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LEASING ATP - HERITAGE LOST?

In its recent mini-budget, the NSW
Government announced its plans to
privatise the Australian Technology Park
(ATP) - 13.9 hectares of industrial space
within cooee of the city centre.

Like Sydney’s dams, the state coffers are
in deep need of liquidity, but in light of the
unprecedented public purchases of private
debt around the world, it is perhaps time
to question governments’ privatisation
reflexes. The global financial crisis is much
more than monetary. It is a crisis of values.
The history of the ATP is a lesson in how
society’s values have changed.

In the 1880s original thought and
knowledge were valued for their inherit
worth, and Eveleigh was an important
centre of steam technology transfer.
Universities established the ATP to promote
innovation and excellence in the fields of
science and technology. In more recent
decades, since knowledge has often been
forced to justify itself in economic terms,
the site has become a publicly-owned
business park and, now, it will soon be a
privately-owned investment.

ATP will be a business park. There is
a valid question about what happens to
the University’s involvement on the site

Kate Lamb & Andrew Collis

Café and restaurant owners in
South Sydney are feeling disgruntled
about the introduction of new food
administration fees by the City of
Sydney Council. The Council has
announced an annual fee of $240
on top of the pre-existing $85 fee for
health inspections.

Martin Sheiban, owner-operator
of Badde Manors, an historic café on
Glebe Point Road, has endured the
inconvenience of recent road-works,
and would like to know what the new
fee is actually for. “Ninety per cent of
the time, the health inspectors say the
same thing. It’s very repetitive,” Mr
Sheiban explains. “If we’re breaking
the law, then fine us,” he says.

Of particular concern is the
confrontational nature of health
inspections. “We contend with dirt and
dust as a result of the road-works, and

and if the innovation activities which
were initiated when it was a technology
park will continue long-term under a more
general business park model.

Geoff Turnbull of REDWatch, and
Guido Gouverneur of Wrought Artworks
(a blacksmithing business at ATP)
are saddened to see examples of rare
Victorian-era steam technology left
out to rust in the grounds of the park.
“Other cities would surely treasure this
stuff,” says Mr Gouverneur. “It can still
be restored.”

“If this is how government is treating
protected heritage equipment under its
control what will it do to stop a private
operator scrapping the remaining ATP
heritage equipment after privatisation?”
Mr Turnbull asked.

Local Councillor, John Mclnerney, is
concerned that ATP will be sold without
defined development restrictions, putting
the area’s heritage value at risk. Regardless
of whether ATP is sold to Sydney
University or to other private hands,
Mclnerney wants an agreed-upon master
plan for development.

Sydney City Council has objected to
the current draft plan on the grounds
that it makes a mockery of the heritage
buildings. The privatisation itself has not
come into question. ssH

it would be good to have some support.
When the street fair was imminent,
suddenly the work in the street was
completed. Fifty additional workers
were employed. The rest of the time,
it’s been so slow. The road has been
ripped up four times!”

Owner of Café Ella on Abercrombie
Street, Darlington, Peter Borbilas, is
fed up with the multitude of Council
charges. These include Council
rates four times that of a residence,
compulsory insurance to cover potential
footpath injuries and the privatisation
of outdoor seating. The café currently
pays a private company a monthly fee
of $100 to have tables on the footpath.
The latest food administration charges
are, for Mr Borbilas, another link in the
chain of over-regulated and unjustified
Council costs.

“It’s for nothing,” says Borbilas of
the new costs. “It is an arbitrary fee
that came out of nowhere. If they just
jacked up the health inspection fee, I

Geoff Turnbull and Guido Gouverneur with examp|

could understand that, but it’s a new
fee on top of the inspection costs.”

Up the road at Tripod Cafe, James
Rebbeck is also feeling the crunch
of the steep increase. “It’s obviously
money we do need. $240 is a lot
when you are paying lots of other
fees.” Although he admitted it would
not drastically affect his business,
Rebbeck was quick to add that the
fee was “making it harder to make
any money’.

A spokesperson from the City
of Sydney explained that the new
charge was part of a NSW government
mandate. “Under amendments made by
the State Government to the Food Act
2003 (NSW) this year, all NSW local
councils can now charge an annual
administration fee for inspections of
food premises.”

The recommended fee of $240 has
been set under the Food Act 2003 and
is charged at the time of inspection.

“I would like to see the excuse for

les of Victorian-era steam technology at ATP Photo: Andrew Collis

Martin Sheiban at Badde Manors in Glebe Photo: Andrew Collis

it because they would probably make
it sound like it was for your own
good,” said Mr Borbilas. The Council
responded to the criticism, suggesting
that, “People dining in Sydney can be

assured the City of Sydney takes health
inspections and cleanliness seriously
and has a comprehensive program
to educate, inspect and enforce Food
Safety Standards.” ssH
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Scene of celebration at the Manning Bar Photo: Courtesy of American Studies Centre .

Nicholas McCallum

On Tuesday, November 4, 2008,
America voted for its 44th President.
On Wednesday, November 5,

2008, Australia, and the world,
celebrated in a festive spirit.

Amens and high fives

I had the pleasure of attending an
Election Party at Sydney University’s
Manning Bar along with 1,500 students,
journalists and politically-savvy
people as we awaited the results of
who would be crowned “leader of
the free world”. The University’s new
American Studies Centre was hosting

the event, broadcasting live video to
CNN Election Head Quarters in the
United States, but it was the size of the
crowd that really made me wonder.
The event could best be described
as an intellectual’s Grand Final: a room
of joyous people downing myriad
alcoholic beverages wearing the team

colours of red, white and blue. Every
commercial break would bring a great
rush to the toilet. Australian election
parties culminate around a barbecue
and a few beers. This party, however,
was characteristically American.

Being born in the US, I jumped at the
opportunity to vote for the Democratic
candidate, Barack Hussein Obama, up
against the Republican “maverick,”
John McCain. Having faxed my absentee
ballot to the state of California only
days before, I was in with the special
few who had actually voted, though
everyone was emotionally unanimous
as we anticipated the results. We all
hoped, as far as I could tell, that
Obama, the African-American senator
from Illinois, would be the victor.

A brief conversation with a woman in
a yellow t-shirt with a succinct message
brandished across it, told me how an
Obama Presidency offers hope and
change to America’s political system,
but she highlighted the possibility
of an abrupt end that has plagued
so many reformists before him.

“I think his biggest challenge
will be to stay alive,” she said. Our
feelings of hope in Obama, however,
overwhelmed any macabre notions.

I continued to make my way around
the bar, taking stock of the differing
views on why Obama was the best
choice to lead the US, and the world.

It was then that [ met Hussein, an
American exchange student who
shared more than a common name
with the soon-to-be President-elect, for
he was also a homeboy from Illinois.
When I asked him about how he felt
about the possibility of an America
electing a black President he told me

most earnestly: “I love it! It’s going

to say something to the rest of the
world when we elect a black man
with a Muslim name,” he said, with a
large and sincere smile on his face.

“Everyone gives America shit for
being partisan and always going with a
middle-aged white guy, but I think this
time there’s going to be a change.”

Like the atmosphere that
disseminated throughout Manning Bar,
Hussein was filled with the message
of positivity and hope that was so
electrifying for the Obama campaign,
and we were all dreaming that it would
materialise in his Administration.

“I think [Obama’s] Administration
would be more open, and foreign
relations are going to improve,” Hussein
said. “I think America’s changed,
and we’ve set a new course.”

I certainly shared Hussein’s optimistic
appraisal, as one CNN commentator
put forward a hypothetical of the
impossibility of McCain victory,
and they hadn’t even started on
California. The Manning Bar went
hysterical with cheers as the election
was called for Obama. At this
moment my vote didn’t even count,
though I was overcome with joy.

Unfortunately, in the midst of that
joy there was one not-so-merry thought
that brought my party back to earth.
The comment from the lady in the
yellow tee swelled in my mind for a
moment, but it was swiftly quelled
by the monumental feelings for the
prospect of change in the world,
spurred by the one thing that united
the US, the world and Manning Bar:
the hope we had placed in a great man,
President-elect Barack Hussein Obama. ssu

Politics and religion in the US

Clive Pearson

Here in the States people are more
religious — at least in a more obvious
way than back in Sydney. It can matter
which church you go to. George W. Bush
reckons Jesus is his favourite philosopher
(why someone never asked him how
his foreign policy and his obsession
with an axis of evil stand in relation
to this “philosopher’s” teaching is a
matter which eludes me!). Sarah Palin
is leaving whether or not she stands
for the top job in 2012 in God’s hands.
Hillary Rodham Clinton could have
been a preacher, they say. She is very
familiar with biblical teachings to do
with social justice in a way that would
embarrass politicians and others of
the religious right back in Australia.

And then there is President-elect
Barack Obama. Have you noticed?

He laces his oratory with biblical
allusions that would not escape the
attention of an American constituency.

And so on the first Sunday after the
election I headed off to the Black African
American church in Princeton. Of course
the music is great - you would expect that
in a church which has connections with
the great spiritual singer from yesteryear,
Paul Robeson. And its politics are to the
left - which is not too surprising given
the fact that one of its first ministers, a
Scotsman, a bit of a firebrand, was the
only clergyman to sign the Declaration
of Independence way back in 1776.

To get there I needed to go through
that part of Princeton that, these days, is
the home of the Hispanics. Before them
it was Black African Americans. This
church is not in the wealthiest part of a

town which is home to one of the best-
endowed universities in the world, and
which likes to collect Nobel Prizewinners.
Sunday 10am. The service begins.
Reference to Obama’s win. Amens mix in
with a chorus of hand-claps, high fives
and whoops of delight. This election has
been different. For the few days leading
up to the election there had been a rising
sense of anticipation. For the Black African
Americans the story is captured in the tears
of the Rev. Jesse Jackson and the story
of a 106-year-old woman from Atlanta
born a generation after slavery. They have
longed for this day - the day when an
African American can become President.
Maybe Colin Powell puts things into
perspective. Some people have been playing
around with Obama’s name. His middle
name is Hussein. It sounds ominous when
emphasised and said loudly on the campaign
trail and where there is suspicion that he
might be a Muslim. Powell wonders what’s
the problem. Are people wanting to say
to a seven-year-old Muslim boy and girl
that they cannot be President of the US?
This is a different America from the
one we have become used to under
Bush. The day before the election I was
in Chicago staying opposite Grant Park
where Obama’s victory rally was held.
Those getting their tickets on-line in
advance were a mix of ages, ethnicities,
faiths. I was surprised at myself. In the
unusual warmth of a November day in
Chicago (it’s snowing now!) I found myself
proud of America and able to see past the
usual constraints and question marks. ssH
The Rev. Dr Clive Pearson is the Principal
of United Theological College in Sydney,
presently studying in America.
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PM launches new Vinnies service

On November 6, Prime
Minister Kevin Rudd opened
the Sydney Ozanam Learning
Centre in Forbes Street,
Woolloomooloo, a facility that
will provide new opportunities
for homeless people.

The St Vincent de Paul
Society facility will enable
homeless people, and people
at risk of homelessness, to
participate in educational and
recreational activities. The
largest facility of its kind in
Australia, the Centre will utilise
learning programs to empower
and equip homeless persons
to successfully navigate the
challenging transition back to
sustainable independent living.

Following the official tour
of the new facility with Tanya
Plibersek MP, Minister for
Housing; Barbara Ryan, State
President of the St Vincent de
Paul Society; and Eric Ellem,

Project Manager, Ozanam
Learning Centre, the Prime
Minister posed for photographs
with one of the Society’s clients
in the facility’s new kitchen.

Alan, a formerly homeless
client who is currently
undertaking a Certificate in
Hospitality showed the PM
some of the tricks of the
trade in the state-of-the-art
kitchen that will be used
for regular cooking classes
and hospitality courses.

The opening of Ozanam
marks a significant new
direction for the Society’s
Matthew Talbot Homeless
Services. “The time for
providing just a hot meal and a
bed is well and truly over. We
need to tackle the underlying
causes of homelessness,”

Ms Plibersek said.

“Education is critical for
people to begin participating
again - in their community
and in the economy. People
who are homeless will only

become more excluded if
they do not have access to
opportunities to learn.”
Recently released Census
data from the ABS shows
that the number of homeless
Australians has increased.
Every night there are now
105,000 people in Australia are
homeless. This is an increase of
5,000 from Census night 2001.
The Rudd Government
has declared reducing
homelessness a major priority.
The Government’s first White
Paper will set an agenda for
reducing homelessness over the
next decade. The White Paper
will include a national action
plan to reduce homelessness.
“We have had consultations
on the White Paper and we
are discussing the White Paper
with the States and Territories,”
Ms Plibersek said. “The White
Paper is a once in a generation
opportunity to drastically
reduce the unacceptable rates
of homelessness in Australia.” ssu
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Questions to the Minister

The NSW Minister for Housing, David
Borger, recently granted the SSH an
interview. This followed on from recent
SSH articles seeking accountability from
Housing NSW around the manner in
which it administers its properties.

The Minister said that the new
maintenance contract system started on
October 27, 2008, and the new contractor
is Spotless P&F Pty Ltd. There was no
mention of why Rapid Constructions,
the tender winner according to Housing
NSW'’s website, is not the contract holder.
The property condition audit is 65 per cent
completed. There was no mention of the
outcome of the previous audit process
initiated approximately two years ago.

The Minister’s response with respect
to the checking of work carried out was
that the contractor is responsible for
checking the standard of work carried
out by its staff prior to submitting a claim
for payment to Housing NSW. In the case
of vacant properties and major planned
maintenance programmed work Housing
NSW technical staff may, in some cases,
conduct joint inspections on completion
of the work. For other categories of
work there may be random or planned
inspections at Housing NSW’s discretion.
There is provision for annual audits of
the individual contractor’s systems and
processes for quality control.

There was no information supplied
concerning the lowering of the hourly rate
paid to the subcontractors who actually
perform the work. The rates are well
below prevailing industry standards. If
you, as a member of the public, expected
a plumber to work at the same hourly rate
as the contract provides for, you would be
well advised to learn how to do the work
yourself. A similar situation exists in the
other trades.

When asked about the progress on

Housing NSW’s Redfern redevelopment
site, the answer was that responses to
a select tender call were currently being
assessed with a projected construction
work commencement in early 2009.
Accordingly, the name of the contractor
is not known.

The Elizabeth Street site properties,
currently vacant and boarded up, will be
put on the open market when DA approval
has been granted by City of Sydney
Council. There is no fixed date for this.

In regards to when will Housing
NSW formally give recognition of the
fact that Housing NSW tenants do
perform volunteer work that benefits
Housing NSW, the Minister responded:
“The General Manager of the Central
Sydney division is a senior executive of
Housing NSW. Recognition from her for
volunteer’s efforts is recognition from
Housing NSW.”

On the issue of staffing levels it was
pointed out that on April 16, 2008, there
were 27 Client Service Officers positions
in zones CS1, CS2 and CS3 filled by
temporary staff, and 3 vacant positions.
The question put was: “Are these figures
still current (and if not, what are the
current figures) and how many CSOs
in total are there for these areas?” The
answer was: “There are 99 CSO positions
in these areas. The amount of temporary
staff fluctuates on a regular basis. There
are six positions vacant, all are undergoing
recruitment now.” That the percentage of
temporary staff is so high raises concerns
as to the ability to deliver a consistently
high standard of service to the tenant base
and to administer the government asset in
a fit and proper manner.

The SSH appreciated the Minister’s
granting of an interview and his
willingness to take questions on notice.
We will continue to monitor Housing
NSW’s performance, and hopefully
will soon be able to report on more
positive outcomes. SSH

Housing affordability and the
First Home Saver Account

John August

Housing affordability is diminishing
by many measures - it’s not just a
perception, or those rose-coloured
glasses we tend to develop about the
past. One important measure is the
“deposit gap”, the difference between
average house prices and the amount
people are able to borrow, which is
now at a record high.

To help more people enter the property
merry-go-round, the Commonwealth
Government has regulated for First Home
Saver Accounts to be administered by the
different banks. While all coming under
government regulations, these accounts
do vary - Choice magazine made a
comparison between them.

The idea is that, if you are saving
for a deposit, you get taxed less and
the Government tops up your savings.
Your “effective” interest rate is much
higher, so ideally you’ll get the necessary
deposit sooner.

Nicholas McCallum, a student at
Sydney University, recently told the SSH:
“At this point in time, I feel as though
I'm completely priced out of the property
market. The average price of a house in
Sydney would mean that I'd be paying
a mortgage for the rest of my life - and
that doesn’t make sense. The First Home
Saver Account is a step in the right
direction. It means that people my age
are better placed financially when they
do decide to take the plunge, but at this

Nick McCallum Photo: Ali Blogg

point in time, I'm lucky if there is enough
money to cover my existing overheads.
If the government wants to contribute a
few dollars into my account at the end of
the fortnightly pay cycle they are more
than welcome.”

You could ask why it’s become so
difficult to get onto it in the first place,
rather than just trying to get more people
onto the property merry-go-round.
Playing around at the margins can have
a pernicious effect. Many people are
cynical about the First Home Buyer’s
Grant. Didn’t it just increase the price
of housing by the same amount? Maybe

overall prices would have gone up and
things would have been a little easier
for those with a First Home Buyer’s
Grant but a little more difficult for those
without. It could well be that giving
more people the opportunity to save for
a deposit will have the same negative
effect - and act to push the “deposit
gap” that bit higher.

Ideally, the increasing price of housing
should prompt investment of a type that
acts to bring those prices down, or at
least stop them from rocketing further
skywards, but that does not seem to
be happening. ssH

Wayside speaks out on public housing policy

Thursday November 20 saw the
Wayside Chapel in Kings Cross host a
public lecture on the condition of public
housing in New South Wales. Vivienne
Milligan from the University of NSW,
and Dick Nichols from the Socialist
Alliance, both presented passionate
and compelling arguments for the need
for a radical re-examination of public
housing policy.

Vivienne was quick to point out the
failings of past governments to fully deal
with the shortcomings of the current
housing allocation system, with recent
figures showing that the waiting list for
affordable housing had hit 70,000. “In
the current situation, people need to be
considered absolutely desperate before
they are even considered for access to
public housing.”

“And then to top it off, if that person
finds their feet and begins earning money
again, they could get evicted.”

Vivienne also pointed out how the
stigma attached to public housing was
creating problems in terms of social
cohesion, acknowledging that change will
need to happen in people’s attitudes, as
well as policy, before long lasting positive
outcomes can be achieved for public
housing in Australia.

Dick Nichols agreed with the argument
that public housing was desperately
under-funded in NSW, and that you only
need look at the Community Housing
initiatives in Victoria to get an idea of
what is possible. He also gave examples
of housing projects in places like San
Francisco and Spain, where affordable, yet
well designed, housing projects were being
implemented. “In these buildings you can
have both people on low incomes and
medium incomes sharing the space.”

With public housing making up
only five per cent of the residential
market, compared with countries like
the Netherlands where it is a staggering
35 per cent of the market, and housing
affordability being at record lows, it is
obvious that change is needed. Many
housing policy experts agree that
equipping non-government organisations
to be able to take on a larger role in public
housing not only takes the pressure off
government spending in the long run,
but allows for a range of new options to
be considered.

Both speakers were clear that public
momentum will be essential for these
proposed changes to get the attention they
deserve, and become national issues. ssu
Next Month at the Wayside Chapel:
December 4 - Urban Neighbours of Hope:
Jon Owen will discuss why he sees the
need for a radical response to poverty.
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Tenants left in the dark

In the light of Housing NSW’s
recent commitment to address the
maintenance backlog for public
housing properties in NSW, the
SSH conducted its own inspection
of Waterloo’s Solander building to
determine the current condition of the
public housing estate.

Areas identified in need of repair
include interior and external lighting,
several broken doors and windows, fire
escape stairs, landscaping, common area
carpets and graffiti-covered walls.

On November 14, interior lighting
on each floor of the 16-storey building
was not functioning, leaving most of
the building in darkness. On Level 16,
a non-functioning fire alarm was located
and photographed, along with a broken
window that presented a risk of falling
shards of glass into the car park below.

Non-slip metal stair edges in the

fire escape stairwell were also largely
missing, presenting a further hazard
to tenants when required to exit
the building quickly in the case of
emergency.

Public housing tenant and activist,
Ross Smith, described the overall
condition of the building as “disgusting”,
and said the numerous maintenance
problems together constitute a security
issue that affects the overall morale of
the community.

“It’s run-down and showing signs
of long-term neglect. The state of this
building also indicates a lack of concern
for the welfare and safety of the tenants,”
he said. “I saw signs that components
of the fire safety regime for the whole
building were defective.”

Mr Smith claims that multiple
security lights in surrounding outdoor
areas have also been broken for years,
contributing to many residents’ fears
for their personal safety after dark, and
that the building’s security doors are

“inadequate for the purposes they were
installed for”.

Newly appointed housing minister,
David Borger, told the SSH that the
new maintenance program will address
all outstanding maintenance issues
across every property in NSW within
five to seven years and that money for
achieving this task has already been
set aside.

“We’re implementing probably one of
the biggest reforms in housing certainly
in the last decade. We’re trying to really
resolve the maintenance backlog in
housing, to get works programmed and
done much quicker than they have in
the past,” he said.

Though there is hope that buildings
such as Solander will eventually benefit
under the new maintenance system,
many repairs may not be completed
for another seven years, leaving
some tenants claiming the plan is
merely buying more time for inaction
in Waterloo. ssh
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Coloured Digger Project thanks
Damien Minton Gallery

On November 12, the Damien
Minton Gallery in Redfern presented
a cheque for $4,000 to the Coloured
Digger Project Steering Committee.

“It is an honour and privilege to bring
great contemporary Australian artists
together with the local community as
part of the Coloured Digger Project
and to make this contribution to future
ANZAC Day events in Redfern,” Damien
Minton said.

The Damien Minton Gallery raised
the $4,000 donation from its own
commission on sales of work by the 42
artists who exhibited in the Coloured
Digger II exhibition held at the gallery
from April 23 to May 10 this year as
part of the Redfern ANZAC Day program
of events.

“The Redfern ANZAC Day events
allow the local community to properly
honour, recognise and pay respect to
the service and sacrifice of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Diggers,” said
Redfern ANZAC Day march Coordinator,
Pastor Ray Minniecon.

“The coming together of Aboriginal,
Torres Strait Islander and non-indigenous
people through the Redfern ANZAC Day
march, service and other events is an
affirmation of community, family and
mateship. It is not a celebration of war
and violence.

“We are enormously grateful to the
Damien Minton Gallery for this generous
contribution.

“The Redfern ANZAC Day march
Steering Committee relies on donations
and in-kind support every year. It is
always a big struggle to find funding,”
Pastor Ray Minniecon said.

The Redfern ANZAC Day march has
also prompted calls by NSW Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Diggers and
their families for a commemorative
sculpture or memorial recognising their
service and sacrifice. A sculpture design
prepared by renowned bronze sculptor
Antony Symons and supported by the
Steering Committee can be viewed at the
Redfern Community Centre.

Ray Minniecon is seeking the
community’s advice on both the sculpture
proposal and whether the Redfern march
should continue to be held on ANZAC
Day or whether it should be moved to
another day to avoid conflict with the
main Sydney ANZAC Day events.

The Coloured Digger Project takes
its name from a WWII poem, ‘The
Coloured Digger’, written about an
Aboriginal soldier by one of his non-
indigenous comrades. ssH

HAVE YOU HEARD?

THE FAST NEWS

WITH TREVOR DAVIES

Kings Cross cleric calls for Hicks control order to
be lifted

Rev. Graham Long from Wayside Chapel in the Cross writes in his weekly email
newsletter to Chapel supporters: “I am David Hicks’ pastor. David’s control
order is coming up for review in just a few weeks. The mere mention of his
name strikes fear and hatred in the hearts of many but that is because he has
been relentlessly demonised in our press. Because I know him to be a decent
human being, it has shown me how easy it is to manipulate the public by fear
which is what our media and some politicians have been doing for some time.
My dear brothers and sisters in the inner circle, we have done a great wrong to
a man who never got a trial, who never had access to whatever evidence was
being used against him, who suffered torture and imprisonment without charge
for six years and now there is an industry that has grown up in this country
with a vested interest in believing that David is a danger. David is no danger

to anyone. He would like to get married but does not want to have security
agents with him on his honeymoon. He would like to be able to visit friends;
he would like to stay up late or even overnight somewhere; he would like to be
able to talk on a telephone without the threat of instant additional gaol time.
He is not a bitter person but just an ordinary bloke who wants to put the past
behind him and get on with life. I hope all those Australians who believe in a
fair go will give this man a break. I hope there are some journalists somewhere
who are game enough to concede that David got a bad deal and that we all sat
silent while the foundational and most important conditions for our system of
justice were ignored and offended against. I desperately want to believe that a
country that grew to greatness from a British prison, will be fair enough and
great enough to stop hounding this man and let him get on with life.” The good
news is that it seems that the Australian Federal Police agree with Graham and
the control order will be lifted!

Do we need an International Year of the Disabled 2010?

Some Fast News readers may be old enough to remember the International Year
of the Disabled, way back in 1981. I can remember it as a time when the issue
of access was on the agenda. Governments around the world made promises

to rectify the problem. Sadly, you could be forgiven if you thought not enough
has happened. The SSH has covered the issue of lack of access at Redfern and
Erskineville Stations. We published a very sad picture of a an 18-year-old man
climbing up the stairs at Erko Station, dragging his wheelchair behind him.
That was about three years ago and nothing has happened at either Redfern

or Erskineville. What a shame. Access costs money and after that mini-budget
there’s not much money for access at railway stations. One East Sydney resident
stated in an email seen by Fast News that “there is no handicapped access from
East Sydney up to Oxford Street at Oxford Square. The $100,000 + stair upgrade
was done last year and more stairs were put in front of what was then a medical
centre, but is now empty. One would have thought a ramp would have been
appropriate. The other side has a tree with protruding roots and two bollards,
presumably to stop cars that could never fit there anyway.” Perhaps we do need
another International Year of the Disabled in 2010.

Something about homeless people that makes some
people feel uncomfortable

The Central Courier reported last month that residents of the St Margaret’s
Village apartments, opposite Edward Eagar Lodge, are considering hiring extra
security guards because of antisocial behaviour caused by alcohol. Locals,

the Courier says, have complained about the large number of homeless
people hanging around outside the Lodge. They blame the homeless for
disturbances rather than the crowds of people who flock to the late-night
premises which serve alcohol on Oxford Street. Homeless people are easier

to blame. The Manager of Edward Eager Lodge, David Polkington, told the
Central Courier: “If anything goes wrong in the area the homeless always get
the blame.” It was only a few years ago in Surry Hills that residents adjacent
to a small park complained about homeless men and some women sitting and
drinking and talking to each other. Occasionally they would urinate in public,
as there were no public toilets. The then South Sydney Council tried to put in a
public toilet but residents objected. People can be heartless!

In this, the final Fast News for 2008 (what a year!), I wanna wish you all peace
and happiness for the holidays and 2009. Also, I hope Australia/Survival Day
is a meaningful day for you. If, like me, you find some of the flag waving

and other jingoistic stuff a bit much, why not join the SSH team aboard the
Deerubbun with the good people of the Tribal Warrior. Join us for an authentic
Aboriginal cultural cruise on Sydney Harbour. See page 15 for details.




