

activist since age 10, when remote
Indigenous communities were persecuted
by white settlers. During the 1970s Ms
Corowa founded several pivotal welfare
organisations including the Victorian
Aboriginal Health Service.

Now living in Redfern, sahe is a strong
advocate of climate justice for resource-
poor Oceania nations and believes the
Australian Government, as the dominant
regional power, is bound by a duty of
care for them. “I am not persuaded that
there has been serious or even basic
discussion about the rights of small
Pacific Island nations under threat,” she
says. “The situation [of many Islanders]
is alarming.”

Tuvalu is one such struggling island
nation. Made up of reef islands and atolls,
the low-lying land is a mere five metres
above sea level at its highest point and
has few natural resources. With less than
100 tourists visiting annually, Tuvalu’s

weak economy is heavily dependent upon
foreign aid.

Yet industrialised countries refuse
to adequately curb their consumption
of dwindling resources or restrain
greenhouse gas production, factors that
could eventually result in the nation’s
complete submersion, Ms Corowa
argues.

Ms Corowa says the displacement
of Pacific Islanders contravenes Article
12 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, which enshrines the
right of every person to a home. “I
contend that unrestrained greenhouse
gas production by Australia and other
economically developed countries for
their own advantage constitutes arbitrary
interference,” Ms Corowa says.

“When Australians sing ‘our home is
girt by sea’ do they really understand that
sea includes three great oceans ... with
Indigenous Islander societies?” SSH
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Resident action groups resist over-development

Jo Holder

Throughout the City there are
resident action groups that over the
years have played very important roles
in the struggle against inappropriate
development. Jo Holder gives a brief
history of two of those groups.

Several of today’s resident action
groups have their origins in the proud
fight for heritage and environment
protection and affordable inner-city
housing which led to the famous Green
Bans and the building of the ’Loo,
Waterloo and Glebe Housing Estates.
Darlinghurst Resident Action Group
(DRAG), Residents of Woolloomooloo
(ROW) and Woolloomooloo Residents
Action Group (run by the late Nellie
Leonard) formed in 1973 to fight alongside
Jack Mundey’s BLF, other unionists and
church leaders like Edmund Campion.
The fourth group was the more short-
lived Victoria Street RAG associated with
Juanita Nielson. The other long-standing
group is the Millers Point mob (MRAG)
which still meets on a monthly basis in
the Older Women’s Network Building
(former Baby Health Centre) in Millers
Point.

The first convenors of DRAG were artist
Margaret Grafton (who made the great
tapestry work on the history of Sisters of
Charity on show at St Vincent’s and the
NSW Coat of Arms Tapestry in the new

Parliament Foyer for architect Andrew
Andersons) and architect Colin James,
honorary architectural advocate for The
’Loo residents. Local historian Honora
Wilkinson and artist Brenda Humble are
former secretaries of ROW. In 1977 the
groups took part in the official opening
for the first restorations under the Housing
Commission Woolloomooloo Renewal
Project.

The groups worked together for many
years to keep the diversity and tolerance
for which the area is famous. The early
action groups in the Rocks, The 'Loo
and Darlo and South Sydney formed a
coalition. The late Marg Barry and Brenda
Humble continued the tradition of a
progressive social alliance and set up the
Inner City Council of Social Services still
based in Waterloo.

DRAG’s focus is on planning and traffic
issues, protection of landmark sites like
St John’s Church, Sacred Heart Church
and the Caritas Mental Health facility in
Taylor Square. In 2004 it worked with
the National Trust and Art Deco Society
to win recognition for the heritage value
of Art Deco Neon in Darlinghurst Road
and encouraged City Council to initiate
a Neon Precinct.

All groups worked together under the
banner of Action City East in 2005 to
oppose public road closures associated
with the infamous Cross City Tunnel.
We won re-openings of 12 of the 72 road
closures and obstructions.

Jack Mundey and Jo Holder Photo: Supplied

Our alliance history continues with
the initiation of the Community ACCORD
which promotes responsible service and
consumption of alcohol in August 2008. A
second forum on the alcohol crisis in the
inner city is in its planning stages.

On Remembrance Day, November
11 2006, artist and "Loo local Jeanette
Ravett organised a day commemorating
the saving of Woolloomooloo from
development. There were talks, an
exhibition and BBQ. Green Bans leader

Jack Mundey, then secretary of the
Builders’ Labourers’ Federation, and Tom
Uren, former Federal Housing Minister,

spoke.
All SSH readers could take heart and
act for the future! SsH

Vegies on display at the Christmas Market Photo: Adrian Emilsen

Good turnout for RWA
Christmas Market

Geoff Turnbull

The RWA Christmas Market was well
supported with many people turning
out to take a look and buy in the lead
up to Christmas.

The RWA reported receiving much
good feedback. Most people seemed to
be walking to the site from around the
area or from the station although local
residents say that the area was parked
out and that many were walking from
cars parked around the area. Locals also
say there were problems at the entrance
to North Eveleigh as people tried to enter
the park. The market seemed to have a
big impact on the Darlington shops with
café use and paper sales well down and
little new passing trade.

The RWA proposes a weekly Farmer’s
Market between 8am and 1pm on the site
from February 28. It will be interesting to
see the take up for the weekly farmer’s
market. There were certainly people who
were delighted to be able to get saltbush
lamb at Eveleigh but there were also
people who turned up expecting to buy
vegetables who did not because of the
restricted range and high prices. Public

housing tenants certainly won’t be
coming down to buy their vegies if the
prices do not improve in February.

This was the first market at the site so
we should expect some teething problems
and hopefully the RWA will have learned
a lot from the initial experience. This was
also a Christmas Market so you cannot
expect weekly farmer’s markets to look
like the Christmas Market.

The RWA is also planning Sunday
markets from 9am to 2pm. Currently on
the drawing board is a monthly Artisan’s
Market with options for other Sunday
markets being considered. In the week
before the RWA market CarriageWorks
hosted the Finders Keepers craft market
which reportedly was also well attended
demonstrating good potential for an
artisan’s market. ssH
More information about the markets will be
available in the lead up to February 28 on
www.eveleighmarkets.com.au .

Community organisations interested
in making use of the free community
fund raising stall to be available at
each market should contact Denny
Hall at the RWA on 9202 9100.
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HAVE YOU HEARD?

THE FAST NEWS

WITH TREVOR DAVIES

Housing NSW a slum landlord

Last year we carried a number of stories about the appalling condition of public
housing and the same neglect by the State Government this year doesn’t look any
better. The Central Courier, January 7 2009, tells of a block of units (and shows
pictures) of public housing in Waterloo where a corridor was awash with effluent
and left like that for four months. I wonder if Minister Borger would put up with sh-t
for a day, let alone four months.

One women's magazine worth reading

Marie Claire (one of the better women’s magazines) February edition carries an
amazing story about a local Redfern woman, Belinda Carr, who now works at
Mudgin-Gal Women’s Centre. Her story is one of a journey from shooting up heroin
on the Block. Now clean for seven years, Belinda, says Marie Claire, “is living proof
that even the most dismal addicts can turn their life around”. She works for a service
station and a day a week at the Mudgin-Gal “where she lends an empathetic ear and
gives heartfelt encouragement to women in trouble”.

Surry Hills first with a small bar

The campaign for small bars seems to have been finally won. John Wardle, who has
campaigned very hard for the changes to legislation to allow small bars, recently sent
out an email proudly announcing Sydney’s first small bar. It’s in Crown Street, Surry
Hills and will feature live blues and jazz on Sundays 7-10pm, with an in-house grand
piano. Wardle explains: “The venue has a restaurant liquor license with a primary
service authorisation (PSA) pending. PSA is a recent introduction to NSW liquor laws
where restaurants can now serve a drink without a meal.”

Henderson Road revolts

The residents of Henderson Road were issued a notice last month about a DA for
three satellite antennas on the roof of the Australian Technology Park. One of the
residents said, “I don’t quite understand why they would be putting through an
application for the installation of the antennas when the building is already in
progress. I would have thought that this application would be incorporated with the
original development application as part of the building.” The residents are asking
questions about the impact of radiation on those nearby and they are concerned
about traffic and parking in the area.

Unauthorised roller shutters trash the ambience of
Kings Cross

The SSH has expressed concern over the years about the use of roller shutters for
shops on Redfern Street. One headline for the article, I think, read “Redfern Street
Baghdad by night” - and that was before the Council amalgamation in 2004.

The amalgamation happened and people hoped for an improvement. Andrew
Woodhouse, President of the Potts Point and Kings Cross Heritage Conservation
Society, points out in a recent media release the relevant planning control. The South
Sydney LEP, covering the Potts Point and Kings Cross areas, Part F, design criteria
section 5.2, states unequivocally: “Solid roller shutter doors are not permitted.
Transparent or open grill shutters are permitted if located behind the shop front.”
Andrew cites seven places in the Cross where there have been DAs approved with
roller door shutters. We will have a full report next month.

Talent at the Redfern Community Centre

Redfern Community Centre’s music studio proudly launched its new CD Songbird
Calling on Friday November 28 at Redfern Community Centre. Its media release
tells us that: “Songbird Calling is a dynamic compilation of fresh new songs from
artists local to Redfern who have been making good use of the recording studio and
the music programs available at the Centre since it first opened adjacent to “The
Block’ in 2005. Songbird Calling, the second compilation album from Studio RCC,
particularly highlights the diverse talents of local Aboriginal and Torres Islander
singers and songwriters, new and well known. Included on the CD are other great
local artists and community performers whose contributions beautifully complement
the voice of the album. What is achieved is a strong compilation of original songs
from Redfern Community Centre that have a lot to say. All the performers and
musicians, often in collaboration with each other, have worked with professional
support to produce great recordings of great songs. Presenting a range of ages and
styles the 13-track CD includes the artists: Dave Quinlan, Wire MC and Choo Choo,
Nadeena Dixon, Lawrence Barlow (Lollipop), Cathy Stanley, Tim Bishop, Bryan
Wymarra, Block Brothers, Rhubee Neale, The Dreamtime Brothers, Common Ground,
Ricky Emmerton, Dr Greenthumb and Block Harmony.” If you want to hear some
genuinely talented Musos, drop in at the City of Sydney’s Neighbourhood Service
Centre, 158 Redfern Street, Redfern. Your donation of $15 goes directly to funding
future initiatives of support to local music artists developing their craft at Redfern
Community Centre.

Redfern gets another IGA store at Souths

Geoff Turnbull, in his Redfern Waterloo updates, tells us that “Souths Leagues Club
has revealed the supermarket to be included in the club’s refurbishment will be

an IGA supermarket. Souths say it has tenants lined up for the building when it
opens. In addition to running the café on Redfern Park, Souths is also looking for a
‘Signature Chef” as part of their plan to attract people to the area for functions and
good dining at the renovated Club.”

Housing NSW has some heart

You may remember the Age Pension flats in Darlington where the residents were
campaigning for an intercom in the complex. Well, good news! They have now been
promised it will finally happen in February. We will keep you informed.

Burgmann in Glebe

campaigning for Obama

Andrew Collis

On January 19, Labor Councillor
Dr Meredith Burgmann, was guest
speaker at a fundraiser for the NSW
group of ANTaR (Australians for
Native Title and Reconciliation). The
event took place upstairs at the Harold
Park Hotel in Glebe. Ms Burgmann
recounted experiences of a recent
visit to Portsmouth, New Hampshire,
where she helped out during the final
weeks of Barack Obama’s presidential
campaign.

A long-time and active campaigner for
social justice, Ms Burgmann was clearly
inspired by her “holiday” in the United
States. “The campaign was incredibly
inclusive,” she said. “As soon as we arrived
[the Australian contingent of eight] we
were given various tasks - door-knocking,
poster-making, data entry, and what the
Americans call ‘visibility” duties.”

The latter entailed standing on a street
corner with placards, in the freezing
cold. “It was interesting,” Ms Burgmann
explained. “In the final stages of the
campaign little effort is made to convince
voters one way or another. In the context
of non-compulsory voting, it’s all about
identifying your voters and making sure
they vote.”

Ms Burgmann’s presentation,
punctuated by slides and humorous asides
(campaigning coincided with Halloween
celebrations!), was structured according

to observed differences between the
electoral systems of the United States and
Australia. American peculiarities include
non-compulsory voting, voter registration
(which enables US voters to take part
in the “primaries” which determine
candidates), inconsistent polling hours
and procedures (“in every town a
different practice”), weekday as opposed
to weekend voting, no preferential
voting, and no paid officials to oversee
proceedings on election day.

“I was quite surprised by much of
it,” Ms Burgmann said. “I'd have to say,
that in each case, I prefer the Australian
system. Compulsory voting forces parties
to make policies for all the people,
including minorities. Weekday voting is
simply discriminatory - so many people
can’t get time off work in order to vote.”

“On election day we’d get information
as to which of our registered voters had
voted. At the end of the day we’d wait
outside in the dark for people to return
from work, then bundle them into the
van and off to the polling booth,” she
recalled.

There were positives, too. “We were
given just one instruction with regard
to our work - no negative campaigning.
And I was impressed by the hospitality we
received. I don’t think there was a night
we weren’t invited to somebody’s home
for dinner.” The Australian volunteers
were treated to fine cuisine - from lobsters
to quintessentially American peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches.

Sixty-two per cent of eligible voters
turned out to vote on November 4.
Normally, the percentage is in the low
50s. “The volunteers worked so hard,” Ms
Burgmann said. “One woman beside me
on election night just cried and cried - she
was so relieved and happy.”

Ms Burgmann was impressed by the
Democrat candidates, including Barack
Obama (of course). “Obama did all his
fundraising outside of the public funding
system,” she noted. “The Obama for
President organisation is staying on,”
she added. “It’s more to the left of the
Democrat party as a whole, so will stay on
as a pressure group to help the president.
I think that’s a good thing.”

The evening concluded with a raffle
and prizes including a “dress-up doll”
Barack Obama fridge magnet and rare
Obama-Biden placards.

ANTaR NSW Co-ordinator, Kate
Aubrey-Poiner, was very pleased with
the fundraiser. “Obama’s election is a
very significant event in world history.
He overcame huge odds to be elected
as America’s first African-American
President,” she said. “Meredith’s address
on the eve of the inauguration analysed
the importance of the event, not only for
the US but more broadly for societies
around the world.” SSH
For information on ANTaR NSW
visit www.antar.org.au
or email Kate Aubrey-Poiner:
kate@antar.org.au .

Supermarket development rejected by court

Relief for some, as a community’s
battle to keep The Hive in Erskineville
free of development, comes to an end. An
appeal by developer, Arto Management,
was unsuccessful in the Land and
Environment Court. The Council had
earlier rejected the application for a
two-storey supermarket on Erskineville
Road, as a result of the proposal’s scale,
intensity, traffic generation and adverse
impact on the village.

Commissioner Trevor Bly said the
$12 million development would create
significant traffic consequences and erode
the amenity and character of Erskineville

village.

“The planning controls at Erskineville
are designed to encourage smaller scale
retail to service the local area and hence
retain a village quality. A large supermarket
would have changed the area’s character
and generated significant traffic on the
village’s already congested streets,” said
Deputy Lord Mayor Marcelle Hoff, after
the court made its decision on Tuesday
January 13.

It has been over 15 months since the
application was first seen by local residents.
Paul Howard, from Friends of Erskineville
community group, says the City Council
needs to be a bit more realistic and
pragmatic about these developments.

“The Council policy on development

applications needs to be reviewed. As it
is now, the Council need only to notify
residents within a 75-metre radius of a
proposed development,” Mr Howard says.
He says the guidelines are not appropriate
when the development is a two-storey,
2,138 square metre building.

Mr Howard says Erskineville has a
group of very passionate people who
will jealously guard sites where the
development proposal is inappropriate.
“The community needs to band together
when we are up against big corporations
with lots of resources,” he says.

On the day of the court hearing, 250
people in the community made their
presence felt at the site of the unsuccessful
development. SsH
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Signs of the times

John August

Sydney City Council is
clamping down on organisations
putting up posters “illegally”

- and those organistations
claim it’s an obstruction of
free speech. Yes, I suppose it’s
“illegal”. But should it be?

The Council says it removes 340,000
posters a year at a cost of $6 million.
Still, advertisers have a monopoly on
“legal” advertising, which we also
have to pay for. But what’s so different
between companies and individuals
who put up posters or signs?

And, much as we might pay for
their removal, there’s some benefit. But
there’s a difference between nightclubs
and other for-profit businesses,
compared to community and advocacy
groups with limited budgets. Are they
truly abusing the environment, or are
they doing what they can within their
means? It’s sad the advertising firms’
monopoly locks out such groups.

But let’s not be naive. Nightclubs
and other businesses poster not
because they’re struggling to make their
message known, but rather because
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its a cheap way of advertising for
business. And look at those “legal”
poles. They put up not just one poster,
but several - squeezing out others as
only competitive businesses can.

And, while many put up posters,
few bother to take them down. I
know a friend who impressed some
locals when he took down a nailed
sign after the election. Most put
them up and then forget them.

Freedom of speech is a slippery
notion. US Supreme Court Judge, Oliver
Wendell Holmes Jr., believed in the free
market ideas not for the benefit of the
speaker, but rather for everyone else.
The truth or the best policy arises out of
the competition of widely various ideas
in free, transparent public discourse.

Pursuing a different aspect, one
protester thought freedom of speech
changed when only some people
have megaphones - “Of course
it does!” was his comment.

We benefit seeing these posters,
much as the groups are trying to get
their point across. Yes. We benefit
from councils running their finances
well, and recovering their costs. We
also benefit from the city being a
place where communication can

Each year in Australia up to 35 children under 5 drown, around half in backyard
pools. To make sure you know what to do in the event of an emergency, Royal
Life Saving NSW are offering a copy for you and a friend of their new CPR in

a box learning toolkit as the major prize.

Other prizes include Royal Life Saving packs with supervision hats, sunscreen,
a whistle, fun games for families to play in the pool plus first aid kits for you

Royal Life Saving and PoolWerx are also offering every reader a free
checklist so you can do your own home pool safety check. To make sure
no one you love becomes a statistic, make this weekend your Home
Pool Safety Weekend by using the free checklist to ensure your fence is
in working order and the area around it is safe for small children. You can
get a free checklist by visiting www.homepoolsafety.com.au

The best ways to keep your children or grandchildren safe are to supervise

the child, provide barriers to water locations, familiarise your child with water

PoolWerx’s John O’Brien says backyard pools are being targeted to ensure
they are healthy, safe swimming environments — pointing out that you cannot
put a price on saving lives.

Visit www.homepoolsafety.com.au

To try and win one of our great prizes all you need to do is send email with
subject heading Pool Safety Promotion to editor@ssh.com.au
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take place under the formal legal and

financial radar. Probably more than

the benefits of “legal” advertising.
OK, there’s a cost. The cost of

pollution, of clearing it away. Perhaps

it makes sense to levy a charge on

those who do it. Wonder if it would

be less than hiring advertising

from those with a monopoly on it?

But, within reason, I don’t mind

as a ratepayer paying for it. ssH

The opinions expressed are

those of the author.

Volunteers sought
for street count

The next City of Sydney
Street Count will take place on
Tuesday morning February 17.

The Homelessness Unit is seeking
enthused volunteers to join its
workers at odd hours of the morning
to carry out a count of people who
are sleeping rough across the City
of Sydney Local Government Area.

Over 350 people were counted
sleeping rough acros the LGA in the
August 2008 street count. With the
benefit of lessons learned during
the first count and warmer, less
inclement weather this time (it
is hoped) the Homelessness Unit
is keen to see if there will be any
major changes in the numbers of
people sleeping rough in February.

In the last count, 165 people
gave their time to assist with the
count. The goal for February is
200 volunteers! This number will

EVERYONE CAN BE A LIFESAVER

PoolWerx and Royal Life Saving have teamed up to give you the
chance to win some great prizes to support their Home Pool
Safety campaign, aimed at preventing backyard pool drowning
deaths in 0 to four year olds.

enable the Unit to count some of
the areas that it was unable to
get to last time such as Glebe.

With the release of the White
Paper on Homelessness the Federal
Government has committed itself,
and Council, to specific targets in
relation to reducing homelessness.
The street count will be one
way of measuring the impacts of
policy changes and the adequacy
of resources at a local level. SsH
If you are interested in volunteering
or just keen to find out more, visit the
Council website where you will also find
the registration form and volunteer
manual. www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
Community/HomelessnessServices/
StreetCount.asp
Contact Katie Price, Homelessness
Project Coordinator, on 9265 9667
or kprice@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
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