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Approval of the Redfern Waterloo 
Authority’s re-development in the 
Australian Technology Park and North 
Eveleigh will provide 1,260 new homes 
for the South Sydney area, but already 
it has forced some of the existing resi-
dents out of their places of business. 
The historic blacksmith’s shop at the 
ATP, Wrought Artworks, is feeling the 
force of gentrification. It’s out with the 
very old and in with the new, as the 
technologies of yesteryear make way 
for those of the digital age. 

Over $460 million of investment 
in the area will provide new sites for 
the Seven Network, Pacific Magazines 
and other research facilities. However 
the world’s largest collection of steam-
powered smithing equipment and the 
fully operational shop may be forced 
out of the ATP, possibly breaching the 
heritage arrangements of the RWA 
Planning Policy.

A campaign has been launched to save 
the self-funded Wrought Artworks which 
is hailed by the Smithsonian Museum 
in Washington DC for maintaining its 
collection and keeping alive the skills 
of a dying trade. Their work is highly 
sought after for restorations of some of 
Sydney’s Victorian heritage iron works, 
including the Queen Elizabeth II gates 
at the Opera House and the Dawes Point 
balusters that line Sydney Harbour. In 
2002 the National Trust awarded the 
blacksmiths with a commendation for 
the reproduction of a gate and railings 
at Centennial Park Reservoir. 

Early discussions of the sites re-
development with the then Planning 
Minister Craig Knowles suggested that 
the blacksmith’s shop would remain 
operational in its two half-bays within 
the park, and leases maintained. Even 
after the construction of a $600,000 wall 
to dampen the noise produced from the 
functioning museum, Wrought Artworks’ 
future looks bleak in light of comments 
by RWA CEO Robert Domm. “All prior 

agreements are history,” the CEO said.
The proprietors and caretakers of the 

facilities, Guido Gouverneur and Wendie 
McCaffley, have built-up their business 
and maintained the Victorian blacksmith-
ing equipment. They are now considered 
top of their shrinking field in greater 
Sydney. Currently they employ three 
young people from the next generation 
of blacksmiths and run Australia’s only 
trade course in blacksmithing through 
Ultimo TAFE. In 2001 Mr Gouverneur 
was awarded Citizen of the Year for his 
efforts in conservation and maintaining 
the collection at the site.

Ms McCaffley expressed her dismay 
at the RWA’s desire to have the shop 
removed. It is her belief that the eviction 
notice was only issued because it was the 
easiest option in the Authority’s future 
plans for the site. 

“[The blacksmith shop] is a tangible 
link to the site’s past,” she said. “And it’s 
a concession of the site’s heritage that it 
remain operational.”

However, RWA CEO Robert Domm 

maintains that the workshop is operating 
at the site without paying any rent, or 
having any legal lease of bays one and 
two at the ATP. He stated that several 
attempts to resolve the issue had not 
been successful and that legal advice 
was being sought. “The ATP needs to 
resolve these issues and has accordingly 
instructed its solicitors to commence legal 
action so that they may be appropriately 
resolved,” Mr Domm said.

There is a contradiction in the efforts 
of the RWA to have the blacksmiths 
removed as it goes against its Employ-
ment Enterprise Plan, designed to create 
work in the Redfern/Waterloo area. If the 
workshop is closed, then four apprentices 
currently employed at Wrought Artworks 
will be forced out of work.

A letter from the Conservation Director 
of the National Trust, Graham Quint, to 
the Department of Planning declared the 
historical significance of the blacksmith 
shop and how important it was that it 
be retained in its current location. “It is 
difficult to imagine any more appropriate 

operation in this historic workshop,” 
the letter stated.

Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore 
has also expressed her concern over the 
impending eviction of the blacksmiths. 
She wrote to Planning Minister Frank 
Sartor in June requesting his intervention 
to find an alternative arrangement that 
would see the workshop maintained at 
its current location.  

Mrs McCaffley is hopeful that the 
RWA will not be able to force them out 
but concedes that the entire saga stems 
from an opinion that maintaining the 
workshop will be too much effort for 
the Authority.

“I don’t think they’ll get us out,” she 
said. “We’re the last man standing.”

If Wrought Artworks is evicted from 
its current location, then its upcoming 
open day to be held on Sunday August  
17 could be the last. To see unique 
machines of the Victorian era, head 
to bays one and two of the Eveleigh 
Locomotive Workshop south, Australian 
Technology Park.

The magic of a blacksmith   Photo: Ali Blogg
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Speaking up for the arts at Wayside
Socialist Alliance splits

Surry Hills Neighbourhood Centre coming home

Amanda Robb

With the winter’s air settling in the 
streets of Kings Cross the Wayside Chapel 
was warmed by another event of the 
Wayside Speaks program. Focusing on 
issues facing the community, the program 
is now a regular fixture at Wayside.

Wayside Speaks, hosted by Tim Brun-
ero, this time round presented “Cultural 
Spaces”, a discussion to find out how the 
community can foster a wider sense of 
creative potential in Sydney.

Kiersten Fishburn from the City of 
Sydney opened the discussion with 
enthusiasm for what the council has to 
offer the arts community. Ms Fishburn 
is aware of the potential impact non-
commercial artists can have on Sydney’s 
cultural landscape and encouraged them 
to lobby the council on future projects 
and plans. 

Jess Cook, Creative Director of 107 
Projects, and speaker on behalf of the 
underground art community, agreed, 
stating: “The underground has so much 

to offer.”
The shortage of art spaces in Sydney 

is a major issue right now. An art space, 
which is a venue for artists to exhibit 
and perform as well as collaborate, is 
essential in helping mediate between the 
art community and the general public. 
With several art spaces shut down in the 
last two years, including Lanfranchi’s on 
Cleveland Street, it is not only harder 
for audiences to engage with the under-
ground art scene, but it is increasingly 
difficult for emerging artists to find a 
space to actively produce work.

Ms Fishburn took on the issue and 
announced the council’s intentions to 
refurbish run-down buildings in Sydney 
to create new art spaces. This was 
received well by Ms Cook who added: 
“The underground does not want to hide 
away. We just need space for the public 
to access us.”

Greg Khourney from the Newtown 
Entertainment Precinct brought to the 
discussion the necessity of recogni-
tion for local upcoming artists, citing 
Melbourne and Berlin as examples: 

“Europeans have respect and value what 
artists do, and that’s something we need 
to drive here.”

Mr Khourney also argued that non-
commercial artists need to be nurtured 
by the corporate sector as well as 
government bodies. “There are artists 
who are emerging and creating work, 
we have a responsibility to assist and 
help them,” he said.

Ms Fishburn spoke of the council’s 
new busking laws in Sydney. Street per-
formers can now sell their self-produced 
CDs with the aid of a $10 licence.

Overall, “Cultural Spaces” was a 
successful night. The Wayside Speaks 
program is now in full swing. Wayside 
encourages everyone to come and take 
part in the discussion nights.

Next month: “Meditation”. 

Wayside explores the beneficial 

practice of meditation and how it can 

be facilitated in everyday life. August 7, 

6:30-8pm. 29 Hughes St, Potts Point. 

Email mail@thewaysidechapel.com 

or visit www.waysidechapel.com.au

Benjamin Ball

Selling ox tongues and ocelot spleens 
to spectators in the Jerusalem Coliseum, 
Brian – in Monty Python’s Life of Brian 
– encounters a group of four conspiring 
revolutionaries, who reproach him 
for selling Roman imperialist tidbits 
instead of proper food. “Are you the 
Judean People’s Front?” asks Brian. 
“F**k off!” responds a toga-wearing 
John Cleese. “We’re the People’s Front 
of Judea.” 

The Monty Python folk are brilliant 
and enduring social commentators. As 
it transpired, the only group the People’s 
Front of Judea hated more than the 
Romans was the Judean People’s Front 
– “Those splitters!”

Leftist groups, like the churches, are 
prone to dividing into factions. Saving 
souls and making revolution – or at least a 
radically better world to live in – is serious 
business. Although Maoists and Trotsky-
ists may hold almost identical opinions on 
a majority of social issues, a bitter divide 
will nevertheless separate them. 

The Democratic Socialist Perspective 
(DSP – the ‘P’ formerly stood for Party), 
the major force within Socialist Alliance 

and its youth wing, Resistance, has 
recently suffered a major rupture of its 
own. The DSP Leninist faction has aligned 
itself with another former DSP faction, the 
Melbourne-based Direct Action, to form 
the Revolutionary Socialist Party (RSP). 

The split is a result of disagreement on 
political and organisational issues follow-
ing the creation of the Socialist Alliance 
in 2001, and the question of whether 
the move towards the Socialist Alliance 
becoming a party in its own right, rather 
than a coalition of broad-left groups, 
has compromised the original political 
ideology of DSP. 

It is still unclear how the split will 
affect Left politics in Sydney. The NoTo-
Pope Coalition was largely organised 
by DSP, and it will likely remain the 
most recognisable Left group in Sydney, 
particularly under the Socialist Alliance 
banner. The RSP plans to focus more 
specifically on solidarity links with the 
Bolivarian Revolution in Latin America. 
More information about the split is avail-
able on both groups’ webpages.  

The DSP building on Abercrombie 
Street is not likely to be affected by the 
fracture – the idea of two socialist groups 
squabbling over private property is per-
haps beyond even Monty Python. 

Devi Noronha

The Surry Hills Neighbourhood 
Centre (SHNC) is calling for volunteers 
in preparation for its move back into 
the refurbished Community Centre and 
Library on Crown Street in December.

The Centre is an independent com-
munity organisation that has been 
operating in the local area for over 35 
years. It started when residents began 
offering support for working mothers 
and a new immigrant population. Some 
of these services included the provision of 
childcare, playgroups and English classes 
that still continue today. However, there 
is a need for more volunteer support, 
with both new and existing programs. 
An example of this is “Blokes Business”, 
which is a group aimed at bringing older 
men in the community together in order 
to go on excursions and engage with one 
another socially, at least once a week.

Linda Scott, Chairperson of the SHNC, 
strongly feels the need to set up a new 
networking service for people with 
mental health problems to add to existing 
programs. She says, “We just want to 
give some community support to them 
to make sure they’re coping okay. Some 
people with mental health problems tend 

to be a bit more isolated in their com-
munity, so it’s about reducing isolation 
and showing them that there’s community 
support where they need it.”

The Centre’s charter is to meet the 
needs of the most disadvantaged in the 
community and to assist those who are 
struggling with the day-to-day challenges 

of inner-city living. Funding for the 
organisation is raised mainly through 
donations, as well as the Surry Hills 
Festival, which operates annually in April 

at Prince Alfred Park and attracts up to 
70,000 people with gold-coin collections at 
the gates. The Festival is an opportunity to 
showcase new, unsigned bands as well as 
fundraise, with all proceeds going to the 
charitable organisation, the Neighbour-
hood Community Fund. 

The SHNC represents an opportunity 
for people to give something back to those 
who are most in need. It is also looking 
to strengthen established links with other 
local organisations, such as the Surry Hills 
Public Tenants’ Association (SHPTA), 
Sydney City Council and St Vincent’s 
Community Health and Hospital.

Volunteers do not need to have particu-
lar qualifications such as English Degrees 
or Nursing Certificates to apply; anyone 
with time to spare can contribute some-
thing of value to the centre. Often new 
programs are designed upon the basis of 
the particular skills that individuals have 
to offer. Ms Scott says, “We are looking 
for people with all sorts of skills. If people 
are interested in volunteering and doing 
something with the local community, we 
would love to hear from them, to have 
them come forward.”

Contact The Surry Hills  

Neighbourhood Centre on  

(02) 9310 2888.

Jess Cook at Wayside Chapel   Photo: Katrina Mathieson

The previous home of the Socialist Alliance   Photo: Ali Blogg
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CITY OF SYDNEY COUNCIL ELECTION
SATURDAY, 13 SEPTEMBER 2008

Thinking of nominating as a candidate for your 
local Council?
If so it is important that you read this notice.  As a candidate you have certain obligations 
and responsibilities under law. Check the website www.elections.nsw.gov.au 
and www.efa.nsw.gov.au for further details.

How to nominate for election as Councillor
To nominate for Council, you must lodge a nomination form and $125 nomination 
deposit by 12 noon Wednesday, 13 August 2008, with the Returning Officer.

How to nominate for election as Lord Mayor
To nominate for Lord Mayor, you must lodge a nomination form and $125 nomination 
deposit by 12 noon Wednesday, 13 August 2008, with the Returning Officer.
A person who is a candidate for election as the Lord Mayor of the City of Sydney 
must also be a candidate for election as a Councilor of the City of Sydney.

Where do I get a nomination form?
Nomination forms and other important nomination and electoral information 
are available from the Returning Officer or from the New South Wales Electoral 
Commission website: www.elections.nsw.gov.au

Candidate Information sheets: Every candidate is required to lodge the 
candidate information sheet which is included in the nomination form.

Grouping of candidates and group voting squares: 
Two or more candidates may form a group and, in certain circumstances, request 
a group voting square on the ballot paper.  A request to form a group must 
be lodged with the Returning Officer by 12 noon Wednesday, 13 August 2008. 
See www.elections.nsw.gov.au for the publication ‘Handbook for Parties, Groups, 
Candidates and Scrutineers at Local Government elections’ for more details.

Where and when to nominate
Your nomination form and deposit must be lodged with the Returning Officer at 
Level 11 Town Hall House 456 Kent St Sydney, during council business hours from 
Monday, 4 August 2008 to 12 noon Wednesday, 13 August 2008.

Returning Officer details
Michael Nevin
Level 11 Town Hall House
456 Kent St
Sydney NSW 2000
Phone 0419 284 096

Information: www.elections.nsw.gov.au or 1300 135 736 (TTY) (02) 9247 3568 
(text telephone).

For enquiries in languages other than English call our interpreting service 13 14 50

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

Commander Luke Freudenstein, the 
present officer in charge of Redfern 
Police is not a total stranger to the South 
Sydney area having earlier served for 
four years in the Newtown command. 
After working as the Crime Manager in 
Manly and also in a wider regional area 
of police work, he spent two months in 
Kings Cross and decided that he defi-
nitely preferred the work relating to a 

local command. He has been appointed 
to the Redfern Command for six months, 
after which a more permanent decision 
will be made about his future.

After seven weeks in the job, he 
feels excited about the work here and 
is already imagining all sorts of projects 
with the community. When he worked 
in Manly, he also lived there with his 
family, including an 18-year-old son. His 
son’s age made him far more conscious 

that, in working to make that area safe 
for others, he was also creating a safe 
place for his own now young adult son. 
It challenged and brought his work alive 
in a special way.

Since his arrival in Redfern, he is 
reaffirming his belief in high visibility 
police work – the presence of police out 
and about in the community, visiting 
local groups, talking with people on the 
streets and building trusting relationships. 
He would like a return to the day when 

parents told their children to trust the 
police as their friends and helpers.

In Manly, he was known for his 
commitment to police fitness and had 
them jogging along the beaches among 
the people. In Redfern, he plans to have 
police, including himself, working out in 
local gyms and practicing boxing with 
the locals. He has already been to Tony 
Mundine’s gym and is going to continue 
to do some training there.

One of his first projects was to plan, 
with officer Georgie Israel, an Oz Tag 
Football competition with kids from The 
Block. The matches would be played on 
a grassy area there and the police would 
share food with the kids and parents after 
matches. They have already had a match 

at Wentworth Park, which the Aboriginal 
kids won! The Commander believes that 
to “hang around” with young people and 
parents not only builds better relation-
ships but helps enhance the possibility 
of law-abiding life for the future.

He encourages his officers to mingle 
with the community in all sorts of envi-
ronments – like the NAIDOC Week events 
and community markets in Alexandria 
Park. Two of his officers recently left 
him a message saying how much they 
enjoyed going to the markets and how 
impressed they were with the standard 
of goods sold there.

Having said all that, he knows that 
policing is not as simple as building 
relationships. It is mostly about acting 
effectively to deal with and prevent crime, 
especially crimes like drug trafficking. 
He believes that, when people report 
things they expect to see results and 
recognises that community members are 
often able to pass on to the police real 
information about what goes on beneath 
the surface.

He doesn’t see policing as the answer 
to everything – obviously the police 
are not trained counsellors. They are 
fundamentally those who try to reduce 
crime in an area. He sees the force as 
one element in a number of community 
resource groups and agencies and 
imagines them conferring with others in 
creating a better place for people to live. 
His people already meet with agencies 
like the Redfern Waterloo Authority and 
the staff of the City of Sydney as well as 
other service groups.

He will be showcasing the polic-
ing  work  a t  Red fe rn  to  d ive rse 
communities around the country by rep-
resenting it at state-wide conferences and  
consultations.

In the meantime, he applauds the 
officers of the Redfern command, with 
whom he now works and, at the same 
time, invites the community to give him 
a reality check in the days ahead.

The South Sydney Herald wishes 
him well!

Benjamin Ball

Australian musician Chris Gillespie 
sings a song about an M2 Cockatoo 
who’s disgusted to find his peaceful 
bushland home turned into a motor-
way. Walking home from the latest 
community information session at 
the old Carlton United Brewery site 
on Wednesday July 9, I couldn’t help 
humming the disgruntled cockatoo’s 
ballad. The Fraser Company’s pro-
posed development won’t uproot any 
people or wildlife from their home, 
but the bird’s sensation of irrelevance 
in the face of progress is the same.

The architects, developers and 
sustainability experts exuded pride 
and excitement as they presented their 
ideas to the large local crowd, and with 
good reason. The proposed develop-
ment aims to create Australia’s first 
six-star (world leading) green precinct, 

with a bohemian “Melbourne laneway 
experience”, abundant green areas, and 
zero net greenhouse emissions and 
water consumption throughout the 
site. The dormant CUB industrial area 
will be revived to link Broadway and 
Chippendale with a dynamic, sustain-
able neighbourhood of residential and 
retail areas. 

At first glance the future looks good, 
and the established process of commu-
nity consultation has the appearance 
of democracy working well. But the 
underlying reality was not lost on the 
audience. With so much money to be 
made, development is inevitable, and 
regardless of whether it is green, brown 
or pink, it will change Chippendale and 
its surrounds forever.

The original development plans 
would have potentially tripled the sub-
urb’s population. The amended plans 
are even bigger, with the total ground-
floor area growing 10 per cent, from 

235,000 to 257,000 square metres. 
Community concerns on the night 

ranged from the increased height of 
the proposed building on the corner 
of Broadway and Abercrombie streets, 
to security, noise, poker machine use, 
increased traffic, parking availability, 
and the strain on public transport infra-
structure, much of which is already at 
bursting-point.

Towards the end of the night, having 
heard about the benefits the develop-
ment will bring to the community, 
and having seen artists’ sketches of 
the plans, a Chippendale resident 
named Dave raised his hand and 
summed up local sentiment with one 
question: Why does an elephant paint 
its toenails pink? 

Answer :  So  i t  can  h ide  in  a 
strawberry patch. The proposals 
for the CUB site are progressive 
and exciting. A manicured elephant 
comes included. 

Andrew Collis

The Waterloo Recycling Workshop 
(WRW) was established in 1995. 
Founded by Cathy Westley as a public 
housing tenant initiative, it now oper-
ates (having closed its doors for a brief 
period) under the auspices of the Fac-
tory Community Centre in Waterloo, 
as part of its Housing Communities 
Assistance Program.

Located within two Department of 
Housing Estate garages, beneath the 
Turanga flats at 1 Phillip Street, Waterloo, 
the WRW aims to provide furniture 

and non-electrical household goods 
(crockery, utensils, bric-a-brac) to low 
income, public housing tenants in the 
local community.

Naomi Ward is the newly appointed 
Coordinator of the Workshop, and has 
been busy cleaning, sorting and sourcing 
appropriate items. She has been encour-
aged by the support of Council and 
Housing NSW, as well as local businesses 
such as the auction house in Mitchell 
Road, Alexandria. The latter will donate 
unsold goods to the WRW.

“The project concept is simple,” Ms 
Ward says. “Donors bring household 
items for sanding, painting, polishing, 

minor repairs. Then we make the restored 
items available at affordable prices.”

Volunteers are integral to the project, 
Ms Ward explains. “My hope is that 
volunteers really enjoy being involved, 
and learning new skills, too. I imagine 
a vibrant community scene, with people 
repairing and restoring furniture along-
side people running a market stall.”

The Waterloo Recycling Workshop 
opens – for donations, restorations and 
business – between 9.30am and 2.30pm 
each Friday.

Contact Naomi Ward at the 

Factory on 9698 9569.

Redfern’s new police commander

A manicured elephant?
Plans for CUB site revealed

Recycling workshop back in business

Commander Luke Freudenstein   Photo: Ali Blogg
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Linda Daniele

Visitors to Sydney for World Youth 
Day came from far and wide in many 
guises, but not many arrived in a 
closed zinc-lined coffin. The remains of 
Pier Giorgio Frassati, one of 10 saintly 
patrons for World Youth Day, were 
flown in from Turin, Italy, and hosted 
by St Benedict’s Church at Notre Dame 
University Broadway. 

Pier Giorgio's feast day was celebrated 
at St Benedict’s on July 4, the anniversary 
of his death over 80 years ago, by Cardinal 
George Pell, the Archbishop of Sydney, 
and Bishop Anthony Fisher, Coordinator 
of WYD.

A week later, the Italian blessed was 
moved to St Mary’s Cathedral, where he 
stayed for the remainder of World Youth 
Day celebrations. Organisers encouraged 
pilgrims and members of the public to visit 
Pier Giorgio and his body was a “focal 
piece” of the pilgrimage to the Cathedral 
until July 22, according to an official 
statement. 

Pier Giorgio Frassati, described in the 
statement as “charismatic” and “revered 
for his social activism, sporty nature, 
sense of humour and generous spirit”, 
was 24 when he died from polio. Born 
in 1901 into a wealthy family that owned 
the still running La Stampa newspaper, he 
was known for his profound spiritual life 
from an early age, shown in many works 
of charity. 

Pope John Paul II called Pier Giorgio 
Frassati a “man of the beatitudes” at his 
beatification ceremony in Rome in 1990, 
a recognition accorded by the Catholic 
Church of a dead person’s accession 
to heaven and capacity to intercede on 
behalf of individuals who pray in his or 
her name.

Since then, Pier Giorgio had been safely 
ensconced in his zinc-lined coffin at the 
Cathedral of Turin in Italy. But the touring 
and display of the remains of long-deceased 
saints and blesseds as part of World Youth 
Day represents a revival of one of the 
Catholic Church’s older traditions.

While Catholic spokespersons have 
revelled in the presence of these relics, 
others raised concerns the emphasis on 
older and seemingly odd traditions ran 
the risk of repelling younger Catholics 
from the Church.

Rod Blackhurst, a lecturer in philosophy 
and religious studies at La Trobe University 
said: “The cult of relics and so forth is very 
specifically Catholic, and many people 
thought that the Second Vatican Council 
had effectively marginalised or done away 
with a lot of that, but there seems to be a 
revival of those things.”  

Mr Blackhurst said he was unsure 
why such practices would be making a 
comeback, but it was certainly the case 
that “contemporary religion seems to be 
very polarised between liberal elements 
and a return to more conservative and 
traditional elements.

“The liberal agenda of the Second 
Vatican Council was very successful at 
taking apart and exposing the limitations 
of that old 1950s Catholicism that people 
from that generation would know. But 
they weren’t particularly good at replacing 
it with things,” he said. He points to a 
“yearning amongst young people to go 
back and experience those things which 
they felt had been lost and that perhaps 
were valuable.”

Father Podesta agrees that praying to 
saints restores some of the more mysti-
cal, devotional aspects of Catholicism 
alongside its post-Vatican II social justice 
focus. “We need to attach ourselves to 
something. Like in work, we’re attached 
to a business, part of something because 
we’re not comfortable otherwise. It’s the 
same thing with prayer, where it’s easy to 
be distracted. It’s not worshipping the body 
of saints or worshipping saints as gods, 
with praying to saints misinterpreted as 
idolatry. Instead it’s saying, Here I have a 
human being I can relate and feel close to 
and I can pray to him or her in heaven as 
a source of inspiration, an extra voice and 
an advocate,” he said. 

John August

Saturday July 19 was the day of 
the pilgrimage walk over the Harbour 
Bridge to Randwick Racecourse as 
a part of World (Catholic) Youth 
Day. It was also the day of a protest 
march organised by the No To Pope 
Coalition, including believers like the 
Metropolitan Community Church, as 
well as Community Action against 
Homophobia, Sydney Atheists, the 
Secular Party and the NSW Humanists 
(I should point out that I’m a member 
of the latter three).

We gathered at Taylor Square, and 
heard from many speakers – includ-
ing those affected by paedophilia 
in the Catholic Church, and also 
“Pope Alice”.

The procession for Moore Park at 
1.30pm was led by the World Truth Day 
Popemobile. This was built by Ian Bryce, 
and had a mannequin of the Pope, talk-
ing to God on his gold telephone. Signs 

drew attention to the Crusades, the 
Inquisition and so on.

We walked within a sea of signs. 
Some from the Metropolitan Com-
munity Church read “Would Jesus 
Discriminate?” Others proclaimed 
the Catholic Church as suppressing 
women’s reproductive freedoms.

At Moore Park, we lined the perim-
eter as the pilgrims went by on Anzac 
Parade, with a buffer zone maintained 
by police. They were present in force, 
with mounted police in the background. 
Nevertheless, there were no incidents 
caused by protesters. In fact, one pilgrim 
managed to get a punch in on one of the 
protesters. He was rapidly restrained by 
police and taken away. 

We were waving at the passing crowd 
and some were waving back. However, 
Trev (a fellow Sydney Atheist) told me 
he did notice a few people giving him 
the “finger” and saying, “F**k athe-
ists!” Nevertheless, it was an amazing 
sight to see all the pilgrims go past – and 
we certainly made our point.

Wendy Collis

A local Redfern man has performed in 
the re-enactment of Christ’s crucifixion, 
a World Youth Day event viewed by mil-
lions worldwide. Craig Hull, who lives 
on The Block, was hit by a car on Riley 
Street six weeks prior to the perform-
ance, but fortunately the fractured hip 
he incurred healed sufficiently in time 
to enable him to take part.

Craig was invited to perform at the 
re-enactment of the 13 Stations of the 
Cross by a fellow rigger. While he cur-
rently teaches the Chinese “Sticky Pole” 
at Aerialise, a company that provides 
training and classes for aerial theatre, it 
was his rigging skills that were utilised 
during the spectacular theatre. Playing 
a cavalry attendant, Craig assisted with 
putting Christ onto the Cross and with 
raising the Cross.    

A non-practicing Catholic, and a gay 
man, Craig chooses to be spiritual in his 
own way. “God is the infinite intelligence,” 
he said, prior to the Friday afternoon.   

He admitted that some would consider 
it ironic for a gay man to perform at the 
Catholic event, but he has a high regard 
for the nuns at the Mary McKillop House, 
who gave him support when his long-term 
lover died of AIDS in 1993. “The nuns were 
so fantastic, they were like mates,” he said. 
He had asked one of the nuns, “Aren’t 
you against homosexuality?” to which 
she replied, “We don’t judge. If someone 
is in need, we are there for them.” She 
added: “Let he who is without sin cast 
the first stone.”  

As Craig’s lover reached the later stages 
of his illness, he became blind. “He just 
wanted to lie in the sun and smell the 
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geraniums, and the Mary McKillop House 
allowed him to do that in his final days.”

Many spectators were moved by the 
stunning re-enactment and one television 
commentator remarked that “anyone who 
has been involved in this will be forever 
changed”. For Craig, it wasn’t so much an 
experience of transformation, but he stated 

afterwards: “It was a bit like an amazing 
dream being on that stage.”

Had he been tempted at any point to 
use the exposure for a political statement 
or to wear an “annoying” T-shirt? Craig’s 
response was emphatic. “I am a performer, 
I want to be present and show my face in 
a positive way.”


